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[57] ABSTRACT

An enclosure for use with a cargo bed liner providing access
to a tie-down fastener attached to the cargo bed, and method

for installing the liner to provide such access. The fastener

has a connecting portion for connecting the fastener 1o the
cargo bed wall and an extended portion extending from the
cargo bed wall. The liner with which the enclosure is used
includes a wall portion having a hole therein. The liner wall
is aligned in relation to the cargo bed wall such that the
extended portion of the fastener is accessible through the
hole in the liner wall when the liner is installed. The
enclosure includes a casing used for insertion into the hole
in the liner wall. The casing also includes as least one
aperture for the receipt of the connecting portion of the
fastener and an open portion sized to be substantially
coincident with the hole in the liner wall when the casing 1s
inserted through the hole. In this manner, access is provided
to the fastener through the open portion of the casing. Also
included as part of the enclosure is a flanged portion having
an opening therethrough. The flanged portion is connected to
the casing adjacent the open portion of the casing such that
the opening of the flanged portion is substantially coincident
with the open portion of the casing and the hole in the liner.
The method for installation of the enclosure requires provi-
sion of such a liner and enclosure, aligning the liner so that
the hole is positioned over the tie-down fastener, and passing
a portion of the fastener through the enclosure to secure the
liner to the cargo bed. In this manner, the tie-down fastener
is accessible from within the cargo bed for use thereof. The
enclosure of the present invention allows one to utilize the
tie-down fasteners attached to the cargo bed while protecting
the cargo bed with a cargo bed liner. Further, the enclosure

may be used in lieu of retainers ordinarily employed to hold
the liner in the proper position relative to the cargo bed.

32 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets
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LINER TIE-DOWN FASTENER ENCLOSURE
AND LINER INSTALLATION METHOD

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi- >
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions

made by reissue.

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This is a reissue application of application Ser. No.
08/107,947, filed Aug. 16, 1993, and now U.S. Pat. No.
5.419,603, issued May 30, 1995.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to cargo bed liners, and, in
particular. to the provision of a fastener enclosure for use
with a cargo bed liner providing access to tie-down fasteners
affixed to the cargo bed.

Many cargo beds, such as truck beds, carts and trailers, are
equipped with tie-down fasteners (clamps. cleats, hooks.
eye-bolts, etc.) for use in securing items within the cargo
bed. These tie-down fasteners may be an integral part of the
cargo bed or may be factory installed. Optionally, the
consumer may install tie-down fasteners directly onto the
cargo bed. For example, the tie-down assemblies of U.S. Pat.
Nos. 4.648.765 and 5,052.869 may be installed onto a wall
of the cargo bed. The tie-down fasteners of U.S. Pat. Nos.
3.421.726 and 4.915.556 may be installed in the cargo bed’s
stake pocket (a recess usually formed in the top of the cargo
bed’s side walls for insertion of a stake or post therein).

In many instances, it is desired by the consumer to protect
the cargo bed by installing a protective liner. Many types of
liners are commercially available for covering various sur-
faces of the cargo bed and may be comprised of plastic,
wood. vinyl or other materials. By covering the bottom
surface. side walls, end walls, and tailgate (where
applicable) of the liner. items transported in the cargo bed
are less likely to damage the cargo bed. Further, the liners 4,
protect the cargo bed from environmental elements, such as
moisture damage.

A problem occurs, however, should the consumer desire
to protect the cargo bed with such a liner and also wish to
use the tie-down fasteners attached to the cargo bed for
securing cargo therein. Because the fasteners connected to
the cargo bed become covered by the liner when the liner is
installed. the fasteners are rendered inaccessible. Thus, to
provide access to the tie-down fasteners, consumers and
manufacturers have been known to cut large holes into the
liner near the fasteners. Not only are these holes unsightly.
they also allow water, dirt and other contaminants to become
disposed between the cargo bed and the liner. Such an
infusion of water or contaminants may result in damage to
the cargo bed by moisture or by chemical reactions with the ss
cargo bed, thereby defeating one of the very purposes for
which the liner was installed. It is also difficult for the
consumer to reach through the hole cut in the liner to access
the fastener. It is therefore desired to provide an aesthetically
pleasing attachment for use with a cargo bed liner providing 60
easy access to tie-down fasteners connected to the cargo bed,
and limiting or eliminating the possibility of damage to the
cargo bed by the passage of water or contaminants between
the liner and the cargo bed.

