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1
FIGURE ENHANCING GARMENT

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi-
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions

made by reissue.
This 1s a continuation-in-part of application Ser. No.

08/670,607, filed on Jun. 26, 1996 and which designated the
U.S. and 1s now abandoned.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to clothing, and more particularly to
an adjustable garment that enhances the wearer’s figure.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Millions of men and [woman] women seek to improve
their appearance on a daily basis. They try dieting or
exercising, and some even fry surgery in an attempt to
improve the way they look. As an alternative or a supple-
ment to dieting, exercising and surgery, many individuals
have chosen to utilize a variety of garments that are mar-
keted as figure enhancing tools.

Active wear clothing has emerged 1n an area of popularity
for such garments. For example, certain shorts made from a
stretch polyester or nylon knit-type fabric such as Lycra™ or
Supplex™ are often marketed with the claim that the shorts
will enhance a wearer’s figure by improving the shape of the
wearer’s buttocks. However, contrary to these claims, many
of these garments are so tight that they flatten the wearer’s
buttocks 1nstead of 1improving its shape. Because the shorts
are so tight they are 1n essence a girdle and are uncomiort-
able to wear. For those shorts that fit comfortably, they do
not enhance or outline the wearer’s buttocks as claimed.

These active wear shorts also typically have a seam that
the runs downs the front of the shorts through the groin arca
and up the back of the shorts. The seam 1s directly in the
middle of the front of the shorts which proves to be a
troublesome location for a female wearer of the shorts.
Because of the seams location a condition develops that
tends to reveal the contours of a female wearer’s external
ogenitalia. The seam tends to cause the garment to ride up or
bind 1n the areca between and around the female wearer’s
labia resulting 1n not only an appearance that 1s undesirable,
but also 1n a condition that 1s both 1irritating and/or uncom-
fortable.

Therefore, 1t would be desirable to have a garment that
provides the desired outlining enhancement to the wearer’s
buttocks, that 1s comfortable to wear and that does not
undesirably ride up or bind on female wearers.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The figure enhancing garment of the present invention
serves to enhance a wearer’s figure by further outlining and
defining the wearer’s body contours 1n a comfortable man-
ner and tends to reduce the undesirable effects of the
cgarment riding or binding up on a female wearer. The figure
enhancing garment of the present invention 1s preferably
constructed of a stretch polyester or nylon knit type fabric
such as Lycra™ or Supplex™. In a preferred embodiment,
the garment includes a pair of pants having first and second
pant leg portions, a front panel portion, and a waistband,
formed 1n the top portion of the pair of pants. The first and
second pant leg portions are attached to the front panel using
first and second interconnected seams. The first and second
scams extend divergently from a crotch portion of the pants
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to the waistband of the pants. A third seam 1s interconnected
to the first and second seams and extends along the rear of
the pants upwardly from the crotch portion to the waistband.

The first, second and third seams are preferably con-
structed to form first, second and third tunnels 1n the fabric
of the pants. The first, second and third tunnels are inter-
connected adjacent the crotch portion of the pants and are
interconnected to a waistband tunnel constructed in the
waistband of the pants.

An adjustable pulley system extends throughout the first,
second, third and waistband tunnels. The pulley systems
includes a belt portion extending through the waistband
tunnel around a backside portion of the waistband, a first
clastic member extending through and between the first and
second tunnels along the first and second seams, and a
second elastic member extending through the third tunnel
along the third seam. The first elastic member 1s adjustably
interconnected to the belt portion in the waistband tunnel
adjacent the intersections between the waistband tunnel and
the first and second tunnel seams, while the second elastic
member 1s slidably connected to the belt portion in the
waistband tunnel and the first elastic member adjacent the
crotch portion of the pants.

The belt portion also includes a pair of rings attached to
its opposing ends. The opposing ends of the first elastic
member extend through the rings into the waistband tunnel.
Attached to the opposing ends of the first elastic member are
a pair of tie cords that extend through the waistband tunnel
and exit through a pair of holes cut into the waistband tunnel.

