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(57) ABSTRACT

In order to achieve a discharge lamp suited to operate under
reduced nominal power of e.g. 20-30 W, a lamp 1s proposed
with two electrodes (24) arranged at a distance 1n a discharge
vessel (20, 120) for generating an arc discharge. The dis-
charge vessel (20,120) has a filling with a substantially free of
mercury and comprises a metal halide and a rare gas. The
lamp (10, 110) further comprises an outer bulb (18) arranged
around the discharge vessel at a distance (d, ). The outer bulb
(18) 1s sealed and has a gas filling of a thermal conductivity
(A). The mner diameter (d, ) of the discharge vessel 1s prefer-
ably 1n a range from 2-2.7 mm. The wall thickness (w,) 1s 1n
a range from 1.4-2 mm. A heat transition coetlicient (A/d,) 1s
calculated as thermal conductivity (&) at 800° C. of the outer
bulb filling divided by the distance (d,). The so-defined heat
10 transition coefficient is below 150 W/(m*K).

37 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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FIG. 3
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LOW POWER DISCHARGE LAMP WITH
HIGH EFFICACY

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough indi-
cates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The 1nvention relates to a discharge lamp. More specifi-
cally, the invention relates to a high mtensity discharge lamp
with a discharge vessel and an outer bulb arranged around the
discharge vessel.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Discharge lamps, specifically HID (high-intensity dis-
charge) lamps are used for a large area of applications where
energy efficiency and high light intensity are required. Espe-
cially in the automotive field, HID lamps are used as vehicle
headlamps.

A discharge lamp comprises two electrodes arranged at a
distance within a discharge vessel. An arc discharge 1s gen-
crated between the electrodes. Diflerent types of fillings
within the discharge vessel are known, distinguishing mer-
cury vapor, metal halide and other types of lamps.

Commercially available lamps for use 1n a vehicle head-
light have an outer bulb which 1s arranged around the dis-
charge vessel at a distance therefrom. A known type of such a
lamp 1s designed for a nominal power of 35 W and achieves a
high efficacy of 80-90 Im/W. After starting such a lamp, a
run-up current of, for example, 2.7-3.2 A 1s necessary, and a
run-up power of 75-80 W 1s used. Thus, the complete HID
system comprising lamp, ballast and 1gniter must be able to
operate as these values.

Especially for the automotive field, 1t would be desirable to
have a discharge lamp with lower nominal power, e.g. 1n the
range of 20-30 W, and correspondingly lower demands on the
complete HID system. I, however, known lamp designs are
simply used at lower power, the lamp efficacy will be dra-
matically reduced.

US-A-2005/02482778 shows an example of an automotive
head lighting discharge lamp with a power of 30 W. The lamp
has a ceramic discharge vessel comprising the electrodes,
which 1s surrounded by an outer bulb. The distance between
the electrode tips 1s 5 mm. The discharge vessel has cylindri-
cal shape with an internal diameter of 1.2 mm. The wall
thickness of the discharge vessel 1s 0.4 mm. The discharge
vessel comprises a filling which 1s free from mercury and
comprises NaPrl and Znl, as well as Xe with a filling pressure
of 16 bar. The outer bulb 1s made of quartz glass and 1is
arranged at a distance of 0.5 mm to the discharge vessel. The
outer bulb 1s filled with N, with a filling pressure of 1.5 bar at
room temperature.

It 1s an object of the mnvention to provide a relatively low
power HID lamp with high lamp efficacy.

This object 1s achieved by a high intensity discharge lamp
according to claim 1. Dependent claims refer to preferred
embodiments of the mvention.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The mventors have recognized that in order to maintain
high efficacy thermal design of the lamp needs to be adapted
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to the lower power. The “coldest spot”-temperature needs to
be maintained at a high level to achieve good lamp efficacy.
However, thermal load on a “hot spot” needs to be constrained
in order to achieve good durability. This has led the inventors
to propose a lamp with a relatively small discharge vessel,
leading to reduced heat radiation, while still maintaining a
suificiently thick wall of the discharge vessel to not only
withstand high internal pressure, but specifically to allow heat
conduction from the hot upper side (“hot spot™) to the colder
lower side.

