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IMAGE DISPLAY APPARATUS AND IMAGE
DISPLAY METHOD

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ]| appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough indi-
cates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s a broadening reissue application of

prior U.S. application Ser. No. 12/906,854 filed Oct. 18, 2010,
now U.S. Pat. No. 8,022,961 issued Sep. 20, 2011, which is a
CONTINUATION of prior U.S. application No. 11/537,022
filed on Sep. 29, 2006 now U.S. Pat. No. 7,839,412 issued
Nov. 23, 2010, which claims priornty from Japanese Patent
Application No. 2005-284409, filed Sep. 29, 2005, and Japa-
nese Patent Application No. 2006-247761, filed Sep. 13,
2006, the disclosures of which are hereby incorporated by
reference herein 1in their entirety.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an 1mage display apparatus
and an 1mage display method for displaying a still image.

2. Description of the Related Art

In a case where the aspect ratio of an 1image to be displayed
on an 1mage display apparatus (hereinafter referred to as an
“original image™) 1s different from that of a display area of the
image display apparatus, an image displayed on the display
area (hereinafter referred to as a “display 1image”) may be
poorly viewed when an attempt 1s made to display the entire
original image on the display area. This 1s because the original
image needs to be resized 1n accordance with the size 1n either
the vertical direction or the horizontal direction of the display
area and the display 1image cannot be displayed on the entire
display area.

If the entire original image 1s to be displayed when the
value from ((the number of pixels in the horizontal direction)/
(the number of pixels 1n the vertical direction)) of the original
image 1s smaller than the value from ((the number of pixels 1n
the horizontal direction)/(the number of pixels in the vertical
direction)), the original 1mage needs to be resized so that the
vertical direction of the display image matches the vertical
direction of the display area. As a result, a blank area appears
at least either the left or right side of the display image.

Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 3-460773 discloses a tech-
nique relating to the problem discussed above. Specifically, if
a vertically oriented (1.e. vertically long) original image 1s
displayed on a horizontally oriented (1.¢. horizontally long)
high-vision monitor, the original image 1s rotated 90 degrees
(laid) and recorded 1n a frame memory. Then the vertically
oriented portion of the image (16:9 vertical to horizontal) 1s
cut out. Then the cut out image 1s rotated 90 degrees 1n the
reverse direction (raised), transferred to a display memory
and resized so that the size of the display image 1n the hori-
zontal direction matches the size of the display area in the
horizontal direction. As a result, the display image can be
displayed 1n the entire display area: however, this alone does
not allow a user to view the entire original image. Therefore,
the process of sequentially shifting to the right or left an
image area cut out from the frame memory is repeated so that
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2

the display 1image 1s scrolled 1n the vertical direction thereby
the user can view the entire original image.

The method of Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 3-46073

only takes account of the case where a vertically oriented
original 1mage 1s displayed on a high-vision monitor, 1.e.,
where the value from ((the number of pixels in the horizontal
direction)/(the number of pixels in the vertical direction)) of
the original image 1s smaller than the value from ((the number
of pixels 1n the horizontal direction)/(the number of pixels 1n
the vertical direction)) of the display area. The method of
Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 3-46073 records the original
image 1n a frame memory of the high-vision monitor in the
s1ze 01 1920 pixels in the horizontal direction and 1035 pixels
in the vertical direction. Thus, whether the original 1image 1s
vertically oniented or horizontally oriented, easily-viewable
display from original images with aspect ratios other than
16:9 horizontal to vertical (9:16 horizontal to vertical in the
vertically oriented case) has not been considered. In addition,
the method of Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 3-46073 does
not take account of intentionally displaying the entire original
image on a display area even when the aspect ratio of the
display area of the image display apparatus 1s different from
the aspect ratio of the original 1mage.

As the original image, however, may actually be vertically
oriented or horizontally oriented and the aspect ratio varies,
the method of Japanese Patent Laid-Open No. 3-46073 can-
not generate an easily-viewable display image from such an
original 1mage. In addition, depending on a purpose of dis-
playing an image, scrolling the display image may be unde-
sirable even when the aspect ratio of the original 1mage 1s
different from that of the display area. The method of Japa-
nese Patent Laid-Open No. 3-46073, however, cannot deal
with such a case.

The present invention has been made 1n view of such cir-
cumstances, and provides a technique for generating a display
image with high viewability to a user even from an original
image with any aspect ratio. The mvention also provides a
technique for generating a display image taking account of
the fact that an easily-viewable display image for a user may
vary depending on a purpose of displaying the image.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It 1s a feature of the present invention to solve the conven-
tional problems.

According to an aspect of the present invention, there 1s
provided an image display apparatus for displaying an image
on a predetermined display area, comprising:

a first calculation unit adapted to calculate a first magnifica-
tion for matching the size of the image 1n a horizontal
direction with the size of the display area 1n a horizontal
direction;

a second calculation unit adapted to calculate a second mag-
nification for matching the size of the image 1n the vertical
direction with the size of the display area in the vertical
direction;

a first resizing unit adapted to obtain a first resized image by
resizing the 1mage using a magnification equal to or larger
than the other magnification of the first magnification and
the second magnification; and
a display control unit adapted to perform scrolling display

on an areca which cannot completely be contained in the

display area in the first resized image.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
1s provided an 1image display method for displaying an image
on a predetermined display area, comprising:
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a first calculation step of calculating a first magnification for
matching the size of the image 1n the horizontal direction
with the size of the display area 1n the horizontal direction;

a second calculation step of calculating a second magnifica-
tion for matching the size of the image 1n the vertical
direction with the size of the display area in the vertical
direction;

a lirst resizing step of obtaining a first resized 1mage by
resizing the image using a magnification equal to or larger

than the other magnification of the first magnification and

the second magnification; and

a display control step of performing scrolling display on an

area which cannot completely be contained in the dis-
play area 1n the first resized image.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
1s provided a computer program, stored in a computer-read-
able storage medium, for causing a computer to execute an
image display method for displaying an image on a predeter-
mined display area, the image display method comprising:

a first calculation step of calculating a first magnification for
matching the size of the image 1n the horizontal direction
with the size of the display area 1n the horizontal direction;

a second calculation step of calculating a second magnifica-
tion for matching the size of the image 1n the vertical
direction with the size of the display area in the vertical
direction;

a lirst resizing step of obtaining a first resized image by
resizing the image using a magnification equal to or larger

than the other magnification of the first magnification and

the second magnification; and

a display control step of performing scrolling display on an

area which cannot completely be contained in the dis-
play area 1n the first resized image.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
1s provided an image display apparatus for displaying an
image, comprising:

a determination unit adapted to determine whether or not to
perform scrolling display on the image based on an opera-
tion state of the image display apparatus; and

a display control unit adapted to control the scrolling display

of the image depending on a result determined by the

determination unit.

According to another aspect of the present invention, there
1s provided an 1mage display method for displaying an image
on an 1mage display apparatus, comprising:

a determination step of determining whether or notto perform
scrolling display on the image based on an operation state
of the image display apparatus; and
a display control step of controlling the scrolling display of

the image depending on a result determined 1n the deter-
mination step.

Further features of the present invention will become
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments with reference to the attached drawings, 1n
which like reference characters designate the same or similar
parts throughout the figures thereof.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the specification, 1llustrate embodi-
ments of the mvention and, together with the description,
serve to explain the principles of the invention.

FI1G. 1 1s a functional block diagram showing a configura-
tion of a digital camera which 1s an image display apparatus to
which the present invention can be applied;
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FIG. 2 1s a flowchart showing a tlow of processes for
displaying an original image on a display area, 1.e., an image
display section;

FIG. 3 1s a flowchart showing a tlow of processes for
determining whether scrolling of the display image 1s permiut-
ted or not at the step S201 of FIG. 2;

FIG. 4 1s a flowchart showing a tlow of processes for
determining whether a difference between the aspect ratio of
the display area and the aspect ratio of the original 1mage 1s
within a predetermined range or not at the step S206 of FIG.
2;

FIG. 5 1s a flowchart showing a flow of processes for
determining whether a diflerence between the aspect ratio of
the display area and the aspect ratio of the original 1mage 1s
within a predetermined range or not at the step S209 of FIG.
2;

FIGS. 6A to 6C are diagrams showing examples of a dis-
play image when the entire original image 1s displayed in the
display area;

FIGS. 7A to 7D are diagrams showing examples where a
display image 1s scrolled vertically and displayed at the step
S207;

FIGS. 8A to 8D are diagrams showing examples where a
display 1mage 1s scrolled horizontally and displayed at the
step 5210;

FIG. 9 1s a diagram showing an example of a guidance
display relating to a scrolling display;

FIG. 10 1s a diagram showing an example of a guidance
display relating to a scrolling display;

FIG. 11 1s a diagram showing an example of a guidance
display relating to a scrolling display; and

FIGS. 12A to 12E are diagrams showing examples where a
selected 1mage 1s displayed with being scrolled when the
particular 1mage 1s selected 1n a thumbnail display screen.

DESCRIPTION OF THE EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments which facilitate the understanding of the
superordinate concept, the middle concept and the subordi-
nate concept of the present invention will be shown with
reference to the attached drawings. All the concepts included
in the embodiments below are notnecessarily described inthe
following claims. It should be understood that they are not
excluded from the technical range of the patent invention on

purpose.

First Embodiment

<Configuration of a Digital Camera 100>

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram showing a configuration of a
digital camera 100, an image display apparatus to which the
present invention can be applied. Although 1t 1s described that
the present invention 1s applied to the digital camera 100 in
the embodiment, the present invention can also be applied to
an 1mage display apparatus without an 1image pickup function
such as a PC (personal computer). This 1s because features of
the present ivention reside 1n a technique for generating a
display 1mage 1n cases where the aspect ratio of the original
image 1s different from the aspect ratio of the display area.

The digital camera 100 of the embodiment includes a digi-
tal camera which records digital image data 1n a digital
recording medium (for example, a memory medium such as
an EEPROM, a hard disk or the like). The digital camera may
include a digital movie camera, a digital still camera or a
complex machine of them.

