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(57) ABSTRACT

A mount sheet having a plurality of radio tags attached at an
interval to 1t 1s run over a radio communicating section. The
radio communicating section has a metal member providing
a conveying surface with a slit formed therein. A dielectric
member 1s arranged on a lower surface of the metal member
with a projecting section 1nserted nto the slit and, by doing
s0, the top surface ol the projecting section 1s set flush with the
top surface of the metal member. An antenna of the radio
communicating section 1s located beneath the projecting sec-
tion of the dielectric member and this antenna 1s held within
the metal case. When any radio tag being an object of a radio
communication 1s located over the slit, the radio communi-
cating section positively makes radio communication with
the radio tag through the antenna.

6 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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RADIO TAG ISSUING APPARATUS AND TAG
ISSUING METHOD

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ]| appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This 1s a Continuation Application of PC'T Application No.
PCT/1P2004/019413, filed Dec. 24, 2004, which was pub-

lished under PCT Article 21(2) 1n Japanese.

This application 1s based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2003-

431403, filed Dec. 25, 2003, the entire contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a radio tag 1ssuing appara-
tus 1n which a mount sheet having a plurality of radio tags
including an IC chip and antenna 1s conveyed to allow 1nfor-
mation to be read from, and written into, the radio tag by radio
communication.

2. Description of the Related Art

Conventionally, a radio tag issuing apparatus has been
known 1n which a radio tag called an RFID (Radio Frequency
Identification) tag 1s 1ssued. As set out in JPN PAT APPLN
KOKAI PUBLICATION NO. 2003-140348, such a radio tag
1ssuing apparatus has the function of effecting printing on a
continuous labeling sheet with a plurality of radio tags
attached at a predetermined interval thereto and the function
of writing information into the radio tag. By providing a
variable range communicatable with the radio tag it 1s pos-
sible to move only a write-operation target radio tag into the
communicatable range.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

As a method for providing a variable range in which com-
munication can be made with a radio tag, a method 1s known
of controlling the transmission power from a radio commu-
nicating means for writing information into a radio tag. In this
method, there 1s a possibility that, even 1f the transmission
power 1s constant, communication will be inadvertently made
with an adjacent radio tag due to a variation 1n an electric
power level at which communication can be made with the
radio tag. Further, where an antenna for effecting communi-
cation with the radio tag i1s provided within the radio tag
1ssuing apparatus, it has been difficult to make communica-
tion with a write-operation target radio tag only because the
radio wave 1s reflected on the metal parts, etc., within the
radio tag 1ssuing apparatus.

The present invention provides a radio tag 1ssuing appara-
tus which can positively communicate with a target radio tag
only out of a plurality of radio tags attached at an interval to
a mount sheet.

The present invention 1s characterized by comprising con-
veying means configured to convey a mount sheet having a
plurality of radio tags attached at an interval thereto to allow
information to be read from, and written 1nto, the radio tag 1n
a noncontacting fashion, the radio tag having an electronic
circuit with an antenna and storage section set thereon, radio
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communicating means configured to have an antenna and
make radio communication through the antenna to allow the
information to be read from, and written into, the storage
section of the radio tag, a first material configured to be
located to a position where the radio communicating means
makes radio communication with the radio tag, and a second

material configured to be located to a position adjacent the
radio tag with which the radio communicating means makes

radio communication, the second material being different
from the first material.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWING

FIG. 11s aview diagrammatically showing an arrangement
of a radio tag 1ssuing apparatus according to a first embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a block diagram showing a main arrangement of
a radio tag 1ssuing apparatus according to the embodiment.

FIG. 3 1s a cross-sectional view showing a structure of a
mount sheet and radio tag 1n the embodiment.

FIG. 4 1s an exploded perspective view showing an
arrangement near an antenna of a radio communicating sec-
tion of the embodiment.

FIG. 5 15 a plan view showing a relation among the mount
sheet, radio tag and conveying surface in the embodiment.

FIG. 6 1s a diagrammatic view showing an arrangement of
a radio tag 1ssuing apparatus according to a second embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 7 1s a diagrammatic view showing an arrangement of
a radio tag 1ssuing apparatus according to a third embodiment
ol the present invention.

FIG. 8 1s a cross-sectional view showing an arrangement
near an antenna of a radio communicating section in the
embodiment.