According to the mnvention, a specific geometry 1s provided
in view of the thermal design of the lamp. The discharge
vessel 1s maintained with a substantial wall thickness o' 1.4-2
mm, and preferably also a relatively small mnner diameter
from 2-2.7 mm.

An outer bulb 1s arranged around the discharge vessel. The
outer bulb 1s sealed and has a gas filling with a thermal
conductivity A. The thermal conductivity A of the outer bulb

filling 1s taken at 800° C.

The geometry of the outer bulb (here specifically: the dis-
tance d, between the discharge vessel and the outer bulb) and
the gas filling are chosen to achieve a certain, limited heat
flow from the discharge vessel to the outside. The thermal
conductivity A of the gas filling and the distance d, are chosen
to obtain a desired heat transition coetlicient A/d, calculated
as the thermal conductivity A divided by the distance d,.
According to the invention, this coeflicient 1s below 150
W/(m’K). For the purposes of measurement, here, the dis-
tance d, 1s measured 1n cross-section of the lamp taken at a
central position between the electrodes.

The outer bulb therefore plays an important part in the
thermal design of the lamp. While on one hand thermal radia-
tion 1s limited by the limited size of the discharge vessel, heat
conduction in radial direction of the lamp 1s further limited by
the geometry and filling of the outer bulb. As will be explained
in relation to the preferred embodiment, the amount of heat
transported per time unit between the discharge vessel and the
outer bulb, both at their constant operating temperature, 1s
roughly proportional to the defined heat transition coefficient.
Thus, by choosing the heat transition coelficient to be below
150 W/(m*K), cooling is limited, such that sufficient high
coldest spot temperatures, and thus high efficacy are main-
tained. To achieve a desired, high enough coldest spot tem-
perature the heat transition coetlicient 1s preferably equal to
or less than 130 W/(m”K), most preferably even lower <100
W/(m*K). It is further preferred for the heat transition coef-
ficient to be at least 10 W/(m”K), further preferred at least 15
W/(m*K).

A lamp according to the invention 1s especially suited for a
nominal power of 20-30 W. The filling of the discharge vessel
1s preferably free of mercury and may comprise one or more
metal halides and a rare gas. Preferably, the filling of the
discharge vessel comprises one or more of the following: Nal,
Scl,, Znls.

Preferred embodiments of the invention relate to the outer
bulb. The outer bulb 1s preferably made out of quartz glass and
may be of any geometry, e.g. cylindrical, generally elliptical
or other. It 1s preferred for the outer bulb to have an outer
diameter of at most 10 mm. The outer bulb 1s sealed and has
a gas filling at apressure of 10 mbarto 1 bar, preferably below
1 bar, most preferably 50 mbar to 300 mbar. The gas filling
may essentially consist (1.e. comprise more than 50%, pret-
erably more than 90%) of one or more of the following: Xe,
Ar, N,, O,. The distance d, between the outer bulb and the
discharge vessel 1s preferably 0.1-1.4 mm, most preferably
0.3-0.8 mm. As will be appreciated by the skilled person, the
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filling gas, pressure and distance d, may only be chosen
dependent on one another to achieve the desired heat transi-
tion coetlicient.

Other preferred embodiments of the invention relate to the
discharge vessel. Preferably, the discharge vessel 1s made
from quartz glass. The distance between the electrodes 1s
preferably 2.5-5.5 mm. Most preferably, the optical distance
(1.e. the distance as viewed from the outside, taking into
account magnification of the discharge vessel wall acting as a
lens) 1s 4.2+0.6 mm. The discharge vessel has a shape such
that 1n a cross-section taken at the central position between
the electrodes the wall of the discharge vessel 1s at least
substantially circular.

