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BATTERY MODULE, BATTERY PACK
INCLUDING BATTERY MODULE, AND
VEHICLE INCLUDING BATTERY PACK

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets | ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough
indicates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a battery module, a
battery pack including the battery module, and a vehicle
including the battery pack.

The present application is a broadening Reissue applica-
tion of U.S. Pat. No. 10,981,454 issued on Apr. 20, 2021

(U.S. patent application Ser. No. 16/064,196 filed on Jun. 20,
2018) which claims priority to Korean Patent Application
No. 10-2016-0129118 filed on Oct. 6, 2016 i the Republic
of Korea, the [disclosures] entire contents of which are
hereby expressly incorporated [herein] by reference into the
present application.

BACKGROUND ART

Secondary batteries which are highly applicable to vari-
ous products and exhibit superior electrical properties such
as high energy density, etc. are commonly used not only 1n
portable devices but also 1n electric vehicles (EVs) or hybrid
clectric vehicles (HEVs) driven by electrical power sources.
The secondary battery 1s drawing attentions as a new energy
source for enhancing environment friendliness and energy
clliciency 1n that the use of fossil fuels can be reduced
greatly and no byproduct i1s generated during energy con-
sumption.

Secondary batteries widely used at the preset include
lithium 10n batteries, lithium polymer batteries, nickel cad-
mium batteries, nickel hydrogen batteries, nickel zinc bat-
teries and the like. An operating voltage of the unit second-
ary battery cell, namely a unit battery cell, 1s about 2.5V to
4.2V. Therefore, 11 a higher output voltage 1s required, a
plurality of battery cells may be connected in series to
configure a battery pack. In addition, depending on the
charge/discharge capacity required for the battery pack, a
plurality of battery cells may be connected in parallel to
configure a battery pack. Thus, the number of battery cells
included 1n the battery pack may be variously set according
to the required output voltage or the demanded charge/
discharge capacity.

Meanwhile, when a plurality of battery cells are con-
nected 1n series or in parallel to configure a battery pack, it
1s common to configure a battery module composed of at
least one battery cell first, and then configure a battery pack
by using at least one battery module and adding other
components.

A conventional battery module includes a plurality of
battery cells stacked one another and having electrode leads
protruding in the front and rear directions, a pair of bus bars
mounted at the front and rear of the plurality of battery cells
and electrically connected to the electrode leads, a pair of
bus bar frames covering the pair of bus bars, and a sensing,
bus bar for connecting the pair of bus bars.

Seeing the assembling process of the conventional battery
module, 1f the plurality of battery cells are stacked com-
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pletely, first, the pair of bus bars are electrically connected
to the electrode leads protruding in the front and rear
directions at the front and rear of the battery cells. After that,
the pair of bus bar frames are mounted to cover the pair of
bus bars, and finally, the sensing bus bar 1s mounted to
connect the pair of bus bars for the purpose of voltage
sensing.

However, 1n the conventional battery module, the pair of
bus bars, the pair of bus bar frames and the sensing bus bar
are mndividually mounted, which increases the time required
for the assembling process.

In addition, 1n the conventional battery module, when the
components are assembled individually, the individual com-
ponents may be erroneously assembled 1n the assembling
direction, and the manufacture cost 1s increased since the
individual components need individual molds and 1individu-
ally packaging.

As a result, in the conventional battery module, since the
components for connecting and sensing the bus bars are
individually separated, the assembling process of the battery
module has bad efliciency.

Thus, 1t 1s demanded to develop a battery module with
improved assembling efliciency, a battery pack including the
battery module, and a vehicle including the battery pack.

DISCLOSURE

Technical Problem

The present disclosure 1s designed to solve the problems
of the related art, and therefore the present disclosure is
directed to providing a battery module with improved
assembling efliciency, a battery pack including the battery
module, and a vehicle including the battery pack.

Technical Solution

In one aspect of the present disclosure, there 1s provided
a battery module, comprising: a plurality of battery cells
stacked one another and respectively having electrode leads
protruding in the front and rear directions of the battery
module; and a bus bar unit configured to integrally connect
the electrode leads of the plurality of battery cells.

