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1
RADAR DEVICE

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets | ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough
indicates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

BACKGROUND

1. Technical Field

The present disclosure relates to a radar device.

2. Description of the Related Art

In recent years, studies are being made of a radar device
using radar transmission signals with short wavelengths
including microwaves and millimeter waves by which high
resolution can be obtained. Moreover, there 1s a demand for
development of a radar device (wide-angle radar device)
which detects objects (targets) imncluding not only vehicles
but also pedestrians 1n a wide angular range to improve
safety outdoors.

For example, a pulse radar device which repeatedly
transmits pulse waves 1s known as the radar device. A
reception signal ol a wide-angle pulse radar which detects
vehicles and pedestrians in a wide angular range 1s a signal
in which multiple reflected waves from a target (for
example, a vehicle) existing 1n a close distance and a target
(for example, a pedestrian) existing 1n a far distance are
mixed. Accordingly, the radar device requires (1) a radar
transmitter having a configuration which transmits pulse
waves or pulse modulated waves having autocorrelation
characteristics achieving low range side lobes (hereafter,
referred to as low range side lobe characteristics) and (2) a
radar recerver having a configuration with a wide reception
dynamic range.

The following two configurations can be given as
examples of the configuration of the wide-range radar
device.

The first configuration 1s a configuration in which radar
waves being pulse waves or modulated waves are transmit-
ted by performing mechanical or electronic scanning using,
a directional beam with a narrow angle (with a beam width
ol about several degrees), and reflected waves are received
by using the directional beam with the narrow-angle. In this
configuration, scanning needs to be performed many times
to obtain high resolution. Accordingly, a tracking perfor-
mance for a target moving at high speed 1s poor.

The second configuration i1s a configuration in which
reflected waves are received by an array antenna formed of
multiple antennas (antenna elements) and which uses a
method of estimating an arrival angle of each reflected wave
by using a signal processing algorithm based on a reception
phase diflerence corresponding to a space between the
antennas (direction of arrival (DOA) estimation). In this
configuration, estimation of the arrival angle in a reception

branch can be performed even when some of scan 1ntervals
ol transmission beams are omitted 1n a transmission branch.
Accordingly, the scanning time 1s reduced and the tracking
performance 1s improved compared to the first configura-
tion. Examples of the direction-of-arrival estimation method
include: Fourier conversion based on matrix operations; a
Capon method and a linear prediction (LP) method based on
inverted matrix operations; and multiple signal classification
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2

(MUSIC) and estimation of signal parameters via rotational
invariance techniques (ESPRIT) based on umque value
operations.

Moreover, there 1s proposed a configuration (hereatter,
referred also to as MIMO radar) of the radar device which
includes multiple antennas (array antennas) in the transmis-
s1on branch in addition to the reception branch and performs
the beam scanning by performing signal processing using
transmission and reception array antennas (for example, see
Jian L1, Petre Stoica, “MIMO Radar with Colocated Anten-
nas,” Signal Processing Magazine, IEEE Vol. 24, Issue: 5,
pp. 106-114, 2007).

In the MIMO radar, by arranging the antenna elements 1n
the transmission and reception array antennas in a certain
way, virtual reception array antennas (hereafter, referred to
as virtual reception array) can be formed as many as the
product of the number of the transmission antenna elements
and the number of the reception antenna elements at maxi-
mum. This has an eflect of increasing an effective aperture
length of the array antennas with few elements.

Moreover, the MIMO radar can be applied not only to
one-dimensional scanning 1n a vertical or horizontal direc-
tion but also to two-dimensional beam scanning in the
vertical and horizontal directions.

However, when the number of antennas in the transmis-
sion and reception branch 1s restricted to achieve cost and
s1ze reduction of the MIMO radar (for example, when the
number of transmission antennas 1s about four and the
number of reception antennas 1s about four), the aperture
lengths 1n the vertical and horizontal directions are restricted
in the planar virtual reception array formed by the MIMO
radar.

SUMMARY

One non-limiting and exemplary embodiment provides a
radar device which can increase the aperture length 1 the
virtual reception array as much as possible.

In one general aspect, the techniques disclosed here
feature a radar device including: a radar transmitter which,
in operation, transmits a plurality of radar signals at prede-
termined transmission cycles from a plurality of transmis-
sion antennas; and a radar receiver which, 1n operation,
receives a plurality of reflected wave signals being the
plurality of radar signals reflected on a target, by using a
plurality of reception antennas, wherein the plurality of
transmission antennas include Ntl transmission antennas
arranged 1n a first direction and Nt2 transmission antennas
arranged 1n a second direction orthogonal to the first direc-
tion, the plurality of reception antennas include Nal recep-
tion antennas arranged 1n the first direction and Na2 recep-
tion antennas arranged 1n the second direction, in the first
direction, an 1inter-element space between any two of the Ntl
transmission antennas and an inter-element space between
any two of the Nal reception antennas equal to a product of
the first space and an integer and are different from each
other, and 1n the second direction, an inter-element space
between any two of the Nt2 transmission antennas and an
inter-element space between any two of the Na2 reception
antennas equal to a product of a second space and an integer
and are different from each other.

In the one aspect of the present disclosure, the aperture
length in the virtual reception array can be increased as
much as possible.

It should be noted that general or specific embodiments
may be implemented as a system, a method, an integrated
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circuit, a computer program, a storage medium, or any
selective combination thereof.

Additional benefits and advantages of the disclosed
embodiments will become apparent from the specification
and drawings. The benefits and/or advantages may be indi- >
vidually obtained by the various embodiments and features
of the specification and drawings, which need not all be
provided 1n order to obtain one or more of such benefits

and/or advantages.
10

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TH.

L1l

DRAWINGS

FIG. 1A 15 a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
transmission antennas: s
FIG. 1B 15 a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of

reception antennas;
FIG. 1C 15 a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of

a virtual reception array;

FIG. 2A 1s a graph depicting a directional pattern of the
virtual reception array (d=0.5));

FIG. 2B 1s a graph depicting a directional pattern of the
virtual reception array (d=1.3A);

FIG. 3 15 a block diagram 1llustrating a configuration of a
radar device in Embodiment 1 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 1s a view 1illustrating examples of radar transmis-
sion signals 1n Embodiment 1 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5§ 1s a block diagram illustrating another configura-
tion of a radar transmission signal generator in Embodiment
1 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 1s a view 1illustrating examples of transmission
timings of the radar transmission signals and measurement
ranges 1n Embodiment 1 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7A 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas in
Embodiment 1 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 7B 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
a virtual reception array in Embodiment 1 of the present
disclosure:

FIG. 8 1s a graph depicting a directional pattern of the
virtual reception array in Embodiment 1 of the present
disclosure:

FIG. 9A 15 a view 1illustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas in
Variation 1 of Embodiment 1 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 9B 15 a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the virtual reception array in Variation 1 of Embodiment 1
of the present disclosure;

FI1G. 10A 15 a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas in 50
Variation 2 of Embodiment 1 of the present disclosure;

FI1G. 10B 1s a view 1illustrating an arrangement example of
the virtual reception array in Variation 2 of Embodiment 1
ol the present disclosure;

FIG. 11 A 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of 55
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas in
Variation 3 of Embodiment 1 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 11B 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the virtual reception array in Variation 3 of Embodiment 1
of the present disclosure;

FIG. 12 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas which
use sub-arrayed antenna elements 1n Embodiment 2 of the
present disclosure;

FI1G. 13 A 1s a view illustrating an arrangement example of 65
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas in
Embodiment 2 of the present disclosure;
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FIG. 13B 1s a view 1illustrating an arrangement example of
the virtual reception array in Embodiment 2 of the present
disclosure:

FIG. 14 1s a graph depicting a directional pattern of the
virtual reception array i Embodiment 2 of the present
disclosure;

FIG. 15A 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas in
Variation 1 of Embodiment 2 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 15B 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the virtual reception array in Variation 1 of Embodiment 2
of the present disclosure;

FIG. 15C 1s a view 1illustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas in
Variation 1 of Embodiment 2 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 16 15 a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas using
sub-arrayed antenna elements 1 Variation 2 of Embodiment
2 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 17A 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas in
Variation 3 of Embodiment 2 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 17B 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the virtual reception array in Variation 3 of Embodiment 2
of the present disclosure;

FIG. 18 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas which
use sub-arrayed antenna elements 1n Variation 3 of Embodi-
ment 2 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 19 1s a view 1illustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas which
use sub-arrayed antenna elements 1n Variation 4 of Embodi-
ment 2 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 20A 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas in
Variation 4 of Embodiment 2 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 20B 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the virtual reception array in Variation 4 of Embodiment 2
of the present disclosure;

FIG. 21A 1s a view illustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas in
Variation 5 of Embodiment 2 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 21B 1s a view illustrating an arrangement example of
the virtual reception array 1n Variation 5 of Embodiment 2
of the present disclosure;

FIG. 22A 15 a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas and the reception antennas in
Variation 6 of Embodiment 2 of the present disclosure;

FIG. 22B 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the virtual reception array in Variation 6 of Embodiment 2
of the present disclosure;

FIG. 23A 15 a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas 1n the present disclosure;

FIG. 23B 1s a view illustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas in the present disclosure;

FIG. 23C 1s a view 1illustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas in the present disclosure;

FIG. 23D 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas 1n the present disclosure;

FIG. 23F 1s a view illustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas 1n the present disclosure;

FIG. 23F 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the transmission antennas 1n the present disclosure;

FIG. 24A 15 a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the reception antennas in the present disclosure;

FIG. 24B 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the reception antennas in the present disclosure;
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FI1G. 24C 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the reception antennas in the present disclosure;

FI1G. 24D 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the reception antennas 1n the present disclosure;

FIG. 24F 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the reception antennas in the present disclosure;

FI1G. 24F 1s a view 1llustrating an arrangement example of
the reception antennas 1n the present disclosure;

FIG. 25 1s a view 1llustrating another configuration of a
direction estimator;

FIG. 26 1s a view 1llustrating a three-dimensional coor-
dinate system used to describe operations of the direction
estimator;

FIG. 27 1s a view 1llustrating a virtual surface-arranged
array antenna formed by using the antenna arrangement of
FIG. 9A and the arrangement of the virtual reception array
of FIG. 9B:

FIG. 28A 1s a view 1llustrating elements virtually arranged
at positions indicated by inter-element vectors D(n,,_*, 1);

FIG. 28B 1s a view 1llustrating elements virtually arranged
at positions indicated by inter-element vectors D(n, ), 2);

FIG. 29A 1s a view 1llustrating a result of calculator
simulation of two-dimensional direction estimation process-
ing performed under a condition A by using the virtual
reception array illustrated 1in FIG. 9B;

FIG. 29B 1s a view illustrating a result of calculator
simulation of the two-dimensional direction estimation pro-
cessing performed under a condition B by using the virtual
reception array illustrated 1in FIG. 9B;

FIG. 29C 1s a view 1illustrating a result of calculator
simulation of the two-dimensional direction estimation pro-
cessing performed under the condition A by using the virtual
surface-arranged array antenna illustrated 1n FIG. 27; and

FIG. 29D 1s a view illustrating a result of calculator
simulation of the two-dimensional direction estimation pro-
cessing performed under the condition B by using the virtual
surface-arranged array antenna illustrated in FIG. 27.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Underlying Knowledge Forming Basis of the
Present Disclosure

FIG. 1A illustrates an antenna arrangement of a transmis-
sion array antenna including four transmission antennas
(Tx#1 to Tx#4), and FIG. 1B 1illustrates a reception array
antenna 1ncluding four reception antennas (Rx#1 to Rx#4).

In FIGS. 1A and 1B, d,, denotes an inter-element space
between the reception antennas in a horizontal direction, and
d;- denotes an inter-eclement space between the reception
antennas 1n a vertical direction. Meanwhile, in FIG. 1A,
inter-eclement spaces among the transmission antennas in the
horizontal direction and the vertical direction are 2d,, and
2d,, respectively.

FIG. 1C illustrates a virtual reception array including the
transmission and reception array antennas in the antenna
arrangements 1llustrated 1n FIGS. 1A and 1B.

As 1llustrated in FIG. 1C, the virtual reception array
includes 16 virtual reception antennas (VA#1 to VA#16)
which are planarly arranged 1n a pattern of four antennas in
the horizontal direction and four antennas in the vertical
direction.

In FIG. 1C, inter-element spaces among the virtual recep-
tion antennas in the horizontal direction and the vertical
direction are d,, and d,. respectively. In other words, the
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6

aperture lengths D, and D, of the virtual reception array 1n
the horizontal direction and the vertical direction are 3d,
and 3d,, respectively.

For example, the beam width (Fourier beam width) BW
ol a Fourier beam which has an equal amplitude weight and
which 1s formed by using a virtual reception array with
inter-element spaces of d=d,=d;- and an aperture length of
D=D,=D 1s expressed by the following formula:

BW~0.7A/D [rad]

where A 1s a wavelength of a carrier frequency of a radio

signal (RF signal) transmaitted from a transmission branch.

In the virtual reception array (D=3d) illustrated in FIG.
1C, Fourier beam width BW=0.7A/3d [rad].

For example, 1n the case of d=0.5A, Fourier beam width
BW=0.7/1.5 [rad]=30°. Meanwhile, 1n the case of d=0.7A,
Fourier beam width BW=0.7/2.1 [rad]=19°.

Further increasing the inter-element space d can reduce
the Fourier beam width BW. However, increasing the inter-
clement space d generates grating lobes at angles relatively
close to a main beam and erroneous detection increases.

For example, FIG. 2A illustrates a directional pattern in
the case of inter-element space d=0.5A, and FIG. 2B illus-
trates a directional pattern 1n the case of inter-element space
d=1.3A. Note that, in FIGS. 2A and 2B, the main beam 1s
formed 1n the 0° direction.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 2A, 1in the case of inter-element
space d=0.5A, the Fourier beam width BW of the main beam
1s about 30° and 1s relatively large. Moreover, 1n FIG. 2A, no
grating lobes are generated in a range of —90° to +90°.

Meanwhile, as 1illustrated in FIG. 2B, in the case of
inter-element space d=1.3A, the Fourier beam width BW of
the main beam 1s about 10° and 1s relatively small. However,
grating lobes are generated at angles away from the main
beam (0° direction) by -50° and +30°.

For example, in FIG. 2B, when the detection angle of a
wide-angle radar 1s equal to or larger than a range of about
—-25° to +25°, the grating lobes are generated 1n the angular
detection range and the erroneous detection thereby
INCreases.

As described above, 1n the reduction of the Fourier beam
width BW, there 1s a restriction that the inter-element space
d can be increased only to a certain degree. Instead of
increasing the inter-element space d, the aperture length D
can be increased by increasing the number of antenna
element. However, 1n consideration of cost reduction, there
are restrictions on the aperture length D of the virtual
reception array.

When, for example, the MUSIC, the Capon method, or
the like 1s used as the DOA estimation algorithm to achieve
angular resolution of about 10° under the restrictions
described above, a computation amount for performing
eigenvalue decomposition or an inverse matrix operation
increases. Moreover, when the DOA estimation algorithm
achieving high resolution 1s applied, it 1s diflicult to obtain
high angular separation performance unless the signal to
noise ratio (SNR) 1s sutliciently high.

In one aspect of the present disclosure, when beam
scanning 1s performed two-dimensionally 1 the vertical
direction and the horizontal direction by using a MIMO
radar, the aperture lengths of the virtual reception array in
the vertical direction and the horizontal direction are
increased as much as possible. Using such a virtual reception
array can improve the angular resolution with few antenna
elements, and the size and cost of the radar device are
reduced.
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An embodiment of one aspect of the present disclosure 1s
described below 1n detail with reference to the drawings.

Note that, 1n the embodiment, the same configuration ele-
ments are denoted by the same reference numerals and
description thereof 1s omitted to avoid overlapping descrip-
tion.

Description 1s given below of a radar device configured
such that different transmission signals subjected to code
division multiplexing are transmitted from multiple trans-
mission antennas in a transmission branch and reception
processing 1s performed by separating the transmission
signals 1n a reception branch. However, the configuration of
the radar device 1s not limited to this and can be such that
different transmission signals subjected to frequency divi-
sion multiplexing are transmitted from multiple transmis-
sion antennas in the transmission branch and reception
processing 1s performed by separating the transmission
signals 1n the reception branch. Moreover, similarly, the
configuration of the radar device can be such that transmis-
sion signals subjected to time division multiplexing are
transmitted from multiple transmission antennas 1n the trans-
mission branch and reception processing 1s performed by
separating the transmission signals in the reception branch.

Embodiment 1
Configuration of Radar Device

FIG. 3 15 a block diagram 1llustrating a configuration of a
radar device 10 1n the embodiment.

The radar device 10 includes a radar transmitter (trans-
mission branch) 100, a radar receiver (reception branch)
200, and a reference signal generator 300.

The radar transmaitter 100 generates high-frequency (radio
frequency) radar signals (radar transmission signals), based
on a relerence signal received from the reference signal
generator 300. Then, the radar transmitter 100 transmits the
radar transmission signals at certain transmission cycles by
using a transmission array antenna including multiple trans-
mission antennas 106-1 to 106-Nt.

The radar receiver 200 receives reflected wave signals
which are the radar transmission signals reflected on a target
(not 1llustrated), by using a reception array antenna includ-
ing multiple reception antennas 202-1 to 202-Na. The radar
receiver 200 performs the following processing operations
in synchronization with the radar transmitter by using the
reference signal received from the reference signal generator
300. Specifically, the radar receiver 200 performs signal
processing on the reflected wave signals received by the
reception antennas 202 and performs at least detection of
presence or absence of a target and estimation of a direction
of the target. Note that the target 1s an object to be detected
by the radar device 10 and includes, for example, vehicles
(including four-wheel and two-wheel vehicles) and humans.

The reference signal generator 300 1s connected to the
radar transmitter 100 and the radar receiver 200. The refer-
ence signal generator 300 provides the radar transmaitter 100
and the radar receiver 200 with the reference signal serving
as a signal for reference, to synchronize the processing of the
radar transmitter 100 and the processing of the radar recerver
200.

[Configuration of Radar Transmitter 100]

The radar transmitter 100 includes radar transmission
signal generators 101-1 to 101-Nt, transmission radio units
105-1 to 105-Nt, and the transmission antennas 106-1 to
106-Nt. Specifically, the radar transmitter 100 includes Nt
transmission antennas 106, and each of the transmission
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antennas 106 are connected to a corresponding one of the
radar transmission signal generators 101 and a correspond-
ing one of the transmission radio units 105.

Each of the radar transmission signal generators 101
generates timing clocks by multiplying the reference signal
received from the reference signal generator 300 by a certain
number, and generates the radar transmission signals based
on the generated timing clocks. Then, the radar transmission
signal generator 101 repeatedly outputs the radar transmis-
sion signals at certain radar transmission cycles (1r). The
radar transmission signals are expressed by r_(k, M)=I _(k,
M)+ Q_(k, M). In this formula, z 1s the number correspond-
ing to each of the transmission antennas 106 and z=1, . . .,
Nt. Moreover, ] 1s an 1imaginary unit, k 1s a discrete time, and
M 1s an ordinal number of the radar transmission cycle.

Each of the radar transmission signal generators 101
includes a code generator 102, a modulator 103, and a low
pass filter (LPF) 104. Description 1s given below of com-
ponents of the radar transmission signal generator 101-z
corresponding to the z-th (z=1, . . . , Nt) transmission
antenna 106.

Specifically, the code generator 102 generates a code
a(z) (n=1, . .., L) (pulse code) ot a code sequence with a
code length L, every radar transmission cycle Tr. Codes with
low correlation or no correlation are used as the codes a(z),
(z=1, . . ., Nt) generated 1n the respective code generators
102-1 to 102-Nt. Examples of the code sequence include a
Walsh-Hadamard code, an M-sequence code, a Gold code,
and the like.

The modulator 103 performs pulse modulation (amplitude
modulation, amplitude shift keying (ASK), or pulse shiit
keying) or phase modulation (phase shiit keying) on each
code a(z), receirved from the code generator 102, and outputs
the modulated signal to the LPF 104.

The LPF 104 outputs a signal component in the modu-
lated signal received from the modulator 103 which is equal
to or lower than a certain limit band, as a baseband radar
transmission signal to the transmission radio unit 105.

The z-th (z=1, . . ., Nt) transmission radio unit 105
generates a radar transmission signal of a carrier frequency
(radio frequency: RF) band by performing frequency con-
version on the baseband radar transmission signal outputted
from the z-th radar transmission signal generator 101, ampli-
fies the generated radar transmission signal to certain trans-
mission power P [dB] by using a transmission amplifier, and
outputs the amplified radar transmission signal to the z-th
transmission antenna 106.

The z-th (z=1, . . ., Nt) transmission antenna 106 emits
the radar transmission signal outputted from the z-th trans-
mission radio unit 105, to a space.

FIG. 4 1llustrates the radar transmission signals transmit-
ted from the Nt transmission antennas 106 in the radar
transmitter 100. The pulse code sequence of the code length
L 1s 1included 1n a code transmission duration Tw. In each
radar transmission cycle Tr, the pulse code sequence 1s
transmitted within the code transmission duration Tw, and
the remaining duration (Tr-Tw) 1s a no-signal duration.
Pulse modulation using No samples 1s performed for each
pulse code (a(z),), and Nr (=NoxL) sample signals are
thereby included 1n each code transmission duration Tw. In
other words, the sampling rate in the modulator 103 1is
(NoxL)/Tw. Meanwhile, Nu samples are included in the
no-signal duration (Tr-Tw).

