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(57) ABSTRACT

An apparatus and method for preconcentrating particles and
vapors. The preconcentrator apparatus permits detection of
highly diluted amounts of particles 1n a main gas stream,
such as a stream of ambient air. A main gas stream having
airborne particles entrained therein 1s passed through a
pervious screen. The particles accumulate upon the screen,
as the screen acts as a sort of selective particle filter. The
flow of the main gas stream 1s then interrupted by diaphragm
shutter valves, whereupon a cross-flow of carrier gas stream
1s blown parallel past the faces of the screen to dislodge the
accumulated particles and carry them to a particle or vapor
detector, such as an 10on mobility spectrometer. The screen
may be heated, such as by passing an electrical current there
through, to promote desorption of particles therefrom during
the flow of the carrier gas. Various types of screens are
disclosed. The apparatus and method of the mvention may
find particular utility 1n the fields of narcotics, explosives
detection and chemical agents.
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PARTICLE PRECONCENTRATOR

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi-
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

This 1s a division of application No. 08/988,542 filed Dec.
10, 1997, now U.S. Pat. No. 5,854,431.

GOVERNMENT RIGHTS

This mmvention was made with United States Government
support under Contract No. DE-AC04-94AL85000 awarded
by the U.S. Department of Energy. The Government has
certain rights to this invention.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention (Technical Field)

The present mvention relates generally to the field of
particle concentrators, and more particularly to an apparatus
for pre-concentrating airborne particles to promote their
detection, and specifically to a particle preconcentrator
apparatus having improved reliability and durability and
especially useful for the detection of compounds such as
explosives, illegal drugs, other controlled substances and
chemical agents. In this application, as set forth more fully
later 1n this disclosure, the term particle 1s intended not to
exclude vapor.

2. Background Art

The use of explosives by terrorists generates tremendous
interest 1n explosives detection. Development of explosives
vapor detectors has been especially rapid during the past few
years, with a growing number of 10n mobility spectrometry
(IMS), electron capture detector, and chemi-luminescence-
based systems appearing on the market. Current explosives
detection systems are hampered, however, by a need to
detect explosives residues at extremely low (in the range of
parts-per-trillion, ppt) concentrations, and to do so quickly
(on a per person or per item basis) and with minimal
invasion of the personal privacy of airline travelers and the
like. As a result, a further need has arisen for a vapor particle
preconcentrator apparatus, that 1s, an apparatus which
quickly gathers vapor particles occurring in very low
concentrations, and concentrates them prior to presenting
them to a detecting and/or measuring device. By pre-
concentrating the target particles prior to detection, known
detection methods such as IMS, electron capture, and chemi-
luminescence may be employed for screening purposes
despite low environmental concentrations.

One goal, for example, 1s to detect extremely low con-
centrations of chemical residues that cling to, but are readily
dislodged from, the clothing and/or skin of an individual
who has recently handled the chemical (or is actually
concealing on his person a bulk quantity of the chemical).
Low concentrations of the target particles may even occur 1n
the air immediately about the individual’s body. When an
individual handles or otherwise comes 1n contact with a
modest quantity of, for example, an explosive or narcotic
substance, significant numbers of particles of the substance
typically cling feebly to the person’s skin and/or clothing.
For a period of time thereafter, dry particles or vapors of the
substance may be shed or emitted from the person, particu-
larly 1f a disturbance such as a blowing wind or a jostling
bump causes significant numbers of particles to dislodge
from the person and become entrained or suspended 1n the
surrounding air. A desirable apparatus for testing for the
presence of a target substance on an individual 1s capable of
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2

detecting these “dislodged” particles, permitting detection
without the need for physical contact with the individual.

Many known detection devices, however, require the
presence of comparatively high concentrations of target
substance particles for reliable detection. Known devices
employing high-volume air flows to blow or suction par-
ficles from a person suffer from particle concentration
dilution, rendering detection unreliable. Moreover, known
detectors for use 1n testing for explosives or drugs on
humans, luggage, motor vehicles, and other bulky items
frequently cannot properly process the large air volumes
used to collect the target particles. In such circumstances, a
concentrator becomes a necessity. An effective concentrator
must effectively collect extremely small quantities (i.e.
highly diluted) of particles from a high volume air (or other
gas) flow, and then effectively release the collected (i.e.
concentrated) particles for transportation to a detector
device.

Thus, a goal of particle preconcentration for detection 1s
to efficiently collect (adsorb) as many particles as possible
from a large volume, low-concentration sample, and then
release (desorb) the concentrated particles to a detector
device. Known methods of preconcentration to collect and
release particles for detection include volume collection 1n a
bed or filter of charcoal, and thin-foil collectors.

Volume collection involves the adsorption of the target
particles 1n a large absorbent bed, typically a bed of char-
coal. Volume collection 1s a reasonably efficient method of
absorption due to the abundance of surface area for a given
volume of charcoal bedding. Particle desorption for presen-
tation to the detector, however, 1s difficult and slow 1n
volume collection systems. A particle preconcentrator based
upon volume collection techniques 1s commercially imprac-
ticable for purposes of explosives detection due to the size
of the device and the unacceptably large amount of time
required to desorb the concentrated particles.

Some known preconcentrator devices utilize adsorption
upon the solid surfaces of thin foils. A thin fo1l preconcen-
tfrator includes a collection of thin metallic foils disposed
mutually parallel within a plenum. The foils, which may
incorporate ultra-thin stainless steel films, are expensive to
manufacture. A high-volume discharge of air bearing the low
concentration of target particles 1s blown through the ple-
num and parallel between the foils. Ostensibly, target par-
ticles impact, adhere to, and accumulate upon the coniront-
ing planar faces of the foils; desorption 1s then promoted by
heating the foils and blowing clean air parallel between the
foils to dislodge accumulated particles and transport them to
a detector.

Obtaining the needed surface area for particle collection
in a thin foil preconcentrator can result 1n a physically large
unit with excessive dead space or, conversely, very closely-
spaced foils. To provide adequate electrical resistance 1 the
foils to heat them during desorption, the foils must be very
thin. The high-volume air flow necessary for rapid adsorp-
tion frequently causes tearing, displacement, and destruction
of the thin, fragile, foils, a problem aggravated when the
foils are closely spaced, thereby impeding the discharge.
Discharges sufficiently lowered to reduce foil damage, and
which are desirable 1n the desorption stage, may not be
strong enough to release accumulated particles from the foil
faces. Additionally, because the sample-bearing air stream
blows parallel past the foils, a boundary layer forms on the
fo1l surfaces, impeding the impact and adhesion of particles
upon the foils. If a significantly large 1tem, e.g.,
handkerchief, comb, pencil, or the like, should be ingested
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by the preconcentrator, the foils are susceptible to severe
damage and loss of collection surface area. Such 1ngestion
1s a concern with actual field applications of explosive and
narcotic detection.