In a preferred embodiment, the discharge vessel, when
viewed 1n longitudinal section, has at least substantially ellip-
tical outer shape and may have either elliptical or cylindrical
inner shape. In this case, it 1s preferred for the wall thickness
w, to be 1n the range from 1.55-1.85 mm.

According to an alternative embodiment, the discharge
vessel, when viewed 1n longitudinal section, has elliptical or
cylindrical mner shape and concave outer shape, 1.e. starting
from the central position between the electrodes the outer
diameter of the discharge vessel increases towards both sides.
In this case, it 1s preferred for the wall thickness w, to be 1n the
range from 1.4-2 mm.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features and advantages of the
present invention will become apparent from the following
description of preferred embodiments, 1n which:

FIG. 1 shows a side view of a lamp according to a first
embodiment of the invention;

FI1G. 2 shows an enlarged view of the central portion of the
lamp shown 1n FIG. 1;

FIG. 2a shows a cross-sectional view along the line A in
FIG. 2;

FIG. 3 shows a side view of a lamp according to a second
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 4 shows a side view of a lamp according to a third
embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 5 shows an enlarged view of the central portion of the
lamp shown 1n FIG. 4;

FIG. 5a shows a cross-sectional view along the line A in
FIG. 5,

FIG. 6 shows a side view of a lamp according to a fourth
embodiment of the invention,

FI1G. 7 shows a graph representing a heat transition coetfi-
cient A/d, for different fillings and distances d,, and

FIG. 8 shows a graph representing measured values of
lumen output over time (run-up) for a lamp according to the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

All embodiments shown are intended to be used as auto-
motive lamps for vehicle head lights, conforming to ECE R99
and ECE R98. This, specifically, 1s not intended to exclude
lamps for non-automotive use, or lamps according to other
regulations. Since such automotive HID lamps are known per
se, the following description of the preferred embodiments
will primarily focus on the special features of the invention.

FIG. 1 shows a side view of a first embodiment 10 of a
discharge lamp. The lamp comprises a socket 12 with two
clectrical contacts 14 which are internally connected to a
burner 16.
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The burner 16 1s comprised of an outer bulb 18 of quartz
glass surrounding a discharge vessel 20. The discharge vessel
20 1s also made of quartz glass and defines an 1nner discharge
space 22 with projecting electrodes 24. The glass material
from the discharge vessel further extends in longitudinal
direction of the lamp 10 to seal the electrical connections to
the electrodes 24 which comprise a flat molybdenum foil 26.

The outer bulb 18 is arranged around the discharge vessel
20 at a distance, thus defining an outer bulb space 28. The
outer bulb space 28 1s sealed.

As shown 1n greater detail in FI1G. 2, the discharge vessel 20
has an outer wall 30 arranged around the discharge space 22.
The discharge space 22 1s of ellipsoid shape. Also, the outer
shape of the wall 30 1s ellipsoid.

The discharge vessel 20 1s characterized by the electrode
distance d, the inner diameter d, of the discharge vessel 20,
the wall thickness w, of the discharge vessel, the distance d,
between the discharge vessel 20 and the outer bulb 18 and the
wall thickness w,, of the outer bulb 18. Here, the values d,, w,,
d,, w, are measured 1n a central perpendicular plane of the
discharge vessel 20, as shown 1n FIG. 2a.

The lamp 10 1s operated, as conventional for a discharge
lamp, by 1gniting an arc discharge between the electrodes 24.
Light generation 1s influenced by the filling comprised within
the discharge space 22, which 1s free of mercury and includes
metal halides as well as a rare gas.

In the following examples, the filling of the discharge space
22 comprises about 17 bar cold xenon pressure and as metal
halides 36 wt % Nal, 24 wt % Scl; and 40 wt % Znl,.

In the following, different embodiments of a lamp will be
discussed, which are each intended to be used at different
(steady-state) levels of operating power. The operating power
of the embodiments 1s within the mterval of 25-30 W. For
cach embodiment, a specific design 1s chosen with regard to
thermal characteristics of the lamp 1n order to achieve high
lamp elficacy.