The bus bar unit may include: a first bus bar frame
mounted 1n front of the plurality of battery cells; a first bus
bar coupled to the first bus bar frame and connected to the
clectrode leads of the plurality of battery cells, which
protrude to the front; a second bus bar frame mounted
behind the plurality of battery cells; a second bus bar
coupled to the second bus bar frame and connected to the
clectrode leads of the plurality of battery cells, which
protrude to the rear; and a sensing bus bar configured to
clectrically connect the second bus bar and the first bus bar
and integrally mounted to the first bus bar and the second
bus bar.

The sensing bus bar may include an elastic bending
portion which 1s elastically bendable 1n the front and rear
directions of the plurality of battery cells.

The elastic bending portion may be bent 1n at least two
stages when being mounted to the first bus bar frame and the
second bus bar frame toward the plurality of battery cells.

When any one of the first bus bar frame and the second
bus bar frame 1s mounted to the plurality of battery cells, the
other one of the first bus bar frame and the second bus bar
frame may be slidably mounted 1n the front and rear direc-
tions of the plurality of battery cells.
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The battery module may further comprise a reinforcing
plate provided between the first bus bar frame and the
second bus bar frame to cover one surface of the plurality of
battery cells.

Each of the first bus bar frame and the second bus bar
frame may 1nclude: a bus bar mounting portion to which the
first bus bar or the second bus bar 1s mounted; and a cell
covering portion bent from the bus bar mounting portion to
cover one surface of the plurality of battery cells along the
front and rear directions.

The cell covering portion of the first bus bar frame and the
cell covering portion of the second bus bar frame may be
shaped to correspond to each other in the front and rear
directions of the plurality of battery cells.

When any one of the first bus bar frame and the second
bus bar frame 1s slidably mounted, the cell covering portion
of the first bus bar frame and the cell covering portion of the
second bus bar frame may be engaged with each other to
cover one surface of the plurality of battery cells.

The sensing bus bar may be any one selected from a
flexible circuit board, a flexible flat cable and a wire.

A thermistor may be itegrally mounted to the sensing bus
bar.

The first bus bar frame, the first bus bar, the second bus
bar frame, the second bus bar and the sensing bus bar may
be integrally coupled to each other before being mounted to
the plurality of battery cells.

In addition, the present disclosure provides a battery pack,
comprising: at least one battery module according to the
above embodiments; and a pack case configured to package
the at least one battery module.

Moreover, the present disclosure provides a vehicle com-
prising: at least one battery pack according to the above
embodiment.

Advantageous Effects

According to the various embodiments as above, 1t 1s
possible to provide a battery module with improved assem-
bling efliciency, a battery pack including the battery module,
and a vehicle including the battery pack.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings illustrate a preferred
embodiment of the present disclosure and together with the
foregoing disclosure, serve to provide further understanding
of the techmical features of the present disclosure, and thus,
the present disclosure 1s not construed as being limited to the
drawing.

FIG. 1 1s a diagram for illustrating a battery module
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2 1s an exploded perspective view showing the
battery module of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a diagram for 1llustrating a bus bar unit of the
battery module of FIG. 2.

FIG. 4 1s an enlarged view showing a portion A of the bus
bar unit of FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 1s an enlarged view showing a portion B of the bus
bar unit of FIG. 3.

FIGS. 6 to 11 are diagrams for illustrating a process of
assembling the bus bar unit of the battery module of FIG. 1

FIG. 12 1s a diagram for illustrating a battery module
according to another embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 13 1s a diagram for 1llustrating a process of assem-
bling the bus bar unit of the battery module of FIG. 12.
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FIG. 14 1s a diagram for illustrating a battery pack
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

BEST MODE

The present disclosure will become more apparent by
describing in detail the embodiments of the present disclo-
sure with reference to the accompanying drawings. It should
be understood that the embodiments disclosed herein are
illustrative only for better understanding of the present
disclosure, and that the present disclosure may be modified
in various ways. In addition, for ease understanding of the
present disclosure, the accompanying drawings are not
drawn to real scale, but the dimensions of some components
may be exaggerated.

