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COMBINED FLORAL DISPLAY AND
KEEPSAKE

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi-
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

This invention relates to a combined floral display and
keepsake, and more particularly, to such a combination in
which the keepsake 1s elevated above the floral display and
maintains 1ts decorative and useful functions after the tloral
arrangement has been discarded.

2. Description of Prior Art

Floral and other decorative arrangements are common
o1fts for a variety of occasions. It 1s popular among florists
to sell floral arrangements along with keepsakes or decora-
five objects, such as candles, lamps, or statuettes, that
continue to be useful and meaningful to the recipient of the
o1ft after the floral arrangement 1s no longer fresh and has
been discarded.

In the prior art, there are three general types of devices
available for such purposes:

(1) Florists have clipped or tied keepsakes to the sides of
floral arrangements. Although these devices are simple, they
are difficult to transport, store, and deliver. In addition, 1t 1s
often difficult to attach a keepsake, such as a hurricane lamp,
to a floral arrangement without a more complicated attach-
ment mechanism.

(2) Keepsakes and floral arrangements have been com-
bined where the keepsakes are positioned 1 a foam block
along with the flowers. These arrangements are ecasier to
transport than devices that simply attach the keepsakes to the
sides of the arrangements. Placing the keepsake into the
foam, however, limits both the flexibility of the keepsake
and the tloral bouquet. The bottom of the keepsake must be
made so that i1t can be 1nserted into the foam. The keepsake
must also be relatively tall to extend above the bouquet.
Conversely, the floral arrangements must be relatively small
so that the keepsake can be seen above the flowers.

(3) Keepsakes and floral arrangements have also been
combined such that the floral arrangements are actually
incorporated as part of the keepsakes. In these mstances, the
keepsakes are not independent from the floral arrangements
but rather are integrated into the floral arrangements. If real
flowers are used 1n these floral displays, the displays must be
designed so that after the floral arrangements are discarded,
the display still has aesthetic appeal. This requires a com-
plicated and more expensive design than if the floral display
1s stmply discarded along with the tlowers. Other designs of
this type are specifically for artificial flowers. Typical of this
design 1s U.S. Pat. No. 3,574,498, which describes a com-
bined multi-purpose candle holder and flower arrangement.
This design, which 1s for artificial flowers, has no means for
keeping the flowers fresh. Moreover, since artificial flowers
are never “fresh,” the design does not deal with discarding
the floral arrangement and hence 1s not mtended or suitable
for use 1independent of the floral arrangement.

The combined flower display and keepsakes 1n the prior
art tend to be either simple but limited 1n scope, difficult to
pack, store and transport, or complicated and for artificial
floral arrangements. It should therefore be appreciated that
there 1s a need for a floral configuration that:
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(a) displays real flowers along with a keepsake that, after
the floral arrangement 1s discarded remains useful and
decorative;

(b) is flexible, allowing for a variety of sized bouquets and
keepsakes; and

(c) is easy to store, transport and deliver to the recipient.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

A principal object of the present invention 1is to provide an
improved combined floral display and keepsake of simple
and practical construction that 1s economical to manufacture
and easy to assemble, disassemble, store, package and
transport.

This invention accordingly provides a simple means for
displaymng flowers around the central axis of a floral con-
tainer. Flowers can be positioned 1 a floral foam block
located 1n the cavity portion of the floral container. A pick
extends upward along the central axis of the container
through the cavity portion, and the keepsake 1s secured
above the container on the upper end of the pick. When the
floral arrangement 1s discarded, the keepsake may be
detached from the top of the pick and used independently,
since 1t maintains its utility and aesthetic appeal after the
floral arrangement 1s discarded.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 1s an exploded perspective view of a combined
flower display and keepsake 1n accordance with one pre-
ferred embodiment of the mvention.

FIG. 2 1s a perspective view of the floral container.

