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1

DOUBLE AIR-FUEL RATIO SENSOR SYSTEM IN
INTERNAL COMBUSTION ENGINE

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ } appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made
by reissue.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

(1) Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a method and appara-
tus for feedback control of an air-fuel ratio in an internal
combustion engine having two air-fuel ratio sensors
upstream and downstream of a catalyst converter dis-
posed within an exhaust gas passage.

(2) Description of the Related Art

Generally, in a feedback control of the air-fuel ratio
sensor (O3 sensor) system, a base fuel amount TAUP is
calculated in accordance with the detected intake air
amount and detected engine speed, and the base fuel
amount TAUP is corrected by an air-fuel ratio correc-
tion coefficient FAF which 1s calculated in accordance
with the output signal of an air-fuel ratio sensor (for
example, an O sensor) for detecting the concentration
of a specific component such as the oxygen component
in the exhaust gas. Thus, an actual fuel amount is con-
trolled in accordance with the corrected fuel amount.
The above-mentioned process is repeated so that the
air-fuel ratio of the engine is bright close to a stoichio-
metric air-fuel ratio. According to this feedback con-
trol, the center of the controlled air-fuel ratio can be
within a very small range of air-fuel ratios around the
stoichiometric ratio required for three-way reducing
and oxidizing catalysts (catalyst converter) which can
remove three pollutants CO, HC, and NOy simulta-
neously from the exhaust gas.

In the above-mentioned O; sensor system where the
O sensor is disposed at a location near the concentra-
tion portion of an exhaust manifold, i.e., upstream of the
catalyst converter, the accuracy of the controlled air-
fuel ratio is affected by individual differences in the
characteristics of the parts of the engine, such as the O;
sensor, the fuel injection valves, the exhaust gas recircu-
lation (EGR) valve, the valve lifters, individual changes
due to the aging of these parts, environmental changes,
and the like. This is, if the characteristics of the O;
sensor fluctuate, or if the uniformity of the exhaust gas
fluctuates, the accuracy of the air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount FAF is also fluctuated, thereby caus-
ing fluctuations in the controlled air-fuel ratio.

To compensate for the fluctuation of the controlled
air-fuel ratio, double O; sensor systems have been sug-
gested (see: U.S. Pat. Nos. 3,939,654, 4,027,477,
4,130,095, 4,235,204). In a double O; sensor system,
another O» sensor is provided downstream of the cata-
lyst converter, and thus an air-fuel ratio control opera-
tion is carried out by the downstream-side O3 sensor In
addition to an air-fuel ratio control operation carned
out by the upstream-side O3 sensor. In the double O;
sensor system, although the downstream-side O; sensor
has lower response speed characteristics when com-
pared with the upstream-side O; sensor, the down-
stream-side O3 sensor has an advantage in that the out-
put fluctuation characteristics are small when compared
with those of the upstream-side O; sensor, for the fol-
lowing reasons:
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(1) On the downstream side of the catalyst converter.
the temperature of the exhaust gas is low, so that the
downstream-side O> sensor is not affected by a high
temperature exhaust gas.

(2) On the downstream side of the catalyst converter,
although various kinds of pollutants are trapped in the
catalyst converter, these pollutants have little affect on
the downstream side O3 sensor.

(3) On the downstream side of the catalyst converter,
the exhaust gas is mixed so that the concentration of
oxygen in the exhaust gas is approximately 1n an equilib-
rium state.

Therefore, according to the double O; system, the
fluctuation of the output of the upstream-side O3 sensor
is compensated for by a feedback control using the
output of the downstream-side O; sensor. Actually. as
illustrated in FIG. 1, in the worst case, the deterioration
of the output characteristics of the O; sensor in a single
O, sensor system directly effects a deterioration in the
emission characteristics. On the other hand, in a double
O, sensor system, even when the output characteristics
of the upstream-side O sensor are detenorated, the
emission characteristics are not deteriorated. That 1s, 1n
a double O3 sensor system, even if only the output char-
acteristics of the downstream-side O» are stable, good
emission characteristics are still obtained.

In the above-mentioned double O: sensor system,
however, the downstream-side O» sensor 1s easily me-
chanically broken due to the impact of stones, water,
mud, and the like thrown up from the road, when com-
pared with the upstream-side O3 sensor. As a result of a
mechanical breakdown of the downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, when the output of the downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is inclined to the lean side. the con-
trolled air-fuel ratio becomes overrich, thus deteriorat-
ing the fuel consumption, and the condition of the ex-
haust emissions such as HC and CO, and when the
output of the downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s
inclined to the lean side, the controlled air-fuel ratio
sensor is inclined to the lean side and the controlled
air-fuel ratio becomes overlean, thus deteniorating the
drivability, and the condition of the exhaust emissions
such as NO,. Also, since the downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is located on a low temperature side when
compared with the upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor, it
will take a relatively long time for the downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor to be activated. Therefore, when a
feedback control by the downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor is carried out before the downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is activated, the controlled air-fuel ratio
again becomes overrich or overlean due to the inchina-
tion of the output of the downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor. Further, when the catalyst converter ts deterio-
rated, the downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor may be
affected by unburned gas such as HC, CO, and H;,
thereby also deteriorating the output charactenstics
thereof. In this case, the controlled air-fuel ratio is fluc-
tuated by a feedback control by the downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor, thus also deteriorating the fuel
consumption, the drivability, and the conditions of the
exhaust emission characteristics for the HC, CO, and
NO, components thereof.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide a
double-air-fuel ratio sensor system in an internal com-
bustion engine with which the fuel consumption, the
dnvability, and the exhaust emission characteristics are
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still improved even when the downstream-side O3 sen-
sor is in an abnormal state.

According to the present invention, in a double air-
fuel ratio sensor system including two O; sensors up-
stream and downstream of a catalyst converter pro-
vided in an exhaust passage, the actual air-fuel ratio 1s
adjusted in accordance with an air-fuel ratio correction
amount calculated by using the output of the upstream-
side Oy sensor and an air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter such as delay time periods, skip amounts, or 10
integration amounts calculated by using the output of
the downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor, and the calcu-
lation of the air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter 1s
prohibited when the downstream-side O; sensor 1s 1n an
abnormal state. That is, when the downstream-side O; 15
sensor is mechanically broken, or in a nonactivation
state, or when the characteristics of the catalyst con-
verter have deteriorated, the feedback control by the
downstream-side O; sensor 1s prohibited.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will be more clearly under-
stood from the description as set forth below with refer-
ence to the accompanying drawings, wherein:

FI1G. 1 is a graph showing the emission characteris- 25
tics of a single O2 sensor system (worst case) and a
double O> sensor system;

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of an internal combustion
engine according to the present invention;

FIGS. 3A and 3B are circuit diagrams of the signal 30
processing circuits of FIG. 2;

FIGS. 4A and 4B are graphs showing the output
characteristics of the signal processing circuits of FIGS.
3A and 3B, respectively;

FIGS. 5, 5A, 5B, 6. 6A, 6B, 7A, 7B, 8A, 8B, 10A, 35
10B, 14, 14A, 14B, 16, 20, 20A, 20B, 21, 21A-21C, 23,
23A, 23B, 25, 26, 27, 27A, 27B, 29, 30, 31, 31A, 31B, 33
34, 35, 36, 36A, 36B and 37 are flow charts showing the
operation of the control circuit of FI1G. 2

FIGS. 9A through 9D are timing diagrams explaining 40
the slow charts of FIG. 8A;

FIGS. 11A and 11B are timing diagrams explaining
the flow chart of FIG. 10A;

FIGS. 12A through 12F are timing diagrams explain-
ing the flow chart of FI1G. 10B; 45
FI1GS. 13A through 13C are timing diagrams show-

ing the deterioration of the catalyst converter of F1G. 2;

FIGS. 15A through 15D are timing diagrams explain-
ing the flow charts of FIG. 14;

FIG. 17 is a graph showing the O3 storage effect of 50
the three-way reducing and oxidizing catalysts;

FIGS. 18A and 18B are timing diagrams of examples
of the output of an O3 sensor;

FIG. 19 is a graph showing the relationship between
the controlled air-fuel ratio and the air-fuel ratio win- 55
dow:

FIGS. 22A through 22D are timing diagrams explain-
ing the flow chart of FIG. 21;

FIGS. 24 A through 241 are timing diagrams explain-
ing the flow chart of FIG. 23; 60
FIGS. 28A through 28] are timing diagrams explain-

ing the flow chart of FIG. 27;

FIGS. 32A through 32I are timing diagrams explain-
ing the flow chart of FIG. 31;

FIG. 38 is a partly cutaway, cross-sectional view of a 65
modification of FIG. 2;

F1G. 39 is a diagram explaining the coolant path in

the engine of FIG. 2;
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FIG. 40 is a perspective view of an O: sensor:

FI1G. 41 is a cross-linked view of the O» sensor of
FI1G. 40;

FI1G. 42 is a perspective view of the catalyst con-
verter of FI1G. 2

FI1G. 43 is a view of the catalyst converter of FIG. 42
as seen from behind;

FIGS. 44 and 45 are diagrams showing the intenor of
the catalyst converter of FIG. 42;

FIG. 46 is a graph showing the temperature charac-
teristics within the catalyst converter of F1G. 42; and

FIG. 47 is a graph showing the output characteristics
of an O3 sensor.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

In FIG. 2, which illustrates an internal combustion
engine according to the present invention, reference
numeral 1 designates a four-cycle spark ignition engine
disposed in an automotive vehicle. Provided in an air-
intake passage 2 of the engine 1 1s a potentiometer-type
airflow meter 3 for detecting the amount of air taken
into the engine 1 to generate an analog voltage signal 1n
proportion to the amount of air flowing therethrough.
The signal of the airflow meter 3 i1s transmitted to a
multiplexer-incorporating analog-to-digital (A/D) con-
verter 101 of a control circuit 10.

Disposed in a distributor 4 are crank angle sensors §
and 6 for detecting the angle of the crankshaft (not
shown) of the engine 1. In this case, the crank-angle
sensor 5 generates a pulse signal at every 720° crank
angle (CA) while the crank-angle sensor 6 generates a
pulse signal at every 30°CA. The puise signals of the
crank angle sensors 5 and 6 are supplied to an input/out-
put (1/0) interface 102 of the control circuit 10. In
addition, the pulse signal of the crank angle sensor 6 is
then supplied to an interruption terminal of a [cen-
teral] central processing unit (CPU) 103.

Additionally provided in the air-intake passage 2 is a
fuel injection valve 7 for supplying pressurized fuel
from the fuel system to the air-intake port of the cylin-
der of the engine 1. In this case, other fuel injection
valves are also provided for other cylinders, though not
shown in FI1G. 2.

Disposed in a cylinder block 8 of the engine 1 1s a
coolant temperature sensor 9 for detecting the tempera-
ture of the coolant. The coolant temperature sensor 9
generates an analog voltage signal 1in response to the
temperature of the coolant and transmits it to the A/D
converter 101 of the control circuit 10.

Provided in an exhaust system on the downstream-
side of an exhaust manifold 11 is a three-way reducing
and oxidizing catalyst converter 12 which removes
three pollutants CO, HC, and NOy simultaneously from
the exhaust gas.

Provided on the concentration portion of the exhaust
manifold 11, i.e., upstream of the catalyst converter 12,
is a first O3 sensor 13 for detecting the concentration of
oxygen composition in the exhaust gas. Further, pro-
vided in an exhaust pipe 14 downstream of the catalyst
converter 12 is a second Oj sensor 15 for detecting the
concentration of oxygen composition in the exhaust gas.
The O3 sensors 13 and 15 generate output voltage sig-
nals and transmit them via signal processing circuits 111
and 112 to the A/D converter 101 of the control circuit
10.

Provided in the intake air passage 2 is a throttle valve
16 arbitrarily operated by a driver. Also, fixed to the
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throttle valve 16 is a throttle opening sensor 17 for
detecting the angle of the throttle valve 16. The output
of the throttle opening sensor 17 is supplied to the A/D
converter 101 of the control circuit 10.

Reference numeral 18 designates an alarm, and 19 a
vehicle speed sensor formed by a leas switch 19a and a
permanent magnet 19b. In the vehicle speed sensor 19,
when the permanent magnet 19b is rotated by the speed
meter cable (not shown), the lead switch 19a is switched
on and off, to generate a pulse signal having a frequency
in proportion to the vehicle speed SPD. The pulse sig-
nal is transmitted via a vehicle speed generating circuit
113 to the I/0 interface 102 of the control circuit 10.

The control circuit 10, which may be constructed by
a microcomputer, further comprises a central process-
ing unit (CPU) 103, a read-only memory (ROM) 104 for
storing a main routine, interrupt routines such as a fuel
injection routine, an ignition timing routine, tables
(maps), constants, etc., a random access memory 105
(RAM) for storing temporary data, a backup RAM 106,
a clock generator 107 for generating various clock sig-
nals, a down counter 108, a flip-flop 109, a driver circuif
110, and the lLike.

Note that the battery (not shown) i1s connected di-
rectly to the backup RAM 106 and, therefore, the con-
tent thereof is never erased even when the ignition
switch (not shown) is turned off.

The down counter 108, the flip-flop 109, and the
driver circuit 110 are used for controlling the fuel injec-
tion valve 7. This is, when a fuel injection amount TAU
is calculated in a TAU routine, which will be later
explained, the amount TAU is preset in the down
counter 108, and simultaneously, the flip-flop 109 1s set.
As a result, the driver circuit 110 initiates the activation
of the fuel injection valve 7. On the other hand, the
down counter 108 counts up the clock signal from the
clock generator 107, and finally generates a logic “1"
signal from the carry-out terminal of the down counter
108, to reset the flip-flop 109, so that the driver circuit
110 stops the activation of the fuel injection valve 7.
Thus, the amount of fuel corresponding to the fuel
injection amount TAU is injected into the fuel injection
valve 7.

Interruptions occur at the CPU 103, when the A/D
converter 101 completes an A/D conversion and gener-
ates an interrupt signal; when the crank angle sensor 6
generates a pulse signal; and when the clock generator
109 generates a special clock signal.

The intake air amount data Q of the airflow meter 3,
the coolant temperature data THW of the coolant sen-
sor 9, and the throttle angle data TA of the throttle
opening sensor 17 are fetched by an A/D conversion
routine(s) executed at every predetermined time period
and are then stored in the RAM 105. That is, the data Q,
THW, and TA in the RAM 108 are renewed at every
predetermined time period. The engine speed Ne is
calculated by an interrupt routine executed at 30°CA,
i.e., at every pulse signal of the crank angle sensor 6, and
is then stored in the RAM 1035.

There are two types of signal processing circuits 111
and 112, i.e., the flow-out type and the flow-in type. As
illustrated in FIG. 3A, the flow-out type signal process-
ing circuit comprises a grounded resistor R and a volt-
age buffer OP. Therefore, as shown in F1G. 4A, when
the temperature of the O, sensor 13 (or 15) is low and
the O, sensor 13 (or 15) is in a nonactive state, the out-
put of the signal processing circuit 111 (or 112) 1s low,
due to sink currents by the resistor R, regardless of the
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rich or lean state of the O3 sensor 13 (or 15). Contrary
to this, when the O» sensor (or 13) is activated by an
increase of the temperature of the signal processing
circuit 111 (or 112) generates a rich signal which has a
high potential or a lean signal which has a lJow potential.
Therefore, in this case, the activation/deactivation state
of the O> sensor 13 (or 15) can be determined by
whether a rich signal is low or high. On the other hand,
as illustrated in FI1G. 3B, the flow-in type signal pro-
cessing circuit comprises a resistor Rz connected to a
power supply V¢ and a voltage buffer OP. Therefore,
when the temperature of the Oz sensor 13 {(or 15) 1s low
and the O sensor 13 (or 15) is in a nonactive state, the
output of the signal processing circuit 111 (or 112) 1s
high, due to source currents by the resistor R;, regard-
less of the rich or lean stage of the O sensor 13 (or 15).
Contrary to this, when the O3 sensor 13 (or 13) 1s acti-
vated by an increase of the temperature thereof, the
signal processing circuit 111 (or 112) generates a high
potential rich signal or a low potential lean signal.
Therefore, in this case, the activation/deactivation state
of the Q> sensor 13 (or 15) can be determined by
whether a lean signal is low or high.

Note that, hereinafter, the signal processing circuits
111 and 112 are the flow-out type.

The operation of the control circuit 2 of FIG. 2 will
be now explained.

FIG. § is a routine for determining whether the O3
sensors 13 and 15 are normal or abnormal. executed at
every predetermined time period such as 4 ms. That 1s,
when the upstream-side O3 sensor 13 ts in a normal state,
an air-fuel ratio feedback control execution flag FB1 1s
set to carry out an air-fuel ratio feedback control by the
upstream-side > sensor 13. Also, when the down-
stream-side O3 sensor 15 is in a normal state, an air-fuel
ratio feedback control execution flag FB2 ts set to carry
out an air-fuel ratio feedback control by the down-
stream-side O sensor 15.

At step 501, it is determined whether or not ali the
feedback control (closed-loop control) conditions are
satisfied. The feedback control conditions are as fol-
lows: (i) the engine is not in a starting state; (u) the
coolant temperature THW is higher than 50° C.; and
(iii) the power fuel increment FPOWER 15 0.

Of course, other feedback control conditions are
introduced as occasion demands. However, an explana-
tion of such other feedback control conditions 1s omit-
ted. Also, the feedback control conditions by the up-
stream-side O5 sensor 13 can be different from those by
the downstream-side Q> sensor 15.

If one or more of the feedback control conditions 1s
not satisfied, the control proceeds to step 520 which
clears the feedback control execution flag FB1, and
further proceeds to step 521, which clears the feedback
control execution flag FB2. That is, none of the air-fuel
ratio feedback controls are carned out.

Contrary to the above, at step 501, if all of the feed-
back control conditions are satisfied, the control pro-
ceeds to step 502.

At step 502, the engine speed data Ne is read out of
the RAM 105, and it is determined whether or not 1000
rpm=Ne=4000 rpm. Only if 1000 rpm=Ne=4000
rpm, does the control proceed to step 503. That 1s, when
the engine speed Ne is [to} 700 small, the response
speed of the downstream-side O3 sensor 15 1s reduced,
so that the normal/abnormal determination of the
downstream-side O3 sensor 18 is suspended. Contrary to
this, when the engine speed Ne is too large, so that the
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air-fuel control enters into a rich air-fuel ratio region,
the controlled air-fuel ratuo nvites hunting at the
boundary of such a rich air-fuel region. Thus. also In
this case, the normal/abnormal determination of the
downstream-side O3 sensor 15 i1s suspended.

Similarly, at step 503, the intake air amount data Q 1s
read out of the RAM 10§, and i1t 1s determined whether
or not 10 m¥h=Q=120 m’/h. Only if 10
m3/h=Q=120 m3/h, does the control proceed to step
$04. That 1s, the intake air amount Q 1s too small, the
response speed of the downstream-side O3 sensor 135 1s
reduced, so that the normal/abnormal determination of
the downstream-side O; sensor 18 is suspended. Con-
trary to this, when the Ne is too large, so that the air-
fuel control also enters into a rich air-fuel region, the
controlled air-fuel ratio invites hunting at the boundary
of such a rich air-fuel region. Thus, in this case also, the
normal/abnormal determination of the downstream-
side O3 sensor 15 1s suspended.

Note that one of the steps 502 and 503 can be deleted,
and the upper and lower limits of Ne and Q can be
changed as occasion demands.

At step 504, it is determined whether or not the out-
put V of the upstream-side O» sensor 13 1s reversed. In
this case, a lean state is determined by V=045 V, and
a rich state is determined by V1 >0.45 V. As a result,
one reversion from the lean state to the rich state or vice
versa is generated in the output V, of the upstream-side
O: sensor 13, and the control proceeds to step 303
which counts up a reversion counter CNR by 1. Other-
wise, the control proceeds to steps 517 and 518 which
set the air-fuel ratio feedback control execution flags
FB1 and FB2, thereby carrying out feedback controls
by the upstream-side O sensor 13 and the downstream-
side O1 sensor 15. Further, at step 519, if the alarm 18 1s
being turned ON, the alarm 18 is turned OFF.

At step 506, it is determined whether or not the out-
put V3 of the downstream-side O» sensor 15 s reversed.
In this case, a lean state is determined by V| =0.55 V,
and a rich state is determined by V>0.55 V. As a
result, when no reversion is generated in the output V;
of the downstream-side O3 sensor 15, the control pro-
ceeds to step 507 which calculates a reference value
CNRO from a one-dimensional map stored in the RAM
105 by using the load parameter such as the engine
speed Ne. In this case, the reduction of the engine speed
Ne reduces the response speed of the downstream-side
0> sensor 15, the reference value CNRO 1s increased
when the engine speed Ne is reduced. Then, at step 507,
it is determined whether or not CNR > CNRO.

Note that, due to the difference in the characteristics
of the upstream-side O; sensor 13 and the downstream-
side O3 sensor 18, the reference voltage (=0.55 V) at
step 506 is higher than the reference voltage (=0.45 V)
at step S04.

If CNR=CNRO at step 508, the downstream-side
O, sensor 15 is neither deteriorated nor mechanically
broken, and accordingly, the control proceeds to steps
$17 and 518 which set both of the feedback control
execution flags FB1 and FB2, thereby carrying out
feedback controls by the upstream-side O3 sensor 13 and
the downstream-side O3 sensor 15. Further, at step 519,
if the alarm 18 is being turned ON, the alarm 18 is
turned OFF.

