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(57] ABSTRACT

A heat exchanger includes a core structure formed by a
plurality of plate members in stacked arrangement.
Each plate member is square or rectanguiar and in-
cludes along two opposed sides a portion bent at rnght
angles to the basic plate and then bent inwardly to wrap
around the next adjacent plate member. The other two
sides of the plate member are bent in the opposite direc-
tion and then turn inwardly to act as spacers to hold
each plate member from the next by a predetermined
dimension thus defining cells between each plate mem-
ber and the next adjacent plate member. This core con-
struction is then assembled in a plurality of separate
core members into a frame structure defined by a pair of
side frames defining rails along which the core members
can slide. The core members are compressed inwardly
by a pair of end doors leaving open top and bottom
open sides of the frame structure for connection to
suttable duct work.

23 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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1
HEAT EXCHANGER

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica- 5
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made
by reissue.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This tnvention relates to a heat exchanger construc-
tion of a type which includes a separable core with the
core construction being formed from a plurality of cut
and formed metal sheets.

Heat exchangers using metal cores are particularly
effective in high efficiency of heat transfer and also
resistant to high heat values or high pressure values in
comparison with cores using plastic materials. One dis-
advantage of the use of metal sheets for forming the
core has however been the relatively high cost of manu-
facture involved in folding and forming the sheets into 20
a cell structure, providing suttable spacers for the cells
and then assembling the spaced cells into a umitary core
construction.

In many cases welding of the sheets to form the cell
structure has been used which provides a very rigid 23
structure which is very resistant to heat and pressure
but this 1s of course a highly expensive process involv-
ing much labor.

Other techniques are shown in U.S. Pat. Nos.
4,442,886 (Dinulescu), 4,512,397 (Stark), T911,013 30
(Morgans), 4,527,622 (Weber), 4,308,915 (Sanders),
2,434,676 (Spender) and 4,350,201 (Steineman).

Attention 1s particuiarly directed to the Sanders pa-
tent which shows an arrangement in which a single
sheet 1s folded to form a planar plate portion and then 35
side edges of the plate portion are folded at right angles
and then inwardly and outwardly to define two tab
portions generally parallel to the planar plate portion.
The planar plate portions are then assembled in stacked
arrangement but then a sealing or welding technique i1s 40
used to separate the fluid paths.

In addition attention is directed to the Dinulescu
patent which again shows separate sheets or plates
folded into a particular shape but then these plates co-
operate with spacer bars which turn along the edges of 45
the plates to hold them at the required spacing. This
technique 1s unsatisfactory in that it involves a large
number of separate parts which are difficult to assemble
and of course require individual bending and forming.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

[t 1s one object of the present invention therefore to
provide an improved structure of heat exchange core
which is formed substantially wholily from a stack of the
formed separate plate members which are seif-spacing 55
and self-attaching to provide a core construction of
simple inexpensive nature.

According to a first aspect of the invention therefore
there i1s provided a heat exchanger core for forming a
first fluid path and a second fluid path which is fluid 60
imperviously separated from the first fluid path and in
heat exchanging relation therewith, said core compris-
ing a plurality of plate members each formed from a
substantially rigid sheet metal material and shaped to
define a planar plate portion with the plate members 65
assembled so that the plate portions lie in parallel
stacked relationship defining between each plate por-
tion and a next adjacent portion on one side a portion of
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the first fluid path and between said each plate portion
and the next adjacent portion on an opposed side a
portion of the second fluid path, each said plate member
being cut and formed from a single sheet to define said
planar plate portion which has a first pair of opposed
paralle] side edges and a second pair of opposed parallel
side edges with the side edges of one pair being at right
angles to the side edges of the other pair, two first plate
portions each extending from said pianar plate portion
at a respective one of said first pair of side edges at right
angles to said planar portion in the same direction there-
from and to a substantially equal extent therefrom, two
second plate portions each extending from an edge of a
respective one of the first plate portions remote from
said planar plate portion in a direction at night angles
thereto and so as to lie back over the planar plate por-
tion, two third plate portions each extending from said
planar plate portion at a respective one of said second
pair of side edges at right angles to said planar plate
portion in the same direction therefrom and to a sub-
stantially equal extent therefrom, the third plate por-
tions extending in a direction opposite 1o the direction
of the first plate portions, two fourth plate portions each
extending from an edge of a respective one of the third
plate portions remote from said planar plate portion in a
direction at right angles thereto and to he back over the
planar plate portion, outermost edges of said third and
fourth plate portions being rebated from a respective
adjacent one of said first pair of side edges by distance
greater than the extent of a respective one of the second
portions from the respective first portion. an outside
extent of said first portions from said planar plate por-
tion of one of said plate members being substantially
equal to an inside extent of said third plate portions from
said planar portion of a next adjacent one of said mem-
bers.

