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(57) ABSTRACT

An electrical fitting to secure multiple non-metallic electri-

cal cables has a body having a first end for insertion 1into an
clectrical panel box or to receive conduit, and a second end
having an opening with apertures formed near a periphery
thereof, the body having a hollow interior for passage of
cables, and a cable securing device having a plate dimen-
sioned to mount to the body and clamping devices, each
having a pair of resilient clamp fingers to secure at least one
cable, each finger having a terminating end adjacent the
terminating end of the other finger, a pair of squeezable arms
extending to facilitate cable insertion and removal, and a
pair of anchoring fingers extending from the first surface of
the plate, each anchoring finger having a protruding member
to snap 1nto one of the apertures so as to secure the cable

securing device especially when the arms are squeezed.

26 Claims, 16 Drawing Sheets
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ELECTRICAL FITTING FOR
NON-METALLIC ELECTRICAL CABLE

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ]| appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough
indicates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to electrical fittings for
securing non-metallic (NM) sheath electrical conductor
cables to an electrical panel box or to an electrical metallic
tubing (EMT) or rigid conduit and specifically such a fitting,
for use with securing multiple non-metallic electrical cables
to such devices.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

There are a number of prior art devices directed to
securing two electrical cables to a panel box via a knockout
hole or as a transition fitting for connecting two electrical
cables to an EMT or rigid conduit. These devices, sometimes
referred to as duplex electrical connectors or duplex elec-
trical fittings, can provide for the connection of two elec-
trical cables so as to allow the passage of electrical conduc-
tors within those cables into either a panel box or into an
EMT or rigid conduit. Such fittings have typically been used
with armored clad (AC) cables and metal clad (MC) cables.
It has been realized that there 1s a need 1n certain situations
for fittings that can accommodate more than two electrical
cables.

Furthermore, although there are non-metallic (NM) elec-
trical cable connectors for securing NM cable to electrical
panel boxes and the like, such connectors have typically
provided a single access region for securing one or more
clectrical cables (see, for example, U.S. Pat. Nos. 5,374,017
and 7,211,744). There 1s a need for an electrical fitting that
provides easy insertion and removal of NM electrical cables
and especially for an electrical fitting able to accommodate
multiple NM cables.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An embodiment of the present invention 1s an electrical
fitting to secure multiple non-metallic electrical (NM)
cables, comprising a body having a first end having a bore
formed therethrough either dimensioned for insertion into a
knockout hole of an electrical panel box or the like or
dimensioned to receive an electrical metallic tubing or rigid
conduit, and a second end having an opening formed therein
and with apertures formed near a periphery thereol, the body
having a hollow iterior for passage ol non-metallic elec-
trical cables therethrough, and a cable securing device
having a plate dimensioned to mount to the body at the
second end of the body, and a plurality of clamping devices
integrally formed with the plate, each clamping device
having a pair of clamp fingers extending from a first surface
of the plate, each finger of the pair of clamp fingers having
a terminating end adjacent the terminating end of the other
clamp finger of said pair of clamp fingers, each pair of clamp
fingers dimensioned to allow passage of at least one NM
clectrical cable between said terminating ends, the clamp
fingers dimensioned for resilient movement relative to each
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other so as to grasp an NM electrical cable or cables passing
between the terminating ends thereof, a pair of arms inte-
grally formed at a second end of each clamp finger and
extending beyond a second surface of the plate, the arms
dimensioned for squeezing, and a pair of anchoring fingers
integrally formed with the pair of clamp fingers and arms,
said anchoring fingers extending from the first surface of the
plate, each anchoring finger having a protruding member
formed on an end of said anchoring finger, each protruding
member dimensioned for receipt in one of the apertures
formed 1n the body, wherein each protruding member 1is
urged toward the body when the arms of the clamping device
are squeezed together while the terminating ends of the
clamp fingers are correspondingly moved away from each
other, thereby facilitating insertion of a cable or cables
between the terminating ends of the clamp fingers or release
of a cable or cables secured by the terminating ends of the
clamp fingers, while simultaneously securing the clamping
device to the body during squeezing of the arms.

