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1
DETACHABLE GOLFK BAG LEG STAND

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi-
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

The present 1nvention relates generally to improvements
for a golf bag leg stand wherein, more particularly, the
improvements facilitate the removal from the golf bag of the
leg mechanism or stand which typically would occur pre-
paratory to the golfer using a motorized golf cart or pull golf
cart, and thus not requiring use of the leg mechanism.

EXAMPLE OF THE PRIOR ART

Leg mechanisms for golf bags, as exemplified by my U.S.
Pat. No. 5,154,377 1ssued on Oct. 13, 1992 for Golf Bag
Stand, are attached, by rivets, to the golf bag, and thus not
removed from the golf bag, even when not used, as when the
oolf bag 1s being transported on a motorized golf cart or on
a pull golf cart. The strap which typically holds the golf bag
in place on the motorized golf cart could damage the leg
mechanism, and thus the removal thereof 1s desirable.

Areadily removable and attachable leg mechanism 1s also
desirable to provide the golfer with an option of either
walking or riding during play, the former contemplating
attaching a removed leg mechanism to the golf bag, and the
latter dispensing with the attachment. Such an option 1s not
provided with a “permanently” attached golf bag leg mecha-
nism.

Broadly, 1t 1s an object of the present invention to provide
an 1mproved golf bag leg mechanism or stand overcoming
the foregoing and other shortcomings of the prior art.

More particularly, it 1s an object to readily latch and
unlatch the leg mechanism, using spring urgency, to the golf
bag, using to advantage aspects of the operating mode of the
leg mechanism, all as will be better understood as the
description proceeds.

The description of the invention which follows, together
with the accompanying drawings should not be construed as
limiting the ivention to the example shown and described,
because those skilled 1n the art to which this invention
appertains will be able to devise other forms thereof within
the ambit of the appended claims.

FIG. 1 1s a perspective view with an attached leg mecha-
nism 1n a closed condition;

FIG. 2 1s a view similar to FIG. 1, but illustrating the leg
mechanism 1n an open-bag-supporting condition;

FIG. 3 1s an 1solated perspective view of the closed leg
mechanism;

FIG. 4 1s a partial perspective view, on an enlarged scale,
of a bracket for mounting the top of the leg mechanism to the
oolf bag; and

FIG. 5§ 1s a view similar 1n perspective and scale to FIG.
4, but of a bracket for mounting the bottom of the leg
mechanism to the golf bag.

As known, and as exemplified by U.S. Pat. No. 5,154,377
issued on Oct. 13, 1992 for Golf Bag Stand, incorporated
herein 1n 1ts entirety by this reference, are leg mechanisms,
ogenerally designated 10, of a type having a slide track 12
herein oriented lengthwise of the mechanism 10 and which
slide track when 1n use 1s correspondingly oriented length-
wise of a golf bag 14. Cooperating with the slide track 12 1s
a slide 16 having positions of sliding movement therealong
which 1n a known manner cause opposite legs 18 pivotally
mounted, as at 20, on the slide 16 to articulate 1n pivotal
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2

traverses between a closed position, as shown in FIG. 1, into
an open bag-supporting position, as shown in FIG. 2 and, of
course, 1n reverse directions from open to closed positions.

The present invention relates to facilitated removal of the
leg mechanism 10 from its operative position on the golf bag
14 which typically would occur preparatory to the golfer
using a motorized golf cart or pull cart, and thus not
requiring use of the leg mechanism 10. To this end, under-
lying the present invention 1s the recognition that to hold the
slide 16 1n an upper position of movement on the slide track
12, as per FIG. 1, and 1n a lower position of movement
therealong, as per FIG. 2, there 1s used for this aspect of their

operating mode cooperating interfitting male and female
connecting means 22 and 24 respectively and, as 1s more

pertinent to the within invention, 1n the upper position of
FIG. 1 the slide 16 via the interconnection 22, 24 to the slide
track 12 1s thus unavoidably no longer slidable therealong.
Consequently the held-in-place slide 16 advantageously
serves as a handgrip for positioning and/or manually han-
dling the slide track 12, and, more specifically, in urging the
slide track 12 1 movement for mounting/latching and
unmounting/unlatching the leg mechanism 10 from the golf
bag 10, as will now be described.