The radar transmitter 100 may include a radar transmis-
s1on signal generator 101a 1llustrated 1n FIG. 5 instead of the
radar transmission signal generator 101. The radar transmis-
sion signal generator 101a does not include the code gen-




US RE49,619 E

9

erator 102, the modulator 103, and the LLPF 104 which are
illustrated 1n FIG. 3, and includes 1nstead a code storage 111
and a DA convertor 112. The code storage 111 stores 1n
advance the code sequences generated 1n the code generator
102 (FIG. 3) and the stored code sequences are read one by
one in cycle. The DA convertor 112 converts the code
sequences (digital signals) outputted from the code storage
111 to analog signals.

[Configuration of Radar Receiver 200]

In FIG. 3, the radar receiver 200 includes Na reception
antennas 202 and forms the array antenna. Moreover, the
radar receiver 200 includes Na antenna system processors
201-1 to 201-Na and a direction estimator 214.

Each of the reception antennas 202 receives the reflected
wave signal which 1s the radar transmission signal reflected
on the target (object), and outputs the received reflected
wave signal as a reception signal to a corresponding one of
the antenna system processors 201.

Each of the antenna system processors 201 includes a
reception radio unit 203 and a signal processor 207.

The reception radio unit 203 includes an amplifier 204, a
frequency convertor 205, and a quadrature detector 206. The
reception radio unit 203 generates timing clocks by mulii-
plying the reference signal received from the reference
signal generator 300 by a certain number, and operates based
on the generated timing clocks. Specifically, the amplifier
204 amplifies the reception signal received from the recep-
tion antenna 202 to a certain level, the frequency convertor
205 performs frequency conversion to a baseband on a
high-frequency band reception signal, and the quadrature
detector 206 converts the base-band reception signal to
baseband reception signals including an I signal and a Q
signal.

The signal processor 207 includes AD convertors 208 and
209 and separators 210-1 to 210-Nt.

The I signal 1s inputted into the AD convertor 208 from
the quadrature detector 206, and the Q signal 1s inputted into
the AD convertor 209 from the quadrature detector 206. The
AD convertor 208 performs sampling at discrete time on the
base-band si1gnal including the I signal to convert the I s1ignal
into digital data. The AD convertor 209 performs sampling
at discrete time on the baseband signal including the
signal to convert the Q signal into digital data.

In the sampling by the AD convertors 208 and 209, Ns
discrete samples are obtained per time Tp (=Tw/L) of one
sub-pulse 1n the radar transmission signal. In other words,
the number of over samples per one sub-pulse 1s Ns.

In the following description, by using an I signal Ir(k, M)
and a Q signal Qr(k, M), a baseband reception signal which
1s the outputs of the AD convertors 208 and 209 at the
discrete time k 1n the M-th radar transmission cycle Tr [M]
1s expressed as complex number signal x(k, M)=Ir(k, M)+
Qr(k, M). Moreover, 1n the following description, the dis-
crete time k 1s based (k=1) on a timing at which the radar
transmission cycle (Tr) starts, and the signal processor 207
periodically operates up to k=(Nr+Nu)Ns/No which 1s a
sampling point before the end of the radar transmission
cycle Tr. In other words, k=1, (Nr+Nu)Ns/No. In this case,
1 1s an 1maginary unit. The signal processor 207 includes Nt
separators 210 whose number 1s equal to the number of the
systems for the respective transmission antennas 106. Each
of the separators 210 includes a correlation calculator 211,
an adder 212, and a Doppler frequency analyzer 213.
Description 1s given below of a configuration of the z-th
(z=1, . .., Nt) separator 210.

The correlation calculator 211 calculates a correlation
between discrete sample values x(k, M) including discrete
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sample values Ir (k, M) and Qr (k, M) which are sent from
the AD convertors 208 and 209 every radar transmission
cycle Tr and the pulse codes a(z),, (where z=1, ..., Nt, and
n=1, ..., L) with the code length of L. which are transmaitted
from the radar transmitter 100. For example, the correlation
calculator 211 performs sliding correlation calculation of the
discrete sample values x(k, M) and the pulse codes a(z),,. For
example, a correlation calculation value AC ,(k, M) of the
shiding correlation calculation at the discrete time k 1n the
M-th radar transmission cycle Tr [M] 1s calculated based on
the following formula:

I (1)
AC,(k, M) = Zx(k +N,(n-1), Ma(z)".

=1

In the above formula, the asterisk (*) represents a com-
plex conjugate operator.

For example, the correlation calculator 211 performs the
correlation calculation during a period of k=1, (Nr+Nu)Ns/
No, according to the formula (1).

Note that the correlation calculator 211 1s not limited to
one performing the correlation calculation 1n the period of
k=1, ..., (Nr+Nu)Ns/No. A measurement range (that 1s, the
range of k) can be limited depending on a range 1n which the
target to be measured by the radar device 10 exists. This can
reduce the computation processing amount of the correlation
calculator 211 1n the radar device 10. For example, 1n the
correlation calculator 211, the measurement range can be
Iimited to k=Ns(LL+1), . . . , (Nr+Nu)Ns/No—NsL. In this
case, as 1llustrated 1in FIG. 6, the radar device 10 does not
perform measurement 1 a time duration corresponding to
the code transmission duration Tw.

Thus, when direct loop-back of a radar transmission
signal to the radar receiver 200 occurs, since no processing
by the correlation calculator 211 1s performed 1n a period of
the loop-back of the radar transmission signal (at least 1n a
period less than Tl), the radar device 10 can perform
measurement with effects of the loop-back being eliminated.
Moreover, 1n the case of limiting the measurement range
(range of k), processing in which the measurement range
(range of k) 1s stmilarly limited 1s applied as processing by
the adder 212, the Doppler frequency analyzer 213, and the
direction estimator 214 to be described later. This can reduce
the processing amount 1n each component and reduce the
power consumption of the radar receiver 200.

The adder 212 uses correlation calculation values AC (K,
M) received from the correlation calculator 211 every dis-
crete time k 1mn the M-th radar transmission cycle Tr, and
adds up (performs coherent integration of) the correlation
calculation values AC ,(k, M) during a period (TrxNp)
which 1s equal to a certain number (Np) of the radar
transmission cycles Tr. The addition (coherent integration)
processing performed Np times (addition number) during
the period (TrXNp) 1s expressed by the following formula:

Np

Cliy(k, m) = ) ACq(k, Ny(m—1) +g)
g=1

(2)

In this formula, Cl ., (k, m) 1s the added value of the
correlation calculation values (hereafter referred to as cor-
relation added value), Np 1s an integer of 1 or more, and m
1s an integer of 1 or more which indicates the ordinal number
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of the addition number when the addition number Np 1n the
adder 212 1s set as a unit. Moreover, z=1, . . . , Nt.

The adder 212 performs addition Np times, in a unit of
outputs of the correlation calculator 211 obtained 1n each
radar transmission cycle Tr. Specifically, the adder 212
calculates the correlation value Cl ,,(k, m) every discrete

fime k, by adding up the correlation calculation values
AC (k, Np(m—1)+1) to AC _,(k, NpxXm) as an unit with the
timing of the discrete time k being aligned. The adder 212
can thereby improve the SNR of the reflected wave signal 1n
a range where the reflected wave signal from the target has
a high correlation, by using the effect of addition of the
correlation calculation values performed Np times. Accord-
ingly, the radar receiver 200 can improve a measurement
performance relating to estimation of an arrival distance of
the target.

In order to obtain an 1deal addition gain, a condition under
which phase components of the correlation calculation val-
nes are aligned to some extent needs to be satisfied 1n the
addition duration 1n which the addition of the correlation
calculation values 1s performed Np times. In other words,
the addition number Np 1s preferably set based on an
assumed maximum movement speed of the target to be
measured. In this case, as the assumed maximum movement
speed of the target increases, the variation of the Doppler
frequency included 1n the reflection wave from the target
increases and the time period with a high correlation thus
becomes shorter. Accordingly, the addition number Np takes
a small value, and the effect of the gain improvement by the
addition 1n the adder 212 becomes small.

The Doppler frequency analyzer 213 performs coherent
integration, mn a unit of Cl,(k, Ne(w—1)+1) to CI ,(k,
Ncxw) being Nc outputs of the adder 212 obtained every
discrete time k, with the timings of the discrete time k being
aligned. For example, as depicted 1n the following formula,
the Doppler frequency analyzer 213 corrects phase fluctua-
tion Q(fs)=2mis(TrxNp)A® corresponding to 2Ni different
Doppler frequencies fsA@, and then performs the coherent
Integration:

N1 (3)
FT_CI5™(k, f,, W) = ) Clgy(No(w — 1) + q + Dexp[- jé(f)q]
g=0

N-—1
= Cly(Ne(w—=1)+q+ 1)
0

q:

exp|—)2nt, T, N,qA¢].

In this formula, FT_CI(E)N “"(k, fs, w) is the w-th output
of the Doppler frequency analyzer 213, and indicates a
coherent mntegration result of the Doppler frequency fsAQ at
the discrete fime k 1n the Nant-th antenna system processor
201. Note that Nant=1 to Na, fs=Nf+1,....,0, ..., Nf, k=
1,..., (NH++Nu)Ns/No, w 1s an integer of 1 or more, and A¢
1s a phase rotation unit.

Each of the antenna system processors 201 thereby
obtains FT_Cl1.,,"*"(k, -Nf+1, w), . . . , FT_Cl.,"*"(k,
Ni—1, w) which are the coherent integration results corre-
sponding to the 2Nf Doppler frequency components at every
discrete time k, every period (TrxNpXxNc) which 1s NpXNc
radar transmission cycles Tr. Note that j 1s an 1imaginary unit,
and z=1, . .., Nt

In the case of A¢=1/Nc, the aforementioned processing of
the Doppler frequency analyzer 213 1s equivalent to per-
forming discrete Fourier transform (DFT) processing on the
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outputs of the adder 212 at a sampling mnterval of Tm=("TrX
Np) and a sampling frequency of fm=1/Tm.

Moreover, fast Fourier transform (FFT) processing can be
used in the Doppler frequency analyzer 213 by setting Nf to
an exponent of two. This can reduce the computation
processing amount. Note that, 1n the case of Nf>Nc, the FFT
processing can be similarly used by performing zero pad-
ding processing of CI_,(k, Nc(w—1)+q)=0 1n a region of
g>Nc, to reduce the computation processing amount.

Furthermore, 1n the Doppler frequency analyzer 213,
processing of performing a multiply-add operation depicted
in the formula (3) can be performed as needed 1nstead of the
FFT processing. Specifically, the Doppler frequency ana-
lyzer 213 can generate a coefhcient exp[—)2nf T N gA@]
corresponding to fs=—Nf+1, . . . , 0, Nf=1 for Cl (K,
Nc(w—1)+g+1) which are Nc outputs of the adder 212
obtained every discrete time k, and perform the multiply-add
operation processing as necessary. In this case, g=0 to Nc—1.

In the following description, the w-th outputs FT_Cl,,, '(k.
fs, w), FT_Cl,*(k, fs, w), ..., FT_Cl_,"*“(k, fs, w) obtained
by performing similar processing respectively i the Na
antenna system processors 201 are described as an virtual
reception array correlation vector h(k, fs, w) as in the
following formula. The virtual reception array correlation
vector h(k, fs, w) includes NtxNa elements, NtxNa being a
product of the number Nt of the transmission antennas and
the number Na of the reception antennas. The virtual recep-
tion array correlation vector h(k, fs, w) 1s used to describe

processing 1 which direction estimation 1s performed based
on the phase differences among the reflected wave signals
from the target which are received by the respective recep-

tion antennas 202 to be described later. In this case, z=
I,...,Ntand b=1, ..., Na:

| FT_CIjy,(k, fs, w) 4)

FT_Clp,(k, fs, w)

FT_Cliyy (k, fs, w)
FT_CI7, (k, fs, w)

, " hlk, fs, w) ]
FT_CI%,(k, s, w)

2
hik, fs, W) = h*(k, .fs, W)

: :
FT_CI(N;}. (k, ts, w) i hN'Etr (k, 1s, w) _

FT_CIY;(k, fs, w)
FT_CI%;(k, fs, w)

FT_CI{%, (k, fs, w) _

FT_CIY,(k, fs, w) - (5)

FT CIZ. (k. f
h”(k, fs, w) = - (23'_( » 15, W)

FT_Cliy, k, fs, w)

Processing 1n the components of the signal processor 207
has been described.

The direction estimator 214 calculates a virtual reception
array correlation vector h__. . _.(k, fs, w) which 1is
obtained by correcting a phase deviation and an amplitude
deviation among the antenna system processors 201 by
using an array correction value h_cal,, for the w-th virtual
reception array correlation vector h(k, fs, w) of the Doppler
frequency analyzers 213 outputted from the antenna system
processors 201-1 to 201-Na. The virtual reception array
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correlation vector n__.. .k, fs, w) 1s expressed by the
following formula. Note that y=1, . . ., (NtxXNa):

h_aﬁer_caf(k: fs, w) = CAh(k, s, w) (6)

"h_calp, 0 0
0 h cal ' .
ca=| . O
n . 0
0 - 0 h_Cﬂl[Ng‘){NH] ,

The virtual reception array correlation vector h___. . .,
(k, fs, w) 1n which the deviations among the antennas are
corrected 1s a column vector including NaxNr elements. In
the following description, the elements of the virtual recep-
tion array correlation vector h_ . _.(k, fs, w) are
described as h(k, s, w), .. ., hy _.(k, Is, w) and are used
1in the description of the direction estimation processing.
[Antenna Arrangement 1n Radar Device 10]

Description 1s given of an arrangement of the Nt trans-
mission antennas 106 and the Na reception antennas 202 1n
the radar device 10 having the configuration described
above.

The Nt transmission antennas 106 and the Na reception
antennas 202 are arranged with uneven spaces 1n the hori-
zontal direction and the vertical direction.

Specifically, inter-element spaces among N, (also
expressed as Ntl 1n some cases) transmission antennas 106
arranged on a straight line in the horizontal direction and
inter-element spaces among N, (also expressed as Nal 1n
some cases) reception antennas 202 arranged on a straight
line 1n the horizontal direction each satisfy a relationship of
being a product of a predetermined value d,; and an integer
(corresponding to a first predetermined value), and are all
values different from one another.

Similarly, 1inter-element spaces among N, (also
expressed as Nt2 1n some cases) transmission antennas 106
arranged on a straight line i1n the vertical direction and
inter-element spaces among N, (also expressed as Na2 1n
some cases) reception antennas 202 arranged on a straight
line 1n the vertical direction each safisfy a relationship of
being a product of a predetermined value d,, and an integer
(corresponding to a second predetermined value), and are all
values different from one another.

Moreover, the arrangement of the transmission antennas
106 and the reception antennas 202 in the embodiment 1s
assumed to satisfy the following restriction conditions.

The number of the transmission antennas 106 arranged on
a straight line in the horizontal direction 1s N, and the
inter-element spaces among these antennas are o;Xd.,
OXdg, . . ., Oy 1Xdy, respectively. Meanwhile, the
number of the reception antennas 202 arranged on a straight
line 1n the horizontal direction 1s N, and the inter-element
spaces among these antennas are [,;Xd,, B.xd,, . . .,
Byver. 1 Ad,,, respectively.

Moreover, the number of the transmission antennas 106
arranged on a straight line 1n the vertical direction 1s N, and
the inter-element spaces among these antennas are Y,Xd,,
YoXdyn . . .. Yvrv. Xdy, respectively. Meanwhile, the number
of the reception antennas 202 arranged on a straight line 1n
the vertical direction 1s Ny, and the inter-element spaces
among these antennas are 1,Xd,, N.Xdy, . . . , Mypy.1Xdy-
respectively.
<Condition A-1>

The sum (aperture length of the reception antennas 202 1n
the horizontal direction) of the inter-element spaces among
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the reception antennas 202 arranged on a straight line 1n the
horizontal direction 1s smaller than the smallest value of the
inter-element spaces among the transmission antennas 106
arranged on a straight line 1n the horizontal direction:

(BB ).

Alternatively, the sum (aperture length of the transmission
antennas 106 1n the horizontal direction) of the inter-element
spaces among the transmission antennas 106 arranged on a
straight line 1n the horizontal direction 1s smaller than the
smallest value of the inter-element spaces among the recep-
tion antennas 202 arranged on a straight line in the horizon-
tal direction:

min{c o, .

mm(ﬁ 1 =BZ= .«

In other words, 1n the horizontal direction, the sum of the
inter-element spaces among the transmission antennas 106
or the sum of the inter-element spaces among the reception
antennas 202 1s smaller than the smallest value of the
inter-element spaces among the other antennas.

When the condition A-1 1s satisfied, N XN, horizontal
linear array elements are included in the virtual reception
array. For example, in the case of N,,=N,..=3, the hori-
zontal linear array elements are formed of elements arranged
at the following positions:

{0, By. BytBo
Oy al“31= a]“Bl“Bza
O, OlytPy, OB +P,1Xd,
<Condition A-2>

The inter-element spaces o, and B, are set such that
inter-element spaces each between any two of the N XN,
horizontal linear array elements arranged on a straight line
in the horizontal direction out of the NtxXNa elements 1n
virtual reception array increase i increments of d., from
1xd,; to nxd,, (n 1s an integer of 2 or more). In this case, the
certain number described above 1s the largest natural number
satisfying the following formula:

{00+ L L L ).

Nrrr—1 Npr—1

Z Wy T Z Brri

nth=1 mnrith=1

<Condition B-1>

The sum (aperture length of the reception antennas 202 1n
the vertical direction) of the inter-element spaces among the
reception antennas 202 arranged on a straight line in the
vertical direction 1s smaller than the smallest value of the
inter-element spaces among the transmission antennas 106
arranged on a straight line 1n the vertical direction:

min(?l S TR )>(T]l+n2+ <. )

Alternatively, the sum (aperture length of the transmission
antennas 106 1n the vertical direction) of the inter-element
spaces among the transmission antennas 106 arranged on a
straight line 1n the vertical direction 1s smaller than the
smallest value of the inter-element spaces among the recep-
tion antennas 202 arranged on a straight line 1n the vertical
direction:

mingm ;,Na, . . . >+t ... )

In other words, 1n the vertical direction, the sum of the
inter-element spaces among the transmission antennas 106
or the sum of the inter-element spaces among the reception
antennas 202 1s smaller than the smallest value of the
inter-element spaces among the other antennas.
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When the condition B-1 1s satisfied, N XN, vertical
linear array elements are included in the virtual reception
array. For example, 1n the case of N=N,,=3, the vertical
linear array elements are formed of elements arranged at the
following positions:

10, My, M0y,
Yi- V1™ V1712,
Yo, Yot Yot N2 1Xdy

<Condition B-2>

The inter-element spaces v,,., and 1, are set such that an
inter-element spaces each between any two of the N XNy,
vertical linear array elements arranged on a straight line 1n
the vertical direction out of the NtXNa elements 1n the virtual
reception array increase 1n increments of d,, from 1xd,, to
nxd,, (n 1s an mteger of 2 or more). In this case, the certain
number described above 1s the largest natural number sat-
1sfying the following formula:

The conditions A-1, A-2, B-1, and B-2 have been
described above.

The virtual reception array satisfying the conditions A-1,
A-2, B-1, and B-2 achieves an array arrangement which
minimizes redundancy of the inter-element spaces each
between any two array elements in the non-uniform linear
array longest 1n the horizontal direction and in the non-
uniform linear array longest 1n the vertical direction (Mini-
mum Redundancy Array. See, for example, A. Moflet,
“Mimimum-redundancy linear arrays”, Antennas and Propa-
gation, IEEE Transactions on, vol. 16, no. 2, (1968), pp.
172-173). This can increase an array aperture of the radar
device and thereby improve the angular resolution thereof.
Moreover, since spatial sampling by the array elements can
be performed in basic units (for example, d,,, d,: about 0.51)
1in which no grating lobes are generated within the detection
range, 1t 1s possible to suppress grating lobes and side lobes.

Next, FIG. 7A illustrates an antenna arrangement example
of the transmission antennas 106 and the reception antennas
202. FIG. 7B illustrates elements arrangement of a virtual
reception array obtained from the antenna arrangement
1llustrated 1 FIG. 7A.

In this example, the number Nt of the transmission
antennas 106 1s four and the number Na of the reception
antennas 202 1s four. Moreover, the four transmission anten-
nas 106 are denoted respectively by Tx#1 to Tx#4, and the
four reception antennas 202 are denoted respectively by
Rx#1 to Rx#4.

In FIG. 7A, the transmission antennas Tx#1 to Tx#4 are
arranged such that one antenna 1s arranged on the right side
of the transmission antenna Tx#1 1n the horizontal direction
(L shape turned +90°), the transmission antenna Tx#1 being
a base point and being the top antenna out of three antennas
arranged 1n the vertical direction. Meanwhile, the reception
antennas Rx#1 to Rx#4 are arranged such that one antenna
1s arranged above the reception antenna Rx#3 1n the vertical
direction (L shape turned —90°), the reception antenna Rx#3
being a base point and being the rightmost antenna out of
three antennas arranged 1n the horizontal direction.

Moreover, in FIGS. 7A and 7B, d,, denotes a basic unit of
the inter-element spaces in the horizontal direction and d,,
denotes a basic unit of the inter-element spaces in the
vertical direction. In FIG. 7A, the inter-element space
between the transmission antennas 106 in the horizontal
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direction 1s 7d,; and the inter-element spaces among the
transmission antennas 106 1n the vertical direction are d,, and
2d,.. Moreover, 1n FIG. 7A, the inter-element spaces among
the reception antennas 202 in the horizontal direction are
2d.; and d,; and the inter-element space between the recep-
tion antennas 202 1n the vertical direction 1s 7d.

In FIG. 7A, the sum (3d,,) of the inter-element spaces
among the reception antennas 202 1n the horizontal direction
1s smaller than the smallest value (7d,,) of the inter-element
space between the transmission antennas 106 1n the hori-
zontal direction. Moreover, 1n FIG. 7A, the sum (3d,,) of the
inter-element spaces among the transmission antennas 106
in the vertical direction 1s smaller than the smallest value
(7d,,) of the inter-element space between the reception
antennas 202 1n the vertical direction. In other words, the
antenna arrangement of FIG. 7A satisfies the conditions A-1
and B-1 described above.