Another embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein each clamp
finger has at least one ridge formed thereon facing toward
the other clamp finger of said pair of clamp fingers, said at
least one ridge of each clamp finger to facilitate grasping of
an electrical cable.

A further embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the cable
securing device 1s fabricated from nylon.

A still further embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the nylon 1s
nylon 6-6.

Another embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the nylon 1s
nylon 6-12.

A further embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the first end of
the body has a cylindrical shape with threads on an exterior
of the first end, the first end dimensioned for receipt of a
locking nut so as to secure the fitting to a panel box or the
like after insertion through a knockout of the panel box or

the like.

A further embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the first end of
the body has a cylindrical shape with extending flexible tabs
formed thereon for snap-in engagement to a panel box or the
like when inserted into a knockout hole of the panel box or
the like.

A still further embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the first end has
a flange formed thereon in proximity to the tabs so as to
facilitate said snap-in engagement.

Another embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the first end of
the body 1s cylindrical 1n shape dimensioned for receipt of
a metallic sleeve thereover and having at least one opening
formed therein, the metallic sleeve providing additional
structural rigidity to the first end of the body, the sleeve
having a threaded hole formed therein alignable with the at
least one opening formed in the first end of the body for
passage ol a fastener so as to secure an electrical metallic
tubing or rigid conduit when placed within the bore formed
in {irst end of the plastic body.

A further embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the body 1s
formed from plastic.
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A Turther embodiment of the present invention is the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the plastic 1s
polyvinylchlonde.

A still further embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the body 1s
tabricated from die cast zinc or die cast aluminum.

Another embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the plurality of
clamping devices equals three.

A Turther embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the plurality of
clamping devices equals two.

Another embodiment of the present invention 1s a cable
securing device comprising a plate dimensioned to mount to
a body of an electrical fitting, and a plurality of clamping
devices integrally formed with the plate, each clamping
device having a pair of clamp fingers extending from a first
surface of the plate, each finger of the pair of clamp fingers
having a terminating end adjacent the terminating end of the
other clamp finger of said pair of clamp fingers, each pair of
clamp fingers dimensioned to allow passage of at least one
non-metallic (INM) electrical cable between said terminating
ends, the clamp fingers dimensioned for resilient movement
relative to each other so as to grasp an NM electrical cable
or cables passing between the terminating ends thereof, a
pair of arms 1ntegrally formed at a second end of each clamp
finger and extending beyond a second surface of the plate,
the arms dimensioned for squeezing, and a pair of anchoring,
fingers integrally formed with the pair of clamp fingers and
arms, said anchoring fingers extending from the first surface
of the plate, each anchoring finger having a protruding
member formed on an end of said anchoring finger, each
protruding member dimensioned for receipt 1n an aperture
formed 1n a body of an electrical fitting, wherein each
protruding member 1s urged toward the body when the plate
1s mounted to the body and when the arms of the clamping
device are squeezed together while the terminating ends of
the clamp fingers are correspondingly moved away from
cach other, thereby facilitating insertion of a cable or cables
between the terminating ends of the clamp fingers or release
ol a cable or cables secured by the terminating ends of the
clamp fingers, while simultaneously securing the clamping
device to the body during squeezing of the arms.

A Turther embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein each clamp
finger has at least one ridge formed thereon facing toward
the other clamp finger of said pair of clamp fingers, said at
least one ridge of each clamp finger to facilitate grasping of
an electrical cable.

A still turther embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the cable
securing device 1s fabricated from nylon.

A further embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the nylon 1s
nylon 6-6.

A still further embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the nylon 1s
nylon 6-12.

Another embodiment of the present invention i1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the plurality of

clamping devices equals three.

