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SYSTEM FOR SELECTIVE PREVENTION OF
NON-EMERGENCY USE OF AN
ELECTRONIC DEVICE

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets | ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough
indicates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held 10
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

TECHNICAL FIELD

This invention relates to communication devices, and 13
more particularly to systems for preventing the non-emer-
gency operation of wireless communication devices, such as
in a moving vehicle.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 20

Along with the now-ubiquitous use of wireless commu-
nication devices, such as cellular phones, has come an
increase 1n automobile accidents allegedly caused 1n part by
distracted drivers operating their automobiles while simul- 25
taneously using cellular phones. In fact, some studies have
suggested that operation of an automobile while talking on
a cellular phone can be as dangerous or more dangerous than
operating an automobile while under the influence of alco-
hol. 30

To help prevent further accidents, some communities
have banned the use of cellular phones while driving,
requiring the automobile operator to pull the car over to the
side of the road prior to operating the cell phone. The
observance of traflic laws 1s notoriously poor, however, and 35
it can be expected that not every citizen will obey such new
ordinances. Thus, there 1s a need to provide a more reliable
means for prevention of the operation of the car and cell-
phone simultaneously.

Additionally, the increased use of wireless communica- 40
tion devices has so mvaded everyday life, that many users
seem to be unable to go anywhere without talking on their
phone, much to the annoyance of those around them. In
theaters, restaurants, or courtrooms, for example, the use of
such devices can be annoying and may consequently be 45
banned by the management of such establishments. Again,
given human nature, reliance only on people obeying rules
1s often insuflicient to prevent all use of the offending
devices. Thus, the ability to selectively prevent the use of
wireless communication devices within certain confines or 30
under certain conditions 1s desirable.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with this ivention, there 1s provided a 55
system for, under a predetermined set of conditions, selec-
tively disabling use of at least one feature of a stand-alone
clectronic device having a plurality of features. The system
comprises the electronic device having the plurality of
features, means for establishing a state of the set of condi- 60
tions as being satisfied or unsatisfied, means for communi-
cating the state to the electronic device, and means for
disabling the selected features if the state 1s satisfied. The
device may comprise a wireless communications device,
such as a cellular telephone, or any electronic device, such 65
as a computer. The predetermined set of conditions may
comprise conditions indicating movement of a vehicle,

2

location within a predetermined area, activation of a switch,
or a combination thereof. The predetermined set of condi-
tions may further comprise conditions mdicating nonemer-
gency use of the device.

Where the predetermined set of conditions comprises
conditions indicating location within a predetermined area,
the system may further comprise means for determining 1f a
user 1s within a warning area adjacent the predetermined
area, and means for warning a user that he or she 1s within
the warning area.

The means for disabling the electronic device may reside
within the electronic device, or 1f the electronic device
comprises a wireless communications device usable through
a service provider, the means for disabling the wireless
communications device may additionally or instead reside at
least 1n part with the service provider.

The system may specifically comprise a system for selec-
tively at least partially disabling non-emergency use of a
wireless telephone 1 a moving vehicle. Such system com-
prises means for establishing that the use 1s emergency or
non-emergency use; means for establishing the state of the
vehicle as acceptable or unacceptable for non-emergency
use of the telephone; means for communicating the state to
the wireless telephone, to a service provider for the wireless
telephone, or both; and means for disabling non-emergency
use of the telephone when the state of the vehicle 1s
unacceptable.

The invention may further comprise a stand-alone elec-
tronic device having a plurality of features and adapted to
have at least one feature selectively disabled under a pre-
determined set of conditions. Such a device comprises
means for receiving a communication indicating that the set
of conditions has been satisfied and means for disabling the
selected feature 1n response to the communication imndicating
that the set of conditions has been satisfied. The mnvention
may also comprise a wireless telephone adapted to be at least
partially disabled for non-emergency use when 1n a vehicle,
the telephone comprising means for establishing that the use
1S non-emergency use; means for recerving a communication
indicating that the telephone should be at least partially
disabled 1f the use 1s non-emergency use; and means for at
least partially disabling non-emergency use of the telephone
in response to the communication.

The invention also comprises a controller for use with a
system for, under a predetermined set of conditions, provid-
Ing a communication to cause at least one feature to be
disabled of a stand-alone electronic device, wireless tele-
phone, or combination thereof having a plurality of features.
The controller comprises means for determining 11 the set of
conditions has been satisfied and means for sending the
communication to the electronic device, wireless telephone,
or a service provider for the wireless telephone 11 the set of
conditions are satisfied.

The 1invention also comprises computer program products
for use with the stand-alone electronic device, wireless
telephone, controller, or service provider for the wireless
telephone. Such products comprise at least one program
storage device readable by a machine, tangibly embodying
a program ol instructions executable by the machine to
perform selected method steps. For selectively disabling use
ol at least one selected feature of a stand-alone electronic
device under a predetermined set of conditions, the method
steps comprise recerving a communication idicating that
the set of conditions has been satisfied and disabling the
feature 1n response to the communication. For at least
partially disabling non-emergency use of a wireless tele-
phone when 1n a vehicle, the method steps comprise deter-
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miming whether an attempted use 1s emergency or non-
emergency use, recerving an input indicating that non-
emergency use should be disabled, and disabling non-
emergency use of the telephone in response to the input.
Such a program product may reside at least 1n part within the
telephone, at least in part within a service provider for the

telephone, or a combination thereof. To provide a commu-
nication to cause at least one feature to be disabled of a
stand-alone electronic device, wireless telephone, or com-
bination thereof under a predetermined set of conditions, the
method steps for a controller comprise establishing a state of
the set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied and
sending the communication to the electronic device, wire-
less telephone, or a service provider for the wireless tele-
phone.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a schematic overview of an exemplary system of
this invention;

FIG. 2 1s a schematic 1llustration of an exemplary system
of this invention for use with a vehicle; and

FIG. 3 1s a schematic 1llustration of an exemplary system
of this invention for use with a predetermined area.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION

The invention will next be 1llustrated with reference to the
figures wherein similar numbers indicate the same elements
in all figures. Such figures are intended to be illustrative
rather than limiting and are included herewith to facilitate
the explanation of the apparatus of the present invention.

Referring now to FIGS. 1-3, the mvention comprises a
system 10 for, under a predetermined set of conditions,
selectively disabling use of at least one feature of a stand-
alone electronic device 12 having a plurality of features, as
shown 1n FIG. 1. Such conditions may include, for example,
conditions indicating that a driver (input A) of a vehicle 1s
attempting to engage in non-emergency use of the electronic
device while the vehicle 1s moving (input B) or that the
device 1s located within a predetermined area (input C), such
as a particular building, or that a switch has been activated
(input D) while the device 1s located within the predeter-
mined area. As used herein, the term “predetermined” means
chosen to eflect a desired result, as opposed to being
random.

It should be noted that imnputs A-D and the logic shown in
FIG. 1 connecting these inputs are merely exemplary. The
number and type of mputs, as well as the logical operators
that connect the inputs, may comprise any combination that
1s uselul for detecting the desired conditions under which the
device 1s to be partially or fully disabled. The system
generally comprises means for establishing the state of the
set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied, such as a
sensor-input/logic controller 14. The system also comprises
means, such as receiver/transmitters 16a, 16b, and/or 16c,
for communicating the state to electronic device 12 or to a
service provider 20 for the electronic device. The system
turther comprises means, such as system controller 18a for
the electronic device or system controller 18b for service
provider 20, for disabling at least the selected feature or
teatures of electronic device 12 if the state 1s satisiied. The
disabled features may include the audible tone to indicate a
call 1s incoming, the ability to answer that call, or even the
ability to send or recerve a call at all.