FIG. 9 1s an exploded perspective view showing an
arrangement near an antenna of a radio communicating sec-
tion 1n the embodiment.

FIG. 10 1s a diagrammatic view showing an arrangement of
a radio tag 1ssuing apparatus according to a fourth embodi-
ment of the present invention.

FIG. 11 1s a diagrammatic view showing an arrangement
near an antenna of a radio communicating section in the
embodiment above.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The embodiments of the present invention will be
described below with reference to the drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 1s a diagrammatic view showing a radio tag 1ssuing,
apparatus. Within a housing 1 are provided a printing section
2 for printing on a radio tag and a radio communicating
section 3 for making radio communication with the radio tag.

The printing section 2 has a thermal head 4 having a larger
number of heat generating elements arranged along a width
direction and an ink ribbon 5. The ink ribbon 5 1s pulled out of
a ribbon core 6 and, on 1ts way, contacted with the thermal
head 4 and finally wound around a ribbon core 7. The thermal
head 4 1s so mounted as to be pressed against a platen roller 8
with the ink ribbon 5 in between.

A plurality of radio tags are attached to a mount sheet at a
predetermined interval. The mount sheet 9 1s wound around a
roll sheet core 10 and it 1s pulled out from the roll sheet core
10. The leading edge of the mount sheet 9 1s 1ssued from an
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1ssuing section 12 by passing the radio communicating sec-
tion 3 and platen roller 8. The radio communicating section 3
has, within it, an antenna 13 for communicating with the radio
tag by wireless.

FI1G. 2 1s a block diagram showing a control structure of the
radio tag 1ssuing apparatus. In the radio tag 1ssuing apparatus,
a controller 21 for controlling each part 1s provided in the
apparatus. The controller 21 controls a transmit/recerve sec-
tion 22 in the radio communicating section 3, the printing,
section 2 for printing on the surface of the radio tag, and a
driving section 23 for driving the ribbon cores 6, 7, platen
roller 8, conveying roller 11 and roll sheet core 10.

The radio tag 24 has an antenna 25 and transmit/receive
section 26. The transmit/receive section 26 includes a storage
section for storing an ID and other data. The writing/reading
ol the information into/out of the radio tag 24 1s performed by
the transmit/recerve section 22 of the radio communicating
section 3 through the antenna 13.

The transmit signal from the transmit/receive section 22 in
the radio communicating section 3 1s radiated as a radio wave
from the antenna 13. Upon the reception of a transmit signal
by the antenna 25 from the transmit/recerve section 22, the
radio tag 24 allows 1t to be transferred to the transmit/receive
section 26 1n 1t. The transmit/receive section 26 takes out the
information from the received signal and performs an opera-
tion corresponding to this information. Further, the radio tag
24 transmits a signal from the transmit/receive section 26 via
the antenna 25 and the transmit signal 1s sent out to the
transmit/recerve section 22 in the radio communicating sec-
tion 3 through the antenna 13.

FI1G. 3 15 a cross-sectional view showing a plurality of radio
tags 24 attached to the mount sheet 9 at a predetermined
interval. The radio tag 24 1s formed on a bonding layer 31, a
radio tag inlet 32 1s placed on the bonding layer, and a printing,
layer 33 is formed on a resultant layer. The upper surface of
the printing layer 33 has a printing surface where printing 1s
made. The bonding layer 31 of the radio tag 24 1s made of
adhesive and can be peeled off the mount sheet 9. The radio
tag mlet 32 includes an IC chip having the transmit/receive
section 26 and the antenna 25.

FIG. 4 1s an exploded perspective view showing a structure
near the antenna 13 of the radio communicating section 3. A
metal member 41 provides a conveying surface and a slit 42 1s
formed at a central area of the metal member 41. Below the
metal member 41 1s placed a dielectric member 43. The
dielectric member 43 has a projecting section 43a at the
central area which 1s 1nserted from below the slit 42. In the
state 1n which the dielectric member 43 1s set in 1ntimate
contact with the lower surface of the metal member 41, the
upper surface of the projecting section 43a 1s flush with the
upper surface of the metal member 41. That 1s, the upper
surface of the projecting section 43a provides, like the upper
surface of the metal member 41, the conveying surface of the
mount sheet 9. The dielectric member 43 1s made of a first
material and the metal member 41 1s made of a second mate-
rial.