FIG. 3 1s a perspective view of the combined floral display
and keepsake with the floral arrangement 1n place.

FIG. 4 1s a side view of a modified version of the
invention where the keepsake 1s a hurricane lamp.

FIG. 5 1s a side view of an attachment that elevates a
hurricane lamp above the floral container.

FIGS. 6 and 7 are side views of a modified version of the
combined floral arrangement and keepsake where the inven-
tion includes a base that attaches to the bottom of the
container when the container 1s present, and to the bottom of
the keepsake when the container 1s discarded.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

A typical embodiment of the invention 1s illustrated in
FIG. 1. The combined floral display and keepsake includes
a container 1, keepsake 2, and attachment mechanism 3.

FIG. 2 shows a detailed perspective view of the container.
The container has a bottom 4 with top and bottom surfaces,
S5 and 6. A container wall 7 1s joined with the container
bottom 4 to create a cavity 11 above the container bottom.
A pick 8 extends vertically upward from the top surface 5 of
the container bottom 4 along the central axis of the con-
tainer. A pick 1s generally mandrel shaped with a tapered top
end. The base 10 of the pick 1s preferably integral with the
top surtace 5 of the container bottom. The container bottom,
contamer wall, and pick can be made of disposable plastic.

As shown 1n FIG. 1, a floral foam block 14 can be 1nserted
over the pick 8 into the container cavity 11. Once the foam
block 1s 1n place, a floral arrangement can be created around
the central axis of the container by inserting the stems of the
flowers 13 into the floral foam block 14. As shown 1n FIG.
3, the floral arrangement can be distributed around the
central axis of the container. Water can be introduced into
the foam block to keep the flowers fresh.
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An attachment mechanism 3 connects the top portion of
the pick 9 to the bottom portion of the keepsake 2, thereby
clevating the keepsake above the floral arrangement.

When the floral arrangement 1s no longer fresh, the floral
arrangement may be discarded. The floral foam block 14
may be removed from the container cavity and may either be
kept and re-used or discarded along with the floral arrange-
ment. The container 1 and the pick 8 may also be reused or
discarded The keepsake 2 remains as an independent deco-
rative and useful unat.

There are various alternatives for the keepsake. For
example, the keepsake may be a hurricane lamp 20 as shown
in FIG. 4. This lamp consists of a globe 21 and a candle 22
positioned within the globe. The lamp 20 1s elevated above
the container 1 and connected to the top of the pick 8 by an
attachment mechanism 3. There are numerous other types of
keepsakes that can be attached to the top of the pick 8. For
example, the keepsake can be another type of i1lluminating
devise or a statuette.

There are various alternatives for the attachment mecha-
nism 3. As shown in FIG. §, for the embodiment with a
hurricane lamp as the keepsake, the attachment mechanism
1s a clip 19. The clip consists of a coupler 16 extending
vertically along the central axis of the container and ar least
one generally vertical support connected to the coupler, for
example, multiple prongs 15 attached to the sides of coupler
16. The clip 19 1s positioned on the top of pick 8. The lower
end of the coupler contains a hollow portion 18. The top end
of the pick 8 1s secured within the hollow portion of the
coupler. The top end of the coupler also contains a hollow
portion 17. The candle 22, positioned within the globe 21, 1s
secured within this hollow portion of the coupler 17. The
prongs 15, attached to the sides of the clip, secure globe 21
in position, elevated above the container 1.

In another embodiment, shown 1 FIGS. 6 and 7, a base
24 can be incorporated as part of the combined floral
arrangement and keepsake. In the embodiment shown 1n
FIG. 1, the container 1 rests directly on a table or other
surface. In the embodiment illustrated in FIGS. 6 and 7,
however, the container 1 1s placed on a base 24 that rests on
a table or other surface. The top of the base 24 can be
secured to the container bottom 4 when the floral arrange-
ment 1s fresh and being used. When the floral arrangement
1s no longer fresh, the base 24 can be either disposable and
discarded or attached to the bottom of the keepsake 2 and
used as the base of the keepsake as illustrated i FIG. 7.