Because some liners extend over the top of the cargo 65
bed’s side walls, stake pockets, like tie-down fasteners,
become inaccessible when such a liner is used. U.S. Pat. No.
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5.141.277 discloses a stake pocket insert to be used with a
cargo bed liner providing access to the stake pocket when
covered by a cargo bed liner. The stake pocket insert may be
used with stake pockets of various sizes and is formed as a

pocket so that the insert may serve the same purpose as the
original stake pocket. A tie-down fastener may also be
provided with the insert. This invention addresses the prob-
lem of the inaccessibility of the stake pockets upon instal-
lation of a cargo bed liner covering the stake pockets. but
does not address the problem of inaccessibility of tie-down
fasteners connected to the cargo bed caused by the instal-
lation of such a liner over the wall. Generally, these fasteners
are located on the cargo bed’s side and end walls or at the
junction between adjoining walls.

The installation of a cargo bed liner usually requires the
use of retainers to connect the liner to the cargo bed so that
the liner is held firmly in place. Numerous types of fasteners,
including screws and clamps, are used as retainers. Two
embodiments of retainers are disclosed, for example. in U.S.
Pat. No. 4,659,133.

For instances in which tie-down fasteners are provided or
are available for installation directly on the cargo bed.
because the liner renders these fasteners as inaccessible, the
fasteners are not currently utilized to secure the liner to the
cargo bed. Rather, retainers as previously discussed are used
for this purpose. Just as the stake pocket insert of U.S. Pat.
No. 5.141.277 may serve to hold the liner in its desired
position relative to the cargo bed. it is desired to reduce
manufacturing costs and costs to the consumer for a cargo
bed liner by taking advantage of the available tie-down
fasteners on the cargo bed to serve as means for securing the
liner to the cargo bed, thereby eliminating the need to
provide retainers.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The present invention provides an enclosure to be used
with a cargo bed liner providing access to tie-down fasteners
attached to the cargo bed which would ordinarily be ren-
dered inaccessible by the installation of the liner.

The invention comprises, in one form thereof. a fastener
enclosure for a tie-down fastener attached to a cargo bed.
The fastener includes a connecting portion for connecting
the fastener to the cargo bed wall and an extended portion
extending from the cargo bed wall. The enclosure is used
with a cargo bed liner which comprises a wall portion which
substantially covers a cargo bed wall about the fastener and
has a hole therein providing access to the fastener through
the liner. When the liner is installed in the cargo bed. the
liner is aligned such that the extended portion of the fastener
is accessible through the hole in the liner wall. The enclosure
comprises a casing sized for insertion through the liner wall
hole and has at least one aperture therethrough for receipt of
the connecting portion of the fastener. The casing also
includes an open portion sized to be substantially coincident
with the hole in the liner wall when the casing is inserted
through the hole. Access is thus provided to the fastener
through the open portion of the casing. The enclosure also
includes a flanged portion having an opening therethrough.
The flanged portion is connected to the casing adjacent the
open portion of the casing such that the opening is substan-
tially coincident with the open portion of the casing.

In another form thereof, the invention comprises a cargo
bed liner including the fastener enclosure of the present
invention. More than one such enclosure may be included as
a part of the cargo bed liner and the enclosure may be located
on any liner surface, including the junction between adjacent
liner walls.
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An advantage of the present invention is the provision of
an aesthetically pleasing attachment to be used with a cargo
bed liner to allow the consumer to access and utilize the
tic-down fasteners connected to the cargo bed.

Another advantage is the provision of an attachment
which limits or eliminates the possibility of damage to the
cargo bed by not permitting water or contaminants which are
known to damage the cargo bed to enter the gap between the
liner and the cargo bed.