Below the projecting section 43a formed on the dielectric
member 43, the antenna 13 of the radio communicating sec-
tion 3 1s placed opposite the radio tag being a target of the
radio communicating. The antenna 13 has a radiating section
45 on a substrate 44. The rear surface of the substrate 44 1s at
a ground plane over 1ts whole surface. A core of a coaxial
cable 46 1s connected to the end of the radiating section 43 and
a mesh-like outer conductor of a coaxial cable 46 1s connected
to the ground plane.

The antenna 13 1s enclosed 1n a metal case 47 1n a state to
be opened 1n a radio tag direction only. The coaxial cable 46
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1s externally extended from a hole 48 1n a sidewall of the metal
case 47. The end of the coaxial cable 46 extended out of the
metal case 47 1s connected to the transmit/recerve section 22.
As the antenna 13 use 1s made of a planar patch antenna
whose rear end 1s set to the ground plane. By doing so, the
direction 1n which the directivity of a radiating radio wave 1s
strong can be set to an up direction, that 1s, to the projecting
section 43a of the dielectric member 43. Further, the radio
wave can be shielded by the metal case 47 from being radiated
both sideways and 1n a down direction. Thus 1t 1s possible to
radiate a radio wave only 1n an up direction.

FIG. 5 1s a plan view showing the mount sheet 9 conveyed
on the radio communicating section 3 and having a plurality
ofradio tags 24 attached at a predetermined intervals to it. The
radio tag inlet 32 of the respective radio tag 24 has an IC chip
50 and antennas 51, 52 arranged at opposite ends. The sizes of
the slits 42 as indicated by a dot-dash line in the Figure are so
set as to be greater than the outer shape of the antenna section
of the radio tag 24 but smaller than the outer shape of the radio
tag 24.

When the antenna section of the radio tag 24 is positioned
just over the slit 42, the radio communicating section 3 can
make radio communication with the radio tag 24a over the slit
42. That 1s, the projecting section 43a of the dielectric mem-
ber 43 1s present between the antenna 13 of the radio com-
municating section 3 and the radio tag being a target of the
radio communication.

At this time, the antenna sections of those radio tags 24b,
24c adjacent the radio tag 24a are located on the conveying
surface of the metal member 41 of the commumnicating section
3. That 1s, the metal member 41 1s located between the radio
communicating section 3, on one hand, and other radio tags
24b, 24c, on the other, which are adjacent the radio tag 24a
with which the radio communicating section 3 makes com-
munication.

Theradio tags 24b, 24c¢ are located on the metal member 41
and there arises a change in the characteristics of the antennas
of the radio tags 24b, 24¢ and an electric power energy gen-
erated 1n the antenna becomes smaller. This fails to start the
IC chip 50 and radio communication cannot be made with
these tags. On the other hand, the radio tag 24a with which
radio communication 1s made 1s located over the slit 42, that
1s, over the projecting section 43a serving as the dielectric
member, and 1t 1s possible to effectively make radio commu-
nication even under any feeble electric power from the radio
antenna of the radio communicating section 3.

In this way, 1t 1s possible to make radio communication
with the radio tag 24a serving as a target of radio communi-
cation only over the slit 42. There 1s no risk that any radio
communication will erroneously made with the adjacent
radio tags 24b, 24c.

Although, 1n this embodiment, the conveying surface of the
mount sheet 9 has been explained as being formed of a metal
member 41, the present invention 1s not restricted thereto and
use may be made of other than the metal member. In short, use
may be made of a material different in dielectric constant
from the dielectric member 43. If, for example, a material
having a relative dielectric constant of, for example, about 3 1s
used as the dielectric member 43, a material having a relative
dielectric constant as high as about 10 may be used as a
member providing a conveying surface.

Although, 1n the above-mentioned embodiment, an expla-
nation has been made about a structure having a projecting
section 43a formed on the dielectric member 43 and a slit 42
in which the projecting section 43a 1s inserted, the present
invention 1s not restricted thereto and, in place of forming any
projecting section 43a on the dielectric member 43, a space in
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the slit42 1s left as such, that 1s, as an air layer. In this case, the
air layer provides a first material. If, in this case, the slit has a
larger width, then the mounting sheet 9 1s liable to be caught
there and the slit width may be made as near-equal 1n size as
the shape of the antenna section of the radio tag 24.

