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MASTER/SLAVE SHAFT ASSEMBLY FOR
FIRE DOOR AND CURTAIN

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ]| appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough
indicates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

This application is a Reissue of U.S. Pat. No. 10,145,174,
issued Dec. 4, 2018, which matured from U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 15/397,497, filed Jan. 3, 2017.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The disclosed embodiments relate to the field of drive
systems for opening and closing rolling doors or curtains.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Existing drive systems for rolling curtains/doors employ
roller barrels for rolling up and deploying curtains/doors.
However, there 1s a limit to the width of the driven door for
each barrel, based on the deflection that occurs to a barrel
once 1t exceeds a certain length due to the barrel weight
and/or the weight of the curtain or door. For example, 1t has
been found that a 4-inch diameter barrel can extend across
an opening of 24 feet, after which too much deflection of the
barrel will occur. Likewise, a 3-inch diameter barrel can
extend across an opening of 18 feet. But 11 such a barrel 1s
made longer, the same problem of detlection will occur.

One response for traversing larger spans has been to
employ barrels 1n a staggered configuration with each being
operated by a respective motor, which barrels are synchro-
nized together. Each barrel supports and controls a desig-
nated curtain segment and the barrels turn at the same rate
so that the different curtain segments will lower and raise
together. This arrangement 1s costly and requires multiple
motors, which 1s undesirable with regard to, for example,
motor synchronization.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s an object of the mvention to provide an improved
roller assembly that overcomes the deficiencies of the prior
art and that uses a single motor to drive multiple staggered
barrels each carrying a designated curtain segment.

In accordance with one aspect of the present invention, a
fire door or curtain assembly using a master/slave shatt
arrangement extending across an opening defined by at least
one structural element of a building includes: a motor; a
master drive barrel having a first end and a second end, the
first end being coupled to the motor so as to be rotationally
driven by the motor, the master drive barrel having, at the
second end, a master drive sprocket; a synchronizing shaift
having a first end and a second end, the synchronizing shaft
being configured to be rotationally driven at the second end
of the synchronizing shaft by a coupling assembly that
includes the master drive sprocket, the rotational driving of
the synchronizing shait being synchronous with the rota-
tional driving of the master drive barrel by the motor; and a
slave barrel having a first end and a second end, the slave
barrel being configured to be rotationally driven at the first
end of the slave barrel by a second coupling assembly that
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rotationally couples the first end of the synchronizing shaft
with the first end of the slave barrel so as to rotationally drive
the slave barrel, the rotational driving of the slave barrel
being synchronous with the rotational driving of the syn-
chronizing shait and the rotational driving of the master
drive barrel by the motor.

According to another aspect of the present invention, a
master/slave shaft arrangement extending across an opening
defined by at least one structural element of a building
includes: a motor having an output shaft; a master drive
barrel having a first end and a second end, the first end being
rotationally driven by the output shaft of the motor, the
master drive barrel having, at the second end, a master drive
sprocket; a synchronizing shait having a first end and a
second end, the synchronmizing shaft being rotationally
driven at 1ts second end by a first coupling assembly that
includes the master drive sprocket, the rotational driving of
the synchronizing shait being synchronous with the rota-
tional driving of the master drive barrel by the motor; and a
slave barrel, having a first end and a second end, the slave
barrel being rotationally driven at 1ts first end by a second
coupling assembly that rotationally couples the first end of
the synchronizing shait with the first end of the slave barrel
so as to rotationally drive the slave barrel, the rotational
driving of the slave barrel being synchronous with the
rotational driving of the synchronizing shaft and the rota-
tional driving of the master drive barrel by the motor.

In another aspect, the first coupling assembly includes the
master drive sprocket, a synchromzing shaft in-sprocket, and
a first drive connecting chain coupled to the master drive
sprocket and the synchronizing shaft in-sprocket.

In another aspect, the second coupling assembly includes
a slave drive sprocket arranged at the first end of the slave
barrel, a synchronizing shait out-sprocket, and a second
drive connecting chain coupled to the slave drive sprocket
and the synchronizing shaft out-sprocket.

In another aspect, the arrangement further includes a first
interface support bracket having a first extending bracket,
and a second interface support bracket having a second
extending bracket. The synchronizing shaft 1s freely rotat-
ably coupled to the first and second interface support brack-
ets via the first and second extending brackets, respectively.

In another aspect, the first end of the master drive barrel
passes through the first interface support bracket and the
second end of the master drive barrel engages the second
interface support bracket and 1s supported thereby, and
wherein the first coupling assembly 1s arranged proximate
the second interface support bracket.

In another aspect, the first end of the slave barrel engages
the first interface support bracket and 1s supported thereby,
and the second end of the master drive barrel passes through
the second interface support bracket, and wherein the second
coupling assembly 1s arranged proximate the first interface
support bracket.

In another aspect, the arrangement further includes: a
second slave barrel, having a first end and a second end; a
second synchronizing shait having a first end and a second
end; a third coupling assembly; a fourth coupling assembly;
a third interface support bracket; and a fourth interface
support bracket. The second synchronizing shait 1s rotation-
ally driven at its second end by the third coupling assembly,
the rotational driving of the second synchronizing shaft
being synchronous with the rotational driving of the slave
barrel and the rotational driving of the master drive barrel by
the motor; and the second slave barrel 1s rotationally driven
at 1ts first end by the fourth coupling assembly, the fourth
coupling assembly rotationally coupling the first end of the
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second synchronizing shaft with the first end of the second
slave barrel so as to rotationally drive the second slave
barrel, the rotational driving of the second slave barrel being
synchronous with the rotational driving of the second syn-
chronizing shafit, the slave barrel, and the rotational driving
of the master drive barrel by the motor.