Regarding the thermal behavior of a discharge lamp 10 as
shown, 1t should be kept 1n mind that automotive lamps are
intended to be operated horizontally. The arc discharge
between the electrode 24 will then lead to a hot spot at the wall
30 of the discharge vessel 20 above the arc. Likewise,
opposed portions of the wall 30 surrounding the discharge
space 22 will remain at comparatively low temperatures
(coldest spot).

In order to achieve good eflicacy and, as will become
apparent later, also achieve favorable run-up behavior, the
geometric design of the lamp 10 1s chosen according to ther-
mal considerations. The “coldest spot” temperature should be
kept high to achieve high etficacy. The thickness of the wall
30 should be small enough to allow a quick run-up with
limited run-up current, but should not be too small 1n order to
still achieve good heat conduction from the “hot spot” 1n
order to reduce thermal load. The inner diameter d, should not
be too small 1n order to reduce excessive thermal load at the
“hot spot”.

In order to reduce heat transport from the discharge vessel
20 to the outside, and to maintain high temperatures neces-
sary for good etficacy, it 1s thus preferable to use the outer
bulb 18 instead of a significant reduction of the thickness w,
of the wall 30. In contrast to a simple downscaling of the
discharge vessel 20 (reduced mnner diameter, reduced wall
thickness, reduced outer diameter), this has proven to also
serve to maintain a good lamp lifetime.

In order to limit cooling from the outside, the outer bulb 18
1s sealed and filled with a filling gas of reduced heat conduc-
tivity. Especially Argon and Xenon are preferred here, but O,
or N, could be used as well. The outer bulb filling 1s provided
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at reduced pressure (measured 1n the cold state of the lamp at
20° C.). As will be further explained below, the choice of a
suitable filling gas has to be made in connection with the
geometric arrangement in order to achieve the desired heat
conduction from discharge vessel 20 to outer bulb 18 via a
suitable heat transition coetlicient A/d,.

In the following table, measurement results of lamp etfi-
cacy are shown for a lamp as shown 1n FIG. 1-2a with an inner
diameter d,=2.2 mm, a wall thickness w, o1 1.65 mm (thus an
outer diameter of the discharge vessel of 5.5 mm) and a
steady-state operating power of 25 W for different outer bulb
fillings:

Efficacy Coldest spot
Outer bulb filling S-type temperature (outside)
Air (1 bar) 67 Im/W 810° C.
Ar (100 mbar) 79 Im/W 840° C.
Xe (100 mbar) 86 Im/W 900° C.

It 1s thus clearly visible how the reduced heat conduction to
the outside leads to a higher coldest spot temperature, and to
a higher lamp eflicacy.

The heat conduction to the outside may be roughly char-
acterized by a heat transition coetficient A/d,, which 1s calcu-
lated as the thermal conductivity A of the outer bulb filling
divided by the distance d, between the discharge vessel 20
and the outer bulb 18.

Due to the relatively small distance between the discharge
vessel 20 and outer bulb 18, heat conduction between the two
1s essentially diffusive and will therefore be calculated as
J=—A grad O, where ( 1s the heat tlux density, 1.e. the amount
ol heat transported per time between discharge vessel and
outer bulb. A 1s the thermal conductivity and grad 0, 1s the
temperature gradient, which here may roughly be calculated
as the temperature difference between discharge vessel and
outer bulb, divided by the distance:

TdeﬂhﬂFgEVESSE.‘f - Tﬂﬂrfrﬂﬂib
d '

oradd =

Thus, cooling 1s proportional to

A

dy

FIG. 7 shows the dependence of the heat transition coetli-
cient A/d, on the distance d, for different outer bulb fillings. It
1s clearly visible how Argon, and especially Xenon (provided
here at a reduced pressure of 200 mbar) have significantly
lower heat conductivity than air, and that the heat transition
coellicient A/d, 1s Turther reduced with increasing distance d, .
The heat transition coellicient was found to differ more
strongly with the gas composition, and less with the pressure,
if 1t 1s 1n the range from about 10 mbar to about 1 bar.
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The following examples of lamps with a rated power of
25-30 W are proposed:

Example 1

25 W lamp

ellipsoid inner and outer shape
4.2 mm optical

discharge vessel:
¢lectrode distance d =

inner diameter d,; = 2.2 mm
wall thickness w, = 1.65 mm
outer diameter = 5.5 mm
outer bulb distance d, = 0.6 mm
outer bulb filling = Xe

100 mbar ( A =0.014
W/(m*K) at 800° C.)
23.3 W/(m?K) at 800° C.
1 mm

heat transition coeflicient A/d, =
outer bulb wall thickness w-, =

Example 2

30 W lamp

ellipsoid inner and outer shape
4.2 mm optical

discharge vessel:
electrode distance d =

inner diameter d; = 2.3 mm
wall thickness w, = 1.75 mm
outer diameter = 5.8 mm
outer bulb distance d, = 0.45 mm
outer bulb filling = Xe

100 mbar ( A=0.014
W/(m*K) at 800° C.)
31.1 W/(m?K) at 800° C.
1 mm

heat transition coefficient A/d> =
outer bulb wall thickness w-, =

FIG. 3 shows a second embodiment of the mvention. A
lamp 110 according to the second embodiment comprises a
discharge vessel 120 of different internal shape. The remain-
ing parts of the lamp correspond to the lamp 10 according to
the first embodiment. Like elements will be designated by
like reference numerals, and will not be further described 1n
detail.

The discharge vessel 120 of the lamp 110 has external
cllipsoid shape, 1dentical to the discharge vessel 20 according
to the first embodiment. However, the internal discharge
space 22 1s cylindrical. Both the length and diameter of the
inner discharge space 22 however are as in the above first
embodiment. It should be noted that the term “cylindrical”
used here refers to the central, largest part of the discharge
space 22 and does not exclude—as shown—conical end por-
tions.

The wall 130 surrounding the discharge space 22 1s conse-
quently of varying thickness, with the thickness being great-
est at a position corresponding to the center between the
clectrodes 24, and decreasing towards both sides.

In the following, a third embodiment of the invention waill
be described with reference to FIGS. 3-4a. A lamp 110
according to the second embodiment again in large parts
corresponds to the lamp 10 according to the above first and
second embodiments. Like elements will be designated by
like reference numerals and will not be further described 1n

detail.

Thelamp 210 differs from the lamp 10 by the concave outer
shape of the discharge vessel 120. The inner discharge space
22 remains roughly ellipsoidal as in the first embodiment.
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However, the wall 230 surrounding the discharge space 22
has a varying wall thickness such that its outer shape 1s
concave.

Again, geometrical parameters d,, w,, d,, w, are measured
in a central plane of the discharge vessel 220.

FIG. 6 shows a fourth embodiment of the invention, which
in large parts corresponds to the third embodiment according
to FIG. 4-5a. Again, like elements are designated by like
reference numerals and will not be further described in detaul.

According to the fourth embodiment of the invention, a
lamp 310 has a discharge vessel 320 with a concave outer
shape, but an 1nner discharge space 22 of cylindrical shape.

Both in the third and forth embodiment, the thickness of the
wall 230, 330 surrounding the discharge space 22 varies such
that 1t 1s minimal 1 a position corresponding to the center
between the electrodes 24 and 1ncreases towards both sides.
This leads to a lens effect, such that the electrode distance d
will appear to the outside smaller than 1t actually 1s. Thus, to
achieve the desired optical electrode distanced o1 4.2 mm, the
real electrode distance may be, e.g. 4.8 mm 1n the third and in
the forth embodiment. The possibility to thus increase the real
clectrode distance d but maintain the optical distance gives to
the lamp designer a further degree of freedom. Since the
operating voltage increases with the electrode distance, 1t 1s
possible to obtain a higher voltage.