The combined keepsake and floral arrangement thus
described has a number of significant advantages:

(1) The invention 1s simple, easy to assemble, and easy to
disassemble when the floral arrangement 1s discarded.

(2) The invention is mexpensive to manufacture.

(3) Various types of keepsakes can be attached to the top
of the pick and thereafter used when the floral arrangement
1s discarded. The present invention provides greater flex-
ibility for florists since various keepsakes can be used with
the various sized floral arrangements.

(4) The design allows the owner to keep a decorative,
acsthetic and useful portion of the arrangement even after

the floral arrangement 1s no longer fresh and must be
discarded.

(5) The container is inexpensive, but sturdy and safe.

(6) The container may be disposable.

While the invention has been described in detail with
reference to certain preferred embodiments, the principles
involved are applicable to other embodiments as will be
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apparent to those skilled in the art. As illustrated above,
various modifications can be effectuated within the spirit and
scope of the invention. For example, the keepsake can take
various forms, including hurricane lamps, other 1lluminating

devices, or statuettes.

In addition, the invention may or may not have a base. If
the mvention includes a base, when the container 1s dis-

carded the base can be directly attached to the bottom of the
keepsake and become the base of the keepsake.

The container can also be made 1n various shapes. In the
preferred embodiment shown, the base of the contamer 1s
circular, and the container walls form a tapered cylinder to
correspond to the base. In alternative embodiments, the base
of the container can be other shapes, for example, square,
and the container wails would correspondingly form a
square shape.

Therefore, the scope of the invention should be deter-
mined by the following claims and their legal equivalents,
rather than by the examples given.

I claim:

1. A multipurpose combined keepsake and floral display
comprising:

a. a container having a bottom and a container wall
extending upwardly from the bottom, creating a cavity
above the bottom, capable of having a floral arrange-
ment displayed therein,

b. a pick with a top end and a base positioned within said
container, with the base attached to the container
bottom,

c. a keepsake with a bottom portion and a top portion, and

d. means for attaching the top end of said pick to the
bottom portion of the keepsake, thus elevating the
keepsake above the container, where said attachment
means 1s a clip secured onto the top end of said pick;
said clip having a coupler extending vertically along a
central axis of the container with a top end and a bottom
end, the bottom end having a hollow [point] portion
into which the top end of the pick can be inserted and
secured, and a plurality of prongs connected to a side
of the coupler distributed around the coupler to support
the keepsake above the coupler.

2. The combined keepsake and flower display of claim 1
wherein a foam block 1s inserted onto the pick and posi-
tioned above the container bottom as a means for creating
the floral arrangement.

3. The combined keepsake and flower display of claim 1
wherein the keepsake 1s a hurricane lamp mncluding a globe
and a candle positioned within the globe.

4. The combined keepsake and floral display of claim 1

wherein said container bottom has a top surface and a
bottom surface and a base 1s attached to the bottom surface

of the container bottom that can also be attached to the
bottom portion of the keepsake.

5. A multipurpose combined keepsake and floral display

comprising:

a. a container having a circular bottom and a tapered
cylindrical wall extending upwardly from the bottom
with a smaller edge attached to the bottom, creating a
cavity above the bottom capable of having a floral
arrangement displayed therein,

b. a mandrel-shaped pick with a tapered top end and a
base positioned within said container, with the base
attached to the container bottom,

c. a keepsake with a bottom portion and a top portion, and

d. means for attaching the top end of said container pick
to the bottom portion of the keepsake, thus elevating
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the keepsake above the container, where said attach-
ment means 1S a clip secured onto the top end of said
pick; said clip having a coupler extending vertically
along a central axis of the container with a top end and
a bottom end, the bottom end having a hollow [point]
portion to which the top end of the pick can be
inserted and secured, and a plurality of prongs con-
nected to a side of the coupler distributed around the
coupler to support the keepsake above the coupler.