Furthermore, 1 FIG. 7A, the largest value (7d,;) of the
inter-element space between the transmission antennas 106
which are the antennas fewer 1 number out of the N,
transmission antennas 106 and the N, ,, reception antennas
202 arranged 1n the horizontal direction 1s greater than the
largest value (2d,,) of the inter-element spaces among the
reception antennas 202 which are the antennas more 1n
number. Similarly, 1n FIG. 7A, the largest value (7d,,) of the
inter-element space between the reception antennas 202
which are the antennas fewer in number out of the N,
transmission antennas 106 and the N, reception antennas
202 arranged 1n the vertical direction 1s greater than the
largest value (2d,,) of the inter-element spaces among the
transmission antennas 106 which are the antennas more 1n
number.

Moreover, 1t 1s preferable that the Nt transmission anten-
nas 106 are arranged such that N, XN, takes the largest
value and the Na reception antennas 202 are arranged such
that N, XNy, takes the largest value. For example, in FIG.
7A, the Nt (=four) transmission antennas 106 are arranged
such that (N,,XN,,)=(2X3), and the Na (=four) reception
antennas 202 are arranged such that (N, XN 5.,)=(3%2). This
can maximize the aperture surface of the virtual reception
array formed by the Nt transmission antennas 106 and the
Na reception antennas 202.

The elements arrangement of the virtual reception array
illustrated 1n FIG. 7B and provided by the antenna arrange-
ment 1llustrated 1 FIG. 7A described above has the follow-
ing characteristics.

(1) Horizontal Direction

Due to horizontal positional relationships among the two
fransmission antennas Tx#1 and Tx#4 arranged with an
inter-element space 7d.; 1n the horizontal direction and the
three reception antennas Rx#1, Rx#2, and Rx#3 arranged
with inter-element spaces 2d,, and d, 1n the horizontal
direction 1n FIG. 7A, the virtual reception array 1llustrated 1n
FIG. 7B 1ncludes a virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HILA including six elements arranged on a straight line with
inter-element spaces 2d,,, d,, 4d,, 2d,, and d, in the

horizontal direction (VA#1, VA#5, VA#9, VA#4, VA#E, and
VA#12 surrounded by the broken line 1llustrated in FIG. 7B).

When the horizontal position of VA#1 1s a reference, the
horizontal coordinates (X;, X,, X3, X4, Xz, X¢) Of the six
elements (VA#1, VA#5, VA#9, VA#4, VA#8, VA#12) form-
ing the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HILA are such
that (xy, X,, X3, X4, X5, Xg)=[0, 2d,,, 3d,,, 7d,, 9d,, 10d,].

The inter-element spaces X ,—Xz| (where A and B are each
one of integers from one to six, and A#B) each between any
two different elements mmcluded 1n the virtual horizontal

linear array antenna HLA are {1, 2, 3, 4, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9,
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10}xd,,. By using the virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HILLA 1ncluding six elements, 1t 1s possible to perform
direction-of-arrival estimation i which an uniform linear
array including 11 elements arranged with inter-element
spaces of the basic unit d,, 1n the horizontal direction are
virtually assumed to be used.

For example, by setting d,, to 0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed 1n a wide range
from —90° to +90° 1n the horizontal direction. Moreover,
since the array aperture length of the radar device 10 1s
10d,,=5A, the beam width BW thereof is about 8° and the
radar device 10 can achieve high angular resolution of
BW=10" or less.

The specific direction estimation processing in the hori-
zontal direction 1n the direction estimator 214 1s performed
as follows.

First, each of the inter-element spaces between two ele-
ments which 1s {1, 2, 3,4, 5, 6,7, 8, 9, 10}xd,; described
above 1n FIG. 7B can be obtained, for example, from one of
the following combinations of the virtual antenna elements
(VA) elements of the virtual reception array in the horizontal
direction:
Inter-element Space

VA#Y
Inter-element

VA#8
Inter-element

VA#Y
Inter-element

VA#4
Inter-element

VA#4
Inter-element

VA#8
Inter-element

VA#4
Inter-element

VA#12
Inter-element

VA#8
Inter-element Space of 10xd,,: Combination of VA#1 and

VA#12.

Specifically, each of the inter-element spaces between any
two of the N XN, virtual antenna elements (VA) arranged
on a straight line 1n the horizontal direction 1s a product of
d,, and an integer of 1 or more, the any two virtnal antenna
elements are elements the inter-element space between
which 1s a product of the space d,, and an integer, and the
inter-element spaces are values including products of d,; and
all integers from 1 to a predetermined value. In other words,
the antenna arrangement of FIG. 7A satisfies the condition
A-2 described above.

When there are multiple combinations of elements the
inter-element spaces among which are the same, 1t 1S pos-
sible to select one of the combinations or perform averaging
processing for the multiple combinations (an example 1n
which one combination 1s selected 1s described herein).

The element numbers (numbers of VA#) of the virtual
reception array correspond to the element numbers of the
column vector of the virtual reception array correlation
vectorh_ ... ..k, s, w) which 1s illustrated in the formula
(6) and 1n which the deviations among the antennas are
corrected. For example, VA#1 corresponds to the first ele-
ment h,(k, fs, w) out of the column vector elements of
h_ er caiK, 1S, w). The same applies to the other elements

VA#2 to VA#16.

of 1xd,: Combination of VA#5 and

Space of 2xd,: Combination of VA#4 and

of VA#1 and

of 3xd,: Combination

Space

of VA#9 and

of 4xd,: Combination

Space

Space of 3xd,: Combination of VA#5 and

Space of 6Xd,: Combination of VA#9 and

Space of 7xd,: Combination of VA#1 and

of VA#5 and

of 8xd,: Combination

Space

of VA#1 and

of 9xd,;; Combination

Space
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The direction estimator 214 generates a correlation vector
hy,(k, fs, w) of the uniform linear array including 11
elements arranged with the inter-element spaces of the basic
unit d; 1n the horizontal direction, based on combinations of
the 1nter-element spaces and the virtual antenna elements
(VA) described above. The correlation vector hy, (k, s, w)
of the uniform linear array 1s expressed by the following
formula. Note that the number of elements 1n the correlation
vector hy, (k, fs, w) of the uniform linear array in the

horizontal direction 1s expressed as Ny, (N, =11 1n FIG.
7B):

hs(k, fs, whg(k, fs, w) Y
hs (k, fs, w)hg(k, fs, w)
hy (k, fs, whg(k, s, w)
ho(k, fs, w)h} (k, fs, w)
hs(k, fs, w)h; (k, fs, w)
ho (k, fs, whg(k, fs, w) |
h; (k, fs, w)h; (k, fs, w)
hs(k, fs, w)hj,(k, fs, w)
hy (k, fs, w)hg(k, fs, w)
h; (k, fs, w)hj,(k, fs, w) )

(1)

hysp(k, 1s, w) =

In horizontal direction-of-arrival estimation, the direction
estimator 214 calculates a spatial profile with an azimuth
direction O 1n a direction estimation evaluation function
value P9, k, fs, w) being variable within a certain angular
range, extracts a certain number of maximum peaks 1n the
calculated spatial profile 1n the descending order, and out-
puts the azimuth directions of the maximum peaks as
direction-of-arrival estimation values.

Note that the evaluation function value P40, k, {s, w) can
be calculated by various methods by using a direction-of-
arrival estimation algorithm. For example, an estimation
method using an array antenna which 1s disclosed 1n Direc-
tion-of-arrival estimation using signal subspace modeling
Cadzow, J. A.; Aerospace and Electronic Systems, IEEE
Transactions on Volume: 28, Issue: 1 Publication Year: 1992,
Page(s): 64-79 can be used. Moreover, 1n the case where
multiple waves with a high correlation arrive, it 1s possible
to apply a spatial smoothing method for correlation sup-
pression after applying various direction-of-arrival estima-
tion algorithms. This can be similarly applied also to the
direction-of-arrival estimation processing to be described
below.

For example a beamformer method can be expressed by
the following formulae. Alternatively, other methods such as
the Capon and the MUSIC can be similarly applied:

1 - (9)

—12 Inf, /A
ap(6,) = eXpi-] chﬁﬂlﬂg [ A}

L exp{—j2n(Ny4r — 1)dgsing, / A}

In these formulae, subscript H 1s the Hermitian transpose
operator. Moreover, a,(0_) 1s a direction vector of the virtual
reception array for a wave arriving from the azimuth direc-
tion 9.

Furthermore, the azimuth direction 9 1s a vector changed
at certain direction intervals P, within an azimuth range in
which the direction-of-arrival estimation 1s performed. For
example, 0 1s set as follows:

0 =9 mint+up,u=0, . .., NU

NU=floor[(0 max—0 min)/p]+I]



US RE49,619 E

19

where, floor(x) 1s a function which returns the largest integer
not exceeding a real number X.

FIG. 8 1llustrates a direction estimation result (calculator
simulation result) obtained by using the configuration
described above. In FIG. 8, simulation conditions are such
that the beamformer method 1s used and a target direction 1s
set to 0°. Moreover, the direction estimation result illustrated
in FIG. 8 1s a result of the direction-of-arrival estimation
performed while virtually assuming that the radar device 10
has the uniform linear array including 11 elements arranged
with the inter-element spaces of the basic unit d,, 1n the

horizontal direction.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 8, 1t 1s found that the beam width
BW of the beam 1n the target direction 0° 1s about 8°, the side
lobe level of 13 dB or lower 1s obtained, and the no grating

lobes are generated.
(2) Vertical Direction

Due to vertical positional relationships among the three
transmission antennas Tx#1, Tx#2, and Tx#3 arranged with
inter-element spaces d,, and 2d,, in the vertical direction and
the two reception antennas Rx#3 and Rx#4 arranged with an
inter-element space 7d,, in the vertical direction in FIG. 7A,
the virtnal reception array illustrated in FIG. 7B form a
virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA including six
elements arranged on a straight line with inter-element

spaces 2d., d, 4d,, 2d,, and d,, 1n the vertical direction
(VA#11, VA#10, VA#9, VA#15, VA#14, and VA#13 sur-

rounded by the broken line illustrated 1n FIG. 7B).

When the vertical position of VA#11 1s a reference, the
vertical coordinates (v, V-, V3, Y4. ¥=. Ye) Of the six elements
(VA#11, VA#10, VA#9, VA#15, VA#14, VA#13) forming
the virtual vertical linear array antenna VILA are such that
(Y15 Y25 Y3 Ya» ¥s» Yo)=10, 2dy., 3dy, 7dy, 9dy, 10d].

The inter-element spaces ly ,—y | (where A and B are each
one of integers from one to six, and A#B) each between any
two different elements included in the virtual vertical linear
array antenna VLA are {1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6,7, 8,9, 10}xd,. By
using the virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA including
s1X elements, the radar device 10 can be virtually assumed
to have a uniform linear array including 11 elements
arranged with inter-element spaces of the basic unit d,, in the
vertical direction, and perform the direction-of-arrival esti-
mation with high angular resolution.

For example, in the case of d,=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed 1n a wide range
from —90° to +90° 1n the vertical direction. Moreover, since
the array aperture length of the radar device 10 is 10d,,=54,
the beam width BW thereof 1s about 8° and the radar device
10 can achieve high angular resolution of BW=10° or less.

The specific direction estimation processing 1n the vertical
direction 1n the direction estimator 214 1s performed as
follows.

First, each of the inter-element spaces between two ele-
ments which 1s {1, 2, 3, 4,5, 6,7, 8,9, 10}xd,, described
above 1 FIG. 7B can be obtained, for example, from one of
the following combinations of the virtual reception array of
virtual antenna elements (VA) 1n the vertical direction:
Inter-element Space of 1xd,: Combination of VA#10 and

VA#Y
Inter-element Space of 2Xd,: Combination of VA#11 and

VA#10
Inter-element Space of 3Xd,: Combination of VA#11 and

VA#Y
Inter-element Space of 4xd,: Combination of VA#9 and

VA#15

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

35

60

65

20

Inter-element Space of 3xd,: Combination of VA#10 and

VA#15
Inter-element Space of 6Xd,: Combination of VA#9 and

VA#14
Inter-element Space of 7xd,: Combination of VA#10 and

VA#14
Inter-element Space of 8xd,: Combination of VA#10 and

VA#13
Inter-element Space of 9xd,: Combination of VA#11 and

VA#14
Inter-element Space of 10xd,: Combination of VA#11 and

VA#13.

Specifically, each of the inter-element spaces between any
two of the N, XNy, virtual antenna elements (VA) arranged
on a straight line 1n the vertical direction 1s a product of d,,
and an mteger of 1 or more, the any two virtnal antenna
elements are elements the inter-element space between
which 1s a product of the space d,, and an integer, and the
inter-element spaces are values including products of d, and
all integers from 1 to a predetermined value. In other words,
the antenna arrangement of FIG. 7A satisfies the condition
B-2 described above.

When there are multiple combinations of elements the
inter-element spaces among which are the same, 1t 1S pos-
sible to select one of the combinations or perform averaging
processing for the multiple combinations (an example 1n
which one combination 1s selected 1s described herein).

The element numbers (numbers of VA#) of the virtual
antenna elements (VA) correspond to the element numbers
of the column vector of the virtnal reception array correla-
tion vector h__. . . /(K, fs, w) which 1s illustrated in the
formula (6) and 1n which the deviations among the antennas
are corrected. For example, VA#1 corresponds to the first
element h,(k, fs, w) out of the column vector elements of
h e, caiK, IS, w). The same applies to the other elements
VA#2 to VA#16.

The direction estimator 214 generates a correlation vector
hy.(k, fs, w) of the uniform linear array including 11
elements arranged with the inter-element spaces of the basic
unit dy, 1n the vertical direction, based on combinations of
the 1nter-element spaces and the virtual antenna elements
(VA) described above. The correlation vector hy,,(k, s, w)
of the uniform linear array 1s expressed by the following
formula. Note that the number of elements 1n the correlation
vector hy,(k, fs, w) of the uniform linear array in the
vertical direction 1s expressed as

Ny,qy(NVAV =11 1n FIG. 7]3): (10)
hio(k, s, wihy(k, fs, w)
hll(k, fS, W)h:{{](k, fS, W)
hy1(k, s, wihy(k, fs, w)
ho(k, fs, whis(k, fs, w)
hyok, £s, wihys(k, 1S, w)
ho(k, fs, wht, (k, fs, W)
hio(k, fs, wh; (k, s, w)
hio(k, fs, w)hj;(k, fs, w)
hy1(k, s, wihj.(k, fs, w)
hy; (k, s, w)h!x (k, fs, w)

hyqp(k, £s, w) =

In vertical direction-of-arrival estimation, the direction
estimator 214 calculates a spatial profile with an elevation
direction ® 1n a direction estimation evaluation function
value P (0, k, fs, w) being variable within a certain angular
range, extracts a certain number of maximum peaks 1n the
calculated spatial profile in the descending order, and out-
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puts the elevation directions of the maximum peaks as
direction-of-arrival estimation values.

Note that the evaluation function value P {®, k, s, w) can
be calculated by various methods by using a direction-of-
arrival estimation algorithm. For example, an estimation
method using an array antenna which 1s disclosed 1n Direc-
tion-of-arrival estimation using signal subspace modeling
Cadzow, J. A.; Aerospace and Electronic Systems, IEEE
Transactions on Volume: 28, Issue: 1 Publication Year: 1992,
Page(s): 64-79 can be used. Moreover, 1n the case where
multiple waves with a high correlation arrive, 1t 1s possible
to apply a spatial smoothing method for correlation sup-
pression after applying various direction-of-arrival estima-
tion algorithms. This can be similarly applied also to the
direction-of-arrival estimation processing to be described
below.

For example a beamformer method can be expressed by
the following formulae. Alternatively, other methods such as
the Capon and the MUSIC can be similarly applied:

PV(‘;"-':’F: k: fS: W) — |aV(¢F)HhVAV(k: fS: W)‘Z (1 1)

1 (12)
Ay () = expi{—] QH(%V sing,, / A}

L expi{—]2n(Nyyy — 1)dgsing, / A}

In these formulae, subscript H 1s the Hermitian transpose
operator. Moreover, a,(®,) 1s a direction vector of the virtual
reception array for a wave arriving from the elevation
direction @, .

Furthermore, @, 1s a vector changed at certain direction
intervals B, within an elevation range in which the direction-
of-arrival estimation 1s performed. For example, ©_ 1s set as
follows:

¢.,=¢ min+vp,,v=0, ... NV

NV=floor[{¢p max—¢ min)/p,]+1

The characteristics of the virtnal antenna elements
arrangement of the virtual reception array illustrated in FIG.
7B have been described.

Note that, in the embodiment, the direction vector of the
virtual reception array 1s assumed to be calculated 1n
advance based on the virtual antenna elements arrangement
VA#1, ..., VA#(INtXNa) of the virtual reception array to be
described later.

Moreover, the time information k described above can be
converted to distance information and then outputted. In the
case of converting the time information k to distance infor-
mation R(k), the following formula can be used:

(13)

W0

Rk) =k
(k) T

where T 1s the code transmission duration, L 1s the pulse
code length, and C, 1s a light speed

Moreover, Doppler frequency information (fsA¢) may be
converted to a relative speed component and then outputted.
The Doppler frequency mformation fsSA¢ can be converted
to the relative speed component v _(f ) by using the following
formula:

A (14)
valls) = 5146,

where A is the wavelength of the carrier frequency of the RF
signal outputted from the transmission radio unit 105.
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As described above, 1n the radar device with relatively
few antenna elements of four transmission antennas and four
reception antennas, the aperture surface formed of the virtual
reception array 1llustrated in FIG. 7B can be maximized 1n
the horizontal direction and the vertical direction by using
the antennas arrangement 1llustrated in FIG. 7A.

In other words, in the embodiment, 1n the radar device 10,
when the beam scanning 1s two-dimensionally performed 1n
the vertical direction and the horizontal direction by using
the MIMO radar, the aperture lengths of the virtual reception
array 1n the vertical direction and the horizontal direction
can be increased as much as possible.

Moreover, 1n the radar device 10, 1t 1s possible to set the
inter-element spaces (d,,, d,,) among the reception antennas
202 1n both of the horizontal direction and the vertical
direction to, for example, 0.5A, and achieve high resolution
of Fourier beam width BW=about 8° i Fourier beam
scanning with equal amplitude weight. In other words, the
radar device 10 can achieve high resolution 1n the horizontal
direction and the vertical direction without using a direction-
of-arrival estimation algorithm capable of achieving high
resolution, which leads to a low computation amount.

As described above, 1n the embodiment, it 1s possible to
improve the angular resolution with few antennas by using
the virtual reception array described above and thereby
reduce the size and cost of the radar device 10.

Note that a space between the set of transmission antennas
Tx#] to Tx#4 and the set of reception antennas Rx#l to
Rx#4 1n FIG. 7A does not affect the virtual antenna elements
arrangement of the virtual reception array. However, arrang-
ing the set transmission antennas Tx#1 to Tx#4 and the set
of reception antennas Rx#1 to Rx#4 close to each other
increases the degree of coupling among the transmission and
reception antennas. Accordingly, the set of transmission
antennas Tx#1 to Tx#4 and the set of reception antennas
Rx#1 to Rx#4 are preferably arranged away from each other
as much as possible within an allowable antenna size. The
same applies to the other antenna arrangements to be
described below.

Moreover, FIG. 7A 1llustrates an example of the antenna
arrangement for four transmission antennas and four recep-
tion antennas. However, a configuration similar to the virtual
antenna elements arrangement of the virtual reception array
1llustrated 1n FIG. 7B 1s obtained also when the reception
antennas are arranged 1n the transmission antenna arrange-
ment of FIG. 7A and the transmission antennas are arranged
in the reception antenna arrangement of FIG. 7A, and
similar effects can be obtained also 1n this case. The same
applies to the other antenna arrangements to be described
below.

(Variation 1 of Embodiment 1)

The antenna arrangement for the four transmission anten-
nas 106 and the four reception antennas 202 1s not limited to
the antenna arrangement 1illustrated 1 FIG. 7A. For
example, FIG. 9A 1llustrates another antenna arrangement
example for the four transmission antennas 106 and the four
reception antennas 202. FIG. 9B illustrates a virtual antenna
elements arrangement of virtual reception array obtained
from the antenna arrangement illustrated in FIG. 9A.

FIG. 9A illustrates an arrangement pattern of the trans-
mission antennas Tx#1 to Tx#4 in which one antenna 1s
arranged on the right side of the transmission antenna Tx#1
in the horizontal direction as in FIG. 7A, the transmission
antenna Tx#1 being a base point and being the top antenna
out of three antennas arranged in the vertical direction.
Meanwhile, 1n FIG. 9A, the reception antennas Rx#1 to
Rx#4 are arranged such that one antenna 1s arranged above
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the reception antenna Rx#2 1n the vertical direction (T-shape
turned 180°), the reception antenna Rx#2 being a base point
and being the middle antenna out of three antennas arranged
in the horizontal direction.

The virtual antenna elements arrangement of the virtual 5
reception array illustrated 1n FIG. 9B which is provided by
the antenna arrangement illustrated in FIG. 9A has the
characteristics (1) and (2) described above as 1n FIG. 7B.
The characteristics are specifically described below by using
FIGS. 9A to 9B. 10
(1) Horizontal Direction

Due to horizontal positional relationships among the two
transmission antennas Tx#1 and Tx#4 arranged with an
inter-element space 7d,, in the horizontal direction and the
three reception antennas Rx#1, Rx#2, and Rx#3 arranged 15
with the inter-element spaces 2d,, and d,, in the horizontal
direction in FI1G. 9A, the virtual reception array illustrated 1n
FIG. 9B includes a virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HLA including six elements arranged on a straight line with

inter-element spaces 2d,, d., 4d,, 2d,, and d, i the 20
horizontal direction (VA#1, VA#S, VA#9, VA#4, VA#S, and

VA#12 surrounded by the broken line 1llustrated in FIG. 9B).
When the horizontal position of VA#1 1s a reference, the
horizontal coordinates (x,, X,, X5, X,, X5, X) of the six
clements (VA#1, VA#5, VA#9, VA#4, VA#E, VA#12) form- 25
ing the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLLA are such
that (X,, X,, X5, X4, X<, Xs)=[0, 2d,, 3d,, 7d,, 9d., 10d,].