The digital camera 100 1s arranged to pick up an object
image via an optical system 10 (an image pick up lens). The
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optical system 10 can be arranged with a zoom lens (a lens
which can change an angle of view to be picked up). That
provides an optical zoom function (so-called an optical
zoom) to the digital camera 100.

The digital camera 100 can be arranged to have an elec-
tronic zoom function (so-called an electronic zoom) which 1s
realized by electrically cutting (trimming) a picked up image
with an 1mage sensing device 14.

The digital camera 100 may be arranged to have only a
function of either an optical zoom or an electronic zoom. The
optical system 10 may be exchanged. In such a case, a zoom
function may be realized by sending an electric signal {from a
zoom control section 44 of the digital camera 100 to the
digital camera 100 thereby causing a drive mechanism 1n the
optical system 10 to drive a resizing lens. Alternatively, a
drive mechanism for mechanically driving the resizing lens 1in
the optical system 10 may be provided in the digital camera
100.

A light beam from an object through the optical system 10
(light beam income within an optical angle of view) forms an
optical image of the object on an 1mage sensing suriace of the
image sensing device 14 through an aperture of a shutter 12
provided with an 1ris function. A CCD sensor or a CMOS
sensor, for example, can be used for the image sensing device
14. The image sensing device 14 converts the optical image
into an electric analog 1image signal and outputs the image.

An A/D converter 16 converts the analog image signal
provided by the image sensing device 14 into a digital image
signal.

The image sensing device 14 and the A/D converter 16 are
controlled by a clock signal or a control signal provided by a
timing generating circuit 18. The timing generating circuit 18
1s controlled by a memory control section 22 and a system
control section 50.

An 1mage processing section 20 performs 1mage process-
ing such as pixel interpolating processing or color converting
processing on 1image data (digital image signal) provided by
the A/D converter 16 or image data provided by the memory
control section 22. The image processing section 20 calcu-
lates data for AF (auto-focus) processing, AE (automatic
exposure) processing, and EF (automatic dimming by flash
pre-emission) in the T'TL (through the lens) system based on
image data picked up by the image sensing device 14. The
image processing section 20 provides data obtained by the
calculation for the system control section 50.

The system control section 50 realizes automatic exposure
and an auto-focusing function by controlling an exposure
control section 40 and a ranging control section 42 (AF con-
trol section) based on the data. Further, the image processing,
section 20 executes AWB (auto-white balance) processing 1n
the T'TL system based on the image data picked up by the
image sensing device 14.

The memory control section 22 controls the A/D converter
16, the timing generating circuit 18, the 1mage processing
section 20, an 1image display memory 24, a D/A converter 26,
a memory 30, a compression/expansion section 32.

Image data outputted from the A/D converter 16 1s written
into the 1image display memory 24 or the memory 30 via the
image processing section 20 and the memory control section
22, or directly via the memory control section 22 without
passing through the 1image processing section 20.

The display image data written 1 the image display
memory 24 1s converted 1nto an analog display image signal
by the D/A converter 26 and provided for the image display
section 28. Accordingly, the picked up 1image 1s displayed on
the image display section 28. An electronic view finder (EVF)
function 1s realized by serially displaying picked up images
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on the image display section 28. The image display section 28
can be arbitrarily tuned ON/OFF {for its display by an instruc-
tion from the system control section 50. Power consumption
of the digital camera 100 can be reduced when 1t 1s used with
the display turned OFF.

The memory 30 1s used for storing a still image or amoving
image picked up (as an 1mage to be recorded in a storage
medium). The capacity and the access rate (the writing rate,
the reading rate) of the memory 30 may be arbitrarily
designed. In order to enable continuous shooting, 1n which a
plurality of still images are serially picked up, or panoramic
shooting, the capacity and the access rate needs to be given 1n
accordance with the respective purposes. The memory 30 can
be used also as a working area for the system control section
50.

The compression/expansion section 32 1s a circuit for com-
pressing/expanding image data by an adaptive discrete cosine
transform (ADCT) or the like. The compression/expansion
section 32 1s arranged to read image data stored in the
memory 30, perform compression processing or expansion
processing on the image data, and write the processed 1image
data in the memory 30.

The exposure control section 40 controls a shutter 12 pro-
vided with the 1ris function based on information provided by
the system control section 50. The exposure control section
40 may have a flash dimming function, which 1s 1n coopera-
tion with a tflash 48 (emission apparatus). The flash 48 has a
flash dimming function and a floodlight function of an AF fill
light.

The ranging control section 42 controls a focusing lens of
the optical system 10 based on information provided by the
system control section 50.

The zoom control section 44 controls zooming of the opti-
cal system 10.

A barrnier control section 46 controls an operation of a
barrier 102 which protects the optical system 10.

A flash 48 tloodlights when an 1mage 1s picked up 1n a dark
place such as 1n the room or tloodlights the AF fill light.

The system control section 50 controls over the entire
digital camera 100.

A memory 52 stores constants, variables and a program for
operating the system control section 50.A memory 352 also
stores object data and the like for displaying an object on the
image display section 28. Unlike the image data generated by
image pick up, the object data 1s saved 1n a memory area
different from the memory area for temporally saving image
data. The object data 1s typically written 1n the memory 52
before shipment of the digital camera 100. The object data
may also be rewritten by a user based on data downloaded
through a telecommunication line or data contained 1n a stor-
age medium and provided for the user after shipment of the
digital camera 100. Furthermore, the object data may be
rewritten at the service center or the like.

A display section 54 includes an LCD, an LED or the like.
The display section 54 includes one or more devices and 1s
arranged to output an operation state, a message or the like by
character, 1image or the like according to execution of the
program at the system control section 50. The display section
54 1s placed 1n the appropnate place of the digital camera 100.
Some display devices included in the display section 54 may
be placed 1n an optical finder 104.

Information displayed on the LCD or the like among infor-
mation displayed 1n the display section 54 includes a single-
shot/continuous shooting 1mage pick up display, a self-timer
display, a compression ratio display, a number of recording
pixels display, a number of recorded 1mages display, a num-
ber of remaining recordable images display, a shutter speed
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display, and the like. In addition, i1t includes an 1ris value
display, an exposure correction display, a flash display, a red
eyes alleviating display, a macro image pick up display, a
buzzer setting display, a remaiming amount of clock battery
display, a remaining amount of battery display, an error dis-
play, an information display by a plurality of digits, and the
like. Further, it also includes an attaching/detaching state of
storage media 200 and 210 display, an operation display for
communication I/'F 110, a date/time display and the like.

Information displayed in the optical finder 104 among
information displayed in the display section 54 includes a
focusing display, a camera shake warning display, a tlash
charging display, a shutter speed display, an 1ris value display,
an exposure correction display and the like.

A non-volatile memory 56 1s a memory which can be
clectrically erased and recorded such as an EEPROM or the
like. The abovementioned object data may be stored 1n the
non-volatile memory 356.

A mode dial 60 1s a dial for setting (switching) a state of the
digital camera 100 to an “image pick up mode”, a “replaying
mode”, a “PC connecting mode™, or the like.

A first shutter switch SW1 62 1s turned ON during an
operation (half press) of the shutter button (not shown) and
instructs the system control section 50 to start AF processing,
AE processing, AWB processing, EF proces sing and the like.

A second shutter switch SW2 64 1s tuned ON when the
shutter button (not shown) has been operated (fully pressed).
The SW2 64 mstructs the system control section 50 to start
processing of reading out an 1mage signal from the image
sensing device 14, converting 1t into digital image data at the
A/D converter 16, processing 1t at the 1mage processing sec-
tion 20, and then writing 1t 1n the memory 30 via the memory
control section 22. The SW2 64 also instructs the system
control section 50 to start a series of processes (1mage pick up
processing) including processing of reading out 1image data
from the memory 30, compressing it at the compression/
expansion section 32, and writing the compressed 1image data
in the storage medium 200 or 210.

An angle detecting sensor 68 detects a tilting angle of the
digital camera 100. In short, the angle detecting sensor 68
detects whether the digital camera 100 1s 1n a horizontal
position or rotated to the lett or right by 90 degrees.

An operation section 70 includes various buttons and a
touch panel and the like, including a menu button, a set
button, a macro button, a multi-screen replay new page but-
ton, a flash setting button, a single-shot/continuous shooting/
self timer switching button and the like. The operation section
70 also 1ncludes a menu movement +(plus) button, a menu
movement —(minus) button, a replay image movement
+(plus) button, a replay image movement —(minus) button, a
picked up image quality selection button, an exposure correc-
tion button, a date/time setting button and the like.

A power source control section 80 includes a power source
detecting circuit, a DC-DC converter, a switch circuit for
switching a block to be alive and the like. The power source
control section 80 detects the presence of the power source,
the type of power source, and the remaining amount of bat-
tery. According to the detected result and an instruction from
the system control section 50, the power source control sec-
tion 80 controls the DC-DC converter and supplies necessary
voltage to each block 1n a necessary time period. The body of
the digital camera 100 and the power source 86 have connec-
tors 82 and 84 respectively and they are connected with each
other by the connectors. The power source 86 1s a primary
battery such as an alkaline battery and a lithium battery and
the like, a secondary battery such as a NiCd battery, N1MH
battery, L1 battery and the like, and an AC adapter and the like.
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The storage media 200 and 210 are connected to connec-
tors 92 and 96 of the body of the digital camera 100 by
connectors 206 and 216. The storage media 200 and 210
includes recording sections 202 and 212 such as a semicon-
ductor memory, a hard disk and the like, interfaces 204 and
214, for example, and connected to a bus 1n the digital camera
100 via the interfaces 90 and 94 of the digital camera 100. A
storage medium attach/detach detecting section 98 detects
whether the storage media 200 and 210 are connected to the
connectors 92 and 96 or not.

