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[57] ABSTRACT

A utlity bag which is generally rectangular in shape
and size to fit into an athletic locker or under the seat of
an airplane. [ The} A preferred embodiment of the utility
bag comprises:

(a) a pair of transversely positioned, generally rectan-
gular, rigid frame members longitudinally spaced
apart within the interior of the bag; |

(b) a fabric side panel having a width such that the
forward and rearward edges of the side panel ex-
tend beyond the opposing outside edges of the
frame members respectively, with the side panel
tautly enveloping the frame members on the out-
side surfaces thereof to form contiguous top wall,
bottom wall and sidewalls of the utility bag:

(c) a generally rectangular fabric end panel attached
at 1ts edges to the rearward edges of the side to
form a closed rear end wall of the utility bag;

(d) an outwardly swinging, generally rectangular
fabric door attached in hinge-like fashion along one
elongate edge thereof to a forward side wall edge
of a side panel of the utility bag; and

(¢) an interengaging zipper closure means attached to
the remaining edge portions of the forward edge of
the side panel and the other three side edges of the
rectangular fabric door for releasably securing the
fabric door in a closed position to the otherwise
open, front end of the utility bag.

26 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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UTILITY BAG

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made
by reissue,

This application is a continuation of U.S. application

5

Ser. No. 07/541,717, filed Jun. 21, 1990, for UTILITY 10

BAG, now abandoned, which is a reissue of U.S. Pat. No.
4,752,008, issued Jun. 21, 1988 for UTILITY BAG,

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates generally to utility bags
for carrying clothing and other items. In particular, the
present invention relates to utility bags which are gener-
ally rectangular in shape and sized to fit into an athletic
locker or under the seat of an airplane.

2. State of the Art

Utility bags for carrying clothing and other items are
well known, and such bags have come in various sizes
and shapes. Utility bags have been commonly used as
carry on bags for airline travel. In addition, another
major use for utility bags is carrying athletic clothing
and equipment. A patent search developed the follow-
ing U.S. patents which are relevant to the present inven-
t10on:

Feinberg et al: U.S. Pat. No. 3,506,112, issued Apr. 14,

1970.

Leachman: U.S. Pat. No. 2,631,632, issued Mar. 17,

1953
Shaw; U.S. Pat. No. 1,175,478, issued Mar. 14, 1916
Katz et al: U.S. Pat. No. D. 270,873, issued Nov. 24,

1983
Piough: U.S. Pat. No. D. 265,268, issued Jul. 6, 1982
Pteiffer: U.S. Pat. No. D. 262,072, issued Dec. 1, 1981
Rabinowitz: U.S. Pat. No. D. 243,637, issued Mar. 8,

1977
Canton: U.S. Pat. No. D. 238,010, issued Dec. 9, 1975
Milette: U.S. Pat. No. D. 227,946, issued Jul. 24, 1973
Anderson: U.S. Pat. No. D. 151,950, issued Dec. 7,

1948.

The bags of the prior art generally either open from
the tops thereof, or open into two equal halves about a
vertical hinge axis, or have one of the larger broad sides
thereof pivot open about a horizontal hinge axis posi-
tioned in the bottom floor of the bag. Heretofore, there
has been no disclosure of a utility bag capable of carry-
ing clothing as gym clothes, towels, shoes, personal
grooming items, and sports apparatus such as tennis
rackets, wherein the bag has a generally rectangular
shape, has one of its smaller, rectangular, sides adapted
to be pivotally opened about a vertical axis in one of the
larger, rectangular sides, and is sized to fit conveniently
Into an athletic locker or under the seat of an airplane.

3. Objectives |

A principal objective of the invention is to provide a
novel utility bag formed of fabric exterior sides, with
the bag being adapted for carrying clothing, such as
gym clothes, towels, shoes, as well as personal groom-
Ing items, and sports apparatus such as rackets, balls,
etc., wherein the bag has a generally rectangular shape,
has one of its smaller, rectangular, end sides adapted to
be pivotally opened about a vertical axis in one of the
larger, rectangular, broad sides, and is sized to fit conve-
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nmently into an athletic locker or under the seat of an
airplane.

