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[57] ABSTRACT

A one-piece molded fiexible plastic material golf club head-
cover for use with a golf club, including a golf club head and
shank, is disclosed. The golf club headcover includes a golf
club headcover section for substantially surrounding the golf
club head. A fiexible and resilient restricted throat is formed
in the golf club headcover section which has an internal
dimension smaller than the golf club head such that upon
insertion of the golf club head, the flexible and resilient
restricted throat deforms and expands to allow passage of
the golf club head into the golf club headcover section and
subsequent return to its initial configuration. Locking ele-
ments are formed in the golf club headcover section inde-
pendent of the flexible and resilient restricted throat for
underlying the golf club head while releasably holding the
golf club headcover section on the golf club head. The
locking elements include complementary interengaging
male and female elements formed in opposing flexible and
resilient wall sections of the golf club headcover section.

22 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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LOCKING MOLDED GOLF CLUB
HEADCOVER

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissne specifi-
cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a one-piece molded
flexible plastic material golf club headcover for a golf club,
the golf club headcover including a locking feature to
prevent inadvertent or accidental dislodgement of the golf
club headcover from a golf club.

It is well known that there are various types and kinds of
golf club headcovers to protect golf club heads against
damage and deterioration. Such golf club headcovers are
made from a variety of different materials including knitted
or woven textile materials; semi-flexible materials such a
leather, nylon and the like; and even more flexible material
such as slip-on or hinge-type molded plastic headcovers.
The present invention relates to slip-on molded flexible
plastic material golf club headcovers of the type shown in
our prior U.S. Pat. No. 5,117.884.

As disclosed in our aforementioned prior U.S. patent, the
golf club headcover includes a golf club headcover section
for surrounding the golf club head and an integral skirt
section that extends from the golf club headcover section for
substantially surrounding a portion of the shank immediately
adjacent the golf club head. The integral skirt section is
formed with a flexible and resilient circumferential wall that
is configured, arranged and dimensioned to deform and then
return to its original shape upon the insertion and removal of
a golf club head, in order to releasably hoid the golf club
headcover to a golf club head. The flexible and resilient
circumferential wall is formed by a flexible and resilient
restricted throat that has an internal dimension smaller than
the golf club head such that upon insertion into the golf club
headcover, the flexible and resilient restricted throat deforms
and expands to allow the passage of the golf club head into
the golf club headcover and then subsequently returns to its
original configuration, for initially releasably holding the
golf club headcover to the golf club head.

The golf club headcover shown in our aforementioned
patent has worked well in connection with wood golf club
headcovers since the integral skirt section has a substantial
length; however, the integral skirt section for iron golf clubs
1s quite small. As a result, it has been found that headcovers
for iron golf clubs are sometimes too casily dislodged. This
occurs during normal handling and use of irons either within
the golf bag or just prior to or after use. |

The present invention is designed to retain all of the
advantages of the one-piece molded flexible plastic material
golt club headcover disclosed in our prior aforementioned
patent, while further incorporating a locking feature to
prevent accidental displacement or dislodgement from a golf
club head.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Among the several objects and advantages of the present
invention include:
The provision of a new and improved one-piece molded
flexible plastic material golf club headcover which
includes a locking feature to prevent accidental dis-

placement or dislodgement from a golf club head;
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2

The provision of the aforementioned golf club headcover
in which the locking feature positively remains the golf
club headcover on the golf club head while also per-
mitting releasable disengagement, when desired;

The provision of the aforementioned golf club headcover
in which the locking feature includes complementary
interengaging male and female elements formed in
opposing wall sections of the golf club headcover;

The provision of the aforementioned golf club headcover
in which the locking feature is associated with a
flexible and resilient restricted throat formed in the golf
club headcover for deformation and expansion upon the
insertion and removal of a golf club head; and

The provision of the aforementioned golf club headcover
which is strong and durable. provides protection
against marring to valuable clubs from damage during
shipment or play, provides waterproof protection for
expensive golf clubs, is casy to keep clean, and is
otherwise well adapted for the purposes intended.

Briefly stated, the present invention relates to a one-piece
molded flexible plastic material golf club headcover for use
with a golf club having a golf club head and a shank. The
golf club headcover includes a golf club headcover section
for substantially surrounding the golf club head. Locking
means are associated with the golf club headcover section
for underlying the golf club head while releasably holding
the golf club head-cover section on the golf club head. The
locking means includes complementary interengaging male
and female elements formed in opposing wall sections of the
golf club headcover section.