Although 1t 1s described to have two lines of an interface
and a connector for attaching a storage medium 1n this
example, the digital camera 100 may have a single line or may
have three or more lines. If 1t has a plurality of lines of an
interface and a connector, they may have specifications dii-
ferent from each other. As an interface and a connector, those
complying with specifications of a PCMCIA card or a CF
(compact flash (registered trademark)) card or the like can be
used.

If those complying with specifications of the PCMCIA

card, the CF card or the like are adopted as interfaces 90 and
94 and connectors 92 and 96, they can transier to exchange
image data and management information attached to the
image data with an external apparatus by using a card or like
to be listed below. The card includes various communication
cards such as a LAN card or a modem card, a USB card, an
IFEE1394 card, a P1284 card, a SCSI card, a communication
card such as a PHS and the like. For the external apparatus, a
peripheral apparatus such as a computer, a printer or the like
can be used.
The optical finder 104 enables image pick up without using
an EVF function by the image display section 28. Inside the
optical finder 104, a display device for forming a part of the
display section 34, for example a display device for perform-
ing a focusing display, a camera shake warning display, a
flash charging display, a shutter speed display, an ir1s value
display, an exposure correction display and the like can be
disposed.

The communication I’F 110 provides various communica-
tion functions such as a USB, an IEEE1394, a P1284, a SCSI,
a modem, a LAN, a RS232C, a radio communication and the
like. To the communication I/F 110, a connector 112 for
connecting the digital camera 100 with another apparatus can
be connected, or an antenna can be connected when a radio
communication function 1s provided.

<Flow of Image Display Processing>

FIG. 2 1s a flowchart showing a flow of processes for
displaying an original image on a display area, 1.e., on an
image display section 28. The processes in the flowchart may
be executed 1n such cases listed below.

(1) The case where a user gives an instruction to display an
image recorded in the storage medium 200 or 210 to the
system control section 50 via the operation section 70. The
image displayed 1n this case 1s called a “replay 1image™, and
the replay 1mage becomes an original 1image, from which a
display 1image 1s generated.

(2) The case where a user instructs the system control
section 50 to pick up an 1mage by operating a shutter button
(not shown), and the system control section 50 displays a
picked up image for checking on the image display section 28
for a predetermined several seconds instructed by the user
(so-called a “REC review display function”).

The two cases shown here are merely examples. To
describe them 1n general, when the system control section 50
receives an instruction and displays an image on the image
display section 28, the processing in the flowchart is
executed.
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The feature of the image display processing in the embodi-
ment 1s that the system control section 50 selects an 1image
display mode from the two display modes depending on the
conditions to be detailed below. In the first display mode, the
system control section 50 resizes an original 1image so that the
entire original 1mage 1s contained in the display area and
displays the resized image. In the second display mode, the
system control section 50 resizes an original 1image so that the
s1ze of the original image either 1n the horizontal direction or
in the vertical direction matches the size of the display area
and the size in the other direction becomes too large to be
contained 1n the display area, and displays the resized image
with scrolling the part which cannot completely be contained
in the display area.

In the first display mode, the system control section 50
resizes the original image so that the sizes of the original
image and the display area either in the horizontal direction or
in the vertical direction match and the size in the other direc-
tion of the original 1image 1s equal to or less than the size of the
display area.

In the second display mode, the system control section 50
resizes the original image so that the sizes of the original
image and the display area either in the horizontal direction or
in the vertical direction match. The direction 1s chosen so that
the magnification of resize becomes larger.

It will be described 1n detail with reference to the tlowchart
of FIG. 2.

At the step S201, the system control section 50 determines
whether scrolling of the display image 1s permitted or not. The
detail of the determination will be described later with refer-
ence to FIG. 3. IT the scrolling 1s permitted, the operation
proceeds to the step S202. If the scrolling 1s not permitted, the
operation proceeds to the step S211.

At the step S202, the system control section 50 checks an
aspect ratio of the display area of the image display section
28. The aspect ratio of the display area 1s, for example, pre-
viously recorded 1n the non-volatile memory 56 though it1s a
designing matter of the digital camera 100. Here, angle infor-
mation of the digital camera 100 obtained from the angle
detection sensor 68 1s used. Assume the case where if the
angle information 1s 0 degrees (horizontal state), the aspect
ratio of the display area 1s 4:3 horizontal to vertical. In this
case, the aspect ratio of the display area 1s 3:4 horizontal to
vertical 1f the angle information 1s 90 degrees (vertical state).
As 1t 1s not general to view an 1image obliquely, angle infor-
mation other than O degrees and 90 degrees 1s preferably
approximated to the nearer one of them. As 180 degrees
means a horizontal state as a result, and 270 degrees means a
vertical state, they are preferably considered as 0 degrees and
90 degrees respectively.

At the step S203, the system control section 50 checks the
aspect ratio of the image to be displayed, 1.e., the original
image. The aspect ratio of the original image can be checked
because the number of pixels of the original image 1s obtained
from a header area of an image file including the original
image. I a REC review 1s performed on an 1image immedi-
ately after picked up as an original image, the aspect ratio can
be directly obtained from setting information of the digital
camera 100.

Atthe step S204, the system control section 30 determines
whether the aspect ratio of the display area and the aspect
rat10 of the original 1image match or not. As the original image
can be displayed on the entire display area without necessity
of scrolling 11 the aspect ratios match, the operation proceeds
to the step S211. If the aspect ratios do not match, the opera-
tion proceeds to the step S205.
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At the step S205, the system control section 50 calculates a
magnification where the original 1mage 1s resized so that the
s1ze of the original image 1n the horizontal direction matches
the si1ze of the display area in the horizontal direction, and a
magnification where the original image 1s resized so that the
s1ze ol the original 1image 1n the vertical direction matches the
s1ize of the display area in the vertical direction. Next, the
system control section 50 compares the calculated two mag-
nifications. If the latter magnification 1s larger, the operation
proceeds to the step S209; and 11 the former magnification 1s
larger, the operation proceeds to the step S206.

Comparison of the aspect ratios at the step S204 can also be
performed by comparison of two magnifications. That 1s to
say, 1I two magnifications match, the aspect ratios also match.

Here, 11 the original image 1s 1600 pixels 1n horizontalx900
pixels 1n vertical and if the display area 1s 320 pixels in
horizontalx240 pixels in vertical and the original 1mage 1s
resized with the horizontal direction of the display area being
as basis, the magnification 1s 1/3, and 11 the original 1image 1s
resized with the vertical direction being as basis, the magni-
fication 1s 4/15. Theretore, the operation proceeds to the step
5209 1n the example.

At the step S206, the system control section 50 determines
whether a difference between the aspect ratio of the display
area and the aspect ratio of the original 1mage 1s within a
predetermined range or not. The details of the determination
will be described later with reference to FIG. 4. It the difier-
ence 1s within the predetermined range, the operation pro-
ceeds to the step S208; and 11 the difference 1s not within the
predetermined range, the operation proceeds to the step S207.

At the step S207, the system control section 50 generates a
resized 1mage which 1s an original 1mage resized so that the
s1ze of the original image 1n the horizontal direction matches
the size of the display area in the horizontal direction, and
stores the resized image 1n the memory 30. Next, the system
control section 50 realizes scrolling display of the resized
image 1n the vertical direction by cutting out portions in the
same size as that of the display area from the resized image
recorded in the memory 30 and transferring them to the image
display memory 24 {from the top or from the bottom in order.
The scrolling display will be described later with reference to
FIG. 7A to FIG. 7D.

At the step S208, the system control section 50 resizes the
original 1image so that the size of the original 1image in the
vertical direction matches the size of the display area 1n the
vertical direction and displays the entire original image 1n the
display area. This 1s because i1 a difference of aspect ratios
determined at the step S206 1s within a predetermined range
and the entire original image 1s displayed 1n the display area,
the display image becomes relatively large. It 1s a mater of
course that the digital camera 100 may be arranged to perform
scrolling display in the vertical direction at the step S207
without performing determination at the step S206.

At the step S209, the system control section 50 determines
whether a difference between the aspect ratio of the display
arca and the aspect ratio of the original image 1s within a
predetermined range or not. The details of the determination
will be described later with reference to FIG. 5. If 1t 1s within
the predetermined range, the operation proceeds to the step
S211, and if 1t 1s not within the predetermined range, the
operation proceeds to the step S210.

At the step S210, the system control section 30 generates a
resized 1mage which 1s an original 1mage resized so that the
s1ze ol the original 1image 1n the vertical direction matches the
s1ze of the display area 1n the vertical direction and stores the
resized 1image 1n the memory 30. Next, the system control
section 50 realizes scrolling display of the resized image 1n
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the horizontal direction by cutting out portions in the same
size as that of the display area from the resized image
recorded in the memory 30 and transferring them to the image
display memory 24 from the left or from the right in order.
The scrolling display will be described later with reference to
FIG. 8A to FIG. 8D.

The processing at the step S211 differs depending on the
step from which the operation reached the step S211.

It the operation reached from the step S201, the system
control section 30 generates a resized image which 1s an
original image resized so that the sizes of the original image
and the display 1mage either in the horizontal direction or 1n
the vertical direction match and the size 1n the other direction
of the original 1mage 1s equal to or less than the size of the
display area, and record i1t in the memory 30. Next, the system
control section 50 transfers the resized image to the image
display memory 24 and displays the entire original image 1n
the display area.

If the operation reached from the step S204, the system
control section 50 performs the same processing as in the case
where the operation reached from the step S201, but the
original image can be resized with either the vertical direction
or the horizontal direction as basis. This 1s because the aspect
ratios of the original image and the display area match.

It the operation reached from the step S209, the system
control section 50 resizes the original image so that the size of
the original image in the horizontal direction matches the size
of the display area in the horizontal direction, and displays the
entire original image in the display area. This 1s because 11 the
difference between the aspect ratios determined at the step
5209 1s within a predetermined range and the entire original
image 1s displayed in the display area, the display image
becomes relatively large. It 1s a matter of course that the
digital camera 100 may be arranged to perform scrolling
display in the horizontal direction at the step S210 without
performing determination at the step S209.