FIG. 1 1s a diagram for illustrating a battery module
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure, FIG.
2 1s an exploded perspective view showing the battery
module of FIG. 1, FIG. 3 1s a diagram for 1llustrating a bus
bar unit of the battery module of FIG. 2, FIG. 4 1s an
enlarged view showing a portion A of the bus bar unit of
FIG. 3, and FIG. 5 1s an enlarged view showing a portion B

of the bus bar unit of FIG. 3.

Referring to FIGS. 1 to 5, the battery module 10 may
include a battery cell 100, a bus bar unit 200 and a rein-
forcing plate 300.

The battery cell 100 1s a secondary battery, which may be
a pouch-type secondary battery. The battery cell 100 may be
provided in plural, and the plurality of battery cells 100 may
be stacked one another to be electrically connected to each
other.

Each of the plurality of battery cells 100 may 1nclude an
clectrode assembly, a battery case and an electrode lead 150.

The electrode assembly may include a positive electrode
plate, a negative electrode plate, a separator and the like. The
clectrode assembly 1s well known 1n the art and thus 1s not
described 1n detail here. The battery case 1s used for pack-
aging the electrode assembly and may be made of a laminate
sheet containing a resin layer and a metal layer.

The electrode lead 150 may be electrically connected to
the electrode assembly. The electrode lead 150 may be
provided 1n a pair. The pair of electrode leads may partially
protrude 1n the front and rear directions of the battery
module 10.

The bus bar unit 200 may electrically connect the elec-
trode leads 150 of the plurality of battery cells 100 and sense
voltages of the plurality of battery cells 100. Here, the bus
bar unit 200 may be a single unit integrally assembled and
integrally connect the electrode leads 150 of the plurality of
battery cells 100.

Seeing the bus bar unit 200 1n more detail, the bus bar unit
200 may include a first bus bar frame 210, a first bus bar 220,
a second bus bar frame 230, a second bus bar 240, a sensing
bus bar 250 and a thermistor 260.

The first bus bar frame 210 may be mounted in front of the
plurality of battery cells 100 and cover the front side of the
plurality of battery cells 100. The first bus bar frame 21
may include a bus bar mounting portion 212 and a cell
covering portion 216.

The bus bar mounting portion 212 may be disposed at the
front of the plurality of battery cells 100. The first bus bar
220, explained later, may be mounted to the bus bar mount-
ing portion 212.

The cell covering portion 216 1s formed to be bent from
the bus bar mounting portion 212 and may cover a part of
one surface of the plurality of battery cells 100 1n the front
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and rear directions, in more detail a part of an upper surface
of the plurality of battery cells 100.

The first bus bar 220 1s coupled to the first bus bar frame
210, 1n more detail to the bus bar mounting portion 212 of
the first bus bar frame 210, and may be electrically con-
nected to the electrode leads 150 which protrude to the front
of the plurality of battery cells 100. When being coupled to
the bus bar mounting portion 212, the first bus bar 220 may
be fixed to the bus bar mounting portion 212 by thermal
bonding or the like.

The second bus bar frame 230 1s mounted behind the
plurality of battery cells 100 and may cover the rear side of
the plurality of battery cells 100. The second bus bar frame
230 may include a bus bar mounting portion 232 and a cell
covering portion 236.

The bus bar mounting portion 232 may be disposed at the
rear of the plurality of battery cells 100. The second bus bar
240, explained later, may be mounted to the bus bar mount-
ing portion 232.

The cell covering portion 236 1s formed to be bent from
the bus bar mounting portion 232 and may cover a part of
one surface of the plurality of battery cells 100 1n the front
and rear directions, 1n more detail a part of an upper surface
of the plurality of battery cells 100.

The second bus bar 240 1s coupled to the second bus bar
frame 230, in more detail to the bus bar mounting portion
232 of the second bus bar frame 230, and may be electrically
coupled to the electrode leads 150 which protrude to the rear
of the plurality of battery cells 100. When being coupled to
the bus bar mounting portion 232, the second bus bar 240
may be fixed to the bus bar mounting portion 232 by thermal
bonding or the like.

The sensing bus bar 250 may electrically connect the first
bus bar 220 and the second bus bar 240 and be integrally
mounted to the first bus bar 220 and the second bus bar 240,
respectively.