A flexible and resilient restricted throat is formed in the
golf club headcover section for deformation and expansion
upon the insertion and removal of a golf club head, in order
to at least releasably engage the golf club headcover relative
to the golf club head. The locking means 1s formed in the
vicinity of the flexible and resilient restricted throat for
cooperative interaction therewith. Specifically, the comple-
mentary interengaging male and female elements are spaced
upwardly from but cooperate with the flexible and resilient
restrictive throat in the opposing wall sections of the golf
club headcover section. in order to positively releasably hold
the golf club headcover on the golf club head.

While a number of different constructions are available
for the male and female clements of the locking means.
preferably the male element extends inwardly within the
golf club headcover section and is of substantially smaller
size than the female element.

These and other objects and advantages of the present
invention will be apparent from the description that follows.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In the drawings, FIG. 1 is a side elevational view of the
locking molded golf club headcover of the present invention
with a golf club shown in phantom lines assembled therein;

FIG. 2 is a side elevational view of the locking molded
golf club headcover of the present invention and illustrating
in phantom lines a golf club being removed therefrom:;

FIG. 3 is a side elevational view of an opposite side of the
locking molded golf club headcover of the present inven-
tion;

FIG. 4 is a bottom plan view of the locking molded golf
club headcover of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is an enlarged sectional view of the locking molded
golf club headcover as viewed along lines 5—5 of FIG. 4;

FIG. 6 is an enlarged sectional view of the locking molded
golf club headcover as viewed along lines 6—6 of FIG. 4,
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FIG. 7 is an elevational view, partly in section, of the
locking molded golf club headcover as viewed along lines
7—7 of FIG. 4; and

FIG. 8 is an elevational view, partly in section, of the
locking molded golf club headcover as viewed along lines
8—8 of FIG. 4.

Comresponding reference numerals will be used through-
out the several figures of the drawings.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Although the locking molded golf club headcover of the
present invention is capable of being used with both wood
and irons golf club headcovers, the primary use appears to
be iron golf clubs. Thus, in the drawings and the description
that is to follow, the locking molded golf club headcover is
shown as being used in connection with iron golf clubs.
However, it will also be understood that wood club head-
covers could also be constructed using the features of the
present invention.

The golf club headcover for irons 1 shown in the drawings
is preferably formed by dip molding techniques.
Specifically, a mold mandrel (not shown) conforming to the
inside shape and configuration of the iron golf club head-
cover 1 is dipped into a bed of plastisol, such as polyvinyl-
chloride or the like. which also is preferably a coarse grain
material composition. Because the mold mandrel (not
shown) is sufficiently heated. the interior wall surface 3 (see
FIGS. 7-8) is formed with a smooth wall surface
configuration, while the extertor surface 5. as shown in
FIGS. 1-3, is textured. due to the coarse grain material
remaining out of contact with the mold mandrel (not shown).
As a result, an iron golf club 7 will slide easily along the
smooth interior wall surface 3. during assembly and disas-
sembly relative to the locking molded golf club headcover 1.
as illustrated by the phantom line representations of the iron
golf club 7 in FIGS. 1-2 of the drawings. On the other hand.
the textured exterior wall surface § enables a golfer to more
easily grip the locking molded golf club headcover 1, during

the assembly and disassembly of an iron golf club 7. The
manner of constructing and using the smooth interior wall

surface 3 and the textured exterior wall surface 5, in a golf
club headcover, is described in greater detail in our aftore-

mentioned U.S. Pat. No. 5.117.884.

The iron golf club headcover 1 shown in FIGS. 1-8 of the
drawings includes a golf club headcover section 9 that is
formed in the shape of the head of an iron golf club 7. in
order to surround the head of the iron golf club 7. Extending
below the golf club headcover section 9 is an integral skirt
section 11 which is constructed to allow passage of the iron
golf club 7 into and out of the golf club headcover section
9. as will be presently described.

It is well known that the heads of iron golf clubs extend
at various angles due to the shape and construction of iron
golf clubs used in the game of golf. As a result, the golf club
headcover section 9 illustrated in FIGS. 1-8 of the drawings
is representative of one angular offset shape corresponding
to the angular offset of a particular iron club head. It will
thus be understood that the angular offset shape of golf club
headcover sections 9 will vary depending on the angular
offset of the particular club face for which it 1s made.
Regardless of the particular angular offset shape of a golf
club headcover section 9. the golf club headcover section 9
and its integrally associated skirt section 11 have numerous
common features.

