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METHOD FOR OPERATING A WIND
ENERGY PLANT AND WIND ENERGY
PLANT

5
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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The invention relates to a method for operating a wind 25
energy plant and to a wind energy plant having a rotor with at
least one rotor blade which has an adjustable pitch angle, a
generator coupled to the rotor, and a regulation means which,
if there 1s a deviation of the rotation speed of the generator or
rotor from a rotation speed set point, adjusts the pitch angle of 30
the at least one rotor blade such that the rotation speed set
point 1s reached again.

Fault of a grid which 1s fed by the wind energy plant may
cause a sudden load shedding, wherein the generator torque
or the generator power of the wind energy plant falls off to 35
zero within a very short time period. Moreover, it 1s also
possible to reduce an electrical quantity provided by the plant
by means of a generator and fed 1into a grid to a predetermined
value 1n a controlled manner and 1n a short time by reduction
ol a preset value for the generator, such as a preset generator 40
torque or the preset generator power, respectively, for
example by means of a corresponding control means of the
plant. In this context, in a short time means a time period of
less than one minute, 1n particular less than half a minute.

With increasing 1mportance of regenerative energy 45
sources, energy supply companies more and more make the
same technical demands on wind energy plants or wind parks,
respectively, as they do on conventional power plants. An
example 1s the demand for a contribution of wind energy
plants to a fast reduction of excess power 1n the grid. To this 50
end, the energy supply company sends a respective signal
predetermining a defined power level. Such a signal can be
independent of other preset values, for example active power
set points. The energy supply companies more and more
demand a very fast reduction of the electrical energy of the 55
plant fed 1nto the grid. In a couple of countries, time periods
ol a few seconds, for example five seconds, are discussed or
already required for a reduction of load to a value of for
example 20% of the capacity of the grid connection.

In order to meet these rigorous timing requirements, the 60
clectrical quantity provided must be reduced by means of a
very fast reduction of the generator torque or generator power,
respectively. Through this reduction of the counter load gen-
crated by the generator, however, the rotor of the wind energy
plant s accelerated and rotation speeds occur which cause the 65
regulation means to interact by increasing the pitch angle. The
pitch angle 1s a constructive quantity, namely the angle

2

between the rotor plane and the chord line of the rotor blade.
As soon as the regulation means notices a deviation of the

rotation speed of the rotor or generator from the rotation
speed set point, 1t reacts by changing the pitch angle. How-
ever, the regulation means 1s designed with regard to the usual
wind turbulences. With regard to a sudden load shedding, the
regulation means reacts too slowly. This can lead to detrimen-
tal excess rotation speeds of the rotor or the generator, respec-
tively. To avoid this, the generator torque or the generator
power, respectively, can only be reduced with a limited speed.
For this reason, it 1s difficult to fulfill the strict requirements of
the energy supply companies with current systems.

In particular for wind parks, an additional problem 1s that
the request for a reduction of the overall active power pro-
vided must be allocated to the individual wind energy plants
in an intelligent manner. Receiving, evaluating and transmiut-
ting the individual set point signals to the plants by means of
the wind park controller takes a certain time, which 1s then no
longer available for a reduction of the load by the plants. The
alorementioned problem is therefore getting worse for plants
in wind parks.

With known systems, it 1s not possible to change the active
power of a wind energy plant to 20% of the rated power within
a few seconds, for example within five seconds. In the alter-
native, the electrical quantity provided can be reduced by
disconnecting the plant from the grid, that 1s, by a shutdown,
but this 1s often undesirable. In particular, a shutdown of the
plant 1s acceptable only under certain exceptional conditions.

