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SURVEILLANCE RECORDER ANDITS
METHOD

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ]| appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough indi-
cates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a surveillance recorder and
its method for recording a surveillance picture obtained by
taking a picture of a human motion or the like with a camera.

BACKGROUND ART

Conventionally, there have been known surveillance
recorders and their methods for recording a surveillance pic-
ture taken by a surveillance camera or the like. A surveillance
recorder 1s required to be able to detect a person’s 1mage
eificiently and appropnately from a recorded surveillance
picture. Japanese Published Patent Application No. 2003-
46911 discloses a surveillance recorder that chooses from a
survelllance picture and stores a standard person’s 1image 1n
order to allow a person’s 1image to be appropriately searched
for. In the device described 1n this patent document, when a
person 1s to be detected, matching 1s performed with a stan-
dard front face template, and a face 1mage of a shot showing
the greatest similarity 1n the matching i1s chosen as an 1image
suitable for storage. In another face image choice method, an
image having the largest number of pixels that belongs to a

skin color region in a color space 1s chosen as an 1mage
suitable for storage.

DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION

Problems to be Solved by the Invention

The above patent document, however, describes the
method of storage by means of the front face template match-
ing and does not describe a method of detecting a non-frontal
face 1mage. As a surveillance camera takes a picture usually
from above, 1t 1s desirable that a face 1image can be appropri-
ately detected also from a picture taken from other than the
front.

A purpose of the invention made in the above-mentioned
background 1s to provide a surveillance recorder and its
method capable of detecting an appropriate 1image from a
survelllance picture and storing 1t.

Means for Solving the Problems

A surveillance recorder of the invention comprises: a pic-
ture mput unit for mputting a surveillance picture; a moving,
object detection unit for detecting a moving object from a
surveillance picture mputted by the picture input unit; a face
image detection unit for detecting, from an object detected by
the moving object detection unit, a part having an elliptical
outline as a face 1image; an 1dentity judgment unit for judging
whether a face image newly detected by the face image detec-
tion unit 1s of a same person as a face image detected last time
or not based on positions of each face image; a storage image
choice unit for choosing a face 1mage to be stored from a
plurality of face images that have been judged to be of a same
person by the identity judgment unit; and an 1mage storage
unit for storing in a recording medium both a face image
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chosen by the storage image choice unit and information for
searching for the face image together.

A surveillance recorder of another aspect of the imnvention
comprises: a picture input umt for mputting a surveillance
picture; a moving object detection unit for detecting a moving
object from a surveillance picture mputted by the picture
input unit; a face 1mage detection unit for detecting, from an
object detected by the moving object detection unit, a part
having an elliptical outline as a face image; an 1dentity judg-
ment unit for judging whether a face image newly detected by
the face 1mage detection unit 1s of a same person as a face
image detected last time or not based on positions of each face
1mage; a storage image choice unit for, when a newly detected
face 1mage has been judged to be of a same person by the
identity judgment unit, choosing one from a face 1mage of the
same person stored in a recording medium and the newly
detected face 1mage; and an 1mage storage unit for, when a
newly detected face image has been chosen by the storage
image choice umit, storing 1n the recording medium both the
newly detected face image and information for searching for
the face 1image together.

In the above surveillance recorder, the 1image storage unit,
when the identity judgment unit has judged that a face 1image
newly detected by the face image detection unit 1s of a person
different from a person whose face image was detected last
time, may store in the recording medium the newly detected
face 1mage as a person who has newly appeared 1n a surveil-
lance picture.

In the above surveillance recorder, the 1dentity judgment
unit, 11 a distance between a position where a face 1mage has
been newly detected by the face image detection unit and a
position where a face image was detected last time 1s less than
a prescribed threshold, may judge that the newly detected face
image 1s of a same person as the face image detected last time.

In the above surveillance recorder, the identity judgment
unit, when a plurality of face images have been detected by
the face 1image detection unit, may judge that a face 1image
newly detected 1n a position nearest to a face 1mage detected
last time 1s of a same person as the face 1image detected last
time.

In the above surveillance recorder, the 1dentity judgment
umt, when there are a plurality of face 1mages detected last
time, may judge that a face 1mage detected last time 1n a
position nearest to a newly detected face 1mage 1s of a same
person as the newly detected face image.

In the above surveillance recorder, the identity judgment
unit may detect a direction of movement of face 1mages
detected one after another by the face image detection unit
and, if having detected a change 1n a direction of movement,
may judge that a face image 1s of another person.

In the above surveillance recorder, the identity judgment
unit, 1f a time taken from when a face 1mage was detected by
the face 1mage detection unit to when a face 1mage 1s newly
detected has exceeded a prescribed threshold, may judge that
the newly detected face image 1s of another person.

In the above surveillance recorder, the storage image
choice unit may choose, from a face image stored in the
recording medium and a face image newly detected by the
face 1mage detection unit, a face 1image of a larger size.

In the above surveillance recorder, the storage image
choice unit may choose, from a face image stored in the
recording medium and a face image newly detected by the
face 1image detection unit, a face 1image whose average of
distances from a center position to each pixel on an outline
image of the face image 1s larger than the other’s.

In the above surveillance recorder, the storage image
choice unit may choose, from a face image stored in the
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recording medium and a face image newly detected by the
face 1image detection unit, a face 1mage whose difference 1n

average luminance between left and right 1s smaller than the
other’s.