6. The combined keepsake and tflower display of claim 5
wherein a foam block 1s inserted onto the pick and posi-
tioned above the container bottom as a means for creating
the floral arrangement.

7. The combined keepsake and flower display of claim 3
wherein the keepsake 1s a hurricane lamp including a globe
and a candle positioned within the globe.

8. The combined keepsake and floral display of claim 3
wherein said container bottom has a top surface and a
bottom surface and a base 1s attached to the bottom surface
of the container bottom that can also be attached to the
bottom portion of the keepsake.

9. A multipurpose combined keepsake and floral display
comprising:

a. a container having a bottom, said bottom having a
bottom surface and a top surface, and a container wall
extending upwardly from the bottom, creating a cavity
above the bottom capable of having a floral arrange-
ment displayed therein,

b. a pick with a top end and a base positioned within said
container, with the pick base attached to the container
bottom,

C. a keepsake with a bottom portion and a top portion,

d. means for attaching the top end of said pick to the
bottom portion of the keepsake, thus elevating the
keepsake above the container, and

¢. a base attached to said bottom surface or the container
bottom and further including a means for attaching said
base to the bottom portion of said keepsake when said
container bottom 1s removed, and wherein said keep-
sake 1s a hurricane lamp including a globe and a candle
positioned with the globe.

10. The combined keepsake and floral display of claim 9
wherein said means for attaching the pick to the keepsake 1s
a clip secured onto the top end of said pick; said clip having
a coupler extending vertically along a central axis of the
container with a top end and a bottom end, the bottom end
having a hollow [point] portion into which the top end of the
pick can be inserted and secured, and a plurality of prongs
connected to a side of the coupler distributed around the
coupler to support the keepsake above the coupler.

11. A multipurpose combined keepsake and floral display
COMprising:
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a. a container having a bottom and a container wall, the
container wall extending upwardly from the bottom,
creating a cavity above the boittom, capable of having
a floral arrangement displayed therein;

b. a pick with a top end and a base positioned within said

container, with the base attached to the container
bottom;

c. a keepsake with a bottom portion and a top portion; and

d. a clip including a coupler releasably engaged with the
top end of the pick, the keepsake positioned upon and
supported by the coupler and extending above the
container wall, the clip further including a plurality of
generally vertical supports connected to the coupler,
the vertical supports in releasable engagement with the
keepsake and holding the keepsake firmly in position on
the coupler.

12. The multipurpose combined keepsake and floral dis-
play of claim 11, wherein the coupler has a top end, a lower
end, and a plurality of sides, the lower end and the pick
having interengaging regions which releasably connect
them together, the top end of the coupler being abutted by the
bottom portion of the keepsake, the vertical supports being
distributed about the periphery of the top end of the coupler
lo engage the keepsake such that the keepsake is held firmly
on the top end of the coupler against lateral displacement in
all directions.

13. The multipurpose combined keepsake and floral dis-
play of claim 11 further comprising a body of stem support-
ing material posittioned within the cavity and held in position
by the pick.

14. A multipurpose combined keepsake and floral display
COMprising:

a. a container having a bottom and a container wall, the
container wall extending upwardly from the bottom,
creating a cavity above the bottom, capable of having
a floral arrangement displayed therein;

b. a pick with a top end and a base positioned within said
container, with the base attached to the container
bottom;

c. a keepsake with a bottom portion and a top portion; and

d. an attachment mechanism configured to detachably
affix to the top end of the pick and to secure the
keepsake in a position elevated above the container.

15. The combined keepsake and floral display of claim 14,

wherein the attachment mechanism includes:

a clip configured to secure the top end of the pick to the
coupler;
at least one generally vertical support attached to the

coupler and configured to secure the bottom portion of
the keepsake to the coupler.
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