In operation, the wearer puts on the figure enhancing
carment, and then utilizes the pulley system to lift and shape
the wearer’s buttocks and further enhance the wearer’s
ficure by outlining the wearer’s body contours. This 1is
accomplished by pulling on the tie cords which 1n turn draws
the first elastic member through the rings, and further draws
the second elastic member upwardly and inwardly along the
backside of the garment. The drawing of the second elastic
member upwardly and inwardly tends to lift and separate the
wearer’s buttocks, and thus, further define or outline the
contours of the wearer’s body.

Alternatively, the first and second seams of the figure
enhancing garment are simple seams without tunnels formed
theremn. A pair of drawstrings are anchored 1n the crotch arca
and extend up through the tunnel of the third seam to the
tunnel 1n the waistband. At the intersection of the two
tunnels the drawstrings diverge and are directed 1n opposite
directions through the tunnel 1n the waist band by a ring or
button hole sewn therein. In operation, the wearer utilizes
the drawstrings to lift and shape the wearer’s buttocks and
further enhance the wearer’s figure by outlining the wearer’s
body contours. This 1s accomplished by pulling on the
drawstrings which draws the third seam inwardly and
upwardly along the backside of the garment. As with the
pulley system above, the drawing of the third seam upwardly
and mnwardly tends to lift and separate the wearer’s buttocks,
and thus, further define or outline the contours of the
wearer’s body.

An object of this invention 1s to provide an improved
figure enhancing garment.

Further objects and advantages of the present invention
will become apparent from a consideration of the drawings
and ensuing description.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s a front view of an embodiment of a figure
enhancing garment of the present invention.
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FIG. 2 1s a rear view of the embodiment of the figure
enhancing garment shown 1 FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 1s an 1sometric view of an embodiment of an
adjustable pulley system utilized in the figure enhancing
garment shown 1n FIGS. 1 and 2.

FIG. 4 1s a front view of an alternate embodiment of the
figure enhancing garment of the present invention.

FIG. 5 1s a rear view of the embodiment of the figure
enhancing garment shown in FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 1s a rear view of the embodiment of the figure
enhancing garment shown 1 FIGS. 4 and 5.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring now 1n detail to the drawings, therein 1llustrated
1s a preferred embodiment of a novel figure enhancing
carment of the present invention. Turning to FIGS 1 and 2,
the figure enhancing garment 1s shown as a pair of short
pants 10 for exemplary purposes only. Persons skilled 1in the
art will understand that the figure enhancing garment could
be embodied as shorts, long pants, briefs or swim wear.
Preferably, the garment 1s constructed from a stretch poly-
ester or nylon knit type fabric such as Lycra™ or Supplex™.

The shorts 10 include a right leg portion 12, a left leg
portion 14 and a “V” shaped front panel 16. The right and
left leg portions 12 and 14 are sewn together 1n the rear of
the shorts 10 forming a rear scam 18 that rises vertically
from the crotch area 20 to the top 22 of the shorts 10. The
front panel 16 1s sewn to the right and left leg portions 12
and 14 forming a pair of seams, the front right seam 24 and
the front left seam 26, that rise vertically in a divergent
manner from the crotch area 20 to the top 22 of the shorts
10 adjacent to the location of a wearer’s hips. The right and
left front seams 24 and 26 interconnect with each other and
with the rear seam 18 1n the crotch area 20. The seams 18,
24 and 26 are constructed 1n a manner known 1n the art to
form a tunnel 1n the fabric. Thus, the interconnected seams
18, 24 and 26 form interconnected tunnels through which
cotton cording or elastic strips pass.

A waist band 28 1s sewn around the top 22 of the shorts.
The waist band 28 includes a tunnel 30 formed in the waist
band 28 extending around the top 22 of the shorts 10. A pair
of holes 32 and 34 are cut into the waist band tunnel 30
adjacent to 1ts midpoint along the front panel 16. The tunnel

scams 18, 24 and 26 interconnect with the waist band tunnel
30 adjacent the top 22 of the shorts 10.