In the above surveillance recorder, the storage image
choice unit may choose, from a face image stored in the
recording medium and a face image newly detected by the
face 1mage detection unit, a face 1mage more similar to a
preset face outline template.

In the above surveillance recorder, the storage image
choice unit may give scores for each of a plurality of judgment
items to a face 1image stored 1n the recording medium and to
a face image newly detected by the face image detection unit,
and may choose a face image whose total score of the plural-
ity of judgment 1tems 1s higher than the other’s.

In the above surveillance recorder, the storage image
choice unitmay give scores for each of a plurality of judgment
items to a face 1image newly detected by the face image
detection unit and, 1f a total score of the plurality of judgment
items has exceeded a prescribed threshold, may choose the
detected face 1mage.

A surveillance recording method of the invention com-
prises: a picture input step of inputting a surveillance picture;
a moving object detection step of detecting a moving object
from a surveillance picture inputted 1n the picture input step;
a face image detection step of detecting, from an object
detected in the moving object detection step, a part having an
clliptical outline as a face image; an 1dentity judgment step of
judging whether a face 1mage newly detected 1n the face
image detection step 1s of a same person as a face 1mage
detected last time or not based on positions of each face
image; a storage image choice step of choosing a face image
to be stored from a plurality of face images that have been
judged to be of a same person in the 1dentity judgment step;
and an 1mage storage step of storing in a recording medium
both a face image chosen 1n the storage 1image choice step and
information for searching for the face image together.

A surveillance recording method of the invention com-
prises: a picture input step of inputting a surveillance picture;
a moving object detection step of detecting a moving object
from a surveillance picture inputted 1n the picture input step;
a face 1mage detection step of detecting, from an object
detected in the moving object detection step, a part having an
clliptical outline as a face image; an 1dentity judgment step of
judging whether a face 1mage newly detected 1n the face
image detection step 1s of a same person as a face image
detected last time or not based on positions of each face
image; a storage 1image choice step of, when a newly detected
face 1image has been judged to be of a same person in the
identity judgment step, choosing one from a face 1mage of the
same person stored in a recording medium and the newly
detected face 1image; and an 1mage storage step of, when a
newly detected face image has been chosen in the storage
image choice step, storing in the recording medium both the
newly detected face image and information for searching for
the face image together.

There are other aspects of the invention as described below.
This disclosure of the invention therefore mtends to provide
part of aspects of the invention and does not intend to limait the
scope of the claimed nvention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram illustrating a surveillance
recorder of a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 1illustrates an operation of detecting a face image
from a surveillance picture;
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FIG. 3 illustrates an outline 1mage;
FIG. 4 1llustrates an 1dentity judgment method for when the

number of detected face 1images 1s one;

FIG. 5 illustrates the identity judgment method for when
the number of detected face images 1s one;

FIG. 6 1llustrates an 1dentity judgment method for when the
number of detected face images 1s more than one;

FIG. 7 illustrates the 1dentity judgment method for when
the number of detected face images 1s more than one;

FIG. 8 illustrates a method of calculating an average dis-
tance from a center position of a face image to pixels on an
outline;

FIG. 9 illustrates a method of calculating a cumulative
value of the difference in luminance between the left and right
of a face 1mage;

FIG. 10A shows an example of an outline 1mage detected
by a moving object detection unit;

FIG. 10B shows an example of a face outline template for
forward-facing use;

FIG. 10C shows an example of a face outline template for
backward-facing use; and

FIG. 11 illustrates an 1dentity judgment method for when a
change has been detected 1n a direction of movement.

BEST MODE OF EMBODYING THE
INVENTION

Now, the invention will be described 1n detail. However,
the following detailed description and appended drawings are
not mtended to limit the invention. Rather, the scope of the
invention 1s defined by the appended claims.

A surveillance recorder of this embodiment comprises: a
picture input unit for inputting a surveillance picture; a mov-
ing object detection unit for detecting a moving object from a
survelllance picture mputted by the picture input unit; a face
image detection unit for detecting, from an object detected by
the moving object detection unit, a part having an elliptical
outline as a face 1image; an identity judgment unit for judging
whether a face image newly detected by the face image detec-
tion unit 1s of a same person as a face image detected last time
or not based on positions of each face 1image; a storage 1mage
choice unit for choosing a face image to be stored from a
plurality of face images that have been judged to be of a same
person by the identity judgment unit; and an 1mage storage
unmit for storing in a recording medium both a face image
chosen by the storage image choice unit and information for
searching for the face image together.

In this configuration, a part having an elliptical outline 1s
detected as a face 1image, and therefore a face 1mage can be
approprately detected irrespective of the direction 1n which a
survelllance 1image was taken. When face images detected
one aiter another from a surveillance picture are of the same
person, a lace image most appropriate as a surveillance
image, that 1s, a so-called “best-shot” face image, can be
chosen from the detected face images and be stored. Storing
both a chosen face 1image and information for searching for
the face image together allows a face image of a targeted
person to be searched for using the information for searching
for the face image. This information for searching for a face
image 1s, for example, a locus ol movement of a person, a time
at which a person appeared 1n a surveillance picture, and a
time at which a person disappeared from a surveillance pic-
ture. The information can be extracted from information
detected by the moving object detection unit and the face
image detection unit.

