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SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR ENCODING
DATA TRANSMITTED ON A BUS

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the -
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue; a claim printed with strikethrough indi-
cates that the claim was canceled, disclaimed, or held
invalid by a prior post-patent action or proceeding. 10

CROSS-REFERENCE 10O RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is a divisional application of U.S. appli- 15

cation Serv. No. 13/558,734, filed on Jul. 26, 2012. U.S. appli-
cation Ser. No. 13/558,734 is areissue application of U.S. Pat.
No. 7,764,792, which issued on Jul. 27, 2010. U.S. Pat. No.
7,764,792 was filed as U.S. application Ser. No. 11/034,664
on Jan. 13, 2005. The complete disclosures of the above 2V
applications are incorporated herein by reference. Notice:
Morvre than one reissue application has been filed for the
reissue of U.S. Pat. No. 7,764,792. The reissue applications
are the present application and Ser. No. 13/558,734, both of
which arve reissues of U.S. Pat. No. 7,764,792, 23

BACKGROUND

The present mnvention relates generally to mitigating data
bus noise. More particularly, the present invention relates to 30
preventing data bus noise associated with simultaneous
switching output.

Simultaneous switching output (S50) describes the cir-
cumstance where many or all of the data bits on a data bus
transition simultaneously. While SSO 1s rare 1n actual opera- 35
tion, 1t occurs more oiten 1n data bus testing situations. SSO
causes large power swings that produce significant data bus
noise that can afiect data bus performance.

SUMMARY 40

In general, 1n one aspect, the invention features an appara-
tus comprising: a transmit circuit to transmit data, the trans-
mit circuit comprising a transmit input circuit to input the
data, and an address for the data, to the transmait circuit, an 45
encoder to encode the data according to the address for the
data, comprising an encode select circuit to select one of a
plurality of keys based on the address for the data, and an
encoding circuit to encode the data using the key selected by
the encode select circuit, and a transmit output circuit to 50
output the encoded data.

Particular implementations can include one or more of the
following features. The apparatus further comprises: a
recetrve circuit to receive the encoded data, the receive circuit
comprising a recerve input circuit to mput the encoded data, 55
and an address for the encoded data, to the receive circuit, a
decoder to decode the encoded data according to the address
for the encoded data, comprising a decode select circuit to
select a second one of the plurality of keys based on the
address for the encoded data, and a decoding circuit to decode 60
the encoded data using the key selected by the decode select
circuit, and a receive output circuit to output the data. The
encoding circuit comprises a plurality of exclusive-or (XOR)
gates each comprising a {irst input to input a respective bit of
the data, a second input to mput a respective bit of the key 65
selected by the encode select circuit, and an output to output
a respective bit of the encoded data. The decoding circuit

2

comprises a plurality of exclusive-or (XOR) gates each com-
prising a first input to mput a respective bit of the encoded
data, a second input to mput a respective bit of the key
selected by the decode select circuit, and an output to output
a respective bit of the data. The apparatus further comprises:
a memory; wherein the encoder further comprises a random
number generator to generate random numbers; wherein the
encode select circuit selects the one of the plurality of keys
according to one of the random numbers; and wherein the
memory stores an association between the address for the
data and the one of the random numbers. The decode select
circuit retrieves, from the memory, a second association
between an address for the encoded data and a second one of
the random numbers based on the address for the encoded
data; and wherein the decode select circuit selects the second
one of the plurality of keys according to the second one of the
random numbers. The apparatus further comprises: a
memory; wherein the address for the data, and the address for
the encoded data, comprise at least one of the group consist-
ing of an address 1n the memory, and a buffer number in the
memory. An integrated circuit comprises the apparatus.

In general, 1n one aspect, the invention features a method
comprising: inputting data and an address for the data; encod-
ing the data according to the address for the data, comprising
selecting one of a plurality ot keys based on the address for the
data, and encoding the data using the key selected based on
the address for the data; and outputting the encoded data.