Another known surface collection method of preconcen-
fration 15 the use of a membrane filter preconcentrator.
Similar to the volume collection method, the membrane
filter method 1s very efficient for absorption of vapors and
particles because of the large surface area to volume ratio.
The membrane filter, however, lacks the ability to quickly
desorb the vapors and particles from the surface as does the
volume collection method.

A need remains, therefore, for a preconcentrator device
that functions rapidly and is durable for field use, such for
use within explosives detectors within airport terminals and

the like.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
(DISCLOSURE OF THE INVENTION)

The invention relates to a method and apparatus for
performing preconcentration of dilute particles 1n a moving,
ogas stream. The invention has particular application to
efforts to collect and detect trace quantities of contraband
substances such as 1illicit drugs, explosives and chemical
agents but may find utility 1n laboratory research and other
fields such as environmental monitoring.

According to the invention, there 1s provided an apparatus
for collecting particles entrained 1n a moving {first gas
stream, the apparatus comprising at least one pervious
screen disposed across the first gas stream, whereby the first
gas stream passes through the screen and at least some of the
particles are caught by the screen, means for interrupting the
passage of the first gas stream through the at least one
screen, means for generating a cross-flow of a carrier gas
stream parallel past the at least one screen, whereby particles
caught upon the screen are entrained into the carrier gas
stream, and means for detecting particles in the carrier gas
stream. The apparatus may further comprise means for
inducing the first gas stream movement. The first gas stream
may be ambient air, and the means for inducing the first gas
stream movement may be a fan. The means for interrupting
the passage of the first gas stream preferably comprises a
diaphragm shutter. The means for generating a cross-flow of
a carrier gas stream preferably comprises a carrier gas inlet
valve and a carrier gas outlet valve. The at least one pervious
screen may comprise a plurality of substantially parallel
screens, and the preferred embodiment further comprises
means for heating the at least one screen. The at least one
screen preferably comprises an electrically conductive
screen and the means for heating preferably comprises
means for supplying electric current in the screen. The
screen may be a woven wire mesh, or may be a sheet of
metallic felt. The detector may be an 10n mobility spectrom-
cter.

Also according to the ivention there 1s provided an
apparatus for concentrating vapor particles entrained 1n a
moving air stream, the apparatus comprising at least one
pervious screen disposed substantially perpendicularly to
the air stream, whereby the air stream passes through the
screen and at least some of the particles are caught upon the
screen, means for interrupting the passage of the air stream
through the at least one screen, means for heating the at least
one screen, and means for generating a carrier gas stream
cross-flow past the at least one screen, whereby particles
caught upon the screen are entrained into the carrier gas
stream. The apparatus may further comprise a fan for
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4

inducing the movement 1n the air stream. The means for
interrupting the passage of the air stream preferably com-
prises at least one diaphragm shutter. Preferably, the means
for generating a cross-tflow of a carrier gas stream comprises
a carrier gas outlet valve comprising a diaphragm shutter.
The at least one pervious screen may comprise a plurality of
substantially parallel screens, and the invention preferably
also 1includes means for heating the one or more screens. The
screen preferably comprises an electrically conductive
screen and the means for heating comprises means for
supplying electric current 1n the screen. The screen may
comprise woven wire mesh, or may be a sheet of metallic
felt. The apparatus of the mvention preferably also includes
means for detecting vapor particles entrained 1n the carrier
gas stream, and the means for detecting may be an 1on
mobility spectrometer.

Also according to the present mvention, there 1s provided
a method for collecting and releasing vapors and particles
entrained 1n a moving first gas stream. The method com-
prises: disposing across the first gas stream at least one
pervious screen, whereby the first gas stream passes through
the screen and at least some of the particles are caught upon
the screen; interrupting the passage of the first air stream
through the at least one screen; after interrupting the passage
of the first gas stream, generating a cross-flow of a carrier
ogas stream parallel past the least one screen, whereby
particles caught upon the screen are entrained 1nto the carrier
gas stream; and directing the carrier gas stream to a detector.
The method may further comprise inducing the movement in
the first gas stream. Inducing the movement in the first gas
strcam may comprise blowing ambient air with a fan.
Interrupting the passage of the first gas stream comprises
closing a valve, such as actuating a diaphragm shutter.

Generating a cross-flow of a carrier gas stream preferably
comprises opening a carrier gas inlet valve 1n a carrier gas
duct, and opening a carrier gas outlet valve. Opening a
carrier gas outlet valve preferably comprises opening a
diaphragm shutter, gate valve or ball valve. Disposing at
least one pervious screen may comprise disposing parallel a
plurality of screens. The method of the invention preferably
includes heating the at least one screen after generating a
cross-flow of a carrier gas stream. Heating the at least one
screen preferably comprises supplying electric current in an
clectrically conductive screen. Thus, disposing at least one
pervious screen may comprise disposing a woven Wwire
mesh, or disposing a sheet of metallic felt. In one preferred
method, directing the carrier gas stream to a detector com-
prises directing the carrier gas to an 10n mobility spectrom-
cter.

A primary object of the present invention 1s to provide a
compact, inexpensive, durable particle preconcentrator suit-
able for promoting the detection of trace amounts of air-
borne targeted substances, such as explosives, narcotics or
chemical agents.

A primary advantage of the present invention 1s that 1t 1s
operable repeatedly with a short cycle time.

Another advantage of the invention 1s that 1t 1s compact
and durable, and suitable for use 1n conjunction with per-
sonnel screening at airports and the like.

Other objects, advantages and novel features, and further
scope of applicability of the present invention will be set
forth 1n part 1n the detailed description to follow, taken in
conjunction with the accompanying drawings, and 1n part
will become apparent to those skilled in the art upon
examination of the following, or may be learned by practice
of the invention. The objects and advantages of the invention
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may be realized and attained by means of the instrumen-
talities and combinations particularly pointed out in the
appended claims.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying drawings, which are incorporated mto
and form a part of the specification, 1llustrate several
embodiments of the present invention and, together with the
description, serve to explain the principles of the invention.
The drawings are only for the purpose of 1illustrating a
preferred embodiment of the mvention and are not to be
construed as limiting the mvention. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 1s a diagrammatic view of a preferred embodiment
of the present 1nvention;

FIG. 2 1s an exploded perspective view of one embodi-
ment of a preconcentrator assembly according to the present
mvention; and

FIG. 3 1s an exploded perspective view of an alternative
embodiment of a preconcentrator assembly according to the
present mvention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS (BEST MODES FOR
CARRYING OUT THE INVENTION)

The mvention relates to an apparatus and method for
pre-concentrating particles from a regime of low concentra-
tion for presentation to a particle detector. More specifically,
the preconcentrator apparatus and method of the mvention
collects particles entrained 1n low concentrations within a
moving gas or airstream, accumulates the particles, and then
releases them to a known detection or measurement device,
thereby permitting the detector or measurement device to
detect and/or evaluate the presence of target particles in the
air stream at or below the ordinary lowest threshold of
reliability of the detector. A vapor particle concentrator 1s
provided to collect by adsorption vapor and small particles
from a large volume gas stream for later release or desorp-
fion into a low volume carrier gas. The invention may be
practiced 1n airport terminals and the like, for rapid con-
secutive screening of large numbers of people or items.