A surveillance recorder of another aspect of the embodi-
ment comprises: a picture mput unit for inputting a surveil-
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lance picture; a moving object detection unit for detecting a
moving object from a surveillance picture mputted by the
picture input unit; a face image detection unit for detecting,
from an object detected by the moving object detection unit,
a part having an elliptical outline as a face 1image; an 1dentity
judgment unit for judging whether a face image newly
detected by the face image detection unit 1s of a same person
as a face 1image detected last time or not based on positions of
cach face 1mage; a storage image choice unit for, when a
newly detected face image has been judged to be of a same
person by the identity judgment unit, choosing one from a
face 1mage of the same person stored 1n a recording medium
and the newly detected face 1mage; and an 1image storage unit
for, when a newly detected face 1image has been chosen by the
storage 1mage choice unit, storing in the recording medium
both the newly detected face image and information for
searching for the face 1image together.

In this configuration, a part having an elliptical outline 1s
detected as a face 1image, and therefore a face 1mage can be
approprately detected irrespective of the direction 1n which a
survelllance 1mage was taken. When a face image newly
detected from a surveillance picture 1s more appropriate as a
survelllance image than a face image of the same person
already stored in the recording medium, the face image in the
recording medium 1s overwritten with the new face image, so
a face 1mage more appropriate as a surveillance 1mage 1s
recorded. By repeating this process, a face image most appro-
priate as a surveillance 1image, that 1s, a so-called “best-shot™
face 1image, can be stored. Storing both a chosen face 1mage
and information for searching for the face image together
allows a face 1image of a targeted person to be searched for
using the information for searching for the face image.

In the above surveillance recorder, the 1mage storage unait,
when the identity judgment unit has judged that a face 1image
newly detected by the face image detection unit 1s of a person
different from a person whose face image was detected last
time, may store 1n the recording medium the newly detected
face 1mage as a person who has newly appeared 1n a surveil-
lance picture.

In this configuration, a face image of another person can be
added to the recording medium.

In the above surveillance recorder, the identity judgment
unit, 1f a distance between a position where a face 1image has
been newly detected by the face image detection unit and a
position where a face image was detected last time 1s less than
a prescribed threshold, may judge that the newly detected face
image 1s of a same person as the face image detected last time.

This configuration can accurately judge whether a newly
detected face 1mage 1s of the same person as a face image
detected last time or not.

In the above surveillance recorder, the 1dentity judgment
unit, when a plurality of face 1images have been detected by
the face 1image detection unit, may judge that a face 1image
newly detected 1n a position nearest to a face image detected
last time 1s of a same person as the face 1mage detected last
time.

In this configuration, a face 1image of the same person can
also be appropriately chosen when a plurality of face images
have been detected.

In the above surveillance recorder, the 1dentity judgment
unit, when there are a plurality of face images detected last
time, may judge that a face image detected last time 1n a
position nearest to a newly detected face 1image 1s of a same
person as the newly detected face image.

In this configuration, a face 1image of the same person can
also be appropriately chosen when there are a plurality of face
images detected last time.
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In the above surveillance recorder, the 1dentity judgment
unit may detect a direction of movement of face 1mages
detected one after another by the face image detection unit
and, 1f having detected a change 1n a direction of movement,
may judge that a face 1mage 1s of another person.

This configuration can accurately detect a person who has
appeared 1n a surveillance picture. For example, 1n a case
where two persons get closer to each other and cross, a false
detection that the two persons are the same can be avoided.

In the above surveillance recorder, the identity judgment
unit, 11 a time taken from when a face 1mage was detected by
the face 1image detection unit to when a face 1mage 1s newly
detected has exceeded a prescribed threshold, may judge that
the newly detected face 1image 1s of another person.

This configuration can accurately record a person who has
appeared 1n a surveillance picture. For example, 1n a case
where a person disappears from an edge of a surveillance
picture and then a person newly appears in that neighborhood,
a false detection that both persons are the same can be
avoided.

In the above surveillance recorder, the storage image
choice unit may choose, from a face image stored in the
recording medium and a face image newly detected by the
face 1mage detection unit, a face 1image of a larger size.

In this configuration, a face image of a large size can be
stored 1n the recording medium for the same person.

In the above surveillance recorder, the storage image
choice unit may choose, from a face image stored in the
recording medium and a face image newly detected by the
face 1mage detection unit, a face 1image whose average of
distances from a center position to each pixel on an outline
image of the face image 1s larger than the other’s.

In this configuration, a face 1image of a large size can be
stored 1n the recording medium for the same person.

In the above surveillance recorder, the storage image
choice unit may choose, from a face image stored in the
recording medium and a face image newly detected by the
face image detection unit, a face image whose difference 1n
average luminance between left and right 1s smaller than the
other’s.

In this configuration, a face image with high symmetry, that
1s, a face 1mage closer to a front face, can be stored in the
recording medium for the same person.

In the above surveillance recorder, the storage image
choice unit may choose, from a face image stored in the
recording medium and a face image newly detected by the
face 1image detection unit, a face 1mage more similar to a
preset face outline template.

In this configuration, a face image close to a face outline
template can be stored. I a face outline template whose face
1s located at the center 1s preset, a face 1mage whose face 1s
located at the center can be stored in the recording medium.

In the above surveillance recorder, the storage image
choice unit may give scores for each of a plurality of judgment
items to a face image stored 1n the recording medium and to
a face 1image newly detected by the face image detection unit,
and may choose a face 1mage whose total score of the plural-
ity of judgment items 1s higher than the other’s.