Another objective of the present invention is to pro-
vide such a novel utility bag having its front opening
door formed by spaced, rectangular, fabric panels
which are separated by relatively narrow, perimeter,
fabric panels such that an enclosed pouch is formed in
the door, with the pouch having an access through the
top of the door for receiving such items as wet swim
trunks, damp towels, etc. A further objective of the
present invention is to provide such a novel utility bag
having a plurality of pockets located on the inner face
of the front opening door, i.e., the face of the door
which faces the inside of the bag when the door is
closed, wherein the pockets are adapted to hold various
grooming items.

A still further objective of the present invention is to
provide such a novel utility bag having an interior shelf
which can be folded to a position lying along an inside
wall of the bag or can be positioned horizontally in the
interior of the bag such that the interior of the bag is
divided into two compartments, with the upper com-
partment being suitable for accommodating clothing,
towels, etc., while the lower compartment is suitable for
holding shoes and other items which are desirably main-
tained out of contact with the clothing and other items
in the upper compartment.

An additional objective of the present invention is to
provide such a novel utility bag having a lightweight,
internal framework comprising a pair of spaced, sub-
stantially rectangular, rigid frame members combined
with elongate, upper and lower, generally U-shaped,
stiffener sheets positioned between the upper and lower
sides of the frame members, such that the fabric exterior
sides of the bag are maintained in a rectangularly-
shaped, substantially taut condition.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The above objectives are achieved in accordance
with the present invention by providing a novel utility
bag which is generally reactangular in shape, is formed
of shaped, fabric, exterior panels and is sized to conve-
niently fit into an athletic locker or under the seat of an
airplane.

The utility bag comprises pair of transversely posi-
tioned, generally rectangular, rigid frame members
which are spaced longitudinally apart to form a forward
frame member and a rearward frame member of the
bag. Each frame member has parallel, elongate sides of
equal longitudinal dimensions. The upper ends of the
elongate sides are contiguous with an upper, elongate
side component of the respective frame member, and
the lower ends are contiguous with a lower, elongate
side component of the frame member. The upper and
lower side components of the respective frame mem-
bers are substantially parallel with each other and have
substantially the same longitudinal dimensions, with the
longitudinal dimensions of the upper and lower side
components being somewhat shorter than the corre-
sponding, longitudinal dimensions of the sides of the
frame member.

The sides of the utility bag are in a preferred embodi-
ment of the invention, formed from a fabric side panel
which has a width such that the forward and rearward
edges of the side panel extend beyond the opposing,
outside edges of the longitudinally spaced, respective
frame members. The side panel forms a taut envelope
about the frame members encircling the outside surfaces
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thereof. The opposing ends of the encircling side panel
meet each other are joined together therealong across
the width of the panel. The encircling side panel thus
form a contiguous top wall, bottom wall and opposite
side walls of the bag, with the top wall being substan-
tially parallel with the bottom wall and with the oppos-
ing sidewalls being substantially parallel with each
other and generally perpendicular to the top wall and

bottom wall.
A generally rectangular, fabric, end panel is attached

~ at its edges to the rearward edges of the side panel that
encircles the frame members. The end panel forms a
closed, rear, end wall of the utility bag. An outwardly
swinging, generally rectangular, fabric door is attached

10

in hinge-like fashion along one elongate edge thereof to 5

a sidewall edge of the forward edge of the side panel to

form a hinged door for the front of the utility bag. An
interengaging zipper closure means is preferably at-
tached to the remaining edge portions of the forward

edge of the side panel and the other three side edges of 20

the rectangular, fabric door for releasably securing the
door 1n a closed position to the front edges of the top,
bottom and side panels of the bag.

Additional objects and features of the invention will
become apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion, taken together with the accompanying drawings.