This may be used to provide a lamp which 1s compatible
with ECE R99 geometrically (optical distance 4.2 mm),
but—as a mercury-iree-lamp—tulfills the electric require-

ments ol a D2 lamp (voltage more than 68 V).

On the other hand, for the first and second embodiment
(elliptical outer shape), 1t 1s also possible to provide a larger
clectrode distance to obtain a lamp, which 1s not according to
ECE R99, but may be operated with higher voltage.

The following examples of lamps according to the third
embodiment 1n a range of 25-30 W are proposed:

Example 3

25 W lamp

discharge vessel: concave outer shape,
ellipitical inner shape

clectrode distance d = 4.2 mm optical

inner diameter d; = 2.2 mm
wall thickness w, = 1.5 mm
outer diameter = 5.2 mm
outer bulb distance d, = 0.75 mm
outer bulb filling = Ar

100 mbar ( A = 0.045
W/(m*K) at 800° C.)
60 W/(m?K) at 800° C.
1 mm

heat transition coeflicient A/d, =
outer bulb wall thickness w» =

Example 4

28 W lamp

concave outer shape,
elliptical inner shape
4.2 mm optical

discharge vessel:

electrode distance d =

inner diameter d, = 2.2 mm
wall thickness w, = 1.7 mm
outer diameter = 5.6 mm
outer bulb distance d, = 0.55 mm
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-continued

28 W lamp

50% Ar/50% Xe

100 mbar ( A = 0.045
W/(m*K) at 800° C.)
45.5 W/(m?K) at 800° C.
1 mm

outer bulb filling =

heat transition coefficient A/d> =
outer bulb wall thickness w, =

Example 5

30 W lamp

concave outer shape,
elliptical inner shape
4.2 mm optical

discharge vessel:

electrode distance d =

inner diameter d; = 2.2 mm

wall thickness w, = 1.9 mm

outer diameter = 6.0 mm

outer bulb distance d, = 0.35 mm

outer bulb filling = 50% Ar/50% Xe

100 mbar ( A =0.025
W/(m*K) at 800° C.)
71.4 W/(m?K) at 800° C.
1 mm

heat transition coefficient A/d> =
outer bulb wall thickness w-, =

In the above examples, only discharge vessels of elliptical
inner shape were used. However, the same measurements
may be used for cylindrical inner shape.

FIG. 8 shows measurement results of run-up tests, where a
25 W lamp according to the above example 1 was compared
to a reference lamp (35 W lamp). The lumen output was
measured and 1s shown 1n FIG. 8 over the time since 1gnition
of the lamp. As 1s known for starting the lamps, 1n a first phase,
the current 1s limited to a maximum value, and 1n a second
phase, the power 1s controlled.

As shown 1n FIG. 8, the reference lamp reaches about 50%
of the total lumen output after 4 seconds. But this requires a
maximum run-up current of 3.2 A, resp. a maximum power of
around 75 W. The 25 W lamp according to example 1 was {irst
driven with a current limitation in the first phase of 1.1 A.
Here, the results (less then 30% after 4 seconds) were not
satisfactory. However, with a run-up current limitation o1 1.5
A (maximum power about 50 W), the lamp according to
example 1 shows a quite comparable behavior to the refer-
ence, whereas the run-up current 1s less then half and the
maximum run-up power 1s reduced by about 30%.

The remaining examples where found to also show satis-
factory behavior with a run-up current significantly lower
then necessary for the reference lamp. This 1s due to the fact
that the smaller discharge vessel 1s heated up quickly by the
arc discharge.

As lifetime tests have shown, the lifetime performance
within the first 1500 hours of operation for lamps according to
the above embodiments corresponds to the reference (a 35 W
lamp).

Thus, 1t has been shown that the above embodiments pro-
vide lamps with good lifetime, good efficacy and good run-up
behavior, which all correspond to the reference lamps, but at
lower required run-up current and lower steady-state power.