In this way, on the radio tag 24 attached to the mount sheet
9, information 1s written by the radio communicating section
3 and, on the upper surface of the printing layer 33 of theradio
tag 24, 1t 1s printed as, for example, a bar code by means of the
printing section 2 and the tag 1s delivered out of the 1ssuing,
section 12.

Although an explanation has been made about the way of
elfecting printing on the surface of the radio tag, use may be
made of a structure 1n which only an inlet of a radio tag 1s
attached to a mount sheet and 1information 1s simply written
into a storage section of the radio tag.

Second Embodiment

The same reference numerals are employed to designate
the same parts as those of the first embodiment and any
turther explanation of them 1s omitted.

In the second embodiment, as shown 1n FIG. 6, the leading,
edge of a mount section 9 sent out from a roll sheet core 10 1s
sequentially passed through a conveying roller 11, radio com-
municating section 3 and platen roller 8 and 1t 1s turned back
downward past a conveying roller 14 and wound up around a
roll sheet core 15.

By such a structure, the mount sheet 9, after effecting

write-and print-operation on the radio tag 24, 1s wound up
around a roll sheet core 15. A rolled mount sheet9 can later be
detached from the roll sheet core 15. The mount sheet 9
removed from the roll sheet core 15 1s carried to a place where
person can attach a radio tag 24. There, a radio tag 24 can be
removed from the mount sheet 9 and attached to a product,
etc.

Even 11 the mount sheet 9 1s turned back downward from
the platen roller 8 and wound around the roll sheet core 15, the
radio communicating section 3 prevents a radio wave which 1s
radiated from the antenna 13 from being radiated both side-
ways and downward since the radio commumnicating section 3
has a metal case 47 arranged beneath. Thus, the radio tag 24
on the mount sheet 9 wound up around the roll sheet core 15
can be prevented from being erroneously read-and write-
operated by the radio communicating section 3.

Even 1n this embodiment, 1t is possible to obtain not only
the above-mentioned advantages but also other advantages as
set out above.

.

Third Embodiment

The same reference numerals are employed to designate
the same parts as those of the above-mentioned embodiment
and any further explanation of them 1s omuitted.

As shown 1n FIG. 7, as the radio communicating section
use 1s made of a radio communicating section 60. As FIGS. 8
and 9 show, the radio communicating section 60 has a metal
member 61 that defines a conveying surface. The metal mem-
ber 61 has a slit 62, which is located closer to the conveying
roller 11 than to the center part of the metal member 61. A
dielectric member 63 lies below the slit 62 of the metal
member 61. The dielectric member 63 has a projecting sec-
tion 63a on the upper surface. The projecting section 63a 1s
inserted in the slit 62 from below. In a state 1n which the
dielectric member 63 1s closely set to the lower surface of the
metal member 61, the upper surface of the projecting section
63a 1s flush with the upper surface of the metal member 61.
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That 1s, the upper surface of the projecting section 63a
together with the upper surface of the metal member 61
provides a conveying surface of the mount sheet 9.

An antenna 13 1s located beneath the projecting section 63a
of the dielectric member 63. As 1n the case of the above-
mentioned embodiment, the antenna 13 has a radiating sec-
tion 45 on a substrate 44 and a coaxial cable 46 1s connected
to the end of the radiating section 435. The antenna 13 1s held
in a metal case 64 and the coaxial cable 46 1s extended
outwardly past a hole 65 1n a sidewall of the metal case 64. As
the antenna 13 use 1s made of a planar patch antenna with a
reverse surface made at a ground plane. By doing so, the
direction 1n which the directivity of a radiating radio wave 1s
strong 1s an up direction, that 1s, 1t can be oriented toward the
projecting section 63a of the dielectric member 63. A radio
wave radiating both sideways and in a downward direction
can be shielded by the metal case 64 and hence 1t 1s possible
to radiate a radio wave only toward an up direction.

A metal case 66 lies above the slit 62 of the metal member
61. The metal case 66 surrounds the radio tag 24 and opens
only to the antenna 13 of the radio communicating section 60.
The opening of the metal case 66 1s opposed to the slit 62. The
metal case 66 contains a dielectric member 67.

The metal case 66 has its lateral side greater 1n length than
its front/back side 1n a mount sheet 9 conveying direction and
the metal case 66 has its lateral side’s lower end portions
located near both the lateral side portions of the metal mem-
ber 61.

