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(57) ABSTRACT

A high efliciency airflow management system can be used to
reliably and consistently draw air through palletized product

stacks with a mimmum of energy expenditure. A racking
system 1s provided with a grid of pallet bays separated from
an air plenum/chamber by a wall having an airtlow opening
for each pallet bays. An air seal 1s formed at the periphery
ol each opening by resiliently flexible side seals and a top
seal to form a highly airtight interface between the pallet
assembly and the adjacent airflow opening. When a pressure
differential 1s developed between the chamber and the pallet
bay, air 1s efliciently drawn substantially exclusively through
the pallet assemblies with minimal leakage. The flexible
sealing arrangement accommodates pallet assemblies with
unevenly stacked rows of cases without significant loss of
system etliciency.
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HEAT TRANSFER SYSTEM FOR
WAREHOUSED GOODS

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ]| appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough
indicates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a broadening reissue application of

and claiming priority to U.S. Pat. No. 10,863,759, entitled
HEAT TRANSFER SYSTEM FOR WAREHOUSE GOODS,
issued Dec. 15, 2020, which 1s a continuation of application
Ser. No. 15/282,496, filed Sep. 30, 2016, now U.S. Pat. No.
10,194,682, issued Feb. 5, 2019, which claims the benefit
under Title 35, U.S.C. § 119(e) of U.S. Provisional Patent
Application Ser. No. 62/235,030, entitled HEAT TRANS-
FER SYSTEM FOR WAREHOUSED GOODS and filed on
Sep. 30, 2015, the entire disclosures of which [mare] are
hereby expressly incorporated by reference herein.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to a warchouse that 1s
capable of altering and/or holding steady the temperature of
a quantity of product housed 1n cases forming pallet assem-
blies and storing such product, e.g., bulk foods. More
particularly, the present disclosure relates to spacing, stack-
ing and heat transier structures used in such a warehouse.

2. Description of the Related Art

Freezer warchouses are known 1in which large pallets of
items including meats, fruit, vegetables, prepared foods, and
the like are frozen 1n blast rooms of a warehouse and then
are moved to a storage part of the warchouse to be main-

tained at a frozen temperature until their removal.
U.S. Pat. No. 8,783,047 entitled “Rack-Aisle Freezing

System for Palletized Product”, filed on Sep. 8, 2010, the
entire disclosure of which 1s hereby explicitly incorporated
by reference herein, relates to an improved system for
freezing food products. Shown 1 FIG. 1 1s a large ware-
house 2 that can be used to freeze and maintain perishable
foods or like products. Large pallets of items, including
meats, fruits, vegetables, prepared foods, and the like, are
sent to warechouse 2 to be frozen employing a system
whereby the palletized foods are frozen on storage racks.
FIG. 2 shows a top view of the interior of warehouse 2,
in which rows of palletized product are shown such that
pallet assemblies 52 abut chamber 6. As shown 1n FIG. 3,
rows of racking 14 (see also FIG. 8) are positioned between
aisles 10 and chambers 6. Fach chamber 6 1s enclosed by a
pair of end walls 15 and top panel 17. Spacers 20 (FIGS. 5-7)
separate respective rows of cases 22 to create a palletized
product stack in the form of pallet assembly 52 which can be
disposed and sealed against the exterior of racking 14 (FIG.

3) via forklifts 18 (see, e.g., FIGS. 3 and 4).

Air handlers 8, e.g., chillers or heaters (FIG. 2) provided
in the interior of warehouse 2 produce conditioned, e.g., cold
or warmed air and maintain the temperature of ambient air
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2

within the warehouse space at a desired temperature, e.g.,
+55° F. to -30° F. Thus, for purposes of the present
disclosure, “air conditioner” refers to an air handler which

can produce air conditioned to a desired state, e.g., heated or
cooled. While warehouse 2 could be utilized to either freeze,
cool or thaw a quantity of product housed in cases contained
on pallet assemblies 52, the remaining description will use
the example of a warehouse freezer, 1t being understood that
similar arrangements and principles will be applied to a
warchouse utilized to thaw product, with the air handler
comprising a heater as opposed to a chiller.

Adjacent pairs of racking structures 14 (FIGS. 2-4) define
a plurality of adjacent airtlow chambers 6 (FIGS. 2 and 4)
having air intake openings on opposite sides thereof and a
plurality of air outlets having air moving devices, such as
exhaust fans 12, on top panels 17, which cause conditioning
air to be drawn into chambers 6 through the air intake
openings 1n racking 14 and to then exhaust into the ware-
house space. The plurality of airflow chambers 6 are each
defined by a pair of end walls 15 and top wall 17 having one
or more air outlets and exhaust fans 12 associated therewith
(FIG. 3). Pallet assemblies 52 (FIG. 5) are pressed against
the intake openings 1n racking 14 such that a seal 1s formed
between the pallets and the intake openings via side periph-
ery seals, a bottom periphery seal, and a top periphery seal.
The seals together define each respective intake opening.
Freezing air 1s drawn through air pathways 16 (FIGS. 2, 4,
and 5) within the palletized product 1n a direction towards
chamber 6 to thereby quickly freeze the product. As shown
in FIG. 5, spacers 20 may be placed between rows of cases

22 of product 1n an attempt to provide air pathways 24
through which airflow can enter chamber 6.

U.S. Pat. No. 8,919,142 entitled “Swing Seal for a Rack-
Aaisle Freezing and Chilling System”, filed on Mar. 29, 2011,
the entire disclosure of which 1s hereby explicitly incorpo-
rated by reference herein, discloses a top periphery seal
useable to seal an intake opening as described above and
which automatically adjusts to the height of pallet assembly
52 as illustrated 1n FIG. 6. As illustrated 1in FIG. 6, pallet
assembly 52 (comprised of a plurality of cases 22 stacked on
spacers 20 and pallet 4) can be positioned along pallet guide
56 and pressed against airtlow opening 34 such that a seal 1s
formed between pallet assembly 52 and airflow opening 54
via side periphery seals, a bottom periphery seal and an
automatically adjustable top periphery seal surrounding air-
flow opening 34. With such a construction, chilling or
freezing air 1s drawn through air pathways 16 formed
through pallet assembly 52, as illustrated 1n FIGS. 2, 4 and
5.

FIG. 5 illustrates predicate spacer 20 which 1s formed 1n
an undulating “egg carton” configuration. As illustrated 1n
FIG. 7, individual cases 22 can crush under the weight of the
product contained therein and the product contained 1n cases
stacked directly above to cause overlap of cases 22 with a
spacer 20 and prohibit airflow between product cases 22
positioned on opposite sides of the obstructed spacer 20.
Undulating spacers 20 are particularly susceptible to
obstruction due to drooping or sagging cases 22 due to the
inconsistent support structure caused by the “hill and valley”™
configuration of such spacers. FIG. 7 illustrates case crush-
ing and drooping at various sides and levels of pallet
assembly 52; however, this phenomenon 1s, 1 practice,
more prevalently seen with respect to the spacers 20 sepa-
rating lower rows of cases 22, as the bottom of pallet
assembly 52 contains the heaviest cumulative load of cases
22 stacked thereon.
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In the above described installation, utilizing “egg carton”™
spacers 20, heat transier from chilled ambient air 1n ware-

house 2 to the products contained in cases 22 i1s eflected
through forced convection which 1s facilitated by the 1rregu-
lar shape of egg carton spacers 20 to allow airtlow 1n all
directions through pallet assembly 52. Alternative spacers
such as wood slat spacers may also be utilized to separate
cases 22 on pallet 4.

For maximum eflectiveness of thermal transier between
the conditioned air in warehouse 2 and the product contained
in product cases 22, 1t 1s desirable to have air within the
spacers continuously refreshed and replaced with condi-
tioned air from warehouse 2. One may to achieve this air
movement 1s to use fans 12 (FIGS. 3 and 4) to drive airflow
through and around pallet assemblies 52.

SUMMARY

The present disclosure provides a high efliciency airflow
management system which can be used to reliably and
consistently draw air through palletized product stacks with
a mimimum of energy expenditure. A racking system 1is
provided with a grnid of pallet bays separated from an air
plenum/chamber by a wall having an airflow opening for
cach pallet bays. An air seal 1s formed at the periphery of
cach opening by resiliently flexible side seals and a top seal
to form a highly airtight interface between the pallet assem-
bly and the adjacent airflow opening. When a pressure
differential 1s developed between the chamber and the pallet
bay, air 1s efliciently drawn substantially exclusively through
the pallet assemblies with minimal leakage. The flexible
sealing arrangement accommodates pallet assemblies with
unevenly stacked rows of cases without significant loss of
system etliciency.