The invention has been illustrated and described in detail in
the drawings and foregoing description. Such illustration and
description are to be considered 1llustrative or exemplary and
not restrictive; the invention 1s not limited to the disclosed
embodiments.
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In the claims, the word “comprising” does not exclude
other elements, and the indefinite article “a’ or “an” does not
exclude a plurality. The mere fact that certain measures are
recited 1n mutually different dependent claims does not indi-
cate that a combination of these measures cannot be used to
advantage. Any reference signs 1n the claims should not be
construed as limiting the scope.

The mvention claimed 1s:

1. A high intensity discharge lamp, comprising:

a discharge vessel defining a discharge space being essen-
tially free of mercury and containing at least a metal
halide and a rare gas;

two electrodes disposed within the discharge vessel for
generating an arc discharge a wall forming the discharge
space disposed between the electrodes, the wall having,

substantially circular cross-section with an inner diam-
cter (d,) and a wall thickness (w, ), and

an outer bulb surrounding the discharge vessel and dis-
posed at a distance (d,) from a central position of an
outer surface of the discharge vessel between the elec-
trodes, the outer bulb being sealed and containing a gas
filling having a predetermined thermal conductivity (A)
at 800° C., wherein

the wall thickness (w, ) ranges from about 1.4 mm to about
2 mm,

the distance (d2) ranges from about 0.3 mm to about 0.8
mm, and

a heat transition coefficient (A/d,) calculated as said ther-
mal conductivity (A) divided by said distance (d,) ranges
from about 10 W/(m°K) to about 100 W/(m~K).

2. Lamp according to claim 1, wherein said inner diameter

(d,) ranges from about 2 mm to about 2.7 mm.
3. Lamp according to claim 1, wherein the gas filing con-
s1sts essentially of Xe, Ar, N,, or O,.

4. Lamp according to claim 1, wherein the gas filling has a

pressure of 10 mbar to 1 bar.

5. Lamp according to claim 1, wherein the gas filling has a

lower thermal conductivity at 800° C. than air.

6. Lamp according to claim 1, wherein the wall thickness

(w,) ranges from about 1.55 mm to about 1.85 mm.
7. Lamp according to claim I, wherein said lamp has a
nominal power 20-30 W.

8. Lamp accovding to claim I, wherein said discharge

vessel is made of quartz glass.

9. Lamp according to claim 1, whervein said outer bulb is

made of quartz glass.

10. A high intensity discharge lamp, comprising.

a discharge vessel defining a discharge space being essen-
tially free of mercury and containing at least a metal
halide and a rare gas;

two electrodes disposed within the discharge vessel for
generating an arc discharge a wall forming the dis-
charge space disposed between the electrodes, the wall
having substantially circular cross-section with an inner
diameter (dl) and a wall thickness (wl), and

an outer bulb surrounding the discharge vessel and dis-
posed at a distance (d2) from a central position of an
outer surface of the discharge vessel between the elec-
trodes, the outer bulb being sealed and containing a gas
filling having a predetermined thermal conductivity (M)
at 800° C., wherein

the wall thickness (wli) ranges from about 1.4 mm to about
2 mm,

the distance (d2) ranges from about 0.1 mm to about 1.4
mm, and
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a heat transition coefficient (Md2) calculated as said ther-
mal conductivity (M) divided by said distance (d2)
ranges from about 10 W/(m2K) to about 100 W/ (m2K).

11. Lamp according to claim 10, wherein said inner diam-
eter (d1) ranges from about 2 mm to about 2.7 mm.

12. Lamp accovding to claim 10, wherein the gas filing
consists essentially of Xe, Av, N2, or O2.

13. Lamp accorvding to claim 10, wherein the gas filling has
a pressure of 10 mbar to 1 bar.

14. Lamp according to claim 10, wherein the gas filling has
a lower thermal conductivity at 800° C. than air.

15. Lamp according to claim 10, wherein the wall thickness
(wli) ranges from about 1.55 mm to about 1.85 mm.

16. Lamp according to claim 10, wherein said lamp has a
nominal power from about 20 W to about 30 W.

17. Lamp according to claim 10, wherein said discharge

vessel is made of quartz glass.