In another aspect, the first end of the slave barrel passes
through the third interface support bracket and the second
end of the slave barrel engages the fourth interface support
bracket and 1s supported thereby, and wherein the third
coupling assembly 1s arranged proximate the fourth interface
support bracket.

In another aspect, the first end of the second slave barrel
engages the third interface support bracket and 1s supported
thereby and the second end of the second slave barrel passes
through the fourth mterface support bracket, and wherein the
fourth coupling assembly 1s arranged proximate the third
interface support bracket.

According to yet another aspect of the present invention
an assembly for driving fire curtains includes: (a) an
arrangement extending across and opening defined by at
least one structural element of a building, the arrangement
having: (1) a motor having an output shaft, (11) a master drive
barrel having a first end and a second end, the first end being,
rotationally driven by the output shaft of the motor, the
master drive barrel having, at the second end, a master drive
sprocket, (111) a synchronizing shaft having a first end and a
second end, the synchronizing shait being rotationally
driven at 1ts second end by a first coupling assembly that
includes the master drive sprocket, the rotational driving of
the synchronizing shait being synchronous with the rota-
tional driving of the master drive barrel by the motor, and
(1v) a slave barrel, having a first end and a second end, the
slave barrel being rotationally driven at its first end by a
second coupling assembly that rotationally couples the first
end of the synchronizing shait with the first end of the slave
barrel so as to rotationally drive the slave barrel, the rota-
tional driving of the slave barrel being synchronous with the
rotational driving of the synchronizing shaft and the rota-
tional driving of the master drive barrel by the motor; (b) a
first curtain segment having a first curtain leading edge
positionable away from the master drive barrel and a first
curtain trailing edge arranged at the master drive barrel, the
first curtain segment being drivable by the arrangement
between a first, retracted position in which the first curtain
leading edge 1s positioned at the master drive barrel and a
second, extended position in which the first curtain leading
edge 15 positioned away from the master drive barrel; and (c)
a second curtain segment having a second curtain leading
edge positionable away from the slave barrel and a second
curtain trailing edge arranged at the slave barrel, the second
curtain segment being drivable by the arrangement between
a first, retracted position 1n which the second curtain leading
edge 1s positioned at the slave barrel and a second, extended
position i which the second leading edge 1s positioned
away Irom the master drive barrel. The arrangement 1is
configured to synchronize the driving of the first and second
curtains between the respective first and second positions.

In another aspect, the first coupling assembly includes the
master drive sprocket, a synchronizing shatt in-sprocket, and
a first drive connecting chain coupled to the master drive
sprocket and the synchronizing shait in-sprocket.

In another aspect, the second coupling assembly includes
a slave drive sprocket arranged at the first end of the slave
barrel, a synchronizing shait out-sprocket, and a second
drive connecting chain coupled to the slave drive sprocket
and the synchronizing shaft out-sprocket.
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In another aspect, the assembly further includes: a first
interface support bracket having a first extending bracket;
and a second interface support bracket having a second
extending bracket. The synchronizing shaft 1s freely rotat-
ably coupled to the first and second interface support brack-
ets via the first and second extending brackets, respectively.

In another aspect, the first end of the master drive barrel
passes through the first interface support bracket and the
second end of the master drive barrel engages the second
interface support bracket and 1s supported thereby, and
wherein the first coupling assembly 1s arranged proximate
the second intertace support bracket.

In another aspect, the first end of the slave barrel engages
the first interface support bracket and 1s supported thereby,
and the second end of the master drive barrel passes through
the second interface support bracket, and wherein the second
coupling assembly 1s arranged proximate the first interface
support bracket.

In another aspect, the assembly further includes: a second
slave barrel, having a first end and a second end; a second
synchronizing shaft having a first end and a second end; a
third coupling assembly; a fourth coupling assembly; a third
interface support bracket; and a fourth interface support
bracket. The second synchronizing shaft 1s rotationally
driven at its second end by the third coupling assembly, the
rotational driving of the second synchronmizing shait being
synchronous with the rotational driving of the slave barrel
and the rotational driving of the master drive barrel by the
motor; and the second slave barrel 1s rotationally driven at
its first end by the fourth coupling assembly, the fourth
coupling assembly rotationally coupling the first end of the
second synchronizing shaft with the first end of the second
slave barrel so as to rotationally drive the second slave
barrel, the rotational driving of the second slave barrel being
synchronous with the rotational driving of the second syn-
chronizing shafit, the slave barrel, and the rotational driving
of the master drive barrel by the motor.

In another aspect, the first end of the slave barrel passes
through the third interface support bracket and the second
end of the slave barrel engages the fourth interface support
bracket and i1s supported thereby, and wherein the third
coupling assembly 1s arranged proximate the fourth interface
support bracket.

In another aspect, the first end of the second slave barrel
engages the third interface support bracket and 1s supported
thereby and the second end of the second slave barrel passes
through the fourth interface support bracket, and wherein the

fourth coupling assembly 1s arranged proximate the third
interface support bracket.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and/or other aspects and advantages will
become more apparent and more readily appreciated from
the following detailed description of the disclosed embodi-
ments taken 1n conjunction with the accompanying drawings
in which:

FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 are front elevational, plan and section
views, respectively, illustrating a master/slave shait assem-
bly having master and slave barrels each attached to a
section of a door/curtain, in accordance with an embodiment
of the present invention;

FIG. 4 1s a right, front, lower perspective view showing a
portion of the master/slave shaft assembly shown in FIGS.