The 1nter-element spaces X ,—X,| (where A and B are each
one of integers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included in the virtual horizontal 30
linear array antenna HLA are {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
10}xd,,. By using the virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HLA including six elements, the radar device 10 can be
virtually assumed to have an uniform linear array including
11 elements arranged with 1nter-element spaces of the basic 35
unit d, in the horizontal direction, and perform the direction-
of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution.

For example, 1n the case of d,=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed 1n a wide range 40
from -90° to +90° 1n the horizontal direction. Moreover,
since the array aperture length of the radar device 10 1s
10d,.,=5A, the beam width BW thereof 1s about 8° and the
radar device 10 can achieve high angular resolution of
BW=10° or less. 45
(2) Vertical Direction

Due to vertical positional relationships among the three
transmission antennas Tx#1, Tx#2, and Tx#3 arranged with
inter-element spaces d,- and 2d,. in the vertical direction and
the two reception antennas Rx#2 and Rx#4 arranged with an 50
inter-element space 7d;- in the vertical direction 1n FIG. 9A,
the virtual reception array 1illustrated in FIG. 9B includes a
virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA including six
clements arranged on a straight line with inter-element

spaces 2d,, d,, 4d;, 2d,;, and d;- in the vertical direction 55
(VA#7, VA#6, VA#5, VA#15, VA#14, and VA#13 sur-

rounded by the broken line illustrated 1n FIG. 9B).

When the vertical position of VA#7 1s a reference, the
vertical coordinates (v, V-, Vi, V4, Vs, Vi) 01 the six elements
(VA#], VA#6, VA#HS, VA#135, VA#14, VA#13) forming the 60
virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA are such that (y,,
Y25 Yas Yas ¥ YG):[O: 2an 3dV: 7dV: nga IOdV]

The mter-element spaces |y ,~y | (where A and B are each
one of itegers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included 1n the virtual vertical linear 65
array antenna VLA are {1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10}xd,. By
using the virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA including,
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s1X elements, the radar device 10 can be virtually assumed
to have a uniform linear array including 11 elements
arranged with inter-element spaces of the basic unit d;-1n the
vertical direction, and perform the direction-of-arrival esti-
mation with high angular resolution.

For example, 1n the case of d;=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed 1n a wide range
from —90° to +90° 1n the vertical direction. Moreover, since

the array aperture length of the radar device 10 1s 10d,=3A,
the beam width BW thereof 1s about 8° and the radar device
10 can achieve high angular resolution of BW=10° or less.
(Vanation 2 of Embodiment 1)

In Embodiment 1, when high angular resolution of about
10° 1s unnecessary in Embodiment 1 as the angular resolu-
tion 1n the horizontal direction or the vertical direction, the
radar device 10 may include only three transmission anten-
nas 106 or three reception antennas 202.

Description 1s given below of an example in which no
high angular resolution 1s required as the angular resolution
in the vertical direction and the radar device 10 includes
three transmission antennas 106 and four reception antennas
202.

FIG. 10A illustrates antennas arrangement example of the
transmission antennas 106 and the reception antennas 202.
FIG. 10B illustrates virtual antenna elements arrangement of
virtual reception array obtained from the antenna arrange-
ment 1llustrated 1n FIG. 10A.

In FIG. 10A, the three transmission antennas 106 are
denoted respectively by Tx#1 to Tx#3, and the four recep-
tion antennas 202 are denoted respectively by Rx#1 to Rx#4.
In FIG. 10A, the transmission antennas Tx#1 to Tx#3 are
arranged such that one antenna 1s arranged on the right side
of the transmission antenna Tx#1 1n the horizontal direction
with an iter-eclement space smaller than an inter-element
space 1n the vertical direction (L. shape turned +90°), the
transmission antenna Tx#1 being a base point and being the
top antenna out of two antennas arranged in the vertical
direction. Meanwhile, the reception antennas Rx#1 to Rx#4
are arranged such that one antenna 1s arranged above the
reception antenna Rx#3 1n the vertical direction with an
inter-eclement space smaller than an inter-element space 1n
the horizontal direction (L shape turned —90°), the reception
antenna Rx#3 being a base point and being the rghtmost
antenna out of three antennas arranged in the horizontal
direction.

Moreover, the arrangement of the transmission antennas
106 and the reception antennas 202 in this vanation 1s
assumed to satisiy the restriction conditions A-1, A-2, B-1,
and B-2 described in Embodiment 1.

The virtual antenna elements arrangement of the virtual
reception array 1illustrated 1n FIG. 10B and provided by the
antenna arrangement 1llustrated 1n FIG. 10A has the follow-
ing characteristics.

(1) Honizontal Direction

Due to horizontal positional relationships among the two
transmission antennas Tx#1 and Tx#3 arranged with an
inter-element space 5d., 1 the horizontal direction and the
three reception antennas Rx#1, Rx#2, and Rx#3 arranged
with inter-element spaces d,, and 2d,, in the horizontal
direction 1 FIG. 10A, the virtual reception array 1llustrated
in FIG. 10B includes a virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HILA including six elements arranged on a straight line with

inter-element spaces d,, 2d,, 2d,, d, and 2d, 1n the
horizontal direction (VA#1, VA#4, VA#T, VA#H3, VA#6, and

VA#9 surrounded by the broken line illustrated 1n FIG. 10B).




US RE49,619 E

25

When the horizontal position of VA#1 1s a reference, the
horizontal coordinates (X,, X,, X5, X,, X5, Xs) Of the six
clements (VA#1, VA#4, VA#HT, VA#3, VA#6, VA#9) forming
the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLLA are such that
(X, X5, X5, X4, Xz, X)=[0, dyy, 3d,,, 3d,, 6d,, 8d,].

The inter-element spaces 1xX ,—x;| (where A and B are each
one of 1tegers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included i the virtual horizontal
linear array antenna HLLA are {1, 2,3, 4, 5, 6,7, 8}xd,,. By
using the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLLA 1nclud-
ing six elements, the radar device 10 can be virtually
assumed to have an umiform linear array including nine
clements arranged with inter-element spaces of the basic
unit d,, in the horizontal direction, and pertorm the direction-
of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution.

For example, by setting d,, to 0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation ol grating lobes being suppressed 1in a wide range
from -90° to +90° 1n the horizontal direction. Moreover,
since the array aperture length of the radar device 10 1s
8d =4\, the beam width BW thereot 1s about 10° and the
radar device 10 can achieve high angular resolution of
BW=10° or less.

(2) Vertical Direction

Due to vertical positional relationships among the two
transmission antennas Tx#1 and Tx#2 arranged with an
inter-eclement space d,- in the vertical direction and the two
reception antennas Rx#3 and Rx#4 arranged with an inter-
clement space 3d;. 1n the vertical direction 1n FIG. 10A, the
virtual reception array illustrated in FIG. 10B includes a
virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA including four

clements arranged on a straight line with inter-clement
spaces d, 2d,,, and d,-1n the vertical direction (VA#8, VA#7,

VA#11, and VA#10 surrounded by the broken line illustrated
in FIG. 10B).

When the vertical position of VA#8 1s a reference, the
vertical coordinates (v, v,, Vi, V4) of the four elements
(VA#S, VA#T, VA#11, VA#10) forming the virtual vertical
linear array antenna VLA are such that (yv,, v,, V5, v,)=[0,
d,, 3d,, 4d,].

The inter-element spaces Iy ,—yz| (where A and B are each
one of integers from one to four, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included 1n the virtual vertical linear
array antenna VLA are {1, 2, 3, 4} xd,. By using the virtual
vertical linear array antenna VLA including four elements,
the radar device 10 can be virtually assumed to have a
uniform linear array including five elements arranged with
inter-eclement spaces of the basic unit d,- in the vertical
direction, and perform the direction-of-arrival estimation
with high angular resolution.

For example, in the case of d,=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed in a wide range
from -90° to +90° 1n the vertical direction. Meanwhile,
since the array aperture length of the radar device 10 1s
4d,=2A, the beam width BW thereot 1s about 20°.
(Varniation 3 of Embodiment 1)

In Embodiment 1, the radar device 10 using five or more
reception antennas 202 may include three transmission
antennas 106. Alternatively, the radar device 10 using five or
more transmission antennas 106 may include three reception
antennas 202.

Description 1s given below of an example of the radar
device 10 which includes three transmission antennas 106
and five reception antennas 202.

FIG. 11 A 1llustrates an arrangement example of the trans-
mission antennas 106 and the reception antennas 202. FIG.
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11B 1llustrates an arrangement of virtual reception array
obtained from the antenna arrangement illustrated 1 FIG.

11A.

In FIG. 11A, the three transmission antennas 106 are
denoted respectively by Tx#1 to Tx#3, and the five reception
antennas 202 are denoted respectively by Rx#1 to Rx#5. In
FIG. 11A, the transmission antennas Tx#1 to Tx#3 are
arranged such that one antenna 1s arranged on the right side
of the transmission antenna Tx#1 1n the horizontal direction
(L shape turned +90°), the transmission antenna Tx#1 being
a base point and being the top antenna out of two antennas
arranged 1n the vertical direction. Meanwhile, the reception
antennas Rx#1 to Rx#5 are arranged such that one antenna
1s arranged on each of the upper and lower sides of the
reception antenna Rx#3 1n the vertical direction, the recep-
tion antenna Rx#3 being a base point and being the middle
antenna out of three antennas arranged in the horizontal
direction (cross shape). Note that the arrangement of the
reception antennas Rx#1 to Rx#5 are not limited to the
cross-shaped arrangement, and may be a L-shaped arrange-

ment or a T-shaped arrangement (see, for example, FIGS.
24A to 24F to be described later).

Moreover, the arrangement of the transmission antennas
106 and the reception antennas 202 in this variation 1s an
arrangement satisiying the restriction conditions A-1, A-2,
B-1, and B-2 described in Embodiment 1.

The virtual antenna elements arrangement of the virtual
reception array illustrated 1in FIG. 11B and provided by the
antenna arrangement 1llustrated in FIG. 11A has the follow-
ing characteristics.

(1) Horizontal Direction

Due to horizontal positional relationships among the two
transmission antennas Tx#1 and Tx#3 arranged with an
inter-element space 7d,, in the horizontal direction and the
three reception antennas Rx#2, Rx#3, and Rx#4 arranged
with inter-element spaces 2d,, and d, in the horizontal
direction i FIG. 11 A, the virtual reception array 1illustrated
in FIG. 11B includes a virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HLA including six elements arranged on a straight line with

inter-eclement spaces 2d., d., 4d,, 2d,, and d, in the
horizontal direction (VA#4, VA#7, VA#10, VA#6, VA#9,

and VA#12 surrounded by the broken line illustrated 1n FIG.
11B).

When the horizontal position of VA#4 1s a reference, the
horizontal coordinates (x,, X,, X3, X,, X5, X) ol the six
clements (VA#4, VA#7, VA#10, VA#6, VA#HO, VA#12) form-
ing the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLLA are such
that (x,, X,, X5, X4, Xs, X4,)=[0, 2d,,, 3d,,, 7d,,, 9d,,, 10d,,].

The mnter-element spaces X ,—x ;| (where A and B are each
one of integers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included in the virtual horizontal
linear array antenna HLA are {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
10} xd,,. By using the virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HLA including six elements, the radar device 10 can be
virtually assumed to have an uniform linear array including
11 elements arranged with 1nter-element spaces of the basic
unit d, in the horizontal direction, and perform the direction-
of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution.

For example, in the case of d,=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed 1n a wide range
from -90° to +90° 1n the horizontal direction. Moreover,
since the array aperture length of the radar device 10 1s
10d,=3A, the beam width BW thereof 1s about 8° and the
radar device 10 can achieve high angular resolution of

BW=10° or less.
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(2) Vertical Direction
Due to vertical positional relationships among the two

transmission antennas Tx#1 and Tx#2 arranged with an
inter-element space 7d;-1n the vertical direction and the three
reception antennas Rx#1, Rx#3, and Rx#5 arranged with
inter-element spaces d;- and 2d;- in the vertical direction 1n
FIG. 11A, the virtual reception array illustrated 1n FIG. 11B
includes a virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA 1nclud-
ing six elements arranged on a straight line with inter-
clement spaces d,, 2d,, 4d,., d;, and 2d, in the vertical
direction (VA#2, VA#8, VA#14, VA#1, VA#]/, and VA#13
surrounded by the broken line illustrated 1n FIG. 11B).
When the vertical position of VA#2 1s a reference, the
vertical coordinates (v, V-, Y1, V4, V5, Vi) Of the s1x elements
(VA#2, VA#HS, VA#14, VA#1, VA#T7, VA#13) forming the

virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA are such that (y,,
Y2 Y35 Yas Yo YG):[O: dV: ?’dVa 7dVﬂ SdVﬂ 1OdV]

The inter-element spaces ly ,~yz| (where A and B are each
one of 1mtegers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included 1n the virtual vertical linear
array antenna VLA are {1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 10}xd,. By
using the virtual vertical linear array antenna VL A including,
s1X elements, the radar device 10 can be virtually assumed
to have a uniform linear array including 11 eclements
arranged with inter-element spaces of the basic unit d,-1n the
vertical direction, and perform the direction-of-arrival esti-
mation with high angular resolution. Note that the uniform
linear array includes no inter-element spaces other than the
inter-element spaces of the basic unit d,-

For example, in the case of d,=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed in a wide range
from —90° to +90° 1n the vertical direction. Moreover, since
the array aperture length of the radar device 10 1s 10d,=3A,
the beam width BW thereof 1s about 8° and the radar device
10 can achieve high angular resolution of BW=10° or less.

Embodiment 2

In some cases, a radar device uses sub-array antennas in
which array elements forming an array antenna each include
multiple antenna elements (sub-arrayed antenna elements),
to 1improve a directional gain of the array antenna.

For example, FIG. 12 illustrates an example in which
sub-arrayed antenna element 1s applied to the configuration
of FIG. 13A when the radar detection range of the radar
device can be reduced in the vertical direction and the
smallest inter-element space in the vertical direction 1s 2d,..
In FIG. 12, using the sub-arrayed antenna elements are
formed by stacking two antenna elements 1n the vertical
direction can narrow the directivity 1n the vertical direction
and reduce radiation 1n an unnecessary direction, thereby
improving the array element gain.

Regarding the inter-element spaces of the array antenna,
antenna elements are difficult to arrange with inter-element
spaces smaller than the size of the antenna elements. For
example, stacking the antenna elements of the sub-arrayed
antenna elements 1n the vertical direction 1ncreases the size
of the sub-arrayed antenna elements to about one wave-
length, and this restricts the arrangement of the array
antenna in the radar device. Specifically, 1n the radar device
having the sub-array antenna configuration, the smallest
inter-element space 1n the antenna arrangement in the ver-
tical direction 1s restricted to be equal to or more than a
certain value.

As described above, when the sub-array antenna configu-
ration 1s used in the radar device, the size of each sub-
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arrayed antenna element 1s large, and the space between any
two of the sub-arrayed antenna eclements needs to be
increased. As a result, grating lobes may be generated on a
directional pattern of the array antenna.

In view of this, 1n the embodiment, description 1s given of
an antenna arrangement which achieves high resolution 1n
the vertical/horizontal direction and which can perform the
direction-of-arrival estimation with the generation of grating
lobes suppressed in a wide range when the sub-array anten-
nas are used.

Note that, since the radar device of the embodiment has
the same basic configuration as the radar device 10 of
Embodiment 1, description 1s given with reference to FIG.
3.

Moreover, the radar device 10 in which the antenna
clements are stacked in the vertical direction to form sub-
arrayed antenna elements 1s described below as an example.
Note that the antenna elements are not stacked in the
horizontal direction to form sub-arrayed antenna elements
and the radar device 10 has the same characteristics as that
in Embodiment 1.

As in Embodiment 1, Nt transmission antennas 106 and
Na reception antennas 202 are arranged with uneven inter-
clement spaces 1n the horizontal direction and the vertical
direction.

Moreover, the transmission antennas 106 and the recep-
tion antennas 202 in the embodiment are arranged in the
vertical direction (direction 1n which the antenna elements
are formed) such that there 1s one or more combinations of
the inter-element spaces among the N .. transmission anten-
nas 106 and the inter-element spaces among the N ;- recep-
tion antennas 202 i which the difference between the
inter-element spaces 1s the basic unit d,. of the inter-element
spaces 1n the vertical direction. Moreover, the basic unit d,-
ol the inter-element spaces in the vertical direction 1s set to
be less than 1A (for example, 0.5A). Specifically, the trans-
mission antennas 106 and the reception antennas 202 are
arranged to include at least one arrangement satisitying the
following formula (hereafter referred to as condition B-3).
<Condition B-3>

(inter-element space between transmission antennas

106 1n vertical direction)-(inter-element space

between reception antennas 202 in vertical
direction)|=d ;=0.5A<1 A.

Moreover, the radar device 10 having the arrangement of
the transmission antennas 106 and the reception antennas
202 of the embodiment satisfies the restriction conditions
described 1n Embodiment 1 except for B-1, that i1s the
restriction conditions A-1, A-2, and B-2.

FIG. 13A illustrates an arrangement example of the trans-
mission antennas 106 and the reception antennas 202. FIG.
13B illustrates a virtual antenna element arrangement of a
virtual reception array obtained from the antenna arrange-
ment 1llustrated 1n FIG. 13A.

In this example, the number Nt of the transmission
antennas 106 1s four and the number Na of the reception
antennas 202 1s four. Moreover, the four transmission anten-
nas 106 are denoted respectively by Tx#1 to Tx#4, and the
four reception antennas 202 are denoted respectively by
Rx#1 to Rx#4.

In FIG. 13A, the transmission antennas Tx#1 to Tx#4 are
arranged 1n a pattern in which one antenna 1s arranged on the
right side of the transmission antenna Tx#1 1n the horizontal
direction (L. shape turned +90°), the transmission antenna
Tx#1 being a base point and being the top antenna out of
three antennas arranged 1n the vertical direction. Meanwhile,
the reception antennas Rx#1 to Rx#4 are arranged 1n a
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pattern 1n which one antenna 1s arranged above the reception
antenna Rx#2 1n the vertical direction (T-shape turned 180°),
the reception antenna Rx#2 being a base point and being the
middle antenna out of three antennas arranged 1n the hori-
zontal direction. 5

The virtual antenna elements arrangement of the virtual
reception array illustrated in FIG. 13B and provided by the
antenna arrangement 1llustrated in FIG. 13A has the follow-
ing characteristics.

(1) Horizontal Direction 10

Due to horizontal positional relationships among the two
transmission antennas Tx#1 and Tx#4 arranged with an
inter-clement space 7d., in the horizontal direction and the
three reception antennas Rx#1, Rx#2, and Rx#3 arranged
with inter-eclement spaces 2d,, and d, in the horizontal 15
direction 1n FIG. 13A, the virtual reception array illustrated
in FI1G. 13B includes a virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HLA including six elements arranged on a straight line with
inter-eclement spaces 2d., d., 4d,, 2d,, and d, 1n the
horizontal direction (VA#1, VA#S, VA#9, VA#H4, VA#S, and 20
VA#12 surrounded by the broken line illustrated in FIG.
13B).

When the horizontal position of VA#1 1s a reference, the
horizontal coordinates (x,, X,, X5, X,, X5, X) of the six
clements (VA#1, VA#5, VA#9, VA#4, VA#E, VA#12) form- 25
ing the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLLA are such
that (X,, X,, X5, X4, X<, Xs)=[0, 2d,, 3d,, 7d,, 9d., 10d,].

The 1nter-element spaces X ,—X,| (where A and B are each
one of integers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included in the virtual horizontal 30
linear array antenna HLA are {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
10}xd,,. By using the virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HLA including six elements, the radar device 10 can be
virtually assumed to have an uniform linear array including
11 elements arranged with 1nter-element spaces of the basic 35
unit d, in the horizontal direction, and perform the direction-
of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution.

For example, 1n the case of d,=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed 1n a wide range 40
from -90° to +90° 1n the horizontal direction. Moreover,
since the array aperture length of the radar device 10 1s
10d,.,=5A, the beam width BW thereof 1s about 8° and the
radar device 10 can achieve high angular resolution of
BW=10° or less. 45
(2) Vertical Direction

Due to vertical positional relationships among the three
transmission antennas Tx#1, Tx#2, and Tx#3 arranged with
inter-element spaces 2d,- and 4d,. in the vertical direction
and the two reception antennas Rx#2 and Rx#4 arranged 50
with an inter-element space 3d;. in the vertical direction in
FIG. 13A, the virtual reception array illustrated 1n FIG. 13B
includes a virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA includ-
ing six elements arranged on a straight line with inter-
clement spaces 4d,, d,, d,, 3d;, and 2d, in the vertical 55
direction (VA#7, VA#6, VA#15, VA#5, VA#14, and VA#13
surrounded by the broken line illustrated in FIG. 13B).