Based on the prior art described, the invention was there-
fore based on the problem to provide a method and a wind
energy plant that allow for a fast load reduction to a new stable
operating point without disconnection from the grid.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The problem 1s solved by the invention on the one hand by
a method for operating a wind energy plant, the wind energy
plant having a rotor with at least one rotor blade which has an
adjustable pitch angle, the wind energy plant having a gen-
erator coupled to the rotor, and a regulation means which, 1f
there 1s a deviation of the rotation speed of the generator or
rotor from a rotation speed set point, adjusts the pitch angle of
the at least one rotor blade such that the rotation speed set
point 1s reached again, wherein an electrical quantity pro-
vided by the wind energy plant by means of a generator and
fed into a gnid 1s reduced to a predetermined value in a short
time by reduction of a preset value for the generator, and
wherein prior to the regulation means noticing a deviation of
the rotation speed of the rotor or generator from the rotation
speed set point effected by the reduction of the preset value,
an adjustment of the at least one rotor blade to a new pitch
angle 1s 1nitiated, wherein at the new pitch angle the rotation
speed of the rotor or generator reaches the rotation speed set
point at the reduced electrical quantity and the current wind
speed, that 1s at the wind speed acting on the rotor.

On the other hand, according to the invention, the problem
1s solved by a wind energy plant having a rotor with at least
one rotor blade which has an adjustable pitch angle, the wind
energy plant having a generator coupled to the rotor, a regu-
lation means designed to adjust the pitch angle of the at least
one rotor blade such that, 11 there 1s a deviation of the rotation
speed of the generator or rotor from a rotation speed set point,
the rotation speed set point i1s reached again, and a control
means designed to reduce an electrical quantity which 1s
provided by the wind energy plant by means of a generator
and fed 1nto a grid to a predetermined value 1n a short time by
reduction of a preset value for the generator, wherein the
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control means 1s further designed to imitiate an adjustment of
the at least one rotor blade to a new pitch angle prior to the
regulation means noticing a deviation of the rotation speed of
the rotor or generator from the rotation speed set point
cifected by the reduction of the preset value, wherein at the
new pitch angle the rotation speed of the rotor or generator
reaches the rotation speed set point at the reduced electrical
quantity and the current wind speed. Therein, the deviation of
the rotation speed of the rotor or generator from the rotation
speed set point noticed by the regulation means 1s a deviation
large enough to trigger a regulation action. The rotation speed
set point can be the nominal rotation speed of the generator or
the rotor, respectively. The preset value 1s a value given to the
generator 1n order to obtain a desired electrical quantity actu-
ally provided by the plant, such as for example active power.

(iven a signal to quickly reduce the load, areduction of the
preset value, for example the generator torque or the genera-
tor power, and therewith of the electrical quantity, 1s per-
formed as quickly as possible. In order to avoid that a dan-
gerous excess rotation speed of the rotor or generator,
respectively, can occur, according to the invention, an adjust-
ment to a new, larger pitch angle 1s mnitiated at the same or at
an earlier point 1n time. That 1s, the pitch angle 1s increased
anticipatory 1in order to reduce the received power of the rotor,
so that an undesirable increase of the rotation speed as a result
of the reduced preset value 1s avoided. According to the
invention, the control element for reducing the electrical
quantity and the control element for the pitch angle cooperate.
The wind energy plant stays connected to the grid during the
fast load reduction. A disconnection from the grid does not
take place.

The electrical quantity can be reduced to a value of zero or
to a value different from zero. The new pitch angle to be set
can be determined based on the predetermined value for the
clectrical quantity, the current rotation speed of the rotor or
generator, respectively, the current pitch angle and the oper-
ating condition of the plant. This 1s especially advantageous
when reducing the electrical quantity to a value not equal to
Zero.

The wind energy plant can have a suitable measurement
device for measuring the wind speed. The regulation used 1n
the wind energy plant can for example work with two con-
trollers coupled to each other, namely a converter controller
and a pitch controller. The aim of the overall system 1s to
accomplish an optimal power output of the plant to the grid 1n
regular operating mode. When the wind speed reaches the
nominal wind speed, from this time on the active power
output 1s to be regulated or limited, respectively, to the nomi-
nal power. In this case, the plants can for example work as
so-called speed-controlled plants, wherein above the nominal
wind speed and when the rated power 1s reached, the rotation
speed of the plant 1s kept constant. The two controllers of the
plant are working together conditionally, that 1s through the
rated power and special plant-system-states (for example
connecting to the grid, hysteresis), the cooperation of the
controllers 1s well-defined.