It 1s a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a heat exchanger construction which uses stacked
sheet metal core members and which mounts those core
members in a simple frame structure of minimum space
requirement for attachment to suitable duct work.

According to a second aspect of the invention there 1s
provided a heat exchange device comprising a gener-
ally rectangular frame structure defining mutually par-
alle] first and second side openings, mutually parallel
third and fourth side openings. the third and fourth side
openings lying generally at nght angles to the first and
second side openings, a pair of frame ends, door means
for closing each of the frame ends, a plurality of rectan-
gular core members each defining therein a first fluid
path and a second fluid path fluid imperviously sepa-
rated from the first fluud path and in heat exchanging
relation therewith and comprising a plurality of plate
members assemnbled so that planar plate portions thereof
lie in parallel stacked relationship defining between
ecach plate portion and a next adjacent portion on one
side a portion of the first fluid path and between said
each plate portion and a next adjacent plate portion on
an opposed side a portion of the second fluid path, each
of the core members having a first length parallel to said
first fluid path so as to extend from said side opening to
said second side opening, a second length paralle] to
said second fluid path less than the distance between
said third side opening and said fourth side opening
such as a multiple of the length is equal to said distance,
and a third length at right angles to said fluid paths
which is less than the distance between said frame ends
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such that a distance between the frame ends 1s a multiple
of the length of the core member, and guide means
mounted on said frame structure by which a core mem-
ber can slide into the frame structure from one frame
end toward the opposed frame end such that the frame 5
structure can be filled with a multiple number of the
core members.

With the foregoing in view, and other advantages as
will become apparent to those skilled in the art to which
this invention relates as this specification proceeds, the 10
invention 1s herein described by reference to the accom-
pany drawings forming a part hereof, which includes a
description of the best mode known to the applicant and
of the preferred typical embodiment of the principles of
the present invention in which: L5

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a plan view of a blank of a metal sheet
showing in dotted line the intended folds by which the
blank can be formed into a plate member for assembly 20
into a heat exchange core according to the invention.

FIG. 2 1s an 1sometnic view of the blank of FIG. 1
after bending to form the plate member.

FIG. 3 is an isometric view similar to FIG. 2 showing
a plurality of the plate members formed into a stacked 25
construction forming a part of a heat exchange core.

FIG. 4 1s a plan view similar to that of FIG. 1 show-
ing a blank for forming a rectangular core having one
stde dimension longer than the other side.

FIG. 5 i1s a similar plan view of a blank for forming 30
into a plate member for cooperation with that of FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 1s an 1sometric view of one part of the com-
pleted core using the stacked structure of FIG. 3.

FIG. 7 1s an 1sometric view of a heat exchanger 1n-
cluding the core of FI1G. 6 and showing the frame struc- 35
ture thereof.

F1G. 8 15 a cross sectional view of the heat exchanger
of FIG. 7.

In the drawings like characters of reference indicate
corresponding parts in the different figures. 40

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Turning firstly to the basic core construction as
shown in FIGS. 1, 2 and 3, there i1s shown initially a
core which 1s of square construction that is it has equal 45
length fluid paths and in addition the fluid paths are of
the same cross sectional area.

A blank for forming each plate member of the core is
shown in FIG. 1 and 1s formed of a thin sheet metal
plate which may be stainless steel or aluminum or other 50
suitable matenal which is generally rigid and resistant
to corrosion with the blank having been cut to the shape
as shown 1n an imtial cutting step. The sheet metal mate-
rial may be of a gauge which provides a thickness of the
order of 0.5 mm. 55

The blank 1s cut in the shape as shown to define a
square planar main plate portion 10 which in effect
defines the plate which separates each fluid path from
the next adjacent fluid path. The main plate portion 10
1s square defined by dotted line sides 11 and 12 which 60
are spaced and parallel and sides 13 and 14 which are
stimilarly spaced and parallel and arranged at right an-
gles to the first pair of sides.

