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ADJUSTABLE VEHICLE CARRIER FOR A
ROLLATOR

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ]| appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough
indicates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

CROSS-REFERENCES TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application claims priority to and benefit of U.S.
Provisional Patent Application Ser. No. 61/688,229 filed

May 10, 2012, entitled “Steady’s Rollator Carrier” which 1s

incorporated by reference 1n 1ts enfirety.

A portion of the disclosure of this patent document
contains material that 1s subject to copyright protection. The
copyright owner has no objection to the reproduction of the
patent document or the patent disclosure, as it appears in the
U.S. Patent and Trademark Oflice patent file or records, but
otherwise reserves all copyright rights whatsoever.

STATEMENT REGARDING FEDERALLY
SPONSORED RESEARCH OR DEVELOPMENT

Not Applicable

REFERENCE TO SEQUENCE LISTING OR
COMPUTER PROGRAM LISTING APPENDIX

Not Applicable

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates generally to carriers for
rollators. More particularly, this invention pertains to fold-
able vehicle recetver hitch mounted rollator carriers.

Rollators are used by people to enhance mobility. Gen-
crally, users of rollators are elderly individuals who are
substantially independent and able to safely drive a vehicle.
It 1s difhicult for these users to lift their rollator several feet
high to place the rollator 1n the trunk of a car. A user may
strap a rollator to a platform or basket style cargo area
mounted 1n a vehicle’s receiver hitch, but 1t 1s diflicult and
time consuming to secure the rollator to the cargo areal.
With]with separate straps and ropes.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Aspects of the present invention provide a rollator carrier
that 1s operable to quickly support and secure a rollator. The
carrier includes a pair of cradles to support the rollator],Jand
an arm that rotates between a horizontal and vertical posi-
tion. With the arm down, a user can easily lift the rollator
into the relatively low cradles. The user can then rotate the
arm up to the vertical position and secure the rollator to the
carrier with a clamp of the carrier extending from the top end
of the arm.

In one aspect, a carrier 1s operable to support and secure
a rollator for transportation of the rollator. The carrier
includes a first tube section, a second tube section, a first
cradle, a second cradle, a third tube section, a fourth tube
section, and a clamp. The first tube section has a first end and
a second end opposite the first end. The second end 1is

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

2

operable to engage a mount. The first tube section has a
longitudinal axis extending along the first tube section from
the first end to the second end. The second tube section 1s
allixed to the first tube section adjacent the first end of the
first tube section. The first tube section 1s substantially
centered with respect to the second tube section, and the
second tube section has a first end and a second end opposite
the first end. The second tube section 1s substantially hori-
zontal when the carrier 1s 1 an upright position. The first
cradle 1s athixed to the second tube section at the first end of
the second tube section or adjacent to the first end of the
second tube section. The second cradle 1s athxed to the
second tube section at the second end of the second tube
section or adjacent to the second end of the second tube
section, and the second cradle 1s operable to support the
rollator 1n cooperation with the first cradle. The third tube
section 1s operable to engage the [second] first end of the
first tube section, and the third tube section 1s operable to
rotate about the longitudinal axis of the first tube section.
The fourth tube section 1s aflixed to the third tube section
and 1s operable to extend substantially perpendicularly from
the third tube section. The fourth tube section 1s aflixed to
the third tube section at or adjacent to a first end of the third
tube section and a point adjacent to a first end of the fourth
tube section. The clamp extends from the fourth tube section
and 1s operable to secure the rollator to the carrier by
engaging the [relator] rollator and preventing the rollator
from bouncing out of the first cradle and the second cradle
while the rollator i1s being transported on the carrier. The
third tube section 1s rounded adjacent to a second end of the
third tube section opposite the first end of the third tube
section. The third tube section 1s operable to fit within or
over a portion of the first tube section such that a longitu-
dinal axis of the third tube section i1s collinear with the
longitudinal axis of the first tube section. The first tube
section has an alignment hole adjacent the first end of the
first tube section. The third tube section has a first hole
operable to align with the alignment hole 1n the first tube
section when the fourth tube [sections] sectior is substan-
tially parallel to the second tube section. The third tube
section has a second hole operable to align with the align-
ment hole 1 the first tube section when the fourth tube
[sections] section is substantially vertical and the carrier is
in a substantially upright position.