When the vertical position of VA#7 1s a reference, the
vertical coordinates (v, V-, Vi, V4, Vs, Vi) 01 the six elements
(VA#], VA#6, VA#15, VA#S, VA#14, VA#13) forming the 60
virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA are such that (y,,
Y25 Yas Yas ¥ YG):[O: 4an SdVa 6dV: nga lldV]

The 1nter-element space |y ,~v .| (where A and B are each
one of itegers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included 1n the virtual vertical linear 65
array antenna VLA are {1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7,9, 11}xd,. By
using combinations of elements out of the six elements 1n the
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virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA whose inter-ele-
ment spaces are {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7}xd,, the radar device 10
can be virtually assumed to have an unmiform linear array
including eight elements arranged with inter-element spaces
of the basic unit d,, in the vertical direction, and pertorm the
direction-of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution.

Meanwhile, by using combinations whose 1nter-element
spaces are {1, 2,3,4,5,6,7,9, 11}xd_, the radar device 10
can be virtually assumed to have a linear array including 10
clements arranged with inter-element spaces 2d,- which are
twice the basic unit d - 1n the vertical direction, and perform
the direction-of-arrival estimation. In this case, in the radar
device 10 assumed to have the linear array including 10
clements, the spatial side robe slightly increases but the
aperture length 1s further increased compared to the radar
device 10 assumed to have the uniform linear array includ-
ing eight elements arranged with the iter-element spaces of
the basic unit d,;.. Accordingly, the angular resolution can be
improved.

For example, 1n the case of d,=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed 1n a wide range
from —-90° to +90° 1n the vertical direction. Moreover, when
the radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival esti-
mation while being virtually assumed to have the uniform
linear array including eight elements arranged with the
inter-element spaces of the basic unit d,, the array aperture
length of the radar device 10 1s 7d,;=3.5A, and the beam
width BW thereof 1s thus about 11°. Meanwhile, when the
radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival estimation
while being virtually assumed to have the linear array
including 10 elements arranged with the inter-element

spaces 2d;., the array aperture length of the radar device 10
1s 11d,=5.5A. Accordingly, the beam width BW of the radar

device 10 1s about 7° and the radar device 10 can achieve
high angular resolution of BW=10° or less.

As described above, 1n the radar device 10, 1n the case of
d,=0.5A, 1n FIG. 13A, |(inter-element space 4d;. between
Tx#2 and Tx#3 1n vertical direction)-(inter-eclement space
Sd;- between Rx#2 and Rx#4 1n vertical direction)|=d~0.5A
<1A, and the condition B-3 1s satisfied. Thus, 1n FIG. 13B,
the arrangement of the virtual reception array 1n the vertical
direction includes one or more 1nter-element spaces (=0.5A)
which are 1A or smaller (inter-element space between VA#6
and VA#15 and inter-element space between VA#15 and
VA#5 1llustrated 1n FIG. 13B). The radar device 10 using the
arrangement 1illustrated i FIG. 13A can be wvirtually
assumed to have a uniform linear array including multiple
clements arranged with inter-element spaces of the basic
unit d;- 1n the vertical direction and perform the direction-
of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution, also in the
sub-array antenna configuration.

FIG. 14 1llustrates a direction estimation result (calculator
simulation result) obtained by using the configuration
described above. In FIG. 14, simulation conditions are such
that the beamformer method 1s used and a target direction 1s
set to 0°. Moreover, the direction estimation result (8 ele-
ment DOA) 1llustrated by the solid line in FIG. 14 15 a result
of the direction-of-arrival estimation performed while vir-
tually assuming that the radar device 10 has the uniform
linecar array including eight elements arranged with the
inter-element spaces of the basic unit d,. in the vertical
direction. Meanwhile, the direction estimation result (10
clement DOA) illustrated by the dotted line in FIG. 14 1s a
result of the direction-of-arrival estimation performed while
virtually assuming that the radar device 10 has the linear
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array including 10 elements arranged with the inter-element
spaces twice the basic unit d,. in the vertical direction.

As 1llustrated 1n FIG. 14, 1t 1s found that, in the radar
device 10 virtually assumed to have the uniform linear array
including eight elements, the beam width BW of the beam
in the target direction 0° 1s about 11° and the side lobe level
of 13 dB or lower 1s obtained. Meanwhile, as illustrated in
FIG. 14, it 1s found that, in the radar device 10 virtually
assumed to have the linear array including 10 elements, the
side lobes increases but the beam width BW of the beam 1n
the target direction 0° decreases compared to those in the
radar device 10 virtually assumed to have the uniform linear
array including eight elements (solid line). Moreover, as
illustrated 1n FIG. 14, 1t 1s found that no grating lobes are
generated 1 both cases.

As described above, 1n the embodiment, in the radar
device 10 which has the sub-array antenna configuration and
which performs beam scanning two-dimensionally in the
vertical direction and the horizontal direction by using the
MIMO radar, the aperture lengths of the virtual reception
array 1n the vertical direction and the horizontal direction
can be increased as much as possible. Accordingly, in the
embodiment, 1t 1s possible to improve the angular resolution
of the radar device 10 with few antennas by using this virtual
reception array and thereby reduce the size and cost of the
radar device 10.

(Variation 1 of Embodiment 2)

The antenna arrangement in the MIMO radar of FIG. 13A
described above can be applied as long as the size of a
sub-arrayed antenna element which 1s formed by stacking
clements 1n the vertical direction 1s smaller than 2d,..

In the arrangement of FIG. 13A, the smallest inter-
clement space in the vertical direction 1s the inter-element
space between Tx#1 and Tx#2 and 1s 2d,.. Meanwhile, 1n the
arrangement ol FIG. 15A, the smallest inter-element space
in the vertical direction 1s the inter-element space between
Rx#2 and Rx#4 and 1s 3d,. Accordingly, a sub-arrayed
antenna element which 1s larger 1n size in the vertical
direction can be used 1n the arrangement of FIG. 15A. Using
the sub-arrayed antenna element which 1s larger 1n size in the
vertical direction can improve the gain in the vertical
direction and also narrow the directivity in the vertical
direction.

Meanwhile, when the size of a sub-arrayed antenna ele-
ment which 1s formed by stacking elements 1n the vertical
direction 1s larger than 2d,. in the vertical direction, for
example, when a sub-array antenna element which 1s formed
by stacking three antenna elements 1n the vertical direction
as illustrated in FIG. 15C 1s used, the antenna arrangement
to be described below can be used. Description 1s given
below of an antenna arrangement example applicable as
long as the size of a sub-array antenna element which 1s
tormed by stacking elements 1n the vertical direction 1s 3d;-
or smaller 1n the vertical direction.

FIG. 15A 1llustrates an arrangement example of the trans-
mission antennas 106 and the reception antennas 202. FIG.
15B illustrates an arrangement of a virtual reception array
obtained from the antenna arrangement 1illustrated 1n FIG.
15A.

In this example, the number Nt of the transmission
antennas 106 1s four and the number Na of the reception
antennas 202 1s four. Moreover, the four transmission anten-
nas 106 are denoted respectively by Tx#1 to Tx#4, and the
four reception antennas 202 are denoted respectively by
Rx#1 to Rx#4.

In FIG. 15A, the transmission antennas Tx#1 to Tx#4 are
arranged such that one antenna 1s arranged on the right side
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of the transmission antenna Tx#1 1n the horizontal direction
(L shape turned +90°), the transmission antenna Tx#1 being
a base point and being the top antenna out of three antennas
arranged 1n the vertical direction. Meanwhile, the reception
antennas Rx#1 to Rx#4 are arranged such that one antenna
1s arranged above the reception antenna Rx#2 in the vertical
direction (T-shape turned 180°), the reception antenna Rx#2
being a base point and being the middle antenna out of three
antennas arranged in the horizontal direction.

The arrangement of the virtual reception array illustrated
in FIG. 15B and provided by the antenna arrangement
illustrated in FIG. 15A has the following characteristics.
(1) Hornizontal Direction

Due to horizontal positional relationships among the two
transmission antennas Tx#1 and Tx#4 arranged with an
inter-element space 7d,, in the horizontal direction and the
three reception antennas Rx#1, Rx#2, and Rx#3 arranged
with inter-element spaces 2d,, and d, in the horizontal
direction 1 FIG. 15A, the virtual reception array 1illustrated
in FIG. 15B includes a virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HILA including six elements arranged on a straight line with

inter-element spaces 2d., d., 4d,, 2d,, and d, 1n the
horizontal direction (VA#1, VA#S, VA#9, VA#4, VA#S, and

VA#12 surrounded by the broken line illustrated in FIG.
15B).

When the horizontal position of VA#1 1s a reference, the
horizontal coordinates (x,, X,, X5, X4, Xs, Xs) Of the six
clements (VA#1, VA#5, VA#9, VA#4, VA#E, VA#12) form-
ing the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLLA are such
that (x,, X,, X5, X4, X5, X,)=[0, 2d,,, 3d,,, 7d,,, 9d,,, 10d,,].

The inter-element spaces X ,—x ;| (where A and B are each
one of 1ntegers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements icluded in the virtual horizontal
linear array antenna HLA are {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
10} xd,,. By using the virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HLA 1including six elements, the radar device 10 can be
virtually assumed to have an uniform linear array including
11 elements arranged with 1nter-element spaces of the basic
unit d,, 1n the horizontal direction, and pertorm the direction-
of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution.

For example, 1n the case of d.~0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed 1n a wide range
from -90° to +90° 1n the horizontal direction. Moreover,
since the array aperture length of the radar device 10 1s
10d,=3A, the beam width BW thereof 1s about 8° and the
radar device 10 can achieve high angular resolution of
BW=10° or less.

(2) Vertical Direction

Due to vertical positional relationships among the three
transmission antennas Tx#1, Tx#2, and Tx#3 arranged with
inter-element spaces 4d;- and 3d;- in the vertical direction
and the two reception antennas Rx#2 and Rx#4 arranged
with an inter-element space 3d,. in the vertical direction 1n
FIG. 15A, the virtual reception array illustrated in FIG. 15B
includes a virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA 1nclud-
ing six elements arranged on a straight line with inter-
clement spaces 3d,, 2d,, 3d;, 1d,, and 3d, in the vertical
direction (VA#7, VA#15, VA#6, VA#14, VA#5, and VA#13
surrounded by the broken line 1illustrated 1n FIG. 15B).

When the vertical position of VA#7 1s a reference, the

vertical coordinates (v, V-, Vi, V4, Vs, Vi) 01 the six elements
(VAH#T7, VA#135, VA#6, VA#H14, VA#5, VA#13) forming the

virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA are such that (y,,

Y2, Y35 Yas ¥ss Y6)=10, 3dyp, 5dy, 8dy, 9dy, 12d,].
The 1nter-element spaces |y ,—yz| (where A and B are each

one of 1ntegers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
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two different elements included 1n the virtual vertical linear
array antenna VLA are {1, 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 12}xd,. By
using combinations of elements out of the six elements 1n the
virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA whose inter-cle-
ment spaces are {1,2,3,4, 5, 6,7, 8, 9}xd,, the radar device
10 can be virtually assumed to have an uniform linear array
including 10 elements arranged with inter-element spaces of
the basic unit d;- in the vertical direction, and perform the
direction-of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution.

Meanwhile, by using combinations whose inter-element
spaces are {1, 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 12}xd,, the radar device
10 can be virtually assumed to have a linear array including
11 elements arranged with an inter-element space 3d ;- which
1s three times the basic unit d ;. in the vertical direction, and
perform the direction-of-arrival estimation. In this case, in
the radar device 10 assumed to have the linear array includ-
ing 11 elements, the spatial side robe slightly increases but
the aperture length 1s further increased compared to the radar
device 10 assumed to have the uniform linear array includ-
ing 10 elements arranged with the inter-clement spaces of
the basic unit d,.. Accordingly, the angular resolution can be
improved.

For example, in the case of d ,=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed in a wide range
from -90° to +90° 1n the vertical direction. Moreover, when
the radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival esti-
mation while being virtually assumed to have the uniform
linear array including 10 elements arranged with the inter-
element spaces of the basic unit d,, the array aperture length
of the radar device 10 1s 9d;,=4.5A. Accordingly, the beam
width BW of the radar device 10 1s about 9° and the radar
device 10 can achieve high angular resolution of BW=10° or
less. Meanwhile, when the radar device 10 performs the
direction-of-arrival estimation while beng virtually
assumed to have the linear array including 11 elements
arranged with the inter-element space 3d,, the array aperture
length of the radar device 10 1s 12d,=6A. Accordingly, the
beam width BW of the radar device 10 1s about 7° and the
radar device 10 can achieve high angular resolution of
BW=10° or less.

(Vaniation 2 of Embodiment 2)

In the embodiment described above, a case where a
sub-arrayed antenna element 1s formed by arranging antenna
elements 1n the vertical direction 1s described. However, a
sub-arrayed antenna element can be formed by arranging
antenna elements in the horizontal direction. Specifically,
FIG. 16 illustrates an example i which a sub-arrayed
antenna eclement 1s applied to FIG. 17A when the radar
detection range of the radar device 10 can be reduced 1n the
horizontal direction and the smallest inter-element space in
the horizontal direction 1s 2d,. In FIG. 16, forming the
sub-arrayed antenna element by stacking two antenna ele-
ments in the horizontal direction can narrow the directivity
in the horizontal direction and reduce radiation 1n an unnec-
essary direction, thereby improving the array element gain.

However, as 1n the case of stacking in the vertical direc-
tion described above, stacking the antenna elements in the
horizontal direction increases the size of the sub-arrayed
antennas element to about one wavelength, and this restricts
the arrangement of the array antenna. Specifically, in the
radar device 10 having the sub-array antenna configuration,
the smallest inter-element space in the array arrangement
horizontal direction 1s restricted to be equal to or more than
a certain value.

In view of this, 1n this variation, description is given of an
antenna arrangement which achieves high resolution 1n the
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vertical’horizontal direction and which can perform the
direction-of-arrival estimation with the generation of grating
lobes suppressed in a wide range when the sub-array antenna
1s used 1n the horizontal direction.

As 1n Embodiment 1, Nt transmission antennas 106 and
Na reception antennas 202 are arranged with uneven inter-
clement spaces in the horizontal direction and the vertical
direction.

Moreover, the transmission antennas 106 and the recep-
tion antennas 202 in the embodiment are arranged in the
horizontal direction (direction 1n which the sub-array anten-
nas are formed) such that there 1s one or more combinations
of the inter-element spaces among the N transmission
antennas 106 and the inter-element spaces among the N,
reception antennas 202 1n which the difference between the
inter-element spaces 1s the basic unit d,, of the inter-element
spaces 1n the horizontal direction. Moreover, the basic unit
d., of the inter-element spaces in the horizontal direction 1s
set to be less than 1A (for example, 0.5)). Specifically, the
transmission antennas 106 and the reception antennas 202
are arranged to include at least one arrangement satisiying
the following formula (hereafter referred to as condition
A-3).
<Condition A-3>

(inter-element space between transmission antennas
106 in horizontal direction)-(inter-element

space between reception antennas 202 in hori-
zontal direction)|=d ~0.5A<1A.

Moreover, the arrangement of the transmission antennas
106 and the reception antennas 202 of the variation satisfies
the restriction conditions described in Embodiment 1 except
for A-1, that 1s A-2, B-1, and B-2.

As a result, also in the radar device 10 having the
sub-array antenna configuration in the horizontal direction,
the aperture lengths of the virtual reception array in the
vertical direction and the horizontal direction can be
increased as much as possible. Accordingly, 1t 1s possible to
improve the angular resolution of the radar device 10 with
few antennas by using this virtual reception array and
thereby reduce the size and cost of the radar device 10.
(Vaniation 3 of Embodiment 2)

In this vanation, description 1s given of the case where a
sub-arrayed antenna element 1s formed by arranging antenna
clements 1n both the vertical direction and the horizontal
direction. FIG. 18 illustrates an example 1n which a sub-
arrayed antenna element arranged 1 a two-by-two matrix
pattern 1s applied to FIG. 17A when the radar detection
range can be reduced in both the vertical direction and the
horizontal direction and the smallest inter-element spaces in
the vertical direction and the horizontal direction are 2d;-and
2d,,, respectively. In FIG. 18, forming the sub-arrayed
antenna element by stacking antenna elements 1n the vertical
direction and the horizontal direction can narrow the direc-
tivity 1n the vertical direction and the horizontal direction
and reduce radiation in an unnecessary direction, thereby
improving the array element gain.

However, stacking the antenna elements in the vertical
direction and the horizontal direction increases the size of
the sub-arrayed antenna element to one wavelength or more,
and this restricts the arrangement of the array antenna 1n the
radar device 10. Specifically, in the radar device 10, the
smallest 1nter-eclement spaces in the array arrangement ver-
tical direction and horizontal direction are each restricted to
be equal to or more than a certain value.

In view of this, in this variation, description 1s given of an
antenna arrangement which achieves high resolution 1n the
vertical/horizontal direction and which can perform the
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direction-of-arrival estimation with the generation of grating
lobes suppressed 1n a wide range when the sub-array antenna
1s used in both the vertical direction and the horizontal
direction.

As 1n Embodiment 1, Nt transmission antennas 106 and
Na reception antennas 202 are arranged with uneven inter-
clement spaces 1in the horizontal direction and the vertical
direction.

The transmission antennas 106 and the reception antennas
202 1n the embodiment are arranged 1n the vertical direction
such that there 1s one or more combinations of the inter-
clement spaces among the N, transmission antennas 106
and the inter-element spaces among the N ,-reception anten-
nas 202 in which the difference between the inter-element
spaces 1s the basic unit d;- of the inter-element spaces 1n the
vertical direction. Moreover, the basic unit d,. of the inter-
clement spaces 1n the vertical direction is set to be less than
1A (Tor example, 0.51). Specifically, the transmission anten-
nas 106 and the reception antennas 202 are arranged in the
vertical direction to include at least one arrangement satis-
tying the following formula (condition B-3).
<Condition B-3>

(inter-element space between transmission antennas
106 in vertical direction)-(inter-element space
between reception antennas 202 1n vertical

direction)|=d ;=0.5A<1A.

Moreover, the transmission antennas 106 and the recep-
tion antennas 202 in the embodiment are arranged in the
horizontal direction such that there 1s one or more combi-
nations of the inter-element spaces among the N, trans-
mission antennas 106 and the inter-element spaces among,
the N,  reception antennas 202 in which the difference
between the inter-element spaces 1s the basic unmit d,, of the
inter-eclement spaces in the horizontal direction. Moreover,
the basic unit d,, of the inter-element spaces 1n the horizontal
direction 1s set to be less than 1A (for example, 0.51).
Specifically, the transmission antennas 106 and the reception
antennas 202 are arranged in the horizontal direction to
include at least one arrangement satisiying the following
formula (condition A-3).
<Condition A-3>

(inter-element space between transmission antennas
106 in horizontal direction)-(inter-element

space between reception antennas 202 1 hori-
zontal direction)|=d0.5A<1A.

Moreover, the arrangement of the transmission antennas
106 and the reception antennas 202 of the variation satisfies
the restriction conditions described in Embodiment 1 except
for A-1 and B-1, that 1s A-2 and B-2.

FI1G. 17 A illustrates an arrangement example of the trans-
mission antennas 106 and the reception antennas 202. FIG.
178 illustrates an arrangement of a virtual reception array
obtained from the antenna arrangement 1illustrated 1n FIG.
17A.

In this example, the number Nt of the transmission
antennas 106 1s four and the number Na of the reception
antennas 202 1s four. Moreover, the four transmission anten-
nas 106 are denoted respectively by Tx#1 to Tx#4, and the
four reception antennas 202 are denoted respectively by
Rx#1 to Rx#4.

In FIG. 17A, the transmission antennas Tx#1 to Tx#4 are
arranged such that one antenna 1s arranged on the right side
of the transmission antenna Tx#1 in the horizontal direction
(L shape turned +90°), the transmission antenna Tx#1 being
a base point and being the top antenna out of three antennas
arranged 1n the vertical direction. Meanwhile, the reception
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antennas Rx#1 to Rx#4 are arranged such that one antenna
1s arranged above the reception antenna Rx#2 1n the vertical
direction, the reception antenna Rx#2 being a base point and
being the middle antenna out of three antennas arranged in
the horizontal direction.

FIG. 17B illustrates the arrangement of the virtual recep-
tion array provided by the antenna arrangement 1llustrated in
FIG. 17A. The arrangement of the virtual reception array
illustrated 1 FIG. 17B has the following characteristics.
(1) Horizontal Direction

Due to horizontal positional relationships among the two
transmission antennas Tx#1 and Tx#4 arranged with an
inter-eclement space 3d,, in the horizontal direction and the
three reception antennas Rx#1, Rx#2, and Rx#3 arranged
with inter-element spaces 4d,, and 2d,, in the horizontal
direction in FIG. 17A, the virtual reception array illustrated
in FIG. 17B includes a virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HILA including six elements arranged on a straight line with
inter-element spaces 4d,, d., d. 3d,, and 2d, 1n the
horizontal direction (VA#1, VA#S, VA#4, VA#9, VA#S, and
VA#12 surrounded by the broken line illustrated in FIG.
17B).

When the horizontal position of VA#1 1s a reference, the
horizontal coordinates (x,, X,, X3, X,, X5, X,) ol the six
clements (VA#1, VA#5, VA#4, VA#9, VA#E, VA#12) form-
ing the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLLA are such
that (X,, X,, X5, X4, X<, Xs)=0, 4d,, 5d,, 6d,, 9d,, 11d,].

The inter-element spaces 1x ,—x ;| (where A and B are each
one of integers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included in the virtual horizontal
linear array antenna HLA are {1, 2, 3,4,5,6,7,9, 11}xd,,.
By using combinations of elements out of the six elements
in the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLA whose
inter-element spaces are {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7}xd,,, the radar
device 10 can be virtually assumed to have an uniform linear
array 1ncluding eight elements arranged with inter-element
spaces ol the basic unit d,; in the horizontal direction, and
perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with high angu-
lar resolution.