In certain exemplary embodiments, the racking system
may further include an air dam within the plenum which
operates to compensate for a vacant bay by automatically
closing some or the entire air flow opening upon removal of
the pallet assembly from the bay. For example, the air dam
may take advantage of the increased air flow which results
from removing the pallet assembly from 1ts seal configura-
tion against the air flow opening to pivot or swivel an air
dam to a shut position to prevent significant draws of air
through the vacant bay and into the plenum. This vacant bay
compensation system cooperates with the tight air seal 1n
occupied pallet bays to minimize the power required of the
fans serving the plenum.

The disclosure, 1n one form thereot, provides an instal-
lation for warehousing palletized product, comprising: a
pallet racking assembly comprising: a pallet receiving space
s1zed and configured to receive a pallet assembly including
a pallet and a plurality of vertically stacked rows of cases
disposed on the pallet and providing an airtlow pathway
through the vertically stacked rows of cases; an airflow
chamber including an air inlet and an air outlet; an air
handler positioned to direct air into the airflow chamber
from the air inlet and exhaust air from the airflow chamber
through the air outlet; a wall disposed between the pallet
receiving space and the airflow chamber, the wall having at
least one airflow opening having a substantially planar
opening periphery defimng an opening plane, the airtlow
opening sized and positioned to be engaged by the pallet
assembly when the pallet assembly 1s pressed against the
opening periphery; a first side seal and disposed along a first
side edge of the opening periphery, the first side seal
defining a resiliently deformable first seal surface extending
from the first side edge 1nto the pallet recerving space, such
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that the first seal surface faces the pallet receiving space and
defines a first obtuse angle with the opening plane; a second

side seal and disposed along a second side edge of the
opening periphery, the second side seal defining a resiliently
deformable second seal surface extending from the second
side edge into the pallet receiving space, such that the
second seal surface faces the pallet receiving space and
defines a second obtuse angle with the opening plane.

The disclosure, in another form thereof, provides an
installation for warehousing pallets of product, comprising:
a plurality of pallet assemblies, each pallet assembly com-
prising: a pallet; a plurality of vertically stacked rows of
cases disposed on the pallet and providing an airtlow path-
way through the vertically stacked rows of cases containing
the product; and at least one spacer disposed between the
plurality of vertically stacked rows of cases, the spacer
having a longitudinal airflow channel formed therethrough;
and a pallet racking assembly comprising: a plurality of
pallet bays having the plurality of pallet assemblies remov-
ably received therein; an airtflow chamber including an air
inlet and an air outlet; an air handler positioned to direct air
into the airtlow chamber from the air mlet and exhaust air
from the airflow chamber through the air outlet; a wall
disposed between the plurality of pallet bays and the airtlow
chamber, the wall having an airflow opening in each of the
plurality of pallet bays, each airflow opening having a
substantially planar opening periphery defining an opening
plane, the airtlow opening sized and positioned to be
engaged by the pallet assembly when the pallet assembly 1s
pressed against the opening periphery;

The disclosure, 1n a further form thereof, provides a
method of sealing an airtlow opening with a pallet assembly,
the method comprising: advancing the pallet assembly 1nto
a pallet bay along a depth direction until the pallet assembly
reaches a seat position adjacent the airtlow opening; during
the step of advancing the pallet assembly, engaging the
pallet assembly with a resiliently flexible left side seal and
a resiliently flexible right side seal disposed at the left and
right edges of the airflow opening respectively; during the
step of engaging, deflecting the left side seal and the right
side seal toward the airflow opening along the depth direc-
tion and away from the airflow opening along a lateral
direction, such that the left side seal and right side seal
conform to left and right vertical edges of the pallet assem-
bly respectively; and during the step of advancing the pallet
assembly, engaging the pallet assembly with a top seal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above mentioned and other features and objects of
this disclosure, and the manner of attaining them, waill
become more apparent and the disclosure 1tself will be better
understood by reference to the following description of
embodiments of the disclosure taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a warehouse incorporating,
a heat transfer system 1n accordance with the present dis-
closure;

FIG. 2 1s a diagrammatic top view of a heat transfer
warchouse incorporating the system of the present disclo-
SUre;

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of the interior of the
warehouse 1llustrated 1n FIG. 1;

FIG. 4 1s a perspective, end view of two rows of racking
separated by an airflow chamber;

FIG. 5 1s a perspective view showing a desired airtlow
through a pallet assembly;
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FIG. 6 1s a perspective view illustrating loading of pallet
assemblies into the racking illustrated, e.g., in FIGS. 3 and
4;

FIG. 7 1s a perspective view of a pallet assembly 1ncor-
porating a predicate spacer;

FIG. 8 1s a perspective view ol a portion of a racking
structure accommodating 24 pallet assemblies on each side
thereot;

FIG. 9 1s an end view of a pallet assembly 1n accordance
with the present disclosure;

FIG. 10 1s a perspective view ol a multi-bay racking
system including resiliently flexible side seals 1n accordance
with the present disclosure;

FIG. 11 1s a perspective view of a portion of the racking
system shown 1n FIG. 10, illustrating the placement of fans
atop a plenum;

FI1G. 12 1s a perspective view of vacant bay 1n the racking
system of FIG. 10, showing two flexible side seals and a top
swing seal;

FIG. 13 1s a top plan view of a portion of the vacant bay
shown 1n FIG. 12, taken along the line XIII-XIII of FIG. 12,
illustrating an undeflected side seal;

FIG. 14 1s another top plan view of the side seal shown 1n
FIG. 13, in which the side seal 1s deflected by a pallet
assembly engaged therewith;

FIG. 15 1s a top perspective view ol a portion of the
racking assembly shown in FIG. 10, illustrating occupied
and vacant bays;

FIG. 16 1s an elevation view of a portion of the racking
assembly shown in FIG. 10, taken from within the air
plenum of the assembly, and illustrating engagement of
unevenly stacked pallet cases with the resiliently flexible
side seal:;

FIG. 17A 1s a cross-section, elevation view of a top swing,
seal 1n accordance with the present disclosure, taken along
the line XVII-XVII of FIG. 12, and illustrating an at-rest
position of the swing seal;

FIG. 17B 1s another cross-section, elevation view of a top
swing seal 1n accordance with the present disclosure, taken
along the line XVII-XVII of FIG. 12, and illustrating an
at-rest position of the swing seal;

FIG. 17C 1s a perspective view of a swing seal weight
assembly 1n accordance with the present disclosure;

FIG. 18 15 a schematic, elevation view of a portion of the
racking assembly shown 1n FIG. 10, 1n which the pallet bay
1s occupied and an air dam disposed within the air plenum
in a non-engaged configuration; and

FIG. 19 1s another schematic, elevation view of the
portion of the racking assembly shown in FIG. 18, 1n which
the pallet bay 1s vacant and the air dam has moved to its
engaged configuration].],

FIG. 20 is another schematic, elevation view of the
portion of the racking assembly shown in FIG. 18 with an
alternative air dam.

Corresponding reference characters indicate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several views. Although the exem-
plifications set out herein illustrate embodiments of the
disclosure, 1n several forms, the embodiments disclosed
below are not intended to be exhaustive or to be construed
as limiting the scope of the disclosure to the precise forms
disclosed.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure provides a system and method for
ciiciently directing air tflow through pallet assemblies 52
with a minimum of energy expenditure by the fans which

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

6

drive such air flow. In particular, and as described in further
detail below, the present disclosure provides racking assem-
bly 214 (FIG. 10) including an arrangement of resiliently
flexible side seals 260, 262 disposed along the side edges of
an airflow opening 54. The side seals 260, 262 cooperate
with either a swing seal 40 or a top seal (not shown) to
provide a substantially air tight seal between pallet assem-
blies 52 and the periphery of respective air tlow openings 34
(FIG. 15). This 1illustrated arrangement of seals, together
with the overall air tight structure of racking assembly 214,
ensures that pressure differentials induced by fans 212
between chamber 6 and the ambient warehouse environment
will cause airflow exclusively through the intended path-
ways through and between cases 22 of pallet assemblies 52
via airflow openings 34, without any significant “leakage” or
“spillage” of air around pallet assemblies 52.