Along each of the sides 11 and 12 is provided a first
portion 15 of the sheet material and a second portion 16 65
outwardly thereof and connected thereto.

Along each of the sides 13 and 14 is defined in an
initial thin portion 17, a third portion 18 and a fourth

4

portion 19 with again these portions being formed inte-
grally and extending outwardly from the respective
edge of the main plate member. As shown in FIG. 1
intended fold lines are indicated in dash lines separating
the portions each from the next. In FIG. 2 the shape of
the plate member 1s shown after foilding along the re-
spective fold lines. Thus it will be noted that the main
plate portion 10 remains a flat sheet. From that flat sheet
the portion 15 is bent downwardly at right angles about
the edge 11. The portion 16 1s then bent inwardly at
right angles to the portion 15 so as to lie back directly
underneath the plate 10.

The portion 18 is bent at right angles to the plate but
in a direction opposite to the portion 15 so as 10 be
upstanding from the plate 10. The portion 19 is again
bent at nght angles so as to extend back across the
upper surface of the plate 10.

The portions 15 and 16 extend along the full length of
the edges 11 and 12. The portions 18 and 19 are rebated
inwardly from the outer edge 11 and 12 so as to form a
free portion 20 and 21 of the edge 13 on either side of
the portions 18 and 19. The free portions 20 and 21 are
arranged to have a length substantially equal to or
greater than the mnward extent of the portion 16.

The downward extent of the portions 15 as measured
on the outside thereof that 1s incorporating the thickness
of the matenal as indicated at 22 is arranged to be sub-
stantially equal to the height of the portion 18 from the
plate 10 as measured on the inner surface thereof that is
excluding the thickness of the plate as indicated at 23. In
order to provide this slight difference in dimension, the
thin portion 17 1s provided which allows the bend at the
fold line indicated at 24 to provide sufficient matenal
firstly to provide the additional height within the por-
tion 18 and in addition to move the portion 18 slightly
outwardly from the respective edge 13 and 14.

The extent of the portions 16 and 19 1s arranged so
that these portions define merely a tab for operating 1n
the manner set forth hereinafter in relation to FIG. 3.

Turning therefore to FIG. 3, a first one of the plate
members 1s indicated at 25, a second one 15 indicated at
26 and a third one 1s indicated at 27. The first plate
member 25 is oriented so that the portions 18 and 19 lie
along one edge facing the viewer and extending up-
wardly from the plate 10 thereof. The portions 15 and
16 therefore extend along the side edges downwardly
from the plate 10.

The next plate member 26 is then assembled onto the
first plate member 25 by initially orienting it 90° rotated
from the first plate member so that the plate portions 18
and 19 lie along the side edge. The plate portion 26 1s
then slid in a direction at right angles to the side edge
carrying the portions 18 and 19 so that 1t passes under-
neath the portions 19 of the plate member 25 with the
under surface of the portions 16 in contact with the
upper surface of the main portion 10. The upper surface
of the portion 10 of the plate member 26 lies in contact
with the under surface of the portions 19 of the plate
member 25. In this way the second plate portion 26 is
located and held in position by the downward force
provided by the portions 19 and 15 spaced from the
upper surface of the plate member 25 by the under
surface of the portion 16. It will be noted that the por-
tions 15 of the second plate member shde within the
portions 18 of the first plate member thus requiring the
dimensions 22 and 23 as previously described.

The shaping of the plate members thus acts to prop-
erly locate the plate members relative to each other and
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to automatically provide the required spacing between
the plate members,

The third plate member 27 is again oriented relative
to the second plate member 26 by rotation through 90°
so as to take up the same orientation as the plate mem-
ber 25. The plate member 27 1s then shd again longitudi-
nally as previously described in relation to the plate 26
sO as to take up 1n relation to the plate 26 the same
configuration as that configuration between the plate 26
and the plate 25.