Meanwhile, by using combinations whose inter-element
spaces are {1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9, 11}xd,, the radar device 10
can be virtually assumed to have a linear array including 10
clements arranged with inter-element spaces 2d,, which are
twice the basic unit d, in the horizontal direction, and
perform the direction-of-arrival estimation. In this case, in
the radar device 10 assumed to have the linear array includ-
ing 10 elements, the spatial side robe slightly increases but
the aperture length 1s further increased compared to the radar
device 10 assumed to have the uniform linear array includ-
ing eight elements arranged with the inter-element spaces of
the basic unit d,,. Accordingly, the angular resolution can be
improved.

For example, in the case of d,~0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed 1n a wide range
from -90° to +90° 1n the horizontal direction. Moreover,
when the radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival
estimation while being virtually assumed to have the uni-
form linear array including eight elements arranged with the

inter-element spaces of the basic unit d,,, the array aperture
length of the radar device 10 1s 7d,=3.5A, and the beam

width BW thereof 1s thus about 11°. Meanwhile, when the
radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival estimation
while being virtually assumed to have the linear array
including 10 elements arranged with the inter-element space
2d,,, the array aperture length of the radar device 10 1is

11d,./~=5.5A. Accordingly, the beam width BW of the radar
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device 10 1s about 7° and the radar device 10 can achieve
high angular resolution of BW=10° or less.

As described above, 1n the case of d,~0.5A, in FIG. 17A,
the radar device 10 satisfies the condition A-3 which 1s
|(1inter-element space 5d, between Tx#1 and Tx#4 1n hori-
zontal direction)-(nter-element space 4d,, between Rx#1
and Rx#2 1n horizontal direction)l=d,~0.5A<1A. Thus, 1n
FIG. 17B, the arrangement of the virtual reception array 1n
the horizontal direction includes one or more inter-element
spaces which are 1A or smaller (=0.5A) (inter-element space
between VA#5 and VA#4 and inter-element space between
VA#4 and VA#9 1llustrated 1in FIG. 17B). The radar device
10 using the arrangement illustrated 1n FIG. 17A can be
virtually assumed to have a linear array including multiple
clements arranged with inter-element spaces of the basic
unit d,, 1n the horizontal direction and perform the direction-
of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution.

(2) Vertical Direction

Due to vertical positional relationships among the three
transmission antennas Tx#1, Tx#2, and Tx#3 arranged with
inter-element spaces 2d,- and 4d,. in the vertical direction
and the two reception antennas Rx#2 and Rx#4 arranged
with the inter-element space 3d,- in the vertical direction 1n
FIG. 17A, the virtual reception array illustrated 1in FIG. 17B
includes a virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA includ-
ing six elements arranged on a straight line with inter-
clement spaces 4d,, d;, d;, 3d;, and 2d, in the vertical
direction (VA#7, VA#6, VA#15, VA#5, VA#14, and VA#13
surrounded by the broken line illustrated in FIG. 17B).

When the vertical position of VA#/ 1s a reference, the
vertical coordinates (v, V-, Vi, V4, Vs, Vi) 01 the six elements
(VA#], VA#6, VA#15, VA#S, VA#14, VA#13) forming the
virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA are such that (y,,
Y25 Yas Yas ¥ YG):[O: 4an SdVa 6dV: nga lldV]

The mnter-element spaces ly ,—y ;| (where A and B are each
one of itegers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included 1n the virtual vertical linear
array antenna VLA are {1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7,9, 11}xd,. By
using combinations of elements out of the six elements 1n the
virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA whose inter-cle-
ment spaces are {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7}xd,, the radar device 10
can be virtually assumed to have an uniform linear array
including eight elements arranged with inter-element spaces
of the basic unit d,-1n the vertical direction, and perform the
direction-of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution.

Meanwhile, by using combinations whose inter-element
spaces are {1, 2,3,4,5,6,7,9, 11}xd,, the radar device 10
can be virtually assumed to have a linear array including 10
elements arranged with inter-element spaces 2d ;. which are
twice the basic unit d,-1n the vertical direction, and perform
the direction-of-arrival estimation. In this case, in the radar
device 10 assumed to have the linear array including 10
clements, the spatial side robe slightly increases but the
aperture length 1s further increased compared to the radar
device 10 assumed to have the uniform linear array includ-
ing eight elements arranged with the inter-element spaces of
the basic unit d . Accordingly, the angular resolution can be
improved.

For example, in the case of d,=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed 1in a wide range
from -90° to +90° 1n the vertical direction. Moreover, when
the radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival esti-
mation while being virtually assumed to have the uniform
linear array including eight elements arranged with the
inter-element spaces of the basic unit d,, the array aperture

length of the radar device 10 1s 7d;=3.5A and the beam
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width BW thereof 1s thus about 11°. Meanwhile, when the
radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival estimation
while being virtually assumed to have the linear array
including 10 elements arranged with the inter-element
spaces 2d;., the array aperture length of the radar device 10

1s 11d,=35.5A. Accordingly, the beam width BW of the radar
device 10 1s about 7° and the radar device 10 can achieve

high angular resolution of BW=10° or less.
As described above, 1n the case of d,=0.5A, 1n FIG. 17A,

the radar device 10 satisfies the condition B-3 which 1s
|(1inter-element space 4d,- between Tx#2 and Tx#3 1n vertical
direction)-(inter-element space 3d;- between Rx#2 and
Rx#4 1n vertical direction)l=d,~0.5A<1A. Thus, in FIG.
178, the arrangement of the virtual reception array in the
vertical direction includes one or more inter-element spaces
which are 1A or smaller (=0.5A) (inter-element space
between VA#6 and VA#15 and inter-element space between
VA#15 and VA#5 illustrated in FIG. 17B). The radar device
10 using the arrangement 1illustrated in FIG. 17A can be
virtually assumed to have a linear array including multiple
clements arranged with inter-element spaces of the basic
unit d;- 1n the vertical direction and perform the direction-
of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution.

Accordingly, also in the radar device 10 which has the
sub-array antenna configuration 1n both the vertical direction
and the horizontal direction, the aperture lengths of the
virtual reception array in the vertical direction and the
horizontal direction can be increased as much as possible.
Accordingly, 1t 1s possible to improve the angular resolution
of the radar device 10 with few antennas by using this virtual
reception array and thereby reduce the size and cost of the
radar device 10.

(Vanation 4 of Embodiment 2)

The antenna arrangement of the MIMO radar described 1n
Variation 3 can be applied as long as the vertical and
horizontal sizes of a sub-arrayed antenna element which 1s
formed by stacking antenna elements in the vertical and
horizontal directions are smaller than 2d;- and 2d,,, respec-
tively.

Meanwhile, 1n the radar device 10, when the vertical and
horizontal sizes of a sub-arrayed antenna element which 1s
formed by stacking antenna elements in the vertical and
horizontal directions are larger than 2d,;- and 2d,,, respec-
tively, for example, when a sub-arrayed antenna element 1s
formed by stacking three antenna elements 1 each of the
vertical direction and the horizontal direction as illustrated
in FIG. 19 1s used, the antenna arrangement to be described
below can be used. Description 1s given below of an antenna
arrangement example applicable as long as the vertical size
of a sub-arrayed antenna eclement which 1s formed by
stacking antenna elements in the vertical direction 1s smaller
than 3d;- and the horizontal size of the sub-arrayed antenna
clement 1s formed by stacking the antenna elements 1n the
horizontal direction 1s smaller than 3d,,.

FIG. 20A 1llustrates an arrangement example of the trans-
mission antennas 106 and the reception antennas 202. FIG.
20B 1illustrates an arrangement of a virtual reception array
obtained from the antenna arrangement 1llustrated in FIG.
20A.

In this example, the number Nt of the transmission
antennas 106 1s four and the number Na of the reception
antennas 202 1s four. Moreover, the four transmission anten-
nas 106 are denoted respectively by Tx#1 to Tx#4, and the
four reception antennas 202 are denoted respectively by
Rx#1 to Rx#4.

In FIG. 20A, the transmission antennas Tx#1 to Tx#4 are
arranged 1n a pattern in which one antenna 1s arranged on the
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right side of the transmission antenna Tx#1 1n the horizontal
direction with an inter-element space smaller than inter-
clement spaces in the vertical direction (L. shape turned
—180°), the transmission antenna Tx#1 being a base point
and being the top antenna out of three antennas arranged 1n
the vertical direction. Meanwhile, the reception antennas
Rx#1 to Rx#4 are arranged such that one antenna 1s arranged
above the reception antenna Rx#3 1n the vertical direction
with an inter-element space smaller than inter-element
spaces 1n the horizontal direction (L shape turned —90°), the
reception antenna Rx#3 being a base point and being the
rightmost antenna out of three antennas arranged in the
horizontal direction.

The arrangement of the virtual reception array 1illustrated
in FIG. 20B and provided by the antenna arrangement
illustrated 1n FIG. 20A has the following characteristics.
(1) Horizontal Direction

Horizontal positional relationships among the two trans-
mission antennas Tx#1 and Tx#4 arranged with an inter-
clement space 3d,, in the horizontal direction and the three
reception antennas Rx#1, Rx#2, and Rx#3 arranged with
inter-element spaces 4d,, and 5d., in the horizontal direction
in FIG. 20A satisty the condition A-3 and, due to this
positional relationship, the virtual reception array illustrated
in FIG. 20B includes a virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HLA including six elements arranged on a straight line with

inter-eclement spaces 3d,, d,, 3d,, 2d,, and 3d, in the
horizontal direction (VA#1, VA#4, VA#5, VA#8, VA#9, and

VA#12 surrounded by the broken line illustrated in FIG.
20B).

When the horizontal position of VA#1 1s a reference, the
horizontal coordinates (x,, X,, X5, X,, X5, X) ol the six
clements (VA#1, VA#4, VA#5, VA#S, VA#9, VA#12) lorm-
ing the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLLA are such
that (x,, X,, X5, X4, X5, X,)=[0, 3d,,, 4d,,, 7d,,, 9d,,, 12d,,].

The inter-element spaces 1x ,—x;| (where A and B are each
one of itegers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included in the virtual horizontal
linear array antenna HLA are {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,
12}xd,,. By using combinations of elements out of the six
clements 1n the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLLA
whose inter-element spaces are {1,2,3,4,5,6,7, 8, 9}xd,,
the radar device 10 can be virtually assumed to have an
uniform linear array including 10 elements arranged with the
inter-element spaces of the basic unit d,, 1n the horizontal
direction, and perform the direction-of-arrival estimation
with high angular resolution.

Meanwhile, by using combinations whose inter-element
spaces are {1, 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 12}xd,,, the radar device
10 can be virtually assumed to have a linear array including
11 elements arranged with an inter-element space 3d,, which
1s three times the basic unit d,; in the horizontal direction,
and perform the direction-of-arrival estimation. In this case,
in the radar device 10 assumed to have the linear array
including 11 elements, the spatial side robe slightly
increases but the aperture length 1s further increased com-
pared to the radar device 10 assumed to have the uniform
linear array including 10 elements arranged with the inter-
clement spaces of the basic unit d,,. Accordingly, the angular
resolution can be improved.

For example, 1n the case of d,=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed in a wide range
from -90° to +90° 1n the horizontal direction. Moreover,
when the radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival
estimation while being virtually assumed to have the uni-
form linear array including 10 elements arranged with the

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

40

inter-eclement spaces of the basic unit d,,, the array aperture
length of the radar device 10 1s 9d,,=4.5A. Accordingly, the
beam width BW of the radar device 10 1s about 9° and the
radar device 10 can achieve high angular resolution of
BW=10° or less. Meanwhile, when the radar device 10
performs the direction-of-arrival estimation while being
virtually assumed to have the linear array including 11
clements arranged with the inter-element space 3d,, the
array aperture length of the radar device 10 1s 12d,=6A.
Accordingly, the beam width BW of the radar device 10 1s
about 7° and the radar device 10 can achieve high angular
resolution of BW=10° or less.

(2) Vertical Direction

Vertical positional relationships among the three trans-
mission antennas Tx#1, Tx#2, and Tx#3 arranged with
inter-element spaces 4d,. and 5d ;. 1n the vertical direction
and the two reception antennas Rx#3 and Rx#4 arranged
with an inter-element space 3d;- in the vertical direction in
FIG. 20A satisty the condition B-3 and, due to this positional
relationship, the virtual reception array illustrated in FIG.
20B 1includes a virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA
including six elements arranged on a straight line waith
inter-element spaces 3d,, 2d,., 3d,. d,, and 3d,. in the
vertical direction (VA#11, VA#15, VA#10, VA#14, VA#9,
and VA#13 surrounded by the broken line 1llustrated 1n FIG.
20B).

When the vertical position of VA#11 1s a reference, the
vertical coordinates (v, V-, V1, V4, Vs, V) Of the six elements
(VA#11, VA#15, VA#10, VA#14, VA#9, VA#13) forming
the virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA are such that
(Y15 Y25 Y35 Yas ¥ss Y6)=10, 3dy, 5dy, 8dy, 9dyp, 12d,].

The inter-element spaces |y ,—yz| (where A and B are each
one of integers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included 1n the virtual vertical linear
array antenna VLA are {1, 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 12}xd,. By
using combinations of elements out of the six elements 1n the
virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA whose inter-cle-
ment spaces are {1, 2,3, 4, 5,6, 7, 8, 9} xd,, the radar device
10 can be virtually assumed to have an uniform linear array
including 10 elements arranged with inter-element spaces of
the basic umt d,- in the vertical direction, and perform the
direction-of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution.

Meanwhile, by using combinations whose inter-element
spaces are {1, 2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9, 12}xd,, the radar device
10 can be virtually assumed to have a linear array including
11 elements arranged with an inter-element space 3d,- which
1s three times the basic unit d . in the vertical direction, and
perform the direction-of-arrival estimation. In this case, in
the radar device 10 assumed to have the linear array includ-
ing 11 elements, the spatial side robe slightly increases but
the aperture length 1s further increased compared the radar
device 10 assumed to have to the uniform linear array
including 10 elements arranged with the inter-element
spaces of the basic unit d,. Accordingly, the angular reso-
lution can be improved.

For example, in the case of d,=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed 1n a wide range
from -90° to +90° 1n the vertical direction. Moreover, when
the radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival esti-
mation while being virtually assumed to have the uniform
linear array including 10 elements arranged with the inter-
element spaces of the basic unit d,,, the array aperture length
of the radar device 10 1s 9d,=4.5A. Accordingly, the beam
width BW of the radar device 10 1s about 9° and the radar
device 10 can achieve high angular resolution of BW=10° or
less. Meanwhile, when the radar device 10 performs the
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direction-of-arrival estimation while being virtually
assumed to have the linear array including 11 elements
arranged with the inter-element space 3d,, the array aperture
length of the radar device 10 1s 12d,=6A. Accordingly, the
beam width BW of the radar device 10 1s about 7° and the

radar device 10 can achieve high angular resolution of
BW=10° or less.
(Vaniation 5 of Embodiment 2)

When high angular resolution of about 10° 1s unnecessary
in Embodiment 2 as the angular resolution in the horizontal
direction or the vertical direction, the radar device 10 may
include three transmission antennas 106 or three reception
antennas 202.

Description 1s given below of an example in which no
high angular resolution 1s required as the angular resolution
in the vertical direction and the radar device 10 includes
three transmission antennas 106 and four reception antennas

202.

Moreover, there 1s used a MIMO array arrangement in
which the size of the array element 1s one wavelength (1A)
or more 1n the vertical and horizontal directions due to
stacking of the antenna elements 1n the vertical and hori-
zontal directions.

FIG. 21 A illustrates an arrangement example of the trans-
mission antennas 106 and the reception antennas 202. FIG.
21B 1illustrates an arrangement of a virtual reception array
obtained from the antenna arrangement 1illustrated 1n FIG.
21A.

In FIG. 21A, the three transmission antennas 106 are
denoted respectively by Tx#1 to Tx#3, and the four recep-
tion antennas 202 are denoted respectively by Rx#1 to Rx#4.
In FIG. 21A, the transmission antennas Tx#1 to Tx#3 are
arranged 1n a pattern in which one antenna 1s arranged on the
right side of the transmission antenna Tx#1 1n the horizontal
direction with an inter-element space larger than an inter-
clement space 1n the vertical direction (L shape turned +90°),
the transmission antenna Tx#1 being a base point and being,
the top antenna out of two antennas arranged 1n the vertical
direction. Meanwhile, the reception antennas Rx#1 to Rx#4
are arranged such that one antenna 1s arranged above the
reception antenna Rx#2 1n the vertical direction with an
inter-element space smaller than inter-element spaces 1n the
horizontal direction (T-shape turned 180°), the reception
antenna Rx#2 being a base point and being the muiddle
antenna out of three antennas arranged in the horizontal
direction.

Moreover, the arrangement of the transmission antennas
106 and the reception antennas 202 1n this variation satisfies
the restriction conditions described in Embodiment 1 except
for A-1 and B-1, that 1s A-2 and B-2.

The arrangement of the virtual reception array illustrated
in FIG. 21B and provided by the antenna arrangement
illustrated 1n FIG. 21A has the following characteristics.
(1) Hornizontal Direction

Horizontal positional relationships among the two trans-
mission antennas Tx#1 and Tx#3 arranged with an inter-
clement space 5d,; in the horizontal direction and the three
reception antennas Rx#1, Rx#2, and Rx#3 arranged with
inter-element spaces 4d,, and 2d,, in the horizontal direction
in FIG. 21A satisty the condition A-3 and, due to this
positional relationship, the virtual reception array illustrated
in FI1G. 21B includes a virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HILA including six elements arranged on a straight line with

inter-element spaces 4d., d., d. 3d, and 2d, in the
horizontal direction (VA#1, VA#4, VA#H3, VA#7, VA#6, and

VA#9 surrounded by the broken line 1llustrated 1n FIG. 21B).
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When the horizontal position of VA#1 1s a reference, the
horizontal coordinates (X,, X,, X5, X4, X5, X) Ol the six
clements (VA#]1, VA#4, VA#3, VA#], VA#6, VA#9) forming
the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLLA are such that
(X, X-, X5, X4, Xz, Xs)=[0, 4d,,, 5d,, 6d,,, 9d., 11d,].

The inter-element spaces X ,—x ;| (where A and B are each
one of integers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements icluded in the virtual horizontal
linear array antenna HLA are {1, 2,3, 4,5, 6,7, 9, 11}xd,,.
By using combinations of elements out of the six elements
in the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLLA whose
inter-element spaces are {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7}xd,,, the radar
device 10 can be virtually assumed to have an uniform linear
array including eight elements arranged with the inter-
clement spaces of the basic unit d,, in the horizontal direc-
tion, and perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with
high angular resolution.

Meanwhile, by using combinations whose 1nter-element
spaces are {1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9, 11}xd,, the radar device 10
can be virtually assumed to have a linear array including 10
elements arranged with inter-element spaces 2d,, which are
twice the basic unit d, in the honizontal direction, and
perform the direction-of-arrival estimation. In this case, in
the radar device 10 assumed to have the linear array includ-
ing 10 elements, the spatial side robe slightly increases but
the aperture length 1s further increased compared to the radar
device 10 assumed to have the uniform linear array includ-
ing eight elements arranged with the inter-element spaces of
the basic unit d,,. Accordingly, the angular resolution can be
improved.

For example, in the case of d,=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed 1n a wide range
from -90° to +90° 1n the horizontal direction. Moreover,
when the radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival
estimation while being virtually assumed to have the uni-
form linear array including eight elements arranged with the
inter-element spaces of the basic unit d,,, the array aperture
length of the radar device 10 1s 7d,=3.5A, and the beam
width BW thereof 1s thus about 11°. Meanwhile, when the
radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival estimation
while being virtually assumed to have the linear array
including 10 elements arranged with the inter-element
spaces 2d., the array aperture length of the radar device 10
1s 11d,.,=5.5A. Accordingly, the beam width BW of the radar
device 10 1s about 7° and the radar device 10 can achieve
high angular resolution of BW=10° or less.

(2) Vertical Direction

Vertical positional relationships among the two transmis-
sion antennas Tx#1 and Tx#2 arranged with an inter-element
space 2d;- 1n the vertical direction and the two reception
antennas Rx#2 and Rx#4 arranged with an inter-element
space 3d;- 1n the vertical direction 1n FIG. 21 A satisty the
condition B-3 and, due to this positional relationship, the
virtual reception array illustrated i FIG. 21B includes a
virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA including four
clements arranged on a straight line with inter-element
spaces 2d,, d;, and 2d, in the vertical direction (VA#3,
VA#4, VA#11, and VA#10 surrounded by the broken line
illustrated in FIG. 21B).

When the vertical position of VA#5 i1s a reference, the
vertical coordinates (v, v,, Vi, v4) of the four elements
(VA#S5, VA#H4, VA#11, VA#10) forming the virtual vertical
linear array antenna VLA are such that (y,, v,, v3, v.)=[0,
2d;, 3d,, 5d;].

The 1nter-element spaces |y ,—yz| (where A and B are each
one of integers from one to four, and A=B) each between any
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two different elements included 1n the virtual vertical linear
array antenna VLA are {1, 2, 3, 5}xd,. By using combina-
tions of elements out of the four elements in the virtual
vertical linear array antenna VLA whose inter-element
spaces are {1, 2, 3}xd,. the radar device 10 can be virtually
assumed to have an unmiform linear array including four
clements arranged with inter-element spaces of the basic
unit d,- in the vertical direction, and perform the direction-
of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution.

Meanwhile, by using combinations whose inter-element
spaces are {1, 2, 3, 5}xd,, the radar device 10 can be
virtually assumed to have a linear array including five
clements arranged with an inter-element space 2d,- which 1s
twice the basic unit d, in the vertical direction, and perform
the direction-of-arrival estimation. In this case, in the radar
device 10 assumed to have the linear array including five
clements, the spatial side robe slightly increases but the
aperture length 1s further increased compared to the radar
device 10 assumed to have the uniform linear array includ-
ing four elements arranged with the inter-element spaces of
the basic unit d,.. Accordingly, the angular resolution can be
improved.

