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CLOCK SIGNAL GENERATION APPARATUS
FOR USE IN SEMICONDUCTOR MEMORY
DEVICE AND I'TS METHOD

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets | ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

FIELD OF INVENTION

The present invention relates to a clock signal generation
device; and, more particularly, to a clock signal generation
device for reducing power consumption.

DESCRIPTION OF PRIOR ART

Generally, 1n an electronic circuit system such as a com-
puter system, a clock signal 1s used as a reference signal for
controlling timings of performing various operations. How-
ever, when an external clock signal inputted to a semiconduc-
tor memory device 1s converted into an internal clock signal
of the semiconductor memory device, a clock skew between
the external clock signal and the internal clock signal 1s gen-
erated. Therefore, when data are outputted from the semicon-
ductor memory device, the data cannot be synchronized with
the external clock signal due to the clock skew. Therefore, a
delay locked loop (DLL) 1s employed for solving the above-
mentioned problem.

FI1G. 11s a block diagram showing a conventional synchro-

nous dynamic random access memory (DRAM) including a
DLL.

As shown, the DLL includes a clock bufier 111, a phase
detector 112, a delay line controller 113, a delay line 114 and
a delay monitor 115.

The clock butfer 111 butfers an external clock signal CLK
to generate an internal clock signal 1CLK. The phase detector
112 compares a phase of the internal clock signal 1CLK with
a phase of a feed-backed clock signal outputted from the
delay momitor 115 to thereby generate a shift right control
signal SR and a shift left control signal SL based on the
comparison result. The phase detector 112 also generates a
delay locking signal dll_lockb when a delay locking opera-
tion of the DLL 1s completed.

The delay line 114 recerves the internal clock signal 1CLK
to generate a rising DLL clock signal rclk_dll and a falling
DLL clock signal fclk_dll by delaying the internal clock
signal 1CLK. The delay line controller 113 controls a delay
amount added to the internal clock signal 1CLK according to
the shiftright control signal SR and the shiit left control signal
SL.

The delay monitor 115 delays the rising and the falling
DLL clock signals rclk_dll and iclk_dll for a predetermined
delay time in order to compensate a tlight time generated
while a data 1s passed to a data output pad (DQ pad) after the
data 1s synchronized with the rising DLL clock signal rclk_dll
or the falling DLL clock signal fclk_dll. Herein, the delay
monitor 115 includes a dummy clock butler, a dummy output
buifer and a dummy load.

FIG. 2 1s a timing diagram showing an operation of the
conventional DRAM shown 1n FIG. 1.

As shown, data outputted from a DRAM core are synchro-
nized with the rising DLL clock signal rclk_dll and the falling,
DLL clock signal fclk_dll in a data latch unit, and then the
data are passed to the DQ pad to be outputted through the D(Q
pad 1n synchronization with a rising edge and a falling edge of
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the external clock signal CLK. That 1s, the rising DLL clock
signal rclk_dll and the falling DLL clock signal fclk_dll are

used as reference clock signals so that the data can be output-
ted 1n synchronization with the external clock signal CLK.
However, according to the conventional synchronous
DRAM, even when a DLL clock signal 1s not needed, 1.e.,
even when a data access operation 1s not performed, the DLL
1s continuously operated while the conventional synchronous
DRAM 1s activated. Accordingly, 1t 1s difficult to reduce
power consumption since the DLL continues to operate even
when the DLL clock 1s not needed. In addition, particularly, 1t

may be difficult to apply the conventional DRAM to a low-
power mobile device due to the above-mentioned problem.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

It 1s, therefore, an object of the present invention to provide
a clock signal generation device capable of generating a ret-
erence clock signal only when the reference clock signal 1s
required for outputting data in synchronization with an exter-
nal clock signal without using a delay locked loop (DLL).

In accordance with an aspect of the present invention, there
1s provided a clock signal generation apparatus for generating
a reference clock signal for outputting data 1n synchroniza-
tion with an external clock signal from a semiconductor
memory device, including: a clock signal generation unit for
receiving an internal clock signal to generate the reference
clock signal according to a control signal; and a control unit
for generating the control signal based on a read command, a
write command and an external address.