In addition, an arrangement of air dams 270 (FIGS. 18 and
19) may be provided within or external to air chamber 6 and
configured to substantially reduce or eliminate air flow
through vacant bays 202 of racking 214 when pallet assem-
blies are removed therefrom. By restricting such vacant-bay
air flow, the desired pressure differential between chamber 6
and the ambient air of warchouse 2 may be reliably main-
tamned without increasing the power requirements of fans
212.

1. Palletized Product Environment, Assembly and
Arrangement.

Pallet assemblies 52 form a part of warchouse 1nstallation
2 depicted, e.g., n FIG. 2. The general structure and
components of warchouse 2 are described above in the
background section of this document. A portion of this
description will be repeated here to facilitate an understand-
ing ol the present invention. As illustrated in FIG. 2,
warchouse 2 includes rack rows 26 separated by chambers
6 and aisles 10. As 1llustrated in FIGS. 3 and 4, racks 14 are
sized for receiving a plurality of pallet assemblies 32.
Racking 14 can be sized to receive a different number of
pallet assemblies, as necessary. Diflerent assemblies of
racking 14 are illustrated, e.g., in FIGS. 3, 4, 8 and 10.

As depicted, e.g., 1n FIG. 9, pallet assemblies 52 include
pallet 4, on which a plurality of cases 22 are stacked, with
spacers 30 interposed between layers of cases 22. Spacers 30
are provided to facilitate airtlow across the entire down-
stream extent of pallet assemblies 52, thereby ensuring heat
transierring airflows to all of cases 22 among the various
layers stacked upon pallets 4. Exemplary spacers and other
racking systems and structures which may be used in

conjunction with the present disclosure are described 1n U.S.
Patent Application Publication No. 2014/02°73793, filed Jan.

28, 2014 and entitled HEAT TRANSFER SYSTEM FOR
WAREHOUSED GOODS, and in U.S. Patent Application
Publication No. 2014/0273801, filed Mar. 15, 2013 and
entitlted SPACER FOR A WAREHOUSE RACK-AISLE
HEAT TRANSFER SYSTEM, the entire disclosures of
which are hereby explicitly incorporated herein by refer-
ence.

With pallet assemblies 52 arranged 1n rows and columns
on racks 14, warehouse 1nstallation 2 can be utilized to raise,
lower and/or maintain the temperature of a quantity of
product contained in cases 22 to a desired set point. As
illustrated 1 FIGS. 3 and 4, aisles 10 are suiliciently wide
to allow forklifts 18 to access pallet assemblies 32. Typical
aisle width 1s between 5 feet to 14 feet depending on the type
of lift equipment. Pallet assemblies 52 each include a pallet
4 at the bottom thereof. As used 1n this document, “pallet”
1s used to denote a standard warehouse pallet of box section
open at least two ends (some pallets are called 4-way pallets
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due to fork openings on all 4-sides) to allow the entry of the
forks of a forklift so that a palletized load, 1.e., pallet
assembly 52, can be raised, moved about and set down
casily.

Racks 14 define airflow opemings 54 fluidly connected to
a chamber 6, which, 1n the exemplary embodiment 1llus-
trated, 1s enclosed by a pair of end walls 15 and top panel 17.
Pallet assemblies 52 are disposed and sealed against the air
intake openings formed in racks 14, as described 1n detail
below. Referring to FIG. 2, air handlers 8 are operably
connected to (e.g., disposed within) warehouse space 2 so
that air handlers 8 can condition (e.g., heat or cool) the
ambient air 1n warehouse space to a desired temperature. In
the event that warehouse space 2 1s utilized to freeze product
contained 1n cases 22, air handlers 8 may be chillers which
produce air on the order of =5° F. to —30° F. In the event that
warchouse space 2 1s utilized to thaw product contained in
cases 22, air handlers 8 may be heaters which produce air on
the order of 30° F. to 60° F. Additional air handlers,
illustratively fans 12, circulate ambient air conditioned by
air handlers 8 such that air conditioned by air handlers 8
flows through pallet assemblies 52 and through airtlow
openings 34 formed in racks 14.

In one exemplary embodiment, pallet 4 defines a standard
40 1inch by 48 1nch rectangular outer perimeter. With such a
pallet, first surface 32 and second surface 34 of spacer 30
illustrated 1n FIG. 9 will both be substantially rectangular 1n
shape and about 40 inches by about 48 inches. Stated
another way, first surface 32 and second surface 34 are both
nominally rectangular and nominally measure about 40
inches by 48 inches. In certain alternative embodiments,
spacers 30 will be slightly oversized with respect to pallet 4,
¢.g., by having an overhang of up to an inch relative to the
perimeter of pallet 4. These embodiments are also consid-
ered to be sized and shaped “about congruent” to the outer
perimeter of pallet 4. Alternative pallet sizes, such as a
standard European pallet may be utilized. Spacers 30 may be
about congruent with the pallet and cases with which the
spacers 30 are paired.

As 1illustrated 1n, e.g., FIG. 9, spacers 30 may have
longitudinal airflow channels 38 formed therethrough. Air-
flow channels 38 facilitate a generally longitudinal, direc-
tional flow of air through the spacer from an input at one side
of the palletized product assembly 52 to an output at an
opposite side. Further discussion of exemplary longitudinal

channels and spacer arrangements can be found in U.S.
Patent Application Publication No. 2014/02°73793, filed Jan.

28, 2014 and entitled HEAT TRANSFER SYSTEM FOR
WAREHOUSED GOODS, and in U.S. Patent Application
Publication No. 2014/0273801, filed Mar. 15, 2013 and
entitled SPACER FOR A WAR CFHOUSE RACK-AISLE
HEAT TRANSFER SYSTEM, the entire disclosures of
which are hereby explicitly incorporated herein by refer-
ence. Although spacers 30 provide enhanced airflow and
heat transier performance characteristics as compared to
predicate spacers 20 and are used 1in an exemplary embodi-
ment of pallet assembly 52, 1t 1s contemplated that spacers
20 may also be used in pallet assembly 52 together with
racking 214 (described further below), as required or desired
for a particular application.

2. Racking Assembly and Pallet/Rack Interface.

Turning now to FIG. 10, racking assembly 214 1s shown
with pallet receiving spaces, heremaiter referred to as bays
202 arranged 1n six rows of four bays. As described above,
bays 202 of racking 214 may be provided 1n any configu-
ration of columns and rows, as may be required or desired
for a particular application, or may be provided with a single
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bay 202 1n some applications. In the 1llustrated embodiment
of FIG. 10, various bays 202 are shown vacant, while other
bays 202 include a pallet assembly 52 received therein and
sealingly engaged over airflow openings 54.

As Turther described below, each bay 202 includes left
side seal 260 and right side seal 262 which cooperate to
prevent airflow around the sides of pallet assemblies 32
during operation of the installation, e.g., via air pathways 16
as shown 1n FIG. 5. Each bay 202 may also include a top
seal, such as swing seal 40 disposed 1n the upper portion of
cach airflow openming 54, which prevents airtlow over the top
of pallet assembly 52.

As also described further below, each airtlow opening 54
may have air dam 270 positioned behind opening 54 (FIGS.
18 and 19) and within air plenum or chamber 6 1n order
prevent large-volume flows of air through airtlow openings
54 when bays 202 are vacant. In an exemplary embodiment,
the 1llustrated arrangement of seals and air dams cooperate
to provide a highly airtight interface between chamber 6 and
bays 202, such that substantial air flows may be achieved
substantially exclusively through pallet assemblies 52. Ths
ensures that the electrical power provided to fans 212 1s used
solely for its intended purpose of transierring heat to or away
from the product in cases 22, and therefore enables the use
of smaller and/or reduced-power fans as compared to what
would be required for a more “leaky” system. Such reduced-
power Tans may be less expensive to purchase and maintain,
and require minimal expenditure on electrical power for
operation.

For purposes of the present disclosure, reference direc-
tions relative to racking assembly 214 are taken from the
perspective ol an operator of racking assembly 214 facing
bays 202 from within aisle 10 (FIG. 2). Thus, a “depth
direction” 1s the direction of insertion or removal of pallet
assembly 32 1nto or out of a respective bay 202. The depth
direction 1s therefore the direction along which the depth
dimension of bays 202 i1s measured. Similarly, a “width
direction” refers to a transverse direction perpendicular to
{
C

he depth direction. The width direction 1s therefore the
lirection along which the width of bays 202 1s measured,
with the width of an 1llustrated bay 202 being the shortest
distance between a pair of pallet guides 56. Finally, a “height
direction” refers to a vertical direction perpendicular to both
the depth and width directions.