Turning to FIG. 3, an adjustable pulley system 35 1s
shown to mclude a belt portion 36 preferably formed from
cotton cording. A pair of rings 38 and 40, preferably made
from plastic or metal, are anchored to each of the opposing
ends 42 and 44 of the belt portion 36. The belt portion 36 1s
inserted 1n the waist band tunnel 30 along the backside of the
shorts 10 positioning the rings 38 and 40 adjacent to the
intersections between the waist band tunnel 14 and the right
and left front tunnel seams 24 and 26 adjacent the top of the
front panel 16.

A front elastic member 46, having a pair of tie cords 48
and 50 extending from its opposing ends 52 and 54, extends
through and between the right and left front tunnel scams 24
and 26. The opposing ends 52 and 54 of the front elastic
member 46 and attached tie cores 48 and 50 extend through
the rings 38 and 40 in the waist band tunnel 30 and pass
inwardly through the waist band tunnel 30 along the top of
the front panel 16. The ends 56 and 38 of the tie cords 48 and
50 are pulled through the pair of holes 32 and 34 to extend
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the tie cords 48 and 50 out of the waist band tunnel 30.
Preferably, the tie cores 48 and 50 are made from cotton
cording.

A rear elastic member 60, having a pair of loops 62 and
64 formed 1n 1ts opposing ends 66 and 68, extends through
the rear tunnel seam 18 from the intersection with the right
and left front tunnel seams 24 and 26 1n the crotch 20 of the
shorts 10 to the waist band tunnel 30. The loops 62 and 64
slidably capture the front elastic member 46 in the crotch
portion 20 of the shorts 10 and the belt portion 36 in the
waistband tunnel 30.

In operation, the wearer puts on the shorts 10, 1n custom-
ary fashion, and then utilizes the pulley system 35 to lift and
shape the wearer’s buttocks and further enhance the wear-
er’s figure by outlining the wearer’s body contours. This 1s
accomplished by pulling on the tie cords 48 and 50, which
in turn draws the front elastic member 46 through the rings,
38 and 40, and further draws the rear elastic member 60
upwardly and inwardly along the backside of the shorts 10.
The drawing of the rear elastic member 60 upwardly and
inwardly tends to lift and separate the wearer’s buttocks, and
thus, further define or outline the contours of the wearer’s
body.

Some of the benefits of the figure enhancing garment
include the adjustability of the built 1n pulley system 35
which allows a wearer to tighten the tie cords 48 and 50 to
achieve a desired level of outlining or contour defining, or
loosen the tie cords 48 and 50 to maintain a desired level of
comfort. In addition, the location of the right and left front
tunnel seams 24 and 26 tends to reduce the likelihood of the
carment riding or binding up on a female wearer and
resulting in the undesirable appearance and uncomifortable
condifion noted above.

In an alternate embodiment of the {figure enhancing
cgarment, a pair of shorts 110 are shown 1n FIGS. 4-6 to be
constructed similarly to the shorts 10 shown in FIGS. 1-2.
The shorts 110 include a right left portion 112, a left leg
portion 114, a “V” shaped front panel portion 116, a “V”
shaped rear panel portion 115 and a waist band 128. The
waistband 128 1s sewn to the top of the right and left leg
portions 112 and 114 and the top of the front and rear panel
portions 116 and 115 forming a top secam 129 that extends
around the perimeter of the shorts 110.

The right and left leg portions 112 and 114 are sewn to the
front and rear panel portions 116 and 115 forming two pair
of secams, the front right and left scams 124 and 126 and the
rear right and left seams 117 and 119, that rise vertically in
a divergent manner from the crotch area 120 along the front
and rear panel portions 116 and 115, respectively, to the top
scam 129. The right and left front seams 124 and 126
interconnect with the right and left rear seams 117 and 119
in the crotch area 120 at right and left interconnected

mnseams 125 and 127.