18. Lamp according to claim 10, whervein said outer bulb is

made of quartz glass.
19. A high intensity discharge lamp, comprising:
a discharge vessel defining a discharge space being essen-
tially free of mercury and containing at least a metal
halide and a rare gas;
two electrodes disposed within the dischavge vessel for
generating an avc discharge a wall forming the dis-
charge space disposed between the electrodes, the wall
having substantially civcular cvoss-section with an inner
diameter (dl) and a wall thickness (wl), and
an outer bulb surrounding the discharge vessel and dis-
posed at a distance (d2) from a central position of an
outer surface of the discharge vessel between the elec-
trodes, the outer bulb being sealed and containing a gas
filling having a predetermined thermal conductivity (M)
at 800° C., wherein
the wall thickness (wl) ranges from about 1.4 mm to about
2 mm,
the distance (d2) is selected so that a heat transition coef-
ficient (Md2) calculated as said thermal conductivity (\)
divided by said distance (d2) ranges from about 10
W/ (m2K) to about 100 W/(m2K).
20. Lamp according to claim 19, wherein said inner diam-
eter (d1) ranges from about 2 mm to about 2.7 mm.

21. Lamp according to claim 19, wherein the gas filing
consists essentially of Xe, Av, N2, or O2.

22. Lamp according to claim 19, wherein the gas filling has
a pressure of 10 mbar to 1 bar.

23. Lamp according to claim 19, wherein the gas filling has
a lower thermal conductivity at 800° C. than air.

24. Lamp accorvding to claim 19, wherein the wall thickness
(wli) ranges from about 1.55 mm to about 1.85 mm.

25. Lamp according to claim 19, wherein said lamp has a
nominal power from about 20 W to about 30 W.

26. Lamp according to claim 19, wherein said discharge

vessel is made of quartz glass.

27. Lamp accovding to claim 19, wherein said outer bulb is

made of quartz glass.

28. A high intensity discharge lamp, comprising:

a discharge vessel defining a discharge space being essen-
tially free of mercury and containing at least a metal
halide and a rare gas;

two electrodes disposed within the dischavge vessel for
generating an arvc discharge a wall forming the dis-
charge space disposed between the electrodes, the wall
having substantially circular cvoss-section with an inner
diameter (dl) and a wall thickness (wl), and

an outer bulb surrvounding the discharge vessel and dis-
posed at a distance (d2) from a central position of an
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outer surface of the discharge vessel between the elec-
trodes, the outer bulb being sealed and containing a gas
filling having a predetermined thermal conductivity (M)
at 800° C., wherein
the wall thickness (wl) and the distance (d2) are selected
so that a heat transition coefficient (Md2) calculated as
said thermal conductivity (\) divided by said distance
(d2) ranges from about 10 W/ (m2K) to about 100
W/ (m2K).
29. Lamp according to claim 28, wherein said inner diam-
eter (d1) ranges from about 2 mm to about 2.7 mm.
30. Lamp according to claim 28, wherein the gas filing
consists essentially of Xe, Av, N2, or O2.
31. Lamp according to claim 28, whevein the gas filling has
a pressure of 10 mbar to 1 bar.
32. Lamp according to claim 28, wherein the gas filling has
a lower thermal conductivity at §00° C. than air.
33. Lamp according to claim 28, wherein the wall thickness
(wl) ranges from about 1.55 mm to about 1.85 mm.
34. Lamp according to claim 28, wherein the distance (d2)
ranges from about 0.1 mm to about 1.4 mm.
35. Lamp accovding to claim 28, wherein said lamp has a
nominal power from about 20 W to about 30 W.
36. Lamp according to claim 28, wherein said discharge
vessel is made of quartz glass.
37. Lamp according to claim 28, wherein said outer bulb is
made of quartz glass.
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