In another aspect, a carrier 1s operable to support and
secure a rollator for transportation of the rollator. The carrier
includes a first tube section, a second tube section, a first
cradle, a second cradle, a third tube section, a fourth tube
section, and a clamp. The first tube section has a first end and
a second end opposite the first end. The second end 1is
operable to engage [amount] a mount. The first tube section
has a longitudinal axis extending along the first tube section
from the first end to the second end. The second tube section
1s atlixed to the first tube section adjacent the first end of the
first tube section. The first tube section 1s substantially
centered with respect to the second tube section, and the
second tube section has a first end and a second end opposite
the first end. The second tube section 1s substantially hori-
zontal when the carrier 1s 1 an upright position. The first
cradle 1s atlixed to the second tube section at the first end of
the second tube section or adjacent to the first end of the
second tube section. The second cradle 1s aflixed to the
second tube section at the second end of the second tube
section or adjacent to the second end of the second tube
section, and the second [cradles] cradle is operable to
support the rollator 1n cooperation with the first cradle. The
third tube section is operable to engage the [second] first end




US RE46,253 E

3

of the first tube section, and the third tube section 1s operable
to rotate about the longitudinal axis of the first tube section.

The fourth tube section 1s aflixed to the third tube section
and 1s operable to extend substantially perpendicularly from
the third tube section. The fourth tube section 1s aih

1xed to
the third tube section at or adjacent to a first end of the third
tube section and a point adjacent to a first end of the fourth
tube section. The clamp extends from the fourth tube section
and 1s operable to secure the rollator to the carrier by
engaging the [relator] rollator and preventing the rollator
from bouncing out of thke first cradle and the second cradle
while the [relator] rollator is being transported on the carrier.
The clamp includes a spring, a hook, and a handle. The
[book] %ook has a first portion extending generally perpen-
dicularly from the fourth tube section and a second portion
extending generally parallel to the fourth tube section
toward the first end of the fourth tube section. The spring 1s
connected to the hook and connected to the fourth tube
section, and the spring biases the hook into the second end
of the fourth tube section. The handle extends generally
perpendicularly from the fourth tube section 1n a direction
generally opposite the first portion of the hook.

In another aspect, a carrier 1s operable to support and
secure a rollator for transportation of the rollator. The carrier
includes a first tube section, a second tube section, a first
cradle, a second cradle, a third tube section, a fourth tube
section, and a clamp. The first tube section has a first end and
a second end opposite the first end. The second end 1is
operable to engage [amount] a mount. The first tube section
has a longitudinal axis extending along the first tube section
from the first end to the second end. The second tube section
1S a

1xed to the first tube section adjacent the first end of the
first tube section. The first tube section 1s substantially
centered with respect to the second tube section, and the
second tube section has a first end and a second end opposite
the first end. The second tube section 1s substantially hori-
zontal when the carrier 1s in an upright position. The first
cradle 1s aflixed to the second tube section at the first end of
the second tube section or adjacent to the first end of the
second tube section. The second cradle 1s athxed to the
second tube section at the second end of the second tube
section or adjacent to the second end of the second tube
section, and the second [cradles] cradle is operable to
support the rollator 1n cooperation with the first cradle. The
third tube section is operable to engage the [second] first end
of the first tube section, and the third tube section 1s operable
to rotate about the longitudinal axis of the first tube section.
The fourth tube section 1s afli

1xed to the third tube section
and 1s operable to extend substantially perpendicularly from
the third tube section. The fourth tube section 1s aih