It will be noted that the partial construction of the
core shown by the assembled three plate members de-
fines two separate cells for fluid path as indicated by the
arrows 29 and 30. Both of these fluid paths are defined
basically by the spaced main plate portions 10 with only
a double thickness of the sheet metal material being
formed along the outermost extremes of the main piate
portion as provided by the portions 16 and 19. For this
reason the inward extent of the portions 16 and 19 is
maintained at a minimum to avoid reducing the effi-
ciency of the heat exchange across the plate 10. In rela-
tion to the portion 16, this acts to provide a strengthen-
ing effect of the portion 15 and to hold the spacing of
the plate portions one from the next. In regard to the
portions 19, these are of sufficient extent to grasp the
edge of the portion 10 of the next adjacent plate mem-
ber to hold it 1n 1ts required position and to prevent it
escaping without buckling of the parts. The absolute
size of these tabs or plate portions 16 and 19 will be
determined by various criteria including the thickness
of the maternial and the size of the plates 10 but in One
example the extent of these portions can be of the order
of 2 cm. 1n a core having plates of the order of 30 cm. in
transverse dimension.

To provide maximum stiffness of the construction,
the portions 15 and 16 extend along the whole length of
the respective edge and the portions 18 and 19 extend
along the whole length of the respective edge apart
from the rebated portions 20 and 21 as previously de-
scribed. The rebated portions 20 and 21 are provided
and dimensioned equal to the inward extent of the por-
tion 16 so that, as shown in FIG. 3, there is no overlap
in the area indicated at 31 and the innermaost edge 32 of
the portion 16 lies closely adjacent to the outermost
edge 33 of the portion 19 without overlap.

Turning now to FIG. 6, the assembled plate members
are indicated generally at 34 and for convenience of
tllustration the portions 16 and 18 are omitted showing
only the fluid paths 29 and 30. The assembly is com-
pleted by four angle brackets 35 which are engaged
around the corners of the assembled structure of plate
members. Each angle bracket 33 has a pair of strips 36
and 37 each of which 1s of a dimension substantially
equal to the inward extends of the portion 16 and 19 so
as to cover the area at the corner of the assembled struc-
ture at which the portions 16 are exposed and shown in
the corner closest to the viewer in FIG. 3. On an inner
surface of the angle bracket 35 is provided a sealing
gasket 38 which prevents communication of fluid
around the corner defined by the angle bracket between
the fluid paths. This retains the fluid paths 29 and 30
totally separate from each other so as to prevent or at
least inhibit communication of fluid between the two
paths and to allow only communication of heat across
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the surface defined by the plate portions 10. On each of 63

the strips 36 of the angle brackets 35 is provided a chan-
nel member 39 which 1s upstanding therefrom so as to
define a rib running along the length of the core struc-
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ture adjacent the side edge thereof. In order to retain
the angle bracket 35 in place, four straps 40 are attached
each connected at 1ts respective ends to a respective one
of the channel members by a projecting member (not
shown) which 1s inserted into the channel member
which is attached to the strap by screws 41. The angle
bracket 35 thus provide the dual function of sealing the
air flows and maintaining the core structure compressed
into its required location. In addition the channel mem-
bers 39 define rails for longitudinal sliding movement of
the core structure as explained heretnafter.

Turning now to FIGS. 4 and 3, there are shown two
blanks each for defining a separate plate member. In this
case the intended core structure is rectangular rather
than square and hence it is necessary to manufacture the
core from two separate types of plate member each
arranged alternately in the core construction. The intel-
ligent reader will appreciate the core construction
merely from the shape of the blank in combination with
the explanation previously provided in relation to F1G.
3 and hence no detailed description will be ncluded
herein. However it should be noted that in this case the
following features are present.

(a) The dimension indicated at 42 in FI1G. 4 15 equal to

the dimension indicated at 43 in FIG. §.

(b) The dimension indicated at 44 in FIG. S 1s equal to
the dimension indicated at 46 in FI1G. 4. The above
dimensions indicate the dimensions of the basic
plate member which will form the dimensions of

the core.

(c) The inner dimension indicated at 47 1s equal to the
outer dimension indicated at 48 forming respec-
tively the portions 18 and 16 as previously de-
scribed.

(d) Similarly the inner dimension 49 1s equal to the
outer dimension 30.

(e) The dimension 51 of the plate member of FIG. 5
is substantially equal to or greater than the dimen-
sion 52 of the plate member of FI1G. 4.