If CNR >CNRO, the control proceeds to step 509
which sets the feedback control execution flag FB1, and
then proceeds to step 510 which clears the feedback
control execution flag FB2, thereby carrying out only
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feedback control by the upstream-side O> sensor 13.
Further. at step 511, the alarm 18 is turned ON. Thus.
after the reversion of the output of the downstream-side
O» sensor 15, when the number of reversions of the
upstream-side O3 sensor 15 exceeds the reference value
CNRO. it 15 considered that the downstream-side O
sensor 15 is deteriorated or mechanically broken.

On the other hand, if the determination at step 502 or
503 is negative, the control proceeds to step 512 which
determines whether or not the alarm i1s being turned
ON. As a result, if the alarm i1s being turned ON, the
control proceeds directly to step 522. That is, the feed-
back control execution flags FB1 and FB2 remain at a
previous state. In this case, since at least the feedback
contro] execution flag FB2 is made 0" by the flow of
steps 509 through 511 or the flow of steps 5§20 and 521,
at least the feedback control by the downstream-side
O; sensor 15 1s suspended.

If it is determined at step 512 that the alarm 18 1s not
turned ON, or if it 1s determined at step 506 that the
output of the downstream-side O3 sensor 13 is reversed,
the control proceeds to step 513, which clears the
counter CNR, and then proceeds to steps 514 and 518,
which set the air-fuel ratio feedback control execution
flags FB1 and FB2, thereby carrying out feedback con-
trols by the upstream-side O sensor 13 and the down-
stream-side O» sensor 15. Further, at step 516, if the
alarm 18 is being turned ON, the alarm 18 is turned
OFF.

Note that when the alarm 1s once turned ON at step
511, this can be written into the backup RAM 106,
thereby causing an inspection of the downstream-side
0> sensor 15 afterwards.

FIG. 6 is also a routine for determining whether the
O-ssensor 13 and 15 are normal or abnormal, executed at
every predetermined time period. Note that counters T,
K, L, and M are cleared by the mitial routine (not
shown).

At step 601, it is determined whether or not all of the
feedback control (closed-loop control) conditions are
satisfied in the same way as at step 501 of FIG. §. Also,
in this case, if one or more of the feedback control
conditions is not satisfied, the control proceeds to step
628 which clears the feedback control execution flag
FB1, and further proceeds to step [628] 629 which
clears the feedback control execution flag FB2. That 1s,
none of the air-fuel ratio feedback controls are carned
out. '

Contrary to the above, at step 601, if all of the feed-
back control conditions are satisfied, the control pro-
ceeds to step 602 which sets the feedback control execu-
tion flag FB1 thereby carrying out a feedback control
by the upstream-side O; sensor 13.

At step 603, it is determined whether or not the feed-
back control execution flag FB2 is *1”. If FB2[ + ]
=*1", the control proceeds to step 604 through 617 for
detecting that the downstream-side sensor 15 1s abnor-
mal, and if FB2="0", the control proceeds to steps 618
through 627 for determining that the downstream-side
(> sensor 15 1s recovered.

Steps 604 to 617 will be explained below. At step 604,
it is determined whether or not the value of the counter
T i1s smaller than a predetermined value To. As a result,
if T < Ty, the control proceeds to step 605 which counts
up the counter T by 1, and then, at step 606, an A/D
conversion operation is performed upon the output V),
of the upstream-side O3 sensor 13 (precisely. the output
of the signal processing circuit 111). At step 607, the



Re. 33,942

9

mean or blunt value V; of the output V, of the up-
stream-side O3 sensor 13 1s calculated by

[ Vi + V,
2 3

Vi + ¥
R

Then, at step 608, an A/D conversion operation 15 per-
formed upon the output V; of the downstream-side O
sensor 15 (precisely, the output of the signal processing
circuit 112). At step 609, the means or blunt value V; of
the output V3 of the upstream-side O3 sensor 15 is calcu-

lated by
[ Vi + Vi
Vi e 3 y
— F; + ¥
¥ 3

Then, the control proceeds to step 630.

Thus, when the flow at step 605 through 609 1s re-
peated so that the counter T reaches the predetermined
value Ty, the flow at step 604 proceeds 10 step 610. As
a result, the counter T is cleared, and at step 611, 1t 1s
determined whether or not

Vi>Vgi

where Vg is, for example, 0.45 V. That is, the determi-
nation at step 611 relates to whether or not the flow-out
type signal processing circuit 111 generates a rich signal

during an active mode. If V> Vg, the control pro- :

ceeds to step 612 which determines whether or not

VaVgo

where Vg is, for example 0.30 V. That is, the determi-
nation at step 612 relates to whether or not the signal
processing circuit 112 of a flow-out type generates a
lean signal.

If Vo< Vg at step 612, then the control proceeds to
step 613 which counts up the counter K by 1. Note that
the counter K represents the duration for which the
downstream-side O; sensor 15 (precisely, the signal
processing circuit 112) generates a lean signal.

At step 614, it is determined whether K > Ko where
Ko is predetermined value. If K > Ky, the control pro-
ceeds to step 615 which clears the feedback control
execution flag FB2, so that a feedback control by the
downstream-side O3 sensor 18 is not carried out. Then,
at step 616, the counter K is cleared, and at step 617, the
alarm 18 is turned ON. Thus, this routine 1s completed
by step 630.

After the feedback control execution flag FB2 1s set,
when the routine of FIG. 6 is again carried out, the flow
at step 603 proceeds to the flow of steps 618 through
627, which will be explained below.

At step 618, it is determined whether or not the value
of the counter L is smaller than a predetermined value
Lo. As a result, when L <Ly, the control proceeds to
step 619 which counts up the counter L by 1. Then at
step 620, an A/D conversion is performed upon the
output Vs of the downstream-side O: sensor 13, and at
step 621, the mean or blunt value V; of the output V; of
the downstream-side O3 sensor is calculated by
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Then at step 617, the alarm 18 remains in an ON State,
thus completing this routine by step 630.

Thus, when the flow at steps 618 through 621 and 617
is repeated so that the counter L reaches the predeter-
mined value Lo, the flow at step 617 proceeds to step
622. As a result, the counter L is cleared, and at step
623, it is determined whether or not

V.2 Vp.

That is, the determination at step 623 is opposite to that
at step 612, and relates to whether or not the flow-out
type signal processing circuit 112 generates a rich signal
during an active mode. Only when V32 Vg3, does the
control proceed to step 624 which counts up the
counter M by 1. Note that the counter M represents the
duration for which the downstream-side O> sensor 13
(precisely, the signal processing circuit 112) generates a
rich signal during an active mode.

At step 625, it is determined whether M > Mg where
Mj is predetermined value. If M > My, the control pro-
ceeds to step 626 which sets the feedback control execu-
tion flag FB2. thereby carrying out a feedback control
by the downstream-side O; sensor 15. This 1s. in this
case, 1t is considered that the downstream-side (> sen-
sor 18 is activated, or is recovered to the normal stale
from an abnormal state. Then, a step 631. the alarm 18
is turned OFF, and this routine 1s completed by step
630.

Thus, when the feedback control execution flag FB2
is set, the flow at step 603 again proceeds to steps 604
through 617.

As explained above, when the mean or blunt value
V) of the output V; of the upstream-side Oz sensor 13
represents a rich signal during an active mode, and the
mean or blunt value V3 of the output V; of the down-
stream-side Q> sensor 15 represents a lean signal, the
duration thereof is counted by the counter K. As a
result, when this duration exceeds a predetermined time
period, it is considered that the downstream-side O
sensor 15 is in an abnormal state. Also, when the down-
stream-side O> sensor 15 is in an abnormal state and the
mean or blunt value V; of the output V3 of the down-
stream-side O3 sensor 18 represents a rich signal during
an active mode, the duration thereof is counted by the
counter M. As a result, when this duration exceeds a
predetermined time period, it is considered that the
downstream-side > sensor 15 has recovered to the
normal state.

Note that if the signal processing circuits 111 and 112
are of a flow-in type as shown in FIG. 3B, at step 611,
it is determined whether or not V| < Vg is satisfied; at
step 612, it is determined whether or not V>Vpg; is
satisfied; and at step 623, it is determined whether or not
V,=V g, is satisfied. That is, in this case, when the mean
or blunt value V) of the output V; of the upstream-side
O3 sensor 13 represents a lean signal during an active
mode and the means or blunt value V; of the output V;
of the downstream-side O3 sensor 15 represents a nch
signal. the duration thereof is counted by the counter K.
As a result, when this duration exceeds a predetermined
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time period, it 1s considered that the downstream-side
(> sensor 15 1s in an abnormal state. Also, when the
downstream-side O; sensor 15 is in an abnormal state
and the mean of blunt value V3 of the output V3 of the
downstream-side O; sensor 15 represents a lean signal
during an active mode, the duration thereof is counted
by the counter M. As a result, when this duration ex-
ceeds a predetermined time period, it is considered that
the downstream-side O3> sensor 15 has recovered to the
normal state.

FIG. 7A is a modification of the flow at step 607 of
F1G. 6 and FIG 7B is a modification of the flow at step
611 of F1G. 6. That is, at step 701, it is determined
whether or not V1 <V is satisfied. Here, Vpis a value
of the output V, of the upstream-side O; sensor 13 ob-
tained at a previous execution of this routine. If
V1< Vo (negative slope), the control proceeds to step
702 which determines whether or not a slope flag FS 1s
“1" (positive slope). If FS="1, this means that the
slope of the output V) of the upstream-side O; sensor 15
is changed from positive to negative, 1.€.,, a maximum
value is detected in the output V| of the upstream-side
O sensor 13, Therefore, in this case, at step 703, the
mean or blunt value V, of the output V) of the upstream-
side O sensor 18 1s calculated by

Vi, = ¥
L, =t
2]

l".rr - [.!
I"r -— 2

At step 704, the slope flag FS is cleared. and at step 706.
in order to prepare the next execution,

Vie—Vy

Also, at step 702. when the slope flag FS is 0", the
slope of the output V; of the upstream-side O; sensor 13
remains negative, so that the control proceeds directly
to step 706. Further. at step 701, when V= Vg (posi-
tive slope). the contro] proceeds to step 705 which sets
the slope flag FS, and then proceeds to step 706.

On the other hand, at step 707 of FIG. 7B, 1t 15 deter-
mined whether or not V,> Vg is satisfied. Here, for
example, V,0is 0.7 V.

Thus, in the routine of FIG. 6 modified by FIGS. 7A
and 7B, when the mean or blunt value V, of maximum
value V,of the output V; of the upstream-side O sensor
13 represents a high level, i.e., a rich signal during an
active mode and the mean or blunt value V3 of the out-
put V3 of the downstream-side O3 sensor 135 represents a
fean signal, the duration is counted by the counter K. As
a result, when this duration exceeds a predetermined
time period, it is considered that the downstream-side
O; sensor 15 is in an abnormal state. Also, when the
downstream-side O3 sensor 13 15 1n an abnormal state
and the means or blunt value V3 of the output V3 of the
downstream-side O3 sensor 15 represents a rich signal
during an active mode, the duration is counted by the
counter M. As a result, when this duration exceeds a
predetermined time period, it is considered that the
downstream-side O» sensor 15 has recovered to the
normal state.

Note that if the signal processing circuits 111 and 112
are of a flow-in type as shown in FIG. 3B, at step 701,
it is determined whether or not V> Vgis satisfied, and
at step 707, it is determined whether or not V,< Vo' is
satisfied. Here, for exampile, Vo' is 0.3 V, and V, repre-
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sents the mimmum mean or blunt value of the output
V' of the upstream-side Oz sensor 13. Therefore. in this
case. when the minimum mean or blunt value V, of the
output V| of the upstream-side O; sensor 13 represents
a low level, i.e., a lean signal during an active mode and
the mean or blunt value V3 of the output V; of the
downstream-side O sensor 15 represents a rich signal,
the duration thereof is counted by the counter K. As a
result, when this duration exceeds a predetermined time
period, it is considered that the downstream-side Oa
sensor 15 is in an abnormal state. Also, when the down-
stream-side O3 sensor 15 is 1n an abnormal state and the
minimum mean or blunt value V; of the output Vs of the
downstream-side Oj sensor 18 represents a lean signal
during an active mode, the duration 1s counted by the
counter M. As a result, when this duration exceeds a
predetermined time period, 1t i1s considered that the
downstream-side ) sensor 15 has recovered to the
normal state.

FIG. 8A is also a modification of the flow at step 607
of FIG. 6, FIG. 8B is also a modification of the flow at
step 611 of FIG. 6, and F1GS. 8A through 9D are tim-
ing diagrams explaining the flow chart of FIG. 8A. As
shown in FIGS. 9A through 9D, a rich counter CR 15
used for counting the duration of a rich state where
Vi>VRei (=045 V), and a lean counter CL 15 used for
counting the duration of a lean state where V= VRgy.
That is, at step 801, it 1s determined whether or not
Vi=Vpgy is satisfied. If V; > Vg (rich), the control
proceeds to step 802 which determines whether or not
CL =0. Unless CL =0, this means a change from lean to
rich is generated in the output V| of the upstream-side
O» sensor 13. Therefore, at step 803, the value of the
lean counter CL is caused to be a lean duration CLE,
and at step 804, the lean counter CL 1s cleared. Next, at
step 805, the rich counter CR is counted up by 1. On the
other hand, if CL=0 at step 802, then no change from
the rich state to the lean state is generated 1n the output
V of the upstream-side O; sensor 13, and the control
proceeds directly to step 803 which counts up the rich
counter CR by 1. At step 801, if Vi=Vg (lean), the
control proceeds to step 806 which determines whether
or not CR =0. Unless CR =0, this means a change from
rich to lean is generated in the output V| of the up-
stream-side O> sensor 13. Therefore, at step 807, the
value of the rich counter CR is caused to be a rich
duration CRE, and at step 808, the nch counter CR 1s
cleared. Next, at step 809, the lean counter CL 1s
counted up by 1. On the other hand, if CR=0 at step
806, then no change from the lean state to the nich state
is generated in the output V) of the upstream-side O>
sensor 13, and the control proceeds directly to step 809
which counts up the lean counter CL by 1.

Thus, the lean duration CLE and the rich duration
CRE are always renewed.

Nexi, at step 810, a total duration TT is calculated by

TT—CRE+CLE.

Then, at step 811, a duty ratio DRI 1s calculated by

DRI-—CRE/TT.

Further, at step 812, a mean or blunt value DRI of the
duty ratio DRI 1s calculated by
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L p;. DRI + DRI .

DRT - FR}_; DRI

On the other hand, at step 813 of FIG. 8B, it is deter-
mined whether or not DRI<DRIp is satisfied. Here,
DRIy 1s a definite value.

Thus, in the routine of FIG. 6 modified by FIGS. 8A
and 8B, when the mean or blunt value DRI of duty
ratios of a rich in signal the output V| of the upstream-
side O3 sensor 13 is lower than a predetermined value,
and the mean or blunt value V; of the output V3 of the
downstream-side O3 sensor 15 represents a lean signal,
the duration thereof is counted by the counter K. As a
result, when this duration exceeds a predetermined time
period, it is considered that the downstream-side [02]
O- sensor 15 is in an abnormal state. Also, when the
downstream-side O; sensor 15 is in an abnormal state
and the mean or blunt value V; of the output V3 of the
downstream-side O> sensor 15 represents a rich signal
during an active mode, the duration is counted by the
counter M. As a result, when this duration exceeds a
predetermined time period, it is considered that the
downstream-side Oj sensor 15 has recovered to the
normal state.

Note that if the signal processing circuits 111 and 112
are of a flow-in type as shown in FIG. 3B, at step 811,
the duty ratio is calculated by

DRI—CLE/TT.

Therefore, in this case, when the mean or blunt value
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the upstream-side O3 sensor 13 is lower than a predeter-
mined value and the mean or blunt value V> of the out-
put V3 of the downstream-side O3 sensor 13 represents a
rich signal, the duration thereof is counted by the
counter K. As a result, when this duration exceeds a
predetermined time period, it is considered that the
downstream-side O» sensor 18 is in an abnormal state.
Also, when the downstream-side O3 sensor 15 1s in an
abnormal state and the mean or blunt value V3 of the
output V3 of the downstream-side O; sensor 13 repre-
sents a lean signal during an active mode, the duration 1s
counted by the counter M. As a result, when this dura-
tion exceeds a predetermined time period, it 1s consid-
ered that the downstream-side O3 sensor 18 has recov-
ered to the normal state.

Note that the determination of recovery of the down-
stream-side O3 sensor 15 by the flow of steps 618
through 627 can be carried out by determining whether
the output V3, of the downstream-side Oz sensor 135
exceeds the reference voltage Vg2 at a definite number
of times.

FIG. 10 is a further routine for determining whether
the O, sensors 13 and 18 are normal or abnormal, exe-
cuted at every predetermined time period such as 4 ms.
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In this routine, the normal abnormal determination of 60

the O, sensors 13 and 15 1s carried out by determining
whether or not the outputs of the O sensors reach the
corresponding activation reference voltages, which are
lower than the reference voltages Vg5 and Vg: for
feedback controls by the O; sensors 13 and 13, respec-
tively.

Note that if the signal processing circuits 111 and 112
are of a flow-out type as shown in FIG. 3A, the refer-
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ence voltage Vg for a feedback control by the up-
stream-side O sensor 13 is. for example, 0.45 V, and the
reference voltage Vg: for a feedback control by the
downstream-side O sensor 15 is, for example, 0.55 V.
Such a difference in the reference voltages is due to the
difference in the output characteristics of the O; sensors
13 and 185, since the upstream-side O; sensor 13 is af-
fected strongly by the exhaust gas when compared with
the downstream-side O; sensor 185.

In the routine of FIG. 10A, the activation reference
voltage is 0.25 V which is lower than both of the refer-
ence voltages Vg5 and VRg3.

At step 1001, it is determined whether or not all the
feedback control (closed-loop control) conditions are
satisfied in the same way as at step 501 of FI1G. 3. Also,
in this case, if one or more of the feedback control
conditions is not satisfied, the control proceeds to step
1010 which clears the feedback control execunon flag
FB1, and further proceeds to step 1011 which clears the
feedback control execution flag FB2. That is, none of
the air-fuel ratio feedback controls are carried out.

Contrary to the above, at step 1001, if all of the feed-
back control conditions are satisfied, the control pro-
ceeds to step 1002,

At step 1002, it is determined whether or not the
feedback control execution flag FB1 s “0". If
FB1=*"0", the control proceeds to step 1003 which
performs an A/D conversion upon the output V; of the
upstream-side Oz sensor 13, and at step 1004, 1t is deter-
mined whether or not V20.25 V is satisfied. If
V1Z0.25 V, the control proceeds to step 1005 which
sets the feedback control execution flag FB1, thereby
carrying out a feedback control by the upstream-side
O, sensor 13 as shown in FIG. 11A. If FB1="1" at step
1002, or if V1 <0.25 V at step 1004, the control proceeds
directly to step 1006.

Similarly, at step 1006, it is determined whether or
not the feedback control execution flag FB2 1s “0". If
FB="0", the control proceeds to step 1007 which per-
forms an A/D conversion upon the output V3 of the
downstream-side O, sensor 15, and at step 1008, it 15
determined whether or not V220.25 V is satisfied. If
V320.25 V, the control proceeds to step 1009 which
sets the feedback control execution flag FB2, thereby
carrying out a feedback control by the downstream-side
O, sensor 15 as shown in FIG. 11B. If FB2="]" at step
10006, or if V1< 0.25 V at step 1008, the control pro-
ceeds directly to step 1012, thus completing this routine.

Note that if the signal processing circuits 111 and 112
are of a flow-in type as shown in FIG. 3B, at step 1004,
it is determined whether or not V1 <0.75 V is satisfied,
and at step 1008, it is determined whether or not
Va<0.75 V.

According to the routine of FIG. 10A, if the O; sen-
SOTs are in an activation state, the feedback controls by
the O3 sensors are relatively promptly [stated]) started
as illustrated in FIGS. 11A and 11B, thereby improving
the fuel consumption, the drivability, and the exhaust
emission characteristics.

FIG. 10B is a modification of the flow at steps 1008,
and 1009 of FIG. 10A. In this routine, the activation
reference voltage V5 is variable. Note that the activa-
tion reference voltage Vi is initially set at 0.4 V and 1s
stored in the backup RAM 106, and a counter C 1s
initially cleared. At step 1021, it is determined whether
or not V22V is satisfied. If V2Z Vy, the control pro-
ceeds to step 1022 which sets the feedback control exe-
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cution flag FB2, thereby carrying out a feedback con-
trol by the downstream-side O» sensor 15, Otherwise,
the control proceeds to step 1023 which counts up the
counter C by 1. Note that the counter C is used for
counting the duration for which Va2 < V. Then, at step
1024, it 1s determined whether or not C> Cy is satisfied.
Here, Cgis a definite time period. Only if C<Cp, does
the control proceed to step 1025 which calculates an
activation reference voltage Vy. In this case, Vj 1s
calculated from a one-dimensional map stored i1n the
ROM 104 using an air-fuel feedback control parameter
such as a rich skip amount RSR (or a lean skip amount
RSL). That 1s, in this case, the rich skip amount RSR
can be vaned by the feedback control by the down-
stream-side O3 sensor 15. As a result, if the rnich skip
amount RSR i1s changed on the nch side and 1s larger
than a predetermined value RSX, the activation refer-
ence voltage Vg is reduced. Then, at step 1026, the
calculated activation reference Vg is stored in the
backup RAM 106.

Note that the parameter at step 1025 can be other
air-fuel feedback control parameters which are con-
trolled by the feedback control by the downstream-side
O» sensor 15, e.g., the coolant temperature, the engine
speed, the intake air pressure, and the like. Also, if the
signal processing circuits 111 and 112 are of a flow-in
type as shown in F1G. 3B, at step 1021, it 1s determined
whether or not V2 <V is satisfied, and at step 1025, the
activation reference voltage; <V 15 satisfied, and at
step 1028, the activation reference voltage Vg 1s larger
than the parameter such as RSL is on the leaner side.