The width direction 1s
therefore the direction along which the overall height of
bays 202 1s measured. In the i1llustrative embodiment of FIG.
13, opening plane P 1s defined by airflow openings 54 and
extends along the width and height directions and 1s per-
pendicular to the depth direction.

As best seen m FIGS. 11 and 15, pallet assembly 52
interacts with side seals 260, 262 and swing seal 40 when
received and seated within a vacant bay 202. As noted
above, pallet assembly 52 may include several layers of
stacked cases 22 on top of pallet 4, with airflow spacers 30
disposed between respective layers. Assembly 52 1s depos-
ited 1nto a vacant bay 202 by passing pallet 4 into pallet
guides 56 and advancing pallet assembly 352 along the depth
direction into the bay 202 until pallet 4 abuts pallet stop
frame member 238. Pallet stop frame member 238 1s sub-
stantially flush with airflow opening 34, which 1 turn
defines a substantially planar opening periphery defining
opening plane P as shown i FIG. 13.

If the various cases 22 and spacers 30 of pallet assembly
52 are evenly stacked upon one another, cases 22 and
spacers 30 may cooperate with the adjacent portions of wall
230 to form a marginal air seal 1n this “fully seated” position
of pallet assembly 52. This marginal seal may allow an
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acceptably low amount of air to flow around pallet assembly
52 and 1nto airflow opening 34, 1.e., air pathways 16 (FIG.
5) may be acceptably low.

However, as best seen 1n FIG. 16, some pallet assemblies
may have unevenly stacked cases 22 and/or spacers 30. Such
uneven stacking may result from, e.g., shifting during trans-
port, variable sizes among cases 22, or imprecise stacking of
cases 22 and/or spacers 30 during preparation of pallet
assembly 52. When unevenly stacked 1n this way, substantial
gaps may exist between respective cases 22 and/or spacers
and the adjacent periphery of airflow opening 34 even when
pallet 4 1s fully seated against pallet stop frame member 238.
Left side seal 260 and right side seal 262 are disposed along
respective side edges of the periphery of airflow opening 54,
as best seen 1n FIG. 12, minimize or eliminate airflow via
pathways 16 (FIG. 35) arising from such uneven stacking
arrangements, as further described below.

In an exemplary embodiment, side seals 260, 262 extend
vertically from the base of airflow opening 354, illustrated as
the top of pallet stop frame member 238 1n FIG. 12, to the
upper edge of the periphery of opening 54. This full-height
configuration ensures that the side seals will be maintained
regardless of the amount of rotation experienced by swing
seal 40, which 1s dependent on the height of pallet assembly
52. A lower height of pallet assembly 52 results 1n relatively
less rotation when assembly 52 1s fully seated in bay 202
(see, e.g., FIG. 18), but for a taller pallet assembly 52 (such
as a pallet assembly 52 which occupies nearly the entire
vertical height of pallet bay 202), swing seal 40 may rotate
into chamber 6 by a substantial amount. In this tall-pallet
configuration, the 1llustrated full-height side seals 260, 262
can maintain an airtight side seal even i1 portions of swing
seal 40 rotate away Ifrom the periphery of opening 34.
However, in some embodiments, 1t may be suitable to
terminate side seals 260, 262 at a lower height, including as
low as the lower edge of swing seal 40.

In the illustrated embodiment, lett side seal 260 and right
side seal 262 are mirror images of one another about a
vertical plane bisecting bay 202 (1.e., a vertical plane extend-
ing in the depth direction). Accordingly, both side seals 260,
262 have the same structure and spatial arrangement with
respect to the surrounding structures of racking assembly
214, and a reference to left side seal 260 can be taken as a
corresponding reference to right side seal 262.

Side seal 260 1s made from a resiliently deformable
materal, 1llustratively from a series of substantially parallel
resiliently deformable fibers 264, as shown 1n FIG. 13. This
type of seal 1s commonly referred to a “brush seal” because
the fibers 264 combine to form a brush-like appearance.
Through the individual deformation of fibers 264, side seal
260 can sclectively resiliently deform along 1ts entire ver-
tical extent to closely conform to each individual case 22
and/or spacer 30 of pallet assembly 52, regardless of the
non-uniform corner surfaces which may be presented by
these structures as shown in FIG. 16. In the illustrated
embodiment, fibers 264 of seal 260 extend outwardly away
from plane P of airflow opening 54 (FIG. 13) 1n both the
depth direction (1.e., fibers 264 protrude inwardly into pallet
bay 202) and 1n the width direction (1.e., fibers 264 protrude
laterally away from airtlow opening 34). However, fibers
264 are cach substantially parallel with the ground, and
therefore do not extend vertically along the height direction
by a substantial amount (e.g., each fiber 264 protrudes
vertically by less than 5% of 1ts axial length). As best seen
in FI1G. 16, this configuration of fibers 264 takes advantage
of the generally rectangular cuboid shape of cases 22 and
spacers 30 such that fibers 264 follow the right-angle
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contour of pallet assembly 52, to minimize air gaps between
side seal 260 and unevenly stacked pallet assembly 52.

In addition, the fibers 264 of seal 260 are arranged to
collectively present a substantially planar seal surface to the
incoming corners of pallet assembly 52, with the seal surface
facing into the pallet bay 202 as illustrated 1n FIG. 12. This
substantially planar seal surface defines obtuse angle o with
plane P, as shown 1in FIG. 13. In an exemplary embodiment,
angle o 1s between 120 and 150 degrees. When pallet
assembly 352 1s received into and seated within bay 202, as
shown by a comparison of FIGS. 13 and 14, this angular
arrangement of the seal surface ensures that seal 260
deforms both 1n a depth direction, 1.e., individual fibers 264
are urged deeper 1nto bay 202 toward airflow opeming 54 and
chamber 6, as well as 1n a width direction, 1.e., fibers 264 are
urged sideways laterally away from pallet bay 202 and
opening 54, as shown in FIG. 14. As noted above, left side
seal 260 1s a mirror 1mage of right side seal 262 1n the
illustrated embodiment. Accordingly, the resiliently deform-
able seal surface formed by right side seal 262 also defines
obtuse angle o which, mm an exemplary embodiment, is
identical to angle o defined by left side seal 260.

Although side seals 260, 262 are illustrated as resiliently
deformable “brush seals” having seal fibers 264 as described
above, 1t 1s contemplated that other resiliently deformable
materials may be used to create the angled seal surfaces for
similar engagement with the left and right corners of pallet

assembly 52. For example, 1t 1s contemplated that a suitable
seal surface can be formed from a sheet of flexible fabric,
plastic or latex material stretched within a frame having the
desired periphery and orientation. In another alternative, a
resiliently deformable block of foam may be used, with the
foam forming a sealing surface of similar size, shape, and
orientation as the sealing surfaces of seals 260, 262. More-
over, any material may be chosen to form the sealing
surfaces of seals 260, 262, provided that the matenals
present a “tangent” surface to the respective corners of pallet
assembly 52 which can deflect to fill or substantially fill
respective gaps formed by unevenly stacked cases 22, as
shown 1 FIG. 16. This “tangent” surface 1s generally
contacted directly by the corners of pallet assembly 52, such
that the surfaces of individual cases 22 which form each
respective portion of the corners form an acute angle with
the adjacent sealing surface 260 or 262. For a typical case 22
having a corner which forms a right angle as shown 1n FIG.
13, for example, the adjacent surfaces of the case 22 form
angles equal to (a-90) degrees and (180-¢.) degrees respec-
tively, both of which are acute angles where . 1s obtuse as
noted above.

