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1
FIBER ACCESS TERMINAL

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
PROVISIONAL APPLICATTON

The present application claims priority to U.S. Provisional

Application 60/551,164 filed Mar. 8, 2004 and U.S. Provi-
sional Application 60/600,129, filed Aug. 9, 2004.

BACKGROUND

Expansion of fiber optic based telecommunication service
1s being expended to greater diversity of businesses and
homes. Many of these extensions of service within neighbor-
hoods, industrial parks and business developments utilize
optical fiber distribution cables laid within buried conduit.
Such optical fiber distribution cables might extend from a
larger fiber distribution terminal or pedestal to a smaller fiber
access terminal directly adjacent the business or home to
which service may be provided. From the fiber access termi-
nal to the home or business, a fiber drop cable may connect to
the home or business.

A fiber distribution terminal may be configured to receive
fibers from a central office and contain a number of splitters.
Each of the fibers from the central office may carry a large
number of signals and the splitters separate the compound
signals 1nto individual circuits. These individual circuits are
then transmitted through individual optical fibers. Each of the
fibers from the main oifice may enter one of the splitters in the
fiber distribution terminal and the splitter may direct each of
these signals into up to thirty-two fibers. A typical fiber dis-
tribution terminal may be configured to support from 100
fibers up to 1500 fibers. The smaller fiber access terminals
may more typically house up to 8 or 12 fibers. The fiber
distribution cables between the fiber distribution terminal and
the fiber access terminal may have these eight to twelve fibers
bundled together 1n a single multi-strand cable. Within the
fiber access terminal, these multiple strands are broken out of
the multistrand cable so that each fiber may be directed to an
individual customer.

Currently, when fiber optic cables are extended from a fiber
distribution terminal to a fiber access terminal, a variety of
techniques are available for pulling and/or pushing the cable
through the conduit. However, such cables must then be ter-
minated and connectorized at the fiber access terminal. Ter-
mination and connectorizing 1s preferable performed 1n an
environmentally stable and protected environment, such as a
factory. Contamination of the fiber, the fiber end face or the
junctions between fibers can degrade or inhibit communica-
tion with the customer.

Improvements to current fiber distribution cables and fiber
access terminals are desirable.

SUMMARY

The present mmvention relates to a fiber access terminal
assembly with a fiber optic distribution cable, and a fiber
enclosure at one end of the fiber optic distribution cable. The
fiber enclosure 1s configured to be inserted through a hollow
conduit with a top end positioned in a direction of 1nsertion
into the conduit. The fiber enclosure includes a terminal body
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and a removable cover which cooperate to define an 1nterior,
the top end and a base end. The base end of the fiber enclosure
includes a first opening through which the fiber optic distri-
bution cable enters the interior of the fiber enclosure. The
fiber optic distribution cable includes a plurality of optical
fiber strands. Optical fiber strands from the distribution cable
are separated within the interior of the enclosure and termi-
nated with fiber optic connectors.

The terminal body includes a plurality of fiber optic adapt-
ers extending through the terminal body. Each of the adapters
has a first end within the interior configured to receive one of
the connectors of the optical fiber strands, and a second end
outside the interior of the enclosure. The second ends are
configured to receitve a connector of an optical fiber drop
cable extending to an exterior of the fiber enclosure and
extend generally 1n the direction of the fiber optic distribution
cable. The interior includes a cable slack storage arrangement
for storing excess cable length of any of the optical fiber
strands between the fiber optic distribution cable and the first
end of an adapter. The cable slack storage arrangement also
provides bend radius protection for the optical fiber strands
stored within the cable slack storage arrangement.

The present invention further relates to a method of assem-
bling a fiber access terminal to the end of a fiber distribution
cable. The terminal includes an enclosure defined by a hous-
ing and a cover. In an environmentally protected location, a
fiber optic distribution cable 1s extended through a first open-
ing 1n the housing into the interior of the housing and secured
to a strain relief. A plurality of optical fiber strands are sepa-
rated from the fiber optic distribution cable within the interior
of the enclosure body. Each of the optical fiber strands are
terminated with a fiber optic connector within the interior of
the enclosure body. The optical fiber strands within the inte-
rior of the housing are extended about a cable slack storage
arrangement within the iterior. The fiber optic connectors
are connected to one of a plurality of mating fiber optic
adapters. The fiber optic adapters extend through the housing
from the interior to outside the housing and include a second
end outside the housing for connecting with a mating fiber
optic connector. The second end 1s configured to receive a
fiber optic drop cable extending from generally the same
direction as the fiber optic distribution cable. The cover 1s
positioned to close off an open side of the housing and the
interior to form the fiber enclosure and the fiber enclosure 1s
configured to pass through a buried conduit.

The present invention also relates to a fiber access terminal
assembly including a fiber optic distribution cable with a first
end and a second end, a fiber enclosure at the second end of
the fiber optic distribution cable, and a pedestal mounting
arrangement. The fiber enclosure includes a terminal body
and a removable cover cooperating to define an interior, the
top end and a base end. The base end of the fiber enclosure
includes a first opening through which the fiber optic distri-
bution cable enters the interior of the fiber enclosure. The
fiber optic distribution cable includes a plurality of optical
fiber strands, the plurality of optical fiber strands separated
from the fiber optic distribution cable within the interior and
terminated with fiber optic connectors. The terminal body
includes a plurality of fiber optic adapters extending through
the terminal body. Each of the adapters has a first end within
the interior configured to recerve one of the connectors of the
optical fiber strands within the interior, and a second end
accessible from outside the terminal body configured to
receive a connector of an optical fiber drop cable extending to
an exterior of the fiber enclosure. The interior includes a cable
slack storage arrangement for storing excess cable length of
any of the optical fiber strands between the fiber optic distri-
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bution cable and the first end of an adapter, the cable slack
storage arrangement providing bend radius protection for the
optical fiber strands stored within the cable slack storage
arrangement.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated in
and constitute a part of the description, illustrate several
aspects of the mmvention and together with the detailed
description, serve to explain the principles of the invention. A
brief description of the drawings 1s as follows:

FI1G. 1 1s a first perspective view of a fiber access terminal
according to the present invention.

FIG. 2 1s a second perspective view of the fiber access
terminal of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s afirst side view of the fiber access terminal of FIG.

1.
FIG. 4 1s a second side view of the fiber access terminal of

FIG. 1, offset approximately ninety degrees from the side
view of FIG. 3.
FIG. 5 1s a top end view of the fiber access terminal of FIG.

1.

FIG. 6 1s a base end view of the fiber access terminal of
FIG. 1.

FIG. 7 1s a first perspective view of a terminal body of the
fiber access terminal of FIG. 1, from a base end of the terminal
body.

FI1G. 8 1s a second perspective view of the terminal body of
FIG. 7, showing more of the base of the terminal body.

FI1G. 9 1s a third perspective view of the terminal body of
FIG. 7, from a top opposite the base.

FIG. 10 1s a first side view of the terminal body of FIG. 7.

FI1G. 11 1s a second side view of the terminal body of FIG.
7, oifset approximately minety degrees from the side view of
FIG. 9.

FI1G. 12 1s a top end view of the terminal body of FIG. 7.

FIG. 13 1s a base end view of the terminal body of FIG. 7.

FIG. 14 1s a perspective view ol a second embodiment of a
fiber access terminal according to the present ivention.

FIG. 15 1s an exploded perspective view of the fiber access
terminal of FIG. 14.

FIG. 16 1s a first side view of the fiber access terminal of
FIG. 14.

FI1G. 17 1s a second side view of the fiber access terminal of
FIG. 14, ofiset approximately ninety degrees from the side

view of FIG. 16.

FIG. 18 1s a third side view of the fiber access terminal of
FIG. 14, opposite the side view of FIG. 17.

FIG. 19 15 a top end view of the fiber access terminal of
FIG. 14.

FI1G. 20 15 a base end view of the fiber access terminal of
FIG. 14.

FIG. 21 1s a first perspective view of a terminal body of the
fiber access terminal of FIG. 14.

FIG. 22 1s a second perspective view of the terminal body
of FIG. 21.

FI1G. 23 1s a first side view of the terminal body of FIG. 21.

