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(57) ABSTRACT

A tee divider for a golf ball driving range 1s provided of
unitary construction having an upstanding wall and a
console-like formation at one end thereof provided with
outwardly opening storage pockets for articles, said pockets
having drains for eliminating liquid accumulating 1n said
pockets and grooves 1 a surface of said formation for
holding a golf club in a vertical position. The divider has
laterally protruding flanges for anchoring 1t at the site of the
tee provided on the golf driving range.

20 Claims, 4 Drawing Sheets

R T

SHETIrED

Ve ess vl
'rJ«LiT-_!u-‘Iﬂ?‘!“'[’

\ 2R
R
-l 'I‘:I

13




U.S. Patent Jan. 9, 2001 Sheet 1 of 4 US RE37,013 E

FIG. 1

L
(& 38

)
XL T

SNHHTCITEY A

o=l =~ gy {
flee ..""1';1‘:!’--

\*iRanrie ]
"I“E’nﬁ-;@

13

\

. &7

ii LT

1

l-i-
P dar. . tee, 2
"'l' l‘ - . ". l' :'l
iiiiii
( ‘ r* !
LY I.. f'f'
fl.. i 'u
o . afat iy d AIIH
"lf 'r F {. lr.' ‘.: 'L N}
'1 "‘ ¢, 1 i % . L | '
d I.II‘I i ‘ll:'f . ‘f' . 'y .*'.ll
b, Vot epet o R, P L)
fl.u':l Fiy \'..1. y - 1 { '

"-" g ¢ di s a
CHT A R TR AL TP oY N
.:r"“.." ] "'ll‘- :.r'r:.t':lﬁi 5‘1"‘:‘!’-‘”"':: ': 'Jz
A R Tk T R A
~t ', aPan "I". ‘.. Vg
LY e IR o Wy gope. 19,
LA A "-li“'""-" =
l: -'l' | la'ﬂ.{ .F.‘
" I-i-i‘ r"'it i “r
ordite,

|

ul'

13




U.S. Patent Jan. 9, 2001 Sheet 2 of 4 US RE37,013 E




U.S. Patent Jan. 9, 2001 Sheet 3 of 4 US RE37,013 E

- - L ] s
| B I | —% ] L
T 1111 | (Y § 11§ . N T '™

10 22 8 35 34



U.S. Patent Jan. 9, 2001 Sheet 4 of 4 US RE37,013 E




US RE37,013 E

1
TEE DIVIDER FOR GOLF DRIVING RANGE

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi-
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates generally to golf ball driving ranges
and more particularly, relates to a novel tee divider adapted
to be installed to separate adjacent tee sites located on the
player stance areas of the range.

BACKGROUND THE INVENTION

The sport of golf has become more universally popular in
recent years with the advent of the televising of professional
and amateur tournaments. This popularity has generated
increased development of so-called local daily-fee golf
courses throughout the United States and 1n some foreign
countries. Also, the number of golf ball driving ranges has
proliferated.

The conventional golf driving range provides a quantity
of tee sites for use by players from which to drive the golf
balls to far reaching arcas of the range. Such tee sites are
locations usually delineated by individual grass areas, mats
or platforms arranged 1n sequence along the area assigned
from which the player drives the golf balls. These golf
driving ranges enable a golfer to practice his golf strokes in
carly spring before embarking on his more or less regular
play on a golf course during the golf season.

The divider embodying the invention 1s adapted to be
installed between adjacent tee sites of a golf ball driving
range as a divider to separate adjacent tee sites and the two
players on the respective tee sites when they are driving golf
balls. Further, this tee divider has an upper enlarged flat
surface 1n which 1s provided a recessed pocket for holding
a pail or bucket of golf balls and one or more recessed
pockets for holding a beverage can, glass or cup. Liquid
drammage means for said pockets are provided. The rear end
of the divider has at least one elongated slot or groove 1nto
which the shaft of a golf club can be 1nserted for holding the
club 1n an upright position supported on the head of the club.