In accordance with another aspect of the present invention,
there 1s provided a method for generating a reference clock
signal for outputting data in synchronization with an external
clock signal from a semiconductor memory device, including
the steps of: generating a control signal based on a read
command, a write command and an external address; and
generating the reference clock signal based on an internal
clock signal in response to the control signal.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects and features of the present
invention will become apparent from the following descrip-
tion of preferred embodiments taken 1n conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, 1n which:

FIG. 1 1s a block diagram showing a conventional dynamic
random access memory (DRAM);

FIG. 2 1s a timing diagram showing an operation of the
conventional DRAM shown 1n FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 1s a block diagram showing a semiconductor
memory device including a clock signal generation device 1n
accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
imnvention;

FIG. 4 1s a timing diagram showing an operation of the
semiconductor memory device shown 1n FIG. 3;

FIG. 5 1s a schematic circuit diagram showing a clock
controller shown in FIG. 3;

FIG. 6 1s a schematic circuit diagram showing a clock
signal generator shown in FIG. 3; and

FIG. 7 1s a timing diagram showing operations of the semi-
conductor memory device shown 1n FIG. 3.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION

Hereinafiter, a clock signal generation device 1n accordance
with the present invention will be described 1n detail referring,
to the accompanying drawings.
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FIG. 3 1s a block diagram showing a semiconductor
memory device including a clock signal generation device in
accordance with a preferred embodiment of the present
invention.

As shown, the semiconductor memory device includes a
signal recerver 311, a command decoder 312, a mode register
313, a clock controller 314 and a clock signal generator 315.

The signal receiver 311 receives a plurality of command
signals such as an external clock signal CLK, an external
clock bar signal /CLK, a clock enable signal CKE, a chip
selection bar signal /CS, a row address strobe (RAS) bar
signal /RAS, a column address strobe (CAS) bar signal /CAS
and a write enable bar signal /WE 1n order to transfer the
received signals to the command decoder 312.

Herein, various operations of the semiconductor memory
device according to the plurality of command signals are
briefly described 1n a following table, where ‘H” means logic
high level and ‘L’ means logic low level.

10

15

TABLE 1
command /CS /RAS /CAS /WE BA AlO(AP)
Deselect (NOP) H X X X X X X
No operation(NOP) L H H H X X X
Active(select bank and L L H H Vv Row Row
activate row)
Read(select bank and L H L H Vv L Col
column and start read burst)
Read with AP(read burst L H L H A% H Col
with auto-precharge)
Write(select bank and L H L L A% L Col
column and start write burst)
Write with AP(write L H L L A% H Col
burst with auto-precharge)
Burst terminate or L H H L X
enter deep power down
Precharge L L H L Vv L
(deactivate row 1n
selected bank)
Precharge all(deactivate L L H L X H
row 1n all bank)
Auto precharge or L L L H X
enter self refresh
Mode register set L L L L \Y Op-code

The command decoder 312 decodes the plurality of com-
mand signals to generate a read signal rd_s and a write signal

wr_s and to control the mode register set 313. When a read
command for reading data from a memory core 1s mputted to
the command decoder 312, 1.e., when the chip selection bar
signal /CS, the RAS bar signal /RAS, the CAS bar signal
/CAS and the write enable signal /WE are inputted as ‘L, ‘H’,
‘L’ and ‘H’ respectively, the command decoder 312 activates
the read signal rd_s as a high pulse for a predetermined time.
Similarly, when a write command for writing data to the
memory core 1s inputted to the command decoder 312, 1.¢.,
when the chip selection bar signal /CS, the RAS bar signal
/RAS, the CAS bar signal /CAS and the write enable signal
/WE are mputted as ‘L’, ‘H’, ‘I’ and and ‘L’ respectively, the
command decoder 312 activates the write signal wr_s as a
logic high level. Herein, the write signal wr_s 1s inactivated
when the read command 1s 1nputted.