The 1nvention relates to special operating states the con-
troller of the plant 1s not designed for, and achieves a safety
increase ol the plant by acting on the pitch adjustment. In
particular, according to the mvention, it 1s possible to reduce
load to a stable power value 1n a short period of time, for
example less than a minute, especially less than half a minute,
preferably not exceeding 10 seconds, in particular not
exceeding 5 seconds or less than 5 seconds. The predeter-
mined value of the reduced electrical quantity can be for
example 60%, preterably 40%, more preferably 20% of the
nominal value of the electrical quantity. Thenceforward until
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cancelled, the set point for the electrical quantity stays at the
predetermined reduced value. The method of the invention
and the plant control means of the invention, respectively, can
be used advantageously also for a fast increase of the electri-
cal quantity provided by the plant, when for example the pitch
angle 1s reduced anticipatory in order to increase the recerved
power of the plant quickly.

It 1s possible to perform the adjustment of the new pitch
angle by the regulation means. In this case, the control means
only 1mnitiates the adjustment of the new pitch angle. So, the
regulation can remain active during the activation of the new
pitch angle. The control means and the regulation means can
form a combined device. It 1s possible to determine the new
pitch angle for the predetermined value of the reduced elec-
trical quantity. To this end, the control means of the plant can
be designed correspondingly. In order to determine this new
pitch angle, the control means can be provided for example
with characteristic diagrams and/or functions.

The rotor of the wind energy plant usually has more than
one rotor blade, for example three rotor blades. Then, corre-
spondingly, the pitch angles of all rotor blades can be adjusted
according to the invention. Also, the wind energy plant can be
part of a wind park, wherein the plants of the wind park are
controlled by a wind park controller.

The wind energy plant of the invention can be suitable for
performing the method according to the mnvention.

With regard to practice, 1t 1s especially feasible 1f the preset
value 1s the preset generator torque or the preset generator
power. According to a further especially feasible aspect, the
clectrical quantity can be the active power actually provided
by the wind energy plant. According to another aspect, the
adjustment of the new pitch angle can be performed by reduc-
ing by a defined ofiset a rotation speed set point supplied to
the regulation means. The pitch controller establishes the
difference between a rotation speed set point supplied to the
pitch controller and a current rotation speed supplied to the
pitch controller for example by a measurement device. In so
far as a deviation 1s detected, the pitch angle 1s changed by the
controller. By subtracting an offset signal from the rotation
speed set point supplied to the controller, within the controller
a large set point/current value difference can be generated
very quickly, leading to a correspondingly fast regulation
action by the controller. For the adjustment of the new pitch
angle, a switching on of a disturbance variable 1s performed 1n
an especially simple manner. According to an alternative or
additional approach to the adjustment of the new pitch angle,
a rotation speed set point supplied to the regulation means can
be increased by a defined offset. Furthermore, a minimal and
a maximal pitch angle are usually given to the regulation
means, limiting the adjusting range of the controller. In this
way, the controller can determine pitch angles only within the
limits formed by the mimimal and maximal angles. The maxi-
mum pitch angle usually 1s about 90° for all operating states,
that 1s tlag position of the rotor blade. The minimal pitch angle
depends on the operating state of the plant. In regular produc-
tion mode, 1t 1s usually 0°. An alternative or additional option
for adjusting the new pitch angle therefore 1s to 1increase the
minimal pitch angle supplied to the regulation means by a
defined offset. With this design as well, a regulation action
can be mitiated quickly and 1n an especially simple manner.