The rear panel portion 115 1s formed from right and left
panels 111 and 113. The right and left rear panels 111 and
113 are sewn together forming a central rear scam 118 along,
the center of the rear panel portion 115. The central rear
scam, 118 rises vertically from the crotch area 120 extending
from the mseams 125 and 127 to the top seam 129. The
central rear secams 118 1s constructed in a manner known 1n
the art to form a tunnel 121 in the fabric. The rear seam
tunnel 121 intersects with a tunnel 130 similarly formed in
the waist band 128. The waistband tunnel 130 extends
substantially all the way around the waist band 128. A hole
134 1s cut into the waist band tunnel 130 adjacent to a
midpoint of the waistband 128 along the front panel 116.
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Apair of drawstrings 136 and 137 are anchored at first end
in the crotch area 120 of the shorts 110 adjacent to the
inseams 125 and 127. The drawstrings 136 and 137 extend
from the crotch area 120 through the rear seam tunnel 121
up towards the intersection 131 between the rear seam
tunnel 121 and the waist band tunnel 130. The drawstrings
136 and 137 diverge at the intersection 131 and are directed
in opposite directions through the waist band tunnel 130 by
a ring 140, or alternatively a button hole, sewn therein. The
drawstrings 136 and 137 exit the tunnel 130 of the waistband
128 through the hole 134 cut 1n the tunnel 130 1n the front
of the waistband 128. The portion of the drawstrings 136 and
137 generally located between their anchors in the crotch
arca 120 and the intersection of the rear secam and waist band
tunnels 121 and 130 1s preferably made from a resilient
material similar to nylon fishing line which enables the
drawstrings 136 and 137 to easily slide or maneuver within
the rear seam tunnel 121. The portion of the drawstrings 136
and 137 generally located 1n the waist band tunnel 130 1s
preferably made from cotton cording. It may be desirable to
substitute an elastic material for all or part of the cotton
cording or fishing line material.

In operation, the wearer puts on the shorts 110, 1in cus-
tomary fashion, and then utilizes the drawstrings 136 and
137 to lift and shape the wearer’s buttocks and further
enhance the wearer’s figure by outlining the wearer’s body
contours. This 1s accomplished by pulling on the drawstrings
136 and 137 and drawing the drawstrings 136 and 137
through the ring 140 at the intersection 131 between the
tunnels 130 and 121. This action draws the rear central seam
118 upwardly and inwardly along the backside of the shorts
110. As with the pulley system noted above, the drawing of
the central rear seam 118 upwardly and inwardly tends to lift
and separate the wearer’s buttocks, and thus, further define
or outline the contours of the wearer’s body.

The benefits of the alternate embodiment of the figure
enhancing garment include the adjustability of the draw-
strings 136 and 137 which allows a wearer to tighten the
drawstrings 136 and 137 to achieve a desired level of
outlining or contour defining, or loosen the drawstrings 136
and 137 to maintain a desired level of comfort. In addition,
the location of the right and left front scams 124 and 126
tends to reduce the likelihood of the garment riding or
binding up on a female wearer and resulting in the undesir-
able appearance and uncomfortable condition noted above.

Thus, the figure enhancing garment of the present inven-
fion provides many benefits over the prior art. While the
above description contains many specificities, these should
not be constructed as limitations on the scope of the
invention, but rather as an exemplification of one preferred
embodiment thereof. Many other variations are possible.

Accordingly, the scope of the present invention should be
determined not by the embodiments 1llustrated above, but by
the appended claims and their legal equivalents.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A figure enhancing garment comprising:

a pair of pants, and

an adjustable pulley system built into the fabric of said
pair of pants, said adjustable pulley system comprising,
a belt portion having opposing ends, a first elastic
member adjustably coupled to said opposing ends of
said belt portion, and a second elastic member slidably
connected to said belt portion and said first elastic
member and extending therebetween.

2. The figure enhancing garment of claim 1 wherein said

pair of pants comprises
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first and second pant leg portions,
a front panel portion,

first and second interconnected seams extending diver-
gently from a crotch portion towards a portion of said
pair of pants and interconnecting said first and second
pant leg portions to said front panel portion, and

a third seam 1nterconnected to said first and second seams

and extending upwardly from the crotch portion
towards the top portion of said pair of panels and
interconnecting said first pant leg portion to said second
pant leg portion.

3. The figure enhancing garment of claim 2 wherein said
pair of pants further comprises a waistband formed 1n the top
portion of said pair of pants.

4. The figure enhancing garment of claim 3 wherein said
first, second and third seams are constructed to form first,
second and third tunnels along said first, second and third
secams, respectively, said first, second and third tunnels being
interconnected adjacent the crotch portion of said pair of
pants and being interconnected to a waistband tunnel con-
structed 1n said waistband of said pair of pants.