Yet another advantage is the provision of such an attach-
ment which also serves as means for securing the liner to the
cargo bed and thereby eliminates the need for retainers for
this purpose.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above-mentioned and other features and advantages
of this invention. and the manner of attaining them., will
become more apparent and the invention will be better
understood by reference to the following description of
embodiments of the invention taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings, wherein:

FIG. 1 shows a perspective view of one embodiment of
the tie-down fastener enclosure according to the present
invention which is installed on a cargo bed liner covering the
cargo bed of a truck;

FIG. 2 shows a partial cross-sectional view of the embodi-
ment of the fastener enclosure of FIG. 1 at line 2—2;

FIG. 3 shows a front view of one embodiment of the
tie-down enclosure of the present invention through which a
cleat attached to a cargo bed extends;

FIG. 4 shows a front view of the embodiment of FIG. 3
without the cleat extending through the enclosure; and

FIG. 5 shows a front view of another embodiment of the
tue-down fastener enclosure of the present invention in
which the opening of the enclosure is a slot.

Corresponding reference characters indicate correspond-
ing parts throughout the several views. The exemplifications
set out herein illustrate one preferred embodiment of the
invention, in one form. and such exemplifications are not to
be construed as limiting the scope of the invention in any

manncy,

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Accordingly, referring now to FIG. 1, there is shown a
perspective view of one embodiment of the tie-down fas-
tener enclosure according to the present invention which is
installed on a cargo bed liner covering the cargo bed of a
truck Tlustrated is truck 10 having cargo bed 12. Cargo bed
12 includes first side wall 14, second side wall 16. front wall
18. pivotable tailgate 20, and bottom surface 22. Disposed
within cargo bed 12 1s cargo bed liner 24 which substantially
covers all the interior surfaces of cargo bed 12. Specifically,
cargo bed liner 24 includes first liner side wall 26, second
liner side wall 28, front liner wall 30, tailgate liner 32, and
liner bottom surface 34 for substantially covering the respec-
tive surfaces of cargo bed 12. In a preferred embodiment,
first and second liner walls 26 and 28, front liner wall 30, and
bottom liner surface 34 are constructed a unitary piece of
ABS plastic; however, liner 24 may be made of other
materials such as plastic, wood, or vinyl, and the liner
surfaces and walls may be separate pieces. In the embodi-
ment of FIG. 1. liner 24 also includes first, second and third
wall ledges 36, 38 and 39 disposed above the top surfaces of
first and second cargo bed side walls 14 and 16, and front
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cargo bed wall 18, respectively. Two tie-down fastener
cnclosures 40 according to the present invention as
described in further detail herein are disposed in first liner
side wall 26. Similarly, two tie-down fastener enclosures
(not shown) are disposed in second liner side wall 28.

FIG. 2 shows a partial cross-sectional view of the embodi-

ment of the tie-down fastener enclosure of FIG. 1 at line
2—2. Specifically. first liner side wall 26 is disposed in

relation to first cargo bed side wall 14 such that gap 54
results therebetween. Attached to first cargo bed side wall 14
is fastener 42 which. in this embodiment. includes bolt 46
extending through hole 70 of first cargo bed side wall 14 and
nut 44 into which bolt 46 is threaded. Nut 44 is affixed to first
cargo bed side wall 14 such that bolt 46 may be removed and
reinserted into nut 44. When enclosure 40 is not in place. the
exposed portion of fastener 42 resides within gap 54 formed
between first cargo bed side wall 14 and first liner side wall
26

Inserted through hole 41 of first liner side wall 26 is one
embodiment of a tie-down fastener enclosure according to
the present invention. Enclosure 40 includes casing 48
having an open portion 50. Casing 48 also has at least one
aperture therethrough for receipt of fastener 42 (see FIGS.
4-5). Casing 48 is sized for insertion through hole 41. When
inserted. open portion 50 is substantially coincident with
hole 41 such that access is provided to fastener 42 through
open portion 50 of casing 48. Enclosure 40 also includes
flanged portion 52 connected to casing 48 adjacent open
portion 50 of casing 48 such that flanged portion 52 is sized
to prevent casing 48 from passing through hole 41 in liner
/4. Flanged portion 52 also includes an opening (see FIGS.
3-5) providing access to open portion 50 of casing 48
therethrough. As is explained in greater detail below. once
enclosure 40 is installed in hole 41 of first liner side wall 26,
fastener 42 extends through casing 48 into open portion 50
of casing 48. flanged portion 52 of enclosure 40 is substan-
tially flush with first liner side wall 26. and casing 48 resides
within gap 54 defined by first cargo bed side wall 14 and first
liner side wall 26. In this manner. access is provided to
fastener 42 through enclosure 40. Further, because flanged
portion 52 is substantially flush with first Iliner side wall 26.
enclosure 40 limits or eliminates the potential for water or
contaminants to leak into gap 54 to thereby damage first
cargo side wall 14 by either moisture damage or by chemical
reacttons of such contaminants with the surface of first cargo
bed side wall 14.