1-3;
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FIG. § 1s a left, front, lower perspective view showing a
portion of the master/slave shaft assembly shown in FIGS.
1-3;

FIG. 6 1s an elevational view of another embodiment in
which multiple slave barrels are driven by a single master
drive barrel;

FIG. 7 1s a detail of portion A of FIG. 6; and
FIG. 8 1s a detail of portion B of FIG. 6.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The disclosed exemplary embodiments relate to a master/
slave shaft assembly provided with at least one mmventive
synchronizing shaft configured to couple and synchronize a
master (drive) barrel with a slave barrel, or a driven slave
barrel with a further slave barrel, without the need for an
individual motor for each barrel. Exemplary configurations

of 1nventive master/slave shaft assembly will be described
below 1n detail with regard to FIGS. 1 to 8.

According to an exemplary embodiment, discussed herein
in connection with FIGS. 1-5, a fire door/curtain assembly 1
1s shown having master/slave shaft arrangement 5 and a door
or curtain having two or more sections 1la, 11b. The
arrangement 5 has a master drive barrel 10, driven by a
motor drive 12, attached to a first section 11a of a door/
curtain. The motor drive 12 1s rotationally engaged with a
first end of the master drive barrel 10 through of an end plate
14. The master drive barrel 10 includes master drive barrel
shait 18.

As can be seen, for example, 1n FIG. 1, the master drive
barrel shaft 18 of the master drive barrel 10 passes through,
on the end that engages the motor 12, the end plate 14. The
motor 12 has an output shait (not shown) which, through
optional step-down planetary gearing as 1s known 1n the art,
applies, when the door or curtain needs to be raised or
lowered, rotational driving force to the master drive barrel
shaft 18. As viewed from left to right 1n FIG. 1, the master
drive barrel 10 passes through a first interface support
bracket 16, which hangs from, and 1s supported by, a first
supporting rod 15. The rod 15 may be, for example, secured
to the ceiling of a building, a projection from the ceiling
(see, e.g., FIG. 5) or fastened to a wall of a structure along
a top of an opening across which the assembly 1 1s posi-
tioned. At the end of the master drive barrel 10 distal the
motor 12, the master drive barrel shait 18 engages a second
interface support bracket 20, passing through second inter-
face support bracket 20 supported by a second supporting
rod 19, and terminates at a drive barrel sprocket 22.

The motor 12 applies a rotational force to the master drive
barrel 10 via a coupling or via a step-down gearing arrange-
ment, for example a direct coupling, with the leftmost
(“input”) end of the master drive barrel shaft 18. As can be
seen clearly 1in FIG. 4, the rotation applied by the motor 12
to the master drive barrel 10 and 1ts shait 18, 1s passed to a
synchromizing shait 26 via a drive connecting chain 23,
which couples the drive barrel sprocket 22 of the master
drive barrel 10, to an interface sprocket 24 arranged at the
rightmost end of the synchronizing shaft 26, that 1s, the end
of the synchronizing shaft 26 distal the motor 12.

As can be seen from, for example, FIGS. 1, 4 and 5, the
leftmost end, that 1s the end closer to the motor, of the
synchronizing shaft 26, 1s rotatably mounted to the first
interface support bracket 16 by a first extending bracket 27.
The rnghtmost end 1s rotatably mounted to a second, hori-
zontally disposed, interface support bracket 20 by a second
extending bracket 21.
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By the above arrangement, the first interface support
bracket 16 provides a pass-through for the master drive
barrel 10, such that the master drive barrel 10, with its
associated shait 18, 1s rotatably mounted between end plate
14 and the second interface support bracket 20, but passes
through an opening 1n the first interface support bracket 16.
Also by this arrangement, the synchronizing shait 26 1s
rotatably mounted between the first interface support bracket
16 and the second interface support bracket 20, via the
above-mentioned first and second extending brackets 27 and
21.

As can be seen, for example, in FIG. 5, the synchronizing
shaft 26 1s supported on the second interface support bracket
20 by the second extending bracket 21. The synchronizing
shaft 26 1s supported on the first interface support bracket 16
by the first extending bracket 27. As can be seen from the
figures, the first and second extending brackets are mounted
to the front of the interface support brackets 16 and 20,
respectively. However, this rotation support for the synchro-
nizing shaft 26 could alternatively be provided by integrally
formed brackets 1n the first and second interface support
brackets.

As discussed above, the rotational force applied to the
master drive barrel 10 by the motor 12, via the master drive
barrel shait 18, rotatably drives the barrel sprocket 22. This
rotational driven force of the drive barrel sprocket 22 1s
applied to the interface in-sprocket 24 of synchronizing shaft
26 via the drive connecting chain 23, which couples the
drive barrel sprocket 22 to the interface in-sprocket 24,
setting the synchronizing shaft 26 1n rotational motion that
1s synchronized with the rotational motion provided by the
motor 12 to the master drive barrel shait 10.

The rotation provided to the synchronizing shait 26 by the
sprocket and chain assembly 22, 23 and 24 1s then conveyed
to a slave barrel 34. This 1s achieved by a second sprocket
and chain assembly, which consists of (a) an interface
sprocket 28, arranged at the leftmost side of the synchro-
nizing shatt 26, that 1s, the side of the synchronizing shatt 26
closer to the motor, (b) a drive connecting chain 29, and (c)
a slave barrel sprocket 30 athixed at the leftmost end of a
slave barrel shaft 32 of the slave barrel 34. This second
sprocket and chain assembly 28, 29 and 30, seen clearly, for
example, in FIG. 5, conveys the rotational motion of the
synchronizing shait 26 to the slave barrel 34.