5. The figure enhancing garment of claim 3 wherein said
first, second and third seams are constructed to form first,
second and third tunnels 1n the fabric of said pair of pants,
said first, second and third tunnels being interconnected

adjacent the crotch portion of said pair of pants and being
interconnected to a waistband tunnel constructed in said

waistband of said pair of pants, wherein

said belt portion extends through said waistband tunnel
around a backside portion of said waistband,

said first elastic member extends through and between
said first and second tunnels along said first and second
secams, said first elastic member being adjustably inter-
connected to said belt portion adjacent intersections
between said waistband tunnel and said first and second
tunnel, and

said second elastic member extends through said third
tunnel along said third seam, said second elastic mem-
ber being slidably connected to said belt portion 1n said
waistband tunnel and said first elastic member adjacent
the crotch portion of said pair of pants.

6. An adjustable pulley system for a garment comprising

a belt portion including first and second opposing ends,

a first elastic member adjustably coupled to said first and
second opposing ends of said belt portion, and

a second elastic member slidably connected to said belt
portion and said first elastic member and extending
therebetween.

7. The adjustable pulley system of claim 6 wherein said

belt portion comprises

first and second rings attached to said first and second
ends, said first elastic member extending therethrough.
8. A figure enhancing garment comprising

first and second pant leg portions,
a front panel portion,

first and second interconnected seams extending diver-
gently from a crotch portion towards a top portion of
said pair of pants and interconnecting said first and
second pant leg portions to said front panel portion,

a third seam 1nterconnected to said first and second seams
and extending upwardly from the crotch portion
towards the top portion of said pair of pants and
interconnecting said first pant leg portion to said second
pant leg portion, and

an adjustable pulley system built into said first and second
leg portions and said front panel portion along said first,
second, and third seams.
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9. The figure enhancing garment of claim 8 further
comprising a waistband formed along the top portion of said
first and second leg and front panel portions.

10. The figure enhancing garment of claim 9 wherein said
first, second and third seams are constructed to form first,
second and third tunnels along said first, second, and third
secams, respectively, said first, second and third tunnel being
interconnected adjacent a crotch portion of the figure
enhancing garment and being interconnected to a waistband
tunnel constructed 1n said waistband.

11. The figure enhancing garment of claim 10 wherein

said adjustable pulley system comprises

a belt portion extending through said waistband tunnel
around a backside portion of said waistband,

a first elastic member extending through and between said
first and second tunnels along said first and second

scams, said first elastic member being adjustably inter-
connected to said belt portion adjacent intersections
between said waistband tunnel and said first and second
tunnels, and

a second elastic member extending through said third
tunnel along said third seam, said second elastic mem-
ber being slidably connected to said belt portion 1n said
waistband tunnel and said first elastic member adjacent
the crotch portion of the figure enhancing garment.

12. The figure enhancing garment of claim 11 wherein

said belt portion comprises

first and second opposing ends, and

first and second rings attached to said first and second
ends, said first elastic member extending therethrough.
13. A figure enhancing garment comprising,

first and second pant leg portions,

a front panel portion,

first and second [interconnect] interconnected seams
extending divergently from a crotch portion towards a
top portion of said first and second pant leg portions,
and 1nterconnecting said first and second pant leg
portions to said front panel portion,

a third seam 1nterconnected to said first and second seams
and extending upwardly from the crotch portion
towards the top portion of said pair of pants and
interconnecting said first pant leg portion to said second
pant leg portion, said third seam being constructed to
form a first tunnel along said third seam,

a waistband attached to aid first and second pant leg
portions and said [from] front panel portion, said waist-
band including a second tunnel formed therein, said
seccond tunnel being interconnected with said {first
tunnel, and

first and second drawstrings extending through said first

and second tunnels.

14. The figure enhancing garment of claim 13, further
comprising a ring positioned adjacent to an intersection
between said first and second tunnels, said ring being
operably coupled to said first and second drawstrings.

15. The figure enhancing garment of claim 13, further
comprising a button-hole formed adjacent to an intersection
between said first and second tunnels, said button-hole being,
operably coupled to said first and second drawstrings.