In this connection. the golf club headcover section 9 is
shown to include front and rear walls 13, 15. corresponding

10

15

20

25

30

35

45

50

55

65

4

to the front and rear faces of an tron club head (not shown),
as well as front and rear end walls 17, 19, also corresponding
to the front and end surfaces of the iron club head (not
shown). The golf clab headcover section 9 further includes
a top wall 21 interconnecting front and rear walls 13, 15 and
front and rear end walls 17. 19, as best seen in FIGS. 1-2 of

the drawings. The top wall 21 is suitable for imprinting or
stamping suitable indicia, such as a number identification of
the particular iron golf club with which the golf club
headcover 1 is to be used.

The golf club headcover section 9 includes the integral
skirt section 11 which has a fiexible and resilient restricted
throat configuration requiring deformation and expansion in
order to allow the passage of an iron head into and out of the
golf club headcover 1. In this connection, and as best seen
in FIG. 4 of the drawings. the integral skirt section 11 has a
generally collapsed oval cross-sectional configuration 23
forming the flexible and resilient restricted throat configu-
ration. In immediate proximity to the generally collapsed
oval cross sectional configuration 23, there is provided
inwardly directed elongated ribs 25, 27, as shown in FIGS.
4-5, which extend for substantially the entire length of the
collapsed oval cross sectional configuration 23, with the
exception of one end [29] 28 which has a generally circular
inner wall configuration conforming in shape to the shank of
the iron golf club 7. It will be appreciated that the inwardly
directed elongated ribs 28, 27, together with the generally
oval cross sectional configuration 23 at the outer free end of
the integral skirt section 11 provides the flexible and resilient
restricted throat configuration which must be opened and
then closed during the passage of the head of the iron golf
club 7 into and out of the golf club headcover section 9.

In FIG. 1 of the drawings. the head of the iron golf club
7 is shown as being positioned within the golf club head-
cover section 9 of the golf club headcover 1. In such
position, the golf club headcover section 9 surrounds the
head of the golf club iron 7, as illustrated. As the iron golf
club 7 is removed from the golf club headcover section 9, it
will be noted that the shank of the iron golf club 7 is tilted.

as best seen in FIG. 2 of the drawings. in order to allow the
head of the iron golf club 7 to readily pass through the

generally collapsed oval cross sectional configuration 23 of
the integral skirt 11. In so doing. the head of the iron golf
club 7. due to its angular offset shape, will cause the
generally collapsed oval cross-sectional configuration 23 to
deform and expand. in order to allow the head of the iron
golf club 7 to pass therethrough. Thereafter, the generally
collapsed oval cross sectional configuration 23 of the inte-
gral skirt 11 returns to its original configuration. It will be
apparent that by reversing the aforementioned steps. the
head of the iron golf club 7 can be positioned from the FIG.
2 to the FIG. 1 location relative to the golf club headcover
section 9 where it is initially releasably held in position, due
to the flexible and resilient restricted throat configuration 23
of the integral skirt section 11.

All of the features described above are generally disclosed

in our aforementioned U.S. Pat. No. 5.177.884, although the
general overall shape and configuration of the golf club

headcover 1 in the present invention differs somewhat. due,
in part, to some of the important inventive features of the
present invention.

The generally collapsed oval cross sectional configuration
23 of the integral skirt 11 functions. at least in part, in
releasably holding a golf club headcover 1 with respect to an
associated golf club. However, it has been discovered that
accidental dislodgement or disassociation of a golf club
headcover 1 relative to a golf club occurs more than is
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desired. Accordingly, the present invention incorporates
locking features in the golf club headcover 1 which over-

come this problem.

In this connection attention is now directed to the locking
feature incorporated in the golf club headcover 1. The
locking feature includes complementary interengaging male
and female elements 29, 31 formed in opposing front and
rear wall sections 13, 15 of the golf club headcover section
9. As best seen in FIGS. 1-3 and 5-7 of the drawings. the
integrally formed male clement 29 is formed in the golf club
headcover section 9 generally at the juncture of the golf club
headcover section 9 with its depending integral skirt section
11. The integrally formed male element 29 is formed with a
generally oval configuration as a result of an inwardly
directed oval depression formed in the rear wall 13, as best
illustrated in FIG. § of the drawings.