During the scrolling display at the step S207 or S210, the
digital camera 100 may be instructed to transit to another
operation state. In this case, the digital camera 100 desirably
stops the scrolling display and transits to the other state. This
1s because 11 the scrolling display 1s not stopped, the transition
to the other state cannot be executed until the scrolling display
1s finished, which consequently hampers smooth transition
between operation states. Instructions to transit to another
state include, for example, a transition mnstruction to another
mode made by the mode dial 60 which 1s manipulated, a
display instruction of another screen such as a menu screen or
an 1mage forwarding instruction, both made by the operation
section 70 which 1s manipulated, and a shooting 1nstruction
during the REC review display (described later).

<Flow of Scroll Permission Determination Processing>

FIG. 3 1s a flowchart showing a flow of processes for
determining whether scrolling of the display image 1s permiut-
ted or not at the step S201 of FIG. 2.

At the step S301, the system control section 50 determines
whether a mode dial 60 of the digital camera 100 1s set for a
shooting mode or not. If 1t 1s set for the shooting mode, the
operation proceeds to the step S302; 1f otherwise, proceeds to
the step S303.

Atthe step S302, the system control section 30 determines
whether a display time of the REC review 1s within a prede-
termined time or not. A situation in which an 1image 1s dis-
played 1n the shooting mode occurs when a picked up 1image
1s displayed for checking immediately after the image is
picked up (REC review). If a display time of the REC review
1s within a predetermined time, the operation proceeds to the
step S310, and the system control section 50 does not permit
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the scrolling display. This 1s because 11 the scrolling display 1s
permitted, a case where scrolling does not end within a dis-
play time of the REC review may occur. If the scrolling
display 1s made to end within a short display time of REC
review, the scrolling becomes fast, thus, the review image
becomes uneasy to be viewed. The display time for the REC
review can be set by a user operating the operation section 70
or the like. The digital camera 100 may be arranged to allow
a user to select a predetermined time for determining whether
the scrolling of the review 1mage 1s to be permitted or not, or
to use a unique stipulated value of the digital camera 100. IT
the display time of the REC review 1s longer than a predeter-
mined time at the step S302, the operation proceeds to the step
S303.

The digital camera 100 1s preferably arranged to stop the
scrolling display and perform the next image pick up, if the
scrolling of the review 1image 1n a shooting mode 1s permitted
and a user 1nstructs to shoot the next image when a REC
review 1mvolving the scrolling 1s being displayed.

The digital camera 100 may be arranged to avoid the scroll-
ing display whenever in the REC review, because in the image
display for the REC review, the scroll, if allowed, 1s time
consuming and disturbing. This can be achieved by proceed-
ing to the step S310 whenever it 1s determined that the mode
dial 1s set for a recording mode at the step S301.

At the step S303, the system control section 50 determines
whether the digital camera 100 performs automatic serial
display (slide show) of images or not. If 1t performs the slide
show, the operation proceeds to the step S304; and if 1t does
not perform the slide show, the operation proceeds to the step
S306.

At the step S304, the system control section 50 determines
whether an effect setting 1s performed on the slide show or
not. If the effect setting 1s performed on the slide show, the
operation proceeds to the step S310, and the system control
section 50 does not permit the scrolling display. This 1s
because a special effect such as fade-in or fade-out of the
replay image may be added to the slide show effects, and as a
result, the special effect and the scrolling display of the replay
image are performed at the same time and the display image
may become too much complicated to be viewed. If the etfect
setting 1s not performed on the slide show, the operation
proceeds to the step S305.

At the step S305, the system control section 50 determines
whether a display time for a slide of the slide show 1s within
a predetermined time or not. It it 1s within the predetermined
time, the operation proceeds to the step S310 and the system
control section 50 does not permit scrolling display. This 1s
because 11 the scrolling 1s permitted when a display time for a
single slide of the slide show 1s too short, a case where the
scrolling does not end within a display time for a single slide
of the slide show may occur. If a display time for a single slide
of the slide show 1s short and the scrolling display 1s made to
end within the display time, the scrolling becomes fast, thus,
it become poorly viewed. If a display time for a single slide of
the slide show exceeds a predetermined time, the operation
proceeds to the step S306. The display time for a single slide
for the slide show can be set by a user as the user operates the
operation section 70 or the like. The digital camera may be
arranged to allow a user to set a predetermined time for
determining whether the scrolling i1s to be permitted 1n the
slide show or not, or to use a particular preset value.

The digital camera 100 1s preferably arranged to display
the next replay 1image (an object of a replay instruction) even
in the scrolling display it the system control section 50
receives an 1image forwarding instruction from the operation
section 70 during a slide show.
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At the step S306, the system control section 50 determines
whether a display of the replay 1image 1s multi-replay (thumb-
nail display) or not. The multi-replay 1s to display a plurality
of 1images 1n a screen. An example of that will be shown 1n
FIG. 12A. If the display i1s 1n multi-replay, the operation
proceeds to the step S310, and the system control section 50
does not permit the scrolling display. This 1s because 11 the
display 1s in multi-replay, 1t may be a case where a user wants
to find one or more 1mages from a plurality of images instead
of viewing details of an 1mage, thus, an 1mage 1s easily found
if each 1mage 1s entirely displayed instead of an 1image being
displayed as scrolled. If the display of the replay 1mage 1s not
in the multi-replay, the operation proceeds to the step S307.

At the step S307, the system control section 50 determines
whether the display of the replay image 1s 1n a direct print
setting screen or not. It 1t 1s 1n the direct print setting screen,
the operation proceeds to the step S310, and the system con-
trol section 50 does not permit the scrolling display. The
digital camera 100 can perform direct print which causes a
printer to print an 1mage in a storage medium 200 or 210 by
connecting the communication I'F 110 to the printer via a
USB or a wireless LAN and the like. Here, the user needs to
select an 1mage to be printed. In such a case, 1t 1s highly
possible that the user wants to check a printing range for an
objective image or the like, and the scrolling display 1s incon-
venient for the user to check the printing range. Therefore, 1T
display of the replay 1mage 1s 1n a direct print setting 1mage,
scrolling display 1s not permitted. As with the case where an
image to be printed 1s selected in the direct print setting
screen, operations to select a desired image from a plurality of
images include selection of an 1image to be transierred, selec-
tion of an 1image to be deleted, selection of an 1mage to be
protected, and selection of images to be displayed 1n the slide
show. The display associated with these operations 1s not
intended for an appreciation of an 1mage, but for identifica-
tion of an 1image. Therefore, 1t may be considered that the
scrolling display performed every time 1s disturbing due to
the scroll which takes time. Accordingly, 1n addition to the
direct print setting screen, the digital camera 100 may be
arranged to disable the scrolling display 1n such a display for
selecting a desired 1image from a plurality of images. If the
display of the replay image 1s not in the direct print setting
screen, the operation proceeds to the step S308.

At the step S308, the system control section 50 determines
whether a serial forwarding of replay images 1s being per-
formed or not. If 1t 1s being executed, the operation proceeds
to the step S310, and the system control section 50 does not
permit the scrolling display. This 1s because 1f a serial for-
warding of replay images 1s performed, 1t 1s considered that a
user generally wants to view replay images as many as pos-
sible 1n a short time, thus, the scrolling display which takes
much time 1n displaying a replay 1image 1s not preferable. The
serial forwarding of the replay image 1s to switch images to be
replayed one after another in a short time as a user operates
the operating section 70. There are two methods for switching,
images to be replayed one after another 1n a short time; a
method of keeping an 1image forwarding button on the opera-
tion section 70 pressed and a method of repeating operations
of pressing and releasing the image forwarding buttons 1n a
short time interval. The system control section 50 may deter-
mine whether the serial forwarding of replay 1mages 1s per-
formed or not for both of the methods, or for either of the
methods. In determining whether a serial forwarding 1s being,
performed by the method of repeating operations of pressing,
and releasing the image forwarding buttons in a short time
interval, 1f an average of intervals between pressing opera-
tions on an image forwarding button for the past specified
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number 1s within a predetermined time, 1t 1s determined that
serial forwarding 1s being performed. It the serial forwarding
of replay 1mages 1s not being performed, the operation pro-
ceeds to the step S309.

At the step S309, the system control section 50 permits the
scrolling display. This 1s because as a result of determinations
at the steps S301 to S308, 1t 15 considered that replay images
are forwarded one by one at a relatively long interval. The
digital camera 100 1s preferably arranged to stop the scrolling
display and display the next replay image (which 1s an object
of a replay instruction), 1f the system control section 50
receives an istruction of image forwarding during the scroll-
ing display.

The digital camera 100 may be arranged not to permit the
scrolling display i replay images which are once displayed as
scrolled are to be displayed again even in the case where
replay 1images are forwarded one by one at a relatively long
interval. This 1s for preventing troublesome in that the same
images are displayed as scrolled again and again. Information
on whether the replay images have already been displayed as
scrolled or not may be recorded 1n the header area 1n an 1mage
file which includes the replay images or in the memory 30.

<Flow of Difference Degree between Aspect Ratios Deter-
mination Processing>

FIG. 4 1s a flowchart showing a flow of processes for
determining whether a difference between the aspect ratio of
the display area and the aspect ratio of the original 1mage 1s
within a predetermined range or not at the step S206 of FIG.
2.

At the step S401, the system control section 50 obtains the
s1ize ol the replay 1mage 1n the vertical direction when the
replay 1image 1s resized so that the size of the replay image in
the horizontal direction matches the size of the display area in
the horizontal direction.

At the step S402, the system control section 50 determines
whether the value from ((the size 1n the vertical direction
obtained at the step S401)/(the size of the display area 1n the
vertical direction)) 1s larger than a predetermined value or not.
It 1t 1s larger than the predetermined value, the operation
proceeds to the step S404, and the system control section 50
determines that “the aspect ratio 1s outside the predetermined
range”. If 1t 1s not larger than the predetermined value, the
operation proceeds to the step S403, and the system control
section 50 determines that “the aspect ratio 1s within the
predetermined range”.