In this configuration, a comprehensive judgment can be
performed with the plurality of judgment 1tems, and a face
image most suitable for storage can be stored in the recording
medium.

In the above surveillance recorder, the storage image
choice unit may give scores for each of a plurality of judgment
items to a face image newly detected by the face image
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detection unit and, 11 a total score of the plurality of judgment
items has exceeded a prescribed threshold, may choose the
detected face 1image.

In this configuration, a later detected face 1mage among,
face 1mages suitable for storage is stored in the recording
medium. A person who appears 1n a surveillance picture taken
by a surveillance camera 1s often approaching the camera, so
the face 1mage gradually becomes larger. For this reason,
among face images having a score of the plurality of judg-
ment items that exceeds the prescribed threshold, a later
detected face 1image of a large size can be recorded.

A surveillance recording method of the embodiment com-
prises: a picture input step of inputting a surveillance picture;
a moving object detection step of detecting a moving object
from a surveillance picture inputted 1n the picture input step;
a Tace 1mage detection step of detecting, from an object
detected in the moving object detection step, a part having an
clliptical outline as a face image; an 1dentity judgment step of
judging whether a face 1mage newly detected 1n the face
image detection step 1s of a same person as a face 1mage
detected last time or not based on positions of each face
image; a storage image choice step of choosing a face image
to be stored from a plurality of face images that have been
judged to be of a same person in the 1dentity judgment step;
and an 1mage storage step of storing in a recording medium
both a face image chosen 1n the storage 1image choice step and
information for searching for the face image together.

In this configuration, as in the case of the surveillance
recorder of the embodiment, a part having an elliptical outline
1s detected as a face 1image, and therefore a sideways-facing or
backward-facing head can be approprately detected and
stored as a face 1image 1rrespective of the direction 1n which a
survelllance image was taken. Additionally, the various con-
figurations of the surveillance recorder of the embodiment
can be applied to the surveillance recording method of the
embodiment.

A surveillance recording method of the embodiment com-
prises: a picture input step of inputting a surveillance picture;
a moving object detection step of detecting a moving object
from a surveillance picture inputted 1n the picture input step;
a face 1mage detection step of detecting, from an object
detected 1n the moving object detection step, a part having an
clliptical outline as a face image; an 1dentity judgment step of
judging whether a face 1mage newly detected in the face
image detection step 1s of a same person as a face 1mage
detected last time or not based on positions of each face
1mage; a storage 1image choice step of, when a newly detected
face 1mage has been judged to be of a same person in the
identity judgment step, choosing one from a face image of the
same person stored in a recording medium and the newly
detected face 1mage; and an 1mage storage step of, when a
newly detected face image has been chosen 1n the storage
image choice step, storing in the recording medium both the
newly detected face image and information for searching for
the face 1mage together.

In this configuration, as in the case of the surveillance
recorder of the embodiment, a part having an elliptical outline
1s detected as a face image, and therefore a sideways-facing or
backward-facing head can be approprately detected and
stored as a face 1image 1rrespective of the direction 1n which a
survelllance image was taken. Additionally, the various con-
figurations of the surveillance recorder of the embodiment
can be applied to the surveillance recording method of the
embodiment.

In the embodiment, a part having an elliptical outline 1s
detected as a face 1mage, and therefore a sideways-facing or
backward-facing head can be appropriately detected and
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stored as a face 1image 1rrespective of the direction 1n which a
survelllance 1mage was taken. Additionally, when face
images detected one after another from a surveillance picture
are of the same person, a face 1mage most appropriate as a
survelllance 1mage, that 1s, a so-called “best-shot” face
image, can be chosen from the detected face 1images and be
stored. The embodiment has these great advantages.

Now, the surveillance recorder of the embodiment of the
invention will be described 1n further detail with reference to
the drawings.

FIG. 1 shows a surveillance recorder 10 of the embodiment
of the invention. In FIG. 1, the surveillance recorder 10 of the
embodiment of the mvention comprises a picture input unit
12 such as a camera for taking a surveillance picture, a control
umt 14 for processing a surveillance picture iputted by the
picture mput unit 12, and a recording medium 16 for record-
ing information extracted from a surveillance picture.

The control unit 14 has: a moving object detection umit 18
for detecting from a picture an area including a moving object
(heremafiter referred to as “movement area) M and an outline
of the moving object; a face image detection umt 20 for
detecting a candidate for a face image F, using outline infor-
mation derived from a movement area M detected by the
moving object detection unit 18; an 1identity judgment unit 22
for judging whether successively-detected face images F are
of the same person or of different persons, using positional
information on a face outputted by the face image detection
umt 20; a storage 1mage choice unit 24 for, when the 1dentity
judgment umt 22 has judged that the face 1images are of the
same person, choosing a face image F suitable for storage
from the detected face images F and a face image F of the
same person stored 1n the recording medium 16; an 1image
storage unit 26 for storing 1n the recording medium 16 a face
image F chosen by the storage image choice unit 24; and a
person search unit 28 for searching the recording medium 16
for a face image F, using information related to the face image
F as a search key. A search key input unit 30 accepts an input
of a search key, and an 1image output unit 32 outputs a search
result.