16. A figure enhancing garment comprising,

a pair of pants having first and second pant leg portions,
a front panel portion,

first and second interconnected seams extending diver-

gently from a crotch portion towards a top portion of
said pair of pants and attaching said first and second

pant leg portions to said front panel portion,
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a third seam 1nterconnected to said first and second seams
and extending upwardly from the crotch portion
towards the top portion of said pair of pants and
attaching said first pant leg portion to said second pant
leg portion,

a waistband formed 1n the top portion of said pair of pants,
a first tunnel formed 1n said waistband, and

a second tunnel formed along said third secam and inter-
connected to said first tunnel, and

an adjustable pulley system built 1into said pair of pants.

17. The figure enhancing garment of claim 16 wherein
said adjustable pulley system comprises a pair of draw-
strings anchored at one end adjacent to the crotch portion
and extending through said first and second tunnels.

18. The figure enhancing garment of claim 17 wherein
said adjustable pulley system further comprises a ring posi-
tioned adjacent an intersection between said first and second
tunnels, said ring being operably connected to said pair of
drawstrings.

19. A figure enhancing system comprising

a garment having a waist portion, a crotch portion, a front
portion extending between said croich portion and said
waist portion, and a rear portion extending between
said crotch portion and said waist portion,

a first tunnel formed in said waist portion,

a second tunnel formed in said rear portion and extending
from said crotch portion to said waist portion where
said second tunnel is interconnected to said first tunnel,
and

an adjustment system built into said garment.

20. The figure enhancing system of claim 19 wherein said
adjustment system comprises a pair of drawstrings anchored
at one end adjacent to sad croich portion and extending
through said first and second tunnels of said garment.

21. The figure enhancing system of claim 20 wherein said
adjustment system further comprises a ring positioned adja-
cent an intersection between said first and second tunnels,
said ring being operably connected to said pair of draw-
SIYings.

22. A figure enhancing system comprising.

a garment having front, rear and waist portions, and

a drawstring extending upwardly and centrally along said
rear portion and further extending substantially around
said waist portion.

23. The figure enhancing system of claim 22 wherein said
garment comprises first and second pant leg portions, said
first and second pant leg portions being interconnected to
one another and to saitd waitst portion and a crotch portion.

24. The figure enhancing system of claim 22 wherein said
drawstring is anchored to said garment adjacent a croich
portion of said garment.

25. A figure enhancing garment comprising

first and second pant leg portions,

a waist portion formed adjacent to a top of said first and
said pant leg portions, and

a drawstring extending from a crotch portion cenirally
along a rear portion to and substanitally around said
Wwatst portion.
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20. The figure enhancing garment of claim 25 further
COMPFISING
a first tunnel formed in said waist portion and extending
substantially therearound, and

a second tunnel extending from said croich portion along
the rear of the garment to said waist portion and
interconnecting to said first tunnel, said drawstring
extending through said first and second tunnels.

27. The figure enhancing garment of claim 26 further

comprising a seam interconnecting satd first and second

10

pant leg portions in the rear of the figure enhancing garment
and extending from said crotch portion to at least said waist
portion wherein said second tunnel is formed along said
seam.

28. The figure enhancing garment of claim 26 further
comprising a ring positioned adjacent to an intersection
between said first and second tunnels, said ring being
operably coupled to said drawstring.



UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

PATENT NO. : RE 36,905 Page 1 of 1
DATED : October 10, 2000
INVENTOR(S) : Noble et al.

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent Is
hereby corrected as shown below:

Column 3,
Line 18, please change “FIGS” to -- FIGS. --.
Line 63, please change “cores” to -- cords --.

Column 4,

Line 2, please change “cores” to -- cords --.

Line 37, please change “right left portion” to -- right leg portion --.
Line 59, please change “seam,” to -- seam --.

Line 61, please change “seams” to -- seam --.

Column 8,
Line 38, please change “sad” to -- said --.

Signed and Sealed this

Twelfth Day of November, 2002

Afttest:

JAMES E. ROGAN
Artesting Officer Direcror of the United States Patent and Trademark Office
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