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(57) ABSTRACT

A breakout assembly 1n accordance with one aspect of the
invention includes a housing including a tubular body defin-
ing a passage extending from a first end to an opposite
second end of the body. An interior surface of the body
includes a plurality of longitudinal guides, the interior
surface further including a stop. The tubular body defines a
plurality of openings extending through the body on oppo-
site sides of the stop. The breakout assembly further includes

a cap which 1s slidably received within the body of the
housing, wherein notches within the cap receive the guides
of the housing, and wherein the cap 1s engageable with the
stop. The cap defines a plurality of internal openings extend-
ing through the cap. A multi-fiber cable can be received
within the body from one end, and a plurality of breakout
tubings are received within the body of the opposite end. The
multi-fiber cable includes a breakout end terminating within
the tubular body wherein a plurality of the broken out fibers
pass through the cap, and 1nto the breakout tubings. In one
preferred embodiment, epoxy 1s placed within the tubular
body, on opposite sides of the cap.

6 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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TRANSITION HOUSING AND CAP FOR
FIBER BREAKOUT ASSEMBLY

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ]| appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough
indicates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional
Patent Application Ser. No. 61/358,687, filed Jun. 25, 2010,

which application 1s hereby incorporated by reference 1n its
entirety.

FIELD OF INVENTION

The present 1inventions relates to cable breakout
assembles.
BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

A cable fanout or breakout assembly transitions from a
cable mcluding a single jacket around multiple fibers to
breakouts of individual fibers or groups of fibers. Further
improvements 1n this area are desired.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A breakout assembly 1in accordance with one aspect of the
invention includes a housing including a tubular body defin-
ing a passage extending from a first end to an opposite
second end of the body. An interior surface of the body
includes a plurality of longitudinal gwmdes, the interior
surface further including an intermediate stop. The tubular
body defines a plurality of openings extending through the
body. The openings are positioned on opposite sides of the
stop. The breakout assembly further includes a cap which 1s
slidably received within the body of the housing, wherein
mating guides on the cap receive the guides of the housing,
and wherein the cap 1s engageable with the stop. The cap
defines a plurality of internal openings extending through
the cap.

A multi-fiber cable can be received within the body from
one end, and a plurality of breakout tubings are received
within the body from the opposite end. The multi-fiber cable
includes a breakout end terminating within the body wherein
a plurality of the broken out fibers pass through the cap, and
into the breakout tubings. In one preferred embodiment, an
epoxy 1s placed within the body, on opposite sides of the cap.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of a housing of a fiber
breakout assembly 1n accordance with one embodiment of
the 1nvention.

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of a cap of a fiber breakout
assembly 1n accordance with one embodiment of the inven-
tion.

FIG. 3 1s a side view of the housing of FIG. 1 with
portions shown in cross-section.

FIG. 4 1s a cross-sectional side view of the housing of

FIG. 1.
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FIG. § 1s a further cross-sectional side view of the housing,
of FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 1s an end view of housing of FIG. 1.
FIG. 7 1s an enlarged view of a portion of the end view of
FIG. 6.

FIG. 8 1s an end view of the cap of FIG. 2.

FIG. 9 1s side view of the cap of FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 1s an end view of an alternative embodiment of
a cap.

FIG. 11 1s a partial cross-sectional side view of the cap of
FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 1s a side view of the cap of FIG. 10.

FIG. 13 1s a multi-fiber cable including two fiber breakout
assemblies on opposite ends of the cable.

FIG. 14 1s a cross-sectional side view of one end of the
multi-fiber cable including one of the breakout assemblies.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Referring now to FIGS. 1-14, a fiber breakout assembly
10 1s shown. Fiber breakout assembly 10 includes a housing
12 as shown 1n FIG. 1, and a cap 14 as shown 1n FIG. 2. In
FIG. 13, a cable assembly 250 1s shown including two fiber
breakout assemblies 10. The breakout assemblies 10 tran-
sition from a multi-fiber cable 200 into fiber breakouts 220.
The breakout 220 can be single fiber breakouts or multiple
fiber breakouts, or combinations of the two.

Retferring now to FIGS. 1, and 3-7, housing 12 includes
a tubular body 20 including an interior surface 22 and an
exterior surface 24. Body 20 includes a longitudinal axis 26
extending between a first end 28 and an opposite end 30.
Body 20 has a generally cylindrical outer shape.

Interior surface 22 of body 20 includes interior longitu-
dinal guide structures 32 which include first gmides 34 and
second guides 36. A stop surface 40 1s defined between first
guides 34 and second guides 36. Second guides 36 are larger
in shape than first guides 34. End 28 of housing 12 defines
a reduced diameter at passage 38 relative to middle area 39
and end 30. A multi-fiber cable 200 enters at end 28, through
passage 38. Individual breakout cables 220 exit at end 30. A
plurality of openings 46 extend through a sidewall 42 of
body 20, and allow for epoxy to be introduced to the interior
of body 20. Wall surface 48 can be provided with a taper,
such as 1°, that widens as surface 48 approaches end 30.

Referring now to FIGS. 2, 8 and 9, cap 14 includes a body
60 having a side 62, a first end 64, and a second end 66.
Body 60 includes notches 68 along side 62. Notches 68 form
mating guide structures for mating with first guides 34. A
plurality of openings 72 pass through body between ends 64,
66 for recerving the breakout fibers. Cap 14 can be provided

with a taper on side 62, such as 1° that widens from end 64
to end 66.