THE DRAWINGS

Preferred embodiments of the present itnvention rep-
resenting the best mode presently contemplated of car-
rying out the invention are tliustrated in the accompa-
nying drawings in which:

F1G. 1a 1s pictorial representation of a novel, utility

bag in accordance with the present invention:

FIG. 2 is a pictorial representation similar to that of

FIG. 1 but showing the end door of the utility bag open
and showing portions of the sidewalls of the bag cut
away to 1llustrate internal structure; and

FIG. 31s a vertical cross section taken along line 3—3

of FIG. 1.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
ILLUSTRATED EMBODIMENT

A preferred embodiment of the utlity bag of the
present invention is 1llustrated in the drawings. The bag,
shown generally by the reference numeral 10, includes
a pair of transversely positioned, generally rectangular,
rigid frame members 12 and 14 which are longitudinally
spaced apart in substantially parallel configuration to
form a forward frame member 12 and a rearward frame
member 14. Each of the frame members 12 and 14 have
parallel, elongate sides 16 which have equal longitud:-
nal dimensions. Elongate, upper sides 18 and elongate,
lower sides 20 join the respective upper and lower ends
of the frame members 12 and 14. The upper and lower
sides 18 and 20 of each respective frame member 12 and
14 have equal dimensions and are generally parallel
with each other.

The mutually respective, upper ends of the sides 16 of

each frame member 12 and 14 are contiguous with an
elongate, upper side element 18, and the mutually re-
spective, lower ends of the sides 16 are contiguous with
an elongate, lower side element 20. Preferably, the junc-
ture between the sides 16 and the upper and lower ele-
ments 18 and 20 have smooth, arcuate, exterior con-
tours. The sides 16 and the upper and lower elements 18
and 20 of the respective frame members 12 and 14 are
preferably formed from relatively narrow strips of sheet

metal, but could, of course, be made of a different, suit-
able material such as molded or extruded polymeric
material. The elongate dimensions of the upper and
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4

lower elements 18 and 20 are shorter than the corre-
sponding, elongate dimensions of the sides 16. Prefera-
bly, the elongate dimensions of the each of the upper
and lower elements 18 and 20 are between about one-
third and two-thirds of the elongate dimension of the
respective sides 16. The sides 16 and the upper and
lower elements 18 of each frame member 12 and 14 are
advantageously covered with a tubular slip cover made

of a sheet of fabric or flexible polymeric material.

The exterior sides of the bag 10 are formed from
fabric panels. As illustrated, a fabric side panel forms
the longitudinal sides of the bag 10. The fabric side
panel comprises a first cloth panel portion 24 extending
along mutually respective, spaced, sides 16 of the
longitudinally spaced frame members 12 and 14. The
first cloth panel 24 forms one longitudinal side of the
utility bag 10. A second cloth panel portion 26 of the
fabric side panel extends along mutually respective,
spaced, upper sides 18 of the longitudinally spaced
frame members 12 and 14. The second cloth panel 26
forms the top wall of the utility bag 10. A third cloth
panel portion 28 of the fabric side panel extends along
mutually respective, spaced sides 16 of the longitudinal-
ly spaced frame members 12 and 14. The third cloth
panel 28 forms the other longitudinal side of the utihity
bag 10. A forth cloth panel portion 30 of the fabric side
panel extends along mutually respective, spaced lower
sides 20 of the longitudinally spaced frame members 12
and 14. The fourth cloth panel 30 forms the bottom
wall of the utility bag 10.

The fabric side panel compnsing the cloth panels
24-30 advantageously is formed of a single, elongate
piece of cloth which tautly envelopes the frame mem-
bers 12 and 14 on the outside surfaces thereof. It 1s to be
recognized, however, that the fabric side panel could be
formed of four separate cloth panels 24-30 sewed to-
gether in essentially end-to-end fashion to form the
composite fabric side panel enveloping the frame mem-
bers 12 and 14, Whether formed of four cloth panels
sewed together or of one continuous piece of cloth, the
enveloping side panel is joined, as by sewing, to itself at
its opposite ends and along the width of the cloth panel
to form the top wall, bottom wall and oppostte side-
walls of the bag 10, wherein the top wall is substantially
parallel with the bottomm wall, and the sidewalls are
substantially parallel with each other. The enveloping
fabric side panel has a width and is positioned such that
the forward and rearward edges of the component cloth
panels 24-30 extend beyond the opposing, outside edges
of the respective, space frame members 12 and 14. Pref-
erably, the forward edges of the cloth panels 24-30
extend to a position which is closely adjacent to the
forward frame member 12, and the rearward edges of

the cloth panels 24-30 extend to a position which is

space beyond the rearward frame member 14. In a par-
ticularly preferred embodiment of the invention, the
rearward edges of the cloth panels 24-30 are spaced
beyond the rearward frame member 14 by a distance of
at least about one-fifth and no greater than about one-
third the distance between the spaced apart, forward
and rearward frame members 12 and 14. Flexible panel
material 27 is attached to the framework to form an
abutting top wall, a bottom wall, sidewalls, and form-
ing a generally rectangular end wall to define a gener-
ally rectangular cavity therein.