Another embodiment of the present invention 1s the
clectrical fitting as described above, wherein the plurality of
clamping devices equals two.
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a fuller understanding of the nature and objects of the
present 1nvention, reference 1s made to the following
detailed description taken 1n connection with the following
drawings in which:

FIG. 1 1s an exploded front perspective view ol an
clectrical fitting for securing non-metallic multiple cables
according to an embodiment of the present invention, spe-
cifically where the fitting 1s for connection to an electrical
panel box or the like and specifically having three clamping
devices.

FIG. 2 1s a front perspective view of the electrical fitting
in its assembled form corresponding to the embodiment
shown 1n FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s a top view of the electrical fitting as shown 1n
FIG. 2, the bottom view being a mirror image thereof.

FIG. 4 1s a right side view of the electrical fitting as shown
in FIGS. 1-3, the left side view being a mirror image thereof.

FIG. 5 1s a rear view of the electrical fitting as shown 1n
FIGS. 1-4.

FIG. 6 1s a front view of the electrical fitting as shown 1n
FIGS. 1-5.

FIG. 7 1s a rear perspective view of a cable securing
device shown 1n FIG. 1, but from a rear perspective view.

FIG. 8 1s a rear view of the cable securing device shown
in FIG. 7.

FIG. 9 1s a cross-sectional view of the electrical fitting
taken along line 9-9 of FIG. 3.

FIG. 10 1s a cross-sectional view of the cable securing
device taken along line 10-10 of FIG. 8.

FIG. 11 1s a cross-sectional view of the electrical fitting
taken along line 11-11 of FIG. 2.

FIGS. 12, 13 and 14 are enlarged cross-sectional views of
the electrical fitting taken along the region about the cable
securing device, illustrating how a non-metallic electrical
cable 1s 1nserted 1nto the cable securing device and how the
removal of the electrical cable 1s facilitated as specifically
shown 1n FIG. 14.

FIG. 15 1s an enlarged cross-sectional view similar to
those shown 1n FIGS. 12-14 of the electrical fitting 1n which
a non-metallic electrical cable of a larger size 1s 1nserted into
the fitting as compared to the NM electrical cables shown in
FIGS. 12-14.

FIG. 16 1s an enlarged cross-section view similar to those
shown 1n FIGS. 12-14 of the electrical fitting 1n which two
NM cables are mserted into the fitting.

FIG. 17 1s a partially cutaway view of the electrical fitting,
iserted mto a panel box via a knockout hole therein.

FIG. 18 15 a cross-sectional view of the electrical fitting
and panel box taken along line 18-18 of FIG. 17.

FIG. 19 shows an embodiment of the electrical fitting
similar to that shown 1n FIG. 2, but having a snap-on first
end for mnsertion 1mnto a knockout hole of an electrical panel
box.

FIG. 20 1s a front view of the embodiment shown 1n FIG.
19.

FIG. 21 1s a right side view of the embodiment shown 1n
FIG. 19, the lett side view being a mirror image thereof.

FIG. 22 1s a top view of the embodiment shown 1n FIG.

19, the bottom view being a mirror 1image thereof.

FIG. 23 15 an enlarged cross-sectional view of the first end
of the embodiment shown 1n FIG. 19 taken along line 23-23
of FIG. 22.
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FIG. 24 1s an exploded front perspective view ol an
embodiment of the electrical fitting similar to FIG. 1, but

having two clamping devices configured to secure two (or
more) NM electrical cables.

FI1G. 25 1s a top view of an embodiment of the electrical
fitting as shown 1n FIG. 24, the bottom view being a mirror
image thereof.

FIG. 26 1s a right side view of an embodiment of the
clectrical fitting shown 1n FIG. 24, the left side view being
a mirror 1mage thereof.

FIG. 27 1s a rear view of the electrical fitting as shown 1n
FIG. 24.

FIG. 28 1s an exploded front perspective view of another
embodiment of the electrical fitting (transition fitting) par-
ticularly suited for connection to an electrical metallic
tubing or rigid conduit.

FI1G. 29 1s a front perspective view of the electrical fitting
as shown in FIG. 28.