The present invention finds ready beneficial use as a
component of a larger explosive or narcotics detection
system or method. With the increasing use of explosives and
chemical agents as a means of terrorism and the on-going
use and transportation of 1illicit narcotics and other drugs,
governments and industry have a compelling need to be able
to detect the presence of persons and/or items which have
come 1n contact with these substances. Examples of practi-
cal applications of the mnvention mclude, but are not limited
to, the screening of passengers and baggage at airports, train
terminals, and the like for explosives residues for the pur-
pose of detecting concealed bulk quantities of explosives
and/or persons who recently have handled explosives; the
screening of visitors at penitentiaries, courthouses, and other
secure facilities for drugs or other contraband substances;
and detection of explosives in packages at postal or package
handling facilities. The mmvention may also find use as a
component 1n detection and screening apparatus or methods
uscable 1n industrial facilities, such as a pharmaceutical or
nuclear facility, to prevent the smuggling of controlled
substances 1n or out of the facility.

The foregoing 1s by way of practical examples, however,
and 1t will be immediately apparent to one or ordinary skill
in the art that the invention i1s beneficial in nearly any
circumstance, for example in laboratory research, where 1t 1s
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6

desired to collect low concentrations of a targeted type of
particle from ambient air or from a moving gas stream, and
concentrate the particles for detection or measurement. In
this disclosure and in the claims, “particle” means particu-
late matter of nearly any size, especially particulates sufli-
ciently small as to be readily airborne, and 1ncludes but 1s not
limited to droplets or dry motes, vapors, large molecules,
and solid particles. “Target particles” or “target substance™
refers to the particular type of particles sought to be pre-
concentrated by the practice of the invention, and includes,
by way only of example, explosives, drugs, nuclear material,
and the like. “Contraband substance” refers to a target
substance that 1s illegal or undesirable. “Screen,” unless
otherwise indicated, means a parfition or panel that is
pervious to moving gas. “Gas” includes but 1s not limited to
air.

Broadly described, the invention includes one or more
gas-pervious screens disposed across a stream of moving
gas, typically but not necessarily ambient air, in which the
target particles are suspended or entrained in comparatively
low concentrations. The gas stream passes through the
screen so that at least some of the target particles are
adsorbed or stuck upon the screen. A means, such as a valve,
for interrupting the gas stream through the screen i1s
provided, whereby the flow through the screen may be
interrupted. The broadly described invention further
includes a means, such as a fan or compressor, for generating
a cross-flow of a carrier gas, such as filtered air, parallel past
the screen to dislodge at least some of the target particles
adsorbed upon the screen and entrain them into the carrier
gas stream for transportation from the screen, typically to a
detector. The 1nvention also includes means and steps for
controllably heating the screen and controllably interrupting
or 1nifiating the flow of the carrier gas stream.

FIGS. 1-3 show the preconcentrator assembly 10 for
collecting (adsorbing) vapor and small particles from a large
volume gas stream for later release (desorbing) into a low
volume carrier gas. In particular, preconcentrator assembly
10 can be used 1n conjunction with detection devices that
determine the presence of explosives, drugs (e.g., narcotics)
and chemical agents, notably detectors of relatively
inexpensive, oif-the-shelf availability. In this specification,
reference 1s made to various types of “particle” detectors,
but again i1t 1s understood that many types of particle
detectors more specifically are vapor detectors; 1 this
specification “particle” includes “vapor.” Current detection
devices rely on a relatively high concentration of particles.
When a large air tlow 1s sampled, the particles become very
dilute making their detection difficult. But current detection
devices cannot process the large amounts of air flow
required for particle detection schemes that sample humans,
lugeage, motor vehicles, and the like at a reasonable rate. A
preconcentrator assembly becomes a necessity when large
flow rates are required. Preconcentrator assembly 10: (1)
effectively collects extremely small amounts of particles
from a large volume air flow; (2) retains the collected
sample; and (3) releases the collected particles into a low-
volume carrier gas for detection. For a preconcentrator to
operate as an elfective part of a sampling system, 1t must
perform these functions efficiently and reliably with a simple
design.

Referring to FIG. 2, the preconcentrator assembly 10
preferably includes at least one screen 14 and various other
components disposed between a pair of main adsorb valves
22, 22'. Main adsorb valves 22, 22' are ultimately secured
together so that the entire assembly 10 i1s generally of a
layered or sandwich-like configuration, with adjacent com-
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ponents 1 compressed serial parallel arrangement as sug-
gested by the drawings. Intake duct 20 and exhaust duct 20
permit a moving gas stream to enter and exit the overall
assembly 10. The two main flow adsorb valves 22, 22" are
used to interrupt and control passage of the gas stream
perpendicularly through the screen 14. In the preferred
embodiment, the screen 14 1s electrically 1solated from the
adsorb valves by a pair of parallel insulator plates 18, 18
fashioned from an electrically insulative material such as a

polyamide or the like.

The portion of the assembly 10 including the plates 18,
18, the screen 14, and the adsorb valves 22, 22' typically 1s
disposed within a plenum (not shown) or in serial connec-
tion with ducts 20, 20' of generally ordinary construction,
whereby the flow of the large volume gas stream 1s con-
tained and directed to and through the assembly 10. Perfor-
mance of the mvention 1s maximized, however, when the
length of the duct 20 leading to the screen 14 has the shortest
length practicable.

Abroad understanding of the preferred embodiment of the
apparatus 1s promoted by characterizing the apparatus as a
“screen assembly” which 1s slidably removable from within
a “valve assembly.” The screen assembly comprises at least
one screen 14 1n electrical and mechanical attachment to a
pair of contact blocks 29, 29'. The physical integrity of the
screen assembly 1s provided by the pair of electrical 1nsu-
lator plates 18, 18' being attached to opposing sides of both
contact blocks 29, 29'. The insulator plates 18, 18' hold 1n
place a pair of thermal msulator panels 51, 51', with one of
cach of the insulator panels located on opposing sides of the
screen 14 between the screen 14 and a respective one of the

plates 18, 18'.

The valve assembly 1s a housing into which the screen
assembly 1s placed 1n parallel relation. The valve assembly
preferably includes the adsorb valves 22, 22', a manifold
block 48, an exit block 52, a pair of spacer blocks 53, a
contact clip 49 and at least two insulator shims 50, 50'. The
manifold block 48 and the exit block 52 preferably are
disposed parallel to each other, and both blocks 48, 52 are
fixedly attached to the interior sides of each of the adsorb
valves 22, 22' to hold the adsorb valves together 1n spaced-
apart relation. Respective spacer blocks 53 also are attached
to either the manifold block 48 or the exit block 52 and to
both adsorb valves 22, 22' to secure the valve assembly
together. The contact clip 49 1s secured between aligned
cdges of the adsorb valves 22, 22', but 1s electrically
insulated from the adsorb valves 22, 22', e.¢. by the use of
nylon screws and the presence of the insulator shims 50, 50,
one each of which 1s situated between either side of the
contact clip 49 and the respective adjacent adsorb valve 22

or 22'.