Particular implementations can include one or more of the
following features. The method further comprises: mputting
the encoded data, and an address for the encoded data; decod-
ing the encoded data according to the address for the encoded
data, comprising selecting one of the plurality of keys based
on the address for the encoded data, and decoding the
encoded data using the key selected based on the address for
the encoded data; and outputting the data. Encoding the data
using the key selected based on the address for the data
comprises generating a bitwise exclusive-or (XOR) of the
data and the key selected based on the address for the data.
Decoding the encoded data using the key selected based on
the address for the encoded data comprises generating a bit-
wise exclusive-or (XOR) of the encoded data and the key
selected based on the address for the encoded data.

In general, 1n one aspect, the invention features an appara-
tus comprising: a recerve circuit to recerve encoded data, the
receive circuit comprising a receive mput circuit to mput the
encoded data, and an address for the encoded data, to the
recelve circuit, a decoder to decode the encoded data accord-
ing to the address for the encoded data, comprising a decode
select circuit to select one of the plurality of keys based on the
address for the encoded data, and a decoding circuit to decode
the encoded data using the key selected by the decode select
circuit, and a recerve output circuit to output the data.

Particular implementations can include one or more of the
following features. The decoding circuit comprises a plurality
of exclusive-or (XOR) gates each comprising a first input to
input a respective bit of the encoded data, a second 1nput to
input a respective bit of the key selected by the decode select
circuit; and an output to output arespective bit of the data. The
apparatus further comprises: a memory; wherein the address
of the encoded data comprises at least one of the group con-
sisting of an address 1n the memory, and a buifer number 1n
the memory. An integrated circuit comprising the apparatus.

In general, 1n one aspect, the invention features a method
comprising: mputting encoded data, and an address for the
encoded data; decoding the encoded data according to the
address for the encoded data; and outputting the data.
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Particular implementations can include one or more of the
following features. Decoding comprises selecting one of a
plurality of keys based on the address for the encoded data,
and decoding the encoded data using the key selected based
on the address for the encoded data. Decoding the encoded
data using the key selected based on the address for the
encoded data comprises generating a bitwise exclusive-or
(XOR) of the encoded data and the key selected based on the
address for the encoded data.

In general, 1n one aspect, the invention features an appara-
tus comprising: transmit means for transmitting data, the
transmit means comprising transmit input means for mput-
ting the data, and an address for the data, to the transmit
means, encode means for encoding the data according to the
address for the data, comprising encode select means for
selecting one of a plurality ot keys based on the address for the
data, and encoding, means for encoding the data using the key
selected by the encode means, and transmit output means for
outputting the encoded data.

Particular implementations can include one or more of the
tollowing features. The apparatus further comprises: receive
means for recerving the encoded data, the receive means
comprising receive mput means for mputting the encoded
data, and an address for the encoded data, to the receive
means, decode means for decoding the encoded data accord-
ing to the address for the encoded data, comprising decode
select means for selecting a second one of the plurality of keys
based on the address for the encoded data, and decoding
means for decoding the encoded data using the key selected
by the decode select means, and receive output means for
outputting the data.

Particular implementations can include one or more of the
tollowing features. The apparatus further comprises: memory
means for storing the encoded data; wherein the encode
means further comprises random number means for generat-
ing random numbers; wherein the encode select means
selects the one of the plurality of keys according to one of the
random numbers; and wherein the memory means stores an
association between the address for the data and the one of the
random numbers. The decode select means retrieves, {from the
memory means, a second association between an address for
the encoded data and a second one of the random numbers
based on the address for the encoded data; and wherein the
decode select means selects the second one of the plurality of
keys according to the second one of the random numbers. The
apparatus further comprises: memory means for storing the
encoded data; wherein the address for the data, and the
address for the encoded data, comprise at least one of the
group consisting of an address 1n the memory means, and a
buifer number 1n the memory means. An integrated circuit
comprising the apparatus.

In general, 1n one aspect, the mnvention features a computer
program comprising: inputting data and an address for the
data; encoding the data according to the address for the data,
comprising selecting one of a plurality of keys based on the
address for the data, and encoding the data using the key
selected based on the address for the data; and outputting the
encoded data.