An operation of the surveillance recorder 10 configured as
above will be described. First, a surveillance picture taken by
the picture mnput unit 12 1s mnputted to the control unit 14. The
moving object detection unit 18 of the control unit 14 detects,
from the mputted surveillance 1mage and a surveillance
image mputted an infimtesimal time before, a movement area
M and an outline T of a moving object. In concrete terms, the
moving object detection unit 18 creates a difference 1mage by
means ol an inter-frame difference which 1s a difference
between corresponding pixels in a surveillance 1image mput-
ted an infinitesimal time before and a currently inputted sur-
veillance 1mage. The embodiment adopts as a method of
determining a difference image the method 1n which an inter-
frame difference 1s calculated, but alternatively another
method may create a difference image. For example, a back-
ground 1mage may be stored in advance, and a difference
image may be created by means of a background difference
which 1s a difference between a current picture and the back-
ground 1mage. A difference 1mage may be created by com-
bining an mter-frame difference and a background difference.

FIG. 2 1llustrates an operation of detecting a candidate for
a face image F from a surveillance picture. The moving object
detection unit 18 detects an existence region of a difference
image by means of a technique such as labeling and calcula-
tion of histogram projected 1n vertical and horizontal direc-
tions, and detects a movement area M from the surveillance
picture screen of FI1G. 2. The moving object detection unit 18
performs thinning on the difference image, extracts an outline
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T of the moving object, and creates an outline image. In this
way, an outline T of a moving object 1s detected as shown 1n
FIG. 3.

The face image detection unit 20 then detects a face image
F from the outline image created by the moving object detec-
tion unit 18. Since a face outline TT1 1s generally elliptically
shaped, the face 1image F 1s detected by locating a position of
an ellipse of a preset face size 1n the outline T, using an ellipse
Hough detection method. As ellipses to be used for this pur-
pose, the face image detection unit 20 has a plurality of
cllipses having major and miner axes of different lengths.
Having ellipses of a plurality of types allows individually-
varied face images F to be detected accurately.

The 1dentity judgment unit 22 then compares the detection
position of the face image F detected by the face image
detection umt 20 with a position of a face image F detected an
infinitesimal time before, and judges whether the detected
face 1image F and the face image F detected an infinitesimal
time before are the face image F of the same person or of

different persons. The judgment method of the 1dentity judg-
ment unit 22 will be described here with reference to FIGS. 4
to 7.

FIGS. 4 and 3 1llustrate an 1dentity judgment method for
when the number of detected face images 1s one. The 1dentity
judgment unit 22 calculates the distance L between a center
position C1 (T) of a face image F1 at time T and a center
position C2(T+t) of a face image F2 at time T+t an infinitesi-
mal time after T. When the distance L 1s less than a prescribed
threshold Lth, the identity judgment unit 22 judges that the
face images F1 and F2 are of the same person. As shown 1n
FIG. 5, when the distance L 1s larger than the threshold Lth,
the 1dentity judgment unit 22 judges that the face images F1
and F2 are of different persons. If the time 1nterval between
time T and time T+t 1s longer than a prescribed time, the
identity judgment unit 22 judges that the face 1mages are of
different persons, even when the distance L 1s less than the
threshold Lth.

FIGS. 6 and 7 1llustrate an identity judgment on a plurality
of face images. When a plurality of face images are detected,
the 1dentity judgment unit 22 calculates the distances between
a center position of a face image detected at time T and center
positions of all face images at time T+t, detects a combination
whose distance 1s the least, and judges that they are of the
same person 1f the distance 1s less than a threshold. The
identity judgment unit 22 performs this judgment on all cen-
ter positions for time T and judges the plurality of face
images. For example, 1n an example shown 1n FIG. 6, face
images F1 and F3 are detected at time T, and face images F2
and F4 are detected at time T+t. In this case, the identity
judgment unit 22 separately determines the distances
between a center position C1 (T) of the face image F1 and a
center position C2(T+t) of the face image F2, and between the
center position C1 (1) of the face image F1 and a center
position C4(T+t) of the face image F4. As a result, the dis-
tance between the combination of the center position C1(T)
and the center position C2(T+t) 1s less, and therefore the
identity judgment unit 22 judges that the face images F1 and
F2 are of the same person. In the same way, the identity
judgment unit 22 separately determines the distances
between a center position C3(T) of the face image F3 and the
center position C2(T+t) of the face image F2, and between the
center position C3(1) of the face image F3 and the center
position C4(T+t) of the face image F4. As a result, the dis-
tance between the combination of the center position C3(T)
and the center position C4(T+t) 1s less, and therefore the
identity judgment unit 22 judges that the face images F3 and
F4 are of the same person.
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FIG. 7 shows an example where a face image F5 1s detected
at time T+t 1n addition to the detection result of face 1mages
F1 to F4 shown in FIG. 6. The face image F5 of this example
does not correspond to any of the face images F1 and F3 at
time T, and such a face image 1s judged by the 1dentity judg-
ment umt 22 to be of a new person different from the face
images detected at time T.