A generally rectangular, fabric, end panel 34 1s at-
tached at its opposite edges to the rearward extending
edges of the cloth panels 24-30 1o form a closed rear
end wall of the utility bag 10. An outwardly swinging.
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generally rectangular, fabric door 36 is attached to the
forward extending edges of the cloth panels 24-30 to
form a closure for the front end of the utility bag 10.
The fabric door 36 is attached in hinge-like fashion
along one of its elongate, vertical edges to a corre-
sponding. vertical, forward, side wall edge of a side
cloth panel 28. An interengaging zipper closure means
s attached to the forward edge portions of the forward
side wall edges of the remaining three cloth panels 24,
25 and 30, as well as to the other three side edges of the
fabric door 36 for releasably securing the fabric door 36
in a closed position at the front end of the utility bag.

In the preferred embodiment as illustrated in the
drawings, the door comprises a generally rectangular,
fabric, inner end panel 38 which has substantially paral-
lel side edges and substantially parallel top and bottom
edges. The panel 38 has substantially the same rectangu-
lar shape and dimensions as the pair of rigid frame mem-
bers 12 and 14 of the bag 10. A cloth hinge means 40
attaches a side edge of the inner door panel 38 to the
forward, vertical edge of side panel 38 of the bag 10.

A generally rectangular, shape retaining rod member
42 is provided adjacent to the perimeter of the inner end
panel 38. Preferably, the rod member 42 is sewn into a
position adjacent the perimeter of the inner end panel] 38
in the manner of a conventional piping. The rod mem-
ber 42 supplies shape retaining characteristics, stability
and strength to the fabric door 36.

The door 36 has exterior sides which are formed from
fabric panels. As illustrated, a fabric side panel forms
the longitudinal sides of the door 36. The fabric side
panel comprises a first cloth panel portion 50 extending
along a mutually respective side edge of the inner end
panel 38 of the door 36. As shown in the drawings, the
first cloth panel 50 forms one longitudinal side of the
door 36. A second cloth panel portion 52 of the fabric
side panel extends along a mutually respective, upper
side edge of the inner end panel 38 of the door 36. The
second cloth panel 52 forms the longitudinal top wall of
the door 36. A third cloth panel portion 54 of the fabric
side panel of the door 36 extends along the other, mutu-
ally respective, side edge of the inner end panel 38 of
the door 36. The third cloth panel 54 forms the other
longitudinal side of the door 36. A fourth cloth panel

portion 56 of the fabric side panel extends along the
mutually respective, lower side of the inner end panel
38 of the door 36. The fourth cloth panel $6 forms the
bottom wall of the door 36.

The fabric side panel comprising the cloth panels
50-56 is advantageously formed of a single, elongate
piece of cloth which is maintained in a substantially
rectangular configuration by the rod member 42 posi-
tioned adjacent to the perimeter of the inner end panel
38 of the door 36. It is to be recognized, however, that
the fabric side panel could be formed of four separate
cloth panels 50-56 sewed together in essentially end-to-
end fashion to form the composite fabric side panel of
the door 36. Whether formed of four cloth panels sewed
together or of one continuous piece of cloth, the side
panel of the door 36 is joined, as by sewing, to itself at
Its opposite ends and along the width of the cloth pane]
to form the top, bottom and opposite sides of the door
36, wherein the top of the door is substantially parallel
with the bottom door, and the sides of the door 36 are
substantially parallel with each other.

A closed, forward end wall is provided for the door
36. This end wall comprises a generally rectangular,
outer, end panel 38 which has subsequentially the same
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shape and demensions as the inner end panel 38 of the
door 36. The perimeter edges of the outer end panel 58
15 attached, as by sewing, to the mutually respective,
otherwise free, extending side edges of the side panels
50-56 of the door 36. The door 36 thus including a
generally rectangular pouch which is enclosed by the
inner end panel 38, the outer end panel 58 and the side
panels 50-56.