Particular implementations can include one or more of the
tollowing features. The computer program further comprises:
inputting the encoded data, and an address for the encoded
data; decoding the encoded data according to the address for
the encoded data, comprising selecting one of the plurality of
keys based on the address for the encoded data, and decoding,
the encoded data using the key selected based on the address
for the encoded data; and outputting the data. Encoding the
data using the key selected based on the address for the data
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comprises generating a bitwise exclusive-or (XOR) of the
data and the key selected based on the address for the data.
Decoding the encoded data using the key selected based on
the address for the encoded data comprises generating a bit-
wise exclusive-or (XOR) of the encoded data and the key
selected based on the address for the encoded data.

In general, 1n one aspect, the invention features an appara-
tus comprising: receive means for recerving encoded data, the
receive means comprising recerve mput means for mputting
the encoded data, and an address for the encoded data, to the
receive means, decode means for decoding the encoded data
according to the address for the encoded data, comprising
decode select means for selecting one of the plurality of keys
based on the address for the encoded data, and decoding
means for decoding the encoded data using the key selected
by the decode select means, and receive output means for
outputting the data.

Particular implementations can include one or more of the
tollowing features. The apparatus further comprises: memory
means for storing the encoded data; wherein the address of the
encoded data comprises at least one ol the group consisting of
an address 1n the memory means, and a buifer number 1n the
memory means. An mtegrated circuit comprising the appara-
tus.

In general, 1n one aspect, the invention features a computer
program comprising: inputting encoded data, and an address
for the encoded data; decoding the encoded data according to
the address for the encoded data; and outputting the data.

Particular implementations can include one or more of the
following features. Decoding comprises selecting one of a
plurality of keys based on the address for the encoded data,
and decoding the encoded data using the key selected based
on the address for the encoded data. Decoding the encoded

data using the key selected based on the address for the
encoded data comprises generating a bitwise exclusive-or
(XOR) of the encoded data and the key selected based on the
address for the encoded data.

The details of one or more implementations are set forth 1n
the accompanying drawings and the description below. Other
teatures will be apparent from the description and drawings,
and from the claims.

DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a memory system comprising a memory in
communication with a memory controller over amemory bus
according to a preferred embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 shows a write process for the memory system of
FIG. 1 according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 3 shows aread process for the memory system of FIG.
1 according to a preferred embodiment of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 4 shows a data transmission system comprising a
transmit circuit in communication with a receive circuit over
a data bus according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

FIG. 5 shows a transmit process for the data transmission
system of FIG. 4 according to a preferred embodiment of the
present 1nvention.

FIG. 6 shows a receive process for the data transmission
system of FIG. 4 according to a preferred embodiment of the
present 1nvention.

The leading digit(s) of each reference numeral used 1n this
specification indicates the number of the drawing in which the
reference numeral first appears.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Embodiments of the present invention encode the data to
be placed on a data bus in a random fashion so that any
simultaneous switching output (SSO) conditions that occur in
the data do not occur on the data bus. The encoding 1s based
on an address for the data. In some embodiments the address
1s hashed to 1dentily a key that 1s used to encode the data, for
example using a bitwise exclusive-or (XOR). In some
embodiments the bus 1s a memory bus, and the address 1s a
memory address for the data, such as all or part of a memory
address or butlfer number.

FIG. 1 shows a memory system 100 comprising a memory
102 1n communication with a memory controller 104 over a
memory bus 106 according to a preferred embodiment of the
present invention. Memory 102 can be any sort of memory or
storage device. Memory controller 104 comprises a write
circuit 108 and aread circuit 110, and can be fabricated as one
or more 1ntegrated circuits.

Write circuit 108 comprises an input circuit 112, an output
circuit 114, and an encoder 116. Encoder 116 comprises an
encoding circuit 118, a select circuit 120, and a key circuit
122, which can be implemented as a memory.

Read circuit 110 comprises an input circuit 124, an output
circuit 126, and a decoder 128. Decoder 128 comprises a
decoding circuit 130, a select circuit 132, and a key circuit
134, which can be implemented as a memory.

FIG. 2 shows a write process 200 for memory system 100
of FIG. 1 according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention. Input circuit 112 of write circuit 108 recerves data
and an address for the data (step 202). The address for the data
can include an address in memory 102 to which the data 1s to
be written, a buffer number 1n memory 102 to which the data
1s to be written, and the like.