When an active command for activating a predetermined
bank among a plurality of banks included in the semiconduc-
tor memory device 1s mputted, 1.e., when the chip selection
bar signal /CS, the RAS bar signal /RAS and the write enable
bar signal /WE are mputted as ‘L, ‘L’ and ‘H’ respectively
and bank addresses BAO and BA1 are inputted, the mode
register 313 changes a logic level of a bank active signal
bankA to a logic low level. That1s, when one or more than one

45

50

55

60

65

4

bank 1s activated, the bank active signal bankA becomes a
logic low level. Otherwise, the bank active signal bankA 1s 1n
a logic high level.

Meanwhile, the mode register 313 generates a data output
ofl signal dqoif based on the read command inputted by the
command decoder 312 and an external address signal ADDR
including the bank addresses BA0O and BA1. The data output
oil signal dgoif 1s in a logic high level at an 1nitial state. 11 the
read command 1s inputted the mode register 313, the data
output oif signal dgoif 1s changed to a logic low level after a
CAS latency (CL). Then, the data output off signal dgoif
keeps 1ts logic level as a logic low level for a burst length (BL).

The clock controller 314 receives the read signal rd_s, the
write signal wr_s, the data output off signal dqoil and the
bank active signal bankA for generating a clock enable bar
signal /clken. Herein, the clock enable bar signal /clken
becomes a logic low level when the read signal rd_s 1s acti-
vated, and then the clock enable bar signal /clken 1s changed

ADDR NOTES

2
2

7.8, 9

10

to a logic hugh level after a predetermined delay time (dT) 1s
passed ailter the data output off signal dqoil 1s changed to a

logic high level.

The clock signal generator 315 receives an internal clock
signal 1CLK for generating a rising clock signal rclk and a
falling clock signal fclk while the clock enable bar signal
/clken 15 a logic low level. Herein, the external clock signal
CLK 1s outputted as the internal clock signal 1CLK from the
command signal receiver 311.

FIG. 4 1s a timing diagram showing an operation of the
semiconductor memory device shown 1n FIG. 3.

As shown, data outputted from the memory core are syn-
chronized with the rising clock signal rclk and the falling
clock signal fclk 1n a data latch unit, and then the data are
passed to a data output pad (DQ pad) to be outputted through
the DQ pad 1n synchronization with a falling edge and a rising
edge ol the external clock signal CLK. That1s, the rising clock
signal rclk and the falling clock signal iclk are used as refer-
ence clock signals so that the data can be outputted 1n syn-
chronization with the external clock signal CLK.

FIG. 5 1s a schematic circuit diagram showing the clock
controller 314 shown 1n FIG. 3.

As shown, the clock controller 314 includes a first inverter
NV1, a second inverter NV2, a logic operation unit 500, a
delay unit 520 and a latch unit 540.
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The logic operation unit 500 receives the data output off
signal dqott, the bank active signal bank A and the write signal
wr_s to perform a logic operation to the received signals.

In detail, the logic operation unit 500 includes a first
NAND gate ND1 for performing a logic NAND operation to
the data output oif signal dqoil and the bank active signal
bankA; a third inverter NV 3 for inverting an output of the first
NAND gate ND1; and a first NOR gate NR1 for performing
a logic NOR operation to an output of the third mnverter NV3
and the write signal wr_s.

The delay unit 520 delays an output of the logic operation
unit 500 for the predetermined delay time dT. The predeter-
mined delay time dT 1s for securing an enough time for stably
and normally outputting data from the semiconductor
memory device without being prevented by another operation
according to a following command. Herein, the delay unit 520
includes even numbers of inverters, and the number of invert-
ers included 1n the delay unit 520 1s determined so that the
predetermined delay time dT can correspond to from about a
half clock cycle to about two clock cycles.

The first mverter NV1 1nverts the read signal rd_s. The
latch unmit 540 latches an output of the first inverter NV1 and
an output of the delay unit 520. The second inverter NV2
inverts an output of the latch unit 540.