() The dimension 53 is substantially equal or greater
than the dimension 54 of FIG. §.

The core construction is formed by the bending into
the shape as previously described and the insertion by
shiding movement of each plate member of one type into
the plate member of the other type in alternate manner
as previously described with a sliding movement of
course taking place alternately at right angles to take up
the position shown basically in F1(G. 3.

While one example of the attachment of the corner
members is shown in FIG. 6, various corner assemblies
can be provided which include a pair of right angled
strips which attach along the corners of the core con-
struction and which includes suitable sealing means for
preventing fluid around the corners. These strips must
then be attached along the sides or diagonally to hold
the core as a rigid completed construction. The strips
can include suitable mounting arrangements for attach-
ment of the core to a framework with the rails of FIG.
6 providing only one example.

Turning now to FIGS. 7 and 8, there 158 shown a
frame construction supporting the heat exchanger cores
into a heat exchanger arrangement for attachment to
suitable ducting.

The frame structure comprises two side frames 50
and 51 each of which is formed by two upright 52 and
53 and three cross members 54, 35 and 36. The uprights
and cross members are formed generally of tubular
metal and are welded together to form a rectangular
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frame piece which is strengthened by the addition of
trnangular braces §7. The frame pieces 50 and 51 are
therefore rigidly and unitarily formed so the frame
structure can be broken down into the two separate
frame pieces together with the plurality of transverse
coupling braces interconnecting the corners of the
frames 50 and 51 and indicated at 58. The transverse
members 58 are attached to the frames 50 and 51 for
example by bolts 89 so as 1aquired the whole frame
structure can be broken down into the separate frame
pieces 50 and 51 and the plurality of separate cross
struts. Other techniques for fastening the cross struts to
the frame pieces can also be used and the bolts 59 are
indicated as an example only.

Each of the cross members 54, 55 and 56 carries a rail
arrangement for slidingly supporting the cores gener-
ally idicated at 60. Each raill comprises a horizontal
surface 61 which projects outwardly from a surface of
the tubular member 54, 55 or 56 together with a vertical
restraining surface 62 which confines the rib or channel
member 39 of the core structure as previously described
in relation to FIG. 6. Thus 1t will be noted that cross
member 34 includes a rail at its upper surface. Cross
member 85 inciudes a rail at its upper and at its lower
surface, the lower rail cooperating with the rail of the
member 34 to define the sliding means for a lower one
of the cores 60. Simtilarly the upper member 56 inciudes
a rail at its lJower surface for cooperation with the rail of
the upper surface of the member 55 to form a sliding
guide arrangement for the upper level of cores 60.

In order to act as a seal and a spring biasing arrange-
ment, between each upper rail and the rib 39 of the core
1s provided a channel member 63 which faces down-
wardly and includes a spring plate along its full length
as indicated at 64. This channel member 63 sits in the
upper rail and provides a sealing effect between the rib
39 of the core and the rail and also biases the core down-
wardly so that the lower rib 39 forms a seal with the
upper rail of the lower cross member. The channel
members 63 are freely slidable within the rail and thus
can be simply assembled by sliding into place with the
cores or subsequent to the cores being positioned in the
frame.

The frame thus defines an open top and an open bot-
tom for flow of air through the cores within the frame
through a first of the fluid paths. In addition the frame
provides open sides so that air can flow through a sec-
ond of the fluid paths in a substantially horizontal direc-
tion through the upper layer of cores and also through
the lower layer of cores. Depending upon the arrange-
ment of duct work, the air flow can be arranged at a
single pass through both of the layers of cores or can be
arranged to turn 180" passing firstly through the upper
layer and backwardly through the lower layer. The
duct work 1s not shown as it does not comprise part of
the invention. Suitable duct work manufactured from
sheet metal material can be attached for example by
self-tapping screws to the frame members as will be well
known to one skilled in the art.

Ends of the framework are closed by a pair of doors
indicated at 65. Each door comprises an end panel 66
which is of a size to substantially cover the end face of
the frame and an upstanding box section 67 which con-
tains an 1nsulating material and is closed by a front panel
68. Around the periphery of the box section 67 is pro-
vided a sealing strip 69 in the form of a spring plate
attached to the box section around its periphery and
extending inwardly of the periphery and longitudinally
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of the frame structure for engaging the end face of the
adjacent core members. This acts as a seal and also acts
to compress the core members into place to hold them
in location.