The sensing bus bar 250 may be any one selected from a
flexible circuit board, a flexible flat cable and a wire and be
disposed at the upper side of the plurality of battery cells
100.

An elastic bending portion 255 may be provided at the
sensing bus bar 250.

The elastic bending portion 255 1s provided at one side of
the sensing bus bar 250 1n the length direction and may be
clastically bendable along the front and rear directions of the
plurality of battery cells 100.

As the elastic bending portion 235 is bent, the length of
the sensing bus bar 250 may be shortened in the front and
rear directions of the plurality of battery cells 100.

When the first bus bar frame 210 and the second bus bar
frame 230 of the bus bar umt 200 are mounted to the
plurality of battery cells 100, the elastic bending portion 2355
may be bent 1n at least two stages.

The elastic bending portion 235 will be described in more
detail 1n association with the sensing bus bar 250. Belore
being mounted to the upper side of the plurality of battery
cells 100, the sensing bus bar 250 may be formed longer than
the length of the plurality of battery cells 100 1n the front and
rear directions. This allows the first bus bar frame 210 and
the second bus bar frame 230 to be mounted to the plurality
of battery cells 100 more easily.

After that, 1f any one of the first bus bar frame 210 and the
second bus bar frame 230 1s completely mounted, the elastic
bending portion 255 may be bent so that the length of the
sensing bus bar 2350 corresponds to the length of the plurality
of battery cells 100 1n the front and rear directions. This
allows the other bus bar frame, not yet completely mounted,
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to be mounted easily. This will be explained 1n more detail
later with reference to FIGS. 6 to 11 which depict a process
ol assembling the bus bar unit 200 of the battery module 10.

The thermistor 260 1s a temperature sensor capable of
detecting the temperature of the plurality of battery cells 100
and may be integrally mounted to the sensing bus bar 250.
The thermistor 260 may be provided in a pair and integrally
coupled to the sensing bus bar 250, respectively.

The reinforcing plate 300 1s provided between the first bus
bar frame 210 and the second bus bar frame 230 and may
cover one surface of the plurality of battery cells 100, 1n
more detail an upper surface of the plurality of battery cells
100 between the first bus bar frame 210 and the second bus
bar frame 230.

The reinforcing plate 300 covers a region of the plurality
of battery cells 100 which 1s not covered, and may support
the plurality of battery cells 100 and give a buflering action
against impacts or the like.

Hereinatter, a process of assembling the battery module
10 according to this embodiment, 1n more detail a process of
assembling the bus bar umt 200, will be described 1n more
detail.

FIGS. 6 to 11 are diagrams for illustrating a process of
assembling the bus bar unit of the battery module of FIG. 1

Referring to FIGS. 6 to 8, if the battery cells 100 are
stacked completely, the bus bar unit 200 may be mounted to
the plurality of battery cells 100. Here, the first bus bar frame
210, the first bus bar 220, the second bus bar frame 230, the
second bus bar 240, the sensing bus bar 250 and the
thermistor 260 of the bus bar unit 200 may be coupled to
cach other to form an integrated module unit, before being
mounted to the plurality of battery cells 100. In other words,
the bus bar unit 200 may be prepared as an integrated
module 1n advance, without preparing the components 1ndi-
vidually.

Accordingly, 1n this embodiment, the time required for the
assembling process may be shortened, compared with the
conventional structure where individual components are
prepared and mounted 1individually for connecting and sens-
ing the bus bars of the battery cells 100.

In addition, 1n this embodiment, since the bus bar unit 200
1s provided as an integrated module, the possibility of
erroneous assembling 1n the assembling direction, caused by
individual assembling of individual components, may be
significantly lowered. In addition, since it 1s not needed to
apply individual molds for individual components and pack-
age individual components, the manufacturing cost may be
greatly reduced.

The process of mounting the bus bar unit 200 to the
plurality of battery cells 100 will be described 1n more detail.
First, any one of the first bus bar frame 210 and the second
bus bar frame 230 of the bus bar unit 200 may be mounted
to the front or rear of the plurality of battery cells 100.