In detail, the latch unit 540 includes a second NAND gate
ND2 and a third NAND gate ND3. An output of the second
NAND gate ND2 1s coupled to an input of the third NAND
gate ND3 and an output of the third NAND gate ND3 1s
coupled to an mput of the second NAND gate ND2. The
second and the third NAND gates ND2 and ND3 receive an
output of the first inverter NV1 and an output of the delay unit
520 respectively.

Operations of the clock controller 314 are described below
referring to FIG. 5.

When the write signal wr_s 1s in a logic high level and the
read signal rd_s 1s 1n a logic low level at an 1nitial state, a
second node N2 1s 1n a logic low level, the output of the third
NAND gate 1s 1 a logic high level, the output of the second
NAND gate 1s 1n a logic low level and the clock enable bar
signal /clken 1s 1n a logic high level.

Thereafter, 11 the active command 1s 1putted, the bank
active signal bank A becomes 1n a logic low level. Then, when
the read command 1s inputted, the write signal wr_s becomes
in a logic low level and the second node N2 becomes mn alogic
high level. Since the read signal rd_s 1s activated as a high

pulse according the read command, the firstnode N1 becomes
in a logic low level. Therefore, the output of the second
NAND gate ND2 becomes 1n a logic high level, whereby the
clock enable bar signal /clken becomes 1n a logic low level.

Meanwhile, the clock enable bar signal /clken 1s changed to
a logic high level when the write command 1s mputted or
when the bank active signal bankA 1s 1n a logic high level and
the data output off signal dgoit is 1n a logic high level. When
the bank active signal bankA and the data output off signal
dgoitf are 1n a logic high level, none of the banks included 1n
the semiconductor memory device 1s activated and no data 1s
outputted from the semiconductor memory device.

FIG. 6 1s a schematic circuit diagram showing the clock
signal generator 3135 shown 1n FIG. 3.

As shown, the clock signal generator 313 includes a rising
clock signal generator 315_1 and a falling clock signal gen-
crator 315_2. The nising clock signal generator 315_1
receives the internal clock signal 1CLK for generating the
rising clock signal rclk 1n response to the clock enable bar
signal /clken. The falling clock signal generator 315 2
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6

receives the internal clock signal 1CLK for generating the
falling clock signal iclk 1in response to the clock enable bar
signal /clken.

In detail, the nising clock signal generator 315_1 includes a
fourth inverter NV4 for inverting the internal clock signal
1ICLK; a fifth inverter NV5 for inverting an output of the
fourth inverter NV4; a first delay for delaying an output of the
fifth inverter NV5; a second NOR gate NR2 for performing a
logic NOR operation to an output of the first delay and the
clock enable bar signal /clken; a fourth NAND gate ND4 for
performing a logic NAND operation to the output of the fifth
inverter NV3 and an output of the second NOR gate NR2; and
a sixth inverter NVé6 for inverting an output of the fourth
NAND gate ND4 to thereby generate the rising clock signal
rclk.

The falling clock signal generator 315_2 includes a trans-
fer gate TR for passing the internal clock signal 1CLK; a
seventh mverter NV7 for inverting an output of the transfer
gate TR; a second delay for delaying an output of the seventh
iverter NV7; a third NOR gate NR3 for performing a logic
NOR operation to an output of the second delay and the clock
enable bar signal /clken; a fifth NAND gate for performing a
logic NAND operation to the output of the seventh imnverter
NV7 and an output of the third NOR gate NR3; and an eighth
inverter NV8 for inverting an output of the fifth NAND gate
NDS to thereby generate the falling clock signal fclk.

Herein, a pulse width of the rising clock signal rclk corre-
sponds to a delay amount of the first delay. Likewise, a pulse
width of the falling clock signal fclk corresponds to a delay
amount of the second delay.

FIG. 7 1s a timing diagram showing operations of the semi-
conductor memory device shown in FIG. 3.

As shown, the clock enable bar signal /clken 1s activated as
a logic low level when the read signal rd_s 1s activated as a
high pulse. The clock enable bar signal /clken keeps 1ts logic
level as a logic low level for a predetermined time. The
predetermined time corresponds to CAS latency (CL)+burst
length (BL)+the predetermined delay time (dT).