FI1G. 24 1s a second side view of the terminal body of FIG.
21, opposite the side view of FIG. 23.

FI1G. 25 1s a perspective view of a terminal mount with the
fiber access terminal of FIG. 13 mounted.

FIG. 26 1s a front view of the terminal mount of FIG. 25.

FIG. 27 1s a front view of a third embodiment of a fiber 65
access terminal according to the present mvention, with a
fiber distribution cable entering the terminal through a base.

10

15

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

4

FI1G. 28 1s a front view of the terminal of FIG. 27, with the
cover open and the fiber distribution cable extending within
the interior of the terminal.

FIG. 29 15 a perspective view of the terminal of FIG. 28.
FIG. 30 1s a side view of the terminal of FIG. 27, offset

approximately ninety degrees from the side view of FI1G. 27,
without the fiber distribution cable.

FIG. 31 1s an end view of the base of the terminal of FIG.
30.

FIG. 32 1s an end view of a top of the terminal of FIG. 30.

FIG. 33 15 a perspective view of a back of the terminal of
FIG. 30.

FIG. 34 15 a perspective view of the side of the terminal of
FIG. 30.

FIG. 35 1s a perspective view of the front of the terminal of
FIG. 30.

FIG. 36 1s a second perspective view of the back of the
terminal of FIG. 33.

FIG. 37 1s a perspective view of a second side of the
terminal of FIG. 30.

FI1G. 38 1s a front view of the terminal of FIG. 30, with the
cover open to show the interior of the terminal.

FIG. 39 1s a side view of the terminal of FIG. 38.

FIG. 40 1s an end view of the base of the terminal of FIG.
38.

FIG. 41 1s an end view of the top of the terminal of FIG. 38.

FIG. 42 1s a front perspective view of the terminal of FIG.
38.

FIG. 43 1s a second front perspective view of the terminal
of FIG. 38.

FIG. 44 15 a side perspective view of the terminal of FIG.
38.

FIG. 45 15 a second side perspective view of the terminal of
FIG. 38.

FIG. 46 1s a back perspective view of the terminal of FIG.
38.

FIG. 47 1s a perspective view of a fourth alternative
embodiment of a fiber access terminal according to the
present invention, including pedestal mounting.

FIGS. 48 to 51 are a series of four side views of the fiber
access terminal and pedestal of FIG. 47, rotated approxi-
mately ninety degrees from each other.

FIG. 52 1s a top view of the fiber access terminal and
pedestal of FIG. 47.

FIG. 53 1s a bottom view of the fiber access terminal and
pedestal of FIG. 47.

FIG. 54 1s an exploded perspective view of the fiber access
terminal and pedestal of FI1G. 47.

FIG. 55 15 a perspective view of the fiber access terminal of
FIG. 47, removed from the pedestal.

FIG. 56 1s atop view of the fiber access terminal of FIG. 55.

FIG. 57 1s a bottom view of the fiber access terminal of FIG.
55.

FIGS. 58 to 61 are a series of four side views of the fiber
access terminal and pedestal of FIG. 535, rotated approxi-
mately ninety degrees from each other.

FIG. 62 1s an exploded perspective view of the fiber access
terminal of FIG. 55, with a multi-fiber communications cable
entering the bottom of'the fiber access terminal and individual
optical fibers directed to each of the optical fiber drop con-
nectors.

FIG. 63 1s a closer view of the multi-fiber communications
cable entering the bottom of the fiber access terminal of FIG.
62.

FIGS. 64 to 67 are a series of four side views of the fiber
access terminal of FIG. 62 with the cover removed.
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FIG. 68 1s a top view of the fiber access terminal of F1G. 62
with the cover removed.

FI1G. 69 1s a bottom view of the fiber access terminal of FIG.
62 with the cover removed.

FI1G. 70 1s a first perspective view of a fiber access terminal
housing of a fifth alternative embodiment of a fiber access
terminal according to the present invention.

FIG. 71 1s a second perspective view of the fiber access
terminal housing of FIG. 70.

FIG. 72 1s a view of an exterior back of the fiber access
terminal housing of FIG. 70.

FI1G. 73 15 a side view of the fiber access terminal housing,
of FIG. 70.

FIG. 74 1s a view of an interior front of the fiber access
terminal housing of FIG. 70.

FIG. 75 1s a cross-sectional view of the fiber access termi-
nal of FIG. 70, taken along line 75-75 of FI1G. 74.

FI1G. 76 1s a closer view of connector mounting locations of
the fiber access terminal housing of FI1G. 70.

FIG. 77 1s a base end cross-sectional view of the fiber
access terminal housing of FIG. 70, taken along line 77-77 of
FIG. 74.

FIG. 78 1s a top end view of the fiber access terminal
housing of FIG. 70, with a partial cross-sectional view taken
along line 78-78 in FI1G. 72.

FIG. 79 1s a base end view of the fiber access terminal
housing of FIG. 70 with a partial cross-sectional view taken
along line 79-79 1n FIG. 72.

FI1G. 80 1s a first perspective view of a cover for use with the
fiber access terminal housing of FIG. 70.

FIG. 81 1s a second perspective view of the cover of FIG.
80.

FI1G. 82 15 a view of an interior front of the cover of FIG. 80.

FI1G. 83 1s a side view of the cover of FIG. 80, with a partial
cross-sectional view taken along line 83-83 1n FIG. 82.

FI1G. 84 1s a view of an exterior back of the cover o FI1G. 80.

FIG. 85 1s a cross-sectional base end view of the cover of
FIG. 80, taken along line 85-85 in FI1G. 84.

FIG. 86 1s a partially exploded view of the fiber access
terminal housing of FIG. 70, with a portion of the threaded
fastener inserts exploded.

FIG. 87 1s a closer view of one end of the fiber access
terminal of FIG. 86, showing two of the threaded fastener
inserts exploded.

FIG. 88 1s a cross-sectional view of one of the threaded
fastener 1nserts positioned within an opeming of the fiber
access terminal housing of FIG. 86.

FIG. 89 1s a perspective view of the interior front of the
fiber access terminal housing of FIG. 70, with three rugge-
dized fiber connectors mounted within mounting openings of
the housing and a fourth fiber connector exploded from
another mounting opening.

FI1G. 901s a first perspective view of a cable clamp halve for
use with the fiber access housing of FIG. 70 and the cover of
FIG. 80.

FIG. 91 1s a second perspective view of the cable clamp of
FIG. 90.

FI1G. 92 15 a side view of an outer side of the cable clamp of
FIG. 90.

FI1G. 93 15 a side view of an inner side of the cable clamp of
FIG. 90.

FI1G. 94 1s an end cross-sectional view of the cable clamp of
FIG. 90, taken along line 94-94 of F1G. 92.

FIG. 95 1s an end partial cross-sectional view of the cable
clamp of FIG. 90, taken along line 95-95 of FI1G. 92.
FI1G. 96 1s a cross-sectional view of the cable clamp of FIG.

90, taken along line 96-96 of FIG. 92.
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FIG. 97 1s a closer view of an outer sheath clamping area of
the cable clamp of FIG. 93.

FIG. 98 1s a closer view of the outer sheath clamping area
of the cable clamp of FIG. 96.

FIG. 99 15 a closer view of a cable routing channel of the
cable clamp of FIG. 95.

FIG. 100 1s a perspective view of a cable routing and
management insert for use with the fiber access housing of
FIG. 70 and the cover of FIG. 80.

FIG. 101 1s a first side of the cable routing and management
insert of FI1G. 100.

FIG. 102 15 an edge view of the cable routing and manage-
ment 1nsert of FI1G. 100.

FIG. 103 1s a first perspective view of a fiber access termi-
nal housing of a sixth alternative embodiment of a fiber access
terminal according to the present invention.

FIG. 104 15 a second perspective view of the fiber access
terminal housing of FIG. 103.

FIG. 105 1s a view of an exterior back of the fiber access
terminal housing of FIG. 103.

FIG. 106 1s a side view of the fiber access terminal housing,
of FIG. 103.

FIG. 107 1s a view of an interior front of the fiber access
terminal housing of FIG. 103.

FIG. 108 15 a cross-sectional view of the fiber access ter-
minal of FIG. 103, taken along line 108-108 of FIG. 107.