As noted above, swing seals 40 are used at the top portion
of airflow opening 54 1n order to seal the top 1nner corner of
pallet assembly 52 against the forward facing surface of
swing seal 40 to prevent air leakage over the top of pallet
assembly 52 and through the top portion of airtlow opening
54 when pallet assembly 52 1s shorter than opening 54, as
shown 1n FIG. 18. Additional details of an exemplary swing
seal 40 are disclosed 1n U.S. Pat. No. 8,919,142, filed Mar.
29, 2011 and entitled “Swing Seal for a Rack Aisle Freezing
and Chilling System”, the entire disclosure of which 1is
hereby explicitly mcorporated by referenced herein. When
pallet assembly 52 1s fully seated 1n pallet bay 202 and pallet
4 1s abutted against pallet stop Irame member 238 as
described above, a seal 1s formed between the upper edge of
pallet assembly 52 and the adjacent seal surface 64 of swing
seal 40 (FIG. 17). Swing seal 40 “automatically” adjusts to
the height of pallet assembly 52, by pivoting as far as needed
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into chamber 6 to maintain a tight and even seal across the
top mner edge of pallet assembly 52, as 1llustrated 1n FIGS.
6 and 18.

Turning now to FIG. 17, an exemplary embodiment of
swing seal 40 1s 1llustrated 1n cross-section, showing pivot
point 60 which forms the horizontal pivot axis of swing seal
40. Swing seal 40 1s pivotably connected to bracket 62 at
pivot point 60, and bracket 62 i1s connected to vertical
member 236 within bay 202. Thus, seal surface 64 of swing,
seal 40 sits proud of opening plane P and within bay 202 as
illustrated. This configuration ensures that when pallet
assembly 52 1s fully seated within pallet bay 202, seal
surface 64 will reliably engage the uppermost row of cases
22 to form the desired seal, even 1f cases 22 are slightly
misaligned, e.g., 1f the top row of cases 22 have shifted along
the depth direction toward the opening of bay 202 and aisle
10.

In order to further ensure a substantially air tight sealing
engagement between seal surface 64 and pallet assembly 52,
weight 68 may be disposed on the dished surface 66 opposite
seal surface 64, and positioned nominally rearwardly (1.e.,
toward chamber 6) of pivot point 60 such that weight 68
creates a moment urging swing seal 40 to pivot inwardly
toward pallet bay 202 as 1llustrated in FIG. 17. Thus, 1n the
illustrated at-rest position, seal surface 64 is pivoted further
inwardly toward pallet bay 202 1n its at-rest orientation, as
compared to a substantially vertical at-rest orientation which
would result from using swing seal 40 without weight 68.
This inward pivot further ensures firm engagement of seal
surface 64 with pallet assembly 52, as shown in FIG. 18. In
an exemplary embodiment, swing seal 40 may be about 30
inches 1n height and about 40 inches wide to accommodate
a 40 inch wide pallet as described above. In this size, weight
68 may be formed as a bar extending across the lower
portion of dished surface 66, having a weight of between 1
pound and 5 pounds and positioned between 1 inch and 12
inches rearwardly of pivot point 60, where the “rearward”
direction 1s taken to be a direction perpendicular to seal
surface 64.

In an alternative embodiment shown in FIG. 17B, swing
seal weight assembly 70 may be used 1n place of, or 1n
addition to, weight 68 shown 1n FIG. 17A. As best seen 1n
FIG. 17C, weight assembly 70 includes left and nght
L-shaped pivot arms 72, 74 including a generally vertical
portion which extends downwardly from p1vot point 60, and
a generally horizontal portion which extends rearwardly
away from swing seal 40 into plenum 6. Pivot arms 72, 74
are joined at the ends of the rearwardly-extending portions
by crossbar 76, and stop limit brackets 78 are coupled to
outer surfaces of each of pivot arms 72, 74. Pivot apertures
72A, T4 A are formed near the respective ends of the vertical
portions of pivot arms 72, 74, opposite crossbar 76, and
serve as a mounting point to pivotably attach weight assem-
bly 70 to racking 14 (e.g., to vertical members 236 of
racking 14) as further described below. Crossbar 76 further
includes apertures 76 A for atlixation of additional weight to
assembly 70, as needed. In an exemplary embodiment,
assembly 70 1s created from metal bar stock (e.g., steel)
welded together to form a unitary whole with significant
mass.

Referning still to FIG. 17B, assembly 70 1s pivotably
attached to brackets 62 at pivot points 60, via fasteners or a
pivot axle passing through pivot apertures 72A and 74B on
the left and right sides respectively (FIG. 17B 1s a cross-
section showing the right-side attachment point, 1t being
understood that the left side attachment 1s the same). Swing,
seal assembly 70 may be fixed to swing seal 40 at pivot
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points 60, such that swing seal 40 and weight assembly 70
rotate together as a single unit. Alternatively, weight assem-
bly 70 may rotate independently of swing seal 40, and may
urge swing seal 40 into bay 202 (as described below) by
contact between brackets 78 and the edges of dished surface
66, and/or by contact between pivot bars 72, 74 and the 1nner
portion of dished surface 66.

In use, the rearwardly-extending portions of pivot arms
72, 74 and crossbar 76 create a torque or moment about pivot
point 60, such that weight assembly 70 contacts the sub-
stantially vertical swing seal 40 and urges swing seal 40 1nto
pallet bay 40. Similar to weight 68 described above, this
biases swing seal 40 into contact with the upper portion of
the cases on any pallet assembly 52 received within bay 202,
thereby ensuring a firm and eflective seal therebetween.
When bay 202 1s vacant, however, limit stop brackets 78 are
positioned to contact a portion of racking 14, such as a lip
or surface of vertical frame members 236 (FIG. 17B), 1n
order to prevent swing seal 40 from moving too far into the
vacant bay 202 and creating an unnecessary vacant-bay
airflow gap. Additional structures for preventing airtlow
through vacant bay 202 1n the area below swing seal 40 are
further discussed herein.

The amount of biasing force provided by seal assembly 70
may be varied as required or desired for a particular appli-
cation. As noted above, weights (not shown) may be fixed to
apertures 76 A to increase the eflective weight of crossbar 76,
thereby increasing the moment applied about pivot point 60
and increasing the inward bias of swing seal 40 1nto bay 202.
In addition, the material and geometry of weight assembly
70 may be modified as needed, with heavier materials and
increasing rearward protrusion of pivot arms 72, 74 and
crossbar 76 into plenum 6 both contributing to increased
biasing force. For top-row use in racking 14, such rearward
protrusion may be limited to avoid spatial contlict with fans
12, which may protrude downwardly into plenum 6. Accord-
ingly, weight increases may be favored over geometry
reconfigurations for increasing bias on swing seal 40 for
top-row applications.

In a further alternative embodiment, swing seal 40 could
be omitted entirely and a resiliently deformable seal of
similar structure and arrangement to left and right side seals
260, 262 could be used along the top portion of the periphery
of air tlow opening 354. Such an arrangement would be
appropriate, for example, where pallet assemblies 52 are
expected to have a fixed height which about equal to the
height of airtlow opening 54.

As noted above, the provision of resiliently deformable
side seals 260, 262 and a suitable top seal arrangement, such
as swing seal 40 or a third deformable seal, creates a
substantially air tight interface between pallet assembly 52
and airtflow opening 54 even when pallet assembly 52 does
not have even, linear corners and sealing surfaces. This
airtight arrangement, 1n cooperation with the structure and
design of air chamber 6 which 1s also air tight at end walls
15 and top panel 17, facilitates airtlow driven by fans 212
almost entirely through the perforations 1n pallet assembly
52 (e.g., through air channels 38 formed 1n spacers 30, as
shown 1n FIG. 9 and described above). Stated another way,
the arrangement described above and shown 1n the drawings
only requires suflicient total airtlow through chamber 6 to
achieve the desired function of thermal transfer between air
within warehouse 2 and the product contained in cases 22,
with very little additional airflow required to compensate for
leakage or other inefliciencies. In one example, 1,500 to
3,000 cubic feet per minute (CFM) of air may pass through
a typical pallet assembly 52 including spacers 30. Thus, for
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a set of ten pallet assemblies 52 served by a single fan 212,
as little as 15,000 cubic feet per minute of fan capacity may
be suflicient.

In an exemplary embodiment, fans 212 (FIG. 11) may be
direct-drive, axial propeller fans configured to produce two
horsepower running a 42-54 inch propeller at about 900 rpm.
For purposes of the present disclosure a “direct drive” fan 1s
a fan having a motor and a rotary motor output with a
longitudinal axis, 1n which the motor output 1s coaxial with
the rotary axis of the fan propeller, such as by having the
motor output coupled directly to the propeller. This type of
fan 1s hughly eflicient as compared to non-direct-drive fans,
such as fan 12 shown i FIG. 8. Although fan 12 may of
course be used 1n conjunction with racking assembly 214 as
required or desired for a particular application, one or two
direct drive fans 212 (such as two shown in FIG. 11) may be
used for each set of 8 pallet bays 202 (i.e., four rows of two).
Propeller fans 212 also have a reduced height above top
panel 17 as compared to fan 12, which lowers the overall
height of a given racking arrangement and, in some appli-
cations, may enable an additional row of pallet bays 202
within a given warehouse 2.