1xed to
the third tube section at or adjacent to a first end of the third
tube section and a point adjacent to a first end of the fourth
tube section. The clamp extends from the fourth tube section
and 1s operable to secure the rollator to the carrier by
engaging the [relatorjrollator and preventing the rollator
from bouncing out of first cradle and the second cradle while
the relator 1s being transported on the carrier. The clamp
includes a spring, a hook, and a handle. The [book}:ook has
a {irst portion extending generally perpendicularly from the
fourth tube section and a second portion extending generally
parallel to the fourth tube section toward the first end of the
tourth tube section. The spring 1s connected to the hook and
connected to the fourth tube section, and the spring biases
the hook 1nto the second end of the fourth tube section. The
handle extends generally perpendicularly from the fourth
tube section 1n a direction generally opposite the first portion
of the hook. The third tube section 1s rounded adjacent to a
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second end of the third tube section opposite the first end of
the third tube section. The third tube section 1s operable to
{1t within or over a portion of the first tube section such that

a longitudinal axis of the third tube section 1s collinear with
the longitudinal axis of the first tube section. The first tube
section has an alignment hole adjacent the first end of the
first tube section. The third tube section has a first hole
operable to align with the alignment hole 1n the first tube
section when the fourth tube [sections] sectior is substan-
tially parallel to the second tube section. The third tube
section has a second hole operable to align with the align-
ment hole 1n the first tube section when the fourth tube
[sections] section is substantially vertical and the carrier is
in a substantially upright position.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s an exploded 1sometric view of a carrier for a
rollator.

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of a carrier for a rollator
mounted to a vehicle receiver hitch with an arm of the
rollator 1n an up or vertical position.

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view ol a carner for a rollator
mounted to a vehicle receiver hitch with an arm of the
rollator 1n a down or horizontal position.

FIG. 4 1s a perspective view of a carrier for a rollator
mounted to a vehicle recerver hitch with a rollator supported
and secured for transportation thereon.

FIG. 5 is an exploded isometric view of an alternative
embodiment of a carrier for a rollator.

FIG. 6 is a perspective view of the carrier of FIG. 5
mounted to a vehicle veceiver hitch with an arm of the
rollator in an up or vertical position.

FIG. 7 is a perspective view of the carrier of FIG. 5
mounted to a vehicle receiver hitch with an arm of the
rollator in a down or horizontal position.

Retference will now be made 1n detail to optional embodi-
ments of the invention, examples of which are illustrated in
accompanying drawings. Whenever possible, the same ret-
erence numbers are used in the drawing and in the descrip-
tion referring to the same or like parts.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF TH.
INVENTION

(L]

While the making and using of various embodiments of
the present invention are discussed in detail below, 1t should
be appreciated that the present mvention provides many
applicable inventive concepts that can be embodied 1n a
wide variety of specific contexts. The specific embodiments
discussed herein are merely 1illustrative of specific ways to
make and use the invention and do not delimit the scope of
the 1nvention.

To facilitate the understanding of the embodiments
described herein, a number of terms are defined below. The
terms defined herein have meanings as commonly under-
stood by a person of ordinary skill 1n the areas relevant to the
present invention. Terms such as “a,” “an,” and *“the” are not
intended to refer to only a singular entity, but rather include
the general class of which a specific example may be used
for 1llustration. The terminology herein 1s used to describe
specific embodiments of the invention, but their usage does
not delimit the invention, except as set forth in the claims.

Referring to FIGS. 1-4, a carnier 100 1s operable to
support and secure a rollator 102 for transportation. The
carrier 100 includes a first tube section 104, a second tube
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section 106, a first cradle 108, a second cradle 110, a third
tube section 112, a fourth tube section 114, and a clamp 116.
The first tube section 104 has a first end 120 and a second
end 122 opposite the first end 120. The second end 122 of
the first tube section 104 1s operable to engage a mount 130.
In one embodiment, the [amount] mount 130 is a receiver
hitch of a vehicle. The first tube section has a longitudinal
axis 124 extending along the first tube section 104 from the
first end 120 to the second end 122. In one embodiment, the
first tube section 104 1s formed from square metal tubing and
has a hitch pin hole 126 adjacent the second end 122 of the
first tube section 104. The hinge pin hole 126 1s operable to
receive a hitch pin when mounting the carrier 100 to a mount
130 (e.g., recerver hitch).