For example, in the case of d ,=0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed in a wide range
from -90° to +90° 1n the vertical direction. Moreover, when
the radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival esti-
mation while being virtually assumed to have the linear
array including five elements arranged with the inter-ele-
ment space 2d,, the array aperture length of the radar device

10 1s 5d,=2.5\, and the beam width BW thereof 1s thus
about 16°.
(Vaniation 6 of Embodiment 2)

In Embodiment 2, a radar device 10 using five or more
reception antennas 202 may include three transmission
antennas 106. Alternatively, a radar device 10 using five or
more transmission antennas 106 may include three reception
antennas 202.

Description 1s given below of an example of the radar
device 10 which includes three transmission antennas 106
and five reception antennas 202.

Moreover, there 1s used a MIMO array arrangement in
which the size of the array element 1s about one wavelength
(1A) 1n the vertical and horizontal directions due to stacking
of the antenna elements 1n the vertical and horizontal
directions.

FIG. 22 A illustrates an arrangement example of the trans-
mission antennas 106 and the reception antennas 202. FIG.
22B illustrates an arrangement of a virtual reception array
obtained from the antenna arrangement illustrated 1 FIG.
22A.

In FIG. 22A, the three transmission antennas 106 are
denoted respectively by Tx#1 to Tx#3, and the five reception
antennas 202 are denoted respectively by Rx#1 to Rx#5. In
FIG. 22A, the transmission antennas Tx#1 to Tx#3 are
arranged 1n a pattern in which one antenna 1s arranged on the
right side of the transmission antenna Tx#1 1n the horizontal
direction (L shape turned +90°), the transmission antenna
Tx#1 being the base point and being the top antenna out of
two antennas arranged 1n the vertical direction. Meanwhile,
the reception antennas Rx#1 to Rx#5 are arranged such that
one antenna 1s arranged on each of the upper and lower sides
of the reception antenna Rx#3 in the vertical direction, the
reception antenna Rx#3 being a base point and being the
middle antenna out of three antennas arranged in the hori-
zontal direction (cross shape). Note that the arrangement of
the reception antennas Rx#1 to Rx#35 are not limited to the
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cross arrangement, and may be a L-shaped arrangement or
a T-shaped arrangement (see, for example, FIGS. 24 A to 24F
to be described later).

Moreover, the arrangement of the transmission antennas
106 and the reception antennas 202 1n this variation satisfies
the restriction conditions described in Embodiment 1 except
for A-1 and B-1, that 1s A-2 and B-2.

The arrangement of the virtual reception array illustrated
in FIG. 22B and provided by the antenna arrangement
illustrated 1n FIG. 22A has the following characteristics.
(1) Horizontal Direction

Horizontal positional relationships among the two trans-
mission antennas Tx#1 and Tx#3 arranged with an inter-
element space 5d,, in the horizontal direction and the three
reception antennas Rx#2, Rx#3, and Rx#4 arranged with
inter-element spaces 4d,, and 2d,, in the horizontal direction
in FIG. 22A satisty the condition A-3 and, due to this
positional relationship, the virtual reception array illustrated
in FIG. 22B includes a virtual horizontal linear array antenna
HILA including six elements arranged on a straight line with
inter-element spaces 4d,,, d,, d,, 3d,, and 2d,, in the
horizontal direction (VA#4, VA#], VA#6, VA#10, VA#9,
and VA#12 surrounded by the broken line 1llustrated 1n FIG.
22B).

When the horizontal position of VA#4 1s a reference, the
horizontal coordinates (x,, X,, X3, X4, Xs, Xs) Of the six
clements (VA#4, VA#7, VA#6, VA#10, VA#HO, VA#12) form-
ing the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLLA are such
that (X,, X,, X5, X4, X5, Xs)=[0, 4d,, 5d,, 6d,, 9d,, 11d,].

The 1nter-element spaces 1x ,—x ;| (where A and B are each
one of 1ntegers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included in the virtual horizontal
linear array antenna HLA are {1, 2, 3,4,5,6,7,9, 11}xd,,.
By using combinations of elements out of the six elements
in the virtual horizontal linear array antenna HLLA whose
inter-element spaces are {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7}xd,,, the radar
device 10 can be virtually assumed to have an uniform linear
array 1ncluding eight elements arranged with the inter-
clement spaces of the basic unit d,; in the horizontal direc-
tion, and perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with
high angular resolution.

Meanwhile, by using combinations whose inter-element
spaces are {1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9, 11}xd,, the radar device 10
can be virtually assumed to have a linear array including 10
clements arranged with inter-element spaces 2d,, which are
twice the basic unit d, in the horizontal direction, and
perform the direction-of-arrival estimation. In this case, in
the radar device 10 assumed to have the linear array includ-
ing 10 elements, the spatial side robe slightly increases but
the aperture length 1s further increased compared to the radar
device 10 assumed to have the uniform linear array includ-
ing eight elements arranged with the iter-element spaces of
the basic unit d,,. Accordingly, the angular resolution can be
improved.

For example, 1n the case of d.~0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed 1n a wide range
from -90° to +90° 1n the horizontal direction. Moreover,
when the radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival
estimation while being virtually assumed to have the uni-
form linear array including eight elements arranged with the

inter-element spaces of the basic unit d,,, the array aperture
length of the radar device 10 1s 7d,=3.5A, and the beam

width BW thereot 1s thus about 11°. Meanwhile, when the
radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival estimation
while being virtually assumed to have the linear array
including 10 elements arranged with the inter-element
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spaces 2d., the array aperture length of the radar device 10
1s 11d,,=5.5A. Accordingly, the beam width BW thereot 1s

about 7° and the radar device 10 can achieve high angular
resolution of BW=10° or less.
(2) Vertical Direction

Vertical positional relationships among the two transmis-
sion antennas Tx#1 and Tx#2 arranged with an inter-element
space 5d,- 1in the vertical direction and the three reception
antennas Rx#1, Rx#3, and Rx#5 arranged with inter-element
spaces 2d,- and 4d;. 1in the vertical direction 1n FIG. 22A
satisty the condition B-3 and, due to this positional rela-
tionship, the virtual reception array illustrated 1in FIG. 22B
includes a virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA includ-
ing six elements arranged on a straight line with inter-

clement spaces 2d,, 3d,, d;, d;, and 4d, in the vertical

direction (VA#2, VA#8, VA#1, VA#14, VA#], and VA#13
surrounded by the broken line illustrated 1n FIG. 22B).
When the vertical position of VA#2 1s a reference, the

vertical coordinates (v, V-, Vi, V4, Vs, Vi) Of the si1x elements
(VA#2, VA#HS, VA#1, VA#14, VA#T7, VA#13) forming the

virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA are such that (y,,
Vas Y35 Yar Vs ¥Y6)—10s 2dys 5dy, 6dy, 7dp, 11dy].

The inter-element spaces ly ,—vz| (where A and B are each
one of 1mtegers from one to six, and A=B) each between any
two different elements included 1n the virtual vertical linear
array antenna VLA are {1, 2, 3,4, 5,6, 7,9, 11}xd,. By
using combinations of elements out of the si1x elements in the
virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA whose inter-cle-
ment spaces are {1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7}xd,, the radar device 10
can be virtually assumed to have an uniform linear array
including eight elements arranged with inter-element spaces
of the basic unit d,. 1n the vertical direction, and perform the
direction-of-arrival estimation with high angular resolution.

Meanwhile, by using combinations whose inter-element
spaces are {1,2,3,4,5,6,7,9, 11}xd,, the radar device 10
can be virtually assumed to have a linear array including 10
clements arranged with inter-element spaces of the basic
unit d,- and inter-element spaces 2d;- which are twice the
basic unit d, in the vertical direction, and perform the
direction-of-arrival estimation. In this case, in the radar
device 10 assumed to have the linear array including 10
clements, the spatial side robe slightly increases but the
aperture length 1s further increased compared to the radar
device 10 assumed to have the uniform linear array includ-
ing eight elements arranged with the mter-element spaces of
the basic unit d,. Accordingly, the main beam becomes
sharper and the angular resolution can be 1mproved.

For example, in the case of d =0.5A, the radar device 10
can perform the direction-of-arrival estimation with the
generation of grating lobes being suppressed in a wide range
from —-90° to +90° 1n the vertical direction. Moreover, when
the radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival esti-
mation while being virtually assumed to have the uniform
linear array including eight elements arranged with the
inter-element spaces of the basic unit d,, the array aperture
length of the radar device 10 1s 7d;=3.35A, and the beam
width BW thereof 1s thus about 11°. Meanwhile, when the
radar device 10 performs the direction-of-arrival estimation
while being wvirtually assumed to have the linear array
including 10 elements arranged with the inter-element

spaces 2d;., the array aperture length of the radar device 10
1s 11d,=5.5A. Accordingly, the beam width BW of the radar

device 10 1s about 7° and the radar device 10 can achieve
high angular resolution of BW=10° or less.

The embodiments of one aspect of the present disclosure
have been described above.
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Operations 1n the embodiments and variations described
above can be carried out while being combined with one
another as appropriate.

Other Embodiments

(1) The antenna arrangements of the radar device 10
including four transmission antennas 106 and four reception
antennas 202 are not limited to the antenna arrangements
illustrated 1n FIGS. 7A, 9A, 13A, and 15A to 20A.

For example, the antenna arrangement may be a combi-
nation of the arrangement of the transmission antennas 106
and the arrangement of the reception antennas 202 which are
cach any of L-shaped and T-shaped arrangements. This can
maximize the aperture surface formed by the virtual recep-
tion array extending in the vertical direction and the hori-
zontal direction, as in the embodiments described above.
Moreover, the arrangement of the transmission antennas 106
and the arrangement of the reception antennas 202 may each
be an arrangement of an L-shape or a T-shape flipped
vertically or horizontally.

FIGS. 23A to 23F illustrate examples of the antenna
arrangements for four transmission antennas 106 1n each of
which two transmission antennas 106 are arranged in the
horizontal direction and three transmission antennas 106 are
arranged 1n the vertical direction and from which the equiva-
lent eflects can be obtained. As illustrated in FIGS. 23 A and
23F, the arrangement may be an L-shaped arrangement
(FIG. 23C), an arrangement of an L-shape flipped vertically
(F1G. 23A), an arrangement of an L-shape turned 180° (FIG.
23D), an arrangement of an L-shape thpped horizontally
(F1G. 23F), an arrangement of a T-shape turn +90° (FIG.
23E), or an arrangement of a T-shape turned -90° (FIG.
23B).

Moreover, the number of the transmission antennas 106 1s
not limited to four. Stmilar effects can be obtained when
inter-element spaces ¢ and p among three of the transmis-
s1on antennas 106 which are 1llustrated in each of FIGS. 23 A
to 23F and which are arranged on a straight line in the
vertical direction are replaced with each other. Specifically,
similar eflects can be obtained when the inter-element space
ad,- between the element #1 and the element #2 and the
inter-eclement space [d;- between the element #2 and the
clement #3 are replaced such that the inter-eclement space
between the element #1 and the element #2 1s 3d,- and the
inter-element space between the element #2 and the element
#3 1s ad,.

FIGS. 24A to 24F illustrate examples of the antenna
arrangements for four reception antennas 202 in each of
which three reception antennas 202 are arranged in the
horizontal direction and two reception antennas 202 are
arranged 1n the vertical direction and from which the equiva-
lent effects can be obtained. As illustrated 1n FIGS. 24 A and
24F, the arrangement may be an L-shaped arrangement
(FIG. 24B), an arrangement of an L-shape flipped horizon-
tally (FIG. 24C), an arrangement of an L-shape flipped
vertically (FIG. 24E), an arrangement of an L-shape turned
180° (FIG. 24F), a 'T-shaped arrangement (FI1G. 24D), or an
arrangement ol a T-shape flipped vertically (FIG. 24A).

Moreover, the number of the reception antennas 202 1s not
limited to four. Similar effects can be obtained when inter-
clement spaces a and {3 among three of the reception
antennas 202 which are illustrated in each of FIGS. 24A to
24F and which are arranged on a straight line in the
horizontal direction are replaced with each other. Specifi-
cally, similar effects can be obtained when the inter-element
space ad,, between the element #1 and the element #2 and
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the inter-element space [d,; between the element #2 and the
element #3 are replaced such that the inter-element space
between the element #1 and the element #2 is Bd,, and the
inter-element space between the element #2 and the element
#3 1s ad,,.

In the radar device 10 1n which the arrangement of the
transmission antennas 106 1s set to any of the arrangements
of FIGS. 23A to 23F and the arrangement of the reception
antennas 202 1s set to any of the arrangements of the FIGS.
24 A to 24F, the effects similar to those 1n the embodiments
described above can be obtained. Moreover, also 1n the radar
device 10 1n which the arrangement of the transmission
antennas 106 1s set to any of the arrangements of the
reception antennas 202 of FIGS. 24A to 24F and the
arrangement of the reception antennas 202 1s set to any of
the arrangements of the transmission antennas 106 of the
FIGS. 23A to 23F, the effects similar to those 1n the
embodiments described above can be obtained.

(2) In the embodiments described above, description 1s
given of the case where a coded pulse radar 1s used.
However, the present disclosure can be applied also to a
radar method using pulse waves subjected to frequency
modulation such as 1mn a chirp pulse radar.

(3) In the radar device 10 1llustrated 1n FIG. 3, the radar
transmitter 100 and the radar receiver 200 can be arranged
at separate positions physically located away from each
other.

(4) For example, the radar device 10 includes, although
not 1llustrated, a central processing unit (CPU), a storage
medium such as a read only memory (ROM) storing control
programs, and a work memory such as a random access
memory (RAM). In this case the functions of the units
described above are implemented by the CPU executing the
control programs. Note that the hardware configuration of
the radar device 10 1s not limited to the example described
above. For example, the function units of the radar device 10
can be mmplemented as an integrated circuit (IC). The
function units can be each separately implemented on one
chip. Alternatively, some or all of the function units can be
implemented on one chip.

(5) In the embodiments described above, the direction
estimator 214 performs the direction estimation processing
in the horizontal direction by forming the virtual horizontal
linear array antenna HLLA based on the inter-element spaces
each between any two different elements 1n the horizontal
direction. Moreover, the direction estimator 214 performs
the direction estimation processing 1n the vertical direction
by forming the virtual vertical linear array antenna VLA
based on the inter-element spaces each between any two
different elements 1n the vertical direction.

However, the direction estimation processing 1s not lim-
ited to that described above. The two-dimensional direction
estimation processing can be performed by forming an array
antenna (hereafter, referred to as virtual surface-arranged
array antenna) virtually surface-arranged based on the inter-
element spaces 1n the horizontal and vertical directions.

FIG. 25 1s a diagram illustrating another configuration of
the direction estimator.

Description 1s given below of operations of a direction
estimator 250 1llustrated 1n FIG. 25.

As 1n the embodiments described above, the direction
estimator 250 illustrated mm FIG. 25 receives the virtual
reception array correlation vector h(k, fs, w) obtained by
performing processing 1n the Na antenna system processors
201, and includes a direction vector storage 251, a correla-
tion vector generator 252, and an evaluation function cal-
culator 253.
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FIG. 26 1s a view 1llustrating a three-dimensional coor-
dinate system used for the description of the operations of
the direction estimator 250. First, in FIG. 26, the position
vector of a physical target P, based on the original point O
1s defined as rp.

The azimuth angle 0 1s defined as an angle between a
straight line O-P,' and the Z-axis, where PT i1s a projection
point at which a position vector r . of the physical target P
1s projected on an XZ plane (when the X coordinate of the
physical target P, 1s a positive value, 0>0). The elevation
angle @ 1s defined as an angle of a line connecting the
physical target P, the original point O, and the projection
point P on a plane including the physical target P, the
original point O, and the projection point P’ (when the Y
coordinate of the physical target P-1s a positive value, ©>0).
Note that description 1s given below of an example 1n which
the transmission antennas 106 and the reception antennas
202 are arranged on a XY plane.

The position vector of the n _-th element i the virtual
reception array based on the original point O 1s referred to
as Sn__. In this case, n =1, NtxNa.

In this case, the position vector S, of the first element 1n
the virtual reception array 1s determined based on a posi-
tional relationship between the physical position of the first
reception antenna 202-1 and the original point O. The other
position vectors S5, . . ., Sn__ are determined based on the
position vector S, of the first element 1n the virtual reception
array while maintaining the relative arrangement of the
virtual reception array determined from the inter-element
spaces among the transmission antennas 106 and the recep-
fion antennas 202 existing in the XY plane. Note that the
original point O may match the physical position of the first
reception antenna 202-1.

When the radar receiver 200 receives a reflected wave
from the physical target P existing in a far field, a phase
difference d (r»,, 2, 1) of a reception signal at the second
element of the virtual reception array from a reception signal
at the first element 1s expressed by the formula (15). In this
case, <X, y> 1s an 1ner product operator of a vector X and
a vector y:

(15)

d(rpr,2, 1) =
2m {—tpr, (52 —81)) 2m| tpr 2r | tpr
- . ( (s - 81)> _ ( D, 1)>.
A ltp7| A t|rprl A \lrprl

Moreover, the position vector of the second element of the
virtual reception array based on the position vector of the
first element 1s expressed as an inter-element vector D(2, 1)

in the formula (16):

D(2,1)=S .S, (16).

Similarly, when the radar receiver 200 receives the
reflected wave from the physical target P existing in the far
field, a phase difference d(rp,, n, ”, n, ) of a reception
signal at the n,_‘“-th element of the virtual reception array
from a reception signal at the n,,_“’-th element is expressed
by the formula (17). In this case, n, ’=1, . . . , NtxNa,

n, “=NtxNa:

Tpr (17)

2
d(rpr, 1, 1) = {25, D(RG, n)))

rp7|’

Moreover, the position vector of the n,_”-th element of
the virtual reception array based on the position vector of the
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n, “’-th element is expressed as an inter-element vector

b5

(n, “, n__) in the formula (18).

D(n, n}) =8 » =S ¢ (18)

Flyey Py

As depicted 1n formulae (17) and (18), the phase differ-
ence d(r, n, , n ) of the reception signal at the n,_‘"-th
element of the virtual reception array from the reception
signal at the n, “’-th element depends on the inter-element
vector D(n,_”, n__“”) and an unit vector (r,,/Ir,/) indicat-
ing the direction 1n which the physical target P exists 1n the
far field.

Moreover, when the elements of the virtual reception
array exist on the same plane, the inter-element vector
D(n, ', n, ") exists on the same plane. The direction
estimator 250 forms the virtual surface-arranged array
antenna by using all or some of such inter-element vectors
while assuming that elements virtually exist at positions
indicated by the inter-element vectors, and performs the
two-dimensional direction estimation processing.

Note that, when virtual elements are arranged to overlap
one another, one of the overlapping elements 1s fixedly
selected 1n advance. Alternatively, averaging processing can
be performed by using reception signals at all or some of the
virtual elements overlapping one another.

Description 1s given below of two-dimensional direction
estimation processing using the beamformer method 1n the
case where the virtual surface-arranged array antenna 1is
formed by using Nq inter-element vector groups.

In this case, the ng-th inter-element vector forming the
virtnal surface-arranged array antenna 1s expressed as

DD, 40000 s Dyacney. ). In this case, ng=1, . . ., N_.

The correlation vector generator 252 generates a virtual
surface-arranged array antenna correlation vector hy,(k, s,
w) depicted 1n the formula (19) by using h,(k, fs, w), . . .,
h,, ...(K, s, w) which are elements of the virtual reception

array correlation vector h (k, fs, w):

—after_cal

19
h [k, fs, W)h$(r) (k, s, w) (19)
"ya(l) "ya(1)
h [k, fs, W)h* 4 (k, s, w)
ok fs, w)=| o)

”m(z)

[k, fs, w]h*(,,.) [k, fs, w]
Hva(Nq) nva(Nq}

The direction vector storage 251 stores a virtual surface-

arranged array direction vector a,(0u, ©v) depicted by the
formula (20).

(20)

.QH TPT(Q'H? ‘;bv) (1) (¥) >H1 ]
D
ox2{i T o por D 0]}

ex {2_H< rPT(Qu: ‘;?-51?)
U2 Iepr (s 01

ox {2H< TPT(QH: f;bv) D
PVt 6 g1

D(nfj@),, nq(;?(z)) >f

d 4 (Qu: ‘;ﬁ’v) —

(nﬂ(z(ﬁ*’q) » nﬁ(f?(ﬁ*’q) ) >} d

Relationships among the azimuth angle 9, the elevation
angle @, and the unit vector (r,,/Ir41) 1ndicating the direc-
tion of the physical target P, in the case where the virtual
reception array exists i the XY plane are expressed by the
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formula (21). The evaluation function calculator 253 thus
calculates r,,/Ir,| by using the formula (21) for each of the
angular directions Ou and ®v used to calculate a two-
dimensional spatial profile 1n the vertical and horizontal
directions.

(21)

[tpr (B, ) B SIng

cosfl,cosg,

I'py (Gu: ‘;bv) [ 511’181{‘30591"1; ]

The evaluation function calculator 253 performs the two-
dimensional direction estimation processing in the horizon-
tal and vertical directions by using the virtnal surface-
arranged array antenna correlation vector and the virtual
surface-arranged array direction vector.

In the two-dimensional direction estimation processing
using the beamformer method, the two-dimensional spatial
profile in the vertical and horizontal directions are calculated
from the virtual surface-arranged array antenna correlation
vector hy,.(k, fs, w) and the virtual surface-arranged array
direction vector ay,(0u, ©v), by using the two-dimensional
direction estimation evaluation function depicted in the
formula (22), and the azimuth angle and the elevation angle
at which the two-dimensional spatial profile takes the largest
value are set as a direction-of-arrival estimation value.