It will be appreciated by those of skill in the art that the
gap formed between the cargo bed wall and the liner may be
the resuit of a recess formed in the cargo wall as shown in
FIG. 2, or the gap may be the result of a formation in the
liner. Either arrangement is anticipated to be within the
scope of the present invention as it only necessary that there
be suflicient space between the liner wall and the cargo bed
wall for receipt of the casing of the enclosure.

It will also be appreciated that the tie-down fastener for
which enclosure 40 is utilized may reside on any surface of
the cargo bed liner. It is possible and contemplated to be
within the scope of the present invention that the tie-down
fastener be located at a junction between two walls of the
cargo bed. For example, referring to FIG. 1, a tie-down
fastener may extend from the corner joining first cargo bed
wall 14 and front cargo bed wall 18. Also, fastener 42 need
not extend above a horizontal bed surface as is illustrated in
F1G. 2. Fastener 42 may extend, for example. perpendicular
to the liner surface. To accommodate the location and
orientation of fastener 42, the aperture of enclosure 40 is
properly located on casing 48 for receipt of fastener 42
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therethrough when enclosure 40 is inserted through hole 41
of first liner side wall 26.

In addition to allowing the use of a cargo bed liner which
provides access to tie-down fasteners attached to the cargo
bed. it will be appreciated by those of skill in the art that the
receipt of fastener 42 through enclosure 40 also assists in

holding first liner side wall 26 in its position relative to first
cargo bed side wall 14. As a result, it is feasible to eliminate

the requirement of a retainer proximate the fastener for use
in holding first liner side wall 26 in position relative to first
cargo bed side wall 14. Further, should a sufficient number
of tie-down fasteners and enclostres therefor be utilized, it
may not be necessary to use retainers for holding any portion

of the liner to the cargo bed. Thus, manufacturing costs and
subsequent cost to the consumer are reduced through the

implementation of the tie-down fastener enclosure accord-
ing to the present invention.

Referring to FIG. 3, there is shown a front view of one
embodiment of the tie-down fastener enclosure of the
present invention through which a cleat attached to a cargo
bed extends. In the embodiment shown, casing 48 and
flanged portion S2 are comprised of ABS plastic and are of
unitary construction. However, it is feasible that different
materials may be used or that casing 48 and flanged portion
52 may be formed as separate pieces and then adhered to
each other in ways well-known in the art, and such con-
struction is contemplated to be within the scope of the
invention. Flanged portion 52 includes opening 51 which, in
this embodiment, is defined by inner peripheral edge 33 of
flanged portion 52. Thus, when flanged portion 32 is con-
nected to casing 48 adjacent open portion 50 of casing 48.
opening 51 is substantially coincident with open portion 50
of casing 48 and the hole in the liner wall. Fastener 42 in the
embodiment of FIG. 3 comprises a cleat. Extending from
cleat 42 are bolts 46. Specifically, fastener 42 includes first
and second connecting portions, or bolts, 46, intermediate
portions 75, and tie-down fastening means, or arms, 76.
Intermediate portions 75 have first and second holes 73 and
74, respectively, therein for receipt of bolts 46. Tie-down
fastening arm means 76 extend outward for attachment of a
tie-down thereto. Intermediate portions 75 connect bolts 46
to tie-down fastening means 76. As shown in FIG. 4 wherein
cleat 42 has been removed from enclosure 40, casing 48 of
enclosure 40 includes holes 56 serving as apertures through
which bolts 46 of cleat 42 may be inserted. In this
embodiment. bolts 46 are threaded into cleat 42 as shown.