The complementary interengaging female element 31,
which is formed in the rear wall 15 as a modified pyramidal
shape is best shown in FIGS. 3-8 of the drawings. The
modified pyramidal shape is formed in both the golf club
head section P and its integral skirt section 11. The cross
sectional shape of this modified pyramidal female element
31 is best shown in FIG. § of the drawings as generally
representing a cross-sectional V-shape construction in the
area of its complementary interengagement with the male

element 29.

Because the complementary interengaging male and
female elements 29, [13] 33 are formed in the vicinity of the
flexible and resilient restricted throat provided by the gen-
erally collapsed oval cross-sectional configuration 23 of the
depending skirt 11, the complementary interengaging male
and female elements 29, 31 will function to prevent acci-
dental dislodgement or removal of the head of an iron golf
club 7 from the golf club headcover section 9. Thus, the
complementary interengaged male and female elements 29,
31, together with the flexible and resilient restricted throat of
the collapsed oval cross sectional configuration 23 in the
depending skirt section 11, provides a positive interengaging
structure which substantially prevents inadvertent or acci-
dental removal or dislodgement of the golf club headcover
1 from the head of an iron golf club 7.

Note further that the male element 29 is positioned below
the head of the iron golf club 7 for underlying same, as
shown in FIG. 1 of the drawings. This provides further
assistance to the interengaged male and female elements 29,
31 and the collapsed oval cross sectional configuration 23 of
the depending internal skirt section 11 in retaining a golf
club head within the golf club headcover section 9. As a
result, accidental displacement or dislodgement of a golf
club relative to the golf club headcover section 9 and its
associated depending integral skirt section 11 is substantially
minimized or prevented.

At the same time, when it is desired to remove or re-apply
the golf club headcover 1 relative to the head of an iron golf
club 7, the golf club headcover 1 can function in the manner
previously described to allow removal and subsequent rein-
sertion of the head of an iron golf club 7 within the golf club
headcover 1. In this regard, it will be seen from FIGS. 5-7
of the drawings that even when the complementary male and
female locking elements 29, 31 are in engaged position, they
occupy a limited part of the restricted throat area and are
spaced a small predetermined distance from each other
when in such engaged position, in order to facilitate resilient
deformation of the flexible and resilient male and female
locking elements 29, 31 upon the insertion and removal of a
golf club head.
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From the foregoing, it will now be appreciated that the
one-piece molded flexible plastic material golf club head-
cover of the present invention provides numerous features
and advantages not shown by the prior art, while achieving
the several objects and features of the present invention with

unexpected advantageous results.

As various changes could be made in the above construc-
tion without departing from the scope of the invention, it is
intended that all matter contained in the above description or
shown in the accompanying drawings shall be interpreted as
illustrative and not in a limiting sense.

We claim:

1. A one-piece molded flexible plastic material golf club
headcover for use with a golf club having a golf club head
and shank, comprising:

a golf club headcover section for substantially surround-
ing the golf club head, and fiexible and resilient
complementary male and female locking elements
formed in a restricted throat area of said headcover
section [biased] biased for resilient deformation to a
non-engaged position upon the insertion and removal
of a golf club head and for resilient return to an engaged
position below the golf club head after passage of the
golf club head through said restricted throat area and
into said golf club headcover section for releasably
holding the golf club headcover to the golf club head,
said complementary male and female locking elements
occupying a limited part of the restricted throat area
and being at least partially spaced a small predeter-
mined distance from each other when in engaged
position in order to facilitate resilient deformation of
the male and female locking elements upon the inser-
tion and removal of a golf club head.

2. The golf club headcover as defined in claim 1 wherein
the flexible and resilient complementary interengaging male
and female locking elements are in a flexible and resilient
restricted throat in the opposing wall sections of the golf

club headcover section.
3. The golf club headcover as defined in claim 2 wherein

the male element extends inwardly within the golf club
headcover section and underlies the golf club head.

4. The golf club headcover as defined in claim 3 wherein
the flexible and resilient restricted throat has a generally
collapsed oval configuration substantially larger than the
male and female locking elements, and the male locking
element has a generally oval exterior shape which is sub-
stantially smaller than a modified pyramidal shape of the
female locking element.