The cloth from which the inner end panel 38, the
outer end pane! 58 and the side panels 50-56 of the door
36 is preferably of the type having a rubberized or
otherwise water proof inner surface facing inwardly of
the pouch formed in the door 36. This advantageously
permits wet items, such as wet swimming suits, damp
towels, etc., to be placed in the pouch out of contact
with the other items carried in the bag 10. Because of
the water barrier formed by the cloth from which the
door 36 1s made, the other items in the bag 10 can be
maintained in a dry condition when wet items are
isolated in the pouch formed in the door 36.

An elongate opening is provided in the top wall por-
tion 52 of the door 36 for access to the pouch formed in
the door 36. The opening preferably extends completely
across the longitudinal length of the top wall panel 52
and downwardly a relative short distance on both the
side panels 50 and 54. A closure means, preferably com-
prising a zipper closure 60, is provided in combination
with the opening for releasably closing the opening in
the top portion 52 of the door 36.

Advantageously, at least one outer pocket 64 is pro-
vided on the exterior face of the outer end panel 58 of
the door 36 for carrying various small items. Preferably,
the pocket 64 is provided with a zipper closure. As
illustrated in the drawings, a second smaller pocket 66
can be provided on the exterior face of the outer end
panel 38 of the door 36. Generally, the second pocket 66
and any subsequent pockets on the exterior face of the
outer end panel 58 are open at their tops and are not
provided with closure means. '

In the preferred embodiment, as illustrated, a plural-
ity of pocket 62 are provided on the face of the inner
end panel 38 of the door 36. The pocket 62 can be of
various sizes and shapes and are preferably open at their
tops. The pocket 62 are used to advantage for carrying
various grooming items, such as brushes, combs, mir-
rors, lotion bottles, toothbrush, shaver, etc. A larger
side pocket 68 can be provided on the exterior face of
one of the sidewalls (sidewall 24 as shown in FIG. 1 of
the drawings) of the bag 10 for carrying larger items
such as rackets and other sports equipment.

It 1s further advantageous to provide a folding, gener-
ally rigid, divider panel 70 within the interior of the bag
10 as shown in the drawings. The divider panel 70,
when positioned in its unfolded, horizontal position,
divides the interior of the bag 10 into separate upper and
lower chambers. The divider panel 70 is conveniently
held 1n place by two fabric straps 72 and 74 which
extent between the vertical legs of the respective frame
members 12 and 14. The first divider strap 72 is attached
at its opposite ends to the rearward frame member 14.
The second divider strap 74 has its opposite ends sewed
to the opposite sides of the bag 10 at a point near the
upper end of the bag 10 and adjacent to the forward
frame member 12. The end portions of the second di-
vider strap 74 extend down along the sides of the for-
ward frame member to a position intermediate the
height of the bag and at a point within a horizontal
plane passing through the bag 10 at which the divider
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panel 70 is to be positioned when in 1ts working, un-
folded position. The intermediate portion of the second
divider strap 74 extend across the interior of the bag 10
to form a support for the front end of the divider panel
70 when the divider panel is in its working, unfolded
position. The intermediate portion of the second divider
strap 74 is preferably attached to the underside of the
front end of the divider panel 70 by an appropriate
fastening device such as a broad-headed rivet 78.

The divider panel 70 is shown in its unfolded, work-
ing position in FIGS. 2 and 3 of the drawings, and, as
shown, the divider panel 70 rests in a substantially hori-
zontal plane on the two divider straps 72 and 74. If it 1s
not desired to divide the bag 10 into two interior cham-
bers, the divider panel 70 is folded up against the end
panel 34 of the bag 10. This is conveniently done by
lifting the forward end of the divider panel 70 upwardly
from its support on the divider strap 74. The rearward
end of the divider panel 70 is allowed to slide back-
wardly and downwardly over the rearward divider
strap 72 to a position at which the rearward end of the
divider panel 70 rests on the floor 76 of the bag 10. The
forward end of the divider panel 70 is then pivoted
toward the rearward end of the bag 10 until the divider
panel 70 is positioned substantially adjacent to the end
panel 34 of the bag.