The predetermined value can be previously recorded 1n the
non-volatile memory 56 or the like. The larger the value, the
more the scrolling display of the replay image 1s restricted;
however, 1t becomes more possible that viewability decreases
due to the small display image.

FIG. 5 1s a flowchart showing a flow of processes for
determining whether a difference between the aspect ratio of
the display area and the aspect ratio of the original 1mage 1s
within a predetermined range at the step S209 of FIG. 2.

At the step S501, the system control section 50 obtains the
s1ze of the replay 1image 1n the horizontal direction when the
replay image 1s resized so that the size of the replay image in
the vertical direction matches the size of the display area in
the vertical direction.

At the step S502, the system control section 50 determines
whether the value from ((the size 1n the horizontal direction
obtained at the step S501)/(the size of the display area 1n the
horizontal direction)) 1s larger than a predetermined value or
not. If 1t 1s larger than the predetermined value, the operation
proceeds to the step S504, and the system control section 50
determines that “the aspect ratio 1s outside the predetermined
range”. If 1t 1s not larger than the predetermined value, the
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operation proceeds to the step S503, and the system control
section 50 determines that “the aspect ratio 1s within the
predetermined range”.

The predetermined value can be previously recorded in the
non-volatile memory 56, for example as at the step S402. The
larger the value, the more the scrolling display of the replay
image 1s restricted; however, 1t becomes more possible that
viewability decreases due to the small display image. The
predetermined value at the step S402 and the predetermined
value at the step S502 are not necessarily the same.

<Image Display Example>

FIGS. 6A to 6C are diagrams showing examples of a dis-
play image when the entire original image 1s displayed in the
display area.

FIG. 6 A 1s an example of a display image when the opera-
tionreached from the step S204 to S211. As the aspectratio of
the original 1image and the aspect ratio of the display area
match, the entire original image 1s fully displayed in the entire
display area.

FIG. 6B 1s an example of the display image at the step
S208. Although there are blank parts at the left side and the
right side of the display 1image, the display image 1s relatively
large and viewable.

FIG. 6C 1s an example of the display image when the
operation reached from the step S209 to the step S211.
Although there are blank parts at the top and the bottom of the
display image, the display image 1s relatively large and view-
able.

If the operation reached from the step S201 to the step S211
where the aspect ratio of the original 1mage and the aspect
ratio of the display area do not match, the display image
becomes that shown in FIG. 6B or 6C. In such a case, the
display 1image may be small and not viewable depending on
the degree of a difference between aspect ratios.

Although the display image 1s placed 1n the center of the
display area in FIG. 6B and FIG. 6C, 1t 1s not necessarily
placed 1n the center, and the display image may be placed at
the left side of the display area instead of, for example, 1n the
case of FIG. 6B.

FIGS. 7A to 7D are diagrams showing examples where a
display 1mage 1s displayed as vertically scrolled at the step
S207. If the entire original 1image 1s to be displayed 1n the
display area, 1t 1s shown as 1n FIG. 7D; however, the display
image becomes small so that a part of the original 1mage 1s
displayed as scrolled from the top to the bottom as the display
image as shown i FIGS. 7A to 7C. At the step S207, the
scrolling of the display image 1s automatically performed by
control of the system control section 50. Because it 1s deter-
mined that at the step S207 performing the scrolling display 1s
preferable as a result of various determinations, it 1s highly
possible that the scrolling display 1s desirably performed for
a user. Therefore, the automatic scrolling display reduces
burden for the user.

Although the scrolling of the display 1images 1s made to be
automatically performed, 1t may be performed manually by
the system control section 50 receiving a scrolling instruction
from a user via the operation section 70. The display image
may be scrolled from the bottom to the top 1nstead of from the
top to the bottom. After the scrolling ends, the entire original
image 1s preferably displayed in the display area as shown 1n
FIG. 7D. The digital camera 100 may be arranged to perform
the scrolling display automatically at first and manually in
response to a user’s mstruction after the automatic scrolling,
display completed. The digital camera 100 may be arranged
to display the entire original image 1n the display area at first
as shown mn FIG. 7D and starts the scrolling display in
response to a user’s mstruction via the operation section 70.
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Alternatively, although the display image 1s displayed 1n the
entire display area at first as shown 1n FIG. 7A, for example,
the scrolling may be started in response to a user’s instruction
via the operation section 70 1nstead of performing the scroll-
ing.

FIGS. 8A to 8D are diagrams showing examples where a
display 1image 1s horizontally scrolled at the step S210. If the
entire original image 1s to be displayed 1n the display area, 1t
will be shown as 1n FIG. 8D; however, as the display image
becomes small, thus, a part of the original image 1s displayed
as scrolled from the left to the right as the display image as
shown 1 FIGS. 8A to 8C.

That the display image 1s automatically scrolled, that it
may be manually performed, that 1t can be scrolled from the
right to the left, and that the entire original image 1s displayed
in the display area as shown in FIG. 8D after the scrolling
ends are the same as those described in the FIGS. 7A to 7D.

A guidance display may be performed when an image
display involving the scrolling 1s performed. FIG. 9 1s an
example of a screen display before the scrolling. Reference
numeral 901 denotes an area of the entire image displayed on
a screen 1n a bold line.

FIG. 101s an example of a screen display before the display
image 1s scrolled. Reference numeral 1001 denotes that it can
be scrolled to the top and reference numeral 1002 denotes that
it cannot be scrolled to the bottom. Reference numeral 1003
shows that the entire display image 1s displayed when a SE'T
button included 1n the operation section 70 1s pressed.

FIG. 11 1s an example of a screen display when the entire
display 1mage 1s displayed in the entire screen. Reference
numeral 1101 shows that it 1s displayed as scrolled when a
SE'T button included 1n the operation section 70 1s pressed.

<Thumbnail Display and Display of a Selected Image>

The digital camera 100 may have a thumbnail display
function for multi-displaying thumbnails of a plurality of
images 1n the display area. Although it 1s described that the
scrolling display 1s not permitted during multi-replaying in
FIG. 3, the digital camera 100 can be arranged to perform the
scrolling display when it performs multi-display. FIGS. 12A
to 12E are diagrams showing examples where a selected
image 1s displayed as scrolled when the particular image 1s
selected 1n a thumbnail display screen, which 1s multi-dis-
play.

FIG. 12A shows an example of thumbnail display screen.
In the thumbnail display screen, a user can select an image by
operating the operation section 70. In FIG. 12A, an image
contained in the double frames 1s selected. I the system
control section 50 receives a decision instruction from the
operation section 70 1n this state, the selected 1image 1s dis-
played 1n the display area according to the tflowchart of FIG.
2. The selected image 1s displayed as scrolled in the horizontal
direction, for example as shown 1 FIGS. 12B to 12D. It1s a
matter of course that the selected entire image 1s displayed in
the display area when the aspect ratio of the selected image
and the aspect ratio of the display area match.

When the scrolling display ends, the screen returns to the
original thumbnail display screen as shown in FIG. 12E.

<Image Selection 1n Direct Print>

As mentioned above, the digital camera 100 may have a
direct print function for printing an 1mage in the storage
medium 200 or 210 by connecting with the printer via the
USB or the wireless LAN. In such a case, an image to be
printed needs to be selected. The image display 1n the embodi-
ments described above may be applied to image selection in
direct print.

When a user performs image forwarding in searching for a
desired 1image, the system control section 30 can display an
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image according to the flowchart of FIG. 2. It can allow a user
to search for a desired image by using thumbnail display
screens of FIG. 12A and FIG. 12E. In other words, the digital
camera 100 may be arranged not to permit the scrolling dis-
play 1n the direct print setting screen as described with refer-
ence to FIG. 3, but it may be arranged to permit the scrolling
display also 1n the direct print setting screen.

As mentioned above, according to the embodiment, the
system control section 50 displays the entire original image as
a display image, or scrolls a display image with a part of the
original 1mage being the display image, depending on rela-
tionship between the aspect ratios of the original 1mage and
the display area. In addition, the system control section 30
changes whether the entire original image 1s displayed or the
display image 1s scrolled, depending on a purpose of display-
ing the image which varies depending on a operational state
of the digital camera 100.

That enables an easily viewable display image for a user to
be generated depending on a purpose of displaying the image
even from the original image with any aspect ratio.

Other Embodiment

The processing described 1n the above embodiments may
be realized by providing a storage medium, storing program
codes of software realizing the above-described functions, to
a computer system or apparatus. By reading the program
codes stored 1n the storage medium with a computer (or a
CPU or MPU) of the system or apparatus and executing them,
the functions of the above-described embodiments can be
realized. In this case, the program codes read from the storage
medium realize the functions according to the embodiments,
and the storage medium storing the program codes constitutes
the invention. The storage medium, such as a floppy (regis-
tered trademark) disk, a hard disk, an optical disk, a magneto-
optical disk and the like can be used for providing the pro-
gram codes. Also, CD-ROM, CD-R, a magnetic tape, a non-
volatile memory card, ROM, and the like can be used.

Furthermore, the functions according to the above embodi-
ments are realized not only by executing the program codes
read by the computer. The present invention also 1ncludes a
case where an OS (operating system) or the like working on
the computer performs part or the entire processes 1 accor-
dance with designations of the program codes and realizes the
functions according to the above embodiments.

Furthermore, the program codes read from the storage
medium may be written 1n a function expansion card which 1s
inserted nto the computer or 1n a memory provided 1n a
function expansion unit which i1s connected to the computer.
Thereatter, a CPU or the like contained 1n the function expan-
s1on card or unit may perform part or the entire processes 1n
accordance with designations of the program codes and may
realize the functions of the above embodiments.

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to exemplary embodiments, it 1s to be understood that
the invention 1s not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments. The scope of the following claims 1s to be
accorded the broadest mterpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2005-284409, filed Sep. 29, 2005, and Japa-
nese Patent Application No. 2006-247761, filed Sep. 13,
2006, which are hereby incorporated by reference herein 1n
their entirety.