In the illustrated embodiment of FIG. 11, additional end
walls 15 may be used in the interior of chamber 6, in
addition to end walls 15 at the terminal lateral ends of
chamber 6. These interior walls 15 partition chamber 6 1nto
hermetically sealed units within racking assembly 214,
creating airflow 1solation between portions of air chamber 6.
In this configuration, fans 212 may be selectively powered
or left idle depending on which parts of racking assembly
214 are 1n use at any one time. In an exemplary embodiment,
top panel 17 may include modular fan mounting tracks
periodically arranged to coincide with each partitioned por-
tion of chamber 6, with each set of mounting tracks sized to
accept one or two fans 212. As noted above, a single fan 212
having a 20,000 CFM capacity may be suflicient to serve up
to 8-10 bays 202 (1.e., 4-5 rows of two bays 202), while a
second fan 212 of the same capacity raises the upper limit to
16-20 bays 202 (1.e., 8-10 rows of two bays 202). In shorter
racking arrangements where only a single fan 212 1s needed,
a plug panel may be mounted to the mounting tracks to
enclose the partitioned portion of chamber 6. In other
embodiments, interior walls 15 may be placed in other
locations to create rows of 1, 2, 3 or 4 pallet bays 202 in each
partitioned portion of chamber 6, with the number of fans
212 also ranging between 1 and 4 fans per partitioned
portion as required or desired for a particular application.
Moreover, the modular system described herein can be
configured 1n any desired arrangement ol partitions, fan
capacity, and overall rack width and height as needed.

The use of relatively lower-power direct-drive axial fans
212 is enabled by the airtight arrangement of racking 214,
such that two or even one 2 horsepower direct drive fan 212
may be used for a set of 8 pallet bays 202 as noted above.
This represents a 20-60% efliciency improvement over
conventional centrifugal fans 12. Stated another way, a
reduced pressure diflerential within chamber 6 may be used
in racking 214 while still performing suflicient heat transter
operations on pallet assemblies 52, as compared to predicate
designs. In an exemplary embodiment, a pressure difleren-
tial of 0.25 inches of water may be suflicient to draw a
desired amount of air through pallet assemblies 52 using
racking 214, as compared to up to i excess of 1 inch of
water for high power centrifugal fan arrangement. In one
particular exemplary embodiment, 0.375 inches of water has
been found to be more than adequate for blast freezing
operations where fans 212 create a vacuum pressure difler-

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

14

ential in chamber 6 as compared to the ambient pressure
within warchouse 2, such that air 1s drawn through pallet
assemblies 52 from the ambient vicinity (e.g., aisles 10 of
FIG. 1) and 1nto chamber 6 via airflow openings 54.

As an alternative to fans 212 creating vacuum pressure
within chamber 6 as described above, it 1s contemplated that
fans 212 may be reversed to create a relatively higher
pressure 1n chamber 6 compared to the ambient environ-
ment, such that airtlow 1s reversed through pallet assemblies
52. In this configuration, air 1s “pushed” through spacers 30
from airtlow opening 54 toward the ambient environment of
warchouse 2, rather than being “drawn” through pallet
assemblies 52 when fans 212 create a vacuum pressure
within chamber 6. In the case where fans 212 blow 1nto
chamber 6 to elevate the pressure therein, fans 212 form the
inlet of the 1llustrated embodiment, and airflow openings 54
form the outlet. Conversely, where fans 212 blow outwardly
to exhaust air from chamber 6, fans 212 are the outlet and
airflow openings 54 are the inlets.

3. Vacant-Bay Compensation.

In addition to the above-described seal arrangement
around the periphery of airflow opening 54 and the modular
partitioning of chamber 6, etlicient heat-transfer operation of
racking 214 may be accomplished by avoiding performance
reductions when pallet assemblies 52 are removed from bays
202 to create one or more vacant bays 202 as illustrated 1n
FIG. 10. In particular, racking 214 may avoid large flows of
air through airflow openings 54 when bays 202 are vacant by
a batlle system, as described 1n detail below, thereby avoid-
ing the need to increase fan capacity to maintain desired air
flows through pallet assemblies 52 1n the remaining occu-
pied bays 202.

Turning now to FIGS. 18 and 19, a set of air dams 270 are
illustrated 1 disengaged configurations (FIG. 18) and
engaged configurations (FIG. 19). Air dams 270 are pro-
vided to facilitate less than 100% occupancy (FIG. 10) n
pallet bays 202 served by a fan or fans 212. In particular, and
as described 1n further detail below, air dams 270 arrest the
increased airtflow through airflow opeming 54 when a pallet
bay 202 1s vacant (FIG. 19) as compared to such a pallet bay
202 being occupied by pallet assembly 52 (FIG. 18).

Reterring specifically to FIG. 18, air dam 270 1s pivotably
mounted to air dam frame member 276 within chamber 6 via
pivot connection 274. At a location downstream of air dam
270, dam stop 272 1s fixed to dam stop frame member 280
via a fixed connection, e.g. brackets 278. When the pallet
bay 202 adjacent air dam 270 includes a pallet assembly 52
sealingly engaged with opening 54, as 1llustrated, an opera-
tional airflow passes through spacers 30 and into chamber 6
via airflow opeming 54. This operational airflow passes
under and around air dam 270, and 1n some exemplary
embodiments, air dam 270 1tself may be perforated to allow
a set amount of awrflow directly through air dam 270 as
illustrated. Accordingly, air dam 270 1s configured to allow
the operational airflow to proceed unencumbered and there-
fore creates no significant impairment of the function of
racking assembly 214.

Turning to FIG. 19, pallet bay 202 1s shown vacant, with
pallet assembly 52 having been removed. In this configu-
ration, the amount of airflow through the now-unobstructed
airflow opening 34 experiences a brielf but significant
increase. For example, in one embodiment, airflow may
increase between 50% to 100% from 2,000 to 3,000 cubic
feet per minute through pallet assembly 52 with spacers 30,
up to about 4,000 cubic feet per minute when pallet assem-
bly 52 1s removed. For pallet assemblies 52 with predicate
spacers 20, this increase may be even more drastic. This
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increased airflow also increases the air pressure on air dam
2770, causing it to pivot about pi1vot connection 274 and come
into contact with dam stop 272. At this point, airtlow under
air dam 270 1s arrested. For solid air dams 270, no significant
flow 1s permitted in this configuration, while only a minimal
amount of airflow through perforated air dams 270 1is
permitted. Air dam 270 remains in its closed position until
pallet assembly 52 i1s loaded back into pallet bay 202,
reducing the local air pressure differential and allowing air
dam 270 to pivot back to the disengaged configuration of
FIG. 18 under 1ts own weight. Air dam 270 reduces the
airtflow through the vacant bay 202, obviating any need to
increase the power or speed of fan 212 to compensate for the
extra airflow while maimtaiming a desired pressure difleren-
tial within chamber 6.

In another embodiment, air dam 270 may be manually or
automatically controllable, such as by pneumatic cylinders
with two way actuation. Such cylinders may pivot air dam
270 mto the engaged configuration (FIG. 19) or the disen-
gaged configuration (FIG. 18) based on the instruction of an
operator or electronic controller 282.

In addition, it 1s contemplated that controller 282 may be
provided and operably connected to fan 212 i order to
control the pressure differential 1in airflow through chamber
6 depending on changing conditions, e.g., the number of
vacant pallet bays 202 within a given configuration of
racking 214. For example, controller 282 may monitor
pressure within chamber 6 with a transducer, and compare
the measured pressure with a desired set point or a range of
set points. When the measured pressure falls by a threshold
amount, such as outside the acceptable pre-determined range
of pressures, fan 212 may be sped up or a second fan 212
may be activated in order to bring the pressure differential
back to a desired set point. Thus, when pallet assemblies 52
are removed from bays 202 increasing airflow to chamber 6,
fans 212 may increase speed to compensate as long as
necessary. For example, fan 212 may speed up to induce
actuation of air dam 270 as shown 1n FIG. 19, and then slow
back down to a speed sutilicient only to retain air dam 270
in the desired closed configuration. In some configurations,
air dam 270 may be omitted and controller 282 may provide
all of the necessary increase 1n air tlow to compensate for
vacant bays.