FIG. 109 1s a closer perspective view ol connector mount-
ing locations of the fiber access terminal housing of FIG. 103.

FIG. 110 15 a base end view of the fiber access terminal
housing of FIG. 103.

FIG. 111 1s a top end view of the fiber access terminal
housing of FI1G. 103, with a partial cross-sectional view taken
along line 111-111 1n FIG. 105.

FIG. 112 1s a base end view of the fiber access terminal
housing of F1G. 103, with a partial cross-sectional view taken
along line 112-112 1n FIG. 105.

FIG. 113 1s a first perspective view of a cover for use with
the fiber access terminal housing of FIG. 103.

FIG. 114 1s a second perspective view of the cover of FIG.
113.

FIG. 115 1s a view of an interior front of the cover of FIG.
113.

FIG. 116 1s a side view of the cover of FIG. 113, with a
partial cross-sectional view taken along line 116-116 1n FIG.
115.

FIG. 117 1s a view of an exterior back of the cover of FIG.
113.

FIG. 118 1s a cross-sectional base end view of the cover of
FIG. 113, taken along line 118-118 1n FIG. 117.

FIG. 119 1s a 1s a perspective view of a cable routing and
management insert for use with the fiber access housing of
FIG. 103 and the cover of FIG. 113.

FIG. 120 1s a first side of the cable routing and management
insert of FIG. 119.

FIG. 121 1s an edge view of the cable routing and manage-
ment 1nsert of FI1G. 119.

FIG. 122 1s a base end view of the cable routing and
management nsert of FIG. 119.

FIG. 123 1s a perspective view of the cable routing and
management mnsert of FIG. 119, with a multi-fiber fiber optic
cable partially installed and routed about the 1nsert.

FIG. 124 1s a closer view of a top end of the cable routing
and management nsert of FIG. 123, with a cable fanout
mounted to the sert.

FIG. 125 15 a first perspective view of a fiber access termi-
nal housing of a seventh alternative embodiment of a fiber
access terminal according to the present invention.
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FIG. 126 15 a second perspective view of the fiber access
terminal housing of FIG. 125.

FIG. 127 1s a view of an exterior back of the fiber access
terminal housing of FIG. 125.

FI1G. 128 15 a side view of the fiber access terminal housing
of FIG. 125.

FIG. 129 1s a view of an interior front of the fiber access
terminal housing of FIG. 125.

FIG. 130 1s a cross-sectional view of the fiber access ter-
minal of FIG. 125, taken along line 130-130 of FIG. 129.

FIG. 131 1s a closer perspective view of connector mount-
ing locations of the fiber access terminal housing of FI1G. 125.

FIG. 132 1s a base end view of the fiber access terminal
housing of FIG. 125.

FIG. 133 1s a top end view of the fiber access terminal
housing of FI1G. 125, with a partial cross-sectional view taken
along line 133-133 1n FIG. 127.

FIG. 134 1s a base end view of the fiber access terminal
housing of FI1G. 125, with a partial cross-sectional view taken
along line 134-134 1n FIG. 127.

FI1G. 1335 15 a first perspective view of a cover for use with
the fiber access terminal housing of FIG. 125.

FIG. 136 1s a second perspective view of the cover of FIG.
135.

FI1G. 137 1s a view of an exterior back of the cover of FIG.
135.

FIG. 138 15 a view of an mterior front of the cover of FIG.
135.

FI1G. 139 15 a side view of the cover of FIG. 133.

FI1G. 140 1s base end view of the cover of FIG. 135.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made 1n detail to exemplary aspects
of the present invention which are 1llustrated 1n the accom-
panying drawings. Wherever possible, the same reference
numbers will be used throughout the drawings to refer to the
same or like parts.

FIGS. 1 to 4 show a fiber access terminal 100 for mounting,
to a fiber distribution cable. Terminal 100 includes a cover
102 and a housing 104. Housing 104 includes a central dis-
tribution cable entry fitting 106 and a plurality of fiber optic
connectors 108 extending through housing 104. Cover 102
includes a top end 110 with a tab 112. Tab 112 1s configured
to permit a pull-through rope, cable or wire to be attached to
terminal 100 for pulling terminal 100 through a conduit. An
opening 114 1n tab 112 1s provided for attaching the pull
through. As shown, terminal 100 1s configured to receive a
single fiber distribution cable and connect to up to eight fiber
drop cables. These cables would extend to housing 104 of
terminal 100, accessible through an open bottom end 116 of
cover 102.

Cover 102 includes a pair of fastener openings 118 posi-
tioned adjacent bottom end 116 extending through a cylindri-
cal side wall 120. Openings 118 receive fasteners to releas-
ably hold cover 102 about base 104 while allowing access mnto
an interior of terminal 100. FIG. § shows top end 110 of
terminal 100 with tab 112 centrally positioned. FIG. 6 shows
housing 104 positioned within cover 102 with distribution
cable fitting 106 centrally located and fiber optic cable con-
nectors 108 evenly spaced about housing 104 around {fitting,
106.

Referring now to FIGS. 7 to 13, housing 104 includes a
base 122 through which fitting 106 and cable connectors 108
extend. Each of the cable connectors 108 includes a first or
inner end 138 and a second or outer end 136 and extends
through a connector opening 1n base 122 (connector openings
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are not visible as they are occluded by connectors 108). Both
ends 136 and 138 are configured to recerve and mate with a
fiber optic cable connector. Fitting 106 defines an opening
144 also extending through base 122 of base 104 so that a fiber
distribution cable may pass through base 122 into an interior
of defined about an inner structure 124 of terminal 100 by
cover 102. Inner structure 124 includes a top end 126 which 1s
positioned within cover 102 adjacent top end 110. About base
122 1s a circumierential wall 128 sized to fit within cover 102
and {it closely with an 1nner wall of cover 102 adjacent bottom
end 116. Atleast one seal, such as O-rings 130, are positioned
about base 104 to provide a weather-tight seal between cover
102 and base 104.

Extending through circumierential wall 128 1s a pair of
openings 134 for receiving fasteners extending through open-
ings 118 of cover 102. Openings 134 are formed through a
pair of fastener bosses 132, providing additional material for
the fasteners to extend within. On a bulkhead 146 of inner
structure 124 between base 122 and top 126 are plurality of
cable routing guides 140 to provide cable slack storage and
bend radius protection to fiber optic cables extending into and
within terminal 100. An outer wall 142 extends about bulk-
head 146 to help retain cables within cable guides 140 and
prevent pinching or other damages to cables when cover 102
1s positioned about base 104. As shown, inner structure 124 1s
a two-sided structure with similar arrangements of cable
guides 140 and outer wall 142 on either side. A plurality of
openings 148 extend between the opposing sides of inner
structure 124 and a plurality of cable tabs 150 of cable guides
140 are positioned adjacent each of the openings 148. Cables
passing about cable guides 140 on one side of 1nner structure
124 may pass through one of the opemings 148 to pass about
one of the cable guides 140 of the other side and then be
directed to one of the mner ends 138 of connectors 108. Tabs
150 are provided to hold cables about cable guides 140. Tabs
150 and openings 148 are shown positioned adjacent each
other but other configurations are also anticipated.

Inner structure may also include a distribution cable tie-oit
or strain relief fixture adjacent fitting 106 so that the fiber
distribution cable extending through opening 144 may be
securely held within terminal 100.

Terminal 100 1s expected to be pulled through a buried
conduit and mounted 1n a field enclosure adjacent a custom-
er’s home or business. Such a field housing may not provide
a weather-tight seal or may be subject to damage allowing
entry ol contaminants. Fiber optic connectors 108 are antici-
pated to be environmentally hardened connectors, permitting
connection of fiber optic drop cables to connect to customer
equipment but providing protection to the connector and con-
nection at fiber access terminal 100. Terminal 100 1s config-
ured to be mounted vertically within such a field housing with
top 110 of cover 102 up. The fiber distribution cable would
extend out of housing 104 downward and any customer ser-
vice drop cables connected to connectors 108 would also
extend generally downward alongside the distribution cable.
Such a configuration provides increased protection of the
connectors 108 and any connections between connectors 108
and the customer service drop cables.