As can be seen 1n FIGS. 1, 4 and 5, the slave barrel 34
passes through the second interface support bracket 20, and
1s attached to a second section 11b of a door/curtain. At the
rightmost end of the exemplary master/slave shait assembly
1 of FIGS. 1-5, the slave barrel shaft 32 terminates and its
end and 1s rotationally supported at a second end plate 36.
Thus, the slave barrel 34, via its shaft 32, 1s rotationally
mounted between the first interface support bracket 16 and
the end plate 36, but passes through the second interface
support bracket 20.

The above-described coupling of the single motor 12 to
the master drive barrel 10, 1n cooperation with the first and
second sprocket assemblies at each end of the synchronizing
shaft 26, serves to synchronously pass along the rotational
drive of the single motor 12 ultimately to the slave barrel 34,
without the need to provide a second motor to drive the slave
barrel 34. For example, if the master drive barrel 10 1s
rotated by the motor 1n a clockwise direction, e.g., to move
curtain 11a to a closed position, the synchronizing shaft 26
will rotate 1n a counter-clockwise direction and cause the
slave barrel to rotate 1n a clockwise direction at substantially
the same rpm as the master drive barrel This permits curtains
11a and 11b to be lowered synchronously to one another,
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allowing the staggered barrels (1.e., the master drive barrel
10 and the slave barrel 34) to span a relatively large space
without too much deflection of the barrels and without the
need for a control system to synchronize multiple motors. Of
course, operation ol motor 1 1 a counter-clockwise direc-
tion will raise the curtain segments 11a, 11b 1n the above
example.

As can be seen most clearly in the perspective views of
FIGS. 4 and 3, the first and second sprocket assemblies are
arranged so as to extend obliquely with respect to the
longitudinal extent of the master/slave shaft assembly 1 1.e.,
into and/or out of the plane containing FIG. 1. This arrange-
ment allows the depth of the assembly 1 to be minimized.
However, the first and second sprocket assemblies could
also be arranged perpendicularly to the longitudinal extent
of the assembly 1. In any event, 1t should be clear that the
respective rotational axes of the master drive barrel and
slave drive barrel are coplanar. However, this 1s a matter of
design choice and those of ordinary skill will appreciate that
the above described arrangement can also be used to operate
curtains that are not disposed along a planar opening, such
as around a curve, by using a diflerent gearing arrangement
for 29, e.g., by way of non-limiting example, a beveled
gearing arrangement, etc. In such “curved” arrangements,
the rotational axes of all of the drive barrels (1.e., the master
drive barrel and/or one of more slave drive barrels) will not
be coplanar.

As shown, for example, 1n FIG. 1, the first and second end
plates 14 and 36 form a part of first and second guide
assemblies 40 and 42, respectively.

The above-described embodiment of the master/slave
shaft assembly 1llustrates such an assembly having two
barrels, that 1s, a single master drive barrel and a single slave
barrel, with the assembly terminating at the end of the slave
barrel at a second end plate. However, the present invention
1s not limited to use with only two barrels. In fact, the
inventive features of the present invention can be applied to
drive multiple slave barrels, with associated curtain seg-
ments, by a single motor driving a single master drive barrel.
Such an embodiment, 1n which three slave barrels are driven
by a single motor and a single master drive barrel, 1s
illustrated 1n FIGS. 6, 7 and 8. As will be appreciated by
those of skill 1in the art, the multi-barrel embodiment 1s not
limited to three slave barrels and can extend over even
longer distances by addition of further slave barrels.

FIG. 6 1s an elevational view of such a multi-barrel
master/slave shait assembly 100. FIG. 7 1s an expanded view
of area of interest A circled 1n FIG. 6. FIG. 8 1s an expanded
view of area of interest B circled in FIG. 6.

In this assembly 100, the portion of the assembly 100
closest to the motor 12, 1.e., the portion towards the left of
the figure, in particular in the area of the first and second
interface support brackets 16 and 20, functions in exactly the
same manner as the portion of assembly 1 shown i FIGS.
1-5. Thus, corresponding elements in this portion of FIG. 6,
and 1n particular FIG. 7, will be described using the same
reference numerals as above.

Just as 1n the first embodiment, the motor 12 drives the
master drive barrel 10, which passes through the first inter-
face support bracket 16. Master drive barrel shaft 18 1is
rotationally supported by the second interface support
bracket 20. The master drive barrel shait 18 of the master
drive barrel 10 passes through, on the end that engages the
motor 12, the end plate 14. As viewed from left to right in
FIGS. 6 and 7, the master drive barrel 10 passes through the
first interface support bracket 16, which hangs from, and 1s
supported by, a first supporting rod 15, which was illustrated
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in, for example, FIGS. 1, 4 and 5, but which, for the sake of
simplicity of illustration, 1s not shown in FIGS. 6 and 7. At
the end of the master drive barrel distal the motor 12, the
master drive barrel shait 18 of the master drive barrel 10
engages the second interface support bracket 20, passing
through the second interface support bracket 20, and being
supported thereby, and terminating, aiter passing through the
second interface support bracket 20, in a drive barrel
sprocket 22.

The motor 12 applies a rotational force via a coupling
with the leftmost end of the master drive barrel shatt 18. In
this embodiment, just as mn FIG. 4, which was used to
illustrate the first embodiment, the rotation applied by the
motor 12 to the master drive barrel 10 and 1its shaft 18, 1s
passed to a first synchronizing shaft 26 via a first sprocket
and chain assembly 22, 23, 24. The rotation 1s passed along
by the drive connecting chain 23 coupling the drive barrel
sprocket 22 to the interface in-sprocket 24 arranged at the
rightmost end of the synchronizing shaft 26, that 1s, the end
of the synchronizing shaft distal the motor 12.