As used herein the term “service provider” refers to the
entire system ol antennas, interlinks, switching equipment,
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soltware, computer systems and the like used by one or more
entities to enable the communication to and from the wire-
less communication device. The service provided may be
digital or analog, ground based, or satellite based, text (such
as a pager) or voice (such as a telephone)-based, or any
combination of the above. Although device 12 1s depicted 1n
FIG. 1 as a wireless communication device, such as a
cellular phone, satellite phone, two-way radio, or the like,
the electronic device may be a stand-alone computer, such as
a laptop, notebook, or palm-sized personal assistant, or a
pager, electronic game, or any electronic device known in
the art or an equivalent thereof. Additionally, although
components 22, 16b, 18a, and 15 are depicted as being
integrally contained components within device 12, one or
more of these components may be external to device 12.

For a vehicular application input B to controller 14 for
establishing the state of the vehicle may comprise inputs
from a motion detector, such as, as 1s shown 1n FIG. 2, mnput
B, from the speedometer 23 or input B. from an axle or
wheel rotation detector 24, or any type of motion detector as
may be known 1n the art. It should be noted that “vehicle”
1s not limited to automobiles and trucks, but may include
buses, boats, trains, planes, and the like, and thus the
corresponding motion detector may be tailored to the spe-
cific type of vehicle as 1s known in the art. Input B may
instead or also comprise input B, from gearshlft selector 25,
which may indicate whether the Vehwle 1s 1n “Park”™ or some
other gear, or mput B, from emergency brake sensor 26,
indicating whether the brake 1s engaged. The mput may
instead be an interface B, with a centralized vehicle com-
puter 29 that may collect inputs from a number of sensors,
including one or more of those discussed above. In fact,
controller 14 1tself may be a centralized vehicle computer
known 1n the art, except having the various additional
iputs, logic, and outputs required for the present invention.
These additional components may be provided as an after-
market add-on to existing vehicle computers, as replacement
vehicle computers, or may be provided by the original
equipment manufacturer.

Technology for determining the state of the vehicle 1s
known. For example, 1t 1s known to provide vehicle-based
computers with operating systems configured to prevent
display of non-driving-related information when the vehicle
1s moving, as described i U.S. Pat. No. 5,949,345 to
Beckert et al. and incorporated herein by reference. It 1s also
known to blank the screen and deactivate the keyboard of an
installed Mobile Radio Data Terminal when a vehicle 1s 1n
motion, as described in U.S. Pat. No. 5,148,153 to Haymond
and incorporated herein by reference. Such technology for
determining the state of the vehicle has not been applied to
stand-alone electronic devices not installed 1n or integral to
the vehicle, nor has 1t been applied to wireless telephones,
even those installed or integral to the vehicle.

As used herein, the term “‘stand-alone™ 1s used to desig-
nate electronic devices that are not installed 1n or 1ntegral to
the vehicle in which they may occasionally travel or
installed 1n or integral to the building 1n which they may
occasionally pass through. Such devices are typically sold,
purchased, and used separately from such vehicle or build-
ing. The term “wireless telephones” includes one-, two-, or
multiple-way, digital or analog, voice-based communication
devices that transmit electromagnetic signals at any of a
number of selected frequencies rather than being hard-wired
to a communications network. Such wireless telephones
may, however, be permanently or temporarily “wired” to a
vehicle with a power and/or an antenna connection or may
be mtegrally mcorporated into the vehicle electronics.
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System 10 may particularly be used for selectively pre-
venting non-emergency use ol a wireless telephone 12 1n a
moving vehicle. In such case, the means for determining the
set of conditions further includes means for establishing that
the use of the telephone 1s non-emergency use. For example,
if the user dials “911,” the common number for reporting
emergencies, it may not be desirable to disable the tele-
phone. Thus, as shown in FIG. 1, if mput E from user
interface 15 1s recerved by system controller 18a indicating
that, for example, “911” has been dialed, the set of condi-
tions may be considered acceptable, and the operation of the
device may not be interrupted or modified. Thus, the means
for detecting the set of conditions may comprise multiple
controllers, such as a vehicle state sensor and the system
controller of the telephone.

Once it has been established that the state of the vehicle
1s unacceptable, transmitter/recerver 16a may communicate
the state to electronic device 12 directly to transmitter/
receiver 16b, or to transmitter/receiver 16¢ of service pro-
vider 20, or both. Transmitter/receivers 16a, 16b, and 16c¢
are referred to as transmitter/receivers, but may be either
transmitters, receivers, or a combination thereof. The com-
munication between the units may be two-way or one-way,
analog or digital. Thus, the means for communicating the
state of the conditions to the electronic device may comprise
transmitter 16a connected to or integral to controller 14 plus
receiver 16b connected to or integral to telephone 12,
receiver 16¢ connected to or integral to service provider 20,
or both. The means may also comprise the standard link F
between service provider 20 and service provider interface
22 of device 12. The means may further comprise the
existing link E between user interface 15 and system con-
troller 18a that indicates non-emergency use. Transmitter/
receiver 16a may optionally communicate to service pro-
vider link 22, instead of transmitter/receiver 16b, making,
transmitter/receiver 16b unnecessary.

Although it may be simplest to commumnicate the vehicle
state directly only to wireless telephone 12, there may be
some advantages to also or instead transmitting the infor-
mation to service provider 20. For example, 1 the service
provider knows that the electronic device 1s disabled, the
service provider can provide a message to the caller explain-
ing the status and can offer the caller immediately a choice
of options. As used herein, the term “disabled” refers to any
state where at least one feature of the device 1s disabled,
including a fully disabled state of the device. The service
provider may allow the caller to leave a message that 1s
immediately transferred to a voice mail feature, may allow
the caller to request an emergency ring-through to let the
driver know that a call 1s incoming and can be answered 1f
the vehicle 1s put into the acceptable state, or may allow the
caller to be transferred to another number, such as a dis-
patcher or assistant to the driver who can take a message or
answer the caller’s question. Even where the state 1s com-
municated by transmitter/receiver 16a primarily to transmit-
ter/receiver 16¢ of service provider 20, a signal may be
transmitted by the service provider and received by tele-
phone 12 that causes the telephone to reflect on the user
interface 15 that a call has been attempted but not put
through because of the phone’s unusable state. Service
provider 20 may transmit to telephone 12 via the service
provider iterface 22, or transmitter/receiver 16a may trans-
mit to transmitter/receivers 16b and 16c¢ simultaneously.
Conversely, where the primary signal 1s received by tele-
phone 12, the telephone may send a signal via interface 22
to service provider 20 to indicate 1ts disabled status. This
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signal may be sent immediately, or only upon contact by the
service provider to attempt to place a call.