Referring now to FIGS. 14 to 20, a second embodiment 200
of a fiber access terminal according to the present invention 1s
shown. As shown 1n FIGS. 14 and 15, terminal 200 includes
a cover 202 and a housing 204 having a top end 226. A
plurality of fasteners 231 extend through a plurality of open-
ings 234 1n cover 202 and are received within fastener bosses
232 of housing 204 to releasably hold cover 202 to housing
204. Extending through a base 222 of housing 204 1s a fiber

distribution cable fitting 106 to permit passage of a fiber
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distribution cable through housing 204 into an interior 203 of
terminal 200. A plurality of fiber optic connectors 108 are
positioned adjacent cable fitting 106 adjacent base 222.

Connectors 108 include inner ends 138 and outer ends 136.
As shown, within each connector 108 1s a fiber optic adapter
236. Positioned within each of mnner ends 138 in fiber optic
adapter 236 1s a cable connector 238. The fiber optic distri-
bution cable entering interior 203 through fitting 106 may be
a multistrand cable and each of the individual optical fibers
may be broken out of the distribution cable within interior
203. These individual optical fibers may be routed within
interior 203 about a cable guide 240 positioned adjacent top
end 226 and may be terminated by cable connector 238. Such
break-outs and terminations are well known 1n the telecom-
munications industry.

Cable guide 240 may include one or more tabs 250 to aid in
keeping optical fiber cables within interior 203 1n the desired
position to slack storage and bend radius protection. A wall
242 extends around housing 204 and includes an upper edge
229. Upper edge 229 i1s preferably defines a plane so that
cover 202 can mate closely with housing 204. A seal such as
a gasket 230 (not shown 1n the FIGS.) may be positioned
between upper edge 229 and cover 202 to aid 1n forming a
weathertight seal for interior 203.

Referring to FIG. 20, fitting 106 includes opening 144
extending through base 222 into interior 203 to permit entry
of the fiber distribution cable. In FIG. 20, four of the eight
connectors 108 are visible and are arranged 1n a semicircle
about fitting 106. These four connectors 108 are mounted
through mounting surfaces 258 positioned about base 222.
Outer end 136 of each of the visible connectors 108 1s angled
radially with respect to opening 144 and fitting 106. This
angling of those connectors 108 closest to fitting 106 can be
seen 1n FIGS. 21 to 24, and aids in access to the outer ends 136
for connecting fiber optic drop cables to provide a service
connection between a customer and the fiber distribution
cable.

As can be seen 1n FIGS. 21 to 24, the other four connectors
108 are similarly arranged 1n a semi-circle and are angled
outward, although they are positioned between base 222 and
top end 226. A narrowed waist area 260 1s provided 1n hsouing,
204 so that these second set of four connectors may be posi-
tioned as desired and not increase the overall width of termi-
nal 200. Similarly to terminal 100, terminal 200 1s configured
to be passed through a buried conduit to extend fiber optic
connectivity between a fiber distribution terminal and a fiber
access terminal. As many of these conduits are limited 1n
diameter, 1t 1s desirable that housing 204 provide an arrange-
ment of connectors 108 that improves access for connecting,
drop cables while not unduly increasing the overall width of
terminal 200. Waist area 260 provides mounting surfaces 262
for the set of four connectors 108 offset from base 222 and
insets these four connectors 108 to approximately the same
width as the four connectors 108 mounted to surfaces 2358.

All of the eight connectors 108 permit connection of drop
cables for connecting to a customer which are generally from
the same direction as the fiber distribution cable entering
interior 203 through fitting 106 and opening 144. FIGS. 25
and 26 illustrate the mounting of terminal 200 within a ter-
minal mount 270 extending upward from a mounting base
272 to a top 280. Terminal 200 1s mounted to an 1nner bulk-
head 271 to which are also mounted a plurality of cable
routing guides 274 to provide for bend radius protection and
cable slack storage which may be used for a multi-fiber fiber
distribution cable 276 or a plurality of customer drop cables
278. By mounting terminal 200 as shown in FIGS. 25 and 26,
fitting 106 and connectors 108 are positioned downward to
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prevent contaminants from falling in. By directing all cables
276 and 278 to terminal 200 from the same direction, that 1s,
from beneath toward base 222, cable management within
terminal mount 270 may be simplified. It 1s anticipated that
terminal mount 270 could be adapted and configured for use
with terminal 100, described above, as well as with the alter-
native embodiments of fiber access terminals described
below.

FIGS. 27 to 29 illustrate a third alternative embodiment
300 of a fiber access terminal according to the present inven-
tion, with a fiber distribution cable 276 extending through
fitting 106 1n a base 322. Terminal 300 includes a cover 302
and a housing 304 defining an interior 303 when closed about
a hinge 316, as shown 1n FIG. 27. As shown 1n FIGS. 28 and
29, cover 302 has been rotated about hinge 316 to expose
interior 303. A catch 317 may be included along a side oppo-
site hinge 316 to releasably hold cover 302 to housing 304
about mterior 303. Mounted within interior 303 on cover 302
are several cable guides 340 for providing bend radius pro-
tection and cable slack storage, and a cable splice holder 308.
Mounted within interior 303 on housing 304 1s a cable tie-off
or strain relief 306 to receive and anchor fiber distribution
cable 276. Cable 276 1s a multi-strand cable broken out into
individual optical fiber cables 310 which are routed about
cable guides 340 and are terminated with cable connectors
238 and connected to 1inner ends 138 of connectors 108.

It 1s anticipated that cable 276 may have more optic fibers
than connectors 108 of terminal 300. These additional fibers
may or may not pre-terminated and may be broken out and
kept available within interior 303. These additional fibers
would then be available to use as a replacement connection
should one of the other fiber cables 310 or cable connectors
238 be damaged. If these additional fibers are not pre-termi-
nated with connectors 238, they can be field spliced to a
connector 238. Splice block 308 1s provided within interior
303 to hold and protect such splices if they are needed.

At a top end 326 of terminal 30 may be formed a tab 312
with an opeming 314. Tab 312 is similar to tab 112, described
above, and provides a tie-oif for attaching a line to pull
terminal 300 through a buried conduit from a fiber distribu-
tion terminal to a fiber access terminal mount similar to mount
270, shown above. Referring now also to FIG. 30, housing
304 includes a plurality of mounting faces 358, 359, 362 and
363, for mounting connectors 108. Between the mounting
faces are narrowed waist areas 360 which serve a similar role
to waist area 260, described above. Connectors 108 are
angled out with respect to fitting 106 but are similarly con-
figured to terminal 200, pointed down to recerve cables 278.

Referring now FIGS. 31 and 32, the two connectors 108
nearest base 322 occlude the remaining six connectors 108,
when viewed from base end 322, while the two connectors
108 closest to top end 326 occlude the remaining connectors
108 when viewed from top end 326. Mounting surfaces 338,
359, 362 and 363 cooperate with waist areas 360 to ensure
that outer ends 136 of connectors 108 may be angled out and
accessible along housing 304 while not unduly increasing the
s1ze of terminal 300. FIGS. 33 to 37 provide additional views
of terminal 300 with cover 302 and housing 304 closed about
interior 303. FIGS. 38 to 46 provide additional views of
terminal 300 with cover 302 hinged open about hinge 316.
Referring to FIG. 42, cover 302 may include a recess 338
about an mnner edge and housing 304 includes a upper edge
339. Recess 338 and edge 339 cooperate to create a seal
between cover 302 and housing 304 when terminal 300 1s
closed about interior 303. A seal such as an o-ring or a gasket
may be positioned within recess 338 to improve the seal.
Referring to FIGS. 43 and 44, a pair of cable retainers 380
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may be provided along an inner wall 382 of housing 304 to
releasably hold cables 310 which might be included within
distribution cable 276 but not initially connected to one of the
connectors 108. Alternatively, cable retainers 380 might be
used to aid 1n the routing of cables 310 which are connected
with one of the connectors 108, as desired or required by a
particular installation.