As can be seen 1n FIG. 7, the leftmost end, that 1s the end
closer to the motor, of the first synchromizing shaft 26, is
rotatably mounted to the first interface support bracket 16 by
a first extending bracket 27. The rightmost end 1s rotatably
mounted to the second interface support bracket 20 by a
second extending bracket 21.

By this engagement, the first interface support bracket 16
provides a pass through for the master drive barrel 10, such
that the master drive barrel 10, and associated shaft 18, 1s
rotatably mounted between the end plate 14 and the second
interface support bracket 20, but passes through an opening
in the first interface support bracket 16. Also by this engage-
ment, the first synchronizing shait 26 i1s rotatably mounted
between the first interface support bracket 16 and the second
interface support bracket 20, via first and second extending
brackets 27 and 21.

The first synchronizing shait 26 i1s supported on the
second 1nterface support bracket 20 by the second extended
bracket 21. The first synchromizing shait 26 1s supported on
the first interface support bracket 16 by the first extending
bracket 27. As in the first embodiment, in the second
embodiment, the first and second extending brackets are
mounted to the front of the interface support brackets 16 and
20, respectively. However, as discussed above 1n relation to
the first embodiment, the rotation support could alternatively
be provided by integrally formed brackets in the first and
second interface support brackets.

As discussed above, the rotational force applied to the
master drive barrel 10 by the motor 12, via the master drive
barrel shait 18, rotatably drives the barrel sprocket 22. This
rotational driven force of the drive barrel sprocket 22 1s
applied to the mterface n-sprocket 24 of the first synchro-
nizing shaft 26 via the drive connecting chain 23, which
couples the drive barrel sprocket 22 to the interface 1in-
sprocket 24, setting the first synchromizing shait 26 1n
rotational motion that 1s synchronized with the rotational
motion provided by the motor 12 to the master drive barrel
shaft 10. This rotation provided to the synchronizing shaift
26 by the sprocket and chain assembly 22, 23 and 24 1s then
passed along by the synchronizing shatt 26 to a slave barrel
34.

This 1s achieved by a second sprocket and chain assembly,
which consists of (a) the iterface out-sprocket 28, arranged
at the leftmost side of the first synchronizing shaft 26, that
1s, the side of the synchronizing shaft 26 closer to the motor,
(b) the drive connecting chain 29, and (c) the slave barrel
sprocket 30 athixed at the leftmost end of a slave barrel shaift
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32 of the first slave barrel 34. This second sprocket and chain
assembly 28, 29 and 30, seen clearly 1n FIG. 5, passes the
rotational motion of the first synchronizing shait 26 to the
first slave barrel 34, via the second sprocket and chain
assembly 28, 29, 30 that couples the first synchronizing shaft
26 and the first slave barrel shaft 32.

As can be seen 1n FIG. 7, the first slave barrel 34 passes
through the second interface support bracket 20. In the first
embodiment, the slave barrel 34 terminates by engaging the
end plate 36. However, in the second embodiment, the
assembly 100 1s arranged such that the first slave barrel 34
drives a second synchronmizing shaft 126, which in turn
drives a second slave barrel 134, which 1n turn can drive
additional slave barrels.

This can be seen 1n FIG. 8, which 1s an expanded view of
area of interest B from FIG. 6 and shows the area to the right
of the area shown 1n FIG. 7. As can be seen in FIG. 8, rather
than have the first slave barrel 34 terminate by rotational
connection to an end plate, as 1n the first embodiment, 1n the
second embodiment, i the assembly 100, the first slave
barrel 34 1s arranged, together with a set of third and fourth
interface support brackets, a second synchronizing shatt and
two further sprocket and chain assemblies, to further syn-
chronously pass along the rotational drive from the motor to
additional slave barrels.

In particular, as illustrated in FIG. 8, a second driving
stage of the assembly 100 (area of interest B 1n FIG. 6) 1s
shown 1n detail. As shown 1n FIG. 8, the first slave barrel 34
passes through a third interface support bracket 116 and then
terminates, at 1ts barrel shaft 32, after passing through a
fourth interface support bracket 120, mn a slave barrel
sprocket 122. At the end of the first slave barrel 34 distal the
motor 12, the first slave barrel shaft 32 of the first slave
barrel 34 engages the fourth interface support bracket 120,
passing through the fourth interface support bracket 120,
and being supported thereby, and terminates 1n the slave
barrel sprocket 122.

As discussed above 1n relation to FIG. 7, the first slave
barrel 34 1s rotationally driven by virtue of 1ts coupling with
the second sprocket and chain assembly 28, 29 and 30. The
rotational force of the first slave barrel 34 and 1ts shaft 32
rotationally drives a second synchronizing shaft 126 by a
third sprocket and chain assembly consisting of the first
slave barrel sprocket 122, a drive connecting chain 123 and
a second interface in-sprocket 124. The drive connecting
chain 123 couples the first slave barrel sprocket 122 to the
second 1nterface 1n-sprocket 124 arranged at the rightmost
end of the second synchronizing shaft 126, that 1s, the end
of the second synchronizing shaft 126 distal the motor 12.

As can be seen 1n FIG. 8, the leftmost end, that 1s the end
closer to the motor, of the second synchronizing shaft 126,
1s rotatably mounted to the third interface support bracket
116 by a third extending bracket 127. The nghtmost end 1s
rotatably mounted to the fourth interface support bracket
120 by a fourth extending bracket 121.