The number of cells in each of the core members is
chosen so that the core member can be readily handled
manually for insertion into the frame structure. It will
be appreciated in this regard that the frame structure
may tn some cases have to be positioned at an inconve-
nient place in a building so it will be necessary for the
core structures to be handled while the operative is for
example above ground level on a ladder or scaffolding.
Each core member will generally therefore have a
depth of the order of 1 foot so that its weight is readily
manageable by the average coperative. In such a case
four such core members can be inserted into the upper
layer of cores and four similarly into the lower layer
and pressed together by the spring action of the sealing
stnp 69.

Since various modifications can be made in my inven-
tion as hereinabove described, and many apparently
widely different embodiments of same made within the
spirit and scope of the claims without departing from
such spirit and scope, it i1s intended that all matter con-
tained in the accompanying specification shall be inter-
preted as illustrative only and not in a limiting sense.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A heat exchanger core for forming a first fluid path
and a second flumid path which 1s fluid imperviously
separated from the first fluid path and in heat exchang-
ing relation therewith, said core comprising a plurality
of plate members each formed from a substantially rigid
sheet metal material and shaped to define a planar plate
portion with the plate members assembled so that the
plate portions lie in paraliel stacked relationship defin-
ing between each plate portion and a next adjacent
portion on one side a portion of the first fluid path and
between said each plate portion and the next adjacent
portion on an opposed side a portion of the second fluid
path, each said plate member being cut and formed from
a single sheet to define said planar plate portion which
has a first pair of opposed parallel side edges and a
second pair of opposed parallel side edges with the side
edges of one pair being at right angles to the side edges
of the other pair, two first plate portions each extending
from said planar plate portion at a respective one of said
first pair of side edges at right angles to said planar plate
portion 1t the same direction therefrom and to a sub-
stantially equal extent therefrom, two second plate por-
tions each extending from an edge of a respective one of
the first plate portions remote from said planar plate
portion in a direction at right angles thereto and so as to
lie back over the planar plate portion, two third plate
portions each extending from said planar plate portion
at a respective one of said second pair of side edges at
right angles to said planar plate portion in the same
direction therefrom and to a substantially equal extent
therefrom, the third plate portions extending in a direc-
tion opposite to the direction of the first plate portions,
two fourth plate portions each extending from an edge
of a respective one of the third plate portions remote
from said planar plate portion in a direction at right
angles thereto and to lie back over the planar plate
portion, outermost edges of said third and fourth plate
portions being rebated from a respective adjacent one of
sald first pair of side edges by distance greater than the
extent of a respective one of the second portions from
the respective first portion, an outside extent of said first
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portions from said planar plate portion of one of said
plate members being substantially equal to an inside
extent of said third plate portions from said planar plate
portion of a next adjacent one of said plate members.

2. The mvention according to claim 1 wherein the
first pair of side edges are substantially equal to the
second pair of side edges to define a substantially square
plate portion and wherein the inside extent of the first
portions of the planar plate portion are substantially
equal to the outside extent of the third portions from the
planar plate portion of a single plate member.

3. The invention according to claim 1 wherein the
first pair of side edges are different in length from the
second pair of side edges to define a substantially rect-
angular planar plate portion different from a square and
wherein there are provided first and second different
types of plate members with the first and third portions
thereof dimensioned to define different amount of spac-
ing between each planar plate portion and its next adja-
cent planar plate portion on one side relative to said
each planar plate portion and its next adjacent planar
plate portion on the other side.

4. The invention according to claim 1 wherein the
first and second plate portions extend along the full
extent of the respective one of the first pair of side
edges.

9. The invention according to claim 1 wherein the
third and fourth plate portions extend continuously
along the second pair of side edges from said rebated
outermost edges thereof.

6. The invention according to claim 1 wherein said
rebated outermost edges are arranged at a distance from
the respective adjacent one of the first pair of side edges
substantially equal to the extent of the second portions
with the second portions being substantially equal in
extent.