As explained above, the activation reference voltage
V4 is stored in the backup RAM 106, thereby improv-
ing the drivability at the restart of the engine. However,
when the engine adopts a learning control, at step 1026,
the activation reference voltage Vg 1s stored in the
RAM 105, thereby restoring the original value thereof.

The effect of the routine 10A modified by the flow of

FI1IG. 10B will be explained with reference to FIGS.
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12A through 12F. first, the case wherein the activation 40

reference voltage is a relatively high definite value such
as 0.55 V will be explained. That is, where the signal
processing circuits 111 and 112 are of a flow-out type, If
the air-fuel ratio of the entire engine due to the individ-

ual differences in the fuel injection valves, the aging of 45

the downstream-side O»> sensor 15, or the like, 15 lean as
shown in F1G. 12B, it is impossible for the output V; of
the downstream-side s sensor 15 to reach the activa-
tion reference voltage 0.55 V as shown 1n FIG. 12A,
and accordingly, a feedback control by the down-
stream-line O3 sensor 15 is not started. As a result, the
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter such as RSR 1s
fixed on the rich side as shown in FIG. 12C. Thus, the
drivability, the NO, emission characteristics, and the
like are deteriorated. Similarly, where the signal pro-
cessing circuits 111 and 112 are of a flow-in type, if the
air-fuel ratio of the entire engine due to the individual
differences in the fuel injection valves, the aging of the
downstream-side O; sensor 15, or the like, is rich, 1t 1s
impossible for the output V; of the downstream-side O3
sensor 15 to reach the activation reference voltage, and
accordingly, a feedback control by the downstream-
side Q> sensor 18 is not started. As a result, the air-fuel
ratio feedback control parameter such as RSR s fixed
on the lean side. Thus, the drivability, the HC and CO
emission characteristics, and the like are deteriorated.

Contrary to the above, according to the routine of
FIG. 10A modified by the flow of FIG. 10B, where the
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signal processing circuits are of a flow-out type, if the
air-fuel ratio of the entire engine due to the individual
differences in the fuel injection valves, the aging of the
downstream-side O, sensor 15, or the like. 1s lean as
shown in FIG. 12B, the activation reference voltage
V¢ is reduced to V', thereby starting a feedback con-
trol by the downstream-side O; sensor 15. As a resulit,
the air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter such as
RSR is controlled as shown in FIG. 12F, thereby im-
proving the drivability, the NO, emission characteris-
tics, and the like. Similarly, where the signal processing
circuits 111 and 112 are of a flow-in type, if the air-fuel
ratio of the entire engine due to the individual differ-
ences in the fuel injection valves, the aging of the down-
stream-side O» sensor 15, or the like, 1s nch, the activa-
tion reference voltage is increased, thereby starting a
feedback control by the downstream-side O3z sensor 185.
As a result, the air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter
such as RSR is controlled, thereby improving the driva-
bility, the HC and CO emission characteristics, and the
like.

In a double O3 sensor system, when the output char-
acteristics of the upstream-side O; sensor 13 are shown
in FIG. 13A, the output characteristics of the down-
stream-side > sensor 15 are shown in FIG. 13B, since
the downstream-side O» sensor 15 15 located down-
stream of the catalyst converter 12 so that the O3 sensor
15 1s only a little affected by unburned gas such as HC,
CO, or H> emussions. However, if the catalyst converter
14 is detenorated, the downstream-side O) sensor 13 as
well as the upstream-side O; sensor 13 1s affected by
unburned gas, and therefore, the output characteristics
of the downstream-side O» sensor 15 are detenorated as
shown in FIG. 13C. That is, the output V3 of the down-
stream-side O3 sensor 15 has a large amplitude and a
small period, thereby fluctuation of the feedback con-
trol is caused by the downstream-side O3 sensor 15, thus
inviting a determination of the fuel consumption, the
drivability, and the HC, CO, and H2 emission character-
istics. Thus, the normal/abnormal determination of the
downstream-side O» sensor 15 can be carned out by
determining whether or not the catalyst converter 12 is
deteriorated, which will be explained with reference to
F1GS. 14, 15A through 15D, and 16.

FIG. 14 is a routine for calculating amphtudes and
periods of the outputs V; and V; of the O; sensors 13
and 15, executed at every predetermined time period
such as 4 ms. Steps 1401 through 1417 are used for the
upstream-side O sensor 13, and steps 1418 through 1434
are used for the downstream-side O» sensor 18.

At step 1401, an A/D conversion is performed upon
the output V; of the upstream-side O; sensor 13, and at
step 1402, it is determined whether or not V>V g 1s
satisfied. Here, Vg is a value of the output V| prewvi-
ously fetched by this routine. If V1> Vo (positive
slope), the control proceeds to step 1403 which deter-
mines whether or not a flag F1UP is “0”, and if
V1=V o (negative slope), the control proceeds to step
1409 which determines whether or not the flag F1UP is
“1”. Here, the flag F1IUP (=*1"") shows that the output
Vi of the upstream-side O2 sensor 13 1s being increased.
Therefore, at step 1403, if F1IUP="0", this means that
the output V of the upstream-side O; sensor 13 is re-
versed from the decrease side to the increase side, and if
F1UP="*1", this means that the output V; of the up-
stream-side O3 sensor 13 is being increased. On the
other hand, at step 1409, if F1UP =""1", this means that
the output V; of the upstream-side O; sensor 13 i1s re-



Re. 33,942

17

versed from the increase side to the decrease side and if
F1UP="0", this means, that the output V; of the up-
stream-side O3 sensor 13 1s being decreased.

When the output V' of the upstream-side O3 sensor 13
is being increased, the control proceeds to step 1408
which counts up an increase period counter Clup by 1,
when the output V of the upstream-side O3 sensor 13 is
being decreased, the control proceeds to step 1414
which counts up a decrease period counter Cldn by 1.

Thus, when the output Vi of the upstream-side O;
sensor 13 is changed as shown in F1G. 15A, the flag
F1UP is changed as shown in FI1G. 15B. As a result, the
increase period counter Clup and the decrease period
counter Cldn are changed as shown in FIGS. 13C and
15D.

At each time t5, t4, . . . , when the output V; of the
upstream-side O; sensor 13 is reversed from the de-
crease side to the increase side, the control proceeds to
steps 1404 through 1407, 1415, and 1416. That 1s, at step
1404, a decrease period T1dn 1s calculated by

Tidn—Cl1dn.

Then, at step 1405, the decrease period counter Cldn 15
cleared. Next, at step 1406, a minimum V/ of the out-
put V) of the upstream-side O; sensor 1s calculated by

Vit—Vio

Further, at step 1407, the flag F1UP is reversed.
At step 1415, a period T1 of the output V; of the
upstream-side O3 sensor 13 1s calculated by

T1—T1dn+ Tlup.

Also. at step 1416, an amplitude AV of the output V;
of the upstream-side Oj sensor 13 is calculated by

AV i—Vig-ViL

Here, Vg is a maximum value of the output V; of the
upstream-side O3 sensor 13.

Also, at each time ty, t3, ts, . . ., when the output V),
of the upstream-side O sensor 13 is reversed from the

increase side to the decrease side, the control proceeds
to steps 1410 through 1413, 1415, and 1416. That 1s, at
step 1410, as increase period T1lup 1s calculated by

Tlup—Clup.

Then, at step 1411, the increase period counter Clup 1s
cleared. Next, at step 1412, a minimum V,x of the out-
put V; of the upstream-side O; sensor 1s calculated by

Vin—Vio

Further, at step 1413, the flag F1UP is reversed. Then,
at step 14185, a period T1 of the output V; of the up-
stream-side O3 sensor 13 is calculated by

T1—T1dn+ Tlup.

Also, at step 1416, an amplitude AV of the output V;of
the upstream-side O sensor 13 is calculated by
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At step 1417, in order to prepare a next operation of
this routine, the previous value Vg is replaced by the
current value V.

Similarly, the flow at steps 1418 through 1434 calcu-
Jates a period T2 and an amplitude AV for the output
V5 of the downstream-side O» sensor 18.

Thus, this routine is completed by step 1433.

F1G. 16 is a routine for determining whether the O3
sensors are normal or abnormal by using the calculation
result of the routine of FIG. 14. This routine is also
carried out at every predetermined time period such as
4 ms.

At step 1601, it is determined whether or not all the
feedback control (closed-loop control) conditions are
satisfied in the same way as at step 501 of F1G. 5. Also,
in this case, if one or more of the feedback control
conditions is not satisfied, the control proceeds to step
1611 which clears the feedback control execution flag
FB1, and further proceeds to step 1612 which clears the
feedback control execution flag FB2. This is, none of
the air-fuel ratio feedback controls are carried out.

Contrary to the above, at step 1601, if all of the feed-
back control conditions are satisfied, the control pro-
ceeds to step 1602 which sets the feedback control exe-
cution flag FB1, thereby carrying [and]} a feedback
control by the upstream-side O3 sensor 13.

At step 1603, it is determined whether or not the
downstream-side O3 sensor 15 is in an activation state by
determining whether or not the output V; of the down-
stream-side O sensor 15 is reversed. If the downstream
side O3 sensor 15 is in an activation state, the control
proceeds to step 1604. Otherwise, the control proceeds
to step 1613 which clears the feedback control execu-
tion flag FB2, so that a feedback control by the down-
stream-side O; sensor 18 is not carried out.

At step 1604, the engine speed data Ne is read out of
the RAM 105, and it is determined whether or not 1000
rpm=Ne=4000 rpm. This step 1604 corresponds to
step 502 of FIG. §. Only if 1000 rpm =Ne=4000 rpm,
does the control proceed to step 1605. The intake air
amount data Q is read out of the RAM 105, and 1t 1s
determined whether or not 10 m3/h=Q=120 m3/h.
This step 1605 corresponds to step 503 of FIG. §. Only
if 10 m3/h=Q=120 m3/h, does the control proceed to
step 1606.

At step 1606, it is determined whether or not the
amplitude AV of the downstream-side Oz sensor 15 1s
larger than a predetermined value such as 0.3 V. Only if
AV3>0.3 V, the control proceeds to step 1607.

At step 1607, it is determined whether or not the ratio
of the period T1 of the output V of the upstream-side
O, sensor 13 to the period T2 of the output V; of the
downstream-side O3 sensor 185 is larger than a predeter-
mined value such as 0.3. Only if AV3>0.3 V and
T1/T2>0.3, this means that the catalyst converter 12 1s
deteriorated, and accordingly, the control proceeds to
step 1609 which counts up an accumulation counter CA
for measuring the duration for which the catalyst con-
verter 12 is deterorated.

If at least one of the determinations at steps 1606 and
1607 is negative, the control proceeds to step 1608
which sets the feedback control execution flag FB2
thereby carrying out a feedback control by the down-
stream-side O3 sensor 13.

On the other hand, at step 1610, it is determned
whether or not the accumulation counter CA exceeds a
predetermined value such as 100. If CA > 100, the con-
trol proceeds to step 1612 which clears the feedback
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control execution flag FB2, and if CA =100, the control
proceeds to step 1608 which sets the feedback control
execution flag FB2.

This routine 1s completed by step 1613.

In FIG. 16, at step 1607, it can be determined whether
or not the period T2 of the output V3 of the down-
stream-side O» sensor 15 is smaller than a predetermined
value dependent upon a driving parameter such as the
engine speed Ne.

Next, the O> storage effect of a three-way reducing
and oxidizing catalyst converter will be explained with
reference to F1G. 17. As indicated by dot-solid lines 1n
FI1G. 17, the purifying rate 1 for the NOx component 1s
large on the rich side with respect to the stoichiometric
ratio (A= 1), and the purifying rate n for the CO compo-
nent (or HC component) is large on the lean side with
respect to the stoichiometric ratio (A=1). Note that the
purifying rate » for the HC component has the same
tendency as the punifying rate n for the CO component.
Therefore, if g is a required purifying rate, the control-
lable window of the air-fuel ratio 1s very narrow
(W=W,), and therefore, the feedback control for the
stoichiometric ratio should be carried out essentially
within this range W;. However, in the three-way reduc-
ing and oxidizing catalysts, when a lean air-fuel ratio
atmosphere prevails, O; is absorbed thereinto, and when
a rich air-fuel ratio atmosphere prevails, HC and CO are
absorbed thereinto, and are reacted with the absorbed
O;. This is a so-called O; storage effect. An air-fuel
feedback control operation provides an optimum fre-
quency and amplitude of the air-fuel ratio thereby posi-
tively making use of such an O; storage effect. There-
fore. according to the air-fuel feedback control, as indi-
cated by solid lines in FIG. 17, the purifying rate n 1s
improved and the controllable air-fuel ratio window ts
substantially broad (W =W3). In this case, the output
V, of the upstream-side O; sensor 13 is swung at a fre-
quency of about 2 Hz as shown in FIG. 18A.

Contrary to the above, when the O; sensor is deterio-
rated, only a little oxygen penetrates the zirconium
elements of the Oy sensor. As a result, when the exhaust
gas is changed from a rich state to a lean state, the
change of the output of the Oz sensor from a rich signal
to a lean signal is delayed, so that a time period of
change of the output of the O; sensor from maximum to
minimum becomes long. That is, before the output of
the O sensor becomes sufficiently low, the controlled
air-fuel ratio is reversed. As a result, the frequency of
the controlled air-fuel ratio is reduced as shown in F1G.

18B, thereby reducing the O storage effect of the three 50

way catalysts. Thus, when the O; storage effect 15 re-
duced, the controllable air-fuel ratio window W 1s also
reduced, for example, W =W, corresponding to a fre-
quency 1 Hz. In this case, the amplitude of the output of
the O3 sensor 1s also reduced.

Note that FIG. 19 represents the relationship be-
tween the air-fuel ratio window W and the frequency f
of the controlled air-fuel ratio,

Thus, the normal/abnormal determination of the
downstream O) sensor 18 can be carried out by whether
or not the amplitude of the output of the downstream-
side O; sensor 18 is larger than a predetermined value,
which will be explained with reference to FIG. 20.

FIG. 20 is a further routine for determining whether
the O, sensors 13 and 1§ are in a normal or abnormal
state.

At step 2001, it is determined whether or not all the
feedback control (closed-loop control) conditions are
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satisfied in the same way as at step 501 of FIG. §. Also.
in this case, if one or more of the feedback control
conditions is not satisfied, the control proceeds to step
2026 which clears the feedback control execution flag
FB1, and further proceeds to step 2027 which clears the
feedback control execution flag FB2. That 1s, none of
the air-fuel ratio feedback controls are carried out.

Contrary to the above, at step 1601, if all of the feed-
back control conditions are satisfied. the control pro-
ceeds to step 1602, which sets the feedback control
execution flag FB1, thereby carrying out a feedback
control by the upstream-side O3 sensor 13.

At step 2003, the engine speed data Ne 1s read out of
the RAM 105, and it is determined whether or not 1000
rom =Ne=4000 rpm. This step 2003 corresponds to
step 502 of FIG. 5. Only if 1000 rpm = Ne=4000 rpm,
does the control proceed to step [1605] 2004, the
intake air amount data Q is read out of the RAM 1035,
and it is determined whether or not 10 m*/h=Q=120
m3/h. This step 2004 corresponds to step 503 of FIG. §.
Only if 10 m3/h=Q=120 m-3/h, does the control pro-
ceed to step 2005.

At step 2005, an A/D conversion 1s performed upon
the output V3 of the downstream-side O; sensor 13.
Then, at step 2006, it is determined whether or not the
output V3 is smaller than a mimimum level V;, and at
step 2007, it is determined whether or not the output
V1 is larger than a maximum level Vg Note that the
levels Vs and V g are made to the reference voltage Vg2
such as 0.55 V by the initial routine (not shown). As a
result, if V; =V>=Vy, the control proceeds to step
2010, so that no change is performed upon the mimimum
level V; and the maximum level Vg. If Vo<V, the
control proceeds to step 2008 which renews the mini-
mum level V,; by the current voliage V3>, and if
V1> Vg, the control proceeds to step 2009 which re-
news the minimum level V gy by the current voltage V.
Thus. the minimum level V; and the maximum level
V g of the output V3 of the downstream-side O3 sensor
15 are calculated by steps 2006 to 2009.

At step 2010, a counter CT 1s counted up by 1. Note
that the counter CT is initially cleared by the inital
routine (not shown). At step 2011, a reference value
CTg of the counter CT is calculated from a one-
dimensional map stored in the ROM 104 [usng] using
a load parameter such as the intake air amount Q or the
engine speed Ne. At step 2011, when the load 1s re-
duced, the reference value CTyp 15 also reduced, since
the response speed of the downstream-side Oz sensor 135
is reduced. However, this reference value CTomay be a
definite value such as 30. Then, at step 2010, it 1s deter-
mined. whether or not CT = CTgis satisfied. Therefore,
only if the conditions at step 2001, 2003, and 2004 are
satisfied and the flow at steps 2005 to 2012 1s repeated
CTo times, does the control proceed to step 2013. Oth-
erwise, the control proceeds directly to step 2028, so
that the feedback control execution flag FB2 and the
alarm 18 each remain in a previous state.

At step 2013, the difference w between the maximum
level Vg and the minimum level V; is calculated, 1.e.,

we—Vpy—V .

At step 2014, a reference value woof the difference w
is calculated from a one-dimensional map stored in the
ROM 104 using a load parameter such as the intake air
amount Q or the engine speed Ne. At step 2104, when
the load is reduced, the reference value wgis increased,
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since a gas transport time to the downstream-side O:
sensor 15 is increased, thereby increasing the output
amplitude of the downstream-side O3 sensor 13. Fur-
ther, when the load is remarkably reduced in an idling
state, the reference value wyis reduced, since the down- 3
stream-side O3 sensor 15 is cooled, thereby reducing the
amplitude of the output thereof. However, the refer-
ence value wg may be a definite value such as 0.4 V.

Then, at step 2015, it is determined whether or not
w = wq is satisfied. If w=wyq, this means that the down-
stream-side O3 sensor 15 1s not yet deterniorated, and
accordingly, the control proceeds to step 2016 which
sets the feedback control execution flag FB2 thereby
carrying out a feedback control by the downstream-side
O, sensor 15. Thus, a feedback control by both of the £3
O, sensor 13 and 15 is carried out. Then, at step 2017, if
the alarm 18 is being turned ON, the alarm 18 is turned
OFF.

At step 2015, when w < wy, the control proceeds to
step 2018 which clears the feedback control execution
flag FB2. Therefore, a feedback control by the up-
stream-side O, sensor 15 only is carried out. Then, at
step 2019, the alarm 18 is turned ON. Thus, when the
difference w between the maximum level Vg and the
minimum level V of the output V; of the downstream-
side O3 sensor 15 during a predetermined period deter-
mined by the value CTp is smaller than the value wy,
this means that the downstream-side O3 sensor 15 1s
deteriorated.

Steps 2020 to 2022 are used for initializing the levels
Vi, Vy, and the counter CT. That 1s, at steps 2020 and
2021, the minimum level V; and the maximum level Vg
are made to Vg2 (=0.55 V), and at step 2022, the
counter CT i1s cleared.

On the other hand, if at least one of the determina-
tions at steps 2003 and 2004 is negative, the control
proceeds to step 2023 which determines whether or not
the alarm 18 is being turned ON. If the alarm 18 is being
turned ON, the contro] proceeds directly to step 2028.
That is, in this case, a feedback control by the upstream-
side O3 sensor 13 only is carried out. At step 2023, if the
alarm 18 is not being turned ON, the control proceeds
to step 2024 which sets the feedback control execution
flag FB2, thereby carrying out a feedback control by
both of the O3 sensors 13 and 15, and then at step 2023,
the counter CT 1s cleared.

Thus, when the difference between the maximum
Jevel Vg and the minimum level V; of the output V;of
the downstream-side O3 sensor 15 becomes smaller than 5
the predetermined value wyo, it is considered that the
downstream-side O3 sensor 1§ is deteriorated, and ac-
cordingly, the feedback control execution flag FB2 1s
cleared.

Note that, at step 2019, when the alarm 18 1s turned 535
ON, this can be written into the backup RAM 106,
thereby storing the hysteresis of the alarm 18.

As explained above, the feedback control execution
flags FB1 and FB2 are calculated by the routine of
FI1GS. §, 6 (TA, 7B, 8A, 8B), 10A (10B), 16 (14), or 20, &0
and as a result, the air-fuel ratio feedback control 1s
carried out based upon the calculated feedback control
execution flags FB1 and FB2, which will be explained
below.

F1G. 21 is a routine for calculating a first air-fuel ratio 65
feedback correction amount FAF in accordance with
the output of the upstream-side Oz sensor 13 executed at
every predetermined time period such as 4 ms.
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At step 2101, it is determined whether or not the
feedback control execution flag FB1 is "1, If
FB1="0", the control proceeds to step 2127, in which
the correction amount FAF is caused to be 1.0
(FAF = 1.0), thereby carrying out an open-loop control
operation. Note that, in this case, the correction amount
FAF can be a learning value or a value immediately
before the feedback control by the upstream-side O>
sensor 13 1s stopped.

Contrary to the above, at step 2101, if FB1="1", the

control proceeds to step 2102.
" At step 2102, an A/D conversion is performed upon
the output voltage V) of the upstream-side Oz sensor 13,
and the A/D converted value thereof is then fetched
from the A/D converter 101. Then, at step 2103, the
voltage V) is compared with a reference voltage Vg
such as 0.45 V, thereby determining whether the cur-
rent air-fuel ratio detected by the upstream-side O;
sensor 13 is on the rich side or on the lean side with
respect to the stoichiometric air-fuel rato.