By this engagement, the third interface support bracket
116 provides a pass through for the first slave barrel 34, such
that the first slave barrel 34, and associated shaft 32, 1s
rotatably mounted between the second interface support
bracket 20 and the fourth interface support bracket 120, but
passes through an opeming 1n the third interface support
bracket 116. Also by this engagement, the second synchro-
nizing shaft 126 1s rotatably mounted between the third
interface support bracket 116 and the fourth interface sup-
port bracket 120, via third and fourth extending brackets 127
and 121.
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The second synchronizing shaft 126 1s supported on the
fourth mterface support bracket 120 by the fourth extending
bracket 121. The second synchronizing shaft 126 1s sup-
ported on the third interface support bracket 116 by the third
extending bracket 127. The third and fourth extending
brackets are mounted to the front of the interface support
brackets 116 and 120. However, the rotation support could
alternatively be provided by integrally formed brackets 1n
the third and fourth interface support brackets.

The rotational force applied to the first slave barrel 34
drives the first slave barrel sprocket 122. This rotational
driven force of the first slave barrel sprocket 122 1s applied
to the second interface in-sprocket 124 of the second syn-
chronizing shait 126 via the drive connecting chain 123,
which couples the first slave barrel sprocket 122 to the
second interface in-sprocket 124, setting the second syn-
chronizing shaft 126 in rotational motion that 1s synchro-
nized with the rotational motion provided by the motor 12,
the master drive barrel shaft 10, and the first slave barrel 34.
This rotation provided to the second synchronizing shaft 126
by the sprocket and chain assembly 122, 123 and 124 is then
passed along by the second synchronizing shaft 126 to a
second slave barrel 134.

The rotational drive of the second slave barrel 134 1s
achieved by a fourth sprocket and chain assembly, which
consists of (a) the interface sprocket 128, arranged at the
leftmost side of the second synchronizing shait 126, that 1s,
the side of the second synchronizing shait 126 closer to the
motor, (b) the drive connecting chain 129, and (c) the second
slave barrel sprocket 130 aflixed at the leftmost end of a
second slave barrel shait 132 of the second slave barrel 134.
This fourth sprocket and chain assembly 128, 129 and 130
between the second synchronizing shaft 126 and the second
slave barrel shaft 132 passes the rotational motion of the
second synchronizing shait 126 to the second slave barrel
134, which controls the winding up and down of the curtain
section 11c. As can be seen 1n FIG. 8, the second slave barrel
134 passes through the fourth interface support bracket 120.

Referring back to FIG. 6, 1n accordance with the second
embodiment, additional stages, with further slave barrels,
can be employed to cover larger and larger widths. For
example, FIG. 6 shows a third driving stage at which the
second slave barrel 134 drives a third slave barrel 234,
which controls the winding up and down of a curtain section
11d. This third driving stage utilizes two interface support
brackets and a third synchronizing shaft and functions to
pass the driving force of the second slave barrel 134 to the
third slave barrel 234 1n exactly the same manner as the
master drive barrel 10 drives the first slave barrel in, for
example, FIG. 7. While three driving stages are shown 1n
FIG. 6, the mnvention 1s not limited to this number of stages,
and additional stages may be added, as needed, using the
techniques described in detail in FIGS. 7 and 8. This permits
curtains 11a, 11b, 11c and 11d attached, respectively, to the
master drive barrel 10, the first slave barrel 34, the second
slave barrel 134 and the third slave barrel 234, to be raised
and lowered synchronously to one another, allowing the
staggered barrels (1.e., the master drive barrel 10 and the
first, second and third slave barrels 34, 134, 234) to span an
even larger space with minimal deflection of the barrels and
without the need for a control system to synchronize mul-
tiple motors.

Although example embodiments have been shown and
described 1n this specification and figures, 1t would be
appreciated by those skilled 1n the art that changes may be
made to the illustrated and/or described example embodi-
ments without departing from their principles and spirit.
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What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A master/slave shaft arrangement [extending] for a
curtain having two or movre sections hanging across an
opening defined by at least one structural element of a
building, the arrangement comprising:

a motor having an output shatft;

a first interface support bracket having a first extending
bracket, the first interface support bracket suspended
from above the master/slave shaft arrangement;

a second interface support bracket having a second
extending bracket, the second interface support bracket
suspended from above the master/slave shaft arrange-
ment,

a master drive barrel having a first end and a second end,
the first end being rotationally driven by the output
shaft of the motor to raise or lower a first section of the
curtain, the master drive barrel [having] engaging, at
the second end, the second interface support bracket
and terminating in a master drive sprocket;

a synchronizing shaft having a first end and a second end,
the synchronizing shaft being rotationally driven at its
second end by a first coupling assembly that includes
the master drive sprocket, the rotational driving of the
synchronizing shait being synchronous with the rota-
tional driving of the master drive barrel by the motor,
wherein the synchronizing shaft is freely rotatably
coupled to the first and second interface support brack-
ets via the first and second extending brackets, respec-
tively; and

a slave barrel, having a first end and a second end, the
slave barrel being rotationally mounted in the first
interface support bracket and rotationally driven at 1ts
first end by a second coupling assembly that rotation-
ally couples the first end of the synchronizing shaft
with the first end of the slave barrel so as to rotationally
drive the slave barrel to raise and lower a second
section of the curtain, the rotational driving of the slave
barrel being synchronous with the rotational driving of
the synchronizing shaft and the rotational driving of the
master drive barrel by the motor.