To install enclosure 40 such that access is provided to
cleat 42, before first liner bed side wall 26 is installed, cleat
42 is removed from first cargo bed wall 14 by unscrewing
bolts 46 from nuts 44. First liner side wall 26 is then placed
in position to substantially cover first cargo bed side wall 14,
leaving gap 54 thercbetween. If first liner side wall 26 is not
precut or preformed to include hole 41, hole 41 is cut into
first liner side wall 26 such that hole 41 provides access to
the point along first cargo bed side wall 14 from which
fastener 42 was removed. Enclosure 40 is then inserted
through hole 41 such that holes 56 of casing 48 align with
the holes in first cargo bed side wall 14 through which bolts
46 are inserted. Of course, hole 41 of first liner side wall 26
should be properly located and sized such that when enclo-
sure 40 is in this position casing 48 resides within gap 54 and
flanged portion S2 is substantially flush with first liner side
wall 26 and the periphery of liner hole 41. After enclosure
40 is properly aligned, cleat 42 1s refastened to first cargo
bed side wall 14 by screwing bolts 46 into nuts 44.

Though cleat 42 having two bolts 46 cxtending therefrom
is illustrated in FIG. 3, other removable tie-down fasteners,
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such as clamps. eye bolts, rings. and the like are contem-
plated to be within the scope of the invention.

Referring now to FIG. S, there is shown a front view of
another embodiment of the tie-down fastener enclosure of
the present invention in which the opening of the enclosure
is a slot. In this embodiment, the aperture of casing 48
adapted to receive a tie-down fastener comprises slot 58. In
this manner should tie-down fastener 42 be permanently
attached to the cargo bed as may be the case if the fastener
is, for example. welded to the cargo bed. enclosure 40 may
still be utilized. Specifically, slot S8 of casing 48 may simply
be slid over the top of tie-down fastener 42 during instal-
lation of enclosure 40. For this embodiment. to further assist
in preventing moisture from entering the gap between the
liner and the cargo bed, it may be desired to utilize a seal or

washer about fastener 42 at slot 58.

Though the embodiment of FIG. S serves the purpose of
providing access to a fastener connected to the cargo bed and
offers the advantages of the enclosure as discussed herein, it
may be desired to provide an additional means for securing
the enclosure to the liner. In this embodiment. rivets 60 are
provided to serve as a means for attaching enclosure 40 to
cargo bed liner. Rivets 60 extend through flanged portion 52
of enclosure 40 as well as through the portion of the cargo
bed liner through which enclosure 40 is inserted.

It will be appreciated that other means for fastening
enclosure 40 to the cargo bed liner may be utilized. Various

fastening means well known in the art, such as adhesives, are
contemplated as within the scope of the present invention.
Also, if desired, a seal may be placed between flanged
portion 52 and that portion of the liner wall to which flanged
portion 52 is substantially flush. Such a seal may be desired,
for example, to further prohibit the passage of moisture or
contaminants through the liner to the gap between the liner
and the cargo bed. Further, the aperture(s) of the enclosure,
such as holes 56 illustrated in FIG. 4 and slot 58 illustrated
in FIG. 5, may be similarly sealed with washers or other
materials well known in the art.

While this invention has been described as having a
preferred design, the present invention can be further modi-
fied within the spirit and scope of this disclosure. This
application is therefore intended to cover any varations,
uses, or adaptations of the invention using its general
principles. Further, this application is intended to cover such
departures from the present disclosure as come within
known or customary practice in the art to which this inven-
tion pertains and which fall within the limits of the appended
claims.

What is claimed is:

1. In combination, a vehicle cargo bed having a wall and
a fastener attached to the wall, and a cargo bed liner having
a wall for substantially covering the wall of the cargo bed.
the liner wall having a hole therein and adapted to be aligned
relative to the cargo bed wall such that the fastener is
accessible through the hole in the liner wall, the improve-
ment comprising:

an enclosure for .providing access to the fastener on the

cargo bed wall, the enclosure comprising
a casing sized for insertion through the hole in the liner

wall, said casing having an open portion substan-
tially coincident with the hole in the liner wall when
said casing is inserted through the hole, said casing
further including at least one aperture therethrough
of a size sufficient to permit said casing to be placed
over said fastener; and

a flanged portion forming an opening. said flanged
portion connected to said casing adjacent said open
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portion such that said opening of said flanged portion
is substantially coincident with said open portion of
said casing and said hole in said liner wall.

2. The combination defined in claim 1. wherein said
flanged portion of said enclosure is situated substantially
flush with the liner wall when the enclosure is inserted
through the hole to provide access to the fastener.