Thus, the means for partially or fully disabling non-
emergency use ol the telephone when the state of the vehicle
1s unacceptable may comprise a circuit that completely
blocks all incoming or outgoing calls. The means may also
or instead comprise a circuit that allows all or certain
incoming calls to ring through, but does not allow the user
to answer the call until the vehicle 1s placed in the acceptable
condition. The means may also comprise a circuit that
allows only “911” to be called out. The means may comprise
some combination of all of the above, each of which may be
selectable by the user or depending on other circumstances
as programmed into the controlling software or firmware.
Other circuits providing for other specific limited use of the
device may also be used. The means for disabling telephone
12 may be located entirely within the telephone 1tself, such
as system controller 18a, or may be located within service
provider 20, such as system controller 18b, or may comprise
a combination thereof. Even where means for partially or
tully disabling use is located within telephone 12 1itsell,
service provider mterface 22 may notily service provider 20
of the unavailable state of the phone either at any time the
service provider attempts to place a call, or immediately
upon satisfaction of the conditions. In such case, service
provider 20 may provide feedback to the caller as described
above.

Where the service provider has provisions for allowing a
call to ring through only under certain conditions, the service
provider may send out an override signal that 1s received by
interface 22. The override signal may be processed by
controller 18a to override the incoming call block on tele-
phone 12, or to emit a different alert signal to indicate that
a call has been attempted but blocked. To avoid a new cause
of accidents from drivers suddenly diving to the shoulder to
take incoming calls, such calls may automatically be routed
to voice mail, and the alert provided only after the voice mail
has been completed. In such case, the driver will know he or
she can pull over at his or her leisure to check voice mail.

With respect to non-vehicular applications, the state of
conditions that may disable the telephone may relate to the
presence of the telephone within a predetermined area. The
“predetermined area” may be for example, a building, a
room within a building, a specific location not confined
within a building, or an area defined by proximity to a
certain object or device. The term “area” 1s not intended
herein as a limitation to two-dimensional space, but rather
the “predetermined area” may comprise a three-dimensional
volume of space, such as all the floors of a building, only
certain floors of a building, all the vertical space above a
certain ground-defined perimeter, or any location within a
spherical radius of a certain object. Referring now to FIG. 3,
for example, a particular building 30 may have transmitters
16a that emit a signal detectable anywhere within a particu-
lar footprint 31 within the building that disables any tele-
phones with receivers 16b (as shown in FIG. 1) located
therein. In such case, the means for determining 11 the set of
conditions has been satisfied and the means for communi-
cating the state of the conditions to the electronic device
comprise the same means. That 1s, the communication of a
signal of a certain strength to the telephone that the tele-
phone can receive only when within the designated area,
both determines that the condition has been satisfied and
simultaneously communicates the state to the telephone. It
should be noted that the zone of disablement can include the
entire building or just portions thereof.
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In another application, the means for detecting the state
may comprise a global positioning system (GPS) that can
indicate the position of the telephone and send this infor-
mation through interface 22 to service provider 20. Service
provider 20 may have selected (GPS) coordinates for the
predetermined area retained in the memory of controller
18b. Controller 18 may then disable telephone 12 whenever
the coordinates of the telephone are within the coordinates
corresponding to the predetermined area. The means for
communicating the state of the conditions to the telephone
or service provider 20 1n such an embodiment comprises
service provider interface 22 and the means for fully or
partially disabling phone 12 may comprise controller 18a or
18b, or some combination thereof.

For such applications, 1t may also be desirable to provide
some warning to the telephone user that he or she 1s about
to lose service. Thus, for example, as shown 1n FIG. 3, a
building 30 within which the telephone 1s mnoperative may
have a warning signal in a certain arca 32 around the
building so that a user engaged 1n an important call while
walking toward such a building knows to stop before he or
she enters, so that the call can be completed. Warning area
32 may be defined such that only a person pulling into
parking lot 34, for example (but not passers-by on road 36)
receives the warning. The alert may be a special audible ring
tone or vibration signal, or may comprise a spoken inter-

ruption to the telephone conversation to the effect of:
“WARNING: YOU ARE ABOUT TO ENTER A DESIG-

NATED AREA WHERE PHONE SERVICE WILL B.
INTERRUPTED. PLEASE REMAIN OUTSIDE THE
DESIGNATED AREA TO AVOID LOSING SERVICE.” A
separate visible warning sign 38 adjacent walkway 39
leading to building 30 may be posted to indicate a line that
should not be crossed to avoid losing service.

In yet another application, it may be desirable to prevent
the use of telephones only under certain conditions. For
example, a theater may only want to prevent phone use
while the entertainment 1s being performed or the movie 1s
playing. A recording studio, movie director, or television
crew may only want to disable communications that could
possibly disrupt the recorded action. In all of such cases, the
disabling signal that stops the phone from working may be
a manually or automatically thrown switch (input D, as
shown 1n FIG. 1). Thus, the usher, director, member of the
crew, or the like may manually throw the switch, or the
switch may be automatically interlocked to, for example, the
film projector, theater curtain, or camera operation. When
the switch 1s thrown, a transmuitter 16a may transmit a signal
which 1s received directly by recerver 16b on electronic
device 12 11 within the predetermined area, or the signal may
be received by receiver 16c of service provider 20, who in
turn evaluates the position of device 12 and disables device
12 via service provider interface 22 only 11 the device 1s 1n
the predetermined area.

It should be understood that all of the above situations as
described with respect to telephones may also be applied to
other wireless communications devices as well as non-
communications electronic devices such as computers, pag-
ers, and electronic games. For situations where the use of the
phone, pager, or electronic game 1s merely an annoyance,
such as within a theater, the operation of the electronic
device may not be completely disabled, but instead may be
merely thpped automatically to silent operation. Thus, upon
walking ito a designated area, someone with a loud,
annoying pager may have their pager automatically flipped
to a vibration mode while in the confines of the designated
area. Similarly, a telephone may be disabled from being
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answered or placing a call, but incoming calls may be
allowed to ring through only in vibration mode, with a
message displayed on the telephone to let the user know that
he or she must exit the building to actually answer the call.

Although 1t may be desirable to disable telephone 12d of
driver 29d, as shown 1n FIG. 2, 1t may be further desirable
to allow passenger 29p to talk on his or her phone 12p.
Therefore, the means for detecting the state of the set of
conditions may, 1n addition to determiming whether the use
1s non-emergency use and whether the vehicle 1s moving,
may also determine whether the user 1s the driver of the car
(as shown by mput A in FIG. 1). That 1s, if the electronic
device 1s within the driver’s quadrant I, as shown in FIG. 2,
the electronic device may not work, but 11 it 1s located 1n any
of the other quadrants II-1V, 1t may. This functionality may
be provided by sending out a disabling signal that 1s only
detectable 1n quadrant I, or by detecting the location of the
clectronic device 1n the car and conveying this information
to the service provider. It should be noted that although
vehicle 40 1s shown having the steering wheel 42 tradition-
ally placed for night-hand-side of the road driving as is the
standard 1n the United States, the placement of the steering
wheel may also be on the opposite side of the car.

To outwit the driver who would merely lean dangerously
out of his or her quadrant while talking on the phone, the
means for detecting 1f the conditions have been satisfied may
comprise a “passenger detector, ” such as a weight, motion,
or heat detector directed to one or more of the seats 1n the
other quadrants. In the alternative, the defined area of
quadrant I may be so large as to practically preclude any
such reaching, while still allowing the other passengers
ample room to use their devices. To provide information
about the location of the device, controller 14 may addi-
tionally comprise a signal detector or inputs from one or
more remotely located signal detectors that are capable of
recognizing the location of the electronic device based on
the strength and/or direction of the signal. In particular, the
use of at least three signal detectors 28 placed about the
driver/passenger compartment enables the location of the
signal to be determined by “triangulation, ” as 1s known 1n
the art.