Therefore, the rising clock signal rclk and the falling clock
signal fclk for outputting data 1n synchronization with the
external clock signal CLK are generated when the enable
clock bar signal /clken 1s activated.

As a result, 1n comparison with the conventional semicon-
ductor memory device, a reference clock signal for outputting
data in synchronization with an external clock signal 1s gen-
crated only when the reference clock signal 1s needed for
outputting data. Accordingly, a power consumption can be
reduced and the semiconductor memory device according to
the present invention 1s more suitable to a mobile device than
the conventional memory device.

The present application contains subject matter related to
Korean patent application No. 2004-113615, filed in the
Korean Patent Office on Dec. 28, 2004, the entire contents of
which being incorporated herein by reference.

While the present invention has been described with
respect to the particular embodiments, it will be apparent to
those skilled 1n the art that various changes and modifications
may be made without departing from the spirit and scope of
the invention as defined 1n the following claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A clock signal generation apparatus for generating a
reference clock signal for outputting data 1n synchromzation
with an external clock signal from a semiconductor memory
device, comprising:

a clock signal generation unit for recerving the external

clock signal to generate the reference clock signal 1n
response to a control signal; and
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a control unit for generating the control signal based on a
read command, a write command and an external
address, wherein the clock signal genervation unit gener-
ates the reference clock signal when the control signal is
activated and does not generate the rveference clock sig-
nal when the control signal is inactivated.

2. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited 1n claim

1, wherein [the clock signal generation unit generates the
reference clock signal when] the control signal is a logic LOW
when activated and [does not generate the reference clock
signal when] the control signal is a logic HIGH when inacti-
vated.

3. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in claim
[2] /, wherein the control signal is in an activated state for a
predetermined time after the control signal 1s activated in
response to [the] a read signal, wherein the predetermined
time corresponds to a value of adding a predetermined delay
time and a burst length (BL) to a column address strobe
(JGAS] CAS) latency.

4. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited 1n claim
3, wherein the predetermined delay time corresponds to from
about a half clock cycle to about two clock cycles.

5. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited 1n claim
3, wherein the control signal is inactivated when [the] a write
signal 1s activated according to the write command.

6. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in claim
1, wherein the control unit includes:

a clock controller for generating the control signal accord-
ing to aread signal, a write signal, a data output off signal
and a bank active signal, wherein the read signal or the
write signal 1s activated when the read command or the
write command 1s inputted to the semiconductor
memory device; and

amode register for generating the data output off signal and
the bank active signal based on the read command and
the external address.

7. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited 1n claim

6, wherein the control signal 1s inactivated when the bank
active signal 1s 1n a logic high level and the data output off
signal 1s 1n a logic high level.

8. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in claim
7, wherein the bank active signal 1s 1n a logic low level when
none of a plurality of banks included 1n the semiconductor
memory device 1s activated.

9. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited 1n claim
8, wherein the data output ofl signal becomes in a logic low
level after time corresponded to the CAS latency 1s passed
alter the read signal 1s activated according to the read com-
mand, and a logic level of the data output off signal 1s kept as
a logic low level for the BL.

10. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited 1n
claim 9, further comprising:

a command signal recerver for recerving the external clock
signal and a plurality of command signals to thereby
generate an internal clock signal and transfers the plu-
rality of command signals; and

a command decoder for decoding the plurality of command
signals outputted from the command signal to thereby
generate the read signal and the write signal.

11. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited 1n
claim 10, wherein the reference clock signal includes a first
reference clock signal and a second reference clock signal and
the [dock] clock signal generation unit includes:

a lirst reference clock signal generator for receiving the
internal clock signal to generate the first reference clock
signal in synchronization with a rising edge of the inter-
nal clock signal according to the control signal; and
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a second reference clock signal generator for recerving the
internal clock signal to generate the second reference
clock signal in synchronization with a falling edge of the
internal clock signal according to the control signal.

12. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 11, wherein the first reference clock signal generator
includes:

a first inverter for mverting the internal clock signal;

a second mnverter for inverting an output of the first inverter;

a first delay for delaying an output of the second inverter;

a first NOR gate for performing a logic NOR operation to
an output of the first delay and the control signal;

a first NAND gate for performing a logic NAND operation
to the output of the second 1nverter and an output of the
first NOR gate; and

a third iverter for inverting an output of the first NAND
gate to thereby generate the first reference clock signal.

13. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 11, wherein the first reference clock signal generator
includes:

a transier gate for transierring the internal clock signal;

a fourth inverter for inverting an output of the transier gate;

a second delay for delaying an output of the fourth inverter:;

a second NOR gate for performing a logic NOR operation
to an output of the second delay and the control signal;

a second NAND gate for performing a logic NAND opera-
tion to the output of the third inverter and an output of the
second NOR gate; and

a fifth inverter for inverting an output of the second NAND
gate to thereby generate the second reference clock sig-
nal.

14. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 13, wherein a pulse width of the first reference clock
signal and a pulse width of the second reference clock signal
correspond to a delay amount of the first delay and a delay
amount of the second delay respectively.

15. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 6, wherein the clock controller includes:

a first mnverter for mverting the read signal;

a logic operation unit for performing a logic operation to
the data output off signal, the bank active signal and the
write signal;

a delay unit for delaying an output of the logic operation
unit for [the] a predetermined delay time:;

a latch unit for latching an output of the first inverter and an
output of the delay unit; and

a second mverter for inverting an output of the latch unit to
thereby generate the control signal.

16. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in

claim 15, wherein the logic operation unit includes:

a first NAND gate for performing a logic NAND operation
to the data output off signal and the bank active signal;

a third 1inverter for inverting an output of the first NAND
gate; and

a NOR gate for performing a logic NOR operation to an
output of the third inverter and the write.

17. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 16, wherein the delay unit includes even numbers of
inverters.

18. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 17, wherein the latch unit includes:

a second NAND gate and a third NAND gate, the second
NAND gate performing a logic NAND operation to the
output of the first mverter and an output of the third
NAND gate and the third NAND gate performing a logic
NAND operation to the output of the delay unit and an
output of the second NAND gate.
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19. A method for generating a reference clock signal for
outputting data in synchronization with an external clock
signal from a semiconductor memory device, the method
comprising the steps of:

generating a control signal based on a read command, a
write command and an external address; and

generating the reference clock signal based on an internal
clock signal 1n response to the control signal, wherein
the veference clock signal is generated when the control
signal is activated and the veference clock signal is not
generated when the contvol signal is inactivated.

20. The method as recited 1n claim 19, further comprising,

the steps of:

generating the internal clock signal based on the external
clock signal; and

decoding a plurality of command signals mputted to the
semiconductor memory device for generating a read
signal and a write signal.

21. The method as recited 1n claim 20, wherein the step of

generating the control signal includes the steps of:
generating a data output off signal and a bank active signal
according to the read command and the external address;
and

generating the control signal according to the read signal,
the write signal, the data output off signal and the bank
active signal.

22. The method as recited in claim 21, wherein [the refer-
ence clock signal is generated when] the control signal is a
logic LOW when activated and the control signal is a logic
HIGH when inactivated.

23. The method as recited in claim [22] 20, wherein the
control signal 1s activated for a predetermined time, wherein
the predetermined time corresponds to a value of adding a
predetermined delay time and a burst length (BL) to a column
address strobe (CAS) latency.

24. The method as recited 1n claim 23, wherein the step of
generating the control signal includes the steps of:

performing logic operations to the data output off signal,
the bank active signal and the write signal; and

delaying a result of the step of performing logic operations
for the [predetermine] predetermined delay time.

25. The method as recited 1n claim 24, wherein the step of
generating the reference clock signal includes the steps of:

generating a first reference clock signal based on the inter-
nal clock signal in synchronization with a rising edge of
the internal clock signal according to the control signal;
and

generating a second reference clock signal based on the
internal clock signal 1n synchronization with a falling
edge of the internal clock signal according to the control
signal.