The second tube section 106 1s aflixed (e.g., welded) to the
first tube section 104. The first tube section 104 1s substan-
tially centered with respect to the second tube section 106,
and the second tube section 106 has a first end 132 and a
second end 134 opposite the first end 132. The second tube
section 106 1s substantially horizontal when the carrier 100
1s 1n an upright position (e.g., mounted i a vehicle’s
receiver hitch). The first cradle 108 1s atlixed to the second
tube section 106 at the first end 132 of the second tube
section [1064] /06 or at a point adjacent to the first end 132
of the second tube section 106. The second cradle 110 1s
aflixed to the second tube section 106 at the second end 134
of the second tube section 106 or at a point adjacent to the
second end 134 of the second tube section 106. The second
cradle 110 1s operable to support the rollator for transpor-
tation on the carrier 100 1n cooperation with the first cradle
108. In one embodiment, the first cradle 108 and the second
cradle 110 each comprise a pair ol protrusions extending
generally upwardly from the second tube section 106 when
the second tube section 106 1s in an upright position for
receiving the rollator 102. In one embodiment, the second
tube section 106 1s split into two portions. A first portion 1s
welded to the first tube section 104 on a first lateral side of
the first tube section 104, and a second portion of the second
tube section 106 1s welded to a second lateral side of the first
tube section 104 opposite the first lateral side of the first tube
section 104.

The third tube section 112 1s operable to engage the
[second]first end 120 of the first tube section 104. The third
tube section 112 1s operable to rotate about the longitudinal
axis 124 of the first tube section 104. In one embodiment, the
third tube section 112 1s rounded adjacent a second end 142
of the third tube section 112 opposite the first end 138 of the
third tube section 112. The third tube section 112 1s operable
to fit within or over a portion of the first tube section 104
adjacent the first end 120 of the first tube section 104 such
that the longitudinal axis 136 of the third tube section 112
substantially co-linear with the longitudinal axis 124 of the
first tube section 104.

In one embodiment, the first tube section 104 has an
alignment hole 150 adjacent the first end 120 of the first tube
section 104. The third tube section 112 has a first hole 154
operable to align with the alignment hole 150 1n the first tube
section 104 when the fourth tube section 114 1s substantially
parallel to the second tube section 106. An alignment
[pen]pin 156 is operable to engage the alignment hole 150
and the first hole 154 of the third tube section 112 to
maintain the fourth tube section 114 [and]iz a position
substantially parallel to the second tube section 106. The
third tube section 112 also has a second hole 152 operable
to align with the alignment hole 150 1n the first tube section
104 when the fourth tube section 114 1s substantially vertical
and the carrier 100 1s 1n a substantially upright position (e.g.
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[managed] mounted to a vehicle’s receiver hitch). The
alignment [pen]pir 156 is further operable to engage the
alignment hole 150 and the second hole 152 of the third tube
section 112 to hold or maintain the fourth tube section 114
in the substantially vertical position. In one embodiment, the
alignment hole 150 1s 1n a top surface of the first tube section
104, and the alignment [pen]pir 156 is tethered to the carrier
100 at, for example, the fourth tubing section 114. In another
embodiment, the alignment [pen]pin 156 is a spring-loaded
pin affixed to a lateral side of the first tube section 104, and
the alignment hole 150 1s on a lateral surface of the first tube
section [104]. In such an embodiment, the alignment pin 156
is operable to engage the alignment hole 150 and the first
hole 154 of the third tube section 112 to maintain the fourth
tube section 114 in the substantially upright position and to
engage the alignment hole and the second hold 152 of the
thivd tube section to maintain the fourth tube section in a

position substantially parallel to the second tube section

106. The lateral surtace (or lateral side) of the first tube
section 104 1s a vertical portion of the first tube section 104
when the carrier 100 1s 1n an upright position.