Where the state of the vehicle 1s communicated to service
provider 20 rather than to electronic device 12 directly, the
information provided to the service provider may include
identifying characteristics relating to the phone to be dis-
abled. Where transmitter 16a transmits the signal directly to
clectronic device 12, the strength and characteristics of the
signal are such that only an electromic device i driver’s
quadrant I 1s aflected, and not electronic devices of passen-
gers 1n that vehicle or 1n adjacent vehicles.

For standardization, the transmission and receiving signal
characteristics (frequency, digital or analog code, etc.) for
disabling the telephone are preferably the same for each type
of vehicle and each type of electronic device to be disabled.
Thus, each type of electronic device may have difierent
signal characteristics to provide selectivity by device. Fur-
thermore, different signal characteristics may be used to
tully disable versus partially disable, such as for example,
one characteristic signal for a building which merely
switches ofl the audible alert tones, and another character-
istic signal for a vehicle where all non-emergency use 1s to
be disabled. The term “characteristic” as used herein refers
to any feature of a signal that may be used to distinguish 1t
from another signal, such as frequency, amplitude, pulse
pattern, or the digital information carried by the signal.

Another use for different signal characteristics may be
especially beneficial with respect to buildings in which the
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electronic device 1s disabled, as described above with
respect to FIG. 3. One type of signal may be provided by
transmitters 16a within a first predetermined area 30 where
the device 1s fully or partially disabled, and another signal
may be provided by transmitters 16w within a second
predetermined area 32 that 1s the warning area. Where both
signals overlap, logic within system controller 18a may
merely dictate that the signal from 16a prevails. Stmilarly, 1T
it 1s desired to provide a safe area where devices are 1s not
disabled within the boundaries of area where devices are
disabled, a second signal may be transmitted and received
only within the safe area and the system logic programmed
such that the receipt of the “safe” signal overrides receipt of
the “disable™ signal.

The ability to disable devices in certain predetermined
arcas may also be advantageous with respect to certain
clectronic equipment that 1s sensitive to signals of certain
frequencies that may cause unwanted interference. Such
sensitive equipment may be located 1n hospitals or airplanes,
for example, and are often responsible for the blanket
requirement that certain electronic devices be banned from
use within the confines of the hospital or within the airplane
during takeofl. The present invention, although it depends
upon wireless communication between a transmitter and the
clectronic device for istructions to turn the device off, may
still be compatible with deactivating the use of certain
devices around sensitive equipment. Most such sensitive
equipment 1s not sensitive to all radio frequencies, and thus
the use of other frequem:les may not cause interference.
Blanket rules requiring that all devices be turned ofl are
generally a more practical solution than requiring testing at
all frequencies and distinguishing devices based upon emit-
ted frequencies. For the present invention, however, the
communication for defining the predetermined area within
which the device 1s disabled can be carried out at a known
frequency where no interference 1s known to occur. In this
way, the communication to define the predetermined area
where the device 1s deactivated may be at a frequency that
does not interfere with the sensitive equipment, whereas
routine use of the device may create a signal that does cause
such 1nterference.

It should be understood that although an integrated system
including the electronic device and the various means for
establishing the state of the set of conditions, communicat-
ing to the electronic device, and at least partially disabling
the electronic device, the individual components of that
system may be made by diflerent manufacturers and offered
separately. Thus, the electronic devices as well as the
controllers for establishing the state of conditions and com-
municating the state to the electronmic devices are defined,
separate elements of this invention.

Accordingly, the mvention further comprises a stand-
alone electronic device, wireless telephone, or combination
thereot, having a plurality of features and adapted to have at
least one feature disabled under a predetermined set of
conditions, the device comprising means for receiving a
communication that the set of conditions has been satisfied
and means for disabling the feature 1n response to receipt of
the communication. The mvention also comprises a control-
ler comprising means for establishing a state of the set of
conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied and means for
communicating the state to the electronic device, wireless
telephone, or service provider for the telephone.

It should also be noted that although the terms “logic” and
“software” are used throughout with respect to the means
used for decision-making and activation or deactivation of
features of the electronic devices, no limitation 1s intended
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to any particular means for effecting the various functions.
The logical means may include analog or digital logic,
soltware, firmware, hardware, or any means known 1n the
art. The software or firmware may be embodied as a com-
puterized set of instructions 1n any computer language and
embodied 1n any type ol machine for storing such instruc-
tions as 1s known 1n the art.

Thus, the invention also comprises the computer program
products resident 1n the electronic devices or the controllers
that communicate the state to the electronic devices. Such
computer program products comprise at least one program
storage device readable by a machine, tangibly embodying,
a program ol instructions executable by the machine to
perform the method steps for, under a predetermined set of
conditions, selectively disabling use of at least one selected
feature of a stand-alone electronic device having a plurality
of features. The method steps performed by the program for
the electronic device comprises receiving an mput indicating,
the set ol conditions has been satisfied, and disabling the
feature 1n response to the input. For at least partially
disabling non-emergency use ol a wireless telephone 1n a
vehicle, the method steps comprise establishing that the use
1S emergency or non-emergency use, receiving a communi-
cation indicating that non-emergency use of the telephone
should be disabled, and disabling non-emergency use of the
telephone 1n response to the communication. Such program
can reside at least 1n part within the wireless telephone, the
service provider, or a combination thereof. For a controller,
the method steps comprise establishing the: state of the set
of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisified and commu-
nicating that state to the electronic device, wireless tele-
phone, or service provider for the wireless telephone.

Those skilled 1n the art having the benefit of the teachings
of the present invention as set forth herein above, can eflect
numerous modifications thereto. These modifications are to
be construed as being encompassed within the scope of the
present invention as set forth 1n the appended claims.

What 1s claimed:

1. A system for selectively disabling use of at least one
feature of a stand-alone electronic device, the device having
a plurality of features, in response to a predetermined set of
conditions of the electronic device being satisfied, the sys-
tem comprising:

the stand-alone electronic device comprising having the
plurality of features;

[means] a sensor-input/logic controller for establishing a
state of the set of conditions as being satisfied or
unsatisiied, the predetermined set of conditions com-
prising conditions indicating location within a prede-
termined area having a fixed boundary that 1s indepen-
dent of a communications network cell boundary;

[means] a receiver/transmitter for communicating the
state to the electronic device; and

[means] a controller for completely disabling the selected
feature in response to receiving the communicated state
1f the state 1s satisfied,

wherein the controller for completely disabling the
selected feature in vesponse to receiving the communi-
cated state vesides at least in part on the stand-alone
electronic device,

wherein the stand-alone electronic device comprises a
wireless communications device usable through a ser-
vice provider, and

wherein the controller for completely disabling the wirve-
less communications device rvesides at least in part with
the service provider.
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2. The system of claim 1 wherein the stand-alone elec- 18. The system of claim 15 further comprising means for
tronic device comprises a wireless communication device. indicating on a user interface of the wireless telephone that

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the stand-alone elec- an attempt has been made to reach the telephone while
tronic device comprises a computer. disabled.

4. The system of claim 1 wherein the predetermined set of > 19. The system of claim 15 further comprising ¢ means
conditions further comprises conditions indicating non- for indicating to a party attempting to contact a user of a
emergency use ol the stand-alone electronic device. disabled wireless telephone that the wireless telephone 1s

5. The system of claim 1 wherein the predetermined set of disabled.
conditions further comprises activation of a switch con- 20. The system of claim 19 further comprising means for
trolled by an enfity other than a user of the stand-alone 10 providing the party attempting to contact the user with one
electronic device. or more options as an alternative to contacting the user.