If Vi=VR;, which means that the current air-fuel
ratio is lean, the control proceeds to step 2104, which
determines whether or not the value of a first delay
counter CDLY1 is positive. If CDLY1>0, the control
proceeds to step 2105, which clears the first delay
counter CDLY1, and then proceeds to step 2106. If
CDLY1=0, the control proceeds directly to step 2106.
At step 2106, the first delay counter CDLY1 is counted
down by 1, and at step 2107, it is determined whether or
not CDLY1<TDL1. Note that TDL1 is a lean delay
time period for which a rich state i1s maintained even
after the output of the upstream-side O; sensor 13 1s
changed from the rich side to the lean side, and 1s de-
fined by a negative value. Therefore, at step 2107, only
when CDLY1 < TDL1 does the control proceed to step
2108, which causes CDLY1 to be TDL1, and then to
step 2109, which causes a first air-fuel ratio flag F1 to be
“0" (lean state). On the other hand, if V| >VRg;, which
means that the current air-fuel ratio i1s rich, the control
proceeds to step 2110, which determines whether or not
the value of the first delay counter CDLY1 is negative.
If CDLY1 <0, the control proceeds to step 2111, which
clears the first delay counter CDLY1, and then pro-
ceeds to step 2112. If CDLY1=0, the control directly
proceeds to 2112. At step 2112, the first delay counter
CDLY1 is counted up by 1, and at step 2113, i1t 1s deter-
mined whether or not CDLY1>TDRI1. Note that
TDR1 is a rich delay time period for which a lean state
is maintained even after the output of the upstream-side
05 sensor 13 is changed from the lean side to the nch
side, and is defined by a positive value. Therefore, at
step 2113, only when CDLY1> TDR1 does the control
proceed to step 2114, which causes CDLY1 to be
TDR1, and then to step 2118, which causes the first
air-fuel ratio flag F1 to be 1" (nch state).

Next, at step 21186, it is determined whether or not the
first air-fuel ratio flag F1 is reversed, 1.e., whether or not
the delayed air-fuel ratio detected by the upstream-side
O, sensor 13 is reversed. If the first air-fuel ratio flag F1
is reversed, the control proceeds to steps 2117 10 2119,
which carry out a skip operation. That is, if the flag F1
is “0” (lean) at step 2117, the control proceeds to step
2118, which remarkably increases the correction
amount FAF by a skip amount RSR. Also, if the flag F1
1s *“1” (rich) at step 2117, the control proceeds to step
2119, which remarkably decreases the correction
amount FAF by the skip amount [RSZ] RSL. On the
other hand, if the first air-fuel ratio flag F1 1s not re-
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versed at step 2116, the control proceeds to steps 2120
to 2122, which carries out an integration operation.
That is, if the flag F1 1s 0" (lean) at step 2120, the
control proceeds to step 2121. which gradually 1n-
creases the correction amount FAF by a rich integra-
tion amount KIR. Also, if the flag F1 1s “1" (nch) at
step 2120, the control proceeds to step 2122, which
gradually decreases the correction amount FAF by a
lean integration amount KIL.

The correction amount FAF is guarded by a mini-
mum value 0.8 at steps 2123 and 2124, and by a maxi-
mum value 1.2 at steps 2125 and 2126, thereby aiso
preventing the controlled air-fuel ratio from becoming
overrich or overlean.

The correction amount FAF is then stored in the
RAM 105, thus completing this routine of F1G. 21 at
step 2128.

The operation by the flow chart of FIG. 21 will be
further explained with reference to FIGS. 22A through
22D. As illustrated in FIG. 22A, when the air-fuel rano
A/F is obtained by the output of the upstream-side O3
sensor 13, the first delay counter CDLY1 1s counted up
during a rich state, and is counted down during a lean
state, as illustrated in FIG. 22B. As a result, a delayed
air-fuel ratio corresponding to the first air-fuel ratio flag
F1 is obtained as illustrated in F1G. 22C. For example,
at time tj, even when the air-fuel ratio A/F 1s changed
from the lean side to the rich side, the delayed air-fuel
ratio F1 is changed at time t; after the rich delay time
period TDR1. Similarly, at time t3, even when the air-
fuel ratio A/F is changed from the rich side to the lean
side, the delayed air-fuel ratio F1 is changed at time 14
after the lean delay time pennod TDL1. However, at
time ts, ts, or 17, when the air-fuel ratio A/F 1s reversed
within a smaller time period than the rich delay time
period TDR1 or the lean delay time period TDL]1, the
delayed air-fuel ratio F1 is reversed at time tg. That 1s,
the delayed air-fuel ratio F1 1s stable when compared
with the air-fuel ratio A/F. Further, as illustrated 1n
FIG. 22D, at every change of the delayed air-fuel ratio
F1 from the rich side to the lean side, or vice versa, the
correction amount FAF is skipped by the skip amount
RSR or RSL. and also, the correction amount FAF 1s
gradually increased or decreased in accordance with
the delayed air-fuel ratio F1.

Air-fuel ratio feedback control operations by the
downstream-side O3 sensor 15 will be explained. There
are two types of air-fuel ratio feedback control opera-
tions by the downstream-side O; sensor 1§, i.e., the
operation type in which a second air-fuel ratio correc-
tion amount FAF2 is introduced thereinto, and the
operation type in which an air-fuel ratio feedback con-
trol parameter in the air-fuel ratio feedback control
operation by the upstream-side Oz sensor 13 is vanable.
Further, as the air fuel ratio feedback control parame-
ter, there are nominated a delay time period TD (in
more detail, the rich delay time period TDR1 and the
lean delay time period TDL1), a skip amount RS (in
more detail, the rich skip amount RSR and the lean skip
amount RSL), and an integration amount K1 (in more
detail, the rich integration amount KIR and the lean
integration amount KIL).

For example, if the rich delay time period becomes
larger than the lean delay time period (TDR1>TDL1),
the controlled air-fuel ratio becomes richer, and if the
lean delay time period becomes larger than the rich
delay time period (TDL1>TDR1), the controlled air-
fuel ratio becomes leaner. Thus the air-fuel ratio can be
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controlled by changing the rich delay time period
TDR1 and the lean delay time period TDL1 in accor-
dance with the output of the downstream-side O3 sensor
15. Also, if the rich skip amount RSR is increased or if
the lean skip amount RSL is decreased. the controiled
air-fuel ratio becomes richer, and if the lean skip amount
RSL is increased or if the rich skip amount RSR is
decreased, the controlled air-fuel ratio becomes leaner.
Thus, the air-fuel ratio can be controlled by changing
the rich skip amount RSR and the lean skip amount
RSL in accordance with the output of the downstream-
side O» sensor 15. Further, if the nch integration
amount KIR is increased or if the lean integration
amount KIL is decreased, the controlled air-fuel rato
becomes richer, and if the lean integration amount KIL
is increased or if the rich integration amount KIR 1s
decreased, the controlled air-fuel ratio becomes leaner.
Thus, the air-fuel ratio can be controlled by changing
the rich integration amount KIR and the lean integra-
tion amount KIL in accordance with the output of the
downstream-side O3 sensor 15. Still further, if the refer-
ence voltage Vg is increased, the controlled air-fuel
ratio becomes richer, and if the reference voltage Vg 1s
decreased, the controlled air-fuel ratio becomes leaner.
Thus, the air-fuel ratio can be controlled by changing
the reference voltage Vg) in accordance with the out-
put of the downstream-side O3 sensor 13.

A double Oj sensor system, in which an air-fuel ratio
feedback control parameter of the air-fuel ratio feed-
back control by the downstream-side O3> sensor 1s vari-
able, will be explained with reference to FIGS. 23, 24A
through 241, 28, and 26. In this case, the delay time
periods TDR1 and TDL1 as the air-fuel ratio feedback
control constants are varnable.

FIG. 23 is a routine for calculating the delay time
periods TDR1 and TDL1 in accordance with the out-
put of the downstream-side O; sensor 15 executed at
every predetermined time period such as 1 s.

At step 2301, it is determined whether or not the
feedback control execution flag FB2 15 “1”. If
FB2="0", the control proceeds to step 2329 in which
the rich delay time period TDR1 is caused to be a defi-
nite value such as 12(48 ms), and also proceeds to step
2330 in which the lean delay time period TDL1 is
caused to be a definite value such as — 6{24 ms), thereby
carrying out an open-loop control for the downstream-
side O3 sensor 185.

Contrary to the above, at step 2301, if FB2="1"", the
control proceeds to step 2302.

At step 2302, an A/D conversion is performed upon
the output voltage V; of the second O3 sensor 13, and
the A/D converted value thereof is then fetched from
the A/D converter 101. Then, at step 2303, the voltage
V3 is compared with a reference voltage V gz such as
0.55 V, thereby determining whether the current air-
fuel ratio detected by the downstream-side O; sensor 13
is on the rich side or on the lean side with respect to the
stoichiometric air-fuel ratio. Note that the reference
voltage Vg2 (=0.55 V) is preferably higher than the
reference voltage Vg1 (=0.45 V), in consideration of
the difference in output characteristics and deteriora-
tion speed between the O; sensor 13 upstream of the
catalyst converter 12 and the second O: sensor 13
downstream of the catalyst converter 12.

Steps 2304 through 2315 correspond to steps 2104
through 2115, respectively, thereby performing a delay
operation upon the determination at step 2303. Here, a
rich delay time period is defined by TDR2, and a lean
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delay time period is defined by TDL2. As a result of the
delayed determination, if the air-fuel ratio 1s rich, a
second air-fuel ratio flag F2 is caused to be “1”, and 1f
the air-fuel ratio is lean, the second air-fuel ratio flag F2
is caused to be “0".

At step 2316, it is determined whether or not the
second air-fue} ratio flag F2 is 0", If F2="0", which
means that the air-fuel ratio is lean, the control proceeds
to steps 2317 through 2322, and if F2="1", which
means that the air-fuel ratio is rich, the control proceeds
to steps 2323 through 2328.

At step 2317, the rich delay time period TDR1 1s
increased by 1 to move the air-fuel ratio to the nich side.
At steps 2318 and 2319, the rich delay time period
TDRI1 is guarded by a maximum value TRg). Further, at
step 2320, the lean delay time period TDL1 s decreased
by 1 to move the air-fuel ratio to the rich side. At steps
2321 and 2322, the lean delay time period TDL1 1s
guarded by a minimum value Tp;.

On the other hand, at step 2323, the rich delay time
period TDR1 is decreased by 1 to move the air-fuel
ratio to the lean side. At steps 2324 and 2325, the rich
delay time period TDRI1 is guarded by the minimum
value Tg;. Further, at step 2326, the lean delay time
period TDL1 is increased by 1 to move the air-fuel ratio
to the lean side. At steps 2327 and 2328, the lean delay
time period TDL1 is guarded by the maximum value
MAX.

The delay time periods TDR1 and TDL1 are then
stored in the RAM 105, thereby completing this routine
of FIG. 23 at step 2331.

Thus, according to the routine of F1G. 23, when the
delayed output of the downstream-side Oj sensor 13 1s
lean, the rich delay time period TDR1 is gradually
increased, and the lean delay time period TDL1 1s grad-
ually decreased, thereby moving the air-fuel ratio to the

rich side. Contrary to this, when the delayed output of

the downstream-side O3 sensor 18 is rich, the rich delay
time period TDR1 is gradually decreased, and the lean
delay time period TDL1 is gradually increased, thereby
moving the air-fuel ratio to the lean side.

- FIGS. 24A through 241 are timing diagrams for ex-
plaining the air-fuel ratio correction amount FAF and
the delay time periods TDR1 and TDL1 obtained by
the flow charts of FIGS. 21 and 23. When the output
V1 of the upstream-side O3 sensor 13 is changed as illus-
trated in FIG. 24A, the determination at step 2103 of
FIG. 21is shown in FIG. 24B, and a delayed determina-
tion thereof corresponding to the first air-fuel ratio flag
F1 is shown in FIG. 24C. As a result, as shown in FIG.
24D, every time the delayed determination is changed
from the rich side to the lean side, or vice versa, the
air-fuel ratio correction amount FAF 1s shipped by the
skip amount RSR or RSL, and is also gradually n-
creased or decreased by the integration amount KIR or
KIL in accordance with the delayed air-fuel ratio F1.
On the other hand, when the output of the downstream-
side O3 sensor 15 is changed as illustrated in F1G. 24E,
the determination of step 2303 of FIG. 23 1s shown 1n
FIG. 24F, and the delayed determination thereof corre-
sponding to the second air-fuel ratio flag F2 is shown in
FIG. 34G. As shown in FIGS. 24H and 241, when the
delayed determination F2 is lean, the rich delay time
period TDR1 and the lean delay time period TDL1 are
both increased, and when the delayed determination F2
is rich, the rich delay time period TDR1 and the lean
delay time period TDL1 are both decreased. In this
case, the rich delay time-period TDR1 and the lean
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delay time period TDL1 are changed within a range
from Tgy to Tra(or from Ty to Tg).

F1G. 25 is a modification of the routine of FIG. 23.
That is, the flow at step 2321, 2322, 2327, or 2328 pro-
ceeds via steps 2501 through 2504 of FIG. 25 to step
2331. Namely, steps 2329 and 2330 of FIG. 23 are de-
leted. At step 2501, the blunt value [TDR1] TDR/ of
the rich delay time period TDR1 is calculated by

[ n; - TDR1 4+ TDRI
TDR — n; + 1 ]

L —

n - TDR! + TDR]J
TDR ] +— mmmemmm————

ny + 1/

where n| is a constant. Note that the value [TDR1]}
TDR! can be a mean value of TDR1. Then, at step
2502, the mean or blunt value [ TDR1] TDR/ is stored
in backup RAM 106. Similarly, at step 2503, the blunt
value [TDL1] TDLI] of the lean delay time period
TDL1 is calculated by

[ n» - TDL1 + TDL1
ny + | |

-

ny. TDL] +~ TDL!
TDL )} — — e

ny ~+ 1

wherein nj is constant. Note that the value [TDL1]}
TDL] can be also a mean value of TDL1. Then, at step
2504, the mean or blunt value [TDL.1] TDL1 1s stored
in backup RAM 106. Thus, if the routine of FIG. 23 15
modified by FI1G. 25, the routine of FIG. 21 uses the
mean or blunt values [ TDR1 and TDL1]} TDR/! and
TDL1 stored in the backup RAM 106 instead of the
values TDR1 and TDL1 stored in the RAM 103,

According to the routine of FIG. 23 modified by
FIG. 25, when the downstream-side Oz sensor 15 1sin a
nonactivation state, i.e., in an abnormal state before the
completion of engine warming up, the feedback control
by the upstream-side Oz sensor 13 is carried out by using
the mean or blunted delay time periods [ TDR1 and
TDL1Y TDR1 and TDL1I which are determined imme-
diately after a previous activation state of the down-
stream-side O3 sensor 15. This is helpful in avoiding the
fluctuation of the controlled air-fuel ratio when the
downstream-side O; sensor 15 is in an abnormal state {(or
in a nonactivation state).

FIG. 26 is also a modification of the routine of FIG.
23. That is, the flow at step 2321, 2322, 2327, or 2328
proceeds via steps 2601 through 2602 of FIG. 26 to step
2331. Instead of this, steps 2329 and 2330 of FIG. 23 are
also deleted. At step 2601, the rich delay time penod
TDR1 is stored in the backup RAM 106, and at step
2602, the lean delay time period TDL1 is stored in the
backup RAM 106. Thus, if the routine of FIG. 23 1s
modified by FI1G. 26, the routine of FI1G. 21 uses the
values TDR1 and TDLI1 stored in the backup RAM 106
instead of the values TDR1 and TDL]1 stored in the
RAM 108.

According to the routine of FIG. 23 modified by
F1G. 26, the same effect can be obtained in the same
way in the routine of FIG. 23 modified by FIG. 25.

In FIGS. 23, 25, and 26, note that only one of the rich
delay time period TDR1 and the lean delay uume period
TDL1 can be variable by the output V; of the down-
stream-side O» sensor 15.
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Another double O> sensor system will be explained
with reference to FIGS. 27, 28A through 28I, 39, and
30. In this case, the skip amounts RSR and RSL as the
air-fuel ratio feedback control constants are variable.

FIG. 27 is a routine for calculating the skip amounts
RSR1 and RSL1 in accordance with the output of the
downstream-side O3 sensor 15 executed at every prede-
termined time penod such as ] s.

Steps 2701 through 2715 are the same as steps 2301
through 2315 of FIG. 23. That s, if FB2="0", the
control proceeds to steps 2729 and 2730, thereby carry-
ing out an open-loop control operation. For example,
the rich skip amount RSR and the lean skip amount

RSL are made definite values RSRo and RSLg which

.

10

are, for example, 5%. Contrary to the above, 1f 15

FB2=*1", the second air-fuel ratio flag F2 1s deter-
mined by the routine or steps 2703 through 2715.

At step 2716, it is determined whether or not the
second air-fuel ratio F2 s *0", If F2="0"", which means
that the air-fuel rauo is lean, the control proceeds to
steps 2717 through 2722, and if F2="1", which means
that the air-fuel ratio is rich, the control proceeds to
steps 2723 through 2738.

At step 2717, the rich skip amount RSR 15 increased
by a definite value ARS which is, for example, 0.08§, to
move the air-fuel ratio to the rich side. At steps 2718
and 2719, the rich skip amount RSR1 1s guarded by a
maximum value RSR; which i1s, for example, 6.2%.
Further, at step 2720, the lean skip amount RSL is de-
creased by the definite value ARS to move the air-fuel
ratio to the lean side. At steps 2721 and 2722, the lean
skip amount RSL is guarded by a mimmum value RSL
which 1s, for example, 2.5%.

On the other hand, at step 2723, the rich skip amount
RSR is decreased by the definite value ARS to move the
air-fuel ratio to the lean side. At steps 2724 and 2728, the
rich skip amount RSR is guarded by the minimum value
RSR. Further, at step 2726, the lean skip amount RSL s
decreased by the definite value ARS to move the air-
fuel ratio to the rich side. At steps 2727 and 2728, the
lean skip amount RSL is guarded by the maximum
value RSL,.

The skip amounts RSR and RSL are then stored in
the RAM 105, thereby completing this routine of FIG.
27 at step 2728

Thus, according to the routine of F1G. 27, when the
delayed output of the downstream-side O3 sensor 15 1s
lean, the nich skip amount RSR is gradually increased,
and the lean skip amount RSL 1s gradually decreased,
thereby moving the air-fuel ratio to the rich side. Con-
trary to this, when the delayed output of the down-
stream-side O3 sensor 185 is rich skip amount RSR 1s
gradually decreased, and the lean skip amount RSL 1s
gradually increased, thereby moving the air-fuel ratio to
the lean side.

FIGS. 28A through 28I are timing diagrams for ex-
plaining the air-fuel ratio correction amount FAF and
the skip amounts RSR and RSL obtained by the flow
charts of FIGS. 21 and 27. FIGS. 28A through 28G are
the same as FIGS. 24 A through 24H, respectively. As
shown in FIGS. 28G, 28H, and 281, when the delayed
determination F2 is lean, the rich skip amount RSKR is
increased and the lean skip amount RSL 1s decreased,
and when the delayved determination F2 is rich, the rich
skip amount RSR is decreased and the lean skip amount
RSL is increased. In this case, the skip amounts RSR
and RSL are changed within a range from RSR; to
RSR> or from RSL; to RSL»).
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FIG. 29 is a modification of the routine of FIG. 27.
That ts, the flow at step 2721. 2722, 2727, or 2728 pro-
ceeds via steps 2901 through 2904 of FIG. 29 to step
2731. Namely, steps 2729 and 2730 of FIG. 27 are de-
leted. At step 2901, the blunt value [RSR]JRSR of the
rich skip amount RSR is calculated by

{ n: - RSR ~ RSR
RSR T )

n; + 1
ny - RSR + RSR

RSK — ——

where niis a constant. Note that the value RSR can be
a mean value of RSR. Then, at step 2902, the mean or
blunt value RSR is stored in the backup RAM 106.

Similarly, at step 2903, the blunt value [RSRY RSL of
the lean skip amount RSL is calculated by

[ ng - RSR + RSR

RSR o e
SR — 1

ng - RSL + RSL
ny + /

RSL —

where ng4is a constant. Note that the value can be also a
mean value of RSL. Then, at step 2904, the mean or
blunt value RSL is stored in the backup RAM 106.
Thus, if the routine of FIG. 27 1s modified by FIG. 29,
the routine of FIG. 21 uses the mean or blunt values
RSR and RSL stored in the backup RAM 106 instead of
the values RSR and RSL stored in the RAM 105.

According to the routine of FI1G. 27 modified by
FI1G. 29, when the downstream-side Oy sensor 151s1n a
nonactivation state, 1.€., in an abnormal state before the
completion of engine warming up, the feedback control
by the upstream-side O sensor 13 is carried out by using
the mean or blunted delay time periods [RSR and
RSL] RSR and RSL which are determined immedi-
ately after a previous activation state of the down-
stream-side O» sensor 15. This is aiso helpful in avoiding
the fluctuation of the controllied air-fuel ratio when the
downstream-side Ossensor 15 1s in an abnormal state (or
In a nonactivation state).

F1G. 30 is also a modification of the routine of FIG.
27. That is, the flow at step 2721, 2722, 2727, or 2728
proceeds via steps 3001 through 3002 of FIG. 30 to step
2731. Instead of this, steps 2729 and 2730 of FIG. 27 are
also deleted. At step 3001, the rich skip amount RSR is
stored in the backup RAM 106, and at step 3002, the
lean skip amount RSL is stored in the backup RAM 106.
Thus, if the routine of F1G. 27 is modified by F1G. 30,
the routine of FIG. 21 uses the values RSR and RSL
stored in the backup RAM 106 instead of the values
RSR and RSL stored in the RAM 108.