As shown 1n FIGS. 10-12, alternative cap 114 includes 24
openings 172, mstead of 12 openings 72, as shown for cap
14. Alternative cap 114 can be the same size as cap 14. In the
illustrated embodiment, cap 114 1s larger. The corresponding
housing for use with larger cap 114 1s like housing 12, but
s1ized larger to receive cap 114.

Referring now to FIGS. 13 and 14, multi-fiber cable 200
includes a jacket 202 having an end 204. Strength members
206, such as Kevlar, are provided within multi-fiber cable
200. Strength members 206 extend to ends 208. The 1ndi-
vidual fibers or groups of fibers 212 extend through multi-
fiber cable 200 past end 204 of jacket 202. End 204 of jacket
202 1s positioned within housing 12, as shown 1n FIG. 14.
The breakout fibers 212 pass through the openings 72 1n cap
positioned within body 20 of housing 12. Cap 14 1s posi-
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tioned within body 20 from end 30 and 1s slid toward end 28
until cap 14 engages stop surface 40. Guides 34 and notches
68 keep cap 14 from twisting or becoming misaligned. Not
all of opemings 72 are required to be used.

Breakout tubings 216 are inserted through end 30 adjacent
to openings 72 of cap 14. Strength members 218 of breakout
tubings are pulled back and also reside within body 20 of
housing 12. Once the cable 1s prepared as shown 1n FIG. 14,
epoxy can be itroduced into openings 46 so that epoxy fills
the mterior of body 20 on opposite sides of cap 14. There are
two openings 46 on each side of cap 14. While one opening
46 1s used for epoxy 1njection, the other one 1s used to allow
air escape during the injection process. The individual
breakout tubings 216 and the individual fibers 212 can be
connectorized with connectors 230. As shown, at least one
fiber 212 1s positioned within each breakout tubing 216.
Multiple fibers can be positioned within each breakout
tubing, and terminated by a multi-fiber connector, such as an
MPO connector. Once the epoxy 1s cured, a heat shrink 240
can be positioned around housing 12, as shown in FIG. 13.

Example multi-fiber cables 200 can include 24, 12, 8, 6 or
4 fibers. Other cables can be used. In one example the fibers
are 900 mm fibers. The breakout tubings 216 can be 1.7 mm
or 2.0 mm Kevlar remnforced tubing. In the illustrated
embodiments, the outer diameter of the breakout assembly
including the heat shrink 240 1s preferably less than or equal
to 0.5 inches for cap 14. For cap 114 and the corresponding,
housing (including 24 holes 172), the outer diameter includ-
ing the heat shrink 1s preferably less than or equal to 0.6
inches.

Various modifications and alterations of this disclosure
will become apparent to those skilled in the art without
departing from the scope and spirit of this disclosure, and 1t
should be understood that the inventive features are not to be
unduly limited to the illustrative embodiments set forth
herein.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A fiber breakout assembly comprising:

a housing including a tubular body defining a passage
extending from a first end to an opposite second end of
the tubular body, the housing defining a longitudinal
axis extending parallel to the passage, the tubular body
having an interior surface and an exterior surface;

the mterior surface including a plurality of longitudinal
guides extending from the second end of the tubular
body;

the interior surface including a stop located between the
first and second ends of the tubular body;

the tubular body defining a plurality of openings extend-
ing from the exterior surface to the interior surface;

a cap including a body having a first end, a second
opposite end, and a side extending between the first and
second ends of the cap;

the side defining a plurality of notches sized for mating
engagement with the guides of the housing;
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the body of the cap defining a plurality of internal
openings extending from the first end of the cap to the
second end of the cap;

wherein the cap 1s slidably recerved within the passage of
the tubular body of the housing from the second end of
the tubular body, wherein the notches of the cap receive
the guides of the housing, wherein the cap 1s engage-
able with the stop to limit movement of the cap past the
stop.

2. The assembly of claim 1, wheremn the guides are
equally spaced around the interior surface of the tubular
body.

3. The assembly of claim 2, wherein three guides are
provided.

4. The assembly of claim 1, wherein twelve internal
openings are provided in the cap.

5. The assembly of claim 1, wherein twenty-four internal
openings are provided in the cap.

6. A fiber breakout assembly comprising:

a housing including a tubular body defiming a passage
extending from a {irst end to an opposite second end of
the tubular body, the housing defining a longitudinal
axis extending parallel to the passage, the tubular body
having an interior surface and an exterior surface;

the interior surface including a plurality of longitudinal
guides extending from the second end of the tubular
body;

the 1nterior surface including a stop located between the
first and second ends of the tubular body;

the tubular body defining a plurality of openings extend-
ing from the exterior surface to the interior surface;

a cap including a body having a first end, a second
opposite end, and a side extending between the first and
second ends of the cap;

the side defining a plurality of notches sized for mating
engagement with the guides of the housing;

the body of the cap defining a plurality of internal
openings extending from the first end of the cap to the
second end of the cap;

wherein the cap 1s slidably recerved within the passage of
the tubular body of the housing from the second end of
the tubular body, wherein the notches of the cap receive
the guides of the housing, wherein the cap 1s engage-
able with the stop to limit movement of the cap past the
stop;

a multi-fiber cable received within the passage from the
first end of the tubular body;

a plurality of breakout tubings received within the passage
from the second end of the tubular body;

the multi-fiber cable including a breakout end terminating
within the passage wherein a plurality of broken out
fibers pass through the cap and into the breakout
tubings;

epoxy within the passage on opposite sides of the cap.

G ex x = e



	Front Page
	Drawings
	Specification
	Claims