The fourth tube section 114 i1s aflixed to the third tube
section 112 (e.g., welded) and extends substantially perpen-
dicularly from the third tube section 112. The fourth tube
section 114 1s aflixed to the third tube section 112 at a first
end 138 of the third tube section 112 or at a point adjacent
to the first end 138 of the third tube section 112 [at or | and
at a point adjacent to a first end 140 of the fourth tube section
114.

The clamp 116 extends from the fourth tube section 114.
The clamp 116 1s operable to secure the rollator 102 to the
carrier 100 by engaging the rollator 102 and preventing the
rollator 102 from bouncing out of the first cradle 108 and the
second cradle 110 while the rollator 102 1s being transported
on the carrier 100. In one embodiment, the clamp 116
extends from a second end 160 of the fourth tube section 114
opposite the first end 140 of the fourth tube section 114. The
clamp 116 includes a spring 162, a hook 164, and a handle
166. The spring 162 1s connected to the clamp 116 and
anchored to the fourth tube section 114 to bias the clamp 116
into the second end 160 of the fourth tube section 114. The
hook 164 has a first portion 170 extending generally per-
pendicularly from the fourth tube section 114 and a second
portion 172 extending generally parallel to the fourth tube
section 114 toward the first end 140 of the fourth tube
section 114. A handle 166 extends generally perpendicularly
from the fourth tube section 114 1n a direction generally
opposite the first portion 170 of the hook 164.

Referring to FIG. 2, the carrier 100 1s shown mounted 1n
a recerver hitch of a vehicle. Referring to FIG. 3, the carrier
1s shown with an arm of the carrier (1.e., the {fourth
[tubing]zube section 114 and parts attached thereto) in a
down or horizontal position. The rollator 102 can then be
placed in the first carrier 108 and second carrier 110 to
support the rollator 102 on the carrier 100. The arm 1s rotated
into a vertical position and secured via the alignment hole
150 as described above. The handle 166 1s then used to pull
the clamp 116 out of the second end 160 of the fourth tubing
section 114 and secure the hook 164 of the clamp 116 on to
the rollator 102 holding the rollator 102 into the first cradle
108 and second cradle 110 for transportation as shown 1n
FIG. 4. Alternatively, the hook 164 of the clamp 116 may
extend away from the second end 122 of the ({irst
[tubing]sube section 104. In this embodiment, the user
would position the rollator 102 1n the first cradle 108 and
second cradle 110, push the rollator against the fourth
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[tubing]rube section 114 and hook 164, and then use the
handle 166 of the clamp 116 to secure the hook 164 onto the
rollator 102.

This written description uses examples to disclose the
invention and also to enable any person skilled 1n the art to
practice the invention, including making and using any
devices or systems and performing any incorporated meth-
ods. The patentable scope of the invention 1s defined by the
claims, and may include other examples that occur to those
skilled 1n the art. Such other examples are intended to be
within the scope of the claims 1T they have structural
clements that do not differ from the literal language of the
claims, or if they include equivalent structural elements with
insubstantial differences from the literal languages of the
claims.

It will be understood that the particular embodiments
described herein are shown by way of illustration and not as
limitations of the invention. The principal features of this
invention may be employed in various embodiments without
departing from the scope of the invention. Those of ordinary
skill 1n the art will recognize numerous equivalents to the
specific procedures described herein. Such equivalents are
considered to be within the scope of this invention and are
covered by the claims.

All of the compositions and/or methods disclosed and
claimed herein may be made and/or executed without undue
experimentation 1n light of the present disclosure. While the
compositions and methods of this invention have been
described 1n terms of the embodiments included herein, it
will be apparent to those of ordinary skill in the art that
variations may be applied to the compositions and/or meth-
ods and 1n the steps or 1n the sequence of steps of the method
described herein without departing from the concept, spirit,
and scope of the invention. All such similar substitutes and
modifications apparent to those skilled 1n the art are deemed
to be within the spirit, scope, and concept of the invention
as defined by the appended claims.