FI1G. 30 1s a side view of the embodiment of the electrical
fitting shown 1 FIG. 29 connected to an electrical metallic
tubing or rigid conduit.

FI1G. 31 1s a cross-sectional view of the embodiment of the

clectrical fitting shown 1n FIG. 30 taken along line 31-31 of
FIG. 30.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

An embodiment of an electrical fitting 20 to secure
multiple non-metallic (NM) cables 70 1s shown 1n FIGS.
1-18. FIGS. 1 and 2 are perspective views of this fitting with
FIG. 1 being an exploded perspective view of the assembled
fitting shown 1n FIG. 2.

The fitting has a body 22 with a hollow interior 23 and a
cable securing device 24. The body has a first end 26 with
a bore 27 formed therein forming part of the hollow 1nterior
23. The first end may be cylindrical with threads 28 on 1ts
exterior for threaded attachment of a nut 30 so as to secure
the body to an electrical panel box 36 through a knockout
hole 38 formed in the panel box. This 1s best seen 1n FIGS.
17 and 18 where e¢lectrical wires 71 of cable 70 are shown
extending through fitting 20 into panel box 36.

FIGS. 1 and 9 show that the body also has a second end
40 with apertures 42 formed 1n the body in proximity to the
second end of the body. The second end of the body may
include a peripheral flange 44. Visual mspection ports 43
allow for ispection of cables 70 secured to the electrical
fitting as seen 1 FIGS. 13, 15 and 16, for example. The body
may also include strengthening ribs 46 on each side of the
body.

Body 22 may be molded from plastic, such as polyvinyl-
chloride (PVC) or 1t can be fabricated from other materials,
including die cast zinc or die cast aluminum, for example.

FIG. 1 shows that the cable securing device 24 has a plate
50 to which a plurality of clamping devices 52 are integrally
tormed. The plate 1s dimensioned to mount to the body at the
second end 40 of the body. As seen in F1IGS. 9 and 11, second
end 40 of body 22 may include a cutout step 41 for receipt
of plate 50.

Each clamping device 52 has a pair of clamp fingers 56
cach with a terminating end 57. The clamp fingers of each
pair are able to resiliently move relative to each other. The
terminating ends of each pair of clamp fingers are adjacent
cach other and allow one or more NM cables 70 to pass
therebetween as seen 1 FIGS. 12-16, with the clamp fingers
resiliently pressing against the cable(s) passing therebe-
tween. The clamp fingers may include one or more ridges 39

to help grasp an NM cable 70 as seen 1 FIGS. 12-16. The
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clamp fingers extend from a first surface 58 of plate 50. A
pair of arms 60 are integrally (monolithically) formed with
the clamp fingers 56 at a second end 64 of the clamp fingers
and extend from a second surface 62 of plate 50 as seen 1n
FIGS. 7 and 12-16. When the arms are squeezed together 1n
the direction of arrows 66, the clamp fingers 36 move away
from each other so that their terminating ends 37 move away
from each other as seen by arrow 68 shown 1n FI1G. 7. In this
manner, the insertion/removal of a non-metallic electrical
cable 70 into/out of fitting 20 can be facilitated, as seen 1n
FIGS. 12-14.

Each clamping device 52 also includes a pair of anchoring,
fingers 69 which also extending from first surface 58 of plate
50. Each anchoring finger 69 has a projecting member 72
dimensioned to snap {it into an aperture 42 1n body 22. Thus,
the cable securing device 1s assembled 1nto the body via the
snap-in action of the projecting members snapping into

apertures 42 as best seen 1 FIGS. 2, 3, 9 and 12-16.

FIGS. 12-16 show that due to the resilient movement of
the clamp fingers 56, NM electrical cables of diflerent sizes
and multiple electrical cables, as shown in FIG. 16, can be
readily accommodated.