5. A one-piece molded flexible plastic material golf dub

headcover for use with a golf club having a golf club head
and shank, comprising:
a golf club headcover section for substantially surround-
ing the golf club head;
a flexible and resilient restricted throat [foraged] formed

in the golf club headcover section which has an internal
dimension smaller than the golf club head such that
upon insertion of the golf club head. the flexible and
resilient restricted throat deforms and expands to allow
the passage of the golf club head into the golf club
headcover section and subsequent return to its initial
configuration; and

flexible and resilient complementary interengaged male
and female elements formed in the golf club headcover
section in the vicinity of the flexible and resilient
restricted throat, said complementary interengaged
male and female elements being flexibly and resiliently
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separated from one another to non-engaged position as
the flexible and resilient restricted throat deforms and
expands to allow passage of the golf club head. and said
complementary interengaged male and female ele-
ments being flexibly and resiliently returned to engaged
position after passage of the golf club head for under-
lying the golf club head and releasably holding the golf
club headcover section on the golf club head, and said
complementary interengaged male and female ele-
ments occupying a limited part of the restricted throat
area and being at least partially spaced a small pre-
determined distance from each other when in engaged

position in order to facilitate resilient deformation of

the male and female elements upon the insertion and

removal of a golf club head.
6. The golf club headcover as defined in claim § wherein

the complementary interengaged male and female elements
are formed in opposing flexible and resilient wall sections of

said golf club headcover section.

7. The golf club headcover as defined in claim 6 wherein
the male element is adapted to be positioned below the golf
club head while being complementary engaged with the
female element for releasably holding the golf club head-
cover section to the golf club head.

8. The golf club headcover as defined in claim 7 wherein
the male element extends inwardly within the golf club
headcover section and is of substantially smaller size than
the female element.

9. The golf club headcover as defined in claim § wherein
the male element has a general oval configuration and the

female element has a modified pyramidal shape.

10. The golf club headcover as defined in claim 9 wherein
the flexible and resilient restricted throat has a generally
collapsed oval configuration.

11. A one-piece molded flexible plastic material golf club
headcover for use with a golf club having a golf club head

and shank, comprising:

a golf club headcover section for substantially surround-
ing the golf club head, and flexible and resilient locking
elements provided in a restricted throat area of said
headcover section biased for resilient deformation to a
non-engaged position upon the insertion and removal
of a golf club head and for resilient return to an
engaged position below the golf club head after pas-
sage of the golf club head through said restricted throat
area and into said golf club headcover section for
releasably holding the golf club headcover to the golf
club head, at least one of the flexible and resilient
locking elements extending at least partially across the

restricted throat area to provide underlying positive
structural interference within the restricted throat area

of at least one of the flexible and resilient locking
elements with a golf club head when the flexible and
resilient locking elements are in engaged position said
flexible and resilient locking elements being in struc-
turally cooperating relationship with said restricted
throat area to resist inadvertent opening of the
restricted throat area and accidental dislodgment of the
golf club headcover from the golf club head, and said
flexible and resilient locking elements occupying a
limited part of the restricted throat area while also
being at least partially spaced a small predetermined
distance from each other when in engaged position in
order to facilitate resilient deformation of the flexible
and resilient locking elements upon the insertion and
removal of a golf club head.
1 2. A molded flexible plastic material golf club headcover
for use with a golf club having a golf club head and shank,

comprising:

10

15

20

25

30

8

a golf club headcover section for substantially surround-
ing the golf club head, and flexible and resilient locking
elements provided in a restricted throat area of said
headcover section biased for resilient deformation to a
non-engaged position upon the insertion and removal
of a golf club head and for resilient return to an
engaged position below the golf club head after pas-
sage of the golf club head through said restricted throat
area and into said golf club headcover section for
releasably holding the golf club headcover to the golf
club head, at least one of the flexible and resilient
locking elements extending at least partially across the
restricted throat area to provide underlying positive
structural interference within the restricted throat area
of at least one of the flexible and resilient locking
elements with a golf club head when the flexible and
resilient locking elements are in engaged position, said
flexible and resilient locking elements being in struc-
turally cooperating relationship with said restricted
throat area to resist inadvertent opening of the
restricted throat area and accidental dislodgment of the
golf club headcover from the golf club head, and said
flexible and resilient locking elements occupying a
limited part of the restricted throat area while also
being at least partially spaced a small predetermined
distance from each other when in engaged position in
order to facilitate resilient deformation of the flexible

and resilient locking elements upon the insertion and
removal of a golf club head.