In the foregoing configuration, the screen assembly can be
slipped 1n and out from within the valve assembly. The
insulator plates 18, 18' mounting the screen 14, contact
blocks 29, 29' and insulator panels 51, 51" simply shde
closely adjacent past inside faces of the adsorb valves 22,
22'. The 1nsulator plates 18, 18' can be slipped mnto the space
between the adsorb valves 22, 22' until the plates 18, 18
“bottom out” against the spacer blocks 53. When the valve
assembly 1s thus fully inserted, the back contact block 29"
engages with the contact clip 49 to provide an electrical
connection therebetween. When the screen assembly 1s 1n
the valve assembly, the opposing edges of the insulator
plates 18, 18' may ride and rest upon the manifold block 48
and the exit block 52. The insulator plates 18, 18' accord-
ingly function not only to maintain the screen 14 and contact
blocks 29, 29' in proper position between the adsorb valves
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22, 22', but also serve to electrically 1solate the screen and
contact blocks from the desorb valves and the manifold and
exit blocks 48, 52. An advantage 1s that the screen assembly
thus 1s easily removable and replaceable for cleaning and
maintenance.

Adsorb valves 22, 22' preferably comprise “ir1s” or dia-
phragm shutters substantially similar to the diaphragms used
in optical camera systems. The use of diaphragm shutters as
gas valves 1n the preconcentrator apparatus permits the tlow
of gas through the assembly 10 to be controllably interrupted
quickly, but without requiring the lengthy intra-valve flow
path commonly encountered with ordinary gas valve
devices. Diaphragm shutters as adsorb valves 22, 22", oper-
ating within very narrow housings as seen in FIGS. 2 and 3,
reduce the flow path length and thus minimize the surface
arca upon which target particles may prematurely attach
prior to adsorption upon the screen 14. Most known gas
control valves have a relatively long flow path length (ten to
twenty times more) compared to a diaphragm shutter valve
of the same diameter. These flow path lengths are very
important when attempting to preconcentrate low concen-
trations of adhesive particles, when premature adhesion of
target particles to an upstream valve 22 may impair the
preconcentrator’s ability to adsorb particles upon the screen
14. Moreover, diaphragm shutters are capable of millions of
cycles before failure, which 1s a concern with repetitive use.

The screen 14 1s disposed between the pair of parallel,
preferably substantially planar insulator panels 51, 51'. Insu-
lator panels 51, 51' preferably are fashioned from an elec-
trically msulative substance, such as silica glass, which
withstands high temperatures. The 1nsulator panels 51, 51
provide thermal protection to the insulator plates 18, 18, as
the screen 14 1 the preferred embodiment 1s heated during
operation of the invention. Insulator plates 18, 18' hold the
insulative panels 51, 51' in place parallel to the screen 14 and
in parallel spaced relation from the valves 22, 22'. In the
practice of the invention, the screen 14, the plates 18, 18,
and the panels 51, 51" are positioned across the flow direc-
tion of a controlled, mterruptible, large volume gas stream.
The insulator plates 18, 18" and the 1nsulative panels 51, 51°
have large centrally located openings therein to permit a
large volume air flow to move therethrough, that is, normal
to the planes of the plates 18, 18' and panels 51, 51'. When
the apparatus 1s properly assembled, central openings in the
plates 18, 18' and in the panels 51, 51" are substantially
aligned with colinear axes of the adsorb valves 22, 22'.

The screen 14 1s substantially pervious to moving gases
such as air. Preferably, the screen 14 1s fashioned from an
clectrically conductive material, but which material 1s suf-
ficiently resistive as to generate heat when electrical current
1s supplied. In the preferred embodiment as shown, the
screen 14 comprises a sheet of metal fiber felt material, such
as one of the metal fiber matrices manufactured and sold by
Bekaert Corporation, Marietta, Ga., USA, a subsidiary of

Bekaert Fibre Technologies, Zwevegem, Belgium, under the
trademarks Bekipor® ST 60AL3, Bekipor® ST 60AL3S,

and Bekipor® ST 60AL3SS. As best seen mn FIG. 2, a
metallic felt screen 14 preferably 1s configured with zig-zag
pleats to increase the collection surface area presented to the
moving gas flows and reduce the pressure drop through the
screen during the adsorb flow. Because metallic felts are
highly efficient collectors, a single metallic felt screen 14
preferably 1s used in the invention. For example, but not by
way of limitation, in one embodiment, the screen 14 com-
prises a sheet of Bekipor® ST AL3 metallic felt of about 130
square 1nches, folded 1n an “accordion” fashion to form a
pleated sheet about 7.0 mches on a side with a pleat
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peak-to-peak height of about 0.5 inches and a pleat peak-
to-peak separation of about 0.25 1nches.

Alternatively, the screen 14 may comprise one or more
sections of woven wire mesh 15, 15', as illustrated by FIG.
3. The embodiment of FIG. 3 1s substantially similar in most
respects to the embodiment of FIG. 2, except that FIG. 3
illustrates that at least two parallel screens 15, 15" may
desirably be employed 1n alternative embodiments of the
invention. Elements and components which occur in FIG. 3
and which are the same or similar to corresponding elements
in FIG. 2 are labeled with the same label numbers. In
alternative embodiments where at least one woven wire
mesh 15 1s used, the mesh may have, for example, a wire
diameter of 0.015 inches, and 20 wires per inch (20 mesh).
A plurality of two to five woven wire mesh screens 15, 15
may be used, with two or three parallel woven wire 20 mesh
screens 15, 15" normally bemg adequate for the alternative
embodiment. In alternative embodiments of the invention
not incorporating a heatable screen, the screens 15, 15' may
be fashioned from non-conductive materials pervious to gas,
such as paper or cloth.

Continued reference 1s made to FIGS. 2 and 3. Spacer
blocks 53 are provided which are connected to both adsorb
valves 22, 22' to hold the valves 1n spaced parallel relation.
Each of the msulative plates 18, 18' 1s disposed in contact
with the contact blocks 29, 29' so that the contact blocks 29,
29', which hold the screen 14, are electrically 1solated from
the adsorb valves 22, 22'. Insulative panels 51, 51" are 1n
closely spaced relation to the screen 14 on each side thereof,
to thermally 1insulate the screen 14 and maintain 1t in position
during operation of the invention. Preferably, the insulative
panels 51, 51' do not contact the faces of the screen 14, but
the distance between each imsulative panel 51, 51' and the
face of the screen 14 1s minimized in order to maximize the
ratio of screen surface arca to the internal volume of the
assembly 10.