The overall operation of this fitting 1s best seen 1n FIGS.
7 and 12-14. As seen 1n FIGS. 7 and 12, when arms 60 are
squeezed toward each other, as shown by arrows 66, the
terminating ends 57 of clamp fingers 56 move away from
cach other as shown by arrow 68. Simultaneously, projecting
members 72 of anchoring fingers 69 are urged against
apertures 42 1 body 22 as shown by arrows 74. This
cllectively enhances the anchoring of clamping devices 52
to body 22 and thus the overall cable securing device 24 to
body 22 when arms 60 are squeezed together either during
isertion of an electrical cable 70 into the fitting 20 (see
arrow 80 1n FIG. 12), or when an electrical cable 70 1s being

pulled from the fitting 20 (see arrow 82 in FIG. 14).

Thus, the 1nsertion and removal of the NM electrical cable
relative to the fitting 1s shown i FIGS. 12 and 14 by arrows
80 and 82 respectively. This enhanced securement of the
cable securing device 24 relative to body 22 1s achieved
without the need for fasteners of any sort since the cable

securing device 1s positioned and held 1n place relative to
housing 20 by the protruding members 72 on anchoring
fingers 69 of the associated clamping devices 52.

The cable securing device can be made from various
materials, including thermoplastics. The clamping devices
are preferably fabricated from nylon (such as nylon 6-6,
sometimes referred to as nylon 6,6) in order to have the
strength and flexibility to grasp NM cables. Nylon 6-12 may
also be used to fabricate the cable securing device. This
material 1s less hygroscopic than nylon 6-6 and therefore
maybe 1s less susceptible to molding processing 1ssues (1.€.,
too much heat or too much moisture, etc.) which can cause
brittleness 1n the molded cable securing device. Other ther-
moplastics having similar properties to nylon 6-6 or nylon
6-12 may also be used. The entire cable securing device can
be fabricated from the same material, such as nylon 6-6.

FIGS. 19-23 illustrate an embodiment of the present
invention 20' 1n which the first end 26' of body 22 can have
flexible extending members 90 and an associated flange 92
sO as to snap-in connect the fitting to a knockout hole 38 1n
an electrical panel box 36 as best seen 1n FIG. 23.

FIGS. 24-27 show an embodiment of the connector fitting,
for multiple non-metallic electrical cables 1n which the cable
securing device 24 incorporates two clamping devices 32.
Other embodiments of the present invention can incorporate
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four or more clamping devices and an embodiment with a
single clamping device 1s contemplated within the scope of
the present ivention.

FIGS. 28-31 show an embodiment of the fitting 20" for
transitioning multiple non-metallic electrical cables to an
clectrical metallic tubing (EMT) or rigid conduit 94 as
specifically shown 1n FIGS. 30 and 31. This embodiment of
the electrical fitting (sometimes called an electrical transi-
tion {itting) has a first end 26" which includes at least one
opening 100 passing therethrough for passage of a retaining
screw 102 so as to secure the EMT 94 or rigid conduit 94 to
the transition fitting 20". This embodiment incorporates a
metallic sleeve 104 with a threaded boss 106. The sleeve can
be pressed onto or glued or otherwise secured to first end
26". The sleeve provides additional structural rigidity to the
transition fitting so as to securely retain the EMT or rigid
conduit.

While there have been shown and described and pointed
out fundamental novel features of the invention as applied to
preferred embodiments thereot, 1t will be understood that
various omissions and substitutions and changes 1n the form
and details of the devices and methods described may be
made by those skilled in the art without departing from the
spirit of the invention. For example, 1t 1s expressly intended
that all combinations of those elements and/or method steps
which perform substantially the same function 1n substan-
tially the same way to achieve the same results are within the
scope ol the mvention. Moreover, 1t should be recognized
that structures and/or elements and/or method steps shown
and/or described 1n connection with any disclosed form or
embodiment of the invention may be incorporated 1n any
other disclosed or described or suggested form or embodi-
ment as a general matter of design choice. It 1s the mtention,
therefore, to be limited only as indicated by the scope of the
claims appended hereto. Furthermore, in the claims means-
plus-function clauses are itended to cover the structures
described herein as performing the recited function and not
only structural equivalents, but also equivalent structures.
Thus although a nail and a screw may not be structural
equivalents in that a nail employs a cylindrical surface to
secure wooden parts together, whereas a screw employs a
helical surface, 1n the environment of fastening wooden
parts, a nail and a screw may be equivalent structures.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An electrical fitting to secure multiple non-metallic
clectrical (NM) cables, comprising:

a body having a first end having a bore formed there-
through either dimensioned for 1nsertion into a knock-
out hole of an electrical panel box [or the like] or
dimensioned to recerve an electrical metallic tubing or
rigid conduit, and a second end having an opening
formed therein and with apertures formed near a
periphery thereot, the body having a hollow interior for
passage ol non-metallic electrical cables therethrough;
and

a cable securing device having:

a plate dimensioned to mount to the body at the second
end of the body, and
a plurality of clamping devices mtegrally formed with
the plate, each clamping device having
a pair of clamp fingers extending from a first surface
of the plate, each finger of the pair of clamp
fingers having a terminating end adjacent the
terminating end of the other clamp finger of said
pair of clamp fingers, each pair of clamp fingers
dimensioned to allow passage of at least one NM
clectrical cable between said terminating ends, the
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clamp fingers dimensioned for resilient movement
relative to each other so as to grasp an NM
clectrical cable or cables passing between the
terminating ends thereof,

a pair of arms integrally formed at a second end of
cach clamp finger and extending beyond a second
surface of the plate, the arms dimensioned for
squeezing, and

a pair of anchoring fingers integrally formed with the
pair ol clamp fingers and arms, said anchoring
fingers extending from the first surface of the
plate, each anchoring finger having a protruding
member formed on an end of said anchoring
finger, each protruding member dimensioned for
receipt 1n one of the apertures formed 1n the body;

wherein each protruding member 1s urged toward the
body when the arms of the clamping device are
squeezed together while the terminating ends of
the clamp fingers are correspondingly moved
away from each other, thereby facilitating inser-
tion of a cable or cables between the terminating
ends of the clamp fingers or release of a cable or
cables secured by the terminating ends of the
clamp fingers, while simultaneously securing the
clamping device to the body during squeezing of
the arms.

2. The electrical fitting according to claim 1, wherein each
clamp finger has at least one ridge formed thereon facing
toward the other clamp finger of said pair of clamp fingers,
said at least one ridge of each clamp finger to facilitate
grasping ol an electrical cable.

3. The electrical fitting according to claim 2, wherein the
cable securing device 1s fabricated from nylon.

4. The electrical fitting according to claim 3, wherein the
nylon 1s nylon 6-6.

5. The electrical fitting according to claim 3, wherein the
nylon 1s nylon 6-12.

6. The electrical fitting according to claim 1, wherein the
first end of the body has a cylindrical shape with threads on
an exterior of the first end, the first end dimensioned for
receipt of a locking nut so as to secure the fitting to a panel
box [or the like] after insertion through a knockout of the
panel box [or the like].

7. The electrical fitting according to claim 1, wherein the
first end of the body has a cylindrical shape with extending
flexible tabs formed thereon for snap-in engagement to a
panel box [or the like] when inserted into a knockout hole of
the panel box [or the like].

8. The electrical fitting according to claim 7, wherein the
first end has a flange formed thereon 1n proximity to the tabs
so as to facilitate said snap-in engagement.

9. The electrical fitting according to claim 1, wherein the
first end of the body 1s cylindrical in shape dimensioned for
receipt of a metallic sleeve thereover and having at least one
opening formed therein, the metallic sleeve providing addi-
tional structural rigidity to the first end of the body, the
sleeve having a threaded hole formed therein alignable with
the at least one opening formed 1n the first end of the body
for passage of a fastener so as to secure an electrical metallic
tubing or rigid conduit when placed within the bore formed
in {irst end of the plastic body.