FI1G. 47 1llustrates a fourth alternative embodiment fiber
access terminal and pedestal unit 402, including a fiber access
terminal 400 and a pedestal assembly 404. Terminal and
pedestal unit 402 also includes a stake 406 and a pair of lower
access door pairs 408. Stake 406 allows unit 402 to be used as
a pedestal for mounting fiber access terminal 400 adjacent to
the customer locations without the need for a separate pedes-
tal assembly. Terminals 100, 200 and 300, shown above, are
configured to be mounted within a separate pedestal structure,
as shown 1 FIG. 25, although they may also be configured
similar to unit 402 to provide a common fiber access terminal
and pedestal mounting unit. Lower access door pairs 408
allow terminal 400 to be mounted above ground level for
environmental protection, and still protect the fiber distribu-
tion and customer drop cables that may be connected to
terminal 400.

FIGS. 48 to 54 show additional views of terminal and
pedestal unit 402. Access door pairs 408 are held to a pair of
internal support channels 410 and 412 by fasteners 414 which
include security features to deter unauthorized access to unit
402 and terminal 400. As shown, the security feature 1s a can
washer 416 positioned about each threaded fastener 414
which prevents use of standard wrenches or sockets to remove
the fasteners. Each access door pair may preferably include a
pair of 1dentical doors 418, although non-identical doors may
also be used. An upper portion of stake 406 extends above the
ground when stake 406 1s positioned in the field. A pair of
fasteners 420 extend through upper portion 422 to mount
internal support channel 412 to stake 406.

In use, terminal 400 might be preconfigured to terminate a
fiber distribution cable, as described above with regard to
terminals 100, 200 and 300. The distribution cable would be
extended from a fiber distribution terminal or pedestal to a
position adjacent one or more current or future customer
locations. Typically the distribution cable would be trenched
and buried but other arrangements may also be used. At the
desired position, stake 406 may be driven into the ground to a
depth required to protect against frost heave or environmen-
tally caused movement, accidental movement or deliberate
vandalism. The lowest mounted access door pair 408 would
preferably be 1n contact or have its lower edge recessed
beneath ground level.

To connect a customer to terminal 400, a pre-terminated
and connectorized customer drop cable would be extended to
a customer premises and trenched to a point adjacent unit 402.
One or both of the access door pairs may be removed to
provide access to terminal 400. From the trench, the drop
cable would be extended to the base of terminal 400 and the
connector ol the cable mated with one of the connectors 1n the
base of terminal 400. This will optically connect the customer
drop cable with one of a plurality of fiber strands of the fiber
distribution cable, providing fiber optic connectivity to the
customer. The access door pairs would then be reinstalled to
unit 402 about the fiber distribution cable and any customer
drop cables to protect the cables and the connectors 1n the
base of terminal 400.

Referring now to FI1G. 53, on a base 432 of terminal 400 are
a plurality of fiber optic cable connectors 424 which termi-
nate fiber optic drop cables 428, and a distribution cable entry
fixture 426 through which a distribution cable 427 extends.
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Connectors 424 and drop cables 428 are part of customer drop
cables to permit connection of customer premises equipment
to optical fiber within distribution cable 427. Connectors 424
are shown as Corning Optitap connectors. It 1s anticipated
that other types and styles of drop cable connectors may be
used which provide some degree of environmental sealing.

FIGS. 55 to 62 show terminal 400 including a cover 434
mounted to base 432 and held 1n place by fasteners 431
extending through openings 452 (see FI1G. 62) 1n cover 434
and recerved within openings 438 in base 432. Alignment pins
430 are also included 1n base 432 and are received within slots

450 1n cover 434. A pair of brackets 436 extend from base 432
to be attached to an upper end of channels 410 and 412. The
connection of channels 410 and 412 to base 432 ties pedestal
assembly 404 to terminal 400 to form unit 402.

Referring now to FIG. 62, mounted atop base 432 and
extending within cover 434 1s an 1inner structure 454 including
a cable slack storage spool 444 extending from both sides of

structure 454. A cable fanout 440 1s mounted to 1nner struc-
ture 454 adjacent cable entry fixture 426. Distribution cable
427 includes a plurality of optical fibers. Once distribution
cable 427 has passed through cable entry fixture 426, a cable
clamp 442 1s provided to tie off cable 427 and any linear
strength members 1included 1n cable 427 to iner structure
4354 . Within distribution cable 427 are a plurality of individual
optical fiber cables 456 which are separated out from distri-
bution cable 427 within fanout 440. Each spool 444 1s sized to
provide bend radius protection to optical fiber cables 456
extending to each of a plurality of inner connector fittings
438. Connectors 424 of drop cables 428 attach to an outer end
of mner connector fittings 438 to optical connect to optical
fiber cables 456 fanned out from distribution cable 427. A
plurality of cable guides 446 are positioned about each spool
to help retain cables 456 about spools 444.

A pass-through opening 448 1s positioned 1n 1nner structure
454 above fanout 440 to permit optical fiber cables 456 to be
directed to eirther spool 444 on either side of inner structure
454. This permits cables 456 to be directed to the side of inner
structure 454 most appropriate based on the particular inner
connector fitting 438 to which the cable 456 will attach. Cable
entry fitting 426 1s a compression fitting configured to {it
closely about cable 426 and seal against entry water or other
contaminants through base 432 when cover 434 1s in place.

Referring now to FIG. 63, a pair of O-rings 468 are posi-
tioned about base 432 to engage a lower edge of cover 434 and
provide an environmental seal about the junction between
base 432 and cover 434. Cable clamp 442 mates with a cable
clamp {itting on inner structure 4354 about distribution cable
427 below fanout 440. Screws 443 extend through cable
clamp 442 and are received within openings 462 1n clamp
fitting 460. Within each nner connector fitting 438 1s a fiber
optic adapter 439. While not shown in FIG. 63, each of the
fiber optic cables 456 would preferably be terminated by a
fiber optic connector. The fiber optic connectors terminating
cach of the cables 456 would be recerved within the inner end
ol adapter 439 and positioned to be optically connected with
a customer drop cable 428 of a connector 424 when connector
424 1s connected to mner connector fitting 438. Cable entry
opening 464 through base 432 for cable 427 1s sized to recerve
and be closed ofl by cable entry fitting 426.

FIGS. 64 to 69 illustrate additional views of terminal 400
with cover 434 removed. An open portion of inner structure
454 1s provided above base 432 opposite the location of
fanout 440 to permit passage of cables 456 from spools 444
on erther side of inner structure 434 to any of the adapters 439
on terminal 400.
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It 1s anticipated that terminals 100, 200, 300 and 400 could
be configured with fewer connectors 108 similarly positioned
within respect to the respective top ends and bases of the
terminals. Terminal 300 could be configured with fewer
mounting surfaces i1 six or fewer connectors 108 are desired.
Alternatively, any of the terminals could be configured with
openings or mounting surfaces for the number of connectors
shown 1n the FIGS., above, but without the full number of
connectors 108 mounted, so that additional connectors 108
could be added 1n the field as needed for a particular instal-
lation. Terminal 100 could be configured with connectors 108
angled outward with respect to fitting 106. It fiber distribution
cable 276 has the same number of fibers as there are connec-
tors 108 1n any of the terminals 100, 200 or 300, a splice
holder such as splice holder 308 may not be included in that
terminal. However, 1t 1s also anticipated that a splice holder
can be included within any of the terminals 100, 200 or 300.
Tie-off or strain relief 306 of terminal 300 could be included
in either of terminals 100 or 200.

Referring now to FIGS. 70 to 102, components of a {ifth
embodiment 500 of a fiber access terminal according to the
present invention are shown, including a housing 502 and a
mating cover 505. Cover 505 and housing 502 may be
assembled to form an enclosure of terminal 500 which 1s
similar to terminal 300, with certain differences as may be
described below. It 1s anticipated that certain features of ter-
minal 300 may be incorporated into terminal 500 and vice
versa.