The tee divider embodying the invention preferably 1s a
unitary molded or cast member formed from a suitably
strong synthetic plastic material or a combination of mate-
rials suitable for providing the desired structural strength,
stability and ability to withstand exposure to the natural
elements, such as rain or snow.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The subject mvention comprises a tee divider of unitary
construction having an upstanding divider wall widened at
its base with laterally extending flanges for anchoring the
divider to the ground between adjacent tee site areas, said
wall having suitably dimensioned recessed pockets opening,
upwardly for holding articles such as a bucket of golf balls,
beverage cans or other beverage containers, said pockets
having drainage means for automatically draining liquid
entering 1nto the pockets, and means for holding one or more
oolf clubs 1n an upright position for ready access to the
golfer.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view of the tee divider embodying,
the invention and shown installed between two adjacent tee
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sites of the range. Further shown 1s a bucket for holding golt
balls received 1n a recessed pocket and a beverage container
received 1n a recessed pocket and an upright golf club with
its shaft received 1n an elongated slot or groove provided 1n
the tee divider for temporary storage of these items.

FIG. 2 1s a top plan view of the tee divider embodying the
invention without the bucket, beverage container or golf
club being shown.

FIG. 3 1s a side elevational view of the divider with a
portion of the upper front end broken away to show details
of the several means provided for holding the articles shown

in FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 1s a rear end-on elevational view of the divider
embodying the mvention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring to FIG. 1, the tee divider embodying the mnven-
tion 1s designated generally by the reference character 10.
The tee divider 10 1s shown 1n position to be 1installed
between the adjacent player designated 12. Such a stance
arca can conslist of a mat or platform 13 of suitable material
for the player to take his stance preparatory to driving the
oolf ball 14 1n place on the tee 16.

The tee divider 10 1s a unitary molded or cast member
having protruding elongated lateral flanges 18 and 20 along
opposite sides of the base 22. The flanges 18 and 20 are each
provided with a plurality of openings or cutouts 24 there-
through 1nto each of which can be 1nserted a fastener 26 for
removably anchoring the tee divider 10 to the ground 28
between the stance areas 12. The thusly anchored laterally
protruding flanges 18 and 20 serve to provide desired
stability against the divider 10 being tipped over madvert-
ently during play on either side of the tee divider.

Upstanding from the base 22 1s a wall 30 which extends
continuously from the front end 32 toward the rear end 34.
In each face of the wall 30 are provided strengthening ribs
33. The flat upper surface 36 of wall 30 1s pitched to extend
rearwardly from front end 32 at an approximate 15° angle
pitch for approximately two-thirds (%53) of the length of the
divider where said surface 36 1s expanded to provide a {flat,
enlarged surface area 38 which extends to the rear end 34.
The divider 10 also 1s enlarged at 1ts rear end 34 to provide
a console-like formation 35 to enable the pockets to be
provided.

A cylindrical pocket or recess 40 1s formed 1n said surface
arca 38. Also formed in said area 38 1s a pair of smaller
diameter cylindrical pockets or recesses 42. The pockets 40
and 42 each open to said surface arca 38 and are closed at
their bottom ends by the floor wall 44 formed 1n the 1nterior
of the divider 10, as seen 1 FIG. 3. The pockets are
cylindrical in configuration and 1ndividually sized to accept
a golf ball bucket 44 1n pocket 40 and beverage containers,
such as 46 1n pockets 42. The container 46 can be a soda can
or coflee cup, as examples. Of course, the pockets can
function as storage pockets for other articles.

Each of the pockets 40 and 42 has a slot 48 connecting to
the pocket and suitably pitched toward rear end 34 for liquid
drainage purposes.

In the rounded rear end 34 1s provided a series of
clongated grooves 50 dimensioned to accept the shaft 52 of
a club 54 standing upright on the head 56 of the club with
the grip end 38 readily accessible to the golfer.

It will be appreciated that the dimensions and placement
of the pockets 40 and 42 1n surface 38 as well as the drainage
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means 48 may be varied without departing from the intended
function of these pockets and draimmage means within the
purview of the invention as claimed. Likewise, this would be
true 1 modifying the dimensions and configuration of the
wall 30 within the purview of the mvention.

We claim:

1. A tee divider for a golf ball driving range comprising,
a vertically arranged imperforate wall having a canted upper
surface, said wall having laterally extending flange means at
the base thereof for anchoring the tee divider at the tee sites,
a console-like formation connected to an end of said wall
and extending forwardly from and aligned with said wall,
sald formation having a planer surface at the upper end
thereof and upwardly opening storage means 1n said planar
surface for holding articles therein, and liquid drainage
means connected with said storage means.