7. The invention according to claim 1 wheremn the
second and fourth plate portions are small relative to
said planar plate portion such that the majority of the
planar plate portion is free from contact with the plate
portions to allow direct communication of heat there-
through from one fluid path to a next adjacent fluid
path.

8. A heat exchange device comprising a generally
rectangular frame structure defining mutually parallel
first and second side openings, mutually parallel third
and fourth side openings, the third and fourth side open-
ings lying generally at right angles to the first and sec-
ond side opentings, a pair of frame ends, door means for
closing each of the frame ends, a plurality of rectangu-
lar core members each defining therein a first fluid path
and a second fluid path fluid imperviously separated
from the first fluid path and in heat exchanging relation
therewith and comprising a plurality of plate members
assembled so that planar plate portions thereof lie in
parallel stacked relationship defining between each
plate portion and a next adjacent portion on one side a
portion of the first fluid path and between said each
plate portion and a next adjacent plate portion on an
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opposed side a portion of the second fluid path, each of 60

the core members having a first length parallel to said
first fluid path so as to extend from said first side open-
Ing to said second side opening, a second length parallel
to said second fluid path less than the distance between
said, third side opening and said fourth side opening
such that a multiple of the length is equal to said dis-
tance, and a third length at right angles to said flmd
paths which is less than the distance between said frame
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ends such that a distance between the frame ends 1s a
multiple of the length of the core member, and guide
means mounted on said frame structure by which a core
member can slide into the frame structure from one
frame end toward the opposed frame end such that the
frame structure can be filled with a multiple number of
the core members.

9. The invention according to claim 8 wherein each
core member is formed from a plurality of plate mem-
bers each formed from a substantially rigid sheet metal
material.

10. The invention according to claim 8 wherein said
frame structure compnses a first planar rectangular
unitary frame piece and a second planar rectangular
unitary frame piece and a plurality of cross members for
connection between the frame pieces and separable
therefrom to complete the rectangular frame structure.

11. The invention according to claim 10 wherein each
of said frame pieces carries a plurality of rail members
defining said slide guide means.

12. The invention according to claim 11 wherein each
of said frame pieces is formed from a plurality of tubular
members connected together to form said frame piece,
at least some of said tubular members being rectangular
in cross section to define an upper horizontal surface,
said upper horizontal surface extending outwardly to
one side of said tubular member to define a respective
one of said rails.

13. The invention according to claim 8 wherein each
of said slide guide means comprises an upper rail mem-
ber for engaging a rib member on an upper surface of a
core member and a lower rail member for engaging a
rib member on a lower surface of a core member, at
least one of said upper and lower members including
spring biasing means for pressing the core member into
engagement with the other of the rail members and for
defining with said rib members on said core member
sealing means.

14. The invention according to claim 8 wherein each
of said core members comprises a substantially rectan-
gular body defined by said stacked planar plate por-
tions, said body including a first pair of rib members
along one surface thereof adjacent side edges of the
surface and a second pair of nb members on an opposed
surface along side edges thereof.

15. The invention according to claim 8 wherein each
of said door means includes a spring strip extending
around a periphery thereof for engaging end faces of
adjacent core members soO as to compress the core mem-
bers into the frame structure and so as to form a seal
therewith.

16. The invention according to claim 8, each of said
plate members being cut and formed from a single sheet
of a rigid sheet metal matenal to define said planar plate
portion which has a first pair of opposed parallel side
edges and a second pair of opposed parallel side edges
with the side edges of one pair being at night angles to
the side edges of the other pair, two first plate portions
each extending from said planar plate portion at a re-
spective one of said first pair of side edges at right an-
gles to said planar plate portion in the same direction
therefrom and to a substantially equal extent therefrom,
two second plate portions each extending from an edge
of a respective one of the first plate portions remote
from said planar plate portion 1n a direction at nght
angles thereto and so as to lie back over the planar plate
portion, two third plate portions each extending from
said planar plate portion at a respective one of said



Re. 33,912

11

second pair of side edges at right angles to said planar
plate portion in the same direction therefrom and to a
substantially equal extent therefrom, the third plate
portions extending in a direction opposite to the direc-
tion of the first plate portions, two fourth plate portions
each extending from an edge of a respective one of the
third plate portions remote from said planar plate por-
tion 1n a direction at right angles thereto and to lie back

over the planar plate portion, outermost edges of said °
third and fourth plate portions being rebated from a 10

respective adjacent one of said first pair of side edges by
distance greater than the extent of a respective one of
the second portions from the respective first portion, an
outside of one of said plate members being substantially
equal to an inside extent of said third plate portions from
said planar plate portion of a next adjacent one of said
plate members.