Referring now to FIGS. 70 to 79 and 89, housing 502 of
terminal 500 includes a plurality of angled mounting projec-
tions 504 each having an opening 506 for receving a rugge-
dized optical fiber cable connection 508. As shown in F1G. 89,
connections 508 are Corning Cable Systems OptiTap Con-
nector, which includes an adapter for mating two terminated
optical fibers. Other ruggedized or environmentally sealed
optical fiber connection systems may also be used with the
present invention. Housing 502 includes a top 510 and a base
512, and at top 512 1s a pull-through tab 514 with an opening
516 to attaching a pull-through line. As noted above, 1t 1s
anticipated that terminal 500 might be pre-mounted to a fiber
distribution cable such as cable 276 and pulled through a
conduit to a point where desired for connection to a customer
drop cable. At base 512, a cable entry opening 528 1s flanked
by a pair of fastener openings 530 for mounting a cable clamp,
such as shown in FIGS. 90 to 99, below. Fastener openings
530 are 1n a pair of lower tabs 331 of base end 512 which are
positioned generally centered with the desired cable entry
path through cable entry opening 528.

Housing 502 includes an interior side 518 which will form
a portion of an interior 503 when joined up with mating cover
505 shown 1n FIGS. 80 to 85, below. About a perimeter of
interior side 518 1s a recess 520 for recerving a tlat gasket 522
(shown 1n FI1G. 89). It 1s desirable that terminal 500 be con-
figured to withstand weather extremes and environmental
exposure that may occur from being mounted below ground
level or in a damp environment. The use of flat gasket 522 may
provide improved resistance to water or other contaminant
intrusion that might be caused by exposure to multiple freeze-
thaw cycles. A plurality of fastener opemings 524 are posi-
tioned about the same perimeter extending through gasket
522. Fasteners such as screws may be extended through open-
ings 524 to secure a cover to housing 502. Adjacent each
opening 524 are a pair of spacers 326 to set the desired
maximum compression ol gasket 522 and prevent over tight-
ening which may compromise the integrity of the seal. It 1s
anticipated that gasket 522 will extend across cable entry
opening 528 and provide a seal against a plug or insert which
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1s positioned about an entering fiber distribution cable, such
as cable 276, above. This plug 1s shown in FIG. 123, below.

On an exterior side 532 of housing 502, mounting projec-
tions 504 extend at an angle, as shown by the angling of
mounting axes 536 with regard to a longitudinal axis 338 of
housing 502. Each pair of adjacent mounting locations 504
defines a mounting face 333 which 1s angled toward base end
512. A narrow waisted area 334 1s defined between the lon-
gitudinally separated pair of mounted projections 504. As can
be seen from the base view of housing 502 1n FI1G. 77, angling
of mounting projections 504 allows each successive row of
projections 504 to be hidden behind the adjacent rows. As
shown 1n the FIGS. below, different alternative embodiments
of fiber access terminals similar to terminal 500 may be
configured with more mounting projections without increas-
ing the base area of the terminal.

Referring now to FIGS. 74 and 75, a recess 540 within
cable entry opening 528 includes an outer lip 542 and an inner
lip 544. The lips cooperate with a plug or insert 541 (shown 1n
FIG. 123, below) to provide a environmental seal within
opening 528 and cooperate with gasket 522 to complete the
seal between cover 505 and housing 502. Referring now to
FIGS. 71, 74, 75, and 77 to 79, a generally continuous outer
wall 546 define an outer limit of gasket recess 520 and a
plurality of spaced apart inner wall segments 548 cooperate to
define an 1nner limit of gasket recess 520.

Retferring now to FIGS. 80 to 85, cover 505 includes an
interior side 350, an exterior side 552, a top 556 and a base
5358. A plurality of fastener openings 554 are positioned about
a perimeter of cover 503 to correspond with fastener openings
524 of housing 502. Interior side 552 cooperates with interior
side 518 of housing 502 to form 1nterior 5303 when cover 505
1s mounted to housing 502. Also along the perimeter of cover
503, on interior side 352 1s a gasket seal surface 560 which
corresponds to the location of gasket recess 5320 of housing
502. On gasket surface 560 are a pair of ridges or gasket seals,
an mner ridge 562 and an outer ridge 564. These ridges join to
form a fastener seal 566 about each fastener opening 554.
Within fastener seal 566 are a pair of recesses 568 which are
s1zed to receive spacers 526 and provide a surtace for spacers
526 to bottom out against. The engagement of recesses 568
and spacers 3526 set the appropriate amount of compression of
gasket 522. The engagement also sets the appropriate amount
of deformation of gasket 522 by ridges 562 and 564. This set
amount ol deformation provides an enhanced seal against
intrusion of water or other contaminants between cover 505
and housing 502.

Referring now to FIGS. 86 to 88, a threaded 1nsert 570 may
be used to reinforce openings 524 of housing 502 to provide
enhanced strength and durability. It 1s anticipated that hous-
ing 302 may be constructed of a molded and/or machined
polymeric material for reasons of economy and materials
properties. Such materials may not be well suited for forming
and maintaining sharp edges such as are needed to recetve and
secure removable fasteners such as screws within openings
524. Threaded mserts 370 may be made of a metallic or other
durable matenal and 1nserted within openings 524 to provide
a sharper and more durable thread 574 to engage a screw
inserted through opening 524 from opening 554 of cover 505.
A knurled surface 572 may be provided along an exterior of
cach 1nserted 570 to aid 1n retention of 1nserts 570 within an
enlarged or countersunk portion 580 or opening 3524. Inserts
570 may have a shoulder 576 which engages a mating shoul-
der 578 at the base of enlarged portion 580 within opening
524. Engaging insert 570 with a screw extending from one of
openings 554 of cover 505 and tightening will tend to draw
insert 570 deeper within enlarged portion 580 until shoulders
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576 and 578 engage, preventing deeper insertion of insert
570. The screw can then be torqued sutficiently bring spacers
526 1nto engagement with recesses 568 and set the desired
degree of compression and deformation of gasket 522.

FI1G. 89 1llustrates housing 502 with three ruggedized con-
nections 308 positioned within openings 506 and extending
from 1nterior side 518 through to exterior side 532. A fourth
connection 508 1s shown exploded from 1ts position within
the remaiming opening 506. Connections 308 are composed
of a plurality of components and permit closing off and seal-
ing of openings 506 from environmental and contaminant
intrusion. Among these components are an inner seal 307 and
an outer o-ring 509. An outer body assembly 582 includes a
threaded portion 584 about which 1s positioned outer seal
509. Threaded portion 584 1s 1nserted through opening 506
and 1s engaged by inner seal 507 and a threaded ring 586.
Threaded ring 586 1s used to draw outer body assembly 582
firmly within opening 506 so that outer seal 509 engages
exterior side 532 and 1inner seal engages interior side 318. An
adapter 588 1s included within outer body assembly 582 and
1s accessible from 1nterior side 518 to be engaged by 1nterior
fiber connector 592. When interior connector 592 1s used to
terminate an optical fiber cable, such as a fiber 10, within
interior 503 of terminal 500, adapter 588 positions the optical
fiber for optical connection with a fiber held by a connector
configured mate with an outer opposite end of adapter 588
and outer body assembly 582. Alternatively, as shown, an
outer seal cap 590 can be positioned 1n the outer opposite end
of outer body assembly 582 to seal adapter 588 from external
environmental 1ntrusion. Gasket 522 i1s 1n place in gasket
recess 520 and includes openings 594 about each fastener

opening 324 to accommodate spacers 526.
FIGS. 90 to 99 illustrate a cable clamp half 600 for use with

terminal 500. As shown 1n FIGS. 70 to 75, lowers tab 531 1s
positioned on either side of cable entry opening 328. A pair of
cable clamp halves 600 are placed about fiber distribution
cable 276 on base end 512. Each cable clamp half includes a
body 602 and an extension 604 extending {from one end of the
body. Two pairs of fastener openings 606 and 607 extend
through body 602. On an end of body 602 opposite extension
604 are recesses 608 which are sized and shaped to receive a
corner of tabs 531 adjacent cable entry opening 528. A fas-
tener positioned through one of the opemings 607 will also
extend through opening 330 of tab 531 and then into opening
607 of the second cable clamp half 600. This will secure cable
clamp halves 600 to tabs 531 and thus to housing 502 and to
terminal 500. One of each pair of openings 606 and 607
includes a hex-shaped recess on an outer surface 620. When
assembled about cable 276, an inner face 622 of each cable
clamp haltf 600 will rest against the inner face 622 of the other
half 600.