2. A tee divider as claimed 1n claim 1 1n which said storage
means 1ncludes a cylindrical pocket suitably dimensioned
for holding a bucket or pail of golf balls.

3. A tee divider as claimed 1n claim 2 which includes at
least one cylindrical pocket for holding a beverage container.

4. A tee divider as claimed i claam 1 having groove
means 1n said console formation for maintaining a golf club
shaft vertically supported on the head of the club.

5. A tee divider as claimed 1n claim 1 which comprises a
unitary structure.

6. A tee divider as claimed 1n claim 2 1n which said means
at the base of the wall comprises laterally extending flanges
adapted to receive fasteners therethrough.

7. A tee divider as claimed in claim 1 in which said
drainage means comprise canted runway slots for eliminat-
ing liquid accumulating 1n said storage means.

8. A tee divider for a golf ball driving range comprising,
a unitary structure including an upstanding fin-like wall
having laterally extending flanges at the base thereof, and a
console formation extending from said wall, said formation
having a flat, canted upper surface extending to the extrem-
ity thereof, upwardly opening pockets 1n said upper surface
for storage of articles therein, groove means 1n said extrem-
ity constructed and arranged to receive the shaft of a golf
club therein.

9. A tee divider as claimed in claim 8 which includes
liquid drainage runways connected to the pockets.

10. A tee divider as claimed 1n claim 9 1n which one of
said pockets 1s cylindrical 1 configuration for storing a
bucket or pail of golf balls.

11. A tee divider as claimed in claim 8 1n which said
ogroove means are vertically oriented for engaging the shaft
whereby to support the club vertically against the console.

12. A tee divider for a golf ball driving range comprising,
a unitary structure including a vertically arranged, continu-
ously extending, imperforate fin-like wall, said wall having
an upper surface pitched at an angle of approximately 15°
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to extend rearwardly and downwardly from a front end
toward a rear end of said wall for at least a major portion

of the length of the tee divider, a console-like formation
integrally formed in a portion of the wall and means
assoctated with said unitary structure for anchoring the tee
divider at a tee site.

13. A tee divider as claimed in claim 12 in which said wall
has a patr of faces and each of said faces has at least one
strengthening rib formed therein.

14. A tee divider as claimed in claim 12 in which said
major portion of the length of the tee divider is approxi-
mately two-thirds of the length of the tee divider

15. A tee divider as claimed in claim 12, wherein the
console-like formation is formed in said rear end of said
wall and extending from and aligned with said wall.

16. A tee divider as clatmed n claim 15 in which said
console-like formation has a flat upper surface enlarged in
relation to said upper surface of said wall.

17. A tee divider as claimed in claim 16 including at least
one upwardly opening pocket in said flat upper surface of
said console-like formation for holding an article therein.

18. A tee divider for a golf ball driving range comprising,
a unitary structure including a vertically arranged imper-

forate fin-like wall having a canted upper surface, a console-

like formation integral with one end of said wall and
extending from and aligned with said wall, said formation
having an upper surface enlarged in relation to said upper
surface of said wall, said formation upper surface defining
an upwardly facing storage area, and laterally extending

30 flange means associated with said unitary structure for
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anchoring the tee divider at a tee site.

19. A tee divider for a golf ball driving range comprising,
a unitary structure including a base defined by laterally
extending flanges, a vertically disposed, continuously
extending, fin-like wall upstanding from said base and
having a canted upper surface, and an enlargement at one
end of said wall defining a console-like formation extending

from and aligned with said wall, said console-like formation

having an upwardly opening pocket formed therein adapted
fo recetve arficles.

20. A tee divider for a golf ball driving range, comprising.

a unitary structure including a vertically arranged,
imperforate fin-like wall having a front end and a rear
end, the wall including an upper surface canted down-

wardly from the front end toward the rear end;

a base formed in the wall and having a laterally extending
flange; and

a forwardly extending console formed in the rear end, the

console including an upper surface generally circum-
scribing a storage area jormed in the console.
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