Thus, although there have been described particular
embodiments of the present invention of a new and useful
ADJUSTABLE VEHICLE CARRIER FOR A ROLLATOR
it 1s not intended that such references be construed as
limitations upon the scope of this invention except as set
forth 1n the following claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A carrier operable to support and secure a rollator for
transportation, said carrier comprising:

a lirst tube section having a first end and a second end
opposite the first end, wherein the second end 1s oper-
able to engage a mount, wherein the first tube section
has a longitudinal axis extending along the first tube
section from the first end to the second end;

a second tube section aflixed to the first tube section
adjacent the first end of the first tube section, wherein
the first tube section 1s substantially centered with
respect to the second tube section and the second tube
section has a first end and a second end opposite the
first end, wherein the second tube section 1s substan-
tially horizontal when the carrier 1s 1n a substantially
upright position;

a first cradle aflixed to the second tube section at the first
end of the second tube section or adjacent to the first
end of the second tube section;

a second cradle aflixed to the second tube section at the
second end of the second tube section or adjacent to the
second end of the second tube section, wherein the
second cradle 1s operable to support the rollator 1n
cooperation with the first cradle;
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a third tube section operable to engage the [second] first
end of the first tube section, wherein the third tube
section 15 operable to rotate about the longitudinal axis
of the first tube section;

a Tourth tube section athixed to the third tube section and
operable to extend substantially perpendicularly from

the third tube section, wherein the fourth tube section
1s aflixed to the third tube section at or adjacent to a first
end of the third tube section adjacent to a first end of the
fourth tube section; and

a clamp extending from the fourth tube section, wherein

the clamp 1s operable to secure the rollator to the carrier

by engaging the rollator and preventing the rollator

from bouncing out of the first cradle and the second

cradle while the rollator 1s being transported on the

carrier; wherein:

the third tube section 1s rounded adjacent a second end
of the third tube section opposite the first end of the
third tube section and the third tube section 1is
operable to fit within Jor over] a portion of the first
tube section such that a longitudinal axis of the third
tube section 1s collinear with the longitudinal axis of
the first tube section;

the first tube section has an alignment hole adjacent the
first end of the first tube section;

the third tube section has a first hole operable to align
with the alignment hole in the first tube section when
the fourth tube section 1s substantially parallel to the
second tube section; and

the third tube section has a second hole operable to
align with the alignment hole 1n the first tube section
when the fourth tube section 1s substantially vertical
and the carrier 1s 1n the substantially upright position.

2. The carrier of claim 1, further comprising an alignment
pin tethered to the fourth tube section, said alignment pin
operable to:

engage the alignment hole of the first tube section and the

first hole of the third tube section to hold the fourth tube
section substantially parallel to the second tube section;
or

engage the alignment hole of the first tube section and the

second hole of the third tube section to hold the fourth
tube section substantially vertical when the carrer 1s 1n
the substantially upright position; and wherein the
alignment hole 1s 1n a top of the first tube section.

3. The carrier of claim 1, further comprising an alignment
pin operable to:

engage the alignment hole of the first tube section and the

first hole of the third tube section to hold the fourth tube
section substantially parallel to the second tube section;
or

engage the alignment hole of the first tube section and the

second hole of the third tube section to hold the fourth
tube section substantially vertical when the carrier 1s 1n
the substantially upright position; and wherein the
alignment hole is [in] or a [top] /ateral surface of the
first tube section, wherein the alignment pin 1s a spring,
loaded pin aflixed to a lateral side of the first tube
section.

4. The carrier of claim 1, wherein the first cradle and the
second cradle each comprise a pair of protrusions extending
generally upwardly from the second tube section when the
second tube section 1s 1n an upright position for receiving the
rollator.

5. The carrier of claim 1, wherein:

the mount 1s a vehicle receiver hitch;




US RE46,253 E

9

the first tube section has a hitch pin hole adjacent the
second end of the first tube section; and

the first tube section 1s formed from square metal tubing.

6. The carrier of claim 1, wherein the second tube section

1s ailixed to the first tube section by welding and the fourth
tube section 1s athxed to the third tube section by welding.

7. The carrier of claim 1, wherein the second tube section

comprises a single piece of tube.