By adding a defined offset, that 1s a defined value, to an
input variable of the regulation means, a fast influence on the
regulation means 1s possible. Therein, the offset 1s defined
such that the pitch angle desired in each case 1s adjusted
quickly. For example, the offset values can be determined
empirically and retained in characteristic diagrams. It 1s pos-
sible to add a defined offset to only one or to a plurality of
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input variables of the regulation means. The offset can be
cancelled after a certain time and/or when going below a
predetermined rotation speed of the generator or rotor.
According to another aspect, the offset can be reduced over
time to zero starting from an initial maximum value. In this
aspect, the regulation means 1s therefore put down to 1its
regular operating mode over time with the regular input vari-
ables for compensation of wind turbulences, by means of
reducing the added oifset over time to zero.

This shall be illustrated on the basis of an example for
adding an offset to the mput vanable of the mimmum pitch
angle.

For determining a new, minimal pitch angle to be supplied
to the regulation means, the current actual pitch angle can be
increased by a respective pitch angle offset. A value A may be
subtracted from the new mimimal pitch angle determined 1n
the described manner. The value A 1s time-variant and 1s
increased, starting from zero, by means of a time-ramp or a
function to a value equal to the pitch angle offset. In this way,
the pitch angle oiffset 1s reduced over time, starting from an
initial maximum value, to zero. The value A can be adjusted
such that the rotation speed does not fall below the nominal
rotation speed.

The offset to be added 1n each case can be determined by
means ol at least one characteristic diagram which can be
retained 1n the control means of the plant for this purpose.
Such a characteristic diagram can contain for example the
pitch angles required to reach the rotation speed set point for
the rotation speed of the rotor or generator, respectively, in
dependence on different wind speeds for different predeter-
mined electrical quantities, for example active power values.
In the alternative, 1t 1s also possible to calculate the offset by
means of at least one function which can be retained in the
control means for this purpose. Such a function can for
example describe mathematically the pitch angle required for
a rotation speed set point 1n dependence on different wind
speeds for different predetermined electrical quantities, for
example active power values.

According to another aspect, 1t 1s possible to 1nitiate the
adjustment to a new pitch angle only 11 the rotation speed of
the rotor or generator 1s above a threshold rotation speed
and/or 11 the preset value, for example the generator torque or
the generator power, prior to 1ts reduction 1s above a threshold
preset value, that 1s for example a threshold generator torque
or a threshold generator power. To this end, the control means
can have a comparison means for comparing the rotation
speed of the rotor or generator to a threshold rotation speed or
the preset value to a threshold preset value, respectively. In
particular when the pitch angle 1s for example 0°, a fast load
shedding can lead to an undesired excess rotation speed only
if the rotation speed of the rotor or generator, respectively, 1s
close to the nominal rotation speed. For this reason, 1n such a
case the adjustment to a new pitch angle 1s necessary only
above a process- and plant-dependent threshold rotation
speed or a process- and plant-dependent threshold preset
value, respectively. The threshold value can for example be
the nominal rotation speed, or a certain percentage of the
nominal torque or the nominal power. The threshold value can
then increase with decreasing difference between the nominal
rotation speed, the nominal torque or the nominal power,
respectively, and the current rotation speed, the current torque
or the current power, respectively.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

In the following, an embodiment of the invention 1s
explained 1n greater detail on the basis of drawings.
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FIG. 1 shows schematically a block diagram illustrating,
the operation of the wind energy plant of the invention, and

FIG. 2 shows schematically a characteristic diagram 1llus-
trating the operation of the method of the invention and of the
wind energy plant of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

While this imnvention may be embodied 1n many different
forms, there are described 1n detail herein a specific preferred
embodiment of the invention. This description 1s an exempli-
fication of the principles of the invention and 1s not intended
to limit the 1nvention to the particular embodiment 1llustrated

In FIG. 1, a block diagram 1s shown 1llustrating the opera-
tion of the wind energy plant of the invention. The wind
energy plant has, 1n a manner known as such, a power train not
shown 1n detail which carries at 1ts front end a rotor also not
shown having at least one, preferably three rotor blades not
shown, and which leads to a so-called generator converter
unit at 1s rear end. The generator converter unit has a generator
not shown, a converter 10 and a converter controller 11 con-
trolling the converter 10 through a control channel 9. By
means of the converter controller 11, the active power actu-
ally provided by the plant 1s adjustable. The generator con-
verter unit 1s not necessarily designed as a constructive or
structural unit, but denominates generator and converter
working together in order to provide the desired electrical
quantity of the wind energy plant, for example the active
power. The converter controller 11 receives as input variables
an active power set point P, and a current generator rotation
speed n,, as 1llustrated by channels 7, 8.