Extension 604 includes a collar 612 and a pair of halves
600 may define a generally continuous collar. Collar 612 may
be used to attached strain relief boots or other similar devices
about cable 276 passing through a cable recess 614 formed 1n
inner face 622. Cable recess 614 includes a first section 616
which may sized to fit about a fiber distribution cable but not
fit too closely and provide a transition for the cable into a
second section 618. Within second section 618 are a plurality
of ribs 624 which extend into opening 614. Ribs 624 may
cooperate to form a pair of first linear channel portions 626 on
either side of a main channel portion 628. Portions 626 are
s1zed to fit closely about linear strength members which may
extend along one or both sides of cable 276. Portion 628 is
s1zed to fit closely about a central tube of cable 276 where the
fibers are carried. Passage through cablerecesses 614 of apair
of cable clamp halves 600 attached to terminal 500 correctly
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positions cable 276 for entry into opening 528 and into inte-
rior 503. The closeness of fit of the shapes of portions 626 and
628 about cable 276 may also provide cable securing or
tie-ofl to terminal 500, although 1t 1s anticipated that other
cable clamping or tie-off elements may be provided 1n termi-

nal 500.

Referring now to FIGS. 100 to 102, a cable routing and
management msert 700 for positioning within interior side
518 of housing 502, the insert including a top end 702 and a
base end 704. A pair of side wall 706 and 708 extend from one
side of a base frame 710 to define a cable routing side 712,
with an opposite side 714 of frame 710 including structure for
receiving distribution cable 276 and directing the fibers 10
within that cable to routing side 712. Cable recerving side 714
includes a pair of brackets 716 for holding a cable mounted
device, such as fanout or a splitter mounted to the end of cable
276. From there fibers within cable 276 are separated from
cach other and directed 1nto an upper portion 718 of side 714

where the fibers are directed to adjacent one of side 706 or 708
and routed through fiber pass-throughs 720 from side 714 to

side 712 as the fibers extend toward top end 702.

Once on side 712, fibers are routed through an upper por-
tion 722 of cable routing structures of side 712 and redirected
toward base end 704. The fibers may then be directed within
a cable routing and slack storage path 724 of side 712 adjacent
top end 702 defined within upper portion 722 between an
inner wall 726 and outer containment structures 728. As the
fibers extend within path 724 toward base end 704, path 724
becomes defined between side walls 706 and 708, and inner
walls 730 and 732, respectively. Retention tabs 734 posi-
tioned about path 724 aid the retention of fibers within path
724 between tabs 734 and frame 710.

Outside of upper portion 722, a central wall 740 extends
from frame 710 on side 712, dividing a lower portion 742 into
two cavities, 736 and 738, which correspond to the number of
rows ol openings 506 1n housing 502. Central wall 740 may
also provided structural rigidity or strength to insert 700 to
resist deflection. Within each cavity 736 and 738, are open-
ings 744, corresponding in position to the location of connec-
tions S08. Fibers may pass from cable path 724 into one of
openings 744 so that a connector mounted to the end of such
fiber may be connected to connection 508 accessible through
the opening 744. Fibers may pass about a circular path of
upper portion 718 of side 714 or about cable path 724 of side
712 multiple times as necessary for the amount of excess
length of slack in the fiber between fiber distribution cable
276 and the particular connection 508.

Referring now to FIGS. 103 to 112, a housing 802 of a

seventh alternative embodiment 800 of a fiber access terminal
according to the present invention 1s shown. Terminal 800 1s
similar 1n most respects to terminal 300 except that terminal
800 accommodates up to eight connections 508 1n eight open-
ings 506 1n angled mounting locations 504. Aside from the
length of housing 802 required to accommodate two addi-
tional pairs of mounting locations 504 and openings 506,
housing 504 1s generally the same as housing 502. Each of the
pairs of mounting locations 504 define a mounting face 533
angled toward base end 512 with narrow waisted arcas 534
between each of the mounting faces 534 and the next adjacent
pair of mounting locations 504.

As 1s shown 1n FIGS. 109 and 110, mounting openings 506
include a pair of opposing flats 804 with one of the flats 804
including a key 806. Flats 804 and key 806 correspond to
mating features of threaded portion 584 of connection 508 to
correctly orient connection 508 within opening 506 and pre-
vent connection 508 from twisting within opening 506. Simi-




US RE43,762 E

17

lar features within opening 506 are shown in FIGS. 70 to 79,
above, as well as in FIGS. 125 to 134, below.

Referring now to FIGS. 113 to 118, a mating cover 805 for
jo1mng with housing 802 to form an enclosure for fiber access
terminal 800 1s shown. Cover 805 1s similarly configured to
cover 505 except for being longer to accommodate the added
length of housing 802 as compared to housing 502. Other than
length, the remaining elements of cover 805 are essentially
the same as cover 505.

FIGS. 119 to 122 illustrate a cable routing and manage-
ment imsert 750 for use with housing 802 and cover 805. Insert
750 1s similarly configured to msert 700, with the modifica-
tion that 1t 1s elongated to fit within the longer housing 802
and to provide four additional openings 744 to permit fibers to
extend to and connect with the four additional connections
508. FIG. 119 shows cable recerving side 714 1s greater detail,
which includes a device recerving area between brackets 716
for recerving the splitter, fanout or other device at the end of
fiber distribution cable 276. A pair of outer walls 765 begin
adjacent device recerving area 717 and are positioned toward
top end 702 with respect to device recerving area 717. Outer
walls 763 direct fibers from the device into upper portion 718
of side 714 and 1nto a cable path 766 defined between outer
walls 765 and a plurality of outer wall segments 767 and an
inner wall 769. Pass-throughs 720 provide for fibers to be
passed from path 766 on side 714 into path 724 on side 712.

As shown 1n FIG. 121, cable routing side 712 1s generally
arranged similarly to side 710 of insert 700, with extension of
cable path 724 to rout to and about four additional openings
744 for passing fibers from pat 724 to connections 508. To
accommodate the need to route fibers to two additional pairs
of connections 508, intermediate turnouts 548 along path 524
are provided so that different lengths of slack may be stored.
Turnouts 548 provide additional cable slack storage and rout-
ing options which a single continuous loop about side 712 of
insert 750 would not. Adjacent base end 704, additional outer
wall segments 729 are included to define the outer boundary
of path 724.

Referring now to FIGS. 123 and 124, msert 750 1s shown
with fiber distribution cable 276 extending across base end
704 to a fanout 752 positioned between brackets 716. A
plurality of fibers 310 extend from fanout 752 and are split
into two groups 754 of equal or similar numbers of fibers. One
of these groups 754 1s directed 1n path 766 clockwise about
upper portion 718 and the other 1s directed in path 766
counter-clockwise. This split arrangement permits one half of
the fibers 310 to be directed to connections 508 on one side or
channel 736 of msert 750 and one half of the fibers 310 to be
directed to connections 508 1n the other channel 738. Once
fibers 310 have been positioned within path 766, they may be
routed multiple times about path 766 to store and manage
excess cable length. A plurality of retention tabs 770 are
positioned about path 766 to aid on the retention of fibers 310
within path 766.

FIGS. 1235 to 140 1llustrate an eighth alternative embodi-
ment 900 of a fiber access terminal 1n accordance with the
present ivention. FIGS. 125 to 134 show a housing 902
which 1s consistent in design and function with housings 502
and 802, above. The differences between the two housings
502, 802 and 902 are the length of the housings and the
number of mounting locations 504 and mounting openings
506 included 1n each embodiment. Otherwise, details of the
layout of interior side 518 and exterior side 532 are essentially
the same between the embodiments. Details regarding the
arrangement of features and the mounting of connections 508
within openings 506 are unchanged.
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Similarly, FIGS. 135 to 140 show a mating cover 905 for
use with housing 902 to create terminal 900. Cover 905 1s
configured generally the same as covers 505 and 805, above,
with the difference of being longer to mate with the longer
housing 902. When mated, interior sides 318 and 352 face
cach other and define an interior 903 (not shown) within
which cable 276 and fibers 310 are extended and directed to
connections 308 mounted 1n openings 306. Cable 576 would
pass 1nto the interior through cable entry opening 3528 1n a
similar fashion as described above.