Select circuit 120 of encoder 116 receives the address for
the data, and selects one of a group of keys stored 1n key
circuit 122 based on all or part of the address (step 204).
Preferably select circuit 120 hashes all or part of the address
to obtain an 1ndex to a table containing the keys. Key circuit
122 provides the selected key to encoding circuit 118.

Encoding circuit 118 also receives the data, and encodes
the data using the key provided by key circuit 122 (step 206).
Preferably the data1s N bits 1n width, each of the keys 1s N bits
in width, and encoding circuit 118 comprises N exclusive-or
(XOR) gates each comprising a first input to input a respective
bit of the data, a second mput to mput a respective bit of the
selected key, and an output to output a respective bit of the
encoded data. That 1s, encoding circuit 118 encodes the data
by generating a bitwise XOR of the data and the selected key.
Of course, other encoding methods can be used.

Output circuit 114 of write circuit 108 outputs the encoded
data to memory bus 106 (step 208). Memory 102 stores the
encoded data according to the address (step 210).

Because the data 1s encoded 1n a random fashion before it
1s written to memory bus 106, the likelihood that an SSO
condition will appear on memory bus 106 1s exceedingly
small. Any detrimental SSO eflects on memory bus 106 and
memory 102 are thereby avoided.

FI1G. 3 shows aread process 300 for memory system 100 of
FIG. 1 according to a preferred embodiment of the present
invention. Input circuit 124 of read circuit 110 receives
encoded data from memory bus 106, and an address for the
data (step 302). The address for the data can include an
address 1n memory 102 from which the data 1s read, a buifer
number 1n memory 102 from which the data 1s read, and the

like.
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Select circuit 132 of decoder 128 receives the address for
the data, and selects one of a group of keys stored 1n key
circuit 134 based on all or part of the address (step 304).
Preferably select circuit 132 hashes all or part of the address
to obtain an mdex to a table containing the keys. Key circuit
134 provides the selected key to decoding circuit 130. Pret-
erably select circuits 120 and 132 perform the same selection
algorithm, and key circuits 122 and 134 contain the same
keys. In some embodiments, a single select circuit and/or key
circuit can be shared by write circuit 108 and read circuit 110.

Decoding circuit 130 also recerves the encoded data, and
decodes the encoded data using the key provided by key
circuit 134 (step 306). Preterably the encoded data 1s N bits 1n
width, each of the keys 1s N bits 1n width, and decoding circuit
130 comprises N exclusive-or (XOR) gates each comprising,
a first mput to mput a respective bit of the encoded data, a
second 1nput to input a respective bit of the selected key, and
an output to output a respective bit of the data. That 1s, decod-
ing circuit 130 decodes the encoded data by generating a
bitwise XOR of the encoded data and the selected key. Of
course, other decoding methods can be used. Output circuit
126 of read circuit 110 outputs the data (step 308).

Some embodiments select the keys according to random
numbers that are associated with the addresses. These
embodiments further reduce the likelihood of a SSO condi-
tion on the bus. And because the random numbers are stored
and used only within memory controller 104, no additional
burden to memory bus 106 1s incurred.

Referring again to FIG. 1, these embodiments comprise an
optional random number generator 136 and an optional inter-
nal memory 138. Random number generator 138 generates a
random number for data to be encoded. Select circuit 120
selects the one of the keys according to the random numbers,
and stores an association between the address and the random
number or key.

To decode data according to these embodiments, select
circuit 132 uses the address of the encoded data to retrieve the
association between the address and the associated random
number or key. If the retrieved association 1s between the
address and a key, decoding circuit 130 decodes the encoded
data using the key. If the retrieved association 1s between the
address and a random number, decoding circuit 130 selects on
of the keys using the random number, and decodes the
encoded data using the selected key.

FIG. 4 shows a data transmission system 400 comprising a
transmit circuit 408 1n communication with a recerve circuit
410 over a data bus 406 according to a preferred embodiment
of the present mmvention. Transmit circuit 408 and receive
circuit 410 can be fabricated as one or more 1ntegrated cir-
cuits.

Transmit circuit 408 comprises an mput circuit 412, an
output circuit 414, and an encoder 416. Encoder 416 com-
prises an encoding circuit 418, a select circuit 420, and a key
circuit 422, which can be implemented as a memory.