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3 of the drawings, the
utility bag 10 is advantageously provided with two,
elongate, generally U-shaped, stiffener or shape retainer
sheets 80 and 82. The upper stiffener sheet 80 1s posi-
tioned over the upper sides 18 of the forward and rear-
ward frame members 12 and 14 so that the broad, base
portion of the stiffener sheet 80 lies on top of the upper
sides 18 of the frame members 12 and 14, and between
the frame members and the top wall 26 of the bag 10.
The downwardly directed legs of the U-shaped stiffener
sheet 80 extend downwardly along the exterior side of
the sides 16 of the frame members 12 and 14, between
the frame members and the side panels 24 and 28 of the
bag 10. The lower stiffener sheet 82 is positioned be-
neath the lower sides 20 of the forward and rearward
frame members 12 and 14 so that the broad, base portion
of the stiffener sheet 82 lies just below the lower sides 20
of the frame members 12 and 14, and between the frame
members and the bottom wall 30 of the bag 10. The
upwardly directed legs of the U-shaped stiffener sheet
82 extend upwardly along the exterior side of the sides
16 of the frame members 12 and 14, between the frame
members and the side panels 24 and 2B of the bag 10.
The stiffener sheets 82 are preferably made of poly-
meric material or paperboard material, but could also be
made of sheet metal.

The utility bag 10 can also advantageously be pro-
vided with a floor panel 76 which, as shown in FIGS. 2
and 3 of the drawings, lies on the top of the lower sides
20 of the frame members 12 and 14. The floor member
76 is preferably made of a sheet of polymeric maternal or
of paperboard, but could also be made of sheet metal.
The floor member is advantageously attached to the
lower sides 20 of the frame members 12 and 14 with
appropriate fasteners such as broad-headed rivets 86.

A handle 90 is provided on the upper side of the bag
10. The handle 90 is advantageously sewed to the upper
panel 26 of the bag. Reinforcement straps 92 can be
sewed to the upper side of the bag 10 to reinforce the
handle 90, and to distribute the weight of the bag over
the area of the reinforcement straps. Attachment rings
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94 can also be provided for attaching a shoulder strap
(not shown) for carrying the bag on one’s shoulder.

Although preferred embodiments of the utility bag 10
of the present invention have been illustrated and de-
scribed, it is to be understood that the present disclosure
is made by way of example and that various other em-
bodiments are possible without departing from the sub-
ject matter coming within the scope of the following
claims, which subject matter is regarded as the inven-
10n.

I claim:

1. A utility bag which is generally rectangular in
shape and sized to fit into an athletic locker or under the
seat of an airplane, said utility bag comprising:

(a) a pair of transversely positioned, generally rectan-
gular, rigid frame members longitudinally spaced
apart comprising a forward frame member and a
rearward frame member, each frame member hav-
ing parallel, elongate sides of equal dimensions
having upper ends which are contiguous with an
upper side and lower ends which are contiguous
with a lower side such that said upper and lower
sides are substantially parallel and substantially of
the same dimensions, which dimensions are shorter
than said elongate sides;

(b) a fabric side panel having a width such that the
forward and rearward edges of said side panel
extend beyond the opposing outside edges of said
frame members respectively, said side panel tautly
enveloping said frame members on the outside
surfaces thereof, with said side panel being joined
to itself at opposing ends and along the width
thereof to form contiguous top wall bottom wall
and sidewalls, wherein the top wall is substantially
parallel with the bottom wall and the sidewalls are
substantially parallel with each other;

(c) a generally rectangular fabric end panel attached
at its edges to the rearward edges of said side panel
to form a closed rear end wall;

(d) an outwardly swinging, generally rectangular
fabric door [attached in hinge-like fashion]
hingedly-attached along one elongate edge thereof
to a sidewall edge of said forward edge of said side
panel; and

(e) an interengaging zipper closure means attached to
the remaining edge portion of the forward edge of
said side panel and the other three side edges of
said rectangular fabric door for releasably securing
the fabric door in a closed position to the front
edge of said side panel.