The metal case 66 has its front/back side lower end por-
tions, that 1s, such lower end portions 1n the mount sheet 9
conveying direction, located at a level higher than the con-
veying surface provided by the metal member 61 and, 1n this
state, curtain-like metal sheets 68, 69 are attached to the
corresponding lateral sidewalls. The respective metal sheets
68, 69 arc formed of a soft member capable of shielding an
clectromagnetic wave and these sheets are set to an extent
lightly contacting with a surface of a running mount sheet 9.
There 1s no risk that any radio tag 24 attached to the mount
sheet 9 will be injured by the metal sheets 68, 69. By doing so,
the radio tag 24a 1s enclosed by the metal case 66 and metal
sheets 68, 69 and the electric power of an electromagnetic
wave leaking out of the metal decays.

As shown 1n FIG. 9, when the antenna section of the radio
tag 24 comes just over the slit 62, the radio communicating
section 60 can make communication with a radio tag 24a just
over the slit 62 and, at this time, the antenna sections of those
radio tags 24b, 24¢ adjacent the radio tag 24a are situated on
the conveying surface of the metal member 61 of the radio
communicating section 60.

Since the antenna section of the radio tag 24b 1s situated
over the metal member 61, the characteristics of the antenna
vary and the electric power generated at the antenna becomes
small. Thus, the radio tag 24b fails to start the IC chip. Fur-
ther, the electric power of an electromagnetic wave supplied
to the radio tag 24¢ decays and hence the radio tag 24¢ cannot
start the IC chip.

Theradio tag 24a with which radio communication 1s made
1s located over the slit 62, that 1s, over the dielectric matenal,
and 1t 1s possible to eflectively make radio communication
under any feeble electric power from the antenna 13 1n the
radio communicating section 60. Under such electric power,
the radio communicating section 60 cannot make radio com-
munication with the radio tags 24b, 24c.

A metal case 66 with a dielectric member 67 held 1n 1t 1s
positioned above the radio tag 24a over the slit 62. 1T the
distance between the radio tag 24a and the top surface of the
metal case 66 1s made about one quarter the wave length with




US RE44,631 E

7

which radio communication 1s made, then it 1s possible to
obtain better characteristics. Since, by doing so, a radio wave

radiating from the antenna 13 and directly arriving at the radio
tag 24a and a radio wave reflected on the top of the metal case
66 and returned back to the radio tag 24a reinforce each other
in a combined fashion, 1t 1s possible to make communication
with the radio tag 24a 1n a favorable fashion.

Further, the upper surface of the radio tag 24a 1s also
shielded by the metal case 66 and metal sheets 68, 69 and 1t 1s
possible to prevent a radio wave from being radiated to other
than a communication-wanted area. By doing so, 1t 1s possible
to suppress any electric power which might otherwise be
consumed by radiation. Since the wavelength of the radio
wave depends upon the dielectric constant and, by the use of
the dielectric member 67, the wave length of the radio wave 1s
shortened 1n the dielectric material, the high direction of the
metal case 66 can be lowered 1n comparison with the case
where no dielectric member 67 1s provided.

It 15, of course, possible to obtain not only the above advan-
tages but also the same advantages as set out above 1n con-
nection with the previous embodiments.

Although, 1n this embodiment, the conveying surface of the
mount sheet 9 1s provided by the metal member 61, the
present invention 1s not restricted thereto and use may be
made of a member other than the metal one. In short, use may
be made of a member which 1s different 1s dielectric constant
from the dielectric member 63.

Fourth Embodiment

In this embodiment, the same reference numerals are
employed to designate parts corresponding to those shown 1n
the previous embodiment and any further explanation of them
15, therefore, omaitted.

In this embodiment, as a radio communicating section use
may be made of a radio communicating section 70 as shown
in FI1G. 10. In this radio communicating section 70 as shown
in FIG. 11, ametal member 71 1s used to provide a conveying
surface and no slit 1s formed 1n the metal member 71. Above
the metal member 71, a box-like metal case 72 1s located as a
metal enclosing member with 1ts opening section oriented to
the conveying surface side. An antenna 73 1s located within
the metal case 72 and has the same structure as that of the
antenna 13 of the previous embodiment. In this connection 1t
1s to be noted that its radiating section on a substrate is
oriented downward, that 1s, to the conveying path side.