Recetve circuit 410 comprises an input circuit 424, an
output circuit 426, and a decoder 428. Decoder 428 comprises
a decoding circuit 430, a select circuit 432, and a key circuit
434, which can be implemented as a memory.

FIG. 5 shows a transmit process 300 for data transmission
system 400 of F1G. 4 according to a preferred embodiment of
the present invention. Input circuit 412 of transmit circuit 408
receives data and an address for the data (step 302). The
address for the data 1s not encoded, and can include a desti-
nation address to which the data 1s to be transmitted, a source
address from which the data was sent, and the like.

Select circuit 420 of encoder 416 receives the address for
the data, and selects one of a group of keys stored 1n key
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circuit 422 based on all or part of the address (step 504).
Preferably select circuit 420 hashes all or part of the address
to obtain an 1mdex to a table containing the keys. Key circuit
422 provides the selected key to encoding circuit 418.

Encoding circuit 418 also recerves the data, and encodes
the data using the key provided by key circuit 422 (step 506).
Preferably the datai1s N bits in width, each of the keys 1s N bits
in width, and encoding circuit 418 comprises N exclusive-or
(XOR) gates each comprising a first input to input a respective
bit of the data, a second mput to iput a respective bit of the
selected key, and an output to output a respective bit of the
encoded data. That 1s, encoding circuit 418 encodes the data
by generating a bitwise XOR of the data and the selected key.
Of course, other encoding methods can be used. Output cir-
cuit 414 of transmait circuit 408 outputs the encoded data to
data bus 406 (step 508).

Because the data 1s encoded 1n a random fashion before it
1s written to data bus 406, the likelihood that an SSO condi-
tion will appear on data bus 406 1s exceedingly small. Any
detrimental SSO effects on data bus 406 are thereby avoided.

FIG. 6 shows a receive process 600 for data transmission
system 400 of F1G. 4 according to a preferred embodiment of
the present invention. Input circuit 424 of receive circuit 410
recerves encoded data from data bus 406, and an address for
the data (step 602). The address for the data can include a
destination address to which the data 1s to be transmitted, a
source address from which the data was sent, and the like.

Select circuit 432 of decoder 428 recerves the address for
the data, and selects one of a group of keys stored 1n key
circuit 434 based on all or part of the address (step 604).
Preferably select circuit 432 hashes all or part of the address
to obtain an 1mdex to a table containing the keys. Key circuit
434 provides the selected key to decoding circuit 430. Pret-
erably select circuits 420 and 432 perform the same selection
algorithm, and key circuits 422 and 434 contain the same
keys. In some embodiments, a single select circuit and/or key
circuit can be shared by transmit circuit 408 and receive
circuit 410.

Decoding circuit 430 also receives the encoded data, and
decodes the encoded data using the key provided by key
circuit 434 (step 606). Preferably the encoded data 1s N bits 1n
width, each of the keys 1s N bits 1n width, and decoding circuit
430 comprises N exclusive-or (XOR) gates each comprising
a first mput to mput a respective bit of the encoded data, a
second mput to mput a respective bit of the selected key, and
an output to output a respective bit of the data. That 1s, decod-
ing circuit 430 decodes the encoded data by generating a
bitwise XOR of the encoded data and the selected key. Of
course, other decoding methods can be used. Output circuit
426 of receive circuit 410 outputs the data (step 608).

The i1nvention can be implemented 1n digital electronic
circuitry, or in computer hardware, firmware, software, or 1n
combinations of them. Apparatus of the invention can be
implemented i a computer program product tangibly
embodied 1n a machine-readable storage device for execution
by a programmable processor; and method steps of the inven-
tion can be performed by a programmable processor execut-
ing a program of instructions to perform functions of the
invention by operating on input data and generating output.
The 1invention can be implemented advantageously 1n one or
more computer programs that are executable on a program-
mable system including at least one programmable processor,
coupled to recerve data and 1nstructions from, and to transmuit
data and 1nstructions to, a data storage system, at least one
input device, and at least one output device. Each computer
program can be implemented 1n a high-level procedural or
object-oriented programming language, or 1n assembly or
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machine language if desired; and in any case, the language
can be a compiled or iterpreted language. Suitable proces-
sors include, by way of example, both general and special
purpose microprocessors. Generally, a processor will receive
instructions and data from a read-only memory and/or a ran-
dom access memory. Generally, a computer will include one
or more mass storage devices for storing data files; such
devices include magnetic disks, such as internal hard disks
and removable disks; magneto-optical disks; and optical
disks. Storage devices suitable for tangibly embodying com-
puter program instructions and data include all forms of non-
volatile memory, including by way of example semiconduc-
tor memory devices, such as EPROM, EEPROM, and flash
memory devices; magnetic disks such as internal hard disks
and removable disks; magneto-optical disks; and CD-ROM
disks. Any of the foregoing can be supplemented by, or incor-
porated i, ASICs (application-specific integrated circuits).