2. A utility bag in accordance with claim 1, wherein

the door comprises

a generally rectangular, fabric, inner end panel hav-
ing substantially parallel side edges and substan-
tially parallel top and bottom edges, said inner end
panel further having substantially the same dimen-
sions as the pair of ngid frame members;

cloth hinge means attaching a side edge of said inner
pane] of said door to the sidewall edge of said for-
ward edge of said side panel;

a generally rectangular rod member having substan-
tially the same dimensions as the pair of rigid frame
members, said rod member being sewn nto a posi-
tion adjacent the perimeter of said inner end panel
of said door;

a fabric side edge panel having a width which 1s no
greater than about one-third the distance between
the spaced apart forward and rearward frame
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members, said side edge panel being attached to the
perimeter of said inner end panel of said door to
form contiguous door top wall, door sidewalls and
door bottom wall, wherein the door top wall is
substantially parallel with the door bottom wall 5
and the door sidewalls are substantially paraliel
with each other:

a generally rectangular fabric outer end panel having
substantially the same dimensions as said inner end
panel of said door, said outer end panel being at-
tached to the extending ends of said side edge panel
of said door to form a closed forward end wall of
said door, whereby said door includes a rectangu-
lar pouch enclosed by said inner end panel, outer
end panel and side edge panel of said door:

an elongate opening in the top wall portion of said
door for access to said pouch; and

closure means for releasably closing said elongate
opening In said top wall portion of said door.

3. A utility bag in accordance with claim 2, wherein 20
at least one pocket is provided on the exterior face of
said outer end panel of said door.

4. A utility bag in accordance with claim 3, wherein
said one pocket on said outer end panel of said door is
provided with a zipper closure.

3. A utility bag in accordance with claim 2, wherein
the closure means for releasably closing said elongate
opening in the top wall portion of said door comprises
a zipper.

6. A utility bag in accordance with claim 2, wherein
a plurahity of pockets are provided on a face of said
inner end panel of said door which faces the interior of
said bag when the door is closed, said pockets being
adapted to hold various grooming items.

7. A utility bag in accordance with claim 6, wherein 35
[at least one other] a second pocket is provided on the
exterior face of said outer end panel of said door.

8. A utility bag in accordance with claim 7, wherein
said one other pocket on said outer end panel is pro-
vided with a zipper closure.

9. A utility bag in accordance with claim 3, wherein
a second other pocket is provided on the exterior face of
said outer end panel of said door.

10. A utlity bag in accordance with claim 7, wherein
a second other pocket is provided on the exterior face of 45
said outer end panel of said door.

11. A utibty bag tn accordance with claim 7, wherein

a side pocket s provided on the exterior face of a side-
wall of said bag.
- 12, A utility bag in accordance with claim 6, wherein
a folding, generally rigid, divider panel is provided in
said bag to divide the interior of the bag into upper and
lower chambers.

13. A utility bag in accordance with claim 7 wherein
a folding, generally rigid, divider panel is provided in
said bag to divide the interior of the bag into upper and
lower chambers.

14. A utility bag in accordance with claim 1, wherein
a plurality of pockets are provided on a face of said door
which faces the interior of said bag when the door is
closed, said pockets being adapted to hold various
grooming items.

15. A utility bag in accordance with claim 1, wherein
a folding, generally rigid, divider panel is provided in
said bag to divide the interior of the bag into upper and
lower chambers.

16. A uulity bag in accordance with claim 1, wherein
an elongate, generally U-shaped, stiffener sheet is posi-

10

15

25

30

40

50

55

60

635

10

tioned between the pair of frame members and the top
wall and sidewalls of said bag.

17. A utility bag in accordance with claim 1, wherein
a second elongate, generally U-shaped, stiffener sheet is
positioned between the pair of frame members and the
bottom wall and sidewalls of said bag.

18. A utility bag in accordance with claim 1, wherein
a generally rigid floor panel is positioned on the bottom
sides of said pair of frame members.

19. A utility bag in accordance with claim 1, wherein
a handle is provided on the exterior face of said top wall
of said bag.

20. A utility bag in accordance with claim 1, wherein
a side pocket is provided on the exterior face of a side-
wall of said bag.