2. The arrangement according to claim 1, wherein the first
coupling assembly includes the master drive sprocket, a
synchronizing shaft in-sprocket, and a first drive connecting
chain coupled to the master drive sprocket and the synchro-
nizing shaft in-sprocket.

3. The arrangement according to claim 2, wherein the
second coupling assembly includes a slave drive sprocket
arranged at the first end of the slave barrel, a synchronizing
shaft out-sprocket, and a second drive connecting chain
coupled to the slave drive sprocket and the synchronizing
shaft out-sprocket.

[4. The arrangement according to claim 3, further com-
prising;:

a first interface support bracket having a first extending,

bracket; and

a second interface support bracket having a second
extending bracket,

wherein the synchronmizing shaft i1s 1freely rotatably
coupled to the first and second interface support brack-
ets via the first and second extending brackets, respec-
tively.]

5. The arrangement according to claim [4] /, wherein the
first end of the master drive barrel passes through an opening
in the first interface support bracket and the second end of
the master drive barrel engages the second interface support
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bracket and 1s supported thereby, and wherein the first
coupling assembly 1s arranged proximate the second inter-
face support bracket.

6. The arrangement according to claim 5, wherein the first
end of the slave barrel engages the first interface support
bracket and 1s supported thereby, and the second end of the
master drive barrel passes through an opening in the first
interface support bracket, and wherein the second coupling
assembly 1s arranged proximate the first interface support
bracket.

7. The arrangement according to claim 1, further com-
prising;:

a thivd interface support bracket having a thivd extending
bracket, the thivd interface support bracket suspended
from above the master/slave shaft arrangement;

a fourth interface support bracket having a fourth extend-
ing bracket, the fourth interface support bracket sus-
pended from above the master/slave shaft arrange-

ment;

a second slave barrel, having a first end and a second end;

a second synchromizing shait having a first end and a
second end:

a third coupling assembly; and

a fourth coupling assembly;

[a third interface support bracket; and]

[a fourth interface support bracket,]

wherein:

the second synchromzing shafit is freely rotatably coupled
to the third and fourth interface support brackets via
the third and fourth extending brackets, vespectively,
and 1s rotationally driven at its second end by the third
coupling assembly, the rotational driving of the second
synchronizing shait being synchronous with the rota-
tional driving of the slave barrel and the rotational
driving of the master drive barrel by the motor; and

the second slave barrel 1s rotationally driven at its first end
by the fourth coupling assembly, the fourth coupling
assembly rotationally coupling the first end of the
second synchronizing shaft with the first end of the
second slave barrel so as to rotationally drive the
second slave barrel to raise and lower a third section of
the curtain, the rotational driving of the second slave
barrel being synchronous with the rotational driving of
the second synchronizing shaft, the slave barrel, and the
rotational driving of the master drive barrel by the
motor.

8. The [assembly] arrangement according to claim 7,
wherein the first end of the second slave barrel passes
through an opening in the third interface support bracket and
the second end of the second slave barrel engages the fourth
interface support bracket and 1s supported thereby, and
wherein the third coupling assembly 1s arranged proximate
the fourth interface support bracket.

9. The arrangement according to claim 8, wherein the first
end of the second slave barrel engages the third interface
support bracket and 1s supported thereby and the second end
of the second slave barrel passes through an opening in the
fourth interface support bracket, and wherein the fourth
coupling assembly 1s arranged proximate the third interface
support bracket.

10. An assembly for driving fire curtains hkaving two or
movre sections, the assembly comprising:

(a) [an] a master/slave shaft arrangement extending
across an opening defined by at least one structural
clement of a building, the arrangement having:

(1) a motor having an output shaft,
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(ii) a first interface support bracket having a first
extending bracket, the first interface support bracket
suspended from above the master/slave shaft
arrvangementi;

(iii) a second interface support bracket having a second
extending bracket, the second interface support
bracket suspended from above the master/slave shaft
arrvangemenl,

[(i1)] (iv) a master drive barrel having a first end, and
a second end, and a rotational axis, the first end being
rotationally driven by the output shaft of the motor,
the master drive barrel [having] erngaging, at the
second end, the second interface support bracket and
terminating in a master drive sprocket,

[(ii1)] (v) a synchronizing shaft having a first end and a
second end, the synchronizing shaft being rotation-
ally driven at 1ts second end by a first coupling
assembly that includes the master drive sprocket, the
rotational driving of the synchronizing shaft being
synchronous with the rotational driving of the master
drive barrel by the motor, wherein the synchronizing
shaft is freely votatably coupled to the first and
second interface support brackets via the first and
second extending brackets, respectively, and

[iv)] (vi) a slave barrel, having a first end, a second
end, and a rotational axis, the slave barrel being
rotationally mounted in the first interface support
bracket and rotationally driven at its first end by a
second coupling assembly that rotationally couples
the first end of the synchronizing shaft with the first
end of the slave barrel so as to rotationally drive the
slave barrel, the rotational driving of the slave barrel
being synchronous with the rotational driving of the
synchronizing shait and the rotational driving of the
master drive barrel by the motor;

(b) a first curtain segment having a first curtain leading
edge positionable away from the master drive barrel
and a first curtain trailing edge arranged at the master
drive barrel, the first curtain segment being drivable by
the arrangement between a first, [retracted] raised
position 1 which the first curtain leading edge 1is
positioned at the master drive barrel and a second,
[extended] /owered position in which the first curtain
leading edge 1s positioned away from the master drive
barrel; and

(c) a second curtain segment having a second curtain
leading edge positionable away from the slave barrel
and a second curtain trailing edge arranged at the slave
barrel, the second curtain segment being drivable by
the arrangement between a first, [retracted] raised
position 1 which the second curtain leading edge 1s
positioned at the slave barrel and a second, [extended]
lowered position 1n which the second leading edge 1s
positioned away from the slave drive barrel and thereby
being positioned away from the master drive barrel,

wherein the arrangement 1s configured to synchromize the
driving of the first and second curtains between the
respective first and second positions.