A number of implementations of the invention have been

described. Nevertheless, 1t will be understood that various
modifications may be made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the invention. Accordingly, other implementa-
tions are within the scope of the following claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

[1. An apparatus comprising:

a transmit circuit to transmit data from a first device to a
second device on a bus, the bus connecting the first
device and the second device, the transmit circuit com-
prising;:

a transmit input circuit to input the data and an address
for the data to the transmit circuit,
an encoder to encode the data according to the address
for the data, the encoder comprising;:
an encode select circuit to (1) select one of a plurality
of keys based on the address for the data and (11)
hash at least a portion of the address to obtain an
index to a table containing the plurality of keys,
wherein different keys are selected for different
addresses when transmitting data from the first
device to the second device, and
an encoding circuit to encode the data using the key
selected by the encode select circuit, and
a transmit output circuit to output the encoded data on
the bus.]

[2. The apparatus of claim 1, further comprising:

a recetrve circuit to receive the encoded data from the bus,
the recerve circuit comprising;:

a recerve mput circuit to mput the encoded data and an
address for the encoded data to the receive circuit,
a decoder to decode the encoded data according to the
address for the encoded data, the decoder comprising:
a decode select circuit to select a second one of the
plurality of keys based on the address for the
encoded data, and
a decoding circuit to decode the encoded data using
the second one of the plurality of keys selected by
the decode select circuit, and
a receive output circuit to output the decoded data.}
[3. The apparatus of claim 1:
wherein the encoding circuit comprises
a plurality of exclusive-or (XOR) gates each comprising

a first input to mput a respective bit of the data,

a second input to input a respective bit of the key selected
by the encode select circuit, and

an output to output a respective bit of the encoded data.}

[4. The apparatus of claim 2:
wherein the decoding circuit comprises
a plurality of exclusive-or (XOR) gates each comprising
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a first input to mput a respective bit of the encoded data,
a second 1nput to input a respective bit of the second one
of the plurality of keys selected by the decode select
circuit, and
an output to output a respective bit of the data.]
[S. The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising:
a memory;
wherein the encoder further comprises a random number
generator to generate random numbers;
wherein the encode select circuit selects the one of the
plurality of keys according to one of the random num-
bers; and
wherein the memory stores an association between the
address for the data and the one of the random numbers. }
[6. The apparatus of claim 5:
wherein the decode select circuit retrieves from the
memory a second association between the address for
the encoded data and a second one of the random num-
bers based on the address for the encoded data; and
wherein the decode select circuit selects the second one of
the plurality of keys according to the second one of the
random numbers.}
[7. The apparatus of claim 2, further comprising:
a memory;
wherein the address for the data, and the address for the
encoded data, comprise at least one of the group con-
sisting of
an address 1n the memory, and
a buffer number in the memory .}
[8. An integrated circuit comprising the apparatus of claim
1]
[9. A method comprising:
transmitting (1) data and (11) an address for the data from a
first device to a second device on a bus, the bus connect-
ing the first device and the second device;
encoding the data according to the address for the data by:
selecting one of a plurality of keys based on the address
for the data:
hashing at least a portion of the address to obtain an
index to a table containing the plurality of keys,
wherein different keys are selected for different
addresses when transmitting data from the first device
to the second device; and
encoding the data using the key selected based on the
address for the data; and
outputting the encoded data on the bus.]
[10. The method of claim 9, further comprising:
decoding the encoded data according to the address for the
encoded data by:
selecting a second one of the plurality of keys based on
the address for the encoded data; and
decoding the encoded data using the second one of the
plurality of keys selected based on the address for the
encoded data.}
[11. The method of claim 9:
wherein encoding the data using the key selected based on
the address for the data comprises generating a bitwise
exclusive-or (XOR) of the data and the key selected
based on the address for the data.]
[12. The method of claim 10:
wherein decoding the encoded data using the second one of
the plurality of keys selected based on the address for the
encoded data comprises generating a bitwise exclusive-
or (XOR) of the encoded data and the second one of the
plurality of keys selected based on the address for the
encoded data.]
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[13. An apparatus comprising:
a recelve circuit to receirve data that 1s encoded from a bus,
the recerve circuit comprising;:

a receive mput circuit to input the encoded data and an
address for the encoded data received from the bus to
the receive circuit,

a decoder to decode the encoded data according to the
address for the encoded data, the decoder comprising:
a decode select circuit to select one of the plurality of

keys based on the address for the encoded data, and
a decoding circuit to decode the encoded data using,
the key selected by the decode select circuit, and

a receive output circuit to output the decoded data.}

[14. The apparatus of claim 13:
wherein the decoding circuit comprises
a plurality of exclusive-or (XOR) gates each comprising

a {irst input to mput a respective bit of the encoded data,

a second input to input a respective bit of the key selected
by the decode select circuit, and

an output to output a respective bit of the data.]

[15. The apparatus of claim 13, further comprising:

a memory;

wherein the address of the encoded data comprises at least
one of the group consisting of

an address 1n the memory, and

a buffer number in the memory }

[16. An integrated circuit comprising the apparatus of

claim 13.]

[17. A method comprising:

inputting encoded data and an address for the encoded data
recerved from a bus;

decoding the encoded data according to the address for the
encoded data; and

outputting the decoded data.]

[18. The method of claim 17:

wherein decoding comprises

selecting one of a plurality of keys based on the address
for the encoded data, and

decoding the encoded data using the key selected based
on the address for the encoded data.]

[19. The method of claim 18:

wherein decoding the encoded data using the key selected
based on the address for the encoded data comprises
generating a bitwise exclusive-or (XOR) of the encoded
data and the key selected based on the address for the
encoded data.}

20. A method of reducing an amount of simultaneously

switched outputs of a memory device, comprising:

driving outputs of the memory device to a set of values;

randomly encoding the set of values based on a random
number to reduce an amount of simultaneously switched
outputs resulting from switching of the set of values to
another set of values; and

driving the outputs of the memory device to the randomly
encoded set of values.

21. The method according to claim 20, further comprising:

decoding the randomly encoded set of values backto the set
of values.

22. An interface of a device that is coupled to a memory,

COmMprising:

an output driving circuit that is coupled to outputs of the
device, the output driving circuit being configured to
drive the outputs of the device to a set of values;

a random number genervator configured to generate a van-
dom number; and

an encoder that is coupled to the output driving circuit, the
encoder being configured to veceive the set of values and
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to randomly encode the set of values based on the ran-
dom number to reduce an amount of simultaneously
switched outputs resulting from switching of the set of
values to another set of values,
whevrein the output driving civcuit dvives the outputs of the 5
device to the randomly encoded set of values.
23. The interface accorvding to claim 22, wherein the
memory comprises.
a decoder configured to decode the randomly encoded set
of values back to the set of values. 10
24. A semiconductor device having reduced simulta-
neously switched outputs, comprising:
an output driving circuit that is coupled to outputs of the
semiconductor device, the output driving circuit being
configured to drive the outputs to a set of values; 15
a random number generator configured to generate a ran-
dom number; and
an encoder that is coupled between the semiconductor
device and the output driving circuit, the encoder being
configured to receive the set of values from the output 20
driving circuit and to randomly encode the set of values
based on the random number to veduce an amount of
simultaneously switched outputs resulting from switch-
ing of the set of values to another set of values.
25. The semiconductor device according to claim 24, 25
wherein the outputs of the semiconductor device are coupled
to a memory to store the set of values, the memory comprises.
a decoder configured to decode the randomly encoded set
of values back to the set of values.
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