The pitch angle of the rotor blade or the rotor blades,
respectively, 1s adjustable by a regulation means 12, 1n the
present example a pitch controller 12 (also: blade controller),
and a pitch angle control means 14 (also: pitch activation).
The rotation speed of the generator or rotor, respectively, can
be controlled through the blade angle, so that the pitch con-
troller 12 works as a rotation speed controller 12. The pitch
controller 12 1s supplied with a generator rotation speed set
point n .. through channel 13 and with the current generator
rotation speed n;, through a channel 15 as input variables for
the regulation, as 1llustrated in FIG. 1 by node 16. In addition,
the pitch controller 12 recerves a maximal and a minimal
pitch angle which limit the valid adjustment range for the
pitch angle. Corresponding to the mput variables, the pitch
controller 12 controls the pitch angle control means 14
through the channel 18.

If a fast reduction of an electrical quantity fed into an
clectric grid, for example the active power, 1s requested, the
signal (1) for the fast reduction 1s applied to a control means
22 with an evaluation program through channels 24 and 26,
or, as the case may be, through a delay 20 through channels 24
and 28, respectively. The control means 22 controls the con-
verter controller 11 directly through channel 30 1n order to
initiate the desired reduction of the electrical quantity. In
order to prevent a related increase of the rotation speed of the
generator or rotor, the control means 22 can generate an offset
(2) for the minimal pitch angle, an oifset (3) for the generator
rotation speed set point n . and/or an oifset (4) for the current
generator rotation speed n,, at the same point in time or
carlier as the reduction of the electrical quantity 1s 1nitiated,
prior to the pitch controller 12 notices a deviation of the
rotation speed of the rotor or generator from a rotation speed
set point.

The offset (2) for the minimal pitch angle can be supplied
dlrectly to the pitch controller 12, as shown by channel 32.
This offset (2) for the minimal pitch angle can be selected




US RE44,921 E

7

such that the new minimal pitch angle 1s 1n each case higher
than the current pitch angle applied. Likewise, the offset (3)
for the generator rotation speed set point n ;. can be added to
the generator rotation speed set point n.., as shown by chan-
nel 34. In particular, the offset (3) can be negative, so that the
rotation speed set point supplied to the pitch controller 12 1s
reduced by the offset (3). Subsequently, the generator rotation
speed set point modified by the offset (3) 1s supplied to the
pitch controller 12. Finally, the ofiset (4) for the current
generator rotation speed n;, can be added to the current gen-
erator rotation speed n.;;, as illustrated by channel 36. The
current generator rotation speed n,, increased by the offset
(4) being positive 1n particular, 1s then supplied to the pitch
controller 12 through channel 15 and node 16.

Generating and supplying the offsets (2), (3) and/or (4) to
the pitch controller 12 1n each case leads to the pitch control-
ler 12 controlling the pitch angle control means 14 such that
the pitch angle control means increases the pitch angle of the
rotor blades 1n order to reduce the rotation speed of the gen-
erator or rotor, respectively. In this way, by means of the fast
power reduction, detrimental excess rotation speeds of the
generator or rotor, respectively, caused under certain circums-
stances, are avoided 1n advance. The offsets (2), (3) and (4)
can be generated and supplied to the pitch controller 12 alter-
natively or 1n any combination. The size of the offsets (2), (3),
and (4) 1s selected by the control means 22 such that the
rotation speed of the rotor or generator at the power reduction
needed 1n each case, as a consequence of the effected adjust-
ment to a new pitch angle, again adopts the rotation speed set
point.