The screen 14 (or screens 15, 158") is mounted in the
assembly 10 by means of contact blocks 29, 29" attached to
the plates 18, 18'. The contact between the plates 18, 18" and
the manifold and exit blocks 48, 52 provides the physical
connection of the screen 14 to rest of the assembly 10.
Contact blocks 29, 29' hold the sides of the screen 14 and are
clectrically conductive, whereby an electrical potential
applied across the two blocks 29, 29' supplies a current flow
through the screen from block 29 to block 29'. A contact clip
49, fixed between the desorb valves 22, 22' 1s provided for
supplying electrical current to the back contact block 29'.
The contact clip 49 1s removably engageable with sockets
and/or contacts on back contact block 29'. The contact clip
49 and the front contact block 29 each mount an electrical
lead 40 or 40' connected thereto by which current can be
supplied. Thus, with clip 49 in electrical connection with the
back block 29, voltage and current are supplied through the
serics circult including power leads 40, 40', the contact
blocks 29, 29' and the screen 14 by means of conventional
outside voltage sources such as a conventional AC power
source 38 (FIG. 1). DC power sources may also be used, for
example, to promote portability.

In the complete assembly 10, the manifold block 48 1s
situated along a third edge of the screen 14 extending
perpendicularly to the contact blocks 29, 29', but the mani-
fold block does not come 1n actual contact with the screen

14 or the contact blocks 29, 29'.

Manifold block 48 1s fully penetrated, along nearly its
complete length, by a series of numerous uniformly spaced
nozzle holes. The exterior face of the manifold block 48 1s
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in fluid communication with the upstream secondary ducting
27 (FIG. 1) which delivers the carrier gas stream. Carrier gas
supplied to the assembly 10 from the carrier gas source 34
1s mntroduced along the full width of the screen 14 by the
action of the spaced nozzle holes so that a substantially even,
uniform flow of carrier gas passes laterally across the full
surface of both faces of the screen 14. Most preferably, in
alternatives employing a pleated sheet metallic screen 14, at
least one nozzle hole 1s provided corresponding to and
aligned with each pleat or channel 1n the screen 14. The
manifold block 48 thus receives the channeled tlow of
carrier gas from the upstream secondary ducting 27, and
distributes the carrier gas to an even, sheet-like flow across

the full width of the screen 14.

Along the fourth edge of the screen 14, opposite the
manifold block 48, 1s the supply gas exit block 52. Exat
block 52 features an oblong slit or aperture, or alternatively
any number of apertures, which permit the passage of carrier
gas from the space between the msulator panels 51, 51' to the
exterior of the assembly, e¢.g. via a secondary exhaust duct
27" 1n communication with a downstream desorb valve 24",
as indicated by FIG. 1. From the downstream desorb valve
24' the carrier gas 1s directed on toward the detector 36.

Manitold block 48 and exit block 52 are secured to the
spacer blocks 53. The manifold block 48, the exit block 52,
and the spacer blocks 53 1n turn are attached to the desorb
valves 22, 22' to provide structural integrity to the apparatus.
The two contact blocks 29, 29', the manifold block 48, the
exit block 52 and the two insulator panels 51, 51' in the
assembled apparatus thus define there within a narrow
parallelepiped space in which the screen 14 1s suspended.
The first, main gas stream flows through this space via the
generally coaxially aligned central holes 1n the panels 51, 51°
and 1 the plates 18, 18' and through the diaphragm shutters
22, 22'. The carrier gas cross-tlows through the space, from
the manifold block 48 to the exit block 52, generally parallel
between the 1nsulator panels 51, 51'.

Attention 1s mvited to FIG. 1, schematically diagraming
the principal components and function of the apparatus of
the mvention. As mentioned, the plates 18, 18', screen 14
and adsorb valves 22, 22' preferably and normally are
disposed within or 1n fluid communication with ducting 20
which contains and directs the movement of a first or main
gas stream toward the upstream adsorb valve 22. If the
upstream adsorb valve 22 1s open, the moving gas stream 1s
free to flow through the opening in the upstream insulative
plate 18, thereby permitting the gas stream to pass perpen-
dicularly through the screen 14 and then on through the
downstream plate 18'. When the upstream adsorb valve 22
1s open, the downstream adsorb valve 22'1s open, so that the
gas stream flowing and diffusing through the screen 14 is
free to exhaust through the downstream plate 18' in an
exhaust steam 47 through the duct 20' and on out of the
assembly 10 of the invention. In the preferred embodiment,
the adsorb valves 22, 22' are closely adjacent to respective
plates 18, 18' so that the gas stream flows 1n rapid succession
through the upstream adsorb valve 22, the upstream plate 18,
the screen 14 and the downstream plate 18', with minimal
travel distance between these components. The adsorb
valves 22, 22', and particularly the upstream adsorb valve
22, function therefore, as a means for interrupting the
passage of a large volume gas stream perpendicularly
through the screen 14.

Continued reference to FIG. 1 shows that the apparatus 1s
provided with secondary ducting 27 disposed so as to
contain and direct the flow of a carrier gas stream from a
source 34 to the manifold block next to the screen 14. Carrier
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cgas then flows through the manifold block and parallel
across the faces of the screen 14, past the screen 14 parallel
between the insulative plates 18, 18'. An upstream desorb
valve 24 1s disposed 1n the secondary duct 27" upstream from
the screen 14, while downstream desorb valve 24' 1s dis-
posed within the downstream portion of the secondary duct
27. Because the carrier gas stream does not initially carry
any target particles, but rather 1s an 1nert “cleaning” gas, the
upstream desorb or carrier gas inlet valve 24 need not be a
diaphragm shutter, but may be a conventional gas valve,
such as a ball valve. However, during the practice of the
invention, the carrier gas exiting away from the screen 14
has target particles entrained therein that have been dis-
lodged from the screen 14. It is desirable to minimize the
number of target particles that stick to the downstream
secondary duct 27' or are otherwise diverted or prevented
from reaching the detector 36. Accordingly, the distance
between the screen 14 and the detector 36 1s minimized as
practicably possible, and the carrier gas outlet valve 24
optionally comprises a diaphragm shutter such as previously
described with reference to the adsorb wvalves 22, 22
Alternatively, gas outlet valve 24' 1s a gate or ball type valve.

The adsorb valves 22, 22' and desorb valves 24, 24' are
used to channel two distinct gas streams: by means of the
adsorb valves 22, 22' a first moving gas stream 1s control-
lably directed perpendicular through the screen 14; by
means of the desorb valves 24, 24', a separate carrier gas
stream 1s directed 1n a cross-flow parallel to screen 14. In the
practice of the invention, the adsorb valves 22, 22' are
preferably open only when the desorb valves 24, 24' arc
closed, and the desorb valves 24, 24' are open only when the

adsorb valves 22, 22' are closed, as further described below.