For example, the first bus bar frame 210 of the bus bar unit
200 may be mounted to the front of the plurality of battery
cells 100 firstly. At this time, the first bus bar 220 may be
connected to the electrode leads 150 which protrude to the
front of the plurality of battery cells 100. Meanwhile, here,
the elastic bending portion 255 of the sensing bus bar 2350
may be disposed without being bent 1n at least two stages.

By disposing the elastic bending portion 235 1n this way,
the total length of the sensing bus bar 250 may be longer
than the length of the plurality of battery cells 100 in the
front and rear directions. Accordingly, the second bus bar
frame 230 may be disposed to be spaced apart from the rear
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side of the plurality of battery cells 100 without interfering
with the rear surface of the plurality of battery cells 100 or
the electrode leads 150.

Thus, when the first bus bar frame 210 1s being mounted,
it 1s possible to prevent erroneous assembling, caused by the
interference of the second bus bar frame 230 at the rear of
the plurality of battery cells 100.

Referring to FIGS. 9 and 10, 1f any one of the first bus bar
frame 210 and the second bus bar frame 230 1s mounted to
the plurality of battery cells 100, the other one of the first bus
bar frame 210 and the second bus bar frame 230 may be
slidably mounted along the front and rear directions of the
plurality of battery cells 100.

For example, 11 the first bus bar frame 210 1s mounted to
the plurality of battery cells 100, the second bus bar frame
230 may slide 1n the front direction of the battery cells 100.

As the second bus bar frame 230 slides in this way, the
clastic bending portion 235 of the sensing bus bar 250 may
clastically bent to reduce the total length of the sensing bus
bar 250 1n the front and rear directions of the battery cells
100.

Here, 11 the length of the sensing bus bar 250 1s reduced,
the second bus bar frame 230 may be closely adhered to the
rear side of the plurality of battery cells 100, and the second
bus bar 240 may be electrically connected to the electrode
leads 150 which protrude to the rear of the plurality of
battery cells 100.

By such a simple sliding operation, the bus bar unit 200
may integrally connect the electrode leads 150 of the plu-
rality of battery cells 100 and perform connection for
voltage sensing at the same time.

Referring to FIG. 11, if the bus bar umt 200 1s mounted
completely, the reinforcing plate 300 may cover the upper
surface of the plurality of battery cells 100 between the first
bus bar frame 210 and the second bus bar frame 230 of the
bus bar unit 200.

As described above, the battery module 10 of this embodi-
ment may greatly improve the assembling etficiency of the
battery module 10 by using the bus bar unit 200 which 1s
prepared as an mtegrated module.

FIG. 12 1s a diagram for illustrating a battery module
according to another embodiment of the present disclosure,
and FIG. 13 1s a diagram {for illustrating a process of
assembling the bus bar unit of the battery module of FIG. 12.

Referring to FIGS. 12 and 13, the battery module 20 may

include the plurality of battery cells 100 and a bus bar unit
500.

The bus bar unit 500 1s similar to the bus bar unit 200 of
the former embodiment, and thus its features different from
those of the bus bar umit 200 will be described in detal.

In the bus bar unit 500, a cell covering portion 516 of a
first bus bar frame 510 and a cell covering portion 336 of a
second bus bar frame 530 may be shaped to correspond to
cach other 1n the front and rear directions of the plurality of
battery cells 100.

In detail, when any one of the first bus bar frame 510 and
the second bus bar frame 530 1s slidably mounted, the cell
covering portion 516 of the first bus bar frame 510 and the
cell covering portion 336 of the second bus bar frame 530
may be engaged with each other to cover one surface of the
plurality of battery cells 100, in more detail the upper
surface of the plurality of battery cells 100, entirely.

As described above, the battery module 20 of this embodi-
ment may cover the upper surface of the plurality of battery
cells 100 entirely by means of the first bus bar frame 510 and
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the second bus bar frame 530 which are engaged with each
other, without using the reinforcing plate 300 of the former
embodiment.

Thus, the battery module 20 of this embodiment does not
demand a separate reinforcing plate, different from the
former embodiment, and thus it 1s possible to reduce the
manufacture cost of the battery module 20 further and
improve the assembling efliciency further.

FIG. 14 1s a diagram for illustrating a battery pack
according to an embodiment of the present disclosure.