The determination of the new pitch angle needed 1n each
case shall be explained on the basis of the diagram shown 1n
FIG. 2. In the characteristic diagram shown 1n FIG. 2, the
current wind speed 1n [m/s] acting on the wind energy plant is
assigned to the x-axis. The pitch angle v 1n [°] of the rotor
blades of the wind energy plant, 1n the present example of all
three rotor blades, 1s assigned to the y-axis. Five characteristic
curves for different electrical power values P1, P2, P3, P4, P35
provided to a grid by a generator are found 1n the diagram,
wherein P1>P2>P3>P4>P35. The characteristic curves in each
case indicate the values leading to the rotation speed set point
tor the generator or rotor desired 1n each case.

With the characteristic diagram, 1t 1s possible to determine
a target pitch angle at which the rotation speed of the rotor or
generator again adopts the rotation speed set point on the
basis of the current plant power and the requested reduced
target power of the plant at a current wind speed. This shall be
explained by means of an example:

At the working point denoted in the figure by A, the wind
energy plant generates an active power P3 at a wind speed of
about 11 m/s and at a pitch angle of about 3°. If now an energy
supply company requests a power reduction for example to a
lower power P3, the corresponding working point of the wind
energy plant can be determined by means of the characteristic
diagram. In the diagram, it 1s denoted by B. Thus, it is
switched from the characteristic curve for P3 to the charac-
teristic curve for PS. Given the wind speed staying constant,
at the reduced power P35 1t 1s necessary to increase the pitch
angle to about 12° 1n order to again establish the precondi-
tions for reaching the rotation speed set point of the rotor or
generator, respectively. For other wind speeds, the needed
pitch angle can be determined along the characteristic curve.
Thus, for a predetermined power, 1n each case a regulation 1s
performed along the corresponding characteristic curve.

In order to avoid detrimental excess rotation speeds 1n the
course of the fast load reduction by a fast reduction of the
preset value, for example the generator torque or the genera-
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tor power, according to the invention, already at the point in
time when the reduction of the preset value 1s mitiated, or
even earlier, the adjustment of the three rotor blades to the
new pitch angle of about 12° 1s 1nitiated. This 1s done for
example by increasing the minimal pitch angle supplied to the
regulation means 12 by an offset, as explained above. In the
example illustrated, the new minimal pitch angle to be applied
1s determined by increasing the current pitch angle o13° by an
offset of 9°. So, the new minimal pitch angle to be applied
corresponds to the desired target angle of 12°. Of course, 1n
the alternative or in addition, 1t1s also possible to add an offset
to other input variables of the regulation means, for example
the rotation speed set point or the current rotation speed of the
rotor or generator, respectively, supplied to the regulation
means.

Afterwards, in order to hand over full control again to the
regulation means 12 gradually, the offset and with 1t the
minimal pitch angle supplied to the regulation means 12 1s
reduced from the 1nmitial maximal value of the offset along a
time-ramp or a function to zero. Then, the regulation means
12 can regularly control the pitch angle at the reduced active
power and the reduced preset value, corresponding to the
occurring wind speed variations.

The above disclosure 1s intended to be illustrative and not
exhaustive. This description will suggest many variations and
alternatives to one of ordinary skill in this art. All these
alternatives and variations are intended to be included within
the scope of the claims where the term “comprising” means
“including, but not limited to”. Those familiar with the art
may recognize other equivalents to the specific embodiments
described herein which equivalents are also intended to be
encompassed by the claims.

Further, the particular features presented 1n the dependent
claims can be combined with each other in other manners
within the scope of the invention such that the mvention
should be recognized as also specifically directed to other
embodiments having any other possible combination of the
teatures ol the dependent claims. For instance, for purposes of
claim publication, any dependent claim which follows should
be taken as alternatively written 1n a multiple dependent form
from all prior claims which possess all antecedents refer-
enced 1n such dependent claim 1f such multiple dependent
format 1s an accepted format within the jurisdiction (e.g. each
claim depending directly from claim 1 should be alternatively
taken as depending from all previous claims). In jurisdictions
where multiple dependent claim formats are restricted, the
following dependent claims should each be also taken as
alternatively written in each singly dependent claim format
which creates a dependency from a prior antecedent-possess-
ing claim other than the specific claim listed in such depen-
dent claim below.