8. The carrier of claim 1, wherein the second tube section

COmMprises:

a first portion welded to the first tube section; and

a second portion welded to the first tube section opposite
the first portion.

9. The carnier of claim 1, wherein the clamp extends from

a second end of the fourth tube section opposite the first end
ol the fourth tube section, and wherein the clamp comprises:

a hook having a first portion extending generally perpen-
dicularly from the fourth tube section and a second
portion extending generally parallel to the fourth tube
section toward the first end of the fourth tube section;

a spring connected to the hook and connected to the fourth
tube section, said spring biasing the hook into the
second end of the fourth tube section; and

a handle extending generally perpendicularly from the
fourth tube section in a direction generally opposite the
first portion of the hook.

10. A carrier operable to support and secure a rollator for

transportation, said carrier comprising;:

a first tube section having a first end and a second end
opposite the first end, wherein the second end 1s oper-
able to engage a mount, wherein the first tube section
has a longitudinal axis extending along the first tube
section from the first end to the second end;

a second tube section aflixed to the first tube section
adjacent the first end of the first tube section, wherein
the first tube section 1s substantially centered with
respect to the second tube section and the second tube
section has a first end and a second end opposite the
first end, wherein the second tube section i1s substan-
tially horizontal when the carrier 1s 1n a substantially
upright position;

a first cradle athxed to the second tube section at the first
end of the second tube section or adjacent to the first
end of the second tube section;

a second cradle athixed to the second tube section at the
second end of the second tube section or adjacent to the
second end of the second tube section, wherein the
second cradle 1s operable to support the rollator 1n
cooperation with the first cradle;

a third tube section operable to engage the [second] first
end of the first tube section, wherein the third tube
section 1s operable to rotate about the longitudinal axis
of the first tube section;

a fourth tube section athxed to the third tube section and
operable to extend substantially perpendicularly from
the third tube section, wherein the fourth tube section
1s aflixed to the third tube section at or adjacent to a first
end of the third tube section adjacent to a first end of the
fourth tube section; and

a clamp extending from the fourth tube section, wherein
the clamp 1s operable to secure the rollator to the carrier
by engaging the rollator and preventing the rollator
from bouncing out of the first cradle and the second
cradle while the rollator 1s being transported on the
carrier; wherein the clamp extends from a second end
of the fourth tube section opposite the first end of the
fourth tube section, and wherein the clamp comprises:
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a hook having a first portion extending generally per-
pendicularly from the fourth tube section and a
second portion extending generally parallel to the
fourth tube section toward the first end of the fourth
tube section;

a spring connected to the hook and connected to the
fourth tube section, said spring biasing the hook 1nto
the second end of the fourth tube section; and

a handle extending generally perpendicularly from the
fourth tube section 1n a direction generally opposite
the first portion of the hook.

11. The carrier of claim 10, wherein:

the third tube section 1s rounded adjacent a second end of

the third tube section opposite the first end of the third
tube section and the third tube section 1s operable to {it
within [or over] a portion of the first tube section such
that a longitudinal axis of the third tube section 1s
collinear with the longitudinal axis of the first tube
section;

the first tube section has an alignment hole adjacent the

first end of the first tube section;

the third tube section has a first hole operable to align with

the alignment hole 1n the first tube section when the

fourth tube section 1s substantially parallel to the sec-
ond tube section; and

the third tube section has a second hole operable to align

with the alignment hole 1n the first tube section when

the fourth tube section 1s substantially vertical and the
carrier 1s 1n the substantially upright position.

12. The carrier of claim 11, further comprising an align-
ment pin tethered to the fourth tube section, said alignment
pin operable to:

engage the alignment hole of the first tube section and the

first hole of the third tube section to hold the fourth tube

section substantially parallel to the second tube section;
or

engage the alignment hole of the first tube section and the

second hole of the third tube section to hold the fourth

tube section substantially vertical when the carrier 1s 1in
the substantially upright position; and wherein the
alignment hole 1s 1n a top of the first tube section.