According to the routine of FI1G. 27 modified by
F1G. 30, the same effect can be obtained in the same
way in the routine of F1G. 27 modified by F1G. 29.

In FIGS. 27, 29, and 30, note that only one of the rich
skip amount RSR and the ]lean skip amount RSL can be
made variable by the output V; of the downstream-side
O, sensor 185.

A further double O3 sensor system will be explained
with reference to FIGS. 31, 32A through 321, 33, and
34. In this case, the integration amounts KIR and KIL
as the air-fuel ratio feedback control constants are vari-
able.
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FIG. 31 is a routine for calculating the integration
amounts KIR and KIL in accordance with the output of
the downstream-side O3 sensor 15 executed at every
predetermined time period such as 1 s.

Steps 3101 through 3115 are the same as steps 2301
through 2315 of FIG. 23. That is, if FB2="0", the
control proceeds to steps 3129 and 3130, thereby carry-
ing out an open-loop control operation. For example,
the rich integration amount KIR and the lean integra-
tion amount [RIL] KIL are made definite values
KIRoand KILgwhich are, for example, 5% /s. Contrary
to the above, if FB2="1", the second air-fuel ratio flag
F2 is determined by the routine of steps 3103 through
3115.

At step 3116, it is determined whether or not the
second air-fuel ratio F21s “0”, If F2="0", which means
that the air-fuel ratio is lean, the control proceeds to
steps 3117 through 3132, and if F2="1", which means
that the air-fuel ratio is rich, the control proceeds to
steps 3123 through 3128.

At step 3117, the rich integration amount KIR is
increased by a definite value AKI to move the air fuel
ratio to the rich side. At steps 3118 and 3119, the rich
integration amount KIR is guarded by a maximum
value KIR; which is, for example, 10%/s. Further, at
step 3120, the lean integration amount KIL 1s decreased
by the definite value AKI to move the air-fuel ratio to
the lean side. At steps 3121 and 3122, the lean integra-
tion amount KIL is guarded by a minimum value KIL;
which is, for example, 3%/s.

On the other hand, at step 3123, the rich integration
amount KIR is decreased by the definite value AKI to
move the air-fue] ratio to the lean side. At steps 3124
and 3125, the rich integration amount KIR 1s guarded
by the minimum value KIRj. Further, at step 3126, the
lean integration amount KIL is decreased by the defi-
nite value AK1 to move the air-fuel ratio to the rich side.
At steps 3127 and 3128, the lean integration amount
KIL is guarded by the maximum value KIL;.

The integration amounts KIR and KIL are then
stored in the RAM 105, thereby completing this routine
of FIG. 31 at step 3128.

Thus, according to the routine of F1G. 31, when the
delayed output of the downstream-side O3 sensor 15 1s
lean, the rich integration amount KIR is gradually in-
creased, and the lean integration amount KIL 1s gradu-
ally decreased, thereby moving the air-fuel ratio to the
rich side. Contrary to this, when the delayed output of
the downstream-side O» sensor 15 is rich, the rich inte-
gration amount KIR is gradually decreased, and the
lean integration amount KIR is gradually increased,
thereby moving the air-fuel ratio to the lean side.

FIGS. 32A through 321 are timing diagrams for ex-
plaining the air-fue] ratio correction amount FAF and
the integration amounts KIR and KIL obtained by the
flow charts of FIGS. 21 and 31. FIGS. 32A through
32G are the same as FIGS, 24A through 24H, respec-
tively. As shown in FIGS. 32G, 32H, and 32J, when the
delayed determination F2 is lean, the rich integration
amount KIR is increased and the lean integration
amount KIL is decreased, and when the delayed deter-
mination F2 is rich, the rich integration amount KIR is
decreased and the lean integration amount KIL 1is in-
creased. In this case, the integration amounts KIR and
KIL are changed within a range from KIR; to KIR;or
from KIL; to KIL:)]}.

FIG. 33 is a modification of the routine of F1G. 31
That is, the flow at step 3121, 3122, 3127, or 3128 pro-
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ceeds via steps 3301 through 3304 of FIG. 33 to step
3131. Namely. steps 3129 and 3130 of FIG. 3 are de-
leted. At step 3301, the blunt value [KIR] K/R of the
rich integration amount KIR is calculated by

[ ns - TDR1 -+ TDRI]
ns = | ]
rn« . KIR -~ KIR

ns + {

KIR —

where nj is a constant. Note that the value KIR can be
a mean value of [KIR] KJR. Then, at step 3302, the
mean or blunt value KIR is stored in the backup RAM
106. Similarly, at step 3303, the blunt value [KIL] KIL
of the lean integration amount KIL is calculated by

[ ng TDR + TDR
neg + I ]

nﬁ-m + KfL

T

KIiL

where ng is a constant. Note that the value KIL can be
also a mean value of KIL. Then, at step 3304, the mean
or blunt value KIL is stored in the backup RAM 106.
Thus, if the routine of FIG. 31 is modified by F1G. 33,
the routine of FIG. 21 uses the mean or blunt values
KIR and KIL stored in the backup RAM 106 instead of
the values KIR and KIL stored in the RAM 10S.

According to the routine of FIG. 31 modified by
FIG. 33, when the downstream-side O> sensor 1515 1n a
nonactivation state, i.e., in an abnormal state before the
completion of engine warming up, the feedback control
by the upstream-side O3 sensor 13 1s carried out by using
the mean or blunted integration amounts [KIR and
KILJ KIR and KIL which are determined immediately
after a previous activation state of the downstream-side
O; sensor 15. This is also helpful in avoiding the fluctua-
tion of the controlled air-fuel ratio when the down-
stream-side O3 sensor 15 is in an abnormal state (or in a
nonactivation state).

F1G. 34 is also a modification of the routine of FIG.
31. That is, the flow at step 3121, 3122, 3127, or 3128
proceeds via steps 3401 through 3402 of F1G. 34 to step
3131. Namely, steps 3129 and 3130 of FIG. 31 are also
deleted. At step 3401, the rich integration amount KIR
is stored in the backup RAM 106, and at step 3402, the
lean integration amount KIL is stored in the backup
RAM 106. Thus, if the routine of FIG. 31 1s modified by
F1G. 34, the routine of FIG. 21 uses the values KIR and
KIL stored in the backup RAM 106 instead of the val-
ues KIR and KIL stored in the RAM 105.

According to the routine of FIG. 31 modified by
FIG. 34, the same effect can be obtained in the same
way in the routine of FIG. 31 modified by FIG. 33.

In FIGS. 31, 33, and 34, note that only one of the rich
integration amount KIR and the lean integration
amount KIL can be variable by the output V3 of the
downstream-side O, sensor 15.

FIG. 35 is a routine for calculating a fuel injection
amount TAU executed at every predetermined crank
angle such as 360° CA. At step 3501, a base fuel injec-
tion amount TAUP is calculated by using the intake air
amount data Q and the engine speed data Ne stored in
the RAM 108. This 1s,

TAUP*—-KQ;"NE
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where K is a constant. Then at step 3502, a warming-up
incremental amount FWL 1s calculated from a one-
dimensional map by using the coolant temperature data
THW stored in the RAM 105. Note that the warming-
up incremental amount FWL decreases when the cool-
ant temperature THW increases.

At step 3503, a driving parameter such as the throttie
angle data TA is read out of the RAM 105, and only
when TAZ70°, is a power fuel increment FPOWER
calculated. This power fuel increment FPOWER is
used for increasing the output of the engine during a
high load state.

At step 3504. the intake air amount data Q and the
engine speed Ne are read out of the RAM 1085, and an
overtemperature fuel increment FOTP 1s calculated.
The increment FOTP is used for preventing the catalyst
converter 12, the exhaust pipe 14, and the like from
being overheated.

Then, at step 3505, a final fuel injection amount TAU
is calculated by

TAU—~TAUP.FAF«(l + FWL + FPOWER +-
FOTP+a)+p

where a and 8 are correction factors determined by
other parameters such as the voltage of the battery and
the temperature of the intake air. At step 3506, the final
fue! injection amount TAU is set in the down counter
108, and in addition, the flip-flop 109 is set to initiate the
activation of the fuel injection value 7. Then, this rou-
tine is completed by step 3506. Note that, as explamned
above, when a time period corresponding to the amount
TAU has passed. the flip-flop 109 is reset by the carry-
out signal of the down counter 108 to stop the activa-
tion of the fuel injection valve 7.

FIG. 36 is a modification of the routine of FIG. 33. In
FIG. 36, steps 3601 through 3645, and steps 3616 and
3617 correspond to steps 3501 through 3507, respec-
tively, of FIG. 3§, and steps 3606 through 3616 are
added thereto. That is, at step 3606, it is determined
whether or not the feedback control execution flag FB1
is 1. If FB1="0", i.e., if an open-loop control opera-
tion for the upstream-side O; sensor B is carried out, the
control proceeds directly to step 3616, which sets the
fuel amount TAU in the down counter 108. Otherwise,
the control proceeds to step 3607 which determines
whether the coolant temperature THW = 70° C. 1s satis-
fied. As a result, only if THW Z 70° C., does the control
proceed to stop 3608. At step 3608, it is determined
whether or not the duration for which THW=70" C.
exceeds 60s. That is, a timer counter is cleared when the
determination of step 3607 is negative and is counted up
at predetermined time period when the determination at
step 3607 is positive. As a result, when the value of the
timer counter exceeds 60s, the control proceeds to step
3609, which determines whether or not the feedback
control execution flag FB2 1s "0

Atstep 3609, if FB2="0", i.e., if the downstream-side
O, sensor 15 is considered to be not in an activation
state, the control proceeds to step 3610, which deter-
mines whether or not the engine is in an acceleration
state by determining whether or not the change ATA of
the throttle angle TA is larger than a predetermined
value such as 2°/16 ms. When in an acceleration state,
the control proceeds to steps 3611 through 3613, which
increases the final fuel amount TAU thereby determin-
ing whether or not the downstream-side O sensor 15 1s
actually in an nonactivation state. Such a fuel increment
is carried out five times at most. That is, at step 3611, it
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1s determined whether or not a counter CI 1s not larger
than 5. As a result, only if CI =5, does the control pro-
ceed to step 3612. which counts up the counter CI by 1
and further proceeds to step 3613 which increases the
fuel amount TAU by 109 . Then. the control proceeds
to step 3616. Before the number of such fuel increments
becomes smaller than 5, the air-fuel rauo detected by
the downstream-side O» sensor 15 becomes nich,
thereby setting the feedback control execution flag
FB2, and such a fuel increment operation is suspended.
Contrary to this, even after the number of such fuel
increments is 5, the air-fuel ratio detected by the down-
stream-side Q> sensor 15 does not become rich, the
control proceeds to step 3614 which turns ON the
alarm, which may be different from the alarm 18, and
then proceeds to step 3615 which sets a diagnosis flag
DFL which is stored in the backup RAM 106, thereby
repairing the downstream-side Oz sensor 13. Then, the
control proceeds to step 3616.

Note that the routine of FI1G. 36 1s apphed to an
engine having signal processing circuits of a flow-out
type as shown in F1G. 3A, since the activation/nonacti-
vation state of the downstream-side O; sensor 18 1s
carried out by forcibly enriching the air-fuel ratio.
When the routine of FIG. 36 is applied to an engine
having signal processing circuits of a flow-in type as
shown in FIG. 3B, at step 3613, a fuel decremental
operation is carried out for example by

TAU—TAU %09

According to the routine of FIG. 36. the determina-
tion of an activation/nonactivation state (or normal/ab-
normal state) of the downstream-side O; sensor 13 1s
enhanced, and accordingly. when the downstream-side
O, sensor 15 is in an activation state, the feedback con-
trol by the downstream-side O> sensor 13 1s started
early. Also, the determination of an activation/nonacti-
vation state according to the routine of F1G. 36 can be
carried out whether additional hardware when com-
pared with a system for the determination of an activa-
tion/nonactivation state by reading the resistance value
of the downstream-side Oz sensor 15. Further, the deter-
mination of the activation/nonactivation state accord-
ing to the routine of FIG. 36 can be reliably carried out
as compared with a system for the determination of an
activation/nonactivation state by the coolant tempera-
ture THW.

FI1G. 37 is a2 modification of the routine of FIG. 36.
That is, steps 3701 through 3711 of FIG. 37 are replaced
by steps 3606 through 3615 of FIG. 36, and steps 3701
through 3704 of FIG. 37 correspond to step 3606
through 3609, respectively, of F1G. 36.

At step 3705, it is determined whether or not the
engine is in a fuel enrichment state by determining
whether or not an enrichment coefficient such as FOTP
(or FPOWER) is 0. In this case, the overtemperature
fuel increment FOTP is used. If FOTP=0, the control
proceeds to step 3711 which clears a duration counter
CX, and if FOTP =0, the control proceeds to step 3706
which counts up the duration counter CX by 1. Note
that when the determination is made at step 3701, 3702,
3703, or 3704, the duration counter CX is also cleared
by step 3711.

At step 3707, it is determined whether or not the
value of the duration counter CX exceeds a value «a,
which is determined by the gas transport lag. As a re-
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sult, if CX > a, the control proceeds to step 3708, which
determines whether or not the downstream-side O;
sensor 15 is in an activation state. That 1s, 1n this state,
the downstream-side O3 sensor 15 may be in a nch
air-fuel ratio atmosphere, and accordingly, if the down-
stream-side Oz sensor 15 is normal, the downstream-side
O, sensor 15 is expected to generate a rich signal.
Therefore, at step 3708, it is determined whether or not
the downstream-side O3 sensor 15 generates a nch sig-
nal (V2> Vg)) or a lean signal (V2=VRg2). If Va=Vp;,
this means that the downstream-side O; sensor 15 1s
abnormal, and accordingly, at step 3709, the alarm 1s
turned ON, and at step 3710, the diagnosis flag DFL 1s
set and is stored in the back up RAM 106 for repairing
the downstream-side Oj sensor 13.

Note that the routine of FIG. 36 modified by FIG. 37
is applied to only an engine having signal processing
circuits of a flow-out type as shown in FIG. 34, not to
an engine having signal processing circuits of a flow-1n
type as shown in FIG. 3B, since the determination o
the activation/nonactivation state is carried out by de-
termining whether or not a rich signal during an active
mode is generated therefrom.

According to the routine of FIG. 36 modified by
FIG. 37 [aa diagonosis} @ diagnosis operation 1s not
carried out when no fuel increment request 1S made.
Therefore, the drivability is not deteriorated, in addi-
tion to the effect of the routine of nonmodified F1G. 36.

In FIG. 2, since the upstream-side O; sensor 13 is
provided in the concentration portion of the exhaust
manifold 11, the upstream-side O; sensor 13 1s cooled
only by the open air. Therefore, at a high speed of the
engine, when the upstream-side O3 sensor 13 1s exposed

to an exhaust gas having a high temperature such as :

more than 800° C., the cooling of the upstream-side O

sensor 15 is insufficient. As a result, the deterioration of

the downstream-side O> sensor 15 is enhanced, thereby
creating a large fluctuation in the output thereof.

FIG. 38 is a modification of FIG. 2. In FIG. 38, the
upstream-side O, sensor 13 is provided at a cylinder
head portion 20, and in addition, the flange portion 13a
of the upstream-side O sensor 13 is adhered closely to
the outer wall of the cylinder head portion 20. There-
fore, the upstream-side Oz sensor 13 is cooled directly
by the coolant passing through a water jacket 20a of the
cylinder head portion 20, and simultaneously, the flange
portion 13a of the upstream-side O sensor 13 1s also
cooled by the above-mentioned coolant. As a result, the
heat dissipation of the upstream-side O sensor 13 1s
improved, thereby reducing the temperature thereof.
Note that, as illustrated in F1G. 39, the coolant 1s circu-

lated from a water pump 21 via the waterjack at 8a of

the cylinder block 8, the waterjack at 20a of the cylin-
der head portion 20 (see FIG. 39), a throttie body por-
tion 22, the radiator (not shown), a bypass passage 23,
and a thermostat 24, to the water pump 21.

Generally, the O3 sensors 13 and 18 are of a zirconia
type which requires a reference gas (usually, the open
air). Particularly, when the vehicie is driven near a
river, a swamp, or a pond, the downstream-side O
sensor 15 is subjected to adverse influences from water,
mud, or the like, since this Oz sensor 15 1s located down-
stream of the catalyst converter. In this case, when
water, mud, or the like is mingled with the reference gas
at the downstream-side O sensor 18, the sensor 15 may
be deteriorated thereby generating fluctuation in the
output thereof.
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In view of the foregoing. it is preferable that at least
the downstream-side O; sensor 15§ be of a semiconduc-
tor type which requires no reference gas.

The semiconductor type O3 sensor, which is defined
by reference numeral 15, will be explained with refer-
ence to FIGS. 40 and 41. In FIGS. 40 and 41, reference
numeral 141 designates a semiconductor oxide element
151, which is encapsulated into a bore housing 152 hav-
ing a mounting flange 152a and gas exchange holes
152b. In this case, the heater (not shown) is also encap-
sulated into the housing 152. The semiconductor oxide
element 151 and the heater is fixed by mineral adhesives
153 to the housing 152. The semiconductor oxide ele-
ment 151 including the heater as a detecting portion for
the concentration of oxygen has an output terminal, a
heater terminal, and a ground terminal which are con-
nected to wires 154, 155, and 156, respectively. The
wires 154, 1558, and 156 are penetrated through a ce-
ramic insulator tube 157 and are led out of the housing
152. The wires 154 and 155 may be connected to the
control circuit 10 of FIG. 2, and the wire 185 may be
connected to a grounded object. This kind of semicon-
ductor type O3 sensor is disclosed in Japanese Unexam-
ined Patent Publication (Kokai) No. 55-124057.

The semiconductor type O: sensor also provides a
high degree of freedom in the spacing between the
detection portion (semiconductor oxide element 1351)
and the mounting portion (flange 152a). Therefore, the
semiconductor type O sensor 15 as the downstream-
side O sensor can be provided within the catalyst con-
verter 12, as shown in FIGS. 42, 43, and 44. In this case,
the catalyst converter 12 incorporates single-bed mono-
lithic catalysts. Thus, the end of the O; sensor 13" 1s
located at the center of the catalyst converter 12.

Where the catalyst converter 12 incorporates double-
bed monolithic catalysts, the O: sensor 15 can be
mounted at the center between the first stage mono-
lithic catalysts and the second stage monolithic cata-
lysts, as illustrated in FIG. 45. That 15, the end of the O;
sensor 15’ is located at the center of the catalyst con-

verter 12.

As explained above, when the end of the O; sensor
15’ is located at the center of the catalyst converter 12,
the O; sensor 158’ is activated earlier due to the tempera-
ture of the catalyst converter 12. For example, as shown
in FIG. 46, where the vehicle speed is steadily changed
from 0 km/h to 60 km/h, the increase of the tempera-
ture within the catalyst converter 12 is dependent upon
the location thereof such as “a”, *b”, or “c’, and the
increase of the temperature is most rapid at the center
location indicated by ‘“a’”. Therefore, when the down-
stream-side O3 sensor 15 comprises the semiconductor
type O3 sensor 15’ located at the center of the catalyst
converter 12, the feedback control by this O3 sensor is
started early, thereby stabilizing the controlled air-fuel
ratio.

Note that it is impossible to mount the end of a zirco-
nium type O3 sensor into the center of the catalyst con-
verter 12, since it is necessary to lengthen the detecting
element thereof, which easily generates heat distortion
therein so that this detecting element cannot withstand
the impact of heat such as about 50° C./s, and in addi-
tion, the sealing of this detecting element such as talc
and a Cu packing are not heat-resistant.

As shown in FIG. 47, which shows the output char-

acteristics of an O3 sensor, the upstream-side O; sensor
13 is subjected to a large quantity of unburnt gas such as
HC, CO, or NO,, and, therefore it is impossible to pre-
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cisely detect the stoichiometric air-fuel ratio (x=1). and
the O» sensor 15 (or 15') downstream (or within) the
catalyst converter 12 1s subjected to only a small quan-
tity of unburnt gas such as HC, CO, or NOy, and there-
fore, it 1s possible to precisely detect the stoichiometric
air-fuel ratio (A==1).

Note that all the calculated parameters such as FAF
can be stored in the backup RAM 106, thereby improv-
ing drivability at the re-starting of the engine.

Also, the first air-fuel ratio feedback control by the
upstream-side O3 sensor 13 is carried out at every rela-
tively small time period, such as 4 ms, and the second
air-fuel ratio feedback control by the downstream-side
O, sensor 15 is carried out at every relatively large time
period, such as 1 s. This is because the upstream-side O3
sensor 13 has good response characteristics when com-
pared with the downstream-side O3 sensor 13.

Still further, a Karman vortex sensor, a heat-wire
type flow sensor, and the like can be used instead of the
airflow meter.

Although in the above-mentioned embodiments, a
fuel injection amount is calculated on the basis of the
intake air amount and the engine speed, i1t can be also
calculated on the basis of the intake air pressure and the
engine speed, or the throttle opening and the engine
speed.

Further, the present invention can be also apphed to
a carburetor type-internal combustion engine in which
the air-fuel ratio is controlled by an electric air control
value (EACYV) for adjusting the intake air amount; by
an electric bleed air control valve for adjusting the air
bleed amount supplied to a main passage and a slow
passage; or by adjusting the secondary air amount 1ntro-
duced into the exhaust system. In this case, the base fuel
imjection amount corresponding to TAUP at step 3501
of FIG. 35 or at step 3601 of FIG. 36 is determined by
the carburetor itself, i.e., the intake air negative pressure
and the engine speed, and the air amount corresponding
to TAU at step 3503 of FIG. 35 or at step 3603 of FIG.
36.