3. The combination defined in claim 1. wherein said
flanged portion of said enclosure includes an inner periph-
eral edge defining said opening of said flanged portion and
wherein said flanged portion is connected to said casing at
said inner peripheral edge of said flanged portion.

4. The combination defined in claim 1. further comprising
a means for fastening said flanged portion of said enclosure

to the liner wall.

§. The combination defined in claim 4. wherein said
fastening means comprises an adhesive placed between said
flanged portion and the liner wall.

6. The combination defined in claim 4. wherein said
fastening means comprises rivets extending through said
flanged portion and the liner wall.

7. The combination defined in claim 1. wherein said

enclosure is made of plastic.

8. The combination defined in claim 1. wherein said
casing and said flanged portion of said enclosure are of
unitary construction.

9, The combination defined in claim 1, wherein said at
least one aperture of said casing comprises a slot through

which the fastener extends.
10. The combination defined in claim 1. wherein said

fastener includes a bolt engaging the cargo bed wall and said
at least one aperture in said casing comprises a hole through

which said bolt extends.
{1. A system, comprising:
a cargo bed comprising a wall, the wall including a
recessed portion, and means for securing a tie-down
fastener to the recessed portion of the cargo bed wall,

a cargo bed liner having a wall for substantially covering
the cargo bed wall, the liner wall having a hole therein
and adapted to be aligned relative to the cargo bed wall
such that the hole is positioned over the recessed
portion of the cargo bed wall,

an enclosure adapted to be inserted into the recessed
portion of the cargo bed wall comprising:
a casing comprising a perimeter edge and at least one
aperture, and
a flange extending from the perimeter edge of the
casing, the flange being sized to prevent the casing
from passing through the hole in the liner;

a tie-down fastener comprising:
at least one connecting portion for connecting the
tie-down fastener to the securing means of the cargo
bed wall,
tie-down fastening means, and
an intermediate portion between the at least one con-
necting portion and the tie-down fastening means,
such that the tie-down fastening means extends away
from the recessed portion of the cargo bed wall, and
the at least one connecting portion of the tie-down
fastener passes through the at least one aperture in
the casing.
12. The system of claim 11 wherein:
the means for securing a tie-down fastener to the cargo
bed wall comprises at least two internally threaded
holes,
the tie-down fastening means of the tie-down fastener
comprises a cleat comprising two outwardly extending
members, and

3

the at least one connecting portion for connecting the

tie-down fastener to the securing means of the cargo

bed wall of the tie-down fastener comprises iwo

threaded shafts engaging the at least two internally

5 threaded holes of the means for securing a tie-down

fastener to the cargo bed wall, said shafts passing
through the at least one aperture in the casing.

3. The system of claim {2 wherein the tie-down fastener
covers the at least one aperture in the casing.

14. The system of claim 12 wherein the two threaded
shafts are operable to limit movement of the cargo bed liner
with respect to the cargo bed.

5. A system for use with a cargo bed having a wall and
a tie-down fastening means extending from the wall, com-
prising:

a cargo bed liner having a wall for substantially covering

a wall of the cargo bed, the liner wall having a hole
therein and adapted to be aligned relative to the cargo
bed wall such that the tie-down fastening means is
accessible through the hole in the liner wall, and

an enclosure for providing access to the tie-down fasten-

ing means on the cargo bed wall, the enclosure

comprising,

a casing comprising a perimeter edge and at least one
aperture, and

a flange extending from the perimeter edge of the
casing, the flange being sized to prevent the casing
from passing through the hole in the liner;

a tie-down fastener, at least a portion of which passes
through the at least one aperture in the casing, the
fastener comprising:

a fastener portion,

a first connecting portion for providing connection to
the fastener portion, and

an intermediate portion between the first connecting
portion and the fastener pertion, the intermediate
portion operable to space the fastener portion from
the enclosure.

16. The system of claim 15 wherein the cargo bed wall
includes a hole in the wall for alignment with the hole of the
cargo bed liner, and wherein the connecting portion of the
fastener is secured to the hole of the cargo bed wall.

17. The system of claim 5, wherein the fastener com-
prises a cleat.

18. The system of claim 15, wherein the intermediate
portion of the tie-down fastener is of a size that completely
covers the at least one casing aperture.

19. The system of claim 15, wherein the intermediate
portion of the tie down fastener is removably attachable to
the connecting portion.