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

18

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An 1image pickup apparatus which can display an image
on a predetermined display area whose aspect ratio 1s differ-
ent from that of said image, comprising;:

a {irst resizing umt adapted to obtain a first resized 1image
by resizing the entirety of said 1mage using a larger
magnification out of a first magnification and a second
magnification, the first magnification being for match-
ing the size of the entirety of said image 1n a horizontal
direction with the size of said display area in the hori-
zontal direction and the second magnification being for
matching the size of the entirety of said image in a
vertical direction with the size of said display area in the
vertical direction, the vertical direction being a direction
different from the horizontal direction;

a second resizing unmt adapted to obtain a second resized
image by resizing said image using a magnification
smaller than the other magnification of said first magni-
fication and said second magnification;

a determination unit adapted to, 1n accordance with a cur-
rently-set display mode for the image pickup apparatus
in displaying the image, automatically determine
whether (1) to perform scrolling display wherein a partial
area, whose size 1n the first direction matches the size of
the display area 1n the first direction, of the first resized
image 1s displayed on the display area while scrolling
the first resized image only 1n a second direction 1n
which the size of the entirety of the first resized 1mage 1n
the second direction does not match the size of the dis-
play area 1n the second direction, or (11) to perform
full-screen display wherein the entirety of said second
resized 1image being displayed without said first resized
image being displayed; and

a display control umt adapted to perform said scrolling
display or said full-screen display 1n accordance with the
determination by the determination unit,

wherein the determination unit performs said automatic
determination based on whether or not said currently-set
display mode 1s a REC review display mode for display-
ing a picked up image immediately after the image 1s
picked up,

wherein the determination unit determines to perform said
full-screen display, not said scrolling display, 11 the cur-
rently-set display mode 1s the REC review display mode,
and

wherein the determination unit determines to perform said
scrolling display if the currently-set display mode 1s a
predetermined display mode other than the REC review
display mode.

2. An 1mage display method for displaying an image on a
predetermined display area of an 1image pickup apparatus, the
predetermined display area having an aspect ratio different
from that of said 1image, the image display method compris-
ng:

a first resizing step of obtaining a first resized 1image by
resizing the entirety of said 1mage using a larger magni-
fication out of a first magnification and a second magni-
fication, the first magnification being for matching the
s1ze of the entirety of said image in a horizontal direction
with the si1ze of said display area 1n the horizontal direc-
tion and the second magnification being for matching
the size of the entirety of said image in a vertical direc-
tion with the size of said display area in the vertical
direction, the vertical direction being a direction differ-
ent from the horizontal direction;

a second resizing step of obtaining a second resized image
by resizing said image using a magnification smaller
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than the other magnification of said first magnification
and said second magmification;

a determination step of, 1n accordance with a currently-set
display mode for the image pickup apparatus 1n display-
ing the 1image, automatically determining whether (1) to
perform scrolling display wherein a partial area, whose
size 1n the first direction matches the size of the display
arca 1n the first direction, of the first resized image 1s
displayed on the display area while scrolling the first
resized 1mage only 1n a second direction in which the
s1ze of the entirety of the first resized image 1n the second
direction does not match the size of the display area 1n
the second direction, or (11) to perform full-screen dis-
play wherein the entirety of said second resized image
being displayed without said first resized image being
displayed; and

a display control step of performing said scrolling display
or said full-screen display in accordance with the deter-
mination in the determination step,

wherein the determination step performs said automatic
determination based on whether or not said currently-set
display mode 1s a REC review display mode for display-
ing a picked up image immediately after the 1image 1s
picked up,

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
full-screen display, not said scrolling display 11 the cur-
rently-set display mode 1s the REC review display mode,
and

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
scrolling display 1f the currently-set display mode 1s a
predetermined display mode other than the REC review
display mode.

3. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing a computer program for causing a computer to execute
an 1mage display method for displaying an 1mage on a pre-
determined display area of an 1mage pickup apparatus, the
predetermined display area having an aspect ratio different
from that of said image, the 1mage display method compris-
ng:

a first resizing step of obtaiming a first resized 1image by
resizing the entirety of said image using a larger magni-
fication out of a first magnification and a second magni-
fication, the first magnification being for matching the
s1ze of the entirety of said 1image 1n a horizontal direction
with the si1ze of said display area 1n the horizontal direc-
tion and the second magnification being for matching
the size of the entirety of said 1mage in a vertical direc-
tion with the size of said display area in the vertical
direction, the vertical direction being a direction differ-
ent from the horizontal direction;

a second resizing step of obtaining a second resized image
by resizing said 1image using a magnification smaller
than the other magnification of said first magnification
and said second magnification;

a determination step of, in accordance with a currently-set
display mode for the image pickup apparatus 1n display-
ing the image, automatically determining whether (1) to
perform scrolling display wherein a partial area, whose
size 1n the first direction matches the size of the display
area 1n the first direction, of the first resized 1mage 1s
displayed on the display area while scrolling the first
resized 1mage only 1n a second direction in which the
s1ze of the entirety of the first resized image 1n the second
direction does not match the size of the display area 1n
the second direction, or (11) to perform full-screen dis-
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play wherein the entirety of said second resized image
being displayed without said first resized image being
displayed; and

a display control step of [performina] performing said
scrolling display or said full-screen display in accor-
dance with the determination in the determination step,

wherein the determination step performs said automatic
determination based on whether or not said currently-set
display mode 1s a REC review display mode for display-
ing a picked up 1mage immediately after the image 1s
picked up,

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
tull-screen display, not said scrolling display, 11 the cur-
rently-set display mode i1s the REC review display mode,
and

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
scrolling display if the currently-set display mode 1s a
predetermined display mode other than the REC review
display mode.

4. An 1image display control apparatus for displaying an

image on a predetermined display area whose aspect ratio 1s
different from that of said 1image, comprising:

a first resizing umt adapted to obtain a first resized 1image
by resizing the entirety of said image using a larger
magnification out of a first magnification and a second
magnification, the first magnification being for match-
ing the size of the entirety of said image 1n a horizontal
direction with the size of said display area 1n the hori-
zontal direction and the second magnification being for
matching the size of the entirety of said image in a
vertical direction with the size of said display area 1n the
vertical direction, the vertical direction being a direction
different from the horizontal direction;

a second resizing unit adapted to obtain a second resized
image by resizing said image using a magnification
smaller than the other magnification of said first magni-
fication and said second magnification;

a determination unit adapted to, 1n accordance with a cur-
rently-set display mode for the image display control
apparatus 1n displaying the image, automatically deter-
mine whether (1) to perform scrolling display wherein a
partial area, whose size 1n the first direction matches the
s1ize of the display area 1n the first direction, of the first
resized 1mage 1s displayed on the display area while
scrolling the first resized 1image only 1n a second direc-
tion 1n which the size of the entirety of the first resized
image in the second direction does not match the size of
the display area 1n the second direction, or (11) to perform
tull-screen display wherein the entirety of said second
resized 1image being displayed without said first resized
image being displayed; and

a display control umt adapted to perform said scrolling
display or said full-screen display 1n accordance with the
determination by the determination unit;

wherein the determination unit performs said automatic
determination based on whether or not said currently-set
display mode 1s a slide show display mode for automatic
serial display of 1images,

wherein the determination unit determines to perform said
tull-screen display, not said scrolling display, 11 the cur-
rently-set display mode 1s the slide show display mode
and a display time set as a time for displaying respective
one of images in the slide show display mode 1s within a
predetermined time, and

wherein the determination unit determines to perform said
scrolling display 1f the currently-set display mode 1s the
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slide show display mode and said display time 1s longer
than the predetermined time.

5. The image display control apparatus according to claim
4, wherein

the display control unit stops said scrolling display 1f an
instruction 1s made by a user to switch to a next image
when said scrolling display 1s being performed 1n the
slide show display mode.

6. The image display control apparatus according to claim

4, further comprising an 1image pickup unit for picking up an
image, wherein:

the determination unit determines to perform said full-
screen display, not said scrolling display, i1t the cur-
rently-set display mode i1s the REC review display mode;
and

the determination unit determines to perform said full-
screen display, not said scrolling display, i1t the cur-
rently-set display mode is the slide show display mode.

7. The image display control apparatus according to claim
6 further comprising a recording unit adapted to record infor-
mation 1ndicating that said image has once undergone the
scrolling display in a case that the display control unit per-
forms the scrolling display on said image,

wherein based on the information recorded by the record-
ing umt, 11 an 1mage to be displayed has once undergone
the scrolling display, said determination unit determines
to perform the full-screen display irrespective of the
currently-set display mode.

8. An 1mage display method for displaying an 1image on a
predetermined display area of an 1image display control appa-
ratus, the predetermined display area having an aspect ratio
different from that of said image, the 1mage display method
comprising;

a first resizing step of obtaiming a first resized 1mage by
resizing the entirety of said image using a larger magni-
fication out of a first magnification and a second magni-
fication, the first magnification being for matching the
s1ze of the entirety of said image 1n a horizontal direction
with the size of said display area 1n the horizontal direc-
tion and the second magnification being for matching
the size of the entirety of said 1mage 1n a vertical direc-
tion with the size of said display area in the vertical
direction, the vertical direction being a direction differ-
ent from the horizontal direction;

a second resizing step of obtaining a second resized image

by resizing said image using a magnification smaller
than the other magnification of said first magnification
and said second magmification;

a determination step of, 1n accordance with a currently-set
display mode for the image display control apparatus 1n
displaying the 1mage, automatically determining
whether (1) to perform scrolling display wherein a partial
area, whose size 1n the first direction matches the size of
the display area 1n the first direction, of the first resized
image 1s displayed on the display area while scrolling
the first resized image only 1n a second direction 1n
which the size of the entirety of the first resized 1image in
the second direction does not match the size of the dis-
play area in the second direction, or (11) to perform
full-screen display wherein the entirety of said second
resized 1image being displayed without said first resized
image being displayed; and

a display control step of performing said scrolling display
or said full-screen display in accordance with the deter-
mination 1n the determination step,
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wherein the determination step performs said automatic
determination based on whether or not said currently-set
display mode 1s a slide show display mode for automatic
serial display of 1mages,

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
tull-screen display, not said scrolling display, 11 the cur-
rently-set display mode 1s the slide show display mode
and a display time set as a time for displaying respective
one of images in the slide show display mode 1s within a
predetermined time, and

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
scrolling display 1f the currently-set display mode 1s the
slide show display mode and said display time 1s longer
than the predetermined time.

9. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing a computer program for causing a computer to execute
an 1mage display method for displaying an 1mage on a pre-
determined display area of an 1mage display control appara-
tus, the predetermined display area having an aspect ratio
different from that of said image, the image display method
comprising;

a first resizing step of obtaining a first resized image by
resizing the entirety of said image using a larger magni-
fication out of a first magnification and a second magni-
fication, the first magnification being for matching the
s1ze of the entirety of said image 1n a horizontal direction
with the size of said display area 1n the horizontal direc-
tion and the second magnification being for matching
the size of the entirety of said image 1n a vertical direc-
tion with the size of said display area in the vertical
direction, the vertical direction being a direction differ-
ent from the horizontal direction;

a second resizing step of obtaining a second resized image
by resizing said image using a magnification smaller
than the other magnification of said first magnification
and said second magnification;

a determination step of, 1n accordance with a currently-set
display mode for the image display control apparatus 1n
displaying the 1mage, automatically determining
whether (1) to perform scrolling display wherein a partial
area, whose size 1n the first direction matches the size of
the display area 1n the first direction, of the first resized
image 1s displayed on the display area while scrolling
the first resized image only 1n a second direction 1n
which the size of the entirety of the first resized 1image in
the second direction does not match the size of the dis-
play area 1n the second direction, or (11) to perform
full-screen display wherein the entirety of said second
resized 1image being displayed without said first resized
image being displayed; and

a display control step of performing said scrolling display
or said full-screen display in accordance with the deter-
mination 1n the determination step,

wherein the determination step performs said automatic
determination based on whether or not said currently-set
display mode 1s a slide show display mode for automatic
serial display of 1mages,

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
full-screen display, not said scrolling display, 11 the cur-
rently-set display mode 1s the slide show display mode
and a display time set as a time for displaying respective
one of images in the slide show display mode 1s within a
predetermined time, and

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
scrolling display 1f the currently-set display mode 1s the
slide show display mode and said display time 1s longer
than the predetermined time.




US RE45,451 E

23

10. An 1image pickup apparatus which can display an image
on a predetermined display area whose aspect ratio 1s differ-
ent from that of said image, comprising;

a first resizing unit adapted to obtain a first resized 1mage
by resizing the enftirety of said image using a larger
magnification out of a first magnification and a second
magnification, the first magnification being for match-
ing the size of the entirety of said image 1n a horizontal
direction with the size of said display area in the hori-
zontal direction and the second magnification being for
matching the size of the entirety of said image in a
vertical direction with the size of said display area 1n the
vertical direction, the vertical direction being a direction
different from the horizontal direction;

a second resizing unit adapted to obtain a second resized
image by resizing said image using a magnification
smaller than the other magnification of said first magni-
fication and said second magnification;

a determination unit adapted to, 1n accordance with a cur-
rently-set display mode for the image pickup apparatus
in displaying the image, automatically determine
whether (1) to perform scrolling display wherein [apar-
tial] a partial area, whose size in the first direction
matches the size of the display area 1n the first direction,
of the first resized 1image 1s displayed on the display area
while scrolling the first resized 1mage only 1n a second
direction in which the size of the entirety of the first
resized 1image in the second direction does not match the
s1ize of the display area in the second direction, or (11) to
perform full-screen display wherein the entirety of said
second resized image being displayed without said first
resized 1mage being displayed; and

a display control unit adapted to perform said scrolling
display or said full-screen display 1n accordance with the
determination by the determination unit,

wherein the determination unit performs said automatic
determination based on whether or not said currently-set
display mode 1s a REC review display mode for display-
ing a picked up 1mage immediately after the image 1s
picked up,

wherein the determination unit determines to perform said
full-screen display, not said scrolling display, 11 the cur-
rently-set display mode 1s the REC review display mode
and a display time set as a time for displaying an 1mage
in the REC review display mode 1s within a predeter-
mined time, and

wherein the determination unit determines to perform said
scrolling display 11 the currently-set display mode 1s the

REC review display mode and said display time 1is
longer than the predetermined time.

11. The image pickup apparatus according to claim 10,
wherein:

the display control unit stops said scrolling display 1f an
image pickup instruction 1s made by a user when said
scrolling display 1s being performed 1n the REC review
display mode.

12. An 1image display method for displaying an 1image on a
predetermined display area of an 1mage pickup apparatus, the
predetermined display area having an aspect ratio different
from that of said image, the 1mage display method compris-
ng:

a first resizing step of obtaiming a first resized 1image by
resizing the entirety of said image using a larger magni-
fication out of a first magnification and a second magni-
fication, the first magnification being for matching the
s1ze of the entirety of said 1image 1n a horizontal direction
with the si1ze of said display area 1n the horizontal direc-
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tion and the second magnification being for matching
the size of the entirety of said image 1n a vertical direc-
tion with the size of said display area in the vertical
direction, the vertical direction being a direction differ-
ent from the horizontal direction;

a second resizing step ol obtaining a second resized image
by resizing said image using a magnification smaller
than the other magnification of said first magnification
and said second magnification;

a determination step of, 1n accordance with a currently-set
display mode for the image pickup apparatus in display-
ing the image, automatically determining whether (1) to
perform scrolling display wherein a partial area, whose
size 1n the first direction matches the size of the display
area 1n the first direction, of the first resized 1image 1s
displayved on the display area while scrolling the first
resized 1mage only 1n a second direction in which the
s1ze of the entirety of the first resized 1image 1n the second
direction does not match the size of the display area 1n
the second direction, or (11) to perform full-screen dis-
play wherein the entirety of said second resized image
being displayed without said first resized image being
displayed; and

a display control step of performing said scrolling display
or said full-screen display in accordance with the deter-
mination in the determination step,

wherein the determination step performs said automatic
determination based on whether or not said currently-set
display mode 1s a REC review display mode for display-
ing a picked up 1mage immediately after the image 1s
picked up,

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
tull-screen display, not said scrolling display, 11 the cur-
rently-set display mode 1s the REC review display mode
and a display time set as a time for displaying an image
in the REC review display mode 1s within a predeter-
mined time, and

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
scrolling display 1f the currently-set display mode 1s the
REC review display mode and said display time 1s
longer than the predetermined time.

13. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing a computer program for causing a computer to execute
an 1mage display method for displaying an image on a pre-
determined display area of an 1image pickup apparatus, the
predetermined display area having an aspect ratio different
from that of said 1image, the image display method compris-
ng:

a first resizing step of obtaining a {irst resized image by
resizing the entirety of said image using a larger magni-
fication out of a first magnification and a second magni-
fication, the first magnification being for matching the
s1ze of the entirety of said image in a horizontal direction
with the size of said display area 1n the horizontal direc-
tion and the second magnification being for matching
the size of the entirety of said image 1n a vertical direc-
tion with the size of said display area in the vertical
direction, the vertical direction being a direction differ-
ent from the horizontal direction;

a second resizing step of obtaining a second resized image
by resizing said image using a magnification smaller
than the other magnification of said first magnification
and said second magnification;

a determination step of, 1n accordance with a currently-set
display mode for the image pickup apparatus in display-
ing the image, automatically determining whether (1) to
perform scrolling display wherein a partial area, whose
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size 1n the first direction matches the size of the display
arca 1n the first direction, of the first resized image 1s
displayed on the display area while scrolling the first
resized 1image only 1n a second direction 1n which the
s1ze of the entirety of the first resized image 1n the second
direction does not match the size of the display area 1n
the second direction, or (11) to perform full-screen dis-
play wherein the entirety of said second resized image
being displayed without said first resized image being

5
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wherein the determination unit determines to perform said
full-screen display, not said scrolling display, 11 the cur-
rently-set display mode 1s the slide show display mode
and an effect setting 1s performed on the slide show, and

wherein the determination unit determines to perform said
scrolling display 1f the currently-set display mode 1s the
slide show display mode and an effect setting 1s not
performed on the slide show.

15. An image display method for displaying an image on a

predetermined display area of an image display control appa-
ratus, the predetermined display area having an aspect ratio
different from that of said image, the image display method
comprising:

displayed; and 10
a display control step of performing said scrolling display

or said full-screen display in accordance with the deter-

mination in the determination step,

wherein the determination step performs said automatic
determination based on whether or not said currently-set
display mode 1s a REC review display mode for display-
ing a picked up 1image immediately after the 1mage 1s
picked up,

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
tull-screen display, not said scrolling display, 11 the cur-
rently-set display mode 1s the REC review display mode
and a display time set as a time for displaying an image
in the REC review display mode 1s within a predeter-
mined time, and

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
scrolling display i1 the currently-set display mode 1s the

REC review display mode and said display time 1s
longer than the predetermined time.