Further, a CO sensor, a lean-mixture sensor or the
like can be also used instead of the O3 sensor.

As explained above, according to the present inven-
tion, when the downstream-side O2 sensor 1s 1n an ab-
normal state {(in a nonactivation state), the feedback
control by the downstream-side O; sensor 15 1s sus-
pended, thereby avoiding fluctuation of the controlled
air-fuel rano.

We claim:

1. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having catalyst means for
removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and upstream-
side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors disposed
upstream and downstream, respectively, of said catalyst
means for detecting a concentration of a specific com-
ponent in the exhaust gas, comprising the steps of:

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction

amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
age:;

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage;

LM
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calculating, in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip amounts by
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount
is skipped at a switching of the comparison result of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor, and integra-
tion amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is gradually changed in accor-
dance with the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,;
adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter:;

determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor 1s in a normal state or in an abnormal
state; and

prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed-

back control parameter when said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state
while continuing the calculation of the air-fuel
ratio correction amount.

2. A method as set forth in claim 1, further compris-
ing a step of activating an alarm when said downstiream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state.

3. A method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state determining
step comprises a step of determining whether or not the
output of said downstream-side air-fuel sensor crosses
over a predetermined voltage, thereby deterrmiming that
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 15 in a normal
state after the output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor crosses over said predetermined voltage
and

wherein said predetermined voltage 1s set at an inter-

mediate level between said second reference volt-
age of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
and a nonactive output level thereof; and

wherein said downstream-side air-fuel state determin-

ing step further comprises the steps of

calculating a time duration for which said down-

stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor i1s in an abnormal
state;

determining whether or not the calculated time dura-

tion is longer than a predetermined time duration,
and

changing said predetermined voltage when the calcu-

lated time duration 1s longer than said predeter-
mined time duration.

4. A method as set forth in claim 1, further compris-
ing a step of holding said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter immediately before said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is switched from a normal state to
an abnormal state,

5. A method as set forth in claim 4, wherein said
air-fuel ratio adjusting step adjusts the actual air-fuel
ratio in accordance with said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount and said held air-fuel ratio feedback
control parameter, when said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in an abnormal state.

6. A method as set forth in claim 1, further comprnis-
ing a step of holding said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter at a definite value when said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state.

7. A method as set forth in claim 6, wherein said
air-fuel ratio adjusting step adjusts the actual air-fuel
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ratio in accordance with said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount and said held air-fue} ratio feedback
control parameter, when said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in an abnormal state.

8. A method as set forth in claim 1, further compris- 5
ing a step of forcibly changing the actual air-fuel ratio
when said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is 1n an
abnormal state.

9. A method as set forth in claim 8, further compris-
ing a step of pulling down the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor via a resistor thereby
generating a lean signal during a nonactive mode,

said air-fuel ratio forcible-change step changing the

actual air-fuel ratio on the rich side.

10. A method as set forth in claim 9, further compris-
ing a step of determining whether or not said engine 1s
in an acceleration state,

said air-fuel ratio forcible-change step changing the

actual air-fuel ratio on the rich side, only when said
engine is in an acceleration state.

11. A method as set forth in claim 8, further compris-
ing a step of pulling up the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor via a resistor thereby generat-
ing a rich signal during a nonactive mode,

said air-fuel ratio forcible-change step changing the

actual air-fuel ratio on the lean side.

12. A method as set forth in claim 1, further compris-
ing the steps of:

pulling down the output of said downstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor via a resistor;

determining whether or not a fuel enrichment state of

said engine continues for a predetermined time
period;
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state [pre-
determining ] determining step comprising a step of 33
determining whether or not the output of sad
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor indicates a
lean signal, thereby determining that said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state when the output of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor indicates a lean signal.
'13. A method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
air-fuel correction amount calculating step comprises
the steps of:
gradually decreasing said air-fuel ratio correction
amoun! when the output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is on the nich side with respect
to said first predetermined reference voltage;

gradually increasing said air-fuel ratio correction
amount when the output of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is on the lean side with respect
to said first predetermined reference voltage;

remarkably decreasing said air-fuel ratio correction
amount when the output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is switched from the lean side
to the rich side; and

remarkably increasing said air-fuel ratio correction

amount when the output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is switched from the rich side
to the lean side.

14. A method as set forth in claim 1, further compris-
ing a step of delaying the result of the comparison of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor with said first
predetermined reference voltage.

15. A method as set forth in claim 1, further compris- 65
ing a step of delaying the result of the companson of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor with said
second predetermined reference voltage.
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16. A method as set forth in claim 14, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter is determtned
by a rich delay time period in said delaying step for
delaying the result of the comparison of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor switched from the lean side to
the rich side and a lean delay time period in said delay-
ing step for delaying the result of the comparison of said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor switched from the
rich side to the lean side.

17. A method as set forth in claim 16, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
step comprises the steps of:

increasing said lean delay time period when the out-

put of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s
on the rich side with respect to said second prede-
termined reference voltage; and

decreasing said lean delay time period when the out-

put of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s
on the lean side with respect to said second prede-
termined reference voltage.

18. A method as set forth in claim 16, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
step comprises the steps of:

decreasing said rich delay time period when the out-

put of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s
on the rich side with respect to said second prede-
termined reference voltage; and

increasing said rich delay time period when the out-

put of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is
on the lean side with respect to said second prede-
termined reference voltage.

19. A method as set forth in claim 16, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
step comprises the steps of:

increasing said lean delay time period and decreasing

said rich delay time period when the output of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the rich
side with respect to said second predetermined
reference voltage; and

decreasing said lean delay time period and increasing

said rich delay time period when the output of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s on the lean
side with respect to said second predetermined
reference voltage.

20. A method as set forth in claim 13, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter is determined
by a lean skip amount in said remarkable-decrease step
and a rich skip amount in said remarkable-increase step.

21. A method as set forth in claim 20, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
step comprises the steps of:

increasing said lean skip amount when the output of

said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor s on the
rich side with respect to said second predetermined
reference voltage; and

decreasing said lean skip amount when the output of

said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the
lean side with respect to said second predetermined
reference voltage.

22. A method as set forth in claim 20, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
step comprises the steps of:

decreasing said rich skip amount when the output of

said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the
rich side with respect to said second predetermined
reference voltage; and

increasing said rich skip amount when the output of

said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the
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lean side with respect to said second predetermined
value.

23. A method as set forth in claim 20, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
step comprises the steps of: 3

increasing said lean skip amount and decreasing satd

rich skip amount when the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the rich side
with respect to said second predetermined refer-
ence voltage; and

decreasing said lean skip amount and increasing said

rich skip amount when the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s on the lean side
with respect to said second predetermined value.
24. A method as set forth in claim 20, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter is determined
by the decreasing speed of said gradual-decrease step
and the increasing speed of said gradual-increase step.
25. A method as set forth in claim 24, wherein said ,,
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter caiculating
step comprises the steps of:
increasing the decreasing speed of said gradual-
decrease step when the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the rich side with ¢
respect to said second predetermined reference
voltage; and
decreasing the decreasing speed of said gradual-
decrease step when the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the lean side with 3Q
respect to said second predetermined reference
voltage.
26. A method as set forth in claim 24, wherein sad
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
step comprises the steps of: 35
decreasing the increasing speed of said gradual-
increase step when the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the rich side with
respect to said second predetermined reference
voltage: and 40

increasing the increasing speed of said gradual-
increase step when the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the lean side with
respect to said second predetermined reference
voltage.
27. A method as set forth in claim 24, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculatng
step comprises the steps of:
increasing the decreasing speed of said gradual-
decrease step and decreasing the increasing speed
of said gradual-increase step when the output of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the
rich side with respect to said second predetermined
reference voltage; and 55

decreasing the decreasing speed of said gradual-
decrease step and increasing the increasing speed
of said gradual-increase step when the output of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the
lean side with respect to said second predetermined g
reference voltage.

28. A method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor i1s mounted on a wa-
ter-cooled cylinder head portion of said engine.

29. A method as set forth in claim 1, wherein said 65
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is of a semicon-
ductor type which is mounted within a catalyst con-
verter on a downstream-side of said catalyst means.
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30. A method as set forth in claim 29. wherein said
semiconductor type air-fuel ratio sensor 1s mounted tn
the center of said catalyst converter.

31. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants 1n an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprnising the
steps of:

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction

amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with said first predetermined reference voli-
age;

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage:
calculating, in accordance with the comparison resuit
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor i1s delayed, skip amounts by
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount is skipped at a switching of the comparison
result of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
and integration amounts by which said air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount is gradually
changed in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side atr-fuel rano
$ensor;
adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel rauio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter;

determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal
state; and
prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed-
back control parameter when said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state;

wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
state determining step determines a normal or ab-
normal state of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor by a relationship between the output of said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor and the output of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor.
32. A method as set forth in claim 31, wherein said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor having a flow-out
type signal processing circuit, said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor state determining step comprises the
steps of:
determining whether or not said upstream-side air-
fuel ratio is rich in accordance with the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;

determining whether or not said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a lean signal;

counting a duration for which said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a lean signal when said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio 1s rich; and

determining whether or not the duration 1s longer
than a predetermined term,



Re. 33,942

41

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the
duration is longer than said predetermined term.

33. A method as set forth in claim 32, further com-
prising a step of releasing the operation of said prohibit-
ing step when the output of said downstream-side atr-
fuel ratio sensor indicates a rich signal during an active
mode.

34. A method as set forth in claim 32, wheremn said
determining step for determining whether said up-
stream-side air-fuel ratio is rich comprises the steps of
calculating an average value or blunt value of the out-
put of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

determining whether or not the average value or

blunt value of the output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is larger than a predetermined
value,
thereby determining a rich signal during an active
mode for said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
when the average value or blunt value of the out-
put of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is
larger than said predetermined value.
35. A method as set forth in claim 31, wherein said
downstream-side air-fuel sensor having a flow-in type sig-
nal processing circuit, said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor state determining step comprises the steps of:
determining whether or not said upstream-side air-
fuel ratio is [rich] flean in accordance with the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;

determining whether or not said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean] rich signal;

counting a duration for which said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean] rich signal
when said upstream-side air-fuel ratio is [rich]
lean; and

determining whether or not said duration is longer

than a predetermined term,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-

fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when said
duration is longer than said predetermined term.

36. A method as set forth in claim 35, further com-
prising a step of releasing the operation of satd prohibit-
ing step when the output of said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor indicates a lean signal during an active
mode.

37. A method as set forth in claim 3§, wherein said
determining step for determining whether said up-
stream-side air-fuel ratio is lean comprises the steps of
calculating an average value or blunt value of the out-
put of said upstream-side air-fue] ratio sensor; and

determining whether or not the average value or

blunt value of the output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller than a predetermined
value,

thereby determining a lean signal during an active

mode for said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
when the average value or blunt value of the out-
put of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is
smaller than said predetermined value.

38. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
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disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of 65

said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising the
steps of:

42

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction

amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel rato
sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
age,

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage;
calculating, in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip amounts by
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount is skipped at a switching of the comparison
result of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
and integration amounts by which said air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount is gradually
changed in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel rauo
SENnSOT;

adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter;

determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal
state; and
prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed-
back control parameter when said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state;

wherein saild downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
state determining step comprises the steps of:

determining whether or not the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is reversed;

counting the number of reversals of the output of said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor after each rever-
sal of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor; and
determining whether or not the number of reversals
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor is larger than a predetermined value,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the
number of reversals of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is larger than said prede-
termined value.

39. A method as set forth in claim 38, wherein said
predetermined value is dependent upon the speed of
said engine.

40. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, [com-
prisingg} said downstream side air-fuel ratio sensor hav-
ing a flow-out type signal processing circuil, the method
comprising:

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage,;

calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction

amount in accordance with the comparison result
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of the output of said upsiream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
age;

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference 5
voltage;

44

stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, said down-
stream side air-fue! ratio sensor having a flow-out type
signal processing circuil, the method comprising the steps
of:

calculating, in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a first predeiermined reference

parameter of delay time periods for which the 10 voltage;
comparison result of the output of said upstream- calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction
side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip amounts by amount in accordance with the comparison result
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
amount is skipped at a switching of the companson sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
result of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor, 15 age;
and integration amounts by which said air-fuel comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount is gradually ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
changed in accordance with the comparison result voltage;
of the output of said upstream-side air-fue] ratio calculating, in accordance with the comparison result
Sensor; 20 of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and parameter of delay time periods for which the
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter; comparison result of the output of said upstream-
determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayved. skip amounts by
ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal 25 which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
state; and amount 1s skipped at a switching of the companison
prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed- result of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
back control parameter when said downstream- and integration amounts by which said air-fuel
side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state; ratio feedback correction amount is gradually
wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 30 changed in accordance with the comparison result
state determining step determines a normal or ab- of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
normal state of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio Sensor;
sensor by a relationship between the output of said adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor and the output of said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor: and 35 said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter;
wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel
state determining step comprises the steps of: ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal
determining whether or not said upstream-side atr- state; and
fuel ratio is rich in accordance with the output of prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed-
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; 40 back control parameter when said downstream-
determining whether or not said downstream-side side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state;
air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a lean signal; counting wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
a duration for which said downstream-side air-fuel state determining step determines a normal or ab-
ratio sensor outputs a lean signal when said up- normal state of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
stream-side air-fuel ratio 1s rich; and 45 sensor by a relationship between the output of said
determining whether or not the duration 1s longer upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor and the output of
than a predetermined term, said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and
thereby determining that said downstream-side air- wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the state determining step comprises the steps of:
duration is longer than said predetermined term; 50  determining whether or not said upstream-side air-
wherein said determining step for determining fuel ratio is rich in accordance with the output of
whether said upstream-side air-fuel] ratio is nch said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;
comprises the steps of calculating an average value determining whether or not said downstream-side
or blunt value of maximum values of the output of air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a lean signal;
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and 55 counting a duration for which said downstream-side
determining whether or not the average value or air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a lean signal when said
blunt value of maximum values of the output of upstream-side air-fuel ratio i1s rich; and
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor i1s larger determining whether or not the duration 1s longer
than a predetermined value, than a predetermined term,
thereby determining a rich signal during an active 60  thereby determining that said downstream-side air-
mode for said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor, fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the
when the average value or the blunt value of maxi- duration is longer than said predetermined term,;
mum values of the output of said upstream-side wherein said determining step for determining
air-fuel ratio sensor is larger than said predeter- whether said upstream-side air-fuel ratio 1s rich
mined value. 65 comprises the steps of calculating an average value

41. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio 1n an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-

or blunt value of duty ratios of a rich signal in the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;
and
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determining whether or not the average value or
blunt value of duty ratios of a rich signal in the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s
smaller than a predetermined value,
thereby determining a rich signal during an active 3
mode for said upstream-side air-fuel rati0 sensor,
when the average value or the blunt value of duty
ratios of a rich signal in the output of said up-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller than said
predetermined value. 10
42. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of 15
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, said down-
stream side air-fuel ratio sensor having a flow-out type
signal processing circuit, the method comprising the steps
of:
comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage;

20

46

counting a duration for which said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a lean signal when said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio 1s rich; and

determining whether or not the duration 1s longer
than a predetermined term,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the
duration is longer than said predetermined term;

wherein said determining step for determining
whether said downstream-side air-fuel ratio is lean
comprises the steps of calculating an average value
or blunt value of the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

determining whether or not the average value or
blunt value of the output of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller than a predetermined
value,

thereby determining a lean signal for said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor, when the average
value or the blunt value of the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller than said
predetermined value.

43. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an

calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
age,

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference

25
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internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor having a flow-in type sig-
nal processing circuil, the method comprising the steps of:

voltage;

calculating, in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control 44
parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip amounts by
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount is skipped at a switching of the comparnson 4,
result of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
and integration amounts by which said air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount is gradually
changed in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio 45
SENSOr;

adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter;

determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel sg
ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal
state; and

prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed-
back control parameter when said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state; 3

wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
state determining step determines a normal or ab-
normal state of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor by a relationship between the output of said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor and the output of 60
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
state determining step comprises the steps of:

determining whether or not said upstream-side air-
fuel ratio is rich in accordance with the output of 65
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;

determining whether or not said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a lean signal;

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel rauo
sensor with said first predetermined reference volt--
age:

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating, in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip amounts by
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount is skipped at a switching of the comparison
result of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
and integration amounts by which said air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount is gradually
changed in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
SEnsor;

adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter;

determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal
state; and

prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed-
back control parameter when said downstream-
side air-fue] ratio sensor is in an abnormal state;

wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
state determining step determines a normal or ab-
normal state of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
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sensor by a relationship between the output of said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor and the output of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and
wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
state determining step comprises the steps of:
determining whether or not said upstream-side air-
fuel ratio is [rich} /ean in accordance with the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;
determining whether or not said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean] rich signal; 1V
counting a duration for which said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean] rich signal
when said upstream-side air-fuel ratio is [rich]
{ean; and

determining whether or not the duration 1s longer

than a predetermined term,
thereby determining that said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the
duration is longer than said predetermined term;

wherein said determining step for determining
whether said upstream-side air-fuel ratio 1s lean
comprises the steps of:

calculating an average value or a blunt value of min-

mum values of the output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor; and
determining whether or not the average value or
blunt value of minimum values of the output of said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s smaller than a
predetermined value, 30

thereby determining a lean signal during an active
mode for said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
when the average value or blunt value of minimum
values of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is smaller than said predetermined 4
value.

44. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors 4,
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor having a flow-in type sig-
nal processing circuit, the method comprising the steps of: 45

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating an air-fue] ratio feedback correction

amount in accordance with the comparison result s
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
age;

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference 55
voltage;

calculating, in accordance with the comparison result

of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
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of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
SENSOT.

adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter:

determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal
state; and

prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed-
back control parameter when said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state;

wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
state determining step determines a normal or ab-
normal state of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor by a relationship between the output of said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor and the output of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
state determining step comprises the steps of:

determining whether or not said upstream-side air-
fuel ratio is [rich} /ean in accordance with the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor:

determining whether or not said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean] rich signal;

counting a duration for which said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean] rich signal
when said upstream-side air-fuel ratio is [rich]
lean,; and

determining whether or not the duration is longer
than a predetermined term,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the
duration is longer than said predetermined term;

‘wherein said determining step for determining

whether said upstream-side air-fuel ratio 1s lean
comprises the steps of: |

calculating an average value or blunt value of duty
ratios of a lean signal in the output of said up-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

determining whether or not the average value or
blunt value of duty ratios of a lean signal in the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s
smaller than a predetermined value.

thereby determining a lean signal during an active
mode for said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
when the average value or blunt value of duty
ratios of a lean signal in the output of said up-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor s smaller than said
predetermined value.

45. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an

internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, the downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor having a flow-in type signal pro-

parameter of delay time periods for which the 60 cessing circuit, the method comprising the steps of:

comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip amounts by
which said air-fue]l ratio feedback correction
amount is skipped at a switching of the comparison
result of said upstream-side air-fue] ratio sensor, 65
and integration amounts by which said air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount i1s gradualiy
changed in accordance with the comparison result

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount in accordance with the companson result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
age;
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said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising the
steps of:

49

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating, in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip amounts by

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel rauo

which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction 10 sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
amount is skipped at a switching of the comparison age;

1'3511]1. of Sa-l‘fl upstream-side alr-fpel rano sensor, comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel
3“":1 integration amounts by which _Sald air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
ratio feedback correction amount is gradually voltage:

changed in accordance with the comparison result 15 caculating, in accordance with the comparison result

of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
SEeNnsor;

adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and

of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-

q fmd gu:-fue] ?tiﬁ feedl?;cg cc:nt:ol pargglete_r 5’ fuel 20 side air-fuel ratio sensor i1s delayed, skip amounts by
€ eztzﬁcmnmg whether sal ID? ?S ream-sl ebalr- uel which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
;?a:e- s:;:dsor 15 in a normal state or in an abnorma amount is skipped at a switching of the comparison
o , o . result of said upstream-side air-fuel rato sensor,
prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed- . . ‘ ..
_ and integration amounts by which said air-fuel
back control parameter when said downstream- 25 . N .
. . . L ratio feedback correction amount is gradually
side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s in an abnormal state; J. . .
: . . . . changed in accordance with the comparison result
wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor of the outout of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
state determining step determines a normal or ab- Csor- P P
normal state of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio d§e ts_or, the actual air-fuel ratio i 3 b
sensor by a relationship between the output of said 30 adjusting the actual air-fuel ralio in atcorcance wi

upstream-side air-fue] ratio sensor and the output of

said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and
wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor

state determining step comprises the steps of:

said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter,

determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal
state; and

determining whether or not said upstream-side air- 35 e . o |
fuel ratio is [rich} Jean in accordance with the prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed-
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; back control parameter ‘when said downstream-
determining whether or not said downstream-side side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s in an abnormal state;
air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean] rich signal; wherein said downstream-side, atr-fuel ratio sensor
counting a duration for which said downstream-side 40 State t_:letenmnmg_step comprises the steps of:
air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean] rich signal calculatmg_ an gmpl:tude _Of the output of said down-
when said upstream-side air-fuel ratio is [rich]} stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; |
lean: and determining whether or not the amplitude of the
determining whether or not the duration is longer output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
than a predetermined term, 45 is larger than a predetermined amphtude;
thereby determining that said downstream-side air- calculatmg a penod of.the output of said down-
fuel ratio sensor 1s in an abnormal state when the Stfﬁmjﬂdﬂ air-fuel ratio sensor; apd
duration is longer than said predetermined term; determlmng whether or not th_e period C{'f the output
wherein said determining step for determining of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s
whether said downstream-side air-fuel ratio is rich 50 smaller than a predetermined period, -
comprises the steps of: thereby determining that said downstream-side air-
calculating an average value or blunt value of the fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state, when the
output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen- amplitude of the output of said dowgstrum-mde
sor; and air-fuel ratio sensor is larger than said predeter-
determining whether or not the average value or 55 mined amplitude, and the period of the output of

blunt value of the output of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is [longer]} /arger than a pre-
determined value,

said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller
than said predetermined period.
47. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio tn an

internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising the
steps of:
comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage;

thereby determining a rich signal for said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor, when the average 60
value or blunt value of the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is larger than said
predetermined value.

46. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter 635
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
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calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
age:

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating, in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor i1s delayed, skip amounts by
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount is skipped at a switching of the comparison
result of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
and integration amounts by which said air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount is gradually
changed in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
SEensor;

adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter:

determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal
state; and

prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed-
back control parameter when said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s in an abnormal state;

wherein said downstream side air-fuel ratio sensor
state determining step comprises the steps of:

calculating an amplitude of the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;

determining whether or not the amplitude of the
output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
is larger than a predetermined amphitude;

calculating a period of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor;

calculating a peniod of the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor:

calculating the ratio of the period of the output of

said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor to the per-
10d of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor; and

determining whether the calculated ratio s larger

than a predetermined ratio,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-

fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state, when the
amplitude of the output of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is larger than said predeter-
mined amplitude, and the calculated ratio is larger
than said predetermined ratio.

48. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors

disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
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said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of 60

a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising the
steps of:
comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage:
calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio

65

52

sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
age:

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage:;
calculating. in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip amounts by
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount is skipped at a switching of the comparison
result of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
and integration amounts by which said air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount 15 gradually
changed in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
SENnSsOr;

adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fue} ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter;

determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal
state; and

prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed-

back control parameter when said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state;
wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
state determining step comprises the sitep of:
calculating a minimum level of the output of said
downstream-side air fuel ratio sensor during a pre-
determined time period;
calculating a maximum leve! of the output of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor during said
predetermined time period;

calculating a difference between the maximum and

minimum levels of the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor during said predetermined
time period; and

determining whether or not said difference 1s larger

than a predetermined value;

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-

fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state, when said
difference is larger than said predetermined value.

49. A method as set forth in claim 48, wherein said
predetermined time period is dependent upon the load
of said engine.

50. A method as set forth in claim 48, wherein said
predetermined value is dependent upon the load of said
engine.

51. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising the
steps of:

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction

amount in accordance with the comparison result
in the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
age.
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comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage;
calculating, in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s delayed, skip amounts by
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount is skipped at a switching of the comparison
result of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
and integration amounts by which said air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount is gradually
changed in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
SEeNnsor;

determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal
state;
prohibiting the calculating of said air-fuel ratio feed-
back control parameter when said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state;

calculating an average value or blunt value of said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter when said
downstream-side air-fue] ratio sensor is in a normal
state;

holding the average value of blunt value of said air-

fuel ratio feedback control parameter when said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s in an abnor-
mal state; and

adjusting an actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with

said air-fuel ratio feed back correction amount and
said calculated air-fuel ratio feedback control pa-
rameter when said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor is in a normal state, or in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said held average or blunt value as said air-fuel
ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is an abnormal
state.

§2. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio 1n an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensors disposed upstream and
downstream, respectively, of said catalyst converter for
detecting a concentration of a specific component in the
exhaust gas, comprising the steps of:

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction

amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
age;

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating, in accordance with the comparison result

of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor i1s delayed, skip amounts by
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount is skipped at a switching of the comparison
result of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
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and integration amounts by which said air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount 1s gradually
changed in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
Sensor;

adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter.

determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal
state; and

prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed-
back control parameter when said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state;

renewing an average value or blunt value of said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter when said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal
state;

holding the average value or blunt value of said air-
fuel ratio feedback control parameter when said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnor-
mal state; and

further comprising a step of determining whether or
not a vehicle speed 1s within a predetermined
range,

said renewing step renewing said average value or
blunt value of said air-fuel] ratio feedback control
parameter only when the vehicle speed s within
said predetermined range.

53. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an

internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising the
steps of:

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
age;

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating, in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said downstream-side atr-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip amounts by
which said air-fuel feedback correction amount 1s
skipped at a switching of the comparison result of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor, and integra-
tion amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is gradually changed in accor-
dance with the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;

adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter;

determining whether said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal

state; and
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prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feed-
back control parameter when said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state;

forcibly changing the actual air-fuel ratio when said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s in an abnor-
mal state;

pulling down the output of said downstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor via a resistor thereby generat-
ing a lean signal during a nonactive mode,

said air-fue] ratio forcible-change step changing the

actual air-fuel ratio on the rich side;

further comprising a step of determining whether or

not a predetermined time period has passed after a
coolant temperature of said engine becomes higher
than a predetermined temperature,

said air-fuel ratio forcible-change step changing the

actual air-fuel ratio on the rich side, only when said
predetermined time period has passed.

§54. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio 1n an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising the
steps of:

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a first predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction

amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
age;

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage:
calculating, in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip amounts by
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount it skipped at a switching of the comparison
result of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
and integration amounts by which said air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount is gradually
changed in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upsiream-side air-fuel ratio
Sensor;

adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter; de-
termining whether said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an abnormal
state: and
prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel] ratio feed-
back control parameter when said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state;

forcibly changing the actual air-fuel ratio when said
downstream-side air-fuel sensor is in an abnormal
state;

pulling up the output of said downstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor via a resistor thereby generating a rich
signal during a nonactive mode,

said air-fuel ratio forcible-change step changing the

actual air-fuel ratio on the lean side;

L

10

15

20

25

30

35

45

50

53

635

56

further comprising a step of determining whether or
not a predetermined time period has passed after
the coolant temperature of said engine becomes
higher then a predetermined temperature,

said air-fuel ratio forcible-changing step changing the

actual air-fuel ratio on the rich side, only when said
predetermined time period has passed.

§5. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
interval combustion engine having catalyst means for
removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and upstream-
side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors disposed
upstream and downstream, respectively, of said catalyst
means for detecting a concentration of a specific com-
ponent in the exhaust gas, comprising:

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage;

means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback cor-

rection amount in accordance with a comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
radio sensor with said first predetermined refer-
ence voltage;

means for comparing the output of said downstream-

side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voltage:
means for calculating, in accordance with the com-
parison result of the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fue] ratio
feedback control parameter of delay time periods
for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed,
skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount 1s gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
SENnsor;

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio 1n accor-
dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter;

means for determining whether said downstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel

ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state while continuing the calculation [fo] of the
air-fuel ratio correction amount.

56. An apparatus as set forth in claim 55, further
comprising means for activating an alarm when said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state.

57. An apparatus as set forth in claim 55, wherein said
downstream-side air fuel sensor state determining
means comprises means for determining whether or not
the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
crosses over a predetermined voltage, thereby deter-
mining whether said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor is in a normal state after the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor crosses over said prede-
termined voltage;

wherein said predetermined voltage is set at an inter-

mediate level between said second reference volt-
age of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
and a nonactive output level thereof; and
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wherein said downstream side air-fuel ratio state de-

termining means further comprises:

means for calculating a time duration when said

downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s in an abnor-
mal state; |

means for determining whether or not the calculated

time duration is Jonger than a predetermined time
duration; and

means for changing said predetermined voltage when

the calculated time is longer than said predeter-
mined time duration.

58. An apparatus as set forth in claim 55, further
comprising means for holding said air-fuel ratio feed-
back control parameter immediately before said down-
streamn-side air-fuel ratio sensor is switched from a nor-
mal state to an abnormal state.

59. An apparatus as set forth in claim 58, wherein said
air-fuel ratio adjusting means adjusts the actual air-fuel
ratio in accordance with said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount and said held air-fuel ratio feedback
control parameter, when said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor 1is in an abnormal state.

60. An apparatus as set forth in claim 5§, further
comprising means for holding said air-fuel ratio feed-
back control parameter at a definite value when said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state.

61. An apparatus as set forth in claim 60, wherein said
air-fuel ratio adjusting means adjusts the actual air-fuel
ratio in accordance with said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount and said held air-fuel ratio feedback
contro] parameter, when said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is in an abnormal state.

62. An apparatus as set forth in claim 8§, further
comprising means for forcibly changing the actual air-
fuel ratio when said downstream-side atir-fuel ratio sen-
sor is in an abnormal state.

63. An apparatus as set forth in claim 62, further
comprising means for pulling down the output of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor via a resistor
thereby generating a lean signal during a nonactive
mode,

said air-fuel ratio forcible-change means changing the

actual air-fuel ratio on the rich side.

64. An apparatus as set forth in claim 63, further
comprising means for determining whether or not said
engine 1s in an acceleration state,

said air-fuel ratio forcible-change means changing the

actual air-fuel ratio on the rich side, only when said
engine is in an acceleration state.
65. An apparatus as set forth in claim 62, further
comprising means for pulling up the output of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor via a resistor
thereby generating a rich signal during a nonactive
mode, said air-fuel ratio forcible-change means chang-
ing the actual air-fuel ratio on the lean side.
66. An apparatus as set forth in claim 55, further
comprising:
means for pulling down the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor via a resistor;

means for determining whether or not a fuel enrich-
ment state of said engine continues for a predeter-
mined time peniod; |

said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state deter-

mining means comprising means for determining
whether or not the output of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor indicates a lean signal, thereby
determining that said downstream-side air-fuel
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ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the output
of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor indi-
cates a lean signal.

67. An apparatus as set forth in claim 85, wherein said
air-fuel correction amount calculating means comprises:

means for gradually decreasing said air-fuel ratio

correction amount when the output of said up-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the rich side
with respect to said first predetermined reference
voltage:;

. means for gradually increasing said air-fuel ratio cor-
rection amount when the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor i1s on the lean side
with respect to said first predetermined reference
voltage;

means for remarkably decreasing said air-fuel ratio

correction amount when the output of said up-
steam-side air-fuel ratio sensor is switched from the
lean side to the rich side; and

means for remarkably increasing said air-fuel ratio

correction amount when the output of said up-
streamn-side air-fuel ratio sensor is switched from
the rich side to the lean side.

68. An apparatus as set forth in claim 55, further
comprising means for delaying the result of the compar-
ison of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor with said
first predetermined reference voltage.

69. An apparatus as set forth in claim 5§, further
comprising means for delaying the result of the compar-
ison of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor with
said second predetermined reference voltage.

70. An apparatus as set forth in claim 68, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter 1s determined
by a rich delay time period in said delaying means for
delaying the result of the comparison of said upsteam-
side air-fuel ratio sensor switched from the lean side to
the rich side and a lean delay time period in said delay-
ing means for delaying the result of the comparison of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor switched from
the rich side to the lean side.

71. An apparatus as set forth in claim 70, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
means comprises:

means for increasing said lean delay time period when

the output of said downstream-side air-fuel rato
sensor is on the rich side with respect to said sec-
ond predetermined reference voltage; and

means for decreasing said lean delay time period

when the output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is on the lean side with respect to said
second predetermined reference voltage.
72. An apparatus as set forth in claim 70, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
means CoOmprises:
means for decreasing said rich delay time period
when the output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is on the rich side with respect to said
second predetermined reference voltage; and

means for increasing said rich delay time period when
the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor is on the lean side with respect to said sec-
ond predetermined reference voltage.

73. An apparatus as set forth in claim 70, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
means COmprises:

means for increasing said lean delay time peniod and

decreasing said rich delay time penod when the
output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
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is on the rich side with respect to said second pre-
determined reference voltage: and

means for decreasing said lean delay time period and

increasing said rich delay time period when the
output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 5
is on the lean side with respect to said second pre-
determined reference voltage.

74. An apparatus as set forth in claim 67, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter is determined
by a lean skip amount in said remarkable-decrease
means and a rich skip amount in said remarkable-
INCrease means.

75. An apparatus as set forth in claim 74, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
means COmprises:

means for increasing said lean skip amount when the

output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
is on the rich side with respect to said second pre-
determined reference voltage; and

means for decreasing said lean skip amount when the

output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
is on the lean side with respect to said second pre-
determined reference voltage.

76. An apparatus as set forth in claim 74, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
means comprises:

means for decreasing said rich skip amount when the

output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
is on the rich side with respect to said second pre-
determined reference voltage; and

means for increasing said rich skip amount when the

output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
is on the lean side with respect to said second pre-
determined voltage.

77. An apparatus as set forth in claim 74, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
means Comprises:

means for increasing said lean skip amount and de-

creasing said rich skip amount when the output of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s on the 40
rich side with respect to said second predetermined
reference voltage; and

means for decreasing said lean skip amount and In-

creasing said rich skip amount when the output of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the 45
lean side with respect to said second predetermined
voltage.

78. An apparatus as set forth in claim 74, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter i1s determined
by the decreasing speed of said gradually-decreasing
means and the increasing speed of said gradually-
INCreasing means.

79. An apparatus as set forth in claim 78, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
means COmprises:

means for increasing the decreasing speed of said

gradually-decreasing means when the output of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the
rich side with respect to said second predetermined
reference voltage; and

means for decreasing the decreasing speed of said

gradually-decreasing means when the output of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the
lean side with respect to said second predetermined
reference voltage.

80. An apparatus as set forth in claim 78, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
means cComprises:
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means for decreasing the increasing speed of said
gradual-increase means when the output of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the nich
side with respect to said second predetermined
reference voltage; and

means for increasing the increasing speed of said

gradual-increase means when the output of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is on the lean
side with respect to said second predetermined
reference voltage.

81. An apparatus as set forth in claim 78, wherein said
air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter calculating
means comprises:

means for increasing the decreasing speed of said

gradual-decrease means and decreasing the increas-
ing speed of said gradual-increase means when the
output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
is on the rich side with respect to said second pre-
determined reference voltage; and

means for decreasing the decreasing speed of said

gradual-decrease means and increasing the increas-

ing speed of said gradual-increase means when the

output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor

is on the lean side with respect to said second pre-
~ determined reference voltage.

82. An apparatus as set forth in claim 55, wherein said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is mounted on a wa-
ter-cooled cvlinder head portion of said engine.

83. An apparatus as set forth in claim §5, wherein said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is of a semi-con-
ductor type which is mounted within a catalyst con-
verter on a downstream-side of said catalyst means.

84. An apparatus as set forth in claim 83, wherein said
semiconductor type air-fuel ratio sensor 1s mounted 1n
the center of said catalyst converter.

85. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising:

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage;

means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback cor-

rection amount in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage; means for comparing an output of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second
predetermined reference voltage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the com-

parison result of the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel rato
feedback control parameter of delay time periods
for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed,
skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount i1s gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio Sensor; |
means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accor-
dance with said air-fue] ratio feedback correction
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amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter; |

means for determining whether said downstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel

ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state;
wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
state determining means determines a normal or
abnormal state of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor by a relationship between the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor and the
output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
SOT.
86. An apparatus as set forth in claim 85, wherein said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor having a flow-out
type signal processing circuit, and said means for deter-
mining said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state
COMPTrIses:
means for determining whether or not said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio is rich in accordance with the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;

means for determining whether or not said down-
stream-side air-fue] ratio sensor outputs a lean sig-
nal;

means for counting a duration for which said down-

stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a lean sig-
nal when said upstream-side air-fuel ratio is rich;
and

means for determining whether or not the duration is

longer than a predetermined term,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-

fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the
duration is longer than said predetermined term.

87. An apparatus as set forth in claim 86, further
comprising means for releasing the operation of said
prohibiting means when the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor indicates a rich signal during an
active mode.

88. An apparatus as set forth in claim 86, wherein said
means for determining whether said upstream-side air-
fuel ratio is rich comprises:

means for calculating an average value or blunt value

of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor; and

means for determining whether or not the average

value or blunt value of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is larger than a predeter-
mined value.

thereby determining a rich signal during an active

mode for said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
when the average value or blunt value of the out-
put of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s
larger than said predetermined value.

89. An apparatus as set forth in claim 8§,

wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor hav-

ing a flow-in type signal processing circuit, and said
means for determining said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor state comprises:
means for determining whether or not said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio is [rich] Jean in accordance with
the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
SOT;

means for determining whether or not said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean]
rich signal;
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means for counting a duration for which said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean]
rich signal when said upstream-side air-fuel ratio s
[rich} lean; and

means for determining whether or not said duration 1s

longer than a predetermined term,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-

fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when said
duration is longer than said predetermined term.

90. An apparatus as set forth in claim 89. further
comprising means for releasing the operation of said
prohibiting means when the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor indicates a lean signal during an
active mode.

91. An apparatus as set forth in claim 89, wherein said
means for determining whether said upstream side air-
fuel ratio is lean comprises;

means for calculating an average value or blunt value

of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor; and

means for determining whether or not the average

value or blunt value of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller than a predeter-
mined value,

thereby determining a lean signal during an active

mode for said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
when the average value or blunt value of the out-
put of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor Is
smaller than said predetermined value.

92 An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising:

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage;

means for calculating an air-fue] ratio feedback cor-

rection amount in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage;

means for comparing an output of said downstream-

side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voltage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the com-

parison result of the output of saild downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio
feedback control parameter of delay time periods
for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed,
skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount is gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio Sensor;

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio 1n accor-

dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameitcr,

means for determining whether said downstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an

abnormal state; and
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means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel
ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state;

wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 5

state determining means COMPrises:

means for determining whether or not the output of

said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s re-
versed;

means for counting the number of reversals of the 10

output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
after each reversal of the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

means for determining whether or not the number of

reversals of the output of said upstream-side air- 15
fuel ratio sensor is larger than a predetermined
value,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-

fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the
number of reversals of the output of said upstream- 20
side air-fuel ratio sensor is larger than said prede-
termined value.

93. An apparatus as set forth in claim 92, wherein said
predetermined value is dependent upon the speed of
said engine. 25

94. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of 30
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor having a flow-out type
signal processing circuit, the apparatus COmMprising:

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side 35

air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage;
means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback cor-
rection amount 1in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel 40
ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage;
means for comparing an output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voltage: 45

means for calculating, 1n accordance with the com-
parison result of the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio
feedback control parameter of delay time penods
for which the comparison result of the output of 50
said upstream-side air-fuel] ratio sensor 1s delayed,
skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said S5
air-fuel feedback correction amount is gradually
changed in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
SCNSsor,

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accor- 60
dance with said air-fue} ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter;

means for determining whether said downstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an 65
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the caiculation of said air-fuel

ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
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stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s In an abnormal
state:

wherein said means for determining said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state determines a
normal or abnormal state of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor by a relationship between the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
and the output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor; and

wherein said means for determining said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state comprises:

means for determining whether or not said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio is rich in accordance with the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;

means for determining whether or not said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a lean sig-
nal;

means for counting a duration for which said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a lean sig-
nal when said upstream-side air-fuel ratio s rich;
and

means for determining whether or not the duration 1s
longer than a predetermined term,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor 1s in an abnormal state when the
duration is longer than said predetermined term;

wherein said means for determining whether said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio 1s rich comprises:

means for calculating an average value or blunt value
of maximum values of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

means for determining whether or not the average
value or blunt value of maximum values of the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is
larger than a predetermined value,

thereby determining a rich signal during an active
mode for said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
when the average value or blunt value of maximum
values of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is larger than said predetermined value.

95. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an

internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor having a flow-out type
signal processing circuit, the apparatus comprising:

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side
air-fue] ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage;

means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback cor-
rection amount in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage;

means for comparing an output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voltage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the com-
parison result of the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio
feedback control parameter of delay time penods
for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed,
skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
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comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount is gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
rati0 Sensor;

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accor-

dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter; |

means for determining whether said downstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel

ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state;

wherein said means for determining said down-

stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state determines a
normal or abnormal state of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor by a relationship between the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
and the output of said downstream-side air-fuel
rat10 sensor; and

wherein said means for determining said down-

stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state comprises:
means for determining whether or not said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio is rich in accordance with the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;
means for determining whether or not said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a lean sig-
nal;
means for counting a duration for which said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs 2 lean sig-
nal when said upstream-side air-fuel ratio is rich;
and

means for determining whether or not the duration 1s

longer than a predetermined term,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-

fuel ratio sensor i1s in an abnormal state when the
duration is longer than said predetermined term:
wherein said means for determining whether said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio is rich comprises:
means for calculating an average value or blunt value
of duty ratios of a rich signal in the output of said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and
means for determining whether or not the average
value or blunt value of duty ratios of a rich signal
in the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor is smaller than a predetermined value,

thereby determining a rich signal during an active
mode for said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
when the average value or blunt value of duty
ratios of a rich signal in the output of said up-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller than said
predetermined value.

96. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor having a flow-out type
signal processing circuit, the apparatus comprising:

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage;
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means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback cor-
rection amount in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage;

means for comparing an output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voltage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the com-
parison result of the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio
feedback control parameter of delay time periods
for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed,
skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount 1s gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparnson
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor;

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accor-
dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter,

means for determining whether said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or 1n an
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel
ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state;

wherein said means for determining said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state determines a
normal or abnormal state of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor by a relationship between the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
and the output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor; and

wherein said means for determining said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state comprises:

means for determining whether or not said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio is rich 1s accordance with the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;

means for determining whether or not said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a lean sig-
nal;

means for counting a duration for which said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a lean sig-
nal when said upstream-side air-fuel ratio is rich;
and .

means for determining whether or not the duration 1s
longer than a predetermined term,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the
duration is longer than said predetermined term;
wherein said means for determining whether said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio 1s lean comprises:

means for calculating an average value or blunt value
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor; and

means for determining whether or not the average
value or blunt value of the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor i1s smaller than a
predetermined value,

thereby determined a lean signal for said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor, when the average
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value or blunt value of the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s smaller than said
predetermined value.
97. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter 5
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
siream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, said down- 10
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor having a flow-in type sig-
nal processing circuil, the apparatus comprising:
means for comparing an output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage; 15

means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback cor-
rection amount in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage; 20

means for comparing an output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voltage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the com-

parison result of the output of said downstream- 25
side air-fue] ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio
feedback control parameter of delay time periods
for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed,
skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback 30
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount 1s gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparison 3
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor;

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accor-

dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control 40
parameter;

means for determining whether said downstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel 45

ratio feedback control] parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state;
wherein said means for determining said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state determines a 30
normal or abnormal state of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor by a relationship between the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
and the output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor; and 55

wherein said means for determiming said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state comprises:

means for determining whether or not said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio is [rich] /ean in accordance with
the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sen- 60
SOT;

means for determining whether or not said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean]}
rich signal;

means for counting a duration for which said down- 65

stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean]
rich signal when said upstream-side air-fuel ratio is
I rich] /lean; and

Lh
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means for determining whether or not the duration is
longer than a predetermined term,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the
duration is Jonger than said predetermined term:;

wherein said means for determining whether said
upstream side air-fuel ratio is lean comprises:

means for calculating an average value or a blunt
value of minimum values of the output of said up-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

means for determining whether or not the average
value or blunt value of mimimum values of the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s
smaller than a predetermined value,

thereby determining a lean signal during an active
mode for said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
when the average value or blunt value of minimum
values of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor is smaller than said predetermined
value.

98. An apparatus for controlling an atr-fuel ratio in an

internal combustion engie having a catalyst converter
for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-
stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors
disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of
said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of
a specific component in the exhaust gas, said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor having a flow-in type sig-
nal processing circuit, the apparatus COmprising:

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage;

means for calculating on air-fuel ratio feedback cor-
rection amount in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage;

means for comparing an output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voltage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the com-
parison result of the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor at least one air-fuel ratio
feedback control parameter of delay time periods
for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s delayed,
skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount 1s gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio Sensor;

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accor-
dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter;

means for determining whether said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel
ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state;

wherein said means for determining said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state determines a
normal or abnormal state of said downstream-side
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air-fue!l ratio sensor by a relationship between the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
and the output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor; and

wherein said means for determining said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state comprises:

means for determining whether or not said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio is [ rich] lean in accordance with
the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
SOT;

means for determining whether or not said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean]
rich signal;

means for counting a duration for which said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean]
rich signal when said upstream-side air-fuel ratio 1s
I rich] lean; and

means for determining whether or not the duration 1s
longer than a predetermined term,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the
duration is longer than said predetermined term;

where said means for determining whether said up-
stream side air-fuel ratio is lean comprises:

means for calculating an average value or blunt value
of duty ratios of a lean signal in the output of said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;

means for determining whether or not the average
value or blunt value of duty ratios of a lean signali
in the output of said upstream-side air-fue] ratio
sensor is smaller than a predetermined value,

thereby determining a lean signal during an active
mode for said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor,
when the average value or blunt value of duty
ratios of a lean signal in the output of said up-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller than said
predetermined value.

99. An apparatus for controlling an atr-fuel ratio in an

internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter

for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and up-

stream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors

disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, of

said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration of

a specific component in the exhaust gas, said down-

stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor having a flow-in rype sig-

nal processing circuit, the apparatus COmprising:

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage;

means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback cor-
rection amount in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage;

means for comparing an output of said downstream-
side air-fuel comparing an output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second pre-
determined reference voltage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the com-
parison result of the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel rafio
feedback control parameter of delay time periods
for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed,
skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
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air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount is gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side atr-fuel
ratio Sensor;

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio 1n accor-

dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter,

means for determining whether said downstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor i1s in a normal state or 1n an
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel

ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state;
wherein said means for determining said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state determines a
normal or abnormal state of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor by a relationship between the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel] ratio sensor
and the output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor; and
wherein said means for determining said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor state comprises:

means for determining whether or not said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio is [rich] /ean in accordance with
the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
SOT;

means for determining whether or not said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean]}
rich signal;

means for counting a duration for which said down-

stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor outputs a [lean]
rich signal when said upstream-side air-fuel ratio 1s
L rich} /lean; and

means for determining whether or not the duration 1s

longer than a predetermined term,

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-

fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state when the
duration is longer than said predetermined term;
wherein said means for determining whether said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio in rich comprises:
means for calculating an average value or blunt value
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor; and
means for determining whether or not the average
value or blunt value of the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is [longer] larger
than a predetermined value,

thereby determining a rich signal for said down-

stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor when the average
value or blunt value of the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is larger than said
predetermined value.

100. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in
an internal combustion engine having a catalyst con-
verter for removing pollutants 1n an exhaust gas, and
upstream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
sors disposed upstream and downstream, respectively,
of said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration
of a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising:

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage;

means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback cor-

rection amount in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
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ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage;

means for comparing an output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voltage, 5

means for calculating, in accordance with the com-
parison result of the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feed-
back control parameter of delay time periods for
which the comparison result of the output of said 19
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip
amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback cor-
rection amounts is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount is gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor,;

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio 1n accor-
dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter:;

means for determining whether said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel
ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal .,
state:

wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
determining means comprises:

means for calculating an amplitude of the output of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; 15

means for determining whether or not the amphtude
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor is larger than a predetermined value;

means for calculating a period of the output of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and 40

means for determining whether or not the period of
the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor is smaller than a predetermined period;

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state, when the 45
amplitude of the output of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is larger than said predeter-
mined amplitude, and theperiod of the output of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller
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means for calculating, 1in accordance with the com-
parison result of the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio
feedback control parameter of delay time periods
for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s delayed,
skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount 1s gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparnson
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor:

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accor-
dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter;

means for determining whether said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel
ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel] ratio sensor 1s in an abnormal
state;

wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
state determining means COmprises:

means for calculating an amplitude of the output of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;

means for determining whether or not the amphtude
of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor is larger than a predetermined amplitude;

means for calculating a period of the output of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor:

means for calculating the ratio of the period of the
output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor to
the period of the output of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor; and

means for determining whether the calculated ratio 1s
larger than a predetermined value;

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal state, when the
amplitude of the output of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is larger than said predeter-
mined amplitude, and the caiculated ratio is larger
than said predetermined value.

102. An apparatus for controlling an air-fue] ratio in

an internal combustion engine having a catalyst con-
verter for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and

than said predetermined period. s0 upstream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-

101. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in
an internal combustion engine having a catalyst con-
verter for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and
upstream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
sors disposed upstream and downstream, respectively, 55
of said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration
of a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising:
means for comparing an output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage; 60
means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback cor-
rection amount in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage; 65
means for comparing an output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voltage;

sors disposed upstream and downstream, respectively,
of said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration
of a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising:

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage;

means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback cor-
rection amount in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage;

means for comparing an output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voltage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the com-
parison result of the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio
feedback control parameter of delay time periods
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for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s delayed.
skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount 1s gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the companson
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor;

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accor-

dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter;

means for determining whether said downstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel

ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state;

wherein said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor

state determining means COmprises:
means for calculating a minimum level of the output
of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor during
a predetermined time period;

means for calculating a maximum level of the output
of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor during
said predetermined time period;

means for calculating a difference between the maxi-

mum and minimum levels of the output of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor during said
predetermined time period; and

means for determining whether or not said difference

1s larger than a predetermined value;

thereby determining that said downstream-side air-

fuel ragio sensor is in an abnormal state, when sad
difference is larger than said predetermined value.

103. An apparatus as set forth in claim 102, wherein
said predetermined time period is dependent upon a
load of said engine.

104. An apparatus as set forth in claim 102, wherein
said predetermined value is dependent upon a load of
sald engine.

105. Apn apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in
an internal combustion engine having a catalyst con-
verter for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and
upstream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
sors disposed upstream and downstream, respectively,
of said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration
of a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising:

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage;

means for calculating an air-fuel feedback correction

amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with said first predetermined reference volt-
age;

means for comparing an output of said downstream-

side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voltage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the com-

parison result of the output of said downstream-

LA

10

13

20

25

30

35

45

50

33

side air-fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio 65

feedback control parameter of delay time periods
for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed,

74

skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount is gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio Sensor;

means for determining whether said downstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an
abnormal state;

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel

ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state;

means for calculating an average value or blunt value

of said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter
when said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s
in a normal state;

means for holding the average value or blunt value of

said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter when
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an
abnormal state; and

means for adjusting an actual air-fuel ratio in accor-

dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said calculated air-fuel ratio feedback
control parameter when said downstream-side air-
fue) ratio sensor is in an normal state, Or 1n accor-
dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said held average or blunt value as said
air-fuel ratio feedback contro] parameter when said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s an abnor-
mal state.

106. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel] ratio In
an internal combustion engine having a catalyst con-
verter for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and
upstream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
sors disposed upstream and downstream, respectively,
of said catalyst converter for detecting a8 concentration
of a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising:

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage;

means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback cor-

rection amount in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage;

means for comparing an output of said downstream-

side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voltage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the com-

parison result of the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio
feedback control parameter of delay time periods
for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed,
skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount 1s gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio Sensor;

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accor-

dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
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amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter;

means for determining whether said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel
ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
state;

means for renewing an average value or blunt value
of said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter
when said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s
In a normal state;

means for holding the average value or blunt value of
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter when
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor i1s in an
abnormal state; and

further comprising means for determining whether or
not a vehicle speed is within a predetermined
range,

said renewing means renewing said average value or
blunt value of said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter only when the vehicle speed 1s within
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means for forcibly changing the actual air-fuel ratio
when said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s
in an abnormal state;

means for pulling down the output of said down-

stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor via a resistor
thereby generating a lean signal during a nonactive
mode,

said air-fuel ratio forcible-change means changing the

actual air-fuel ratio on the rich side;

further comprising means for determining whether or

not a predetermined time period has passed after a
coolant temperature of said engine becomes higher
than a predetermined temperature,

said air-fuel ratio forcible-change means changing the

actual air-fuel ratio on the rich side, only when said
predetermined time period has passed.

108. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel rauo in
an internal combustion engine having a catalyst con-
verter for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and
upstream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
sors disposed upstream and downstream, respectively,
of said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration
of a specific component in the exhaust gas, comprising:

said predetermined range.
107. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in
an internal combustion engine having a catalyst con-
verter for removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and
upstream-side and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
sors disposed upstream and downstream. respectively, 30
of said catalyst converter for detecting a concentration
of a specific component in the exhaust gas, compnsing:
means for comparing an output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage; 35

means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback cor-
rection amount in accordance with the companson
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage; 40

means for comparing an output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voltage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the com-

parison result of the output of said downstream- 45
side air-fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio
feedback control parameter of delay time periods
for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed,
skip amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback sg
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount 1s gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparison 53
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor;

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio 1n accor-

dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control 60
parameter;

means for determining whether said downstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel 65

ratio feedback control parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal

state;

25

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined ref-
erence voltage;

means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback cor-
rection amount in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with said first predetermined reference
voltage:

means for comparing an output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predeter-
mined reference voliage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the com-
parison result of the output of saad downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio
feedback control parameter of delay time periods
for which the comparison result of the output of
said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s delayed;
skip amounts by which said air-fuel rano feedback
correction amount is skipped at a switching of the
comparison result of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor, and integration amounts by which said
air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount is gradu-
ally changed in accordance with the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor;

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accor-
dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control
parameter;

means for determining whether said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is in a normal state or in an
abnormal state; and

means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel
ratio feedback contro] parameter when said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is in an abnormal
siate,

means for forcibly changing the actual air-fuel ratio
when said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor 1s
in an abnormal state;

means for pulling up the output of said downstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor via a resistor thereby gen-
erating a rich signal during a nonactive mode,

said air-fuel ratio forcible-change means changing the
actual air-fuel ratio on the lean side;
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further comprising means for determining whether or
not a predetermined time period has passed after
the coolant temperature of said engine becomes
higher than a predetermined temperature,

said air-fuel ratio forcible-change means changing the

actual air-fuel ratio on the rich side, only when said
predetermined time period has passed.

109. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter for
removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and upstream-side
and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors disposed up-
stream and downstream, respectively, of said catalyst con-
verter for detecting a concentration of a specific component
in the exhaust gas, comprising the steps of-

comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio

sensor with a first predetermined reference voltage,
calculating an air-fuel ratio feed-back correction

amount in accordance with the comparison result of

the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor
with said first predetermined reference voltage;

comparing an outpur of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage;
calculating, in accordance with the comparison result of
the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
sor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback controf param-
eter of delay time periods for which the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor is delayed, skip amounts by which said air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount is skipped at a
switching of the comparison resull of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor, and integration amounts by
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount
is gradually changed in accordance with the compari-
son result of the output of said upsiream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor,
adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio Yeedback control parameter;

determining whether or not said catalyst converter has
deteriorated,; and

prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel ratio feedback

control parameter when said catalyst converter has
deteriorated.
110. A method for controliing an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter for
removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and upstream-side
and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors disposed up-
stream and downstream, respectively, of said catalyst con-
verter for detecting a concentration of a specific component
the exhaust gas, comprising the steps of:
comparing an output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with a first predetermined reference voltage,

calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount
in accordance with the comparison result of the output
of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor with said
first predetermined reference voltage;

comparing an output of said downstream-side air-fuel

ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage;

calculating, in accordance with the comparison result of

the outpur of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
sor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control param-
eter of delay time periods for which the comparison
result of the output of said upsiream side air-fuel ratio
sensor is delayed, skip amounts by which said air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount Is skipped at! a
switching of the comparison result of said upstream-
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side air-fuel ratio sensor, and integration amounts by
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount
as gradually changed in accordance with the compari-
son result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor,
adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter; and

determining whether or not said catalyst converter has
deteriorated,

wherein said catalyst converter deterioration determin-

ing step comprises the steps of.

calculating a period of the amount of said downstream-

side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

determining whether or not the period of the output of

said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is smalier
than a predetermined period,

thereby determining that said catalyst converter has

deteriorated when the period of the output of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller than
said predetermined period.

111. A method as set forth in claim 110, wherein said
catalyst converter deterioration determining step further
comprises the steps of:

calculating an amplitude of the output of the down-

stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

determining whether or not the amplitude of the output

of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is larger
than a predetermined amplitude,

thereby determining that said catalyst converter has

deteriorated when the period of the output of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller than
said predetermined period and the amplitude of the
output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio is larger
than said predetermined amplitude.

112. A method for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter for
removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and upstream-side

an and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors disposed up-
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stream and downstream, respectively, of said catalyst con-
verter for detecting a concentration of a specific component
in the exhaust gas, comprising the steps of.
comparing an outpu! of said upstream-side air-fuel ratto
sensor with a first predetermined reference voltage;
calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount
in accordance with the comparison results of the out-
put of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor with
said first predetermined reference voltage;
comparing an outpu! of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor with a second predetermined reference
voltage;
calculating, in accordance with the comparison result of
the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
sor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback control param-
eter of delay time periods for which the comparison
result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor is delayed, skip amounts by which said air-fuel
ratio feedback correction amount Is skipped at a
switching of the comparison result of sard upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor, and integration amounts by
which said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount
is gradually changed in accordance with the compari-
son result of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel
ratio sensor,
adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accordance with
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount and
said air-fuel ratio feedback control parameter, and
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determining whether or not said catalyst converter has

deteriorated,

wherein said catalyst converter deterioration determin-

ing step comprises the steps of:

calculating a period of the output of said upstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor,

calculating a period of the output of said downstream-

side air-fuel ratio sensor,
calculating a ratio of the period of the output of said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor to that of said
downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;, and

determining whether or not the calculated ratio is larger
than a predetermined ratio,

thereby determining that said catalyst converter has

deteriorated when the ratio is larger than said prede-
termined ratio.

113. A method as set forth in claim 112, wherein said
catalyst converter deterioration determining step further
comprises the steps of:

calculating an amplitude of the output of the down-

stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

determining whether or not the amplitude of the output

of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor Is larger
than a predetermined amplitude,

thereby determining thar said catalyst converter has

deteriorated when the calculated ratio is larger than
said predetermined ratio and the period of the output
of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio semsor Is
smaller than said predetermined period and the am-
plitude of the output of said downstream-side air-fuel
ratio is larger than said predetermined ratio.

114. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter for
removing poflutants in an exhaust gas, and upstream-side
and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors disposed up-
stream and downstream, respectively, of said catalyst con-
verter for detecting a concentration of a specific componen!
in the exhaust gas, comprising.

means for comparing an output of said upstream-side

air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined refer-
ence voltage,
means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correc-
tion amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
sor with said first predetermined reference voltage;

means for comparing an output of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predetermined
reference voltage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the compari-

son result of the output of said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback
control parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip amounts by which
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount is
skipped at a switching of the comparison result of said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor, and integration
amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback correc-
tion amount is gradually changed in accordance with
the comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor;

means for adfusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accor-

dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control pa-
rameter.

means for determining whether or not said catalyst con-

verter has deteriorated; and
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means for prohibiting the calculation of said air-fuel
ratio feedback control parameter when said catalyst
converter has deteriorated.
115. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
5 internal combustion engine having a caialyst converter for
removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and upstream-side
and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors disposed up-
stream and downstream, respectively, of said catalyst con-
verter for detecting a concentration of a specific component
10 the exhaust gas, comprising:
means for comparing an output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined refer-
ence value;
means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feedback correc-
tion amount in accordance with the comparison result
of the outpu!t of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
sor with said first predetermined reference voliage;

means for comparing an output of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predetermined
reference voltage;

means for calculating, in accordance with the compari-

son result of the output of said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor, ar least one air-fuel ratio feedback
control parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream side
air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip amounts by which
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount Is
skipped at a switching of the comparison result of said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor, and integration
amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback correc-
tion amount is gradually changed in accordance with
the comparison resull of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor,

means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accor-

dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback contro! pa-
rameter, and

means for determining whether or not said catalyst con-

verter has deteriorated,

wherein said means for determining whether or not said

catalyst converter has deteriorated comprises:

means for calculating a period of the output of said

downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

means for determining whether or not the period of the

output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is
smaller than a predetermined period, thereby deter-
mining that said catalyst converter has deteriorated
when the period of the output of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller than said predeter-
mined period.

116. An apparatus as set forth in claim 115, wherein said
means for determining whether or not said catalyst con-
verter has deteriorated further comprises:

means for calculating an amplitude of the output of the

downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

means for determining whether or not the amplitude of

the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
sor is larger than a predetermined amplitude, thereby
determining that said catalyst converter has deterio-
rated when the period of the output of said down-
stream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller than said
predetermined period and the amplitude of the output
of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio is larger than
said predetermined amplitude.

117. An apparatus for controlling an air-fuel ratio in an
internal combustion engine having a catalyst converter for
removing pollutants in an exhaust gas, and upstream-side
and downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensors disposed up-
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stream and downstream, respectively, of said catalyst con-
verter for detecting a concentration of a specific component
in the exhaust gas, comprising.
means for comparing an output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor with a first predetermined refer-
ence voltage;
means for calculating an air-fuel ratio feed-back correc-
tion amount in accordance with the comparison re-
sults of the output of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio
sensor with said first predetermined reference voltage,
means for comparing an outpu! of said downstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor with a second predetermined
reference voliage,
means for calculating, in accordance with the compari-
son result of the output of said downstream-side air-
fuel ratio sensor, at least one air-fuel ratio feedback
control parameter of delay time periods for which the
comparison result of the output of said upstream-side
air-fuel ratio sensor is delayed, skip amounts by which
said air-fuel ratio feedback correction amount Is
skipped at a switching of the comparison result of said
upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor, and integration
amounts by which said air-fuel ratio feedback correc-
tion amount is gradually changed in accordance with
the comparison result of the output of said upstream-
side air-fuel ratio sensor;
means for adjusting the actual air-fuel ratio in accor-
dance with said air-fuel ratio feedback correction
amount and said air-fuel ratio feedback control pa-
rameter; and
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wherein said means for determining whether or not said

catalyst converter has deteriorated,

means for determining whether or not said catalyst con-

verter has deteriorated comprises:

means for calculating a period of the output of said

upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor:

means for calculating a period of the output of said

downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;

means for calculating a ratio of the period of the output

of said upstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor to that of
 said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor;, and
means for determining whether or not the calculaied
ratio is larger than a predetermined ratio, thereby
determining that said catalyst converter has deterio-
rated when the ratio is larger than said predetermined
ratio.

118 An apparatus as set forth in claim 117, wherein said
means for determining whether or not said catalyst con-
verter has deteriorated further comprises:

means for calculating an amplitude of the output of the

downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor; and

means for determining whether or not the amplitude of

the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sen-
sor is larger than a predetermined amplitude, thereby
determining that said catalyst converter has deterio-
rated when the calculated ratio is larger than said
predetermined ratio and the period of the output of
said downstream-side air-fuel ratio sensor is smaller
than said predetermined period and the amplitude of
the output of said downstream-side air-fuel ratio is

larger than said predetermined ratio.
¥ * ¥ » %
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