20. The system of claim 19 wherein the connecting portion
of the tie down fastener comprises a threaded shaft, and the
intermediate portion of the tie down fastener has a hole into
which the threaded shaft passes.

21. A system comprising:

a cargo bed having a wall,

means for securely holding a fastener extendable from the
wall,

a bed liner having a wall for substantially covering the
wall of the cargo bed, the liner wall having a hole
therein and adapted to be aligned relative to the cargo
bed wall such that the means for securely holding a
fastener is accessible through the hole in the liner wall,

and

an enclosure for providing access to the means for
securely holding a fastener, the enclosure comprising,
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a casing comprising a perimeter edge and at least one
aperture, the casing aperture being located such that
the means for securely holding a fastener is acces-
sible when the casing is positioned in the hole of the
liner, and a flange extending from the perimeter edge 5
of the casing, the flange being sized to prevent the
casing from passing through the hole in the liner;

a fastener to be held by the means for securely holding a
fastener, the fastener comprising:
a connecting portion for connecting the fastener to the 10
means for securely holding a fastener,
such that the casing is secured against the cargo bed
wall to thereby prevent movement of the casing with
respect to the cargo bed.

22. The system of claim 21 wherein the casing flange 15
extends around the entire perimeter edge of the casing.

23. The system of claim 21 wherein the fastener further
comprises a tie-down fastening means operatively con-
nected to the connecting portion of the fastener.

24, The system of claims 21 wherein, 20

the means for securely holding a fastener comprises at
least one hole, and

the connecting portion of the fastener comprises a
threaded shaft adapted to engage the hole of the means
for securely holding a tie-down fastener.

25. A system comprising.

a cargo bed having a wall, and first and second means for
securely holding first and second fastener connecting
portions to the wall, 30

a cargo bed liner having a wall for substantially covering
the wall of the cargo bed, the liner wall having at least
first and second holes therein,

a fastener comprising:

a fastener body having first and second holes therein, 33

a first connecting portion passing into the first hole of
the fastener body and the first hole of the cargo bed
liner wall and being secured to the first means for
securely holding a fastener,

a second connecting portion passing into the second 4
hole of the fastener body and the second hole of the
cargo bed liner wall and being secured to the second
means for securely holding a fastener,

the first and second connecting portions in combination
with the first and second means for securely holding 43
being operable to hold the cargo bed liner wall in
position relative to the cargo bed wall.

26. The system of claim 25 wherein the first and second

connecting portions are further operable to secure the
fastener body and bed liner against the cargo bed.

23

10

27. The system of claim 25 wherein the fastener further
comprises a tie-down fastening means extending from the

fastener body.

28. The system of claim 27, wherein the tie-down fasten-

ing means comprises a cleat.
29. A method comprising the steps of.

providing a cargo bed wall having a means for securing
a tie-down fastener thereto,

providing a cargo bed liner having a wall for substantially
covering the cargo bed wall, the liner wall having a
hole therein,

aligning the cargo bed liner against the cargo bed wall so
that the hole is positioned over the cargo bed wall’s
means for securing a tie-down fastener thereto,

providing an enclosure sized to cover the hole of the cargo
bed liner, the enclosure comprising:
a casing,
a peripheral flange of a size to prevent the casing from
passing through the hole in the liner, and
at least one hole in the casing,

placing the enclosure over the hole of the cargo bed liner,
providing a tie-down fastener comprising:
at least one connecting portion for connecting. the
tie-down fastener to the securing means of the cargo
bed wall,
tie-down fastening means, and
an intermediate portion between the at least one con-
necting portion and the tie-down fastening means,
and

passing the at least one connecting portion of the tie down
fastener through the hole of the enclosure and securing
it to the means for securing a tie-down fastener,

such that the tie-down fastening means of the tie-down
fastener is spaced from the enclosure and accessible

from the cargo bed.
30. The method of claim 29 further comprising the step of

tightening the at least one connecting porfion to the cargo
bed wall with a sufficient amount of force so that the
intermediate portion of the tie-down fastener is secured

against the cargo bed wall.
3]. The method of claim 29 wherein the tie-down fasten-

ing means of the tie-down fastener comprises a cleat.
32. The method of claim 29 wherein the tie-down fastener

covers the at least one aperture in the enclosure.
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