{3. The golf club headcover as defined in claim [
wherein the flexible and resilient locking elements are in a

flexible and resilient throat in opposing wall sections of the
golf club headcover section.

14. A molded flexible plastic material golf club headcover

15 for use with a golf club having a golf club head and shank,
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comprising:

a golf club headcover section for substantially surround-
ing the golf club head;

a flexible and resilient restricted throat formed in the golf
club headcover section which has an intermal dimen-
sion smaller than the golf club head such that upon
insertion of the golf club head, the flexible and resilient
restricted throat deforms and expands to allow the
passage of the golf club head into the golf club head-
cover section and subsequent return to its initial con-
figuration; and

flexible and resilient locking elements formed in the golf
club headcover section in the vicinity of the flexible and
resilient throat, said flexible and resilient locking ele-
ments being flexibly and resiliently separated from one
another to non-engaged position as the flexible and
resilient restricted throat deforms and expands to allow
passage of the golf club head, and said flexible and
resilient locking elements being flexibly and resiliently

returned to engaged position after passage of the golf
club head for underlying the golf club head and releas-

ably holding the golf club headcover section on the golf
club head, at least one of the flexible and resilient
locking elements extending at least partially across the
restricted throat area to provide underlying positive
structural interference within the restricted throat area

of at least one of the flexible and resilient locking
elements with a golf club head when the flexible and
resilient locking elements are in engaged position, said
flexible and resilient locking elements being in struc-
turally cooperating relationship with said restricted
throat area to resist inadvertent opening of the
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restricted throat area and accidental dislodgment of the
golf club headcover from the golf club head, and said
flexible and resilient locking elements occupying a
limited part of the restricted throat area while also
being at least partially spaced a small predetermined
distance from each other when in engaged position in
order to facilitate resilient deformation of the flexible
and resilient locking elements upon the insertion and
removal of a golf club head.

15. A molded flexible plastic material golf club headcover
for use with a golf club having a golf club head and shank,
comprising:

a golf club headcover section for substantially surround-

ing the golf club head; and

a locking element extending at least partially across a

restricted throat area of said golf club headcover
biased for resilient deformation to a non-engaged posi-
tion upon the insertion and removal of a golf club head
and for resilient return to an engaged position below at
least a portion of the golf club head after passage of the
golf club head through said restricted throat area and
into said golf club headcover section for releasably
holding the golf club headcover to the golf club head,
said locking element extending at least partially across
and being in structurally cooperating relationship with
said restricted throat area when said locking element is
in engaged position to provide positive underlying
structural interference within the restricted throat area
in order to resist inadvertent opening of the restricted
throat area and accidental dislodgment of the golf club
headcover from the golf club head, and said locking
element occupying a limited part of the restricted throat
area and being at least partially spaced from the
restricted throat by a small predetermined distance
when in engaged position in order to facilitate resilient
deformation to a non-engaged position upon the inser-
tion and removal of a golf club head.

16. The golf club headcover of claim 15 wherein said
locking element further comprises a first locking member on
one side of said restricted throat area and a second locking
member on an opposite side of said restricted throat area,
said respective locking members being resiliently biased

toward each other.
17. A flexible golf club headcover for use with a golf club

having a golf club head and shank, comprising:
a golf club headcover section for substantially surround-
ing the golf club head;

an integral skirt section extending below the headcover
section, said skirt section having a flexible resilient
throat with a collapsed oval cross-section including a

substantially circular-shaped opening at one end
thereof to accommodate the shank of the golf club; and

locking elements on at least one of said skirt skirt section
or headcover section adjacent said substantially
circular-shaped opening, said locking elements being
arranged to close said throat when in engagement
position with a golf club head for securing the sub-
stantially circular-shaped opening of said skirt section
around the shank of the golf club, said locking elements
extending at least partially across and being in struc-
turally cooperating relationship with said throat when
said locking elements are in engagement position with
a golf club head to resist inadvertent opening of the
throat and accidental dislodgment of the golf club
headcover from the golf club head, and said locking

elements occupying a limited part of the flexible resil-

10
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ient throat while also being at least partially spaced a
small predetermined distance from each other when in
engagement position with a golf club head in order to
facilitate resilient deformation of the locking elements
upon the insertion and removal of a golf club head.
18. The golf club headcover of claim 17 wherein said
locking elements further comprise a first locking element on
a first side of at least one of said skirt section or headcover
section and a second locking element on a second side of at
least one of said skirt section or headcover section said first

and second locking elements being in normally biased

closed relationship when said golf club headcover section
surrounds the golf club head.
19. A molded flexible plastic material golf club headcover