Further, 1t 1s anticipated that a cable routing and manage-
ment msert similar to 700 and 750 may be configured for use
with terminal 900.

The embodiments of the mnventions disclosed herein have
been discussed for the purpose of familiarizing the reader
with novel aspects of the present invention. Although pre-
ferred embodiments have been shown and described, many
changes, modifications, and substitutions may be made by
one having skill in the art without unnecessarily departing
from the spirit and scope of the present invention. Having
described preferred aspects and embodiments of the present
invention, modifications and equivalents of the disclosed con-
cepts may readily occur to one skilled 1n the art. However, 1t
1s 1ntended that such modifications and equivalents be
included within the scope of the claims which are appended
hereto.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A fiber access terminal assembly comprising:

a fiber optic distribution cable with a first end and a second
end;

an enclosure at the second end of the fiber optic distribution
cable, the enclosure including a first piece and a second
piece opposite the first piece, the first and second pieces
cooperating to define an interior, the enclosure having a
cable pass-through end, a non-pass-through end oppo-
site the cable pass-through end, a front face, and a rear
face opposite the front face;

the first piece and second piece joined at an environmental
seal;

the enclosure defiming a plurality of mounting faces pro-
jecting outwardly on the front face and angled toward
the cable pass-through end, and a plurality of openings
disposed through the mounting faces and sized to
receive fiber optic connections;

the enclosure including a tab integrally formed at the non-
pass-through end of the enclosure that projects out-
wardly from the non-pass-through end, the tab including
an attachment opening substantially perpendicular to an
ax1s running from the non-pass-through end to the cable
pass-through end;

the cable pass-through end of the enclosure including an
opening through which the fiber optic distribution cable
enters/exits the interior of the enclosure;

the fiber optic distribution cable including a plurality of
optical [fiber strands] fibers, the plurality of optical
[fiber strands] fibers separated from the fiber optic dis-
tribution cable within the interior and terminated with
fiber optic connectors;

the enclosure including a plurality of fiber optic [connec-
tions] adapters extending through the plurality of open-
ings on the plurality of mounting faces of the enclosure,
each of the [connections] adapters having a first end
[within] accessible from the interior and configured to
receive one of the connectors of the optical [fiber
strands] fibers within the interior, and a second end
accessible from outside the enclosure and configured to
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receive a connector of an optical fiber drop cable extend-
ing to an exterior of the fiber enclosure.

2. The fiber access terminal assembly of claim 1, wherein
the environmental seal includes a recess and an edge between
the first piece and the second piece.

3. The fiber access terminal assembly of claim 1, further
comprising a gasket positioned within the recess.

4. The fiber access terminal assembly of claim 1, wherein
cach mounting face includes one opening having a fiber optic
connection extending therethrough.

5. The fiber access terminal assembly of claim 1, further
comprising a hinge mounting the first piece to the second
piece.

6. A terminal assembly comprising;

a fiber optic cable with a first end and a second end;

an enclosure positioned at the second end of the fiber optic
cable and having a cable pass-through end and a non-
pass-through end, the enclosure including a front piece
fastened to a rear piece, the front and rear pieces coop-
crating to define an interior volume of the enclosure, the
front piece including a front side that faces 1n a forward
direction and the rear piece including a rear side that
faces 1n a rearward direction;

a tab that projects outwardly from the non-pass-through
end of the enclosure, the tab defining a tab opening that
extends through the tab 1n a front to rear direction;

the cable pass-through end of the enclosure defining an
opening through which the fiber optic cable enters/exits
the interior volume of the enclosure;

the fiber optic cable including a plurality of optical fibers,
the optical fibers separated from one another within the
interior volume of the enclosure, the optical fibers ter-
minated by interior fiber optic connectors that are
located within the interior volume of the enclosure;

the front side of the front piece including at least first,
second, third and fourth mounting faces arranged 1n a
stepped configuration with the second mounting face
being positioned above the first mounting face, the third
mounting face being positioned above the second
mounting face and the fourth mounting face being posi-
tioned above the third mounting face, each of the first,
second and third mounting faces being angled to face
forwardly and downwardly;

at least some of the first, second, third and fourth mounting,
faces defining front openings;

front connectors mounted at the front opemings, each of the
front connectors including a fiber optic adapter, each of
the front connectors being angled forwardly and down-
wardly, each of the front connectors including a first end
accessible from within the mterior volume of the enclo-
sure and a second end accessible from outside the enclo-
sure, the mterior connectors of the optical fibers being
recetved within the first ends ofthe front connectors, and
the second ends of the front connectors being adapted to
receive connectorized ends of exterior drop cables;

at least one of the front and rear pieces of the enclosure
defining a recess that extends generally around a periph-
ery of the enclosure;

a sealing member positioned within the recess for provid-
ing a seal between the front piece of the enclosure and
the rear piece of the enclosure; and

at least ten fastening elements for fastening the front and
rear pieces of the enclosure together, the fastening ele-
ments being positioned generally about the periphery of
the enclosure.

7. The terminal assembly of claim 6, wherein at least some

of the fastening elements include latches.
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8. The terminal assembly of claim 6, wherein at least some
of the fastening elements include hinges.

9. The terminal assembly of claim 6, wherein the sealing
member 1includes an o-ring.

10. The terminal assembly of claim 6, wherein the front
openings are defined through all of the first, second, third and
fourth mounting faces.

11. A terminal assembly comprising:

a fiber optic cable;

an enclosure positioned at one end of the fiber optic cable,
the enclosure having a cable pass-through end and an
opposite non-pass-through end, the enclosure including,
a front piece fastened to a rear piece, the front and rear
pieces cooperating to define an interior volume of the
enclosure, the front piece including a front side that
faces 1n a forward direction and the rear piece including
a rear side that faces 1n a rearward direction;

a tab that projects outwardly from the non-pass-through
end of the enclosure, the tab defining a tab opening that
extends through the tab 1n a front to rear direction

the cable pass-through end of the enclosure defining an
opening through which the fiber optic cable enters/exits
the interior volume of the enclosure;

the fiber optic cable including a plurality of optical fibers,
the optical fibers separated from one another within the
interior volume of the enclosure, the optical fibers ter-
minated by interior fiber optic connectors that are
located within the interior volume of the enclosure;

the front side of the front piece including at least {first,
second, third and fourth mounting faces arranged 1n a
stepped configuration with the second mounting face
being positioned above the first mounting face, the third
mounting face being positioned above the second
mounting face and the fourth mounting face being posi-
tioned above the third mounting face, each of the first,
second and third mounting faces being angled to face
forwardly and toward the second end of the enclosure;

at least some of the first, second, third and fourth mounting,
faces defining front openings;

front connectors mounted at the front openings, each of the
front connectors including a fiber optic adapter, each of
the front connectors being angled forwardly and toward
the second end of the enclosure, each of the front con-
nectors icluding a first end accessible from within the
interior volume of the enclosure and a second end acces-
sible from outside the enclosure, the interior connectors
of the optical fibers being recerved within the first ends
of the front connectors, and the second ends of the front
connectors being adapted to recerve connectorized ends
of exterior drop cables; and

at least ten fastening elements for fastening the front and
rear pieces of the enclosure together, the fastening ele-
ments being positioned generally about a periphery of
the enclosure.

12. The fiber access terminal assembly of claim 1, wherein
there 1s only one fiber optic distribution cable that enters/exits
the enclosure and only one opening 1n the cable pass-through
end.

13. The fiber access terminal assembly of claim 12,
wherein the only one opening in the cable pass-through end 1s
disposed generally 1n the center of the cable pass-through
end.

14. The terminal assembly of claim 6, wherein there 1s only
one fiber optic cable that enters/exits the enclosure and only
one opening 1n the cable pass-through end.
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15. The terminal assembly of claim 14, wherein the only 17. The terminal assembly of claim 16, wherein the only
one opening in the cable pass-through end 1s disposed gener- one opening 1n the cable pass-through end 1s disposed gener-
ally 1n the center of the cable pass-through end. ally 1n the center of the cable pass-through end.

16. The terminal assembly of claam 11, wherein there 1s
only one fiber optic cable that enters/exits the enclosure and 5
only one opening 1n the cable pass-through end. I I
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