Referring to FIG. 14, a battery pack 1 may include at least
one battery module 10, 20 according to the former embodi-
ment and a pack case 50 for packaging the at least one
battery module 10, 20.

The battery pack 1 may be provided to a vehicle as a fuel
source of the vehicle. As an example, the battery pack 1 may
be provided to an electric vehicle, a hybrid vehicle, and
various other-type vehicles capable of using the battery pack
1 as a fuel source. In addition, the battery pack 1 may be
provided 1n other devices, instruments or facilities such as an
energy storage system using a secondary battery, 1n addition
to the vehicle.

As described above, the battery pack 1 of this embodi-
ment and devices, instruments or facilities such as a vehicle,
which have the battery pack 1, include the battery module
10, 20 as described above, and thus 1t 1s possible to 1imple-
ment a battery pack 1 having all the advantages of the
battery module 10, 20 described above, or devices, instru-
ments, facilities or the like such as a vehicle, which have the
battery pack 1.

While the embodiments of the present disclosure have
been shown and described, it should be understood that the
present disclosure 1s not limited to the specific embodiments
described, and that various changes and modifications can
be made within the scope of the present disclosure by those
skilled in the art, and these modifications should not be
understood individually from the technical 1deas and views
of the present disclosure.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A battery module, comprising:

a plurality of battery cells stacked [one] or another and
respectively having electrode leads protruding [in the
front and rear directions of the battery module] az a first
end and a second end of the plurality of battery cells,
the first end being opposite from the second end, and

a bus bar unit configured to [integrally connect] electri-
cally connect the electrode leads of the plurality of
battery cells,
wherein the bus bar unit includes:

a first bus bar frame [mounted in front of] or a first side
of the [pluarality of] battery [cells] module;

a first bus bar coupled to the first bus bar frame and
electrically connected to the electrode leads of the
plurality of battery cells, which protrude to [the
front] the first side of the battery module;

a second bus bar frame [mounted behind] on a second
side of the [plurality of] battery [cells] module;

a second bus bar coupled to the second bus bar frame
and electrically connected to the electrode leads of
the plurality of battery cells, which protrude to [the
rear] the second side of the battery module;, and

a sensing bus bar configured to electrically connect the
second bus bar and the first bus bar and [integrally
mounted to] contacting the first bus bar and the
second bus bar,

wherein the sensing bus bar includes an elastic bending
portion [which is configured to be elastically bendable
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and] that is elastically bendable and is folded in [ the
front and rear] first and second directions of the [plu-
rality of] battery [cells] module,

wherein the sensing bus bar has a total length that 1s
longer than a length of the [ plurality of] battery [cells}
module in the [front and rear] first and second direction
of the [plurality of] battery [cells] module, [and]

wherein the sensing bus bar including the elastic bending
portion that 1s folded has a shorter length between the
first and second bus bars that corresponds to the length
of the [plurality of] battery [cells] module in the [front
and rear] first and second directions of the [plurality of]
battery [ cells] module when the bus bar unit is [inte-
grally] electrically connected to the electrode leads of
the plurality of battery cells, and

wherein the elastic bending portion has at least one fold
that overlaps the sensing bus bar.

2. The battery module according to claim 1, wherein the
clastic bending portion 1s bent 1n at least two stages when
[being mounted] coupled to the first bus bar frame and the
second bus bar frame toward the plurality of battery cells.

3. The battery module according to claim 1, wherein when
any one of the first bus bar frame and the second bus bar
frame 1s mounted to the plurality of battery cells, the other
one of the first bus bar frame and the second bus bar frame
is [slidably mounted] attached in the [front and rear] firs?
and second directions of the [plurality of] battery [ cells]
modiuile.

4. The battery module according to claim 3, further
comprising;

a reinforcing plate provided between the first bus bar
frame and the second bus bar frame to cover one
surface of the plurality of battery cells.

5. The battery module according to claim 3, wherein each
of the first bus bar frame and the second bus bar frame
includes:

a bus bar mounting portion to which the first bus bar or the

second bus bar 1s mounted; and

a cell covering portion bent from the bus bar mounting
portion to cover one surface of the plurality of battery
cells along the [front and rear] first and second direc-
tions of the battery module.