The metal case 72 1s such that its lateral sidewall side 1s
made larger 1 length than 1its front/back sidewall 1n a mount
sheet 9 conveying direction. Further, the metal case 72 1s
located with 1ts lateral sidewall’s lower end portions contact-
ing with those surface portions at and near both ends of the
metal member 71.

The metal case 72 has 1ts front/back side’s lower end por-
tions, that 1s, such lower end portions 1n the mount sheet 9
conveying direction, located at a higher position than the
conveying surface provided by the metal member 71 and
curtain-like metal sheets 74, 75 are attached to the lateral
sidewalls of the metal case 72. The respective metal sheets 74,
75 are formed of a soft member capable of shielding an
clectromagnetic wave and these sheets are set to an extent
lightly contacting with a surface of a runmng mount sheet 9.
Theretore, there 1s no risk that any radio tag 24 attached to the
mount sheet 9 will be injured by the respective metal sheets
74, 75.

In order to make radio communication with the radio tag
24a located beneath the antenna 73, it 1s necessary to set any
clectric power of a radio wave radiating from the antenna 73
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to be larger than 1n the previous embodiments. In this case,
however, the radio tag 24a 1s enclosed with the metal case 72
and metal sheets 74, 75 and the electric power of aradio wave
leaking out of the metal decays. Thus, there 1s no risk that,
with the adjacent radio tags 24b and 24c, the radio commu-
nicating section 70 will make radio communication through
the antenna 73.

It 1s of course possible to obtain an advantages even 1n this
embodiment as well as the advantages as set out in connection
with the previous embodiments.

The present invention 1s such that a plurality of radio tags
including an IC chip and antenna are conveyed 1n a state to be
attached to amount sheet and information 1s sequentially read
from, or written 1nto, the respective radio tag on the conveying
mount sheet, so that an 1ssuing radio tag can be used by being
attached to a product and so on.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A radio tag 1ssuing apparatus comprising;:

conveying means configured to convey a mount sheet hav-
ing a plurality of radio tags attached at an interval thereto
to allow information to be read from, and written 1nto,
the plurality of radio tags non-contactingly, the plurality
of radio tags each having an electronic circuit with an
antenna and a storage section set thereon;

radio communicating means configured to have an antenna
and make radio communication through the antenna of
the radio communicating means to allow the informa-
tion to be read from, and written into, the storage section
of each of the plurality of radio tags;

a first dielectric member configured to be located at a
position where the radio communicating means makes
the radio communication with at least a first radio tag of
the plurality of radio tags; [and]

a first metal member which has an upper surface facing a
conveying path of the mount sheet and is located betweern
the radio communicating means and a second rvadio tag
of the plurality of radio tags that is adjacent to the first
radio tag|.| when the radio communicating means makes
the radio communication with the first vradio tag;

a second metal member lying above the radio communi-
cating means;

a second dielectric member arranged between the first
dielectric member and the second metal member; and

a dielectric material that is provided within the first metal
member between the first dielectric member and the
radio communicating means,

wherein an upper surface of the first dielectric member 1s
flush with [an] #2e upper surface of the first metal mem-
ber for providing a conveying surface of the mount sheet,
and

wherein the first metal member encloses the first vadio tag
and has an opening in a direction of the antenna of the
radio communicating means.

2. The radio tag 1ssuing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the antenna of the radio communicating means 1s
located at an opposite side of the first dielectric member to the
first radio tag.

3. The radio tag 1ssuing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein directivity of the antenna of the radio commumnicating
means 1s reinforced 1n a direction of the first dielectric mem-
ber.

4.[A] The radio tag issuing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the first metal member encloses the antenna of the
radio communicating means and has an opening in a direction
toward the first radio tag.
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[5. The radio tag issuing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein the first metal member encloses the first radio tag and
has an opening in a direction of the antenna of the radio
communicating means.]

[6. The radio tag issuing apparatus according to claim 5,
turther comprising a second dielectric material that 1s pro-
vided within the first metal member.]

7. The radio tag 1ssuing apparatus according to claim 1,
wherein a part of the first dielectric member 1s 1n close contact
with a lower surface of the first metal member.

8. The radio tag issuing apparatus accovding to claim 1,
wherein a length of the upper surface of the metal member
along a direction of the conveying path is greater than a
length of the second radio tag along the direction of the
conveying path.
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