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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention 1s a vehicle-mounted cargo transport appara-
tus and a method for mounting the cargo transport apparatus
on a vehicle [is] iz such a way that increases both the loading
capacity and stability of the cargo transport apparatus. At a
minimum, the cargo transport apparatus comprises a lifting
device and at least one load-bearing member. The lifting
device 1s connected to the vehicle and has a cargo holding
area, such as a platform, connected to the lifting device for
loading cargo. The cargo holding area has at least two
positions: a traveling position and a loading position. Cargo
1s loaded onto the cargo holding area 1n the loading position
and then raised to a vertical position above the traveling
position. At least one load beam, preferably two load beams,
are then connected to the vehicle 1n a location where the
load-supporting member can support the [lifting device]
cargo 1n the traveling position. If more than one load-
supporting member 1s used, both the load-bearing members
should be spaced apart so that the load 1s evenly distributed
between them. After the load beam(s) are 1n place, the cargo
holding device 1s lowered onto the load beam(s) so that the
load beams at least share the load of the lifting device and
cargo when the vehicle 1s traveling.

6 Claims, 9 Drawing Sheets
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HIGH-STRENGTH VEHICLE-MOUNTED
CARGO TRANSPORT APPARATUS

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi-
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present mvention relates to the field of removable
high-strength vehicle-mounted cargo transport devices.

BACKGROUND

Vehicle owners have always sought out a better way to
mount an apparatus to their vehicle for transporting cargo
including bicycles, wheel chairs, tool boxes, motorcycles,
personal watercrafts and all terrain vehicles. Information
relevant to address this problem can be found in U.S. Pat.
Nos. 4,084,736, 4,738,581, 4,741,660, 4,775,282, 5,011,
361, 5,431,522, 5,482,424, 5,806,737, 5,816,763, 5,984,613,
6,007,290, and D430,533. Fach one of these references
sullers from one or more of the disadvantages described 1n
the following paragraphs.

Each of the references that employ a lifting device to raise
the cargo off the ground and into the desired traveling
position relies solely on the lifting device to support the
cargo when the vehicle 1s traveling. This 1s a disadvantage
because the lifting device must be designed not only to lift
the cargo off the ground and into the desired traveling
position, but the lifting device must also support the addi-
tional impact forces on the lifting device encountered when
the vehicle 1s traveling. The additional impact forces on the
lifting device during travel can occur for a variety of
reasons, including bumps in the road, potholes, vehicle
acceleration and vehicle deceleration.

The additional impact forces on the lifting device during
travel are magnified when the vehicle 1s driven on non-
paved roads (“off-road”) because of the uneven and often
unpredictable driving surface encountered in ofl-road situ-
ations. Vehicle owners transporting the cargo such as
motorcycles, all terrain vehicles and personal watercrait
often drive their vehicle and cargo off-road.

The increased downward forces on the lifting device
during travel require the cargo-lifting device must be
designed not only to lift the cargo 1itself, but also support the
cargo during travel. IT the lifting device was used only to lift
the cargo into the traveling position and not support the
additional downward forces during travel, the lifting device
could be smaller, lighter and less expensive.

Another disadvantage of the references that employ a
lifting device to raise the cargo 1nto the traveling position 1s
that those references use the lifting device as the sole means
for supporting the cargo during travel. This 1s a significant
disadvantage because 1f the lifting device fails while the
vehicle 1s traveling, significant damage could result to the
cargo, the vehicle, the driver, any passengers 1n the vehicle,
nearby pedestrians or nearby vehicles. A solution that pro-
vides redundant support for the cargo 1if the lifting device
tails during travel would be a significant advantage.

Another disadvantage of the references 1s that many of
them are aimed at the lighter weight cargo (1.e., bicycles,
wheelchairs, and toolboxes). Heavier cargo, such as
motorocycles, personal watercrafts and all terrain vehicles
are many times heavier than the heaviest electric wheel
chair. Accordingly, many of the proposed solutions for
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transporting lighter weight cargo are not appropriate and can
not support heavier cargo.

Another disadvantage of the references 1s that 1t takes
more than one person to mount the transport apparatus to the
vehicle and more than one person to load the cargo. A
solution that allowed one person to complete the process
without assistance would be a significant improvement.

Presently, no solution 1s known that (1) relieves the lifting
device from the additional downward impact forces encoun-
tered during travel, (2) provides redundant support for the
cargo 1i the lifting means failed during travel, or (3) allows
one person to mount the apparatus to the vehicle and load the
cargo. For the foregoing reasons, a need exists for a high
strength vehicle-mounted transport apparatus that allows for
a smaller capacity lifting device, provides redundant support
during travel, and can be installed by one person.

SUMMARY

The present mvention 1s directed to an apparatus and
method that satisfies the need to relieve the lifting device
from the additional downward impact forces encountered
during travel. By doing so, this invention allows for a
smaller capacity lifting device than would otherwise be
required 1f the lifting device had to bear the additional
downward forces during travel in addition to the force
required to lift the cargo into the traveling position.

This imnvention also satisfies the need to provide redundant
support for the cargo 1t the litting device fails during travel.
By doing so, this mnvention significantly reduces the likeli-
hood of an accident during travel 11 the lifting device failed
during travel. In addition, the mvention balances the cargo
load better by distributing the load on the vehicle.

This invention also satisfies the need for a solution where
one person can mount the transport apparatus to the vehicle
and load the cargo onto the transport apparatus without
assistance.

This mvention 1s a cargo transport apparatus for mounting,
on a vehicle, where the cargo transport apparatus comprises
a lifting device detachably connected to the vehicle and at
least one load-bearing member detachably connected to the
vehicle. The lifting device comprises a cargo holding area
where the cargo has at least two positions: a traveling
position and a loading position. At least one load-bearing
member 1s connected to the vehicle so that at least one
load-bearing member supports the lifting device in the
traveling position.

This invention 1s also a method for increasing the load-
bearing capacity of a cargo transport apparatus for mounting
on a vehicle, which comprises the following acts (steps).
First, connect a lifting device to the vehicle, where the lifting
device further comprises a cargo holding area, and the cargo
holding area further comprises a traveling position and a
loading position. Second, place the cargo holding area 1n the
loading position. Third, place cargo on the cargo holding
area. Fourth, raise the lifting device into [to] a position
above the traveling position. Fifth, connect at least one
load-bearing member to the vehicle 1n a location where at
[lease] least one load-bearing member supports the [lifting
device] cargo holding area when the lifting device is in the
traveling position. And sixth, lower the lifting device onto at
least one load-bearing member.

The novel features that are considered characteristic of the
invention are set forth with particularity in the appended
claims. The invention itself, however, both as to 1ts structure
and 1ts operation together with the additional object and
advantages thereof will best be understood from the follow-
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ing description of the preferred embodiment of the present
invention when read in conjunction with the accompanying
drawings.

Unless specifically noted, it 1s intended that the words and
phrases 1n the specification and claims be given the ordinary
and accustomed meaning to those of ordinary skill in the
applicable art or arts. If any other meaning 1s intended, the
specification will specifically state that a special meaning 1s
being applied to a word or phase. Likewise, the use of the
word “function” or “means” in the Description i1s not
intended to indicate a desire to invoke the special provision
of 35 U.S.C. §112, paragraph 6 to define the mvention. To
the contrary, 1f the provisions of 35 U.S.C. §112, paragraph
6, are sought to be mvoked to define the mvention(s), the
claims will specifically state the phrases “means for” or
“step for” and a function, without also reciting in such
phrases any structure, material, or act in support of the
function. Even when the claims recite a “means for” or “step
for” performing a function, i they also recite any structure,
material or acts in support of that means of step, then the
intention 1s not to mvoke the provisions of 35 U.S.C. §112,
paragraph 6.

Moreover, even 1if the provisions of 35 U.S.C. §112,
paragraph 6, are invoked to define the inventions, 1t 1s
intended that the inventions not be limited only to the
specific structure, material or acts that are described 1n the
preferred embodiments, but in addition, include any and all
structures, materials or acts that perform the claimed
function, along with any and all known or later-developed
equivalent structures, materials or acts for performing the
claimed function.

These and other features, aspects, and advantages of the
present invention will become better understood with refer-
ence to the following description, appended claims and
accompanying drawings where:

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a front elevation view of the lifting device
in the down or loading position, without the detachable
cargo holding area attached.

FIG. 2 shows a side view of the lifting device shown in
FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 shows a front elevation view of the lifting device
in the up or traveling position, without the detachable cargo
holding area attached.

FIG. 4 shows a side view of the lifting device shown in
FIG. 3.

FIG. 5 shows a rear view of the vehicle with a trailer hitch
attached and two receiving apparatus attached.

FIG. 6 shows a side view of the vehicle shown 1n FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 shows a rear view of the vehicle and the cargo
transport apparatus attached to the vehicle. The cargo hold-
ing area 1s loaded with a motorcycle loaded and raised to the
traveling position. Two load beams are inserted into their
respective receiving apparatus beneath the cargo holding
area for support.

FIG. 8 shows a side view of FIG. 7.

FIG. 9 shows a top view of a cargo holding area for a
motorcycle.

FIG. 10 shows a side view of the motorcycle cargo
holding area of FIG. 9.

FIG. 11 shows a rear view of the vehicle and the cargo
transport apparatus attached to the vehicle. The cargo hold-
ing area 1s loaded with a personal watercrait and raised to the
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traveling position. Two load beams are inserted beneath the
cargo holding area for support.

FIG. 12 shows a side view of FIG. 11.

FIG. 13 shows a top view of a cargo holding area for a
personal watercrait.

FIG. 14 shows a side view of the personal watercraift
cargo holding area of FIG. 13.

FIG. 15 shows a rear view of the vehicle and the cargo
transport apparatus attached to the vehicle. The cargo hold-
ing area 1s loaded with an all terrain vehicle and raised to the
traveling position. Two load beams are iserted beneath the
cargo holding area for support.

FIG. 16 shows a side view of FIG. 15.

FIG. 17 shows a top view of a cargo holding area for an
all-terrain vehicle.

FIG. 18 shows a side view of the all-terrain vehicle cargo
holding area of FIG. 17.

DESCRIPTION

As set forth 1n more detail 1n the following paragraphs, the
invention 1s a cargo transport apparatus that can be mounted
on a vehicle. The cargo transport apparatus comprises two
main features: (1) a lifting device detachably connected to
the vehicle such that cargo can be placed on the lifting
device in the down or loading position and then raised
upwards 1nto the up or traveling position, and (2) at least one
load beam detachably conneccted to the vehicle support the
lifting device and the cargo when the cargo holding area 1s
in the traveling position.

The lifting device can be satisfactorily designed in a
variety [or] of ways, using a variety of materials. In the
preferred embodiment, three important features of the lifting
device are: (1) the lifting device should be attached to the
vehicle directly or to the vehicle’s receiver-type hitch, (2)
the lifting device should contain a place upon which cargo
can be loaded (referred to 1n the claims as a “cargo holding
area”’), and (3) the lifting device should be capable of
moving between the loading position and the traveling
position.

A machine can be connected to the lifting device for
assistance 1n raising and lowering the cargo holding area. If
used, the machine should be capable of raising the cargo
holding area to a vertical position above the traveling
position and the machine 1s capable of lowering the cargo
holding area to a vertical position at least as low as the
loading position.

In addition, a receiving apparatus can be detachably
connected to the vehicle 1n a location where the load-
supporting member can be connected to the receiving appa-
ratus to support the lifting device 1n the traveling position.
The load beam could then be detachably connected to the
receiving apparatus to support the lifting device and the
cargo when the cargo holding area i1s in the traveling
position. If more than one receiving apparatus and/or load
supporting member 1s used, both the recerving apparatus and
load-bearing members should be spaced apart so that the
load 1s evenly distributed between them.

In the preferred embodiment, the lifting device comprises
a lower mast 3, a motor mast 10, a right fork support
assembly 20, a left fork support assembly 21, a right fork 30,
a left fork 31, a fork support roller 42, a linear actuator 65,
a load-measuring device, a power cord 60, and a cargo

holding area in the preferred form of a cargo platform (85,
90 or 95).

The lower mast 3 1s L-shaped, with a shorter section and
a longer section. The lower mast 3 i1s constructed from




US RE39,646 E

S

square, tube steel such that the shorter end fits to a
standard-size, square receiver hitch 50. A mount for the
piston of a linear actuator 65 1s welded to the top of the
longer section to accept the piston of the linear actuator.

The motor mast 10 has an upper and a lower end and 1s
also constructed with square tube steel. The lower end of the
motor mast slides over the longer end of the lower mast. The
linear actuator motor 65 1s attached to the upper end of the
motor mast and the piston of the liner actuator projects
downward inside the motor mast and connects to the mount
on the top of the longer section of the lower mast.

Rectangular steel plates 16 and 17 to receive the right fork
support assembly 20 and left fork support assembly 21 are
connected by a method such as welding to the left and night
sides of the lower end of the motor mast. The steel plates

should extend backwards from the motor mast to allow a line
of holes to be drilled through the plate to receive the left and
right support assemblies respectively. These pre-drilled
holes allow for height adjustment of the lifting device to
accommodate different heights of vehicles.

The left and right fork assemblies are mirror images of
cach other. Accordingly, only the right fork assembly will be
described. As shown in FIG. 1, the nght fork assembly
contains a steel angle 22 with a longer leg and a shorter leg.
The angle 1s aligned 1n a vertical position where the longer
leg [in] is directed toward the vehicle and contains a line of
holes that match up with the left plate of the motor mast 10.
A square steel tube 24 1s connected to the bottom of the angle
as shown in FIG. 1. An outer fork plate [26] 28 and an inner
fork plate [28] 26 are connected [to] in a vertical alignment
to the front side and the right end of the square steel tube.
The outer and inner fork plates are spaced at a dimension to
allow the rnight fork 30 to be pinned between them. This
allows the forks to rotate upward 90 degrees for compact
storage when the apparatus 1s not loaded with cargo.

Additional bracing angles can be installed between the
iner and outer forks for greater stability and strength. A
bracing member 40 can be connected between the outer fork
plate and the steel angle for additional support as shown 1n
FIG. 1. Finally, a lower mast roller guide 42 1s connected to
the vertical angles 22 and 23 of the right and left fork support
assemblies to help guide the lower mast inside the motor
mast.

In the preferred embodiment, a cargo holding area in the
form of a detachable cargo platform 1s then connected to the
left and right forks. The cargo holding area may be rectan-
gular with or without sides to accommodate a variety of
cargo. In the preferred embodiment of the invention,
however, the cargo holding area 1s designed and manufac-
tured for a particular cargo. FIGS. 7-10 illustrate a cargo
holding area designed for a motorcycle holding area. FIGS.
11-14 1llustrate a cargo holding area designed for a personal
watercraft. FIGS. 15-18 illustrate a cargo holding area
designed for an all terrain vehicle.

The shorter end of the lower mast can be attached to the
vehicle by a variety of methods, such as sliding the lower-
mast into the vehicle’s receiver-type trailer hitch. The pre-
terred embodiment 1s an L-shaped lower mast 3 constructed
from square tube steel such that the bottom section fits mnto
a standard size square recerver hitch 50. The lower mast 1s
then fastened to the receiver hitch.

In the preferred embodiment of the mvention, two wheels
are attached to the bottom of the left and right support
brackets so that the lifting device may be rolled into and out
of position. These wheels allow one person to roll the lifting
device—much like one would roll a hand truck—ifirom
storage to the vehicle and then back to storage.
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A machine can be connected to the lifting device to assist
moving the cargo holding area between the loading position
and the traveling position. The machine may be powered
manually, electrically, by a gas engine or by another suitable
energy source. The preferred embodiment 1s electric power
and the machine 1s a linear actuator. In this version, an
clectric cord 60 1s connected to the vehicle’s battery. The
other end of the cord 1s connected to the linear actuator.

In the preferred embodiment, two receiving apparatus 70
are [detachably] connected to the vehicle’s frame or the
frame of the trailer hitch in a location where the load-
supporting members can be 1serted into each of the recerv-
ing apparatus to support the [lifting device] cargo holding
area 1n the traveling position as shown, for example 1n
FIGS. 7, 8, 11, 12, 15, and 16. Each of the receiving
apparatus should be capable of receiving a load-bearing
member. If more than one receiving apparatus and load
supporting member 1s used, both the rece1rving apparatus and
load-bearing members should be spaced apart so that the
load of the lifting device and cargo i1s evenly distributed
between them.

After the lifting device 1 1s connected to the vehicle, the
cargo holding area 1s placed in the loading position and
cargo 1s placed on the cargo holding area. In the preferred
embodiment, straps may be detachably connected to the
cargo holding area so that cargo may be secured to the
holding area. The cargo 1s then raised to a point slightly
above the traveling position. Next, at least one load-bearing
member 80 1s connected to the vehicle. In the preferred
embodiment, the two-load bearing members are inserted
into their corresponding receiving apparatus and the cargo
holding area 85, 90, or 95 1s then lowered onto the load-
bearing members 80.

In the preferred version of the invention, a load-measuring
device 1s connected to the lifting device and load-bearing
members. When the cargo holding area 1s lowered, the
load-measuring device 1s used to distribute the cargo load
between the load-bearing members and the lifting device.

The details of the invention have been set forth in the
above description and drawings. Although any methods and
materials similar or equivalent to those described herein can
be used 1n the practice or testing of the present invention, the
preferred methods and maternals have been described. Other
features, object, and advantages of the mmvention will be
apparent from the description and from the claims. In the
specification and the claims, the singular forms include
plural referents unless the context clearly requires otherwise.
Unless defined otherwise, all technical and scientific terms
used herein have the same meaning as commonly under-
stood by one of ordinary skill in the art to which this
invention belongs.

The preferred embodiment of the invention 1s described
above 1n the Drawings and Description. While these descrip-
tions directly describe the above embodiments, 1t 1s under-
stood that those skilled 1n the art may conceive modifica-
tions and/or variations to the specific embodiments shown
and described herein. Any such modifications or varnations
that fall within the purview of this description are intended
to be included therein as well. The foregoing description of
a preferred embodiment and best mode of the invention
known to the applicant at the time of filing the application
has been presented and i1s intended for the purposes of
illustration and description. It 1s not intended to be exhaus-
tive or to limit the mvention to the precise form disclosed,
and many modifications and variations are possible 1n the
light of the above teachings. The embodiment was chosen
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and described 1n order to best explain the principles of the
invention and its practical application and to enable others
skilled 1n the art to best utilize the invention in various
embodiments and with various modifications as are suited to
the particular use contemplated.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A method for increasing the load-bearing capacity of a
cargo transport apparatus for mounting on a vehicle, which
comprises the steps of:

a) connecting a lifting device to the vehicle, the lifting
device further comprising a cargo holding area, the
cargo holding area further comprising a left fork and a
right fork, the cargo holding area variable between a
traveling position and a loading position;

b) placing the cargo holding area i1n the loading
position],];

¢) placing cargo on the cargo holding area;

d) raising the lifting device to a position [above] Ligher
than the traveling position;

¢) connecting at least one load-bearing member to the
vehicle 1 a location where at least one load-bearing
member supports the [lifting device] cargo holding

area when the lifting device is 1n the traveling position;
and

f) lowering [at least one of the right fork or the left fork]
the cargo holding area onto the at least one load-
bearing member.

2. The method for increasing the load capacity of the
cargo transport apparatus of claim 1, further comprising the
steps of connecting a machine to the lifting device; using the
machine to raise the cargo holding area to a position [above]
higher than the traveling position; and, using the machine to
lower the cargo holding area to a vertical position at least as
low as the loading position.

3. The method for increasing the load capacity of the
cargo transport apparatus of claim 1, further comprising the
steps of connecting a stress-measuring device to the at least
one load-bearing member and to the lifting device so that the
load carried by the lifting device and the load carried by at
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least one load-bearing member can be distributed between
the lifting device and at least one load-bearing member.

4. A method for increasing the load-bearing capacity of a
cargo transport apparatus for mounting on a vehicle, which
comprises the steps of:

a) connecting a lifting device to the vehicle, the lifting
device further comprising a cargo holding area, the
cargo holding area further comprising a traveling posi-
tion and a loading position;

b) conmnecting at least one receirving apparatus to the
vehicle 1n a location where at least one load-bearing
member can be connected to at least one receiving
apparatus and at least one load-bearing member can
support the [lifting device] cargo holding area when
the lifting device 1s 1n the traveling position;

¢) placing the cargo holding area in the loading position;

d) placing cargo on the cargo holding area;

e) raising the lifting device to a position [above] Zigher
than the traveling position;

) connecting at least one load-bearing member to the
receiving apparatus; and,

) lowering [at least one of the right fork or the left fork]
the cargo holding area onto the at least one load-
bearing member.

5. The method for increasing the load capacity of the
cargo transport apparatus of claim 4, further comprising the
steps ol connecting a machine to the lifting device; using the
machine to raise the cargo holding area to a position [above]
higher than the traveling position; and, using the machine to
lower the cargo holding area to a vertical position at least as
low as the loading position.

6. The method for increasing the load capacity of the
cargo transport apparatus of claim 4, further comprising the
steps of connecting a stress-measuring device to the load-
bearing member and to the lifting device so that the load
carried by the lifting device and the load carried by the

load-bearing member can be distributed between the lifting
device and the load-bearing member.
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