6. The system of claim 1 further comprising a global [21. The system of claim 15 wherein the means for
positioning system for indicating location within the prede- establishing the state of the vehicle comprises one or more
termined area. s Ot a gearshift selector, an emergency brake sensor, a motion

7. The system of claim 1 wherein the predetermined area detector, a weight sensor 1n a seat, a set of signal triangu-
comprises a building. lation sensors, or an interface with a centralized vehicle

8. The system of claim 1 wherein the predetermined area computet. ]
comprises an area defined by proximity to a predetermined 22. The system of claim [21] 64, wherein the motion
object. >0 detector, comprises a speedometer measurement or a wheel

9. The system of claim 1 further comprising means for or axle rotation detector.
determining 1f a user 1s within a warning area adjacent the 23. The system of claim [21] /5, wherein the [predeter-
predetermined area, and means for providing a warning mined set of conditions further comprises] state is unac-
signa] indicating proximity to the predetermined area to a ceprable further comprises conditions indicating a location
user within the warning area. 25 of the wireless telephone within a predetermined area where

[10. The system of claim 1 wherein the means for the predetermined area is [the] a location within a driver’s
disabling the electronic device resides within the electronic quadrant of a vehicle.

24. A stand-alone electronic device having a plurality of

features and adapted to have at least one feature selectively

30 disabled under a predetermined set of conditions, at least one

such condition comprising location within a predetermined

area having a fixed boundary that i1s independent of a

communications network cell boundary, the stand-alone
device comprising:

35 |means] a receiver/transmitter, at a service provider, for

receiving a communication [for] indicating that the

predetermined set of conditions has been satisfied,

device.]

[11. The system of claim 1 wherein the electronic device
comprises a wireless communications device usable through
a service provider.]

[12. The system of claim 11 wherein the means for
disabling the wireless communications device resides at
least in part with the service provider.]

13. The system of claim [11] / wherein the system further
comprises means for indicating to a party trying to reach a

disabled electronic device that the device 1s disabled. including that the stand-alone device is located within
14. The system of claim 1, wherein the at least one feature the predetermined area; and
comprises [a feature selected from the group consisting of:] 40  [means] a controller for disabling the selected feature in
one orv more Of the ability to transmit a Signal from the response to the communication indieating that the
electronic device, the ability of the device to emit an audible predetermined set of conditions has been satisfied,
sound, or a combination thereof. wherein the controller rvesides with the service provider.
15. A system for selectively at least partially disabling 25. A computer program product comprising at least one
non-emergency use ol a wireless telephone 1n a vehicle, the 45 program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly
system comprising: embodying a program of instructions executable by the
the wireless telephone; machine to perform the method steps for, under a predeter-
the vehicle: mined set of conditions, at least one such condition com-
means] a controller for establishing that the use is prising location of the device within a predetermined area
emergency or non-emergency use; 50 having a fixed boundary that 1s independent of a commu-
[means] a controller for establishing a state of the nications network cell boundary, selectively disabling use of
vehicle[, and optionally a position of the telephone at least one selected feature of a stand-alone electronic
within the vehicle,] as moving or engaged to be moved device having a plurality of features, the method steps
as being acceptable or unacceptable for non-emergency comprising:
use of the telephone; 55  (a) receiving an input, at a service provider, the input
[means] a receiver/transmitter for communicating the indicating that the predetermined set of conditions has
state [to the telephone,] to a service provider for the been satisfied, including that the starnd-alone device 1s
wireless telephone|, or both]; and located within the predetermined area; and
[means] a controller for disabling non-emergency use of (b) disabling the at least one selected feature, at the
the telephone when the state 1s unacceptable, wherein 60 service provider, 1n response to the received input
the controller vesides with the service provider. indicating that the predetermined set of conditions has
16. The system of claim 15 wherein the wireless telephone been satisfied, including that the stand-alone device is
1s temporarily or permanently wired to the vehicle via a located within the predetermined area.
power connection, an antenna connection, or both. 26. A wireless telephone adapted to be at least partially
17. The system of claim 13 further comprising means for 65 disabled for non-emergency use based upon a state of a
indicating on a user interface of the wireless telephone that vehicle 1n which the telephone 1s located, the wireless

the telephone 1s at least partially disabled. telephone comprising:
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[means] a controller for establishing whether a use of the
wireless telephone 1s emergency or non-emergency
use;

[means] a receiver/transmitter for receiving a communi-
cation indicating a state of the vehicle as moving or
engaged to be moved 1n which non-emergency use
should be disabled, wherein the receiver/transmitter
resides with a service provider; and

[means] a controller for at least partially disabling non-
emergency use of the wireless telephone 1n response to
the communication, wherein the controller resides with
the service provider.

27. A computer program product comprising at least one
program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly
embodying a program of instructions executable by the
machine to perform a set of method steps for at least
partially disabling non-emergency use of a wireless tele-
phone based upon a state of a vehicle in which the telephone
1s located, the method steps comprising:

(a) determining whether an attempted use 1s emergency or

non-emergency use;

(b) recerving an 1mput, at a service provider, indicating a
state of the vehicle 1n which non-emergency use should
be disabled; and

(c) disabling non-emergency use of the telephone, at the
service provider, 1n response to the mput indicating the
state of the vehicle in which non-emergency use should
be disabled.

28. The program of claim 27 wherein the program product

resides at least 1n part within the telephone.
29. The program of claim 27 wherein the program product
resides at least in part within [a] #ze service provider for the
telephone.
30. A controller for use with a system for, under a
predetermined set of conditions, providing a communication
to cause at least one feature to be disabled of a wireless
telephone having a plurality of features, the controller com-
prising:
[means] a global positioning system (GPS) for determin-
ing 1f the set of conditions has been satisfied; and

means for sending the communication to the wireless
telephone, service provider for the wireless telephone,
or a combination thereof, if the set of conditions are
satisfied;

wherein the set of conditions comprises conditions ndi-
cating location of the wireless telephone within a
predetermined area having a fixed boundary that 1s
independent of a communications network cell bound-
ary [or wherein the controller is located within a
vehicle and the means for determining the set of
conditions comprises means for determining 1f the
vehicle 1s moving or engaged to be moved and means
for determining 1f the wireless telephone 1s within a
predetermined position within the vehicle].

31. A computer program product comprising at least one
program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly
embodying a program of instructions executable by the
machine to perform the method steps for, under a predeter-
mined set of conditions, providing a communication to
cause at least one feature to be disabled of a wireless
telephone having a plurality of features, the method steps
comprising;

(a) establishing a state of the set of conditions as being

satisfied or unsatisfied; and

(b) sending the communication to the, wireless telephone,
a service provider for the wireless telephone, or a
combination thereof;
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wherein the set of conditions comprises [conditions indi-

cating location of the wireless telephone within a

predetermined area having a fixed boundary that 1s

independent of a communications network cell bound-

d ary or] conditions indicating location within a prede-

termined position 1 a vehicle that 1s moving or
engaged to be moved.