The storage 1image choice unit 24 then compares a face
image F stored 1n the recording medium 16 with the currently
detected face image F, and chooses an image suitable for
storage based on conditions such as the s1ze and face direction
of the face image F. In concrete terms, 11 the identity judgment
unmt 22 has judged that a currently detected 1image 1s the face
image F of the same person as an image detected an infini-
tesimal time before, the storage 1image choice unit 24 reads
the face image F of the person from the recording medium 16.
The storage image choice unit 24 compares a plurality of
judgment 1tems described below between the face image F
read from the recording medium 16 and the detected face
image F. The storage image choice unit 24 gives scores for
cach of the plurality of judgment items, and judges which of
the face 1image F read from the recording medium 16 or the
currently detected face image F 1s suitable for storage, by a
total score that 1s the total for scores of each judgment 1tem.
Alternatively, scores of each judgment item for the stored face
image F may be stored in the recording medium 16, and the
storage 1image choice unit 24 may read the stored scores from
the recording medium 16 to compare them with scores of the
detected face image F. Now, each of the plurality of judgment
items will be described with reference to FIGS. 2 and 8 to 10.

A first judgment 1tem 1s the size of a face image F. The
storage 1mage choice unit 24 judges the size of a face by the
width W and height H of a face image F shown 1n FIG. 2. In
accordance with the width and height of an ellipse Hough
detection area of a face image F stored in the recording
medium 16 and with the width and height of an ellipse Hough
detection area of a detected face 1mage F, the storage image
choice unit 24 gives scores P1 to each of the stored face image
F and the detected face image F. As for the score P1, a higher
score 1s given as the width W and height H become larger.

A second judgment 1tem 1s the size of a face outline TTin a
face image F. FIG. 8 1s an outline image detected by the
moving object detection unit 18. A method of calculating the
s1ze of a face outline 11 will be described with reference to
FIG. 8. The storage image choice unit 24 calculates the dis-
tances between each pixel forming the face outline TT and a
center position C of the face image F, and calculates the
average of them. The face size 1s proportional to this average.
In accordance with the average distance of a face image F
stored 1n the recording medium 16 and with the average
distance of outline pixels of a detected face image F, the
storage 1mage choice unit 24 gives scores P2 to each of the
stored face image F and the detected face image F. As for the
score P2, a higher score 1s given as the average distance D
become larger.

A third judgment 1tem 1s a face direction 1n a face image F.
FIG. 9 1llustrates a method of determining left-right symme-
try 1n luminance in order to detect a face direction. The
difference in luminance between left and right of a front face
1s small because a front face 1s highly symmetric. As a front
face turns sideways, the left-right symmetry 1s destroyed and
the difference in luminance between left and right becomes
large. A face direction 1s judged using this tendency. As
shown 1 FIG. 9, the storage image choice unit 24 divides a
face 1mage F into left and rnight sides, further divides the
divided areas into equal areas of AL1 and AR1, and calculates
luminance averages BLi1 and BRi1 for them (1=1 to 4). The
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storage image choice unit 24 then calculates a left-right lumi-
nance difference cumulative value Bs using the following:

Bs=2|BLi-BRil

[

In accordance with the left-right luminance difference 5
cumulative value stored in the recording medium 16 and with
the left-right luminance difference cumulative value of the
currently detected face image F, the storage image choice unit
24 g1ves scores P3 to each of the stored face image F and the
detected face image F. As for the score P3, a higher score 1s 10
given as the luminance difference cumulative value Bs
becomes smaller.

A Tourth judgment 1tem 1s a position of a face 1n a face
image F. FIGS. 10A to 10C 1illustrates a process to detect
whether a face 1s appropriately located 1n a face image F or 15
not. FIG. 10A 1s an outline 1mage detected by the moving
object detection unit 18, and FIGS. 10B and 10C are face
outline templates. A face outline template 1s an average out-
line of a head and shoulders. FIG. 10B 1s a face outline
template for forward-facing use, and FIG. 10C 1s a face out- 20
line template for backward-facing use. Different face outline
templates are set 1n order to detect a front face of a large size
tor forward facing, and to detect a head of a little small size for
backward facing because 1t would be difficult to determine
characteristics of a person if a head 1s clipped large. 25

The storage 1mage choice unit 24 detects whether a face
image F 1s forward-facing or backward-facing, superimposes
a corresponding face outline template on the face image F at
their center positions C, and calculates for all outline pixels in
such a way that +1 1s added 11 an outline pixel matches the 30
template and -1 1s added 1f an outline pixel does not match the
template. In accordance with the matching similarity stored in
the recording medium 16 and with the currently detected
matching similarity with the face outline template, the storage
image choice unit 24 gives scores P4 to each of the stored face 35
image F and the detected face image F. As for the score P4, a
higher score 1s given as the matching similarity becomes
larger.

A best-shot judgment to judge whether to update a next
previously detected face image F with a currently detected 40
face image F or not 1s determined by the scores P1 to P4 of
cach of the above judgment 1tems. The storage 1image choice
unit 24 determines a total score by summing up the above
scores P1 to P4, and chooses a face image whose total score 1s
higher than the other’s. A plurality of judgment items can thus 45
be comprehensively judged, and a face image F most suitable
for storage can be stored 1n the recording medium 16.

The 1image storage unit 26 shown in FIG. 1 then stores in
the recording medium 16 a face image F chosen by the storage
image choice unit 24. The storage image choice unit 24 50
chooses a face image F suitable for storage from a detected
face 1image F and a storage image stored in the recording
medium 16. Repeatedly overwriting and storing a chosen face
image F in the recording medium 16 eventually allows a face
image F most suitable for storage to be stored 1in the recording 55
medium 16. The image storage unit 26 stores both a chosen
face image F and information detected at any time by the
moving object detection unit 18 and the face image detection
unit 20, such as positional information on a movement area
M, positional information on the face image F, times at which 60
the person appeared 1n and disappeared from a surveillance
picture screen, and a direction of movement of the person,
together 1n the recording medium 16.