In the illustrated embodiment of FIGS. 18 and 19, air
dams 270 are configured to pivot in a downstream air flow
direction from bays 202 toward chamber 6. Thus, the
illustrated embodiment uses a vacuum pressure developed
within chamber 6 by fans 212 exhausting to the ambient air
as described above. In an embodiment where higher pressure
1s developed 1n chamber 6 by fans 212 blowing into chamber
6, air dams 270 will be arranged to pivot in the opposite
direction as illustrated in FIGS. 18 and 19.

Air dams 270 may be provided 1n a variety of forms and
configurations, as required or desired for a particular appli-
cation. In one example, air dams 270 may be formed from
a series ol powered louvers or dampers 271, shown in FIG.
20, located inside the plenum space or chamber 6. Such
louvers/dampers 27/ may be individually pivotable and
collectively linked to a single actuator, such that the plurality
of louvers 271 can be collectively actuated to block or
restrict airtflow when a respective bay 202 1s unoccupied.
Such louvers 27/ may be provided 1n sufficient number and
s1ze 1o block or restrict the air tlow path for a single bay 202,
or can be provided in a larger number and/or size to block
or restrict airtlow through a number of bays 202 for certain
applications.
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In another embodiment, air dams 270 may be provided as
an integrated “constant air volume” damper located inside
the plenum space or chamber 6, and includes one or more air
flow-driven dampers which are arranged and balanced to
maintain a constant-volume air flow through opening 34
regardless of whether bay 202 1s occupied, unoccupied or
partially occupied. Additional details of a commercially
available constant air volume damper device 1s contained 1n
Appendix A, entitled “CVQ Constant Air Volume Damper”,
forming a part of the present application, the entire disclo-
sure of which 1s incorporated by reference heremn. In an
exemplary embodiment, such a constant air volume damper
controls the airflow volume for a single bay 202.

As an alternative to the constant air volume damper
described above, a similar system may be provided with a
damper designed to deliver a vanable air volume. In this
embodiment, the damper 1s located mside the plenum space
adjacent bay 202, similar to the embodiment described
above. However, when bay 202 1s unoccupied airtflow vol-
ume through opening 54 1s significantly reduced as com-
pared to the corresponding airflow volume when bay 202 1s
occupied by pallet assembly 52. In an exemplary embodi-
ment, such a variable volume damper controls the airflow
volume for a single bay 202.

In yet another embodiment, a tilting panel of similar
construction to air dam 270 (FIGS. 18 and 19) 1s provided
with a “normally closed” configuration, 1.e., air dam 270 1s
biased nto an airtlow-blocking configuration (similar to
FIG. 19) by a biasing element such as gas struts, springs or
a spring-biased hinge. Air dam 270 i1s pushed to an open
configuration (similar to the configuration shown 1n FIG. 18)
when a pallet assembly 52 1s installed into the adjacent bay
202. In particular, when pallet assembly 52 1s loaded into
bay 202, pallet assembly 52 engages a portion of the air dam
270 and physically pushes air dam 270 against the closing
force of the biasing element. This tilts the panel into an open
configuration in which air 1s allowed to tlow freely through
opening 34.

In yet another embodiment, a door (similar to air dam
270) may be pivoted about a vertical axis with a hinge
positioned at either the lett or right of opening 54. When the
adjacent bay 202 1s unoccupied, the door 1s swung closed
either manually or automatically, e.g., with a door actuator
controllable by a switch and/or electronic controller. The
door may be positioned inside chamber 6, swinging out-
wardly away from opening 54 into chamber 6, or may be
positioned outside chamber 6 and within bay 202, swinging
inwardly 1into bay 202. If the door swings inwardly, actuation
must occur when bay 202 1s unoccupied.

In still another embodiment, a roll-up style door may be
provided within chamber 6 (1.e., on the chamber side of
opening 34) or external to chamber 6 (i.e., on the bay side
of opening 34). The roll-up style door i1s rolled down to
cover opening 54 when bay 202 1s unoccupied, and rolled up
to allow airflow through opening 54 when bay 202 1s
occupied.

For any of the above-described structures for selectively
blocking or allowing airflow through opening 54, an auxil-
1ary opening may be provided within chamber 6 and spaced
away Irom opening 54. This auxiliary opening may take the
form of a sheet metal box attached to the chamber side of
wall 230, such that the sheet metal fluidly 1solates the
interior of the box from chamber 6 except through the
auxiliary opening. The auxiliary opening 1s positioned to
generally align with opening 54, such that airr may tlow
through both opeming 54 and the auxiliary opening as 1t
moves between bay 202 and chamber 6. The auxiliary
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opening may be selectively blocked 1 order to selectively
interrupt such airflow as described above, rather than
directly blocking opening 354. The interior space of the box
shifts the selectively blocked airflow opening away from bay
202 and into chamber 6, thereby providing a physical space 5
and volume to accommodate various air blocking structure
designs.

While this disclosure has been described as having exem-
plary designs, the present invention can be further modified
within the spirit and scope of this disclosure. This applica- 10
tion 1s therefore itended to cover any variations, uses, or
adaptations of the disclosure using 1its general principles.
Further, this application 1s intended to cover such departures
from the present disclosure as come within known or
customary practice in the art to which this disclosure per- 15
tains and which fall within the limits of the appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An 1nstallation for warehousing palletized product,
comprising;

a pallet assembly comprising; 20

a pallet; and

a plurality of vertically stacked rows of cases disposed
on the pallet and providing an airtlow pathway
through the vertically stacked rows of cases contain-
ing the product; and 25

a pallet racking assembly comprising:

a pallet rece1ving space sized and configured to receive
the pallet assembly;

an airtlow chamber including an air inlet and an air
outlet; 30

an air handler configured and positioned to direct air
into the airflow chamber from the air inlet and
exhaust air from the airflow chamber through the air
outlet;

a wall disposed between the pallet recerving space and 35
the airflow chamber, the wall having an airtlow
opening sized and positioned to be engaged by the
pallet assembly when the pallet assembly 1s received
within the pallet recerving space, the airtlow opening
defining an unobstructed airflow when the pallet 40
assembly 1s absent from the pallet recerving space
and an operational airflow when the airflow opening
1s engaged by the pallet assembly, the operational
airflow less than the unobstructed airflow:; and

an air dam positioned adjacent the airflow opening and 45
configured to [at least partially] selectively obstruct
the airflow opening, the air dam having a plurality of
individually pivotable dampers actuatable between a
closed configuration obstructing airflow through the
airflow opening and an open comnfiguration permit- 50
ting airflow through the airflow opening,

whereby the air dam and the airflow opening [cooperat-

ing] cooperate to define a vacant-bay airflow when the

pallet assembly 1s absent from the pallet receiving

space and the air dam is in the closed configuration, the 55

vacant-bay airflow less than the unobstructed airflow.

2. The installation of claim 1, wherein the air dam
comprises a plurality of openings therethrough, the plurality
of openings sized to provide the partial obstruction of the
airtlow opeming while allowing the operational airtlow to 60
pass therethrough.

3. The installation of claim 1, wherein [the air dam is
movable between a disengaged configuration and an
engaged configuration,

the engaged configuration creating the partial obstruction 65

of the airflow opeming to define the vacant-bay airtlow,

and]
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the [disengaged] oper configuration [defining] defines
reduced obstruction of the airflow opening as compared
to the [partial obstruction] closed configuration, such
that the [disengaged] oper configuration of the air dam
cooperates with the airflow opening to define an occu-
pied-bay airflow commensurate with the operational
airflow, whereby the air dam does not impede airtlow
through the pallet assembly when in the [disengaged]
open configuration.

4. The installation of claim 3, further comprising an air
dam frame member disposed within the airflow chamber, a
plurality of individually pivotable dampers of the air dam
pivotably mounted to the air dam frame and pivotable
between the [engaged] closed configuration and the [disen-
gaged] oper configuration.

[5. The installation of claim 4, further comprising a dam
stop fixed within the airflow chamber, the dam stop posi-
tioned to be engaged by the air dam when the air dam 1s 1n
its disengaged configuration.]