32. A controller for use with a system for, under a
predetermined set of conditions, providing a communication
to cause at least one feature to be disabled of a wireless
telephone having a plurality of features, the controller
COmMprising:

a controller for determining if the set of conditions has

been satisfied; and

a receiver/transmitter for sending the communication to

the wireless telephone, service provider for the wireless
telephone, or a combination thereof, if the set of
conditions are satisfied,

wherein the controller is located within a vehicle and the

controller for determining the set of conditions com-
prises determining if the vehicle is moving or engaged
to be moved and comprises a global positioning system
(GPS) for determining if the wireless telephone is
within a predetermined position within the vehicle.

33. The controller of claim 32, wherein the global posi-
tioning system (GPS) is configured to indicate a position of
the wireless telephone in the vehicle.

34. The controller of claim 32, wherein the global posi-
tioning system (GPS) is configured to transmit the position
of the wireless telephone to a service provider.

35. The controller of claim 32, wherein the vehicle com-
prises a train.

36. The controller of claim 32, wherein the vehicle com-
35 prises a bus.

37. The controller of claim 32, wherein the determining if
the wireless telephone is within a predetermined position
within the vehicle comprises determining whether the tele-
phone is located within a driver’s quadrant of the vehicle.

38. The controller of claim 32, wherein the determining if
the wireless telephone is within a predetermined position
within the vehicle comprises determining whether the tele-
phone is located within a driver’s quadrant of the vehicle by
determining whether the telephone is not located within a
45 driver’s quadrant of the vehicle.

39. The controller of claim 32, further comprising a
passenger detector.
40. The controller of claim 32, whervein the system is
further comfigured to provide a message to a thivd-party
50 device indicative of an unacceptable state of the wireless
telephone.

41. The controller of claim 32, wherein the system further
comprises a passenger detector configured to determine
whether a driver is within a driver quadrant of a vehicle.

42. The controller of claim 41, whervein the passenger
detector comprises a signal detector.

43. The controller of claim 41, wherein the passenger
detector comprises a motion detector.

44. The controller of claim 41, wherein the passenger
detector comprises a heat detector.

45. The controller of claim 41, wherein the passenger
detector comprises a weight detector.

46. The controller of claim 32, wherein the predetermined
position comprises a location within the vehicle.

47. The controller of claim 32, wherein the predetermined
position comprises a location within a driver/passenger
compartment of the vehicle.
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48. The controller of claim 32, wherein the predetermined
position comprises a driver’s quadrant of a driver/passen-
ger compartment of the vehicle.

49. A computer program product comprising at least one
program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly
embodying a program of instructions executable by the
machine to perform a set of method steps for at least
partially disabling non-emergency use of a wireless tele-
phone based upon a state of a vehicle in which the wireless
telephone is located, the method steps comprising:

(a) determining whether an attempted use of the wireless
telephone in the vehicle is emergency use or non-
emergency use;

(D) receiving one or more inputs, at a service provider,
indicating a state of the vehicle as moving or engaged
to be moved in which non-emergency use of the wireless
telephone should be disabled; and

(¢) disabling nomn-emergency use of the wireless tele-
phone, at the service provider, in response to the input
indicating a state of the vehicle as moving or engaged
to be moved in which non-emergency use of the wireless
telephone should be disabled.

50. The program of claim 49, wherein the wireless tele-
phone is temporarily or permanently wired to the vehicle via
a power connection, an antenna connection, or both.

51. The program of claim 49, further comprising the step
of sending a communication to a party attempting to contact
a user of a disabled wireless telephone that the wireless
telephone is disabled.

52. The program of claim 51, further comprising the step
of providing the party attempting to contact the user of the
disabled wireless telephone with one or more options as an
alternative to contacting the user.

53. The program of claim 49, whervein the one or more
inputs indicating a state of the vehicle as moving or engaged
to be moved comprises one or more inputs veceived from one
or movre of a gearshift selector, an emergency brake sensor,
a motion detector, a weight sensor in a seat, a set of signal
triangulation sensors, and an interface with a centralized
vehicle computer.

54. The program of claim 53, wherein the motion detector
comprises one or morve of a speedometer, a wheel rotation
detector, and axle rotation detector.

55. The program of claim 49, further comprising the step
of determining whether the attempted use of the wireless
telephone is by the driver of the vehicle.

56. A computer program product comprising at least one
program storage device readable by a machine, tangibly
embodying a program of instructions executable by the
machine to perform the method steps for, under a predeter-
mined set of conditions, providing a communication to cause
at least one feature to be disabled of a wireless telephone
having a plurality of features, the method steps comprising:

(a) establishing a state of the predetermined set of con-
ditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied; and

(b) sending the communication to cause at least one
Jeature to be disabled of the wireless telephone having
a plurality of features to the wireless telephone;

wherein the predetermined set of conditions comprises
one or more conditions indicating a location of the
wireless telephone within a predetermined position in a
vehicle that is moving or engaged to be moved,; and

(c) disabling the at least one feature of the wireless
telephone in response to the communication.

57. The program of claim 56, wherein the predetermined

position in a vehicle comprises a location in a driver’s
quadrant.
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58. A system for selectively at least partially disabling
non-emergency use of a wireless telephone in a vehicle, the
system COmprising.

the wireless telephone;

the vehicle:

a controller for establishing that the use is emergency or
non-emevgency use;

a global positioning system (GPS) for establishing a state
of the vehicle as moving or engaged to be moved as
being acceptable ov unacceptable for non-emergency
use of the telephone;

a receiver/transmitter for communicating the state to a
service provider for the wireless telephone; and

a controller for disabling non-emergency use of the
telephone when the state is unacceptable, wherein the
controller vesides with the service provider.

59. The system of claim 58 wherein the global positioning
svstem (GPS) for establishing a state of the vehicle further
comprises the global positioning system (GPS) for estab-
lishing a position of the telephone within the vehicle.

60. The system of claim 59 wherein the position in the
vehicle is a location within a driver/passenger compartment
of the vehicle.

61. The system of claim 60, wherein the driver/passenger
compartment of the vehicle comprises a dviver’s quadrant of
the vehicle.

62. A system for selectively at least partially disabling
non-emergency use of a wireless telephone in a vehicle, the
system comprising:

the wireless telephone;

the vehicle;

a controller for establishing that the use is emergency or
non-emevgency use;

one or more of a gearshift selector, an emergency brake
sensor. a motion detector a vehicle state sensor a
weight sensor in a seat, a set of signal triangulation
sensors, or an interface with a centralized vehicle
computer for establishing a state of the vehicle as
moving or engaged to be moved as being acceptable or
unacceptable for non-emergency use of the telephone;

a receiver/transmitter for communicating the state to a
service provider for the wireless telephone; and

a controller for disabling non-emergency use of the
telephone when the state is unacceptable, wherein the
controller vesides with the service provider for the
wireless telephone.

63. The system of claim 62 wherein the one or more of a
gearshift selector, an emergency brake sensor, a motion
detector, a vehicle state sensor, a weight sensor in a seat, a
set of signal triangulation sensors, ov an interface with a
centralized vehicle computer for establishing a state of the
vehicle as moving or engaged to be moved as being accept-
able or unacceptable for non-emergency use of the tele-
phone comprises a motion detector.

64. The stand-alone electronic device of claim 24 wherein
the predetermined set of conditions further comprises a
condition indicative of a state of the vehicle as moving or
engaged to be moved.

65. The stand-alone electronic device of claim 25 wherein
the input indicating that the predetermined set of conditions
has been satisfied further comprises a condition indicative of
a state of the vehicle as moving or engaged to be moved.