This completes the description of the preferred and alter-
nate embodiments of the mnvention. Those skilled in the art
may recognize other equivalents to the specific embodiment
described herein which equivalents are intended to be encom-
passed by the claims attached hereto.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. Method for operating a wind energy plant, the wind
energy plant having a rotor with at least one rotor blade which
has an adjustable pitch angle, the wind energy plant having a
generator coupled to the rotor, and a regulation means which,
if there 1s a deviation of the rotation speed of the generator or
rotor from a rotation speed set point, adjusts the pitch angle of
the at least one rotor blade such that the rotation speed set
point 1s reached again, wherein an electrical quantity pro-
vided by the wind energy plant by means of a generator and
ted into a grid 1s reduced to a predetermined value in a short
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time by reduction of a preset value for the generator, charac-
terized in that prior to the regulation means (12) noticing a
deviation of the rotation speed of the rotor or generator (n,;;)
from the rotation speed set point (n <) elfected by the reduc-
tion of the preset value, an adjustment of the at least one rotor
blade to a new pitch angle (v) 1s initiated, wherein at the new
pitch angle (v) the rotation speed of the rotor or generator
(n.;,) reaches the rotation speed set point at the reduced elec-
trical quantity (P1, P2, P3, P4, P5) and the current wind speed

(VWiﬂd)‘
2. Method according to claim 1, characterized in that the

preset value 1s a preset generator torque or a preset generator
power.

3. Method according to claim 1, characterized in that the
clectrical quantity (P1, P2, P3, P4, P5) 1s the active power (P1,
P2, P3, P4, P3) of the wind energy plant.

4. Method according to claim 1, characterized in that the
new pitch angle (v) 1s adjusted by way of reducing a rotation

speed set point (n ;) supplied to the regulation means (12) by
a defined offset.

5. Method according to claim 4, characterized in that the
offset 1s reduced over time to zero starting from an initial
maximum value.

6. Method according to claim 4, characterized 1n that the
olffset 1s determined by means of a characteristic diagram.

7. Method according to claim 4, characterized 1n that the
olffset 1s determined by means of at least one function.

8. Method according to claim 1, characterized 1n that the
new pitch angle (v) 1s adjusted by way of increasing a current
rotation speed (n.;) supplied to the regulation means (12) by
a defined ofiset.

9. Method according to claim 1, characterized in that the
new pitch angle (v) 1s adjusted by way of increasing a mini-
mal pitch angle supplied to the regulation means (12) by a
defined offset.

10. Method according to claim 1, characterized in that the
adjustment to the new pitch angle (v) 1s imtiated only i1 the
rotation speed of the rotor or generator (n ;) 1s above a thresh-
old rotation speed and/or 1f the preset value prior to its reduc-
tion 1s above a threshold preset value.

11. Wind energy plant having a rotor with at least one rotor
blade which has an adjustable pitch angle, the wind energy
plant having a generator coupled to the rotor, a regulation
means designed to adjust the pitch angle of the at least one
rotor blade such that, i1f there 1s a deviation of the rotation
speed of the generator or rotor from a rotation speed set point,
the rotation speed set point i1s reached again, and a control
means designed to reduce an electrical quantity which 1s
provided by the wind energy plant by means of a generator
and fed 1nto a grid to a predetermined value 1n a short time by
reduction of a preset value for the generator, characterized in
that the control means (22) 1s designed to 1nitiate an adjust-
ment of the at least one rotor blade to a new pitch angle (v)
prior to the regulation means (12) noticing a deviation of the
rotation speed of the rotor or generator (n ;) from the rotation
speed set point (n,;.) effected by the reduction of the preset
value, wherein at the new pitch angle (v) the rotation speed of
the rotor or generator (n.;) reaches the rotation speed set
point (n.) at the reduced electrical quantity (P1, P2, P3, P4,
P5) and the current wind speed (V.. ).