A method and practice of the invention are understood
with combined reference to FIGS. 1 and 2. The method and
operative routine have two fundamental phases: the
“adsorb” phase during which target particles are preconcen-
trated by their being caught and adsorbed upon the screen
14, followed by the “desorb” phase during which the pre-
concentrated particles are removed from the screen 14 and
directed to a detection or measuring device 36. The move-
ment of gas streams 1n the practice of the invention 1is
generally indicated by the various directional arrows 1n FIG.
1. At the inception of one preferred method and operation of
the apparatus, the adsorb valves 22, 22', and the desorb
valves 24, 24' are closed, 1solating the screen 14 against
inadvertent or premature exposure to contaminants.

At the beginning of the adsorb phase, a means for
inducing a moving {irst, or main, gas stream 1s actuated to
induce a flow of gas, typically ambient air. The moving first
gas stream 1s blown past the 1tem, person, or other sample to
be tested for the presence of target substances, and then on
into the short duct 20 leading to the screen 14. The means for
inducing the moving first gas stream may be a known type
of fan 32 with which to blow ambient air, or may be a source
of compressed filtered air, or a filtered mert gas or gas
mixture, depending upon the particular application of the
invention. The fan 32 for generating the large volume gas
stream tflow may be positioned “upstream”™ of the assembly
10, nearer the first adsorb valve 22, to “push” gas toward the
assembly, but may also, and in many applications may
preferably, be disposed “downstream” from the second
adsorb valve 22', to “suck” or “pull” the gas stream through
the assembly 10, as indicated 1n FIG. 1. The overall intention
of the 1nvention 1s to generate the necessary gas pressure
differential across the assembly 10, by any suitable means,
to provide for a large volume first gas stream flow through
the assembly and generally perpendicularly through the
screen 14.
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The volume discharge of the first moving gas stream 1s
widely variable and may be adapted to the particular use of
the 1nvention, and 1n consideration of the size of the screen
14, the speed with which the preconcentration must be
accomplished, and other factors. In a typical application
within, for example, a device for testing passengers boarding
aircrait, the volume of the moving gas stream comprising the
“adsorb flow” may be from about 64 ft°/min (30 liters/sec)
to about 340 ft*/min (160 liters/sec). The foregoing volume
discharge figures are by way of example, the only limiting
factor to larger flows being the pressure drop through the
assembly 10 and screen 14 and the ability of an auxiliary
exhaust blower (optional) to develop a given flow with a
ogrven pressure drop. In the case of a two horsepower fan 32,
for example, the apparatus of the invention may be devised
to operate with a static pressure drop of about 5 inches.

The moving first gas stream, as 1t blows past the 1tem to
be evaluated, dislodges particles from the item, including
any particles of the target substance that may be present
thereon, whereby the particles become entrained in the
moving gas stream. In alternative embodiments, the moving
gas stream, with target particles already mixed therein, may
be released under pressure from a containerized source of
gas to be evaluated.

When the means for inducing the first gas stream move-
ment 1s activated, as by the actuation of fan 32, the adsorb
valves 22, 22' are opened to permit the moving first gas
stream, with target particles entrained therein, to flow
toward the screen 14. The desorb valves 24, 24' remain
closed to prevent gas movement into or through the auxiliary
ducting 27, 27'. Preferably, the distance from the source of
the target particles to the screen 14 1s minimized to reduce
target particles loss from premature adhesion to the walls of
duct 20, etc.; the service of a diaphragm shutter as the
upstream adsorb valve 22 aids in the minimalization of the
moving gas stream flow path length.

The moving first gas stream passes through the upstream
adsorb valve 22 and perpendicularly to the screen 14, and
passes through the screen 14. By placing the screen or
screens across the large volume air stream, the first gas
stream must pass through the screen 14 to exit the precon-
centrator assembly 10. As the gas stream passes through the
screen 14 at least some of the particles entrained 1n the gas
strecam are caught by the screen, as by absorption and/or
adhesion. The screen 14 thus acts essentially as a filter or
collector for catching particles, including target particles,
and removing them from the moving gas stream. Thus,
particularly with the use of a metallic felt matrix screen, the
probability of particles exiting the apparatus of the invention
without striking and “sticking” to the screen 14 1s low. Most
explosives particles are, for example, between about 10
microns and about 100 microns in diameter; the preferred
screen 14 used 1n the mvention 1s a metal felt with a
minimum pore size of 60 microns, and thereby preconcen-
trates explosive particles for detection. Other applications of
the mvention may incorporate screens which collect smaller
particles, or pass larger particles than 60 microns.

Particles borne by the moving gas stream continue to
accumulate upon the screen 14 for the duration of the
stream’s passage through the screen. The duration of the
large volume flow of the moving gas stream 1s dependent
upon the application for which the invention is being used.
In an airport passenger screening situation, by way of
non-limiting example, the moving gas stream 1s allowed to
flow through the screen 14 for approximately 10 seconds,
which we have determined to be an adequate duration to
permit sufficient collection of target particles upon a screen




US RE33,797 E

13

14 of about 130 square inches. The cumulative total volume
of gas passed through the screen 14 during a single typical
adsorb cycle in such an instance is about 51 ft° (1,500 liters).
In situations where rapid cycle time 1s of primary concern
(such as at airports), more than one preconcentrator assems-
bly 10 may be used concurrently, with two or more assem-
blies ducted 1n parallel to permit a shorter “adsorb” time. For
example, two assemblies 10 configured 1n parallel flow can
process a given volume of a moving gas stream at twice the
rate of a single assembly 10, permitting the time duration of
flow to be reduced by hallf.

At the timed conclusion of the adsorb phase, during which
target particles are collected and retained upon the screen 14,
the adsorb valves 22, 22" are closed to interrupt the passage
of the first gas stream through the apparatus. The fan 32 may,
but 1s not necessarily, also turned off. The passage of the
moving gas stream through the screen 14 1s terminated,
leaving a quantity of particles adsorbed upon the screen 14.

Accordingly, a dilute sample of target particles are col-
lected from the large volume moving gas stream, and
preconcentrated 1n a much smaller volume upon the screen
14. Retained upon the screen 14, the preconcentrated target
particles are 1 a position to be delivered directly to a
detector 36 by means of a cross-flow of a separately origi-
nated cross-flow of carrier gas.

The desorb phase of the practice of the invention 1s
characterized mainly by the generation of a cross flow of a
carrier gas past the screen 14. The cross flow of carrier gas
removes the accumulated particles from the screen 14 for
transport to a detection unit 36. In the preferred
embodiment, the desorb phase also includes the heating of
the screen 14 to promote the desorption of the accumulated
particles from the screen 14. The performance of the inven-
tion 1s dramatically improved by the incorporation of a
heatable screen 14, although 1nexpensive alternative
embodiments need not necessarily use a heatable screen 14
clement. As previously detailed herein, the screen 14 in the
preferred embodiment 1s electrically conductive metallic felt
or woven wire mesh, such that resistance to electrical current
through the screen 14 provides the desired elevation in
screen temperature. Alternative modes of heating the screen
14 are within the scope of the invention, as are embodiments
utilizing non-conductive screens which do not imnvolve the
heating step. Alternative, suitable means and modes of
heating the screen 14 include, for example, the use of quartz
lamps and lasers to provide rapid or “flash” intermittent
heating of the screen. In addition, the hot carrier gas can

serve this purpose.