After a recording, the person search unit 28 searches for a
person who appeared 1n a surveillance picture, using various 65
information stored by the image storage unit 26. For example,
since the storage image choice unit 24 records an 1mage

12

suitable for storage for the same person, displaying a list of
best-shot face images allows a person to be easily and quickly
searched for. A search by time, a search by a direction of
movement, or other search by narrowed down conditions can
be performed.

The surveillance recorder 10 of the embodiment locates a
position of an ellipse of a preset face size and detects a part
having an elliptical outline as a face image F, and therefore a
face image F can be appropriately detected irrespective of the
direction 1n which a surveillance 1image was taken.

When face images F detected one after another from a
survetllance picture are of the same person, the surveillance
recorder 10 of the embodiment can choose from the detected
face images F and stores a face image F most appropriate as a
survelllance image, that 1s, a so-called “best-shot” face image
F. In addition to a front face, a shot taken from above which 1s
common with surveillance images and a sideways-facing and
backward-facing head can be recorded as history information
from a surveillance 1mage, so that security of a surveillance
system 1mproves.

The surveillance recorder 10 of the embodiment can
quickly search a surveillance picture recorded for a long time
for a targeted scene where there 1s a person.

While the surveillance recorder 10 of the mvention has
been described in detail with reference to embodiments
thereof, the invention 1s not limited to the embodiments
described above.

In the above-described embodiments, an identity judgment
1s performed based on positions of a face image F detected an
infinitesimal time before and of a currently detected face
image F. Alternatively, the identity judgment unit 22 may
perform an 1dentity judgment also 1n consideration of a his-
tory of movement of a face image F.

FIG. 11 illustrates a method of identity judgment by the
identity judgment unit 22. In a case where face images F1 to
F6 have been detected which move along a path shown 1n
FIG. 11, there are a possibility that the same person changed
the direction at time T+3t, and a possibility that another
person crossed who was moving from right to left of the
screen. IT an 1dentity judgment 1s performed by using only the
distances between center positions, another person who 1s
crossing would be judged to be the same person, and detec-
tion of a previously detected person might be hampered. To
solve this problem, as shown i1n FIG. 11, a judgment by
distance described in the above embodiment 1s performed
from time T to time T+3t during which there 1s no change 1n
the direction of movement in the sideways direction, and it 1s
judged that there 1s another person at time T+4t when a
change 1n the direction of movement 1s detected, 1irrespective
of the judgment by distance of the above embodiment. That s,
it 1s judged that there 1s another person even when the distance
between a center position C4 of a face image F4 at time T+3t
and a center position C5 of afaceimage F5 at time 'T+4t1s less
than a threshold.

In the above-described embodiments, the storage 1image
choice unit 24 compares a face image F stored 1n the record-
ing medium 16 with a currently detected face image F, and
chooses, as a storage 1mage, one whose total score of a plu-
rality of judgment items 1s higher than the other’s. Alterna-
tively, a storage 1image may be chosen by another criterion.
For example, a face image F may be judged to be best-shot 1f
the total score 1s a prescribed threshold or more, and then a
face 1image F stored in the recording medium 16 until just
before may be updated with the new best-shot face image F.

While the storage 1mage choice unit 24 chooses a face
image F to be stored by a plurality of judgment i1tems in the
above-described embodiments, there 1s no need to use all the
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above judgment 1tems. In the invention, a storage 1mage may
be chosen using any of the above judgment i1tems, or a judg-
ment may be performed by a judgment 1tem other than the
above.

While there has been described what are at present consid-
ered to be preferred embodiments of the invention, 1t will be
understood that various modifications and variations may be
made thereto, and it 1s intended that appended claims cover all
such modifications and variations as fall within the true spirit
and scope of the mnvention.

Industrial Applicability

As described above, 1n the 1nvention, since a part having an
clliptical outline 1s detected as a face image, even a sideways-
facing or backward-facing head can be appropriately detected
as a face 1mage and be stored, rrespective of the direction 1n
which a surveillance 1mage was taken. The ivention has
these great advantages and 1s useful as a surveillance recorder
for monitoring a human motion with a camera, or the like.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A surveillance [recorder] apparatus comprising:

a picture mput unit for mputting a surveillance picture;

a moving object detection unit for detecting a moving
object from a surveillance picture inputted by the picture
input unit;

a face image detection unit for detecting]|.] a face image
from the object detected by the moving object detection
unit[, a part having an elliptical outline as a face image];

an 1dentity judgment unit for judging whether the face
image newly detected by the face image detection unit is
the same person as a face image detected last time or not
based on positions of each face image; and

a storage 1mage choice unit for, when a newly detected face
image has been judged to be of the same person by the
identity judgment unit, choosing [another] at least one
face image from face image(s) of the same person stored
in a recording medium and the newly detected face
image[; and

an 1mage storage unit for, when the newly detected face
image has been chosen by the storage 1mage choice unit,
storing 1n the recording medium both the newly detected
face image and information for searching for the newly
detected face image together,] wherein

the 1dentity judgment unit detects a direction of movement
of face 1images detected one after another by the face
image detection unit and, 1f having detected a change 1n
a direction of movement, judges that the face image 1s of
another person.