12. Wind energy plant according to claim 11, characterized
in that the preset value 1s a preset generator torque or a preset
generator power.

13. Wind energy plant according to claim 11, characterized
in that the electrical quantity (P1, P2, P3, P4, P5) 1s the active
power (P1, P2, P3, P4, P5) of the wind energy plant.
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14. Wind energy plant according to claim 11, characterized
in that the control means (22) 1s designed to adjust the new
pitch angle (v) by way of reducing a rotation speed set point
(n;s) supplied to the regulation means (12) by a defined
offset.

15. Wind energy plant according to claim 14, characterized
in that a characteristic diagram for determining the offset 1s
retained 1n the control means (22).

16. Wind energy plant according to claim 14, characterized
in that at least one function for calculating the offset is
retained 1n the control means (22).

17. Wind energy plant according to claim 11, characterized
in that the control means (22) 1s designed to adjust the new
pitch angle (v) by way of increasing a current rotation speed
(n;) supplied to the regulation means (12) by a defined
offset.

18. Wind energy plant according to claim 11, characterized
in that the control means (22) 1s designed to adjust the new
pitch angle (v) by way of increasing a mimimal pitch angle
supplied to the regulation means (12) by a defined offset.

19. Wind energy plant according to claim 11, characterized
in that the control means (22) 1s designed to reduce the offset
over time to zero starting from an 1nitial maximum value.

20. Wind energy plant according to claim 11, characterized
in that the control means (22) has a comparison means for
comparing the rotation speed of the rotor or generator (n ;) to
a threshold rotation speed and 1n that the control means (22)
1s designed to initiate the adjustment to the new pitch angle
(v) only 11 the rotation speed of the rotor or generator (n;) 1s
above a threshold rotation speed and/or if the preset value
prior to 1ts reduction 1s above a threshold preset value.

21. A method for operating a wind energy plant, the wind
energy plant having a votor with at least one votor blade
which has an adjustable pitch angle, the wind energy plant
having a generator coupled to the rotor, and a regulation
means for adjusting the pitch angle of the at least one rotor
blade, the wind energy plant providing an electrical quantity
to a grid, the method comprising:

reducing the electrical quantity to a reduced electrical

quantity in a short time period,

adjusting the at least one votor blade to a new pitch angle

(v)when a reduction to the reduced electrical quantity is
initiated, wherein a votation speed of the rotor or gen-
erator (n ;) at the new pitch angle (v) reaches a rotation
speed set point of the rotor orv generator (ns<) at the
reduced electrical gquantity and current wind speed
(V... .), wherein the rotation speed set point is at least
equal to a nominal votation speed of the generator or
roltor.

22. The wind energy plant of claim 21, wherein the short
time period is less than a minute.

23. The method according to claim 21, characterized in
that the electrical quantity is an active power (P1, P2, P3, P4,
P5) of the wind energy plant.

24. A wind energy plant configured to feed an electrical
quantity into an electric grid, the wind energy plant compris-
ing:

a rotor with at least one rotor blade with an adjustable

pitch angle;

a generator coupled to the rotor;

a regulation means for adjusting the pitch angle of the at

least one rotor blade;

a control means, the control means configured to reduce

the electrical qguantity to a reduced electrical guantity in
a short time period and to adjust the at least one rotor
blade to a new pitch angle (v) when the veduction of the
electrical quantity to the reduced electrical gquantity is
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initiated, wherein a votation speed of the rotor or gen-
erator (n ;) at the new pitch angle (v) reaches a rotation

speed set point of the rotor or generator (ns<) at the
reduced electrical gquantity and current wind speed

(VJWfHd)' S
25. The wind energy plant of claim 24, wherein the short

time period is less than a minute.
26. The method according to claim 24, characterized in
that the electrical quantity is an active power (P11, P2, P3, P4,

P5) of the wind energy plant. 10
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