10. The electrical fitting according to claim 1, wherein the
body 1s formed from plastic.

11. The electrical fitting according to claim 10, wherein
the plastic 1s polyvinylchlonde.

12. The electrical fitting according to claim 1, wherein the
body 1s fabricated from die cast zinc or die cast aluminum.
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13. The electrical fitting according to claim 1, wherein the

plurality of clamping devices equals three.

14. The electrical fitting according to claim 1, wherein the

plurality of clamping devices equals two.

15. A cable securing device comprising:

a plate dimensioned to mount to a body of an electrical
fitting, and

a plurality of clamping devices integrally formed with the
plate, each clamping device having

a pair of clamp fingers extending from a first surface of
the plate, each finger of the pair of clamp fingers having
a terminating end adjacent the terminating end of the
other clamp finger of said pair of clamp fingers, each
pair of clamp fingers dimensioned to allow passage of
at least one non-metallic (NM) electrical cable between
said terminating ends, the clamp fingers dimensioned
for resilient movement relative to each other so as to
grasp an NM electrical cable or cables passing between
the terminating ends thereof,

a pair of arms integrally formed at a second end of each
clamp finger and extending beyond a second surface of
the plate, the arms dimensioned for squeezing, and

a pair of anchoring fingers integrally formed with the pair
of clamp fingers and arms, said anchoring fingers
extending from the first surface of the plate, each
anchoring finger having a protruding member formed
on an end of said anchoring finger, each protruding
member dimensioned for receipt 1n an aperture formed
in a body of an electrical fitting;

wherein each protruding member 1s urged toward the
body when the plate 1s mounted to the body and when
the arms of the clamping device are squeezed together
while the terminating ends of the clamp fingers are
correspondingly moved away from each other, thereby
facilitating insertion of a cable or cables between the
terminating ends of the clamp fingers or release of a
cable or cables secured by the terminating ends of the
clamp fingers, while simultanecously securing the
clamping device to the body during squeezing of the
arms.

16. The electrical fitting according to claim 15, wherein

cach clamp finger has at least one ridge formed thereon
facing toward the other clamp finger of said pair of clamp
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fingers, said at least one ridge of each clamp finger to
facilitate grasping of an electrical cable.

17. The electrical fitting according to claim 16, wherein
the cable securing device 1s fabricated from nylon.

18. The electrical fitting according to claim 17, wherein

the nylon 1s nylon 6-6.

19. The electrical fitting according to claim 17, wherein
the nylon 1s nylon 6-12.

20. The electrical fitting according to claim 15, wherein
the plurality of clamping devices equals three.

21. The electrical fitting according to claim 135, wherein
the plurality of clamping devices equals two.

22. A cable securing device comprising:

a plate,

a pair of clamp fingers extending from a first surface of
the plate, each finger of the pair of clamp fingers
having a terminating end adjacent the tevminating end
of the other clamp finger of said pair of clamp fingers,
each pair of clamp fingers dimensioned to allow pas-
sage of at least one non-metallic (NM) electrical cable
between said terminating ends, the clamp fingers
dimensioned for vesilient movement relative to each
other so as to grasp an NM electrical cable or cables
passing between the terminating ends thereof, and

a pair of arms integrally formed at a second end of each
clamp finger and extending beyvond a second surface of
the plate, the arms dimensioned for squeezing toward
each other so that upon squeezing of the arms, the pair
of clamp fingers move away from each other so that the
terminating ends of the clamp fingers move away from
each other.

23. The cable securing device accorvding to claim 22,
wherein each clamp finger has at least one rvidge formed
thereon facing toward the other clamp finger of said pair of
clamp fingers, said at least one ridge of each clamp finger
to facilitate grasping of an electrical cable.

24. The cable securing device according to claim 23,
wherein the cable securing device is fabricated from nylon.

25. The cable securing device accorvding to claim 24,
wherein the nylon is nyvlon 6-6.

26. The cable securing device accorvding to claim 24,
wherein the nylon is nylon 6-12.
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