17. The invention according to claim 16 wherein the
first pair of side edges are substantially equal to the
second paitr of side edges to define a substantially square
plate portion and wherein the inside extent of the first
portions of the planar plate portion are substantially
equal to the outside extent of the third portions from the
planar plate portion of a single plate member.

18. The invention according to 16 wherein the first
pair of side edges are different in length from the second
pair of side edges to define a substantially rectangular
planar plate portion different from a square and wherein
there are provided first and second different types of

plate members with the first and third portions thereof 30

dimensioned to define different amount of spacing be-
tween each planar plate portion and its next adjacent
planar plate portion on one side relative to said each
planar plate portion and its next adjacent planar plate
portion on the other side.

19. The invention according to claim 16 wherein the
first and second plate portions extend along the full
extent of the respective one of the first pair of side
edges.

20. The invention according to claim 16 wherein the
third and fourth plate portions extend continuously
along the second pair of side edges from said rebated
outermost edges thereof.

21. A heat exchanger core for forming a first fluid path
and a second fluid path which is fluid imperviously sepa-
rated from the first fluid path and in heat exchanging
relation therewith, said core comprising a plurality of first
plate members and a plurality of second plate members,
each of said first and second plate members being formed
Jrom a substantially rigid sheet metal material and shaped
to define a planar plate with the first and second plate
members being assembled alternately so that the plates lie
in parallel stacked spaced relationship, the space between
the plate of each first plate member and the plate of a next
adjacent second plate member on one side defining a part
of the first fluid path and the space between the plate of
said each first plate member and the plate of the next
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adjacent second plate member on an opposed side defining
a part of the second fluid path, and a plurality of first and
second connecting means each first connecting means cou-
pling one of said first plate members 1o the next adjacent
second plate members on a respective side of said one of
said first plate members and defining between said one of
said first plate members and said next adjacent second
plate member a first and a second guiding wall each bridg-
ing the space between said one of the first plate members
and said next adjacent second plate member at a respective
one of two parallel edges of said one of the first plate mem-
ber and said next adjacent second plate member and form-
ing side edges of said part of the first fluid path, each
second connecting means defining between one of said first
plate members and the other of said next adjacent second
plate members a third and a fourth guiding wall each
bridging the space between said one of said first plate mem-
bers and said other of said next adjacent second plate
members at a respective one of two parallel edges of said
one of the first plate members which paralle! edges are ar
right angles to the parallel edges of the first and second
guiding walls, said third and fourth guiding walls forming
side edges of said part of the second fluid path, each said
first and second connecting means consisting solely of inte-
gral portions of at least one of said one of said first plate
members and said next adjacent second plate member and
including portions bent at right angles to said plates to
define said guiding walls and portions parallel to said
plates defining a pair of slots, each slot defined by a pair of
spaced parallel side surfaces, and a base connecting said
side surfaces along adjacent edges of said side surfaces
leaving an open mouth along said side surfaces opposite
said base, the side surfaces lying paralle! to said plates and
the base [ying generally ar right angles to the plates with the
base of one slot of the pair being paraliel to the base of the
other slot of the pair and spaced across the width of the
plates, such that each first plate memaber is connected to the
next adjacent second plate member by sliding movement in
a direction parallel to the plates with portions of one of said
Jfirst plate member and said next adfacent second plate
member entered into engagement with said side surfaces of
sard slot thus holding said plates against any movement in
a direction at right angles to said plates.

22. The core according to claim 21 wherein the base of
each slot lies parallel to the guiding wall of the respective
connecting means such that each first plate member moves
into engagement with the next adjacent second plate mem-
ber by movement in a direction paralle! to the first and
second guiding walls and each second plate member moves
into engagement with the next adjacent first plate member
by movement in a direction parallel to the third and fourth
guiding walls.

23. The core according to claim 21 wherein each of the
slots extend substantially along the full length of an adja-

cent one of the guiding walls.
L * * # *
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