11. The assembly according to claim 10, wherein the first
coupling assembly includes the master drive sprocket, a
synchronizing shaft in-sprocket, and a first drive connecting
chain coupled to the master drive sprocket and the synchro-
nizing shaft in-sprocket.

12. The assembly according to claim 11, wherein the
second coupling assembly includes a slave drive sprocket
arranged at the first end of the slave barrel, a synchronizing
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shaft out-sprocket, and a second drive connecting chain
coupled to the slave drive sprocket and the synchronizing
shaft out-sprocket.

[13. The assembly according to claim 12, further com-
prising:

a first interface support bracket having a first extending

bracket; and

a second interface support bracket having a second
extending bracket,

wherein the synchronizing shait 1s 1Ireely rotatably
coupled to the first and second interface support brack-
cts via the first and second extending brackets, respec-
tively.]

14. The assembly according to claim [13] /0, wherein the
first end of the master drive barrel passes through an opening
in the first intertace support bracket and the second end of
the master drive barrel engages the second interface support
bracket and 1s supported thereby, and wherein the first
coupling assembly 1s arranged proximate the second inter-
face support bracket.

15. The assembly according to claim 14, wherein the first
end of the slave barrel engages the first interface support
bracket and 1s supported thereby, and the second end of the
master drive barrel passes through an opening in the first
interface support bracket, and wherein the second coupling
assembly 1s arranged proximate the first interface support
bracket.

16. The assembly according to claim 10, wherein the
master drive barrel rotational axis and the slave barrel
rotational axis are coplanar.

17. The assembly according to claim 10, wherein the slave
barrel comprises a first slave barrel, the assembly further
comprising;

a thivd interface support bracket having a thivd extending
bracket, the thivd interface support bracket suspended
from above the master/slave shaft arrangement;

a fourth interface support bracket having a fourth extend-
ing bracket, the fourth interface support bracket sus-
pended from above the master/slave shaft arrange-
ment;

a second slave barrel, having a first end, a second end, and
a rotational axis;

a second synchronizing shait having a first end and a
second end:

a third coupling assembly; and

a Tfourth coupling assembly;

[a third interface support bracket; and

a fourth interface support bracket,]

wherein:

the second synchronizing shait 1s freely rotatably coupled
to the third and fourth interface support brackets via
the third and fourth extending brackets, vespectively,
and is rotationally driven at its second end by the third
coupling assembly, the rotational driving of the second
synchronizing shaft being synchronous with the rota-
tional driving of the first slave barrel and the rotational
driving of the master drive barrel by the motor; and

the second slave barrel 1s rotationally driven at 1ts first end
by the fourth coupling assembly, the fourth coupling
assembly rotationally coupling the first end of the
second synchronizing shait with the first end of the
second slave barrel so as to rotationally drive the
second slave barrel, the rotational driving of the second
slave barrel being synchronous with the rotational
driving of the second synchronizing shaft, the first
slave barrel, and the rotational driving of the master
drive barrel by the motor.
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18. The assembly according to claim 17, wherein the first
end of the first slave barrel passes through an opening in the
third interface support bracket and the second end of the first
slave barrel engages the fourth intertace support bracket and
1s supported thereby, and wherein the third coupling assem-
bly 1s arranged proximate the fourth interface support
bracket.

19. The assembly according to claim 18, wherein the first
end of the second slave barrel engages the third interface
support bracket and 1s supported thereby and the second end
of the second slave barrel passes through an opening in the
fourth interface support bracket, and wherein the fourth
coupling assembly 1s arranged proximate the third interface
support bracket.

20. The assembly according to claim 17, wherein the
rotational axis of the first slave barrel and the rotational axis
of the second slave barrel are coplanar.

21. A master/slave shaft arrangement extending across an

opening defined by at least one structural element of a
building, the arrangement comprising:

a first interface support bracket having a first extending
bracket, the first interface support bracket suspended
from above the master/slave shaft arrangement;

a second interface support bracket having a second
extending bracket, the second interface support bracket
suspended from above the master/slave shaft arrange-
ment,

a moltor,;
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a master drive barrvel having a first end and a second end,

the first end being votationally driven by and in engage-
ment with the motor to raise or lower a first section of
a curtain, the master drive barrel engaging, at the
second end, the second interface support bracket and
terminating in a master drive sprocket;

a synchronizing shaft having a first end and a second end,

the synchronizing shaft being rotationally driven at its
second end by a first coupling assembly that includes
the master drive sprocket, the votational drviving of the
synchronizing shaft being synchrvonous with the rota-
tional driving of the master drive barvel by the motor,
wherein the synchronizing shaft is freely rvotatably
coupled to the first and second interface support brack-
ets via the first and second extending brackets, respec-

tively; and

a slave barrel, having a first end and a second end, the

slave barrvel being rotationally mounted in the first
interface support bracket and rotationally mounted in
the first interface support bracket and votationally
driven at its first end by a second coupling assembly
that rotationally couples the first end of the synchro-
nizing shaft with the first end of the slave barrel so as
to rotationally drive the slave barrel to raise or lower
a second section of a curtain, the votational driving of
the slave barrvel being synchronous with the votational
driving of the synchronizing shaft and the rvotational
driving of the master drive barrvel by the motor.
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