66. The stand-alone electronic device of claim 26 wherein
the communication indicating the state of the vehicle as
moving or engaged to be moved is received from one or more
of a gearshift selector, an emergency brake sensor, a motion
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detector, a weight sensor in a seat, a set of signal triangu-
lation sensors, and an interface with a centralized vehicle
compulier.

67. The stand-alone electronic device of claim 66 wherein
the one or more of a gearshift selector, an emergency brake °
sensor, a motion detector, a weight sensor in a seat, a set of
signal triangulation sensors, and an interface with a cen-
tralized vehicle computer comprises the motion detector.

68. The stand-alone electronic device of claim 66 wherein
the one or more of a gearshift selector, an emergency brake
sensor, a motion detector, a weight sensor in a seat, a set of
signal triangulation sensor, and an interface with a central-
ized vehicle computer comprises the interface with a cen-
tralized vehicle computer.

69. The stand-alone electronic device of claim 66 wherein
the one or more of a gearshift selector, an emergency brake
sensor, a motion detector, a weight sensor in a seat, a set of
signal triangulation sensors, and an interface with a cen-
tralized vehicle computer comprises the set of signal trian- >0
gulation sensors.

70. The stand-alone electronic device of claim 67 wherein
the motion detector comprises a speedometer.

71. The stand-alone electronic device of claim 67 wherein

the motion detector comprises an axel ov wheel rotation 25
detector.

72. The program of claim 31, wherein the establishing a
state of the set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied
comprises determining if a vehicle is moving with a global
positioning system (GPS). 30

73. The program of claim 31, wherein the establishing a
state of the set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied
comprises receiving an input from one or movre of a gearshift
selector, an emergency brake sensov, a motion detector, a
vehicle state sensor, a weight sensor in a seat, a set of signal 35
triangulation sensors, and an interface with a centralized
vehicle computer to determine if the vehicle is moving or
engaged to be moved.

74. The program of claim 31, wherein the establishing a
state of the set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied 40
receiving an input from one or more sensors to detevmine if
the vehicle is moving or engaged to be moved.

75. The program of claim 31, wherein the establishing a
state of the set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied
comprises rveceiving an input from an interface with a 45
centralized vehicle computer to determine if a vehicle is
moving or engaged to be moved.

76. The program of claim 31, wherein the predetermined
position in a vehicle comprises a location within the vehicle.

77. The program of claim 31, wherein the predetermined 50
position in a vehicle comprises a location within a driver/
passenger portion of the vehicle.

78. The program of claim 31, wherein the predetermined
position in a vehicle comprises a location within a vehicle
operator portion of the vehicle. 55

79. The program of claim 31, further comprising a signal
detector.

80. The program of claim 79, wherein the signal detector
is located at a predetermined position in a vehicle, and
wherein the establishing a state of the set of conditions as 60
being satisfied or unsatisfied comprises determining a loca-
tion of the wireless telephone with the signal detector.

81. The program of claim 80, wherein the establishing a
state of the set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied
comprises determining a location of the wireless telephone 65
with the signal detector based on at least one of character-
istics of the signal and divection of a signal.
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82. The program of claim 81, wherein the characteristics
of the signal include one or more of frequency information,
amplitude information, digital information, analog informa-
tion, and pattern information.

83. The program of claim 31, wherein the sending the
communication to the, wireless telephone, a service provider

Jor the wireless telephone, or a combination thereof, com-

prises sending the communication to the wireless telephone.
84. The program of claim 31, wherein the sending the
communication to the, wireless telephone, a service provider

Jor the wireless telephone, or a combination thereof, com-

prises sending the communication to service provider.

85. The program of claim 31, wherein the establishing a
state of the set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied
comprises receiving information indicative of the vehicle in
a power on condition.

86. The program of claim 31, wherein the establishing a
state of the set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied
comprises receiving an input from an interface with a
centralized vehicle computer.

87. The program of claim 31, wherein the computer
program products resides at least in part on the wireless
telephone.

88. The program of claim 31, wherein the computer
program product vesides on the wireless telephone and
wherein the establishing a state of the set of conditions as
being satisfied or unsatisfied comprises detecting a location
of the wireless telephone in the vehicle.

89. The program of claim 56, wherein the predetermined
position in a vehicle comprises a location within the vehicle.

90. The program of claim 56, wherein the establishing a
state of the predetermined set of conditions as being satisfied
or unsatisfied comprises determining if a vehicle is moving
with a global positioning system (GPS).

91. The program of claim 56, wherein the establishing a
state of the predetermined set of conditions as being satisfied
or unsatisfied comprises veceiving an input from one ov more
of a gearshift selector, an emergency brake sensor, a motion
detector, a vehicle state sensor, a weight sensor in a seat, a
set of signal triangulation sensors, and an interface with a
centralized vehicle computer to determine if the vehicle is
moving or engaged to be moved.

92. The program of claim 56, wherein the establishing a
state of the predetermined set of conditions as being satisfied
or unsatisfied comprises veceiving an input from one ov more
sensors to determine if the vehicle is moving or engaged to
be moved.

93. The program of claim 56, wherein the establishing a
state of the predetermined set of conditions as being satisfied
or unsatisfied comprises veceiving an input from an interface
with a centralized vehicle computer to determine if the
vehicle is moving or engaged to be moved.

94. The program of claim 56, wherein the predetermined
position in a vehicle comprises a location within the vehicle.

95. The program of claim 56, wherein the predetermined
position in a vehicle comprises a location within a driver/
passenger position of the vehicle.

96. The program of claim 56, wherein the predetermined
position in a vehicle comprises a location within a driver
position of the vehicle.

97. The program of claim 56, further comprising a signal
detector.

98. The program of claim 97, whevein the signal detector
is located at a predetermined position in the vehicle, and
wherein the establishing a state of the set of conditions as
being satisfied or unsatisfied comprises determining a loca-
tion of the wireless telephone with the signal detector.
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99. The program of claim 98, wherein the signal detector
comprises at least three signal detectors.

100. The program of claim 97, wherein the establishing a
state of the set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied
comprises determining a location of the wireless telephone
with the signal detector based on at least one of a strength
and divection of a signal.

101. The program of claim 56, whervein the sending the
communication to cause at least one feature to be disabled
of the wireless telephone having a plurality of features to the
wireless telephone comprises sending the communication to
the wireless telephone.

102. The program of claim 56, wherein the sending the
communication to cause at least one feature to be disabled
of the wireless telephone having a plurality of features to the
wireless telephone comprises sending the communication to
a service provider.

103. The program of claim 56, wherein the computer
program products resides at least in part on the wireless
telephone.

104. The program of claim 56, wherein the computer
program products resides at least in part on the service
provider.

105. The program of claim 56, wherein the computer
program product vesides in the wireless telephone.

106. The program of claim 56, wherein the establishing a
state of the predetermined set of conditions as being satisfied
or unsatisfied comprises receiving an input having informa-
tion indicative of the predetermined set of conditions being
satisfied.

107. The program of claim 106, wherein the input com-
prises a signal.

108. The program of claim 106, wherein the input com-
prises information indicative the vehicle is moving or
engaged.

109. The program of claim 108, wherein the information
indicative of the vehicle is moving or engaged comprises
information indicative of a power on state of the vehicle.

110. The program of claim 106, wherein the input com-
prises information indicative of the location of the wireless
telephone within a predetermined position in a vehicle.

111. The program of claim 106, wherein the sending the
communication to cause at least one feature to be disabled
of the wireless telephone having a plurality of features to the
wireless telephone comprises an internal communication on
the wireless telephone.