P..(0 ¢ kfs,w)=lay.(0., 8, )7h,.(k fs,w)l> (22)

Note that the radar receiver 200 can use methods other
than the beamformer method. For example, a high-resolu-
tion direction-of-arrival estimation algorithm such as the
Capon method and the MUSIC method can be applied while
using the virtual surface-arranged array antenna correlation
vector hy,(k, fs, w) and the virtual surface-arranged array
direction vector a,,(Ou, ©v). This increases the computation
amount but can further improve the angular resolution.

FIG. 27 1s a view 1llustrating a virtual surface-arranged
array antenna formed by using the antenna arrangement of
FIG. 9A and the arrangement of the virtual reception array
of FIG. 9B. Specifically, FIG. 27 1llustrates a virtual surface-
arranged array antenna formed based on the virtual reception
array including 16 (=NtxNa) elements illustrated 1n FIG. 9B,
under the assumption that elements virtually exist at posi-

tions indicated by 16 types of inter-element vectors D(n,, ",

1), D(n,*“, 2), ..., D", 16). Since n,,“=1, .. ., 16
(=NtxNa), the number of virtual elements 1s 256 (=16X16)
if there 1s no overlapping of the positions indicated by the 16
types of inter-element vectors D(n,_ ", 1), D(n,“, 2), . . .,
D(n,_“, 16). However, in FIG. 27, since there is overlapping
of the positions, the virtual surface-arranged array antenna 1s
formed of 169 elements. Accordingly, the virtual surface-
arranged array antenna is formed by using N _=169 inter-
element vector groups. Note that setting of D,=0.6 wave-
length and D,=0.68 wavelength 1s used.

FIG. 28A 1s a view 1llustrating elements virtually arranged
at positions indicated by the inter-element vectors D(n, **,
1). Meanwhile, FIG. 28B 1s a view illustrating elements
virtually arranged at positions indicated by the inter-element
vectors D(n,,_”, 2). In this case, n, =1, ..., 16 (=NtxNa).
Specifically, in FIG. 28A, elements are virtually arranged at
positions each 1indicated by an inter-element vector between
the element VA#1 1n FIG. 9B and a corresponding one of the
element VA#1, . . . , the element VA#16. In FIG. 28B,
elements are virtually arranged at positions each indicated
by an inter-element vector between the element VA#2 1n
FIG. 9B and a corresponding one of the element

VA#1, . .., the element VA#16.
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Furthermore, elements are virtually arranged at positions
indicated by the inter-element vectors D(n, “, 3), . . .,
D(n,,“, 16) as in FIGS. 28A and 28B. FIG. 27 illustrates all
clements virtually arranged at positions indicated by all
inter-element vectors D(n, “, 1), D(n,,“, 2), ..., D(n, "7,
16) as the virtual surface-arranged array antenna. In this
case, the virtual elements include those overlapping one
another. The processing 1s performed with one of the over-
lapping elements being fixedly selected in advance.

Using the virtual surface-arranged array antenna illus-
trated 1n FIG. 27 can virtually increase the number of
clements in the radar receiver 200. It 1s thus possible to
obtain an effect of reducing the grating lobe and side lobe
levels 1n the two-dimensional spatial profile calculated 1n the
two-dimensional direction estimation processing.

FIG. 29A 1s a view 1illustrating a result of calculator
simulation of the two-dimensional direction estimation pro-
cessing performed under a condition A by using the virtual
reception array illustrated 1in FIG. 9B. FIG. 29B 1s a view
illustrating a result of calculator simulation of the two-
dimensional direction estimation processing performed
under a condition B by using the virtual reception array
illustrated 1n FIG. 9B. FIG. 29C 1s a view 1llustrating a result
of calculator simulation of the two-dimensional direction
estimation processing performed under the condition A by
using the virtual surface-arranged array antenna illustrated
in FIG. 27. FIG. 29D 1s a view 1llustrating a result of
calculator simulation of the two-dimensional direction esti-
mation processing performed under the condition B by using
the virtual surface-arranged array antenna illustrated in FIG.
27.

FIGS. 29A and 29C display heat maps of the two-
dimensional spatial profile 1n the beamiormer method under
the condition A which 1s the case where waves from the
physical target arrive from two different directions (0, ¢)=
(15°, 5°), (15°, =5°) at the same reception power level. The

numerical values at the right ends of the heat maps indicate
decibel (dB) values.

FIGS. 29B and 29D display heat maps of the two-
dimensional spatial profile in the beamformer method under
the condition B which 1s the case where waves {from the
physical target arrives from two different directions (0O,
¢)=(=20°, 0°), (-10°, 0°) at the same reception power level.
The numerical values at the right ends of the heat maps
indicate decibel (dB) values.

From the calculator simulation results, it 1s found that
regions of heat map display in FIGS. 29C and 29D are
smaller than those 1in FIGS. 29A and 29B, that 1s, 1n FIGS.
29C and 29D, 1t 1s possible to virtually increase the number
of elements by using the virtual surface-arranged array
antenna and obtain the effect of reducing the grating lobe
and side lobe levels in the two-dimensional spatial profile
calculated 1n the two-dimensional direction estimation pro-
cessing.

Note that, since the direction estimator 250 calculates the
two-dimensional spatial profile by using the virtual surface-
arranged array antenna, the computation processing amount
of the direction estimator 250 1s greater than that of the
direction estimator 214. However, 1n the case of using the
beamformer method, the computation amount can be
reduced by using two-dimensional FFT processing.

Although various embodiments have been described
above with reference to the drawings, the present disclosure
1s not limited to the examples described above as a matter of
course. It 1s apparent that those skilled in the art can come
up with various changes and modifications within the scope
described in the claims. Such changes and modifications are
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understood to belong to the technical scope of the present
disclosure. Moreover, the components 1n the embodiments
described above can be arbitrary combined within the scope
not departing from the spint of the disclosure.

In the embodiments described above, description 1s given
of the examples 1n which the present disclosure 1s achieved
by using hardware. However, the present disclosure can be
achieved by software in collaboration with hardware.

Moreover, the functional blocks used 1n the description of
the atlorementioned embodiments are achueved typically as a
L.SI which 1s an integrated circuit. The integrated circuit may
control the functional blocks used in the description of the
aforementioned embodiments and include an input terminal
and an output terminal. These functional blocks can be each
separately implemented on one chip. Alternatively, some or
all of the functional blocks may be implemented on one
chip. Although the integrated circuit 1s described as LSI 1n
this case, the integrated circuit may also be referred to as IC,
system LSI, super LSI, or ultra LSI depending on the degree
ol 1ntegration.

The circuit integration method 1s not limited to a LSI and
can be achieved by using a dedicated circuit or a general-
purpose processor. It 1s possible to use a field programmable
gate array (FPGA) which 1s programmable after the manu-
facturing of the LSI, or a reconfigurable processor 1n which
connection or settings of a circuit cell iside the LSI 1s
reconfigurable.

When a circuit integration technique replacing the LSI
appears due to progress i semiconductor technology or
advent of another deriving technique, the functional blocks
can be integrated by using such a technique as a matter of
course. Application of bio-technology and the like 1s prob-
able.
<Qutline of Present Disclosure>

The radar device of the present disclosure includes: a
radar transmitter which, in operation, transmits a plurality of
radar signals at predetermined transmission cycles from a
plurality of transmission antennas; and a radar receiver
which, 1n operation, receives a plurality of retlected wave
signals being the plurality of radar signals reflected on a
target, by using a plurality of reception antennas, wherein
the plurality of transmission antennas include Ntl transmis-
s1on antennas arranged 1n a first direction and Nt2 transmis-
sion antennas arranged in a second direction orthogonal to
the first direction, the plurality of reception antennas include
Nal reception antennas arranged in the first direction and
Na2 reception antennas arranged in the second direction, in
the first direction, an inter-element space between any two of
the Ntl transmission antennas and an inter-element space
between any two of the Nal reception antennas equal to a
product of the first space and an integer and are diflerent
from each other, and in the second direction, an inter-
clement space between any two of the Nt2 transmission
antennas and an inter-element space between any two of the
Na2 reception antennas equal to a product of a second space
and an integer and are different from each other.

In the radar device of the present disclosure, a sum of the
inter-eclement space between any two of the transmission
antennas 1n the first direction 1s smaller than a smallest value
of the inter-eclement space between any two of the reception
antennas 1n the first direction, or a sum of the inter-element
space between any two of the reception antennas in the first
direction 1s smaller than a smallest value of the inter-element
space between any two of the transmission antennas in the
first direction.

In the radar device of the present disclosure, in the first
direction, a largest value of the inter-element space between
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any two of the antennas fewer in number out of the Ntl
transmission antennas and the Nal reception antennas 1s
larger than a largest value of the inter-element space
between any two of the antennas more 1n number, and 1n the
second direction, a largest value of the inter-element space
between any two of the antennas fewer in number out of the
Nt2 transmission antennas and the Na2 reception antennas 1s
larger than a largest value of the inter-element space
between any two of the antennas more 1n number.

In the radar device of the present disclosure, the radar
receiver recerves the plurality of reflected wave signals as
signals received by using a virtual reception array formed by
the plurality of transmission antennas and the plurality of
reception antennas and, in the wvirtual reception array, a
plurality of inter-element spaces each between any two
virtual antenna elements out of the Nt1xNal virtual antenna
clements arranged in the first direction are each a product of
the first space and an integer of 1 or more, and include
products of the first space and all integers from 1 to a first
predetermined value.

In the radar device of the present disclosure, the radar
receiver recerves the plurality of reflected wave signals as
signals received by using a virtual reception array formed by
the plurality of transmission antennas and the plurality of
reception antennas and, in the virtual reception array, a
plurality of inter-element spaces each between any two
virtual antenna elements out of the Nt2xNa2 virtual antenna
clements arranged 1n the second direction are each a product
of the second space and an integer of 1 or more, and 1nclude
products of the second space and all integers from 1 to a
second predetermined value.

In the radar device of the present disclosure, at least the
plurality of transmission antennas and the plurality of recep-
tion antennas are each formed of a plurality of sub-arrayed
antenna elements, there 1s at least one combination of the
inter-eclement space between any two of the Ntl transmis-
sion antennas and the inter-element space between any two
of the Nal reception antennas in which a difference between
any two of the iter-element spaces i1s smaller than one
wavelength, where a size of each of the sub-arrayed antenna
clements 1n the first direction 1s one wavelength or more, and
there 1s at least one combination of the inter-element space
between any two of the Nt2 transmission antennas and the
inter-element space between any two of the Na2 reception
antennas 1n which a difference between any two of the
inter-eclement spaces 1s smaller than one wavelength, where
a size of each of the sub-arrayed antenna elements 1n the
second direction 1s one wavelength or more.

In the radar device of the present disclosure, the radar
receiver recerves the plurality of reflected wave signals as
signals recerved by using a virtual surface-arranged array
antenna 1n which elements are virtually arranged at positions
indicated by inter-element vectors at all of elements 1n the
virtual reception array formed by the plurality of transmis-
sion antennas and the plurality of reception antennas and, 1n
the virtual reception array, a plurality of inter-element spaces
cach between any two of the NtlxNal wvirtual antenna
clements arranged 1n the first direction are each a product of
the first space and an integer of 1 or more, and include
products of the first space and all integers from 1 to a first
predetermined value.

In the radar device of the present disclosure, the radar
receiver recerves the plurality of reflected wave signals as
signals received by using the virtual surface-arranged array
antenna 1n which elements are virtually arranged at positions
indicated by the inter-element vectors at all of elements 1n
the virtual reception array formed by the plurality of trans-
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mission antennas and the plurality of reception antennas
and, i the wvirtual reception array, a plurality of inter-
clement spaces each between any two of the Nt2xNa2
virtual antenna elements arranged in the second direction are
cach a product of the second space and an integer of 1 or
more, and include products of the second space and all
integers from 1 to a second predetermined value.

In the radar device of the present disclosure, the plurality
of transmission antennas are arranged such that Nt1xNt2
takes the largest value, and the plurality of reception anten-
nas are arranged such that NalxNa2 takes the largest value.

In the radar device of the present disclosure, a set of the
plurality of transmission antennas and a set of the plurality
of reception antennas are each arranged i a L-shape, a
T-shape, or a cross shape.

The present disclosure 1s suitable for a radar device which
detects a wide range.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A radar device comprising:

a radar transmitter which, 1 operation, transmits a plu-
rality of radar signals at predetermined transmission
cycles from a plurality of transmission antennas; and

a radar receiver which, 1n operation, receives a plurality of
reflected wave signals being the plurality of radar
signals reflected on a target, by using a plurality of
reception antennas, wherein

the plurality of transmission antennas include Ntl trans-
mission antennas arranged in a {irst direction and Nt2
transmission antennas arranged 1n a second direction
orthogonal to the first direction,

the plurality of reception antennas include Nal reception
antennas arranged 1n the first direction and Na2 recep-
tion antennas arranged 1n the second direction,

in the first direction, each of distances between adjacent
two of the Ntl transmission antennas and adjacent two
of the Nal reception antennas 1s an 1iteger multiple of
a first distance, and all of the distances between the
adjacent two of the Ntl transmission antennas and the
adjacent two of the Nal reception antennas are different
from each other, and

in the second direction, each of distances between adja-
cent two of the Nt2 transmission antennas and adjacent
two of the Na2 reception antennas 1s an integer multiple
ol a second distance, and all of the distances between
the adjacent two of the Nt2 transmission antennas and
the adjacent two of the Na2 reception antennas are
different from each other.

2. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein

a sum of all of distances between the adjacent two of the
transmission antennas in the first direction 1s smaller
than a smallest value of all of distances between the
adjacent two of the reception antennas in the {first
direction, Ntl being three or more, or

a sum of all of distances between the adjacent two of the
reception antennas in the first direction 1s smaller than
a smallest value of all of distances between the adjacent
two of the transmission antennas 1n the first direction,
Nal being three or more.

3. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein

the radar receiver receives the plurality of reflected wave
signals as signals received by using a virtual reception
array formed by the plurality of transmission antennas
and the plurality of reception antennas,

the wvirtual reception array includes NtlxNal wvirtual
antenna elements arranged in the first direction, and

in the virtual reception array, each of distances between
adjacent two of the Ntl1xNal virtual antenna elements
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arranged 1n the first direction 1s a first integer multiple
of the first distance, the first integer being one or more,
and distances between adjacent two of the NtlxNal
virtual antenna elements arranged 1n the first direction
include second integer multiples of the first distance,
the second integers including all integers from 1 to a
first predetermined value.

4. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein

the radar receiver recerves the plurality of retlected wave
signals as signals received by using a virtual reception
array formed by the plurality of transmission antennas
and the plurality of reception antennas,

the wvirtual reception array includes Nt2xNa2 wvirtual
antenna elements arranged 1n the second direction, and

in the virtual reception array, each of distances between
adjacent inter element spaces each between any two of
the Nt2xNa2 virtual antenna elements arranged 1n the
second direction 1s a first integer multiple of the first
distance, the first integer being one or more, and
distances between adjacent two of the Nt2xNa2 virtual
antenna e¢lements arranged 1n the second direction
include second integer multiples of the first distance,
the second integers including all integers from 1 to a
second predetermined value.

5. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein

at least one of the plurality of transmission antennas and
the plurality of reception antennas 1s formed of a
plurality of sub-arrayed antenna elements,

a width of each of the plurality of sub-arrayed antenna
clements 1n the first direction 1s one wavelength or
more, and a difference between at least one of distances
between the adjacent two of the Ntl transmission
antennas and at least one of distances between the
adjacent two of the Nal reception antennas 1s smaller
than one wavelength, and

a width of each of the plurality of sub-arrayed antenna
clements 1n the second direction 1s one wavelength or
more, and a difference between at least one of distances
between the adjacent two of the Nt2 transmission
antennas and at least one of distances between the
adjacent two of the Nal reception antennas 1s smaller
than one wavelength.

6. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein

the radar receiver receives the plurality of reflected wave
signals as signals received by using a virtual surface-
arranged array antenna in which elements are virtually
arranged at positions indicated by inter-element vectors
at all of elements in a virtual reception array formed by
the plurality of transmission antennas and the plurality
ol reception antennas,

the wvirtual reception array includes NtlxNal wvirtual
antenna elements arranged 1n the first direction, and

in the virtual reception array, each of distances between
adjacent two of the Nt1xNal virtual antenna elements
arranged 1n the first direction 1s a first integer multiple
of the first distance, the first integer being one or more,
and distances between adjacent two of the NtlxNal
virtual antenna elements arranged 1n the first direction
include second integer multiples of the first distance,
the second integers including all integers from 1 to a
first predetermined value.

7. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein

the radar receiver recerves the plurality of reflected wave
signals as signals received by using a virtual surface-
arranged array antenna in which elements are virtually
arranged at positions indicated by inter-element vectors

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

56

at all of elements 1n a virtual reception array formed by
the plurality of transmission antennas and the plurality
of reception antennas,

the virtual reception array includes Nt2xNa2 wvirtual
antenna elements arranged 1n the second direction, and

in the virtual reception array, each of distances between
adjacent two of the Nt2xNa2 virtual antenna elements
arranged 1n the second direction 1s a first integer
multiple of the first distance, the first integer being one
or more, and distances between adjacent two of the
Nt2xNa2 wvirtual antenna elements arranged in the
second direction 1include second integer multiples of the
first distance, the second integers including all integers
from 1 to a second predetermined value.

8. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein

the plurality of transmission antennas includes a total of
Nt transmission antennas, Nt being a natural number
and being three or more,

the plurality of transmission antennas are arranged such
that the Ntl transmission antennas are arranged in the
first direction and the Nt2 transmission antennas are
arranged 1n the second direction, wherein Ntl and Nt2
satisly a first condition that Nt equals Nt1+Nt2-1 and
that Nt1xNt2 has a takes the largest value under the first
condition,

the plurality of reception antennas includes a total of Na
reception antennas, Na being a natural number and
being three or more, and

the plurality of reception antennas are arranged such that
the Nal reception antennas are arranged in the first
direction and the Na2 reception antennas are arranged
in the second direction, wherein Nal and Na2 satisty a
second condition that Na equals Nal+Na2-1 and that
NalxNa2 has a largest value under the second condi-
tion.

9. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein:

a set of the plurality of transmission antennas [and a set
of the plurality of reception antennas are each] is
arranged 1n a L-shape, a T-shape, or a cross shape, and

wherein a set of the plurality of reception antennas is
arranged in a L-shape, a T-shape, or a cross shape.

10. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein

Ntl 1s smaller than Nal, and

in the first direction, a largest value of all of distances
between the adjacent two of the Ntl transmission
antennas 1s larger than a largest value of all of distances
between the adjacent two of the Nal reception anten-
nas.

11. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein

Nal i1s smaller than Ntl, and

in the first direction, a largest value of all of distances
between the adjacent two of the Nal reception antennas
1s larger than a largest value of all of distances between
the adjacent two of the Ntl transmission antennas.

12. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein

Nt2 1s smaller than Na2, and

in the second direction, a largest value of all of distances
between the adjacent two of the Nt2 transmission
antennas 1s larger than a largest value of all of distances
between the adjacent two of the Na2 reception anten-
nas.

13. The radar device according to claim 1, wherein

Na2 1s smaller than Nt2, and

in the second direction, a largest value of all of distances
between the adjacent two of the Na2 reception antennas
1s larger than a largest value of all of distances between
the adjacent two of the Nt2 transmission antennas.
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14. A radar device comprising:

a radar transmitter which, in operation, transmits radar
signals at a transmission cycle from a first transmission
antenna, a second transmission antenna, and a third
transmission antenna; and

a radar receiver which, in operation, receives reflected
wave signals being the vadar signals rveflected on a
target, by using a first veception antenna, a second
reception antenna, a third rveception antenna, and a
Jourth reception antenna, wherein.

the first transmission antenna is separated from the sec-
ond transmission antenna in a first divection,

the thivd transmission antenna is separated from the first
and the second transmission antennas in a second

divection,

the first, the second and the third reception antennas are
separated in the first divection,

the fourth veception antenna is separated from the first,
the second and the third veception antennas in the
second direction,

in the first divection, a first distance between the first
transmission antenna and the second transmission
antenna, a second distance between the first veception
antenna and the second reception antenna, and a thivd
distance between the second reception antenna and the
third reception antenna are an integer multiple of a first
common distance,

the first distance, the second distance, and the third
distance are different from each other,

in the second divection, a fourth distance between the
thivd transmission antenna and the first transmission
antennas and a fifth distance between the fourth recep-
tion antenna and the first veception antennas are an
integer multiple of a second common distance, and

the fourth distance and the fifth distance are different from
each other.
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15. A radar device comprising:

a radar transmitter which, in operation, transmits vadar
signals at a transmission cycle from Nt transmission
antennas, Nt being an integer greater than or equal to

3 and

a radar receiver which, in operation, receives reflected
wave signals being the rvadar signals veflected on a
tarvget, by using Na reception antennas, Na being an
integer greater than orv equal to 3, wherein.:

the Nt transmission antennas include a first transmission
antenna group and a second transmission antenna

group,
all antennas of the first transmission antenna group are

separated in a first divection,

all antennas of the second transmission antenna group
are separated in a second direction,

the Na reception antennas include a first veception
antenna group and a second veception antenna group,

all antennas of the first reception antenna group are
separated in the first dirvection,

all antennas of the second reception antenna group are
separated in a second direction,

in the first divection, one or more first distances between
adjacent two of the antennas in the first transmission
antenna group and one or more second distances
between adjacent two of the antemnas in the first
reception antenna group are an integerv multiple of a
first common distance and ave different from each other,
and

in the second direction, one or more third distances
between adjacent two of the antennas in the second
transmission antenna group and one ov more fourth
distances between adjacent two of the antennas in the
second reception antenna group are an integer multiple
of a second common distance and are different from
each other.
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