13. The carrier of claim 11, further comprising an align-
ment pin operable to:

engage the alignment hole of the first tube section and the
first hole of the third tube section to hold the fourth tube
section substantially parallel to the second tube section;
or

engage the alignment hole of the first tube section and the

second hole of the third tube section to hold the fourth
tube section substantially vertical when the carrier 1s in
the substantially upright position; and wherein the
alignment hole is [in] or a [top] /ateral surface of the
first tube section, wherein the alignment pin 1s a spring,
loaded pin aflixed to a lateral side of the first tube
section.

14. The carrier of claim 11, wherein the first cradle and the
second cradle each comprise a pair of protrusions extending
generally upwardly from the second tube section when the
second tube section 1s 1n an upright position for receiving the
rollator.

15. The carrier of claim 11, wherein:

the mount 1s a vehicle receiver hitch;

the first tube section has a hitch pin hole adjacent the

second end of the first tube section; and

the first tube section 1s formed from square metal tubing.
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16. The carrier of claim 11, wherein the second tube
section 1s athixed to the first tube section by welding and the
fourth tube section 1s athxed to the third tube section by
welding.

17. The carrier of claim 11, wherein the second tube
section comprises a single piece of tube.

18. The carrier of claim 11, wherein the second tube
section comprises:

a first portion welded to the first tube section

a second portion welded to the first tube section opposite
the first portion.

19. A carrier operable to support and secure a rollator for

transportation, said carrier comprising:

a lirst tube section having a first end and a second end
opposite the first end, wherein the second end 1s oper-
able to engage a mount, wherein the first tube section
has a longitudinal axis extending along the first tube
section from the first end to the second end;

a second tube section aflixed to the first tube section
adjacent the first end of the first tube section, wherein
the first tube section 1s substantially centered with
respect to the second tube section and the second tube
section has a first end and a second end opposite the
first end, wherein the second tube section 1s substan-
tially horizontal when the carrier 1s 1n a substantially
upright position;

a first cradle aflixed to the second tube section at the first
end of the second tube section or adjacent to the first
end of the second tube section:

a second cradle aflixed to the second tube section at the
second end of the second tube section or adjacent to the
second end of the second tube section, wherein the
second cradle 1s operable to support the rollator in
cooperation with the first cradle;

a third tube section operable to engage the [second] first
end of the first tube section, wherein the third tube
section 1s operable to rotate about the longitudinal axis
of the first tube section;

a tourth tube section ailixed to the third tube section and
operable to extend substantially perpendicularly from
the third tube section, wherein the fourth tube section
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1s aflixed to the third tube section at or adjacent to a first

end of the third tube section adjacent to a first end of the

fourth tube section; and

a clamp extending from the fourth tube section, wherein
the clamp 1s operable to secure the rollator to the carrier
by engaging the rollator and preventing the rollator
from bouncing out of the first cradle and the second
cradle while the rollator 1s being transported on the
carrier; wherein the clamp extends from a second end
of the fourth tube section opposite the first end of the
fourth tube section, and wherein the [claim] clamp

COMPrises:

a hook having a first portion extending generally per-
pendicularly from the fourth tube section and a
second portion extending generally parallel to the
fourth tube section toward the first end of the fourth
tube section;

a spring connected to the hook and connected to the
fourth tube section, said spring biasing the hook nto
the second end of the fourth tube section; and

a handle extending generally perpendicularly from the
fourth tube section 1n a direction generally opposite
the first portion of the hook; wherein

the third tube section 1s rounded adjacent a second end of
the third tube section opposite the first end of the third
tube section and the third tube section 1s operable to fit
within [or over] a portion of the first tube section such
that a longitudinal axis of the third tube section 1s
collinear with the longitudinal axis of the first tube
section;

the first tube section has an alignment hole adjacent the
first end of the first tube section:

the third tube section has a first hole operable to align with
the alignment hole 1n the first tube section when the
fourth tube section 1s substantially parallel to the sec-
ond tube section; and

the third tube section has a second hole operable to align
with the alignment hole 1n the first tube section when
the fourth tube section 1s substantially vertical and the
carrier 1s 1n the substantially upright position.
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