112. The program of claim 111, wherein the predeter-
mined position in a vehicle is a location within the vehicle.

113. The program of claim 56, wherein the establishing a
state of the predetermined set of conditions as being satisfied
or unsatisfied comprises rveceiving an input on the wireless

telephone having information indicative of the location of

the wireless telephone within a predetermined position in a
vehicle that is moving or engaged to be moved.

114. The program of claim 56, wherein the establishing a
state of the predetermined set of conditions as being satisfied
or unsatisfied comprises receiving an input on the computer
program product indicating the predetermined set of con-
ditions as being satisfied ov unsatisfied.

115. The program of claim 113, wherein the sending the
communication to cause at least one feature to be disabled
of the wireless telephone having a plurality of features to the
wireless telephone comprises sending the communication on
the wireless telephone.

116. The program of claim 56, wherein the sending the
communication to cause at least one feature to be disabled
of the wireless telephone having a plurality of features to the
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wireless telephone comprises sending the communication
from an internal component of the wireless telephone to
another internal component of the wireless telephone.

117. The program of claim 56, wherein the sending the
communication to cause at least one featuve to be disabled
of the wireless telephone having a plurality of features to the
wireless telephone comprises sending the communication to
a component of the wireless telephone.

118. The program of claim 56, whevein the sending the
communication to cause at least one feature to be disabled
of the wireless telephone having a plurality of features to the
wireless telephone comprises sending an internal commu-
nication within the wireless telephone.

119. The program of claim 56, whevein the sending the
communication to cause at least one feature to be disabled
of the wireless telephone having a plurality of features to the
wireless telephone and the establishing a state of the pre-
determined set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied
is done within the wireless telephone.

120. The program of claim 56, wherein the establishing a
state of the predetermined set of conditions as being satisfied
or unsatisfied comprises establishing a state of the prede-
termined set of conditions as being satisfied ov unsatisfied
within the wireless telephone.

121. The program of claim 56, further comprising the step
of connecting the wireless telephone to vehicle electronics
by temporarily wiring the wireless telephone to a vehicle.

122. The program of claim 121, wherein the step of
establishing a state of the predetermined set of conditions as
being satisfied or unsatisfied comprises establishing, within
the wireless telephone, a state of the predetermined set of
conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied.

123. The program of claim 121, wherein the step of
sending the communication to cause at least one feature to
be disabled of the wireless telephone having a plurality of
Jeatures to the wireless telephone comprises sending the
communication from the vehicle over the wire to the wireless
telephone.

124. The program of claim 121, whervein the step of
establishing a state of the predetermined set of conditions as
being satisfied or unsatisfied comprises establishing, exter-
nally to the wireless telephone, a state of the predetermined
set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied.

125. The program of claim 56, wherein the step of sending
the communication to cause at least one feature to be
disabled of the wireless telephone having a plurality of
Jeatures to the wireless telephone comprises sending the
communication from a vehicle to the wireless telephone.

126. The program of claim 56, wherein the step of
establishing a state of the predetermined set of conditions as
being satisfied or unsatisfied comprises establishing, exter-
nally to the wireless telephone, a state of the predetermined
set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied.

127. The program of claim 116, wherein the internal
component comprises a receiver/transmitter on the wireless
device and the another component comprises a controller on
the wireless device.

[28. The program of claim 83, wherein the sending the
communication to cause at least one feature to be disabled
of the wireless telephone having a plurality of features to the
wireless telephone comprises sending the communication
from an internal component of the wireless telephone to
another internal component of the wireless telephone.

[29. The program of claim 83, wherein the sending the
communication to cause at least one feature to be disabled
of the wireless telephone having a plurality of features to the
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wireless telephone comprises sending the communication to
a component of the wireless telephone.

130. The program of claim 83, wherein the sending the
communication to cause at least one feature to be disabled
of the wireless telephone having a plurality of features to the
wireless telephone comprises sending an internal commu-
nication within the wireless telephone.

131. The method of claim 83, wherein the sending the
communication to cause at least one feature to be disabled
of the wireless telephone having a plurality of features to the
wireless telephone and the establishing a state of the pre-
determined set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied
is done within the wireless telephone.

132. The program of claim 83, wherein the establishing a
state of the predetermined set of conditions as being satisfied
or unsatisfied comprises establishing a state of the prede-
termined set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied
within the wireless telephone.

133. The program of claim 83, further comprising the step

of connecting the wireless telephone to vehicle electronics 29

by temporarily wiring the wireless telephone to a vehicle.

134. The program of claim 133, wherein the step of
establishing a state of the predetermined set of conditions as
being satisfied or unsatisfied comprises establishing, within
the wireless telephone, a state of the predetermined set o
conditions as being satisfied ov unsatisfied.

135. The program of claim 133, wherein the step of
sending the communication to cause at least one feature to
be disabled of the wireless telephone having a plurality of

features to the wireless telephone comprises sending the 3Y

communication from the vehicle over the wire to the wireless
telephone.

136. The program of claim 133, wherein the step of
establishing a state of the predetermined set of conditions as
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being satisfied or unsatisfied comprises establishing, exter- 33

nally to the wireless telephone, a state of the predetermined
set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied.

137. The program of claim 83, wherein the step of sending
the communication to cause at least one feature to be

disabled of the wireless telephone having a plurality of Y

Jeatures to the wireless telephone comprises sending the
communication from a vehicle to the wireless telephone.
138. The program of claim 83, wherein the step of

establishing a state of the predetermined set of conditions as

being satisfied or unsatisfied comprises establishing, exter- 4>

nally to the wireless telephone, a state of the predetermined
set of conditions as being satisfied or unsatisfied.

22

139. The controller of claim 30, wherein the means for
sending the communication to the wireless telephone, sev-
vice provider for the wireless telephone, or a combination
thereof, if the set of conditions are satisfied comprises a
component on the wireless telephone.

140. The controller of claim 30, wherein the global
positing system (GPS) is on the telephone.

141. The program of claim 56, wherein the communica-
tion comprises a wireless signal.

142. The program of claim 141, wherein the wireless
signal comprises digital information.

143. The program of claim 142, wherein the digital
information comprises information indicative of an identi-
fication of the wireless device.

144. The program of claim 142, wherein the digital
information comprises information configured to cause the
at least one feature to be disabled of the wireless telephone
having a plurality of features to the wireless telephone.

145. The program of claim 141, wherein the communi-
cation comprises a two-way communication.

146. The program of claim 145, wherein the two-way
communication comprises digital information.

147. The program of claim 31, wherein the communica-
tion comprises a wireless signal.

148. The program of claim 147, wherein the wireless
signal comprises digital information.

149. The program of claim 148, wherein the digital
information comprises information indicative of an identi-
fication of the wireless device.

150. The program of claim 148, wherein the digital
information comprises information configured to cause the
at least one feature to be disabled of the wireless telephone
having a plurality of features to the wireless telephone.

151. The program of claim 147, whevein the communi-
cation comprises a two-way communication.

152. The program of claim 151, wherein the two-way
communication comprises digital information.

153. The controller of claim 30, wherein the communi-
cation comprises a two-way communication.

154. The controller of claim 153, wherein the two-way
communication comprises digital information.

155. The system of claim 15, wherein the communicating
the state to a service provider for the wireless telephone
comprises a two-way communication.

156. The system of claim 155, wherein the two-way
communication comprises digital information.
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