14. An 1mage display control apparatus for displaying an

image on a predetermined display area whose aspect ratio 1s
different from that of said 1image, comprising:

a first resizing unit adapted to obtain a first resized 1image
by resizing the enftirety of said image using a larger
magnification out of a first magnification and a second
magnification, the first magnification being for match-
ing the size of the entirety of said image 1n a horizontal
direction with the size of said display area in the hori-
zontal direction and the second magnification being for
matching the size of the entirety of said image in a
vertical direction with the size of said display area 1n the
vertical direction, the vertical direction being a direction
different from the horizontal direction;

a second resizing unit adapted to obtain a second resized
image by resizing said image using a magnification
smaller than the other magnification of said first magni-
fication and said second magnification;

a determination unit adapted to, in accordance with a cur-
rently-set display mode for the image display control
apparatus 1n displaying the image automatically deter-
mine whether (1) to perform scrolling display wherein a
partial area, whose size 1n the first direction matches the
s1ize of the display area 1n the first direction, of the first
resized 1image 1s displayed on the display area while
scrolling the first resized 1image only 1n a second direc-
tion in which the size of the entirety of the first resized
image 1n the second direction does not match the size of
the display area 1n the second direction, or (11) to perform
full-screen display wherein the entirety of said second
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a first resizing step of obtaining a first resized 1image by
resizing the entirety of said 1mage using a larger magni-
fication out of a first magnification and a second magni-
fication, the first magnification being for matching the
s1ze of the entirety of said image in a horizontal direction
with the si1ze of said display area 1n the horizontal direc-
tion and the second magnification being for matching
the size of the entirety of said image in a vertical direc-
tion with the size of said display area in the vertical
direction, the vertical direction being a direction differ-
ent from the horizontal direction;

a second resizing step of obtaining a second resized image
by resizing said image using a magnification smaller
than the other magnification of said first magnification
and said second magnification;

a determination step of, 1n accordance with a currently-set
display mode for the image display control apparatus 1n
displaying the 1mage, automatically determining
whether (1) to perform scrolling display wherein a partial
area, whose size 1n the first direction matches the size of
the display area 1n the first direction, of the first resized
image 1s displayed on the display area while scrolling
the first resized 1mage only 1n a second direction in
which the size of the entirety of the first resized 1image in
the second direction does not match the size of the dis-
play area in the second direction, or (11) to perform
tull-screen display wherein the entirety of said second
resized 1image being displayed without said first resized
image being displayed; and

a display control step of performing said scrolling display
or said full-screen display 1n accordance with the deter-
mination 1n the determination step,

wherein the determination step performs said automatic
determination based on whether or not said currently-set
display mode 1s a slide show display mode for automatic
serial display of 1images,

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
tull-screen display, not said scrolling display, 11 the cur-
rently-set display mode 1s the slide show display mode
and an effect setting 1s performed on the slide show, and

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
scrolling display if the currently-set display mode 1s the
slide show display mode and an effect setting 1s not
performed on the slide show.

16. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium

storing a computer program for causing a computer to execute
an 1mage display method for displaying an image on a pre-
determined display area of an 1mage display control appara-
tus, the predetermined display area having an aspect ratio
different from that of said image, the image display method
comprising;
a first resizing step of obtaining a {irst resized image by
resizing the entirety of said image using a larger magni-
fication out of a first magnification and a second magni-

resized 1image being displayed without said first resized
image being displayed; and 60

a display control unit adapted to perform said scrolling
display or said full-screen display 1n accordance with the
determination by the determination unit,

wherein the determination unit performs said automatic
determination based on whether or not said currently-set 65
display mode 1s a slide show display mode for automatic
serial display of 1images,
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fication, the first magnification being for matching the
s1ze of the entirety of said 1image 1n a horizontal direction
with the size of said display area 1n the horizontal direc-
tion and the second magnification being for matching
the size of the entirety of said 1mage 1n a vertical direc-
tion with the size of said display area in the vertical
direction, the vertical direction being a direction differ-
ent from the horizontal direction;

a second resizing step of obtaining a second resized image
by resizing said image using a magnification smaller
than the other magnification of said first magnification
and said second magnification;

a determination step of, 1n accordance with a currently-set
display mode for the image display control apparatus 1n
displaying the 1mage, automatically determining
whether (1) to perform scrolling display wherein a partial
area, whose size 1n the first direction matches the size of
the display area 1n the first direction, of the first resized
image 1s displayed on the display area while scrolling
the first resized image only 1n a second direction 1n
which the size of the entirety of the first resized 1image in
the second direction does not match the size of the dis-
play area in the second direction, or (11) to perform
tull-screen display wherein the entirety of said second
resized 1mage being displayed without said first resized
image being displayed; and

a display control step of performing said scrolling display
or said full-screen display 1n accordance with the deter-
mination 1n the determination step,

wherein the determination step performs said automatic
determination based on whether or not said currently-set
display mode 1s a slide show display mode for automatic
serial display of 1images,

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
tull-screen display, not said scrolling display, 11 the cur-
rently-set display mode 1s the slide show display mode
and an effect setting 1s performed on the slide show, and

wherein the determination step determines to perform said
scrolling display i1 the currently-set display mode 1s the
slide show display mode and an effect setting 1s not
performed on the slide show.

17. An image display control apparatus for displaying an

Image, COmprising.

a display control unit adapted to perform control to rvesize
an image and display it on a display unit in one of a
plurality of display modes including a multi-display
mode in which a plurality of images are displayved on one

screen, wherein the display control unit is capable of

displaving the image vegavdless of whether the image is
in a landscape orientation or in a portrait orvientation,
and

a control unit adapted to contvol the display control unit to
automatically display the image using a larger magni-
fication out of a first magnification and a second mag-
nification depending on whether a currently-set display
mode is the multi-display mode without a user instruc-
tion on whether to use the first magnification or the
second magnification, the first magnification being for
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the control unit controls the display control unit so that the
display control unit displays the image using one of said
larger magnification and a smaller magnification out of
the first magnification and the second magnification if
the currently-set display mode is said multi-display
mode and the display control unit displays the image
using another one of said larger magnification and said
smaller magnification if the currently-set display mode
is a single-display mode in which a single image is
displaved on one screen.

19. The image display control apparatus accorvding to

claim 17, wherein

the control unit controls the display control unit so that the
display control unit displays the image using a smaller
magnification out of the first magnification and the sec-
ond magnification if the curvently-set display mode is the
multi-display mode.

20. The image display control apparatus according to

claim 17, wherein

the display control unit displays a part of the image by
excluding another part of the image which does not fit in
the display area when the display control unit displays
the image using said larger magnification.

21. The image display control apparatus according to

claim 20, wherein

the display control unit is capable of displaying said
another part of the image which does not fitin the display
area by scrolling the image when the display control unit
displays the image using said larger magnification.

22. The image display control apparatus accovding to
claim 17, further comprising an image pickup unit for picking
up an image.

23. An image display control method for displaying an
Image, COmprising.

a display control step of performing control to resize an
image and display it on a display unit in one of a plu-
rality of display modes including a multi-display mode
in which a plurality of images ave displaved on one
screen, whevein the display contrvol step is capable of
displaying the image vegardless of whether the image is
in a landscape orientation or in a portrait orientation;
and

a control step of controlling the display control step auto-
matically display the image using a larger magnification
out of a first magnification and a second magnification
or using a smaller magnification depending on whether
a currently-set display mode is the multi-display mode
without a user instruction on whether to use the first
magnification or the second magnification, the first mag-
nification being for matching the size of the entivety of
said image in a horizontal direction with the size of a
display area of said display unit in the hovizontal direc-
tion and the second magnification being for matching
the size of the entirety of said image in a vertical direc-
tion with the size of said display area in the vertical

direction.
24. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium

matching the size of the entirety of said image in a 60 storing a computer program for causing a compiter to

horizontal direction with the size of a display area of

said display unit in the hovizontal divection and the
second magnification being for matching the size of the
entivety of said image in a vertical divection with the size
of said display area in the vertical direction.
18. The image display control apparatus according to
claim 17, wherein

65

execute an image display control method for displaving an
image, the image display control method comprising:

a display control step of performing control to resize an
image and display it on a display unit in one of a plu-
rality of display modes including a multi-display mode
in which a plurality of images are displayed on one
screen, wherein the display contrvol step is capable of
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displaying the image regardless of whether the image is
in a landscape orientation or in a portrait ovientation;,
and

a control step of controlling the display control step to
automatically display the image using a larger magni-
fication out of a first magnification and a second mag-
nification depending on whether a curvently-set display
mode is the multi-display mode without a user instruc-
tion on whether to use the first magnification or the
second magnification, the first magnification being for
matching the size of the entirety of said image in a

horizontal divection with the size of a display area of

said display unit in the hovizontal divection and the
second magnification being for matching the size of the

entivety of said image in a vertical divection with the size
of said display area in the vertical direction.

25. An image display control apparatus for displaying an

image, COmprising.

a display control unit adapted to perform control to rvesize
an image and display it on a display unit in one of a
plurality of display modes including a multi-display
mode in which a plurality of images are displayved on one

screen, wherein the display contrvol unit is capable of

displaying the image regardless of whether the image is
in a landscape orientation or in a portrait ovientation,
and

a control unit adapted to contrvol the display control unit to
automatically display the image using a lavger magni-
fication by which not an entivety but a part of the image
is displaved not a smaller magnification by which the
entivety of the image is displaved depending on whether
a currently-set display mode is the multi-display mode
without a user instruction on whether to use the larger
magnification or the smaller magnification.

26. An image display control method for displaving an

image, COmprising.
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a display control step of performing control to resize an
image and display it on a display unit in one of a plu-
rality of display modes including a multi-display mode
in which a plurality of images are displayed on one
screen, whevein the display contrvol step is capable of
displaying the image regardless of whether the image is
in a landscape orientation or in a portrait ovientation;
and

a control step of controlling the display control step to
automatically display the image using a larger magni-
fication by which not an entivety but a part of the image
is displaved not a smaller magnification by which the
entivety of the image is displayed depending on whether
a currently-set display mode is the multi-display mode
without a user instruction on whether to use the larger

magnification or the smaller magnification.

27. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
storing a computer program for causing a computer to
execute an image display control method for displaving an
image, the image display control method comprising:

a display control step of performing control to resize an
image and display it on a display unit in one of a plu-
rality of display modes including a multi-display mode
in which a plurality of images are displayed on one
screen, wherein the display control step is capable of
displaying the image vegavdless of whether the image is
in a landscape orientation or in a portrait ovientation;,
and

a control step of controlling the display control step to
automatically display the image using a larger magni-
fication by which not an entivety but a part of the image
is displayed not a smaller magnification by which the
entivety of the image is displaved depending on whether
a currently-set display mode is the multi-display mode
without requiving a usev instruction on whether to use
the larger magnification or the smaller magnification.
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