15 Jor use with a golf club having a golf club head and shank,

20
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comprising.

a golf club headcover section for substantially surround-
ing the golf club head; and

a locking element extending at least partially across a
restricted throat area of said golf club headcover
biased for resilient deformation to a non-engaged posi-
tion upon the insertion and removal of a golf club head
and for resilient return to an engaged position below at
least a portion of the golf club head after passage of the
golf club head through said restricted throat area and
into said golf club headcover section for releasably
holding the golf club headcover to the golf club head,
said locking element being in structurally cooperating
relationship with said restricted throat area to resist
inadvertent opening of the restricted throat area and
accidental dislodgment of the golf club headcover from
the golf club head, said locking element further com-
prising a male locking member on one side of said
restricted throat area and a complementary female
locking member on an opposite side of said restricted
throat area, said respective male or female locking
members occupying a limited part of the restricted
throat area and being at least partially spaced a small
predetermined distance from each other when in
engaged position while being resiliently biased toward
each other in order to facilitate resilient deformation of
the respective male and female locking members upon
the insertion and removal of a golf club head.

20. A flexible golf club headcover for use with a golf club

a5 having a golf club head and shank, comprising:

55

65

a golf club headcover section for substantially surround-
ing the golf club head;

an integral skirt section extending below the headcover
section, said skirt section having a flexible resilient
throat with a collapsed oval cross-section including a
substantially circular-shaped opening at one end
thereof to accommodate the shank of the golf club; and
locking elements on at least one of said skirt section or
headcover section adjacent said substantially circular-
shaped opening, said locking elements being arranged
to close said throat and secure the substantially
circular-shaped opening of said skirt section around
the shank of the golf club, said locking elements being
in structurally cooperating relationship with said
throat to resist inadvertent opening of the throat and
accidental dislodgment of the golf club headcover from
the golf club head, said locking elements further com-
prising a male locking element on a first side of at least
one of said skirt section or headcover section and a
complementary female locking element on a second
side of at least one of said skirt section or headcover
section, said first and second locking elements being in
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normally biased closed relationship when said golf
club headcover section surrounds the golf club head,

and said respective male and female locking elements
occupying a limited part of the flexible resilient throat

12

throat to resist inadvertent opening of the restricted
throat section and accidental dislodgment of the golf

club headcover from the golf club head, said locking
elements further comprising a first locking element on

and being at least partially spaced a small predeter- 5 a first side of ar least one of said skirt section or
mined distance from each other when in engaged {zeadcover section and a.complememary Sﬂ'ﬂ‘ﬂ"f_f lﬂc_k-
position while being resiliently biased toward each ing element on a second side of at least one of said skirt
other in order to facilitate resilient deformation of the section or headcover section, said complementary first
respective male and female locking elements upon the and second locking elements being normally resiliently
insertion and removal of a golf club head 10 biased toward each other with a least one locking
21. A flexible golf club headcover for use with a golf club element exrem?mg at least p ar{mlly across the thm at
having a golf club head and shank, comprising: when the locking elements are in engagement position
8 : b , H- ndd with a golf club head for securing the substantially

¢ g_alfclub hjadfover se:.::tmn Jor substantialty surround- circular-shaped opening of said skirt section around
ing the golf club head, . the shank of the golf club, and said complementary first

an integral skirt section extending below the headcover
section, said skirt section having a flexible resilient
throat with a collapsed oval cross-section including a
substantially circular-shaped opening at one end

thereof to accommodate the shank of the golf club; and 2

locking elements on at least one of said skirt section or
headcover section adjacent said substantially circular-
shaped opening, said locking elements being arranged
to close said throat when in engagement position with
a golf club head in order to secure the substantially
circular-shaped opening of said skirt section around
the shank of the golf club, said locking elements being
in structurally cooperating relationship with said kox kK %

and second locking elements occupying a limited part
of the flexible resilient throat and being at least par-
tially spaced from each other when in engagement
position with a golf club head to facilitate resilient
deformation of said complementary first and second

locking elements upon the insertion and removal of a

golf club head.
22. The golf club headcover as defined in claim 21
wherein the complementary first and second locking ele-

ments are in substantially confronting relationship when in

25
engagement position with a golf club head.
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