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[57] ABSTRACT

A storage hammock usable for a variety of purposes,
including the safe and effective storage of toys in a
child’s room, consists of an isosceles right triangular
body of netting bound along its edges so that when
suspended by its corners a pouch is formed thereby in
which objects may be stored. Rings for hanging the
hammock from a room corner are placed at each of the
apices of the triangular body member.

235 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
STORAGE HAMMOCK

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made
by reissue.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention generally relates to an appara-
tus used for storing items, and more particularly to a
tnangular hammock for storing toys or the like.

In the home, it is desirable to store items in a conve-
nient and orderly manner to provide a clean, neat, and
comfortable household. However, it is often difficult to
do so in those portions of the home occupied by small
children, especially if the children have a large quantity
of toys.

Conventional methods of storing toys and other items
in a child’s room involve the use of boxes, toy chests,
and shelving. Each of these methods presents particular
disadvantages. Boxes and toy chests are often unattrac-
tive and frequently occupy substantial quantities of
room space. Also, boxes, chests, and shelves seldom
permit easy access by the child to the toys, which usu-
ally remain hidden from sight. Finally, toy chests with
large, heavy lids are dangerous when used by small
children. A need has existed and continues to exist for a
storage apparatus usable in a child’s room which avoids
the above-described problems. The present invention
satisfies this need, as described herein below.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It is an object of the present invention to provide an
improved, attractive storage device usable for storing a
child’s toys.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a storage device for toys which is inexpensive to
manufacture.

It 18 another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a storage device for toys which facilitates the
maintenance of a child’s room in a neat and orderly
condition.

It is another object of the present invention to pro-
vide a storage device for toys which is safe and effective
when used around children, lacking rough edges and
small, detachable components, and permitting easy ac-
cess by the child to his toys.

It 1s a further object of the present invention to pro-
vide a storage device for toys which permits a child’s
toys, including stuffed animals, to be attractively dis-
played and which occupies a small amount of room
space.

These and other objects are achieved in the present
invention, which comprises a storage device for toys in
the form of a triangular hammock. The hammock has a
center region defining a pouch for the placement of toys
therein. The hammock is formed of a triangular piece of
water-resistant netting material having selectively gath-
ered edges secured within a flexible binding strip. The
hammock i1s adapted to be suspended from its apices
from the walls of a room above the floor, preferably in
a Corner.

Such a hammock provides a storage device for toys
which 1s safe, attractive, inexpensive, and permits easy
access to the stored toys by the child. The structural
features of the hammock are described in detail herein
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a hammock con-
structed in accordance with the invention suspended in
the corner of the room.

FI1G. 2 is a top plan view of a hammock.

FIG. 3 is an enlarged top plan view of a corner of the
hammock.

FIG. 4 1s an enlarged sectional view taken along line
4—4 of FIG. 2.

FIG. 5 is a top plan view of an unassembled triangu-
lar section of netting as cut to form a hammock in accor-
dance with the invention.

FIG. 6 is a top plan view of the triangular section of
netting of FIG. § illustrating how the edges are selec-
tively gathered to construct a specific example of a
hammock of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

With reference to FIGS. 1 and 2, the illustrated ham-
mock 10 includes a triangular body member 12 having a
center portion 14 formed of netting 16, preferably of a
durable, water-resistant material such as nylon, rayon,
olifin or similar synthetic material. The center portion
14 is gathered at portions of its edges in a2 manner to be
described so that when suspended, the center portion
forms a pouch 15 in which the articles to be stored, such
as a stuffed animal 17 shown in FIG. 1, may be placed.
The edges of the center portion 14 are bound within an
overfolded bias binding 18 which preferably is of a
flexible, non-elastic fabric or similar material.

A suitable material for the center portion 14 consists
of two inch mesh, size 60 or 63 knotless brailing netting,
although netting of a different size and type obviously
may be used. To provide added strength, the individual
strands of the netting can be braided or woven In an
interlocking arrangement (not shown).

In constructing the hammock 10, a flat, triangular
section of the netting 16 is initially provided, as shown
in FIG. §. So that the hammock 10 will form the pouch
18, the edges of the netting 16 are selectively gathered
at some locations and stretched at others, as shown 1n
FIG. 6, and the edges bound within