21. A utility bag in accordance with claim 1, wherein
the dimensions of said upper and lower sides of the
frame members are between about one-third and two-
thirds of the dimension of said elongate sides of the
frame members.

22. A utility bag in accordance with claim 1, wherein
said forward edges of the fabric side panel are posi-
tioned closely adjacent to the forward frame member,
and said rearward edges of the fabric side panel extend
beyond the rearward frame member by a distance of at
least [on-fifth] ome-fifth and no greater than about
Lon-third} one-third of the distance between the
spaced apart, forward and rearward frame members.

23. A utility bag which is generally rectangular in shape
and sized to fit into an athletic locker or under the seat of

an airplane, said utility bag comprising:

(@) a framework;

(b) flexible panel material artached to the framework to
form an abutting top wall, a bottom wall, and side-
walls, and flexible panel material forming a generally
rectangular end wall defining a generally rectangular
cavity therein having a generally rectangular opening
on one side, wherein the top wall is substantially paral-
lel with the bottom wall and wherein the sidewalls are
substantially parallel with each other;

(c) an outwardly swinging, generally rectangular door
attached along one vertical edge thereof to a vertical
edge of one of the sidewalls of the opening; and

(d) means for releasably securing the door to close the
opening.

24. A utility bag which is generally rectangular in shape
and sized to fit into an athletic locker or under the seat of
an airplane, said utility bag comprising:

(a) a framework comprising one or more support mem-
bers, the member or members configured or positioned
to define a generally rectangular cavity therein provid-
ing atr least one generally rectangular opening,
wherein the resulting framework defines spans for side
panels substantially parallel 1o each other and wherein
the resulting spans form top panels and bottom panels
which are substantially parallel 10 each other:

(b) flexible panel material attached 10 the framework to
Jorm in abutment a top wall, a botiom wall and
sidewalls, and flexible panel material forming an end
wall leaving at least one opening in the rectangular
cavity unclosed, wherein the top wall is substantially
parallel with the bottom wall and wherein the side-
walls are substantially parallel with each other;

(¢c) an outwardly swinging, generally rectangular door
atrached along one vertical edge thereof to a vertical
edge of one of the sidewalls forming the unclosed
opening; and
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(d) means for releasably securing the door to close the 26. A utility bag which is generally rectangular in shape
and sized to fit into an athletic locker or under the seat of

opening. . . g .
35 4 utility bag which i 7 o an airplane, said utility bag comprising.
. A utility bag which is generally rectangular in shape (@) a framework comprising one or more means for
and sized to fit into an athletic locker or under the seat of 5 supporting a top member and a bottom member defin-
an airplane, said utility bag comprising: ing a generally rectangular cavity therein with dia-

metrically opposing openings comprising a first open-
ing and a second opening, wherein the means for
supporting the top member and bottom member de-

(@) a framework comprising one or more means for
supporting a top member and a bottom member 10

define a generally rectangular cavity therein providing o fines side members substantially parallel to each other
atr least one generally rectangular opening, wherein and wherein the top member and the bottom member
the resulting framework defines spans for side panels are substantially parallel 1o each other;

(b) flexible panel material substantially coextensive with
and attached to the top member, bottom member, and
each side member 1o form in abutment a top wall, a

each other,; bottom wall, and sidewalls, wherein the top wall is

(b) flexible pane! material attached to the framework to substantially parallel with the bottom wall and
form in abutment a top panel, a bottom panel, and wherein the sidewalls are substantially parallel with

.. : . . each other without closing the openings;
side panels, and wherein the flexible panel material 20 (c) a generally rectangular fabric end panel attached ai

substantially parallel 10 each other and spans for top
and bottom panels which are substantially parallel to ¢

forms a generally rectangular end panel leaving at its edges to the edge of the sidewalls to form an end
least one opening of the rectangular cavity unclosed; wall closing the first opening;
(¢) an outwardly swinging, generally rectangular door (d) an ourwardly swinging generally rectangular door

attached to a vertical edge of one of the side panel attached along the vertical edge thereof to a vertical
. edge of one of the side paneis 25 edge of one of the sidewalls of the second opening; and

forming the unclosed opening: and (e) means for releasably securing the door to close the
(d) means for releasably securing the door to close the second opening.
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