6. The battery module according to claim 5, wherein the
cell covering portion of the first bus bar frame and the cell
covering portion of the second bus bar frame are shaped to
correspond to each other in the [front and rear] first and
second directions of the [ plurality of] battery [cells] module.

7. The battery module according to claim 6, wherein when
any one of the first bus bar frame and the second bus bar
frame is [slidably] mounted, the cell covering portion of the
first bus bar frame and the cell covering portion of the
second bus bar frame are engaged with each other to cover
one surface of the plurality of battery cells.

8. The battery module according to claim 1,

wherein the sensing bus bar 1s any one selected from a
flexible circuit board, a flexible flat cable and a wire.

9. The battery module according to claim 1, wherein a
thermistor is [integrally] mounted to the sensing bus bar.

10. The battery module according to [claim 1] claim 3,
wherein the first bus bar frame, the first bus bar, the second
bus bar frame, the second bus bar and the sensing bus bar are
[integrally] coupled to each other before being [mounted]
attached to the plurality of battery cells.

11. A battery pack, comprising:

at least one battery module defined 1n claim 1; and

a pack case configured to package the at least one battery
module.
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12. A vehicle, comprising:

at least one battery pack defined 1n claim 11.

13. The battery module according to claim 1, wherein the
shorter length of the sensing bus bar between the first and
second bus bars that corresponds to the length of the
[plurality of] battery [cells] module in the [front and rear]

first and second directions of the [plurality of] battery [ cells]

module 1s less than the total length of the sensing bus bar.
14. The battery module according to claim 1, wherein a
distance between the first and second bus bars when the bus
bar unit is [integrally] electrically connected to the electrode
leads of the plurality of battery cells 1s shorter than the total
length of the sensing bus bar.
15. The battery module according to claim 1, wherein the

first and second divections ave parallel but opposite direc-

tions from each other.

16. A battery module, comprising:

a plurality of battery cells stacked on another and vespec-
tively having electrode leads at a first end and a second
end, the first end being opposite from the second end;
and

a bus bar unit configured to electrvically comnnect the
electrode leads,

wherein the bus bar unit includes:

a first bus bar coupled to a first bus bar frame and a
second bus bar coupled to a second bus bar frame,
the first bus bar and the second bus bar being spaced
apart from each other; and

a sensing bus bar having a length in front and rear
dirvections of the battery module and configured to
electrically connect the first bus bar and the second
bus bar

wherein the sensing bus bar includes an elastic bending
portion that is folded in the front and vear directions of
the battery module,

wherein a length of the sensing bus bar is longer than a
length of the plurality of battery cells, and a length of
the elastic bending portion is shorter than the length of
the plurality of battery cells, and

wherein the elastic bending portion has at least one fold
that overlaps the sensing bus bar.

17. A battery module, comprising:

a plurality of battery cells stacked on another and respec-
tively having electrode leads protruding from the plu-
rality of battery cells at a first end and a second end,
the first end being opposite from the second end; and

a bus bar unit configured to connect the electrode leads of
the plurality of battery cells, wherein the bus bar unit
includes:

a first bus bar coupled to a first bus bar frame and
electrically connected to the electrode leads of the
plurality of battery cells, which protrude to a first
side of the battery module;

a second bus bar coupled to a second bus bar frame
and electrically connected to the electrode leads of
the plurality of battery cells, which protrude to a
second side of the battery module; and

a sensing bus bar configured to electrically connect the
second bus bar and the first bus bar and contacting
the first bus bar and the second bus bar,

wherein the sensing bus bar includes an elastic bending
portion that is folded in first and second directions of
the battery module,

wherein the sensing bus bar has a total length that is
longer than a length of the battery module in the first
and second directions of the battery module,
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wherein the sensing bus bar including the elastic bending
portion that is folded has a shorter length between the
first and second bus bars that corresponds to the length
of the battery module in the first and second directions
of the battery module when the bus bar unit is electri- 5
cally connected to the electrode leads of the plurality of
battery cells, and

whevrein the elastic bending portion has at least one fold

that overlaps the sensing bus bar.
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