6. The installation of claim 4, wherein [the air dam is a
solid air dam lacking apertures therethrough, whereby] the
vacant-bay airtlow 1s about zero.

[7. The installation of claim 4, wherein the air dam is a
perforated air dam having apertures therethrough, whereby
the vacant-bay airflow is above zero.]

[8. The installation of claim 3, wherein the air dam is
actuated by air flow, such that an increase i airflow through
the airflow opening urges the air dam toward the engaged
configuration.}

9. The 1nstallation of claim 1, wherein:

the pallet racking assembly comprises a plurality of the

pallet recerving spaces arranged in vertically spaced
horizontal rows;

the wall includes a plurality of the airtlow openings

respectively disposed at each of the plurality of the
pallet receiving spaces, whereby the pallet racking
assembly 1s configured to accommodate a plurality of
pallet assemblies, each of the airtlow openings defining
the unobstructed airflow when a respective pallet
assembly 1s absent from the respective pallet receiving
space and the operational airflow when the respective
airflow opening 1s engaged by the respective pallet
assembly; and

cach of the plurality of the airflow openings includes the

air dam positioned adjacent thereto and cooperating
with the respective airflow opening to define the
vacant-bay airtlow.

10. The installation of claim 9, wherein the air handler
defines an airflow output capacity less than the aggregated
unobstructed airtflow of the plurality of airtlow openings but
at least as much as the aggregated operational airflow and
vacant-bay airflow of the plurality of airflow opemngs,
whereby the air handler for the pallet racking assembly has
a reduced capacity as compared to a racking system lacking
the air dams.

11. The installation of claim 1, wherein the unobstructed
airtlow 1s between 50% to 100% greater than the operational
airflow.

12. The installation of claim 1, wherein the pallet assem-
bly 1ncludes at least one spacer disposed between the
plurality of vertically stacked rows of cases, the spacer
having a longitudinal airflow channel formed therethrough,
the spacer cooperating with the plurality of vertically
stacked rows of cases and the airflow opening to define the
operational airtlow.

13. The installation of claim 12, wherein the operational
airflow 1s between 2,000 to 3,000 cubic feet per minute.
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14. The 1nstallation of claim 13, wherein the unobstructed
airtlow 1s about 4,000 cubic feet per minute.

15. The installation of claim 1, further comprising;:

a controller operably connected to the air handler,

a pressure transducer configured to measure a pressure
within the air chamber, the pressure transducer oper-
ably connected to the controller;

the controller programmed to compare the measured
pressure with a threshold and operate the air handler to
maintain the measured pressure within an acceptable
pre-determined range of pressures.

16. The installation of claim 15, wherein

[the air dam is movable between a disengaged configu-
ration and an engaged configuration, the engaged con-
figuration creating the partial obstruction of the airflow
opening to define the vacant-bay airflow, and] the
[disengaged] oper configuration [defining] defires
reduced obstruction of the airflow opening as compared
to the [partial obstruction] closed configuration, such
that the [disengaged] open configuration of the air dam
cooperates with the airflow opening to define an occu-
pied-bay airflow commensurate with the operational
airflow, whereby the air dam does not impede airtlow
through the pallet assembly when in the [disengaged]
open configuration,

the installation further comprising:

an actuator connected to the air dam, the controller
operably connected to the actuator and programmed to
move the air dam into the [engaged] closed configura-
tion when the pallet assembly 1s absent from the pallet
receiving space and the [disengaged] oper configura-
tion when the airflow openming 1s engaged by the pallet
assembly.

17. A method of operating an installation for warehousing
palletized product, the installation including a pallet racking,
assembly including

a pallet recerving space sized and configured to receive a
pallet assembly,

an airflow chamber including an air inlet and an air outlet,

an air handler configured and positioned to direct air into
the airflow chamber from the air inlet and exhaust air
from the airflow chamber through the air outlet, and

a wall disposed between the pallet rece1ving space and the
airflow chamber, the wall having an airflow opening,

the method comprising:

activating the air handler to create a pressure differential
between the airtlow chamber and the pallet receiving
space, the pressure differential creating a vacant-bay
airflow passing an air dam adjacent the pallet receiving
space, the air dam having a plurality of individually
pivotable dampers actuatable between a closed con-
figuration corvresponding to the vacant-bay airflow and
an open configuration permitting airflow through the
airflow opening corvesponding to an unobstructed air-
flow such that the vacant-bay airflow is less than [an]
the unobstructed airflow [that would be defined by the
airflow opening alone] given the pressure differential;
and

loading a pallet assembly 1nto the pallet recerving space
such that the pallet assembly occupies the pallet recerv-
ing space and blocks the airflow opening, the pressure
differential creating an operational airflow through the
pallet assembly, through the airflow opening and pass-
ing the air dam, the operational airtlow less than the
unobstructed airtlow.

18. The method of claim 17, further comprising leaving a

second pallet recerving space vacant such that the pressure
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differential creates an operational airflow through the occu-
pied pallet receiving space and a vacant-bay airtlow through
the vacant pallet receiving space.

19. The method of claim 18, wherein the vacant-bay
airflow through the vacant pallet receiving space 1s less than
the operational airtlow through the occupied pallet receiving
space.

20. The method of claim 18, wherein the step of moving
the air dam 1s effected by an actuator coupled to the air dam
and controlled by a controller.

21. The method of claim 18, further comprising control-
ling a speed of the air handler to maintain the pressure
differential within a predetermined range.

22. The method of claim 17, further comprising moving,
the air dam from a disengaged configuration to an engaged
configuration during the step of loading the pallet assembly.

23. The method of claim 22, wherein the step of moving
the air dam comprises pivoting the pivotable dampers of the
air dam within the airflow chamber.

[24. The method of claim 22, wherein the step of moving
the air dam is effected by the pressure differential.]

25. The method of claim 17, further comprising, after the
step of loading the pallet assembly into the pallet veceiving
space, independently actuating the plurality of individually

pivotable dampers.

26. The method of claim 17, wherein the plurality of
individually pivotable dampers includes aiv flow-driven
dampers which are arranged and balanced to maintain a
constant-volume air flow through the airflow opening
regardless of whether the pallet veceiving space is occupied,
unoccupied or partially occupied.

27. The installation of claim I, whervein the plurality of
individually pivotable dampers ave configured to indepen-
dently actuate.

28. The installation of claim I, whervein the plurality of
individually pivotable dampers includes airv flow-driven
dampers which are arranged and balanced to maintain a
constant-volume air flow through the airflow opening
regardless of whether the pallet veceiving space is occupied,
unoccupied or partially occupied.

29. An installation for warehousing palletized product,
COmprising:

a pallet assembly comprising:

a pallet; and

a plurality of vertically stacked rows of cases disposed
on the pallet and providing an airflow pathway
through the vertically stacked rows of cases contain-
ing the product; and

a pallet racking assembly comprising:

a pallet receiving space sized and configured to receive
the pallet assembly;,

an airflow chamber including an air inlet and an air
outlet;

an air handler configured and positioned to direct air
into the airflow chamber from the air inlet and
exhaust air from the airflow chamber through the air
outlet;

a wall disposed between the pallet receiving space and
the airflow chamber, the wall having an airflow
opening sized and positioned to be engaged by the
pallet assembly when the pallet assembly is received
within the pallet veceiving space, the airflow opening
defining an unobstructed airflow when the pallet
assembly is absent from the pallet veceiving space
and an operational aivflow when the airflow opening
is engaged by the pallet assembly, the operational
airflow less than the unobstructed airflow; and
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an air dam positioned adjacent the aivflow opening and
configured to at least partially obstruct the airflow
opening, the air dam and the airflow opening coop-
erating to define a vacant-bay airflow when the
pallet assembly is absent from the pallet veceiving 5
space, the vacant-bay airflow less than the unob-
structed airflow, wherein the aiv dam comprises a
plurality of openings therethrough, the plurality of
openings sized to provide the partial obstruction of
the airflow opening while allowing the operational 10
airflow to pass thevethrough.
30. The installation of claim 29, wherein the air dam has
a plurality of individually pivotable dampers actuatable
between a closed configuration obstructing airflow through
the airflow opening and an open comnfiguration permitting 15
airflow through the airflow opening, the plurality of indi-
vidually pivotable dampers defining the plurality of open-
ings.

22
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