In the attachment of the leg mechanism 10 to the golf bag
14 there 1s provided a top bracket 26, riveted at 28, bounding,

a compartment 30 sized and shaped to receive 1n projected
relation therein the top 32 of the slide track 12. In an aligned
position with the top bracket 26 there 1s riveted, at 34, a
bottom bracket 36 having a forwardly extending side wall 38

and an opposite C-shaped in cross-section side wall 40, each
said walls having bases 42 for seating helical springs 44, in
any appropriate manner. Sized and shaped to be projected
into the compartment 46 bounded by the C-shaped wall 40
1s a depending configuration, generally designated 48, on the
bottom end 50 of the slide track 12 which includes a rear
panel 52 with opposite guides 54 that register, as denoted at
55, with the springs 44 when seated 1n the compartment 46,
and a front panel 56 mounted with a clearance 38 so as to
serve as a compartment closure. The length of the springs 44
1s selected to permit their compression which allows an
extent of descending movement 1n the slide track 12 to
correspondingly allow the top 32 of the slide track 12 to
assume a position below the top bracket 26, as depicted 1n
FIG. 4, and movement of the shide track top 32 into the
bracket compartment 30. When the handgrip 16 1s released,
the urgency 1n the springs 44 seats the slide track top 32 fully
into the compartment 30 and thus the leg mechanism 10 1s
held or latched in spanning relation between the brackets 26
and 36 under spring urgency. To unlatch the leg mechanism
10 mcident to removal from the golf bag 14, the procedure
1s reversed, 1.e., the user presses down on the handgrip 16 1n
its upper FIG. 2 position, and clears the exposed slide track
top 32 from the top bracket.

It should be understood that the position of the brackets 26
and 36 on the golf bag 14, at the option of the user, can be
reversed, but in practice the springs 44 1n the bottom bracket
36 1s preferable 1n that pressing down rather than pulling up
seems to be easier in compressing the springs.

While the apparatus herein shown and disclosed 1n detail
in fully capable of attaining the objects and providing the
advantages hereinbefore stated, 1t 1s to be understood that it
1s merely 1llustrative of the presently preferred embodiment
of the invention and that no limitations are intended to the
detail of construction or design herein shown other than as
defined 1n the appended claims.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. Improvements for a removable leg mechanism for a
oolf bag of a type having a slide track adapted to be mounted
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lengthwise of said golf bag and a slide of said leg mecha-
nism having legs operatively mounted thereon for articulat-
ing movement between an open bag-supporting position and
a closed storage position and which 1n said shide and said
slide track are cooperating interfitting respective male and
female connecting means related to said leg open and closed
positions unavoidably effective 1n joining said slide to said
slide track, said improvements comprising a cooperating
spaced pair of slide track-engaging members mounted adja-
cent opposite ends of said golf bag for projecting thereinto
said opposite ends of said slide track incident to mounting
said slide track with said slide disposed in shiding relation
therealong on said golf bag, and a compression spring
disposed 1n a selected one said slide track-engaging member
cffective to hold said mounted shide track under spring
urgency 1n spanning relation between said slide track-
engaging members, whereby 1n said joined condition of said
slide to said slide track resulting from said interconnection
of one said male and female connecting means said slide
serves as a convenient handgrip for urging said one end of
said slide track in movement compressing said compression
spring and correspondingly unmounting said opposite end of
said slide track from said slide track-engaging member to
thereby facilitate removal of said leg mechanism from said
oolf bag.
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2. Improvements for a removable leg mechanism for a golf
bag of a type having a vertically oriented leg mechanism
support and a transverse horizontally oriented leg-opening
component fixedly attached thereto, said improvements com-
prising a cooperating spaced pair of vertically oriented leg
mechanism support-engaging members mounted at adjacent
opposite ends of said golf bag for protecting thereinto
opposite ends of said vertically oriented leg mechanism
support so as to mount said vertically oriented leg mecha-
nism on said golf bag with said horizontally oriented leg-
opening component fixedly attached thereto, and a compres-
sion spring disposed in a selected one said verfically
oriented leg mechanism support-engaging members effec-
tive to hold said vertically oriented leg mechanism support
under spring urgency in spanning relation between said
vertically oriented leg mechanism support-engaging
members, whereby said horizontally oriented leg-opening
component serves as a convenient hand grip for urging said
one of said vertically oriented leg mechanism support in
movement compressing satd compression spring and corre-
spondingly unmounting said opposite end thereof to thereby
facilitate removal of said leg mechanism from said golf bag.
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