26. A clock signal generation apparatus for generating a
reference clock signal for outputting data 1n synchronmization
with an external clock signal from a semiconductor memory
device, comprising;:

a clock signal generation unit for recerving the external
clock signal to generate the reference clock signal 1n
response to a control signal; and

a control unit for generating the control signal based on a
read command, a write command and an external
address,

wherein the control signal 1s 1n an activated state for a
predetermined time after the control signal 1s activated
in response to the read [signal] command, wherein the
predetermined time corresponds to a value of adding a
predetermined delay time and a burst length (BL) to a
column address strobe (CAS) latency, and wherein the
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clock signal gemeration unit generates the reference
clock signal when the control signal is activated and
does not generate the rveference clock signal when the
control signal is inactivated.

27. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 1, wherein the reference clock signal is held at a con-
stant logic level when the control signal is inactivated.

28. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 27, wherein the constant logic level is a logic low level.

29. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim I, wherein the veference clock signal is a pair of vefer-
ence clock signals.

30. The clock signal generation apparatus as rvecited in
claim 29, wherein the pair of reference clock signals com-
prises a rising clock signal and a falling clock signal.

31. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 1, wherein the reference clock signal is generated with-
out using a delay locked loop (DLL).

32. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 1, wherein the control signal is activated when the read
command is rveceived.

33. The clock signal generation apparatus as rvecited in
claim 32, wherein the control signal is activated after a CAS
latency following receipt of the read command.

34. The clock signal generation apparatus as rvecited in
claim 33, wherein the control signal is inactivated after a
burst length following activation of the control signal.

35. The clock signal generation apparatus as rvecited in
claim I, wherein the control signal is inactivated when the
write command is received.

36. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 1, wherein the external address is an external bank
address for selecting one of a plurality of banks.

37. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 36, wherein a predetermined bank is activated in
response to the external bank address and an activate com-
mand.

38. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 37, wherein a bank activate signal is activated in
response to the activate command and the external bank
address for any one or more banks among the plurality of
banks.

39. The clock signal generation apparatus as rvecited in
claim 38, wherein the control signal is inactivated when the
bank activate signal is inactivated.

40. The method as vecited in claim 19, wherein generating
the reference clock signal further comprises holding the rvef-
erence clock signal at a constant logic level when the control
signal is inactivated.

4]. The method as recited in claim 40, wherein the constant
logic level is a logic low level.

42. The method as rvecited in claim 19, wherein generating
the veference clock signal further comprises generating a pair
of reference clock signals.

43. The method as recited in claim 42, wherein generating
a pair of reference clock signals further comprises generating
a rising clock signal and a falling clock signal.

44. The method as vecited in claim 19, wherein generating
the reference clock signal further comprises generating the
reference clock signal without using a delay locked loop
(DLL).

45. The method as vecited in claim 19, wherein generating

a control signal further comprises activating the control sig-
nal when the read command is received.
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46. The method as vecited in claim 45, wherein activating
the control signal further comprises activating the control
signal after a CAS latency following receipt of the vead com-
mand.

47. The method as rvecited in claim 46, wherein generating
a control signal further comprises inactivating the control
signal after a burst length following activation of the control
signal.

48. The method as rvecited in claim 19, whervein generating
a control signal further comprises inactivating the control
signal when the write command is veceived.

49. The method as recited in claim 19, wherein the external
address is an external bank address for selecting one of a
plurality of banks.

50. The method as recited in claim 49, the method further
comprising activating a predetermined bank in vesponse to
the external bank addvess and an activate command.

51. The method as recited in claim 50, the method further
comprising activating a bank activate signal in response to
the activate command and the external bank address for any
one or move banks among the plurality of banks.

52. The method as recited in claim 51, the method further
comprising inactivating the control signal when the bank
activate signal is inactivated.

53. The clock signal generation apparatus as recited in
claim 26, wherein the control signal is a logic LOW when
activated and the control signal is a logic HIGH when inac-
tivated.
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