2. The surveillance [recorder] apparatus according to

claim 1, further comprising.

an image stovage unit for, when the newly detected face
image has been chosen by the storage image choice unit,
storing in the vecording medium both the newly detected
Jace image and information for searching for the newly
detected face image together,

wherein the image storage unit, when the identity judgment
unit has judged that the face image newly detected by the
face 1mage detection unit 1s of a person different from
the person whose face 1image was detected last time,
stores 1n the recording medium the newly detected face
image as a person who has newly appeared 1n the sur-
veillance picture.

3. The surveillance [recorder] apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the i1dentity judgment unit, 1f a distance
between a position where the face image has been newly
detected by the face image detection unit and a position where
the face image was detected last time 1s less than a prescribed
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threshold, judges that the newly detected face image 1s of the
same person as the face image detected last time.

4. The surveillance [recorder] apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the identity judgment unit, when a plurality
of face images have been detected by the face image detection
unit, judges that a face 1image newly detected 1n a position
nearest to the face image detected last time 1s of the same
person as the face image detected last time.

5. The surveillance [recorder] apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the identity judgment unit, when there are a
plurality of face images detected last time, judges that the face
image detected last time in a position nearest to a newly
detected face image 1s of the same person as the newly
detected face image.

6. The surveillance [recorder] apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the 1dentity judgment unit, 1f a time taken
from when the [another] at least one face image was detected
by the face image detection unit to when the face image 1s
newly detected has exceeded a prescribed threshold, judges
that the newly detected face image 1s of another person.

7. The surveillance [recorder] apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the storage image choice unit chooses, from
the [another] at least one face image stored in the recording
medium and the face image newly detected by the face image
detection unit, the face image that 1s larger 1n size.

8. The surveillance [recorder] apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the storage image choice unit chooses, from
the [another] at least one face image stored in the recording
medium and the face image newly detected by the face image
detection unit, the face image whose average of distances
from a center position to each pixel on an outline 1mage of the
face 1mage 1s larger than the other.

9. The surveillance [recorder] apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the storage image choice unit chooses, from
the [another] at least one face image stored in the recording
medium and the face image newly detected by the face image
detection unit, the face image whose difference in average
luminance between left and right 1s smaller than the other.

10. The surveillance [recorder] apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the storage image choice unit chooses, from
the [another] at least one face image stored in the recording
medium and the face image newly detected by the face image
detection unit, the face 1mage more similar to a preset face
outline template.

11. The surveillance [recorder] apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the storage image choice unit gives scores
for each of a plurality of judgment items to the [another] at
least one face 1mage stored 1n the recording medium and to
the face 1mage newly detected by the face 1mage detection
unit, and chooses the face 1image whose total score of the
plurality of judgment 1tems 1s higher than the other’s.

12. The surveillance [recorder] apparatus according to
claim 1, wherein the storage image choice unit gives scores
for each of a plurality of judgment i1tems to the face image
newly detected by the face image detection unit and, 11 a total
score of the plurality of judgment items has exceeded a pre-
scribed threshold, chooses the detected face image.

13. A surveillance recording method comprising:

a picture 1mput step of using a picture input unit for mput-
ting a surveillance picture into a computerized control
unit;

a moving object detection step of using the control unit for

detecting a moving object from the surveillance picture
inputted in the picture mput step;
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a face 1image detection step of using the control unit for
detecting|.] a face image from the object detected in the
moving object detection step|, a part having an elliptical
outline as a face image];

an 1dentity judgment step of using the control unit for
judging whether the face 1image newly detected in the
face 1image detection step 1s of the same person as
[another] at least one face image detected last time or not
based on positions of each face image; and

a storage 1mage choice step of using the control unit for
choosing a face 1mage to be stored from a plurality of
face 1mages that have been judged to be of the same
person in the identity judgment step[; and

an 1mage storage step of storing 1n a recording medium
both the face 1mage chosen 1n the storage image choice
step and information for searching for the newly
detected face image together], wherein

the 1dentity judgment step includes detecting a direction of
movement of face 1images detected one after another
and, 1f having detected a change 1n a direction of move-
ment, judges that the face 1image 1s of another person.

[14. A surveillance recording method comprising:

a picture mnput step of using a picture input unit for input-
ting a surveillance picture mto a computerized control
unit;

a moving object detection step of using the control unit for
detecting a moving object from the surveillance picture

inputted in the picture mput step;
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a face 1mage detection step of using the control unit for
detecting, from the object detected 1n the moving object
detection step, a part having an elliptical outline as a face
1mage;

an 1dentity judgment step of using the control unit for
judging whether the face image newly detected 1n the
face 1image detection step i1s of the same person as

another face 1image detected last time or not based on
positions ol each face image;

a storage 1mage choice step of using the control unit for,
when the newly detected face image has been judged to
be of the same person 1n the identity judgment step,
choosing one from the another face image of the same
person stored in a recording medium and the newly
detected face 1mage; and

an 1mage storage step of, when the newly detected face
image has been chosen in the storage image choice step,
storing 1n the recording medium both the newly detected
face image and information for searching for the another
face 1image together, wherein

the 1denftity judgment step includes detecting a direction of
movement of face images detected one after another
and, if having detected a change 1n a direction of move-
ment, judges that the face image is of another person.]
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