In the preferred embodiment, after the adsorb valves 22,
22" are closed to interrupt the flow of the main gas stream
through the screen 14, the screen 14 1s heated. A voltage 1s
applied to the screen 14 by way of the electrically conduc-
five leads 40, 40', contact clip 49 and contact blocks 29, 29'
to supply electric current through the screen 14. (Screen 14
and contact blocks 29, 29' are electrically insulated from the
other principal components of the assembly 10 by the
insulator plates 18, 18'.) Preferably, alternating current is
used, supplied through wiring from a conventional AC
power source 38. In one embodiment using for a screen 14
a sheet of metallic felt about 130 square 1nches, AC current
at 18 volts and 500 amperes 1s supplied to the screen. The
clectrical resistance in the screen 14 causes the screen to
warm from room temperature to, for example, about 200° C.
to promote desorption of the particles from the screen 14.

The screen 14 warms rapidly, and the current 1s turned off
after about 1-5 seconds.

While or immediately after the screen 14 1s warmed, the
desorb valves 24, 24' are opened to generate a cross-flow of
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carrier gas from a source 34 thereof to and parallel across the
(preferably heated) screen 14. One of desorb valves, the
carrier gas inlet valve 24, when open allows the carrier gas
to flow from the source 34 into the confined space between
the panels 51, 51'. The downstream desorb valve or carrier
gas outlet valve 24" 1s operable to control the flow of carrier
out the exit block 52, away from the screen 14 and toward
the particle detector 36. This cross flow releases particles
collected on the screen 14 and blows the released particles
away from the screen 14 but parallel to it. The particles,
including target particles, are released from the screen 14,
become entrained 1n the carrier gas stream, and are carried
immediately to the detector 36.

The carrier gas stream preferably 1s a low-discharge of
iert gas or filtered air, which dislodges the particles from
the screen 14 without introducing contamination into the
system. The means for generating the cross-flow of the
carrier gas may be a second fan 34, or alternatively may be
a simple source of clean pressurized gas.

The carrier gas stream cross-flow discharge 1s consider-
ably smaller than the first main moving gas stream. In one
preferred embodiment, the low volume cross flow during the
desorb phase is about 8.5 ft°/hr (67 ml/sec). However, the
uselful discharge in other applications can range from near
zero to values approaching the volumes used in the first
main, moving gas stream. The discharge value for the carrier
gas cross-flow 1s a function of, among other things, the
particular type of detector 36 1n use. The time duration of
carrier gas cross-flow also depends upon the particular
application of the invention. In one preferred embodiment,
the cross-flow lasts from about one to about five seconds.

There 1s an advantage 1n making the time duration of the
carrier gas cross flow comparatively short. The best sample
concentration occurs at the very beginning of the cross flow
out of the space between the panels 51, 51', sometimes called
the “plug flow.” Plug flow 1s the phenomenon whereby a
bulk volume of gas 1s moved from one location to another
with little mixing within that volume. The invention’s per-

formance 1s enhanced when a plug flow 1s delivered from the
screen 14 to the detector 36.

The invention also offers the advantage of a carrier gas
cross-flow parallel to the screen 14, rather than a flow of
carrier gas through the screen. By employing a cross-tlow,
rather than through-tflow, of carrier gas, the tremendous
pressure drops that otherwise may occur through the screen
14 during the desorb phase are avoided. A large pressure
drop during the desorb phase requires the use of a high-
pressure discharge of carrier gas that overwhelms the capa-
bilities of many standard detector devices. The carrier gas
flow of the present invention may be generated using
comparatively low pressures.

Target particles entrained into the cross-flowing carrier
gas are carried directly to the detector 36. Detector 36 1s any
of the devices known for detecting and/or measuring par-
ticles and/or particle concentrations. The detector 36 prei-
erably 1s an 1on mobility spectrometer, particularly if the
invention 1s to be used to detect particles of explosives. Ion
mobility spectrometers are a device known 1n the art of
detecting dilute quantities of particles. Other detectors suit-
able or adaptable for use 1n the mvention include, without
limitation: an Electron Capture Device (ECD), which can
detect explosives but perhaps not narcotics; gas
chromatograph, chemiluminescence device (both of which
detection methods are less desirable for detecting particles
of narcotics); mass spectrometer (suitable for detecting a
wide variety of target particles, including explosives and
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narcotics); [TMS® (Ion Trap Mobility Spectrometer, for
detecting both explosives and narcotics), and Thermo-
Redox. The detector 36 provides to the operator a measure-
ment of the concentration of target particles in the carrier gas
stream. In one embodiment of the invention, the detector 36
1s connected to an audible or visual alarm 1n the event target
particles are detected above a predetermined concentration.

The detection (or non-detection) of target particles com-
pletes the desorb phase of the operation of the invention
After the desorb cycle 1s completed, the desorb valves 24,
24 are closed and the adsorb valves 22, 22' may again be
opened to 1nitiate another preconcentration cycle, 1f desired.

Broadly summarized, therefore, the method of the imnven-
tion includes the steps of disposing across the first gas
stream at least one gas-pervious screen, so that the first gas
stream passes through the screen and at least some of the
particles are caught upon the screen; interrupting the passage
of the first air stream through the screen; after interrupting
the passage of the first gas stream, then generating a cross-
flow of a carrier gas stream parallel past the screen, so that
particles caught upon the screen are entrained 1nto the carrier
gas stream; and then directing the carrier gas stream to a
particle detector.

Further detailed particulars of the design of the assembly
10 are within the understanding of persons of ordinary skill
in the art. Known principles of design and engineering may
be used to modily or adapt the apparatus of the invention to
differing uses. The apparatus may be modified to account
for, for example, the relationship between numbers of
screens 15, 15" and resulting pressure drop in the large
volume moving gas stream. The surface area of screen
required to adsorb certain particles 1s correlated with the size
(horsepower) of the fan 32 required for the large volume gas
stream. Alternative embodiments employing a plurality of
small wire mesh screens providing large surface areas and
ogood particle collection also cause large pressure drops and
require a higher-powered fan 32. The opposite 1s true for one
open wire mesh, or metallic felt, screen 14.

Heating of the screens to release the vapors or particles 1s
optional but very preferred. The duration of applying current
to the screen 14 for heating directly impacts the release of
target particles to be transported to the particle detector 36.
Excessive heating can result in the loss of sample due to
particle destruction. Therefore, adapted variations to the
invention account for target particle chemistry to avoid
destroying particles while heating the screen 14.

Various embodiments of the invention may desirably be
provided with means and methods for cleaning the screen
14. After prolonged use, the screen 14 may become covered
with nontarget debris, such as lint, hair, dust and the like,
which may impair the performance of the apparatus.
Embodiments of the invention may incorporate a screen 14
that may be slidably removable from between the panels 51,
51' to be cleaned of debris by rinsing, brushing, or blowing,
and then slidably re-inserted into position for use.
Alternatively, means may be provided for cleaning the
screen 14 1n situ, for example by reversing the direction of
gas flow through the screen 14 to perform a “back flushing”
of the screen. Still further, an automated mechanical brush or
rake may be supplied periodically to sweep the face of the
screen 14 free of accumulated debris.

Although the mvention has been described in detail with
particular reference to these preferred embodiments, other
embodiments can achieve the same results. Variations and
modifications of the present invention will be obvious to
those skilled i1n the art and 1t 1s intended to cover in the
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appended claims all such modifications and equivalents. The
entire disclosures of all references, applications, patents, and
publications cited above are hereby incorporated by refer-
ence.

We claim:

1. An apparatus for concentrating vapor or particles
entrained 1n a moving air stream said apparatus comprising:

at least one pervious screen disposed substantially per-
pendicularly to the air stream, whereby the air stream
passes through said screen and at least some of the
particles or vapor are caught upon said screen;

means for interrupting the passage of the air stream
through said at least one screen;

[means for heating said at least one screen;] and

means for generating a carrier gas stream cross-flow past
said at least one screen, whereby particles or vapor
caught upon said screen are entrained into the carrier
gas stream.

2. An apparatus according to claim 1, further comprising

a fan for inducing the movement in the air stream.

3. An apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said means
for mterrupting the passage of the air stream comprises at
least one diaphragm shutter.

4. An apparatus according to claim 1 wherein said means
for generating a crosstlow of a carrier gas stream comprises
a carrier gas outlet valve comprising, a diaphragm shutter.

5. An apparatus according to claim 4 wherein said at least
one pervious screen comprises a plurality of substantially
parallel screens.

6. An apparatus according to claim 4 further comprising
means for heating the at least one screen.

7. An apparatus according to claim 6 wherein said at least
one screen comprises an electrically conductive screen and
saild means for heating comprises means for supplying
electric current 1n said screen.

8. An apparatus according to claim 5 wherein said screens
comprise woven wire mesh.

9. An apparatus according to claim 7 wherein said screen
comprises at least one sheet of metallic felt.

10. An apparatus according to claim 9 further comprising
a means for detecting vapor particles entrained i1n said
carrier gas stream.

11. An apparatus according to claim 10 wherein said
means for detecting comprises an 10n mobility spectrometer.

12. An apparatus for detecting particles or vapor com-
prising a metallic felt screen in communication with a
detector, wherein the detector can detect trace amounts of
contraband.

13. An apparatus for detecting particles or vapor com-
PpYLISINg.

(a) a metallic felt screen in communication with a detector
and in communication with a main gas stream genera-
lor to generate a main gas stream, wherein the metallic
felt screen is disposed such that it is substantially
perpendicular to the main gas stream; and

(D) a carrier gas stream generator in communication with
the metallic felt screen to present a carrier gas stream
o the metallic felt screen, which carrier gas stream
then continues to the detector.

14. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the carrier gas
stream generator, the metallic felt screen, and the detecior
communicate with one another by way of a gas flow path.

15. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the gas flow path
comprises a structure to contain and direct the carrier gas
stream.

16. The apparatus of claim 14, wherein the gas flow path
comprises a duct.
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17. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the carrier gas
siream generator cCOmprises a Suction generaror.

18. The apparatus of claim 13, wherein the carrier gas
stream generator presents the carrier gas stream fo the
metallic felt screen in a cross flow.

19. The apparatus of claim 18, wherein the cross flow is
parallel to the metallic felt screen.

20. The apparatus of claims 12 or 13, further comprising
a heater to heat the metallic felt screen.

21. The apparatus of claims 12 or 13, further comprising
an intake duct in communication with the metallic felt screen
to intake and direct the main gas stream to the metallic felt
screen.

22. The apparatus of claim 21, comprising an exhaust
duct in communication with the intake duct to exhaust the
main gas stream dafter it has been directed to the metallic felt
screen.

23. The apparatus of claims 12 or 13, wherein the
detector comprises an ton mobtlity spectrometer, an electron
capture device, a gas chromatograph, a chemiluminescence
device, a mass spectrometer, an ton trap mobility
spectrometer, or a thermo redox device.

24. An apparatus for detecting particles or vapor com-
prising:

(a) an intake duct;

(b) a main gas stream generator,

(¢) a metallic felt screen;

(d) an exhaust duct,
(e) a carrier gas stream generator; and

(/) a detector;

wherein the ntake duct communicates with the metallic
felt screen and with the exhaust duct to intake and
direct a main gas stream to the metallic felt screen
where the metallic felt screen is disposed such that it is
substantially perpendicular to the main gas stream
whereby the main gas stream passes through the metal-
lic felt screen and at least some of the particles or vapor
are caught upon the screen, whereafter the main gas
stream 1s exhausted by the exhaust duct, and wherein
the carrier gas stream generator communicates with
the metallic felt screen and with the detector to present
a carrier gas stream to the metallic felt screen, where-
after the carrier gas stream is directed to the detector:

138

25. A method of detecting particles or vapor on an item
COMprising:
(a) dislodging the particles or vapor from the item;

(b) adsorbing the dislodged particles or vapor to a
metallic felt screen;

(¢) desorbing the adsorbed particles or vapor;

(d) directing the desorbed particles or vapor to a detec-

for; and

%" (e) detecting the desorbed particles or vapor

20. The method of claim 25, wherein dislodging the
particles or vapor from the item and adsorbing the dislodged
parfticles or vapor to the metallic felt screen comprises:

(a) disposing the metallic felt screen such that it is
substantially perpendicular to a main gas stream,
wherein the main gas stream is induced past the item (o
dislodge the particles or vapor from the item;

15

(b) entraining the dislodged particles or vapor in the main

20 gas stream; and

(¢) directing the main gas stream having the entrained
particles or vapor through the metallic felt screen,
whereby the particles or vapor are adsorbed.

27. The method of claim 26, wherein the main gas stream

Is induced by a fan.

28. The method of claim 26, wherein desorbing the
particles or vapor comprises generating a carrier gas
stream and directing it to the metallic felf screen.

29. The method of claim 28, wherein the carrier gas
stream 1s generated by suction.

30. The method of claim 28, wherein the carrier gas
stream 1s directed to the metallic felt screen in a cross flow.

31. The method of claim 30, wherein the cross flow is
35 parallel to the metallic felt screen.

32. The method of claim 206, wherein desorbing the
particles or vapor comprises heating the metallic felt screen.
33. The method of claim 26, wherein the particles or
vapor are detected by an ion mobility spectrometer, electron

capture device, a gas chromatograph, a chemiluminescence
device, a mass spectrometer, an ion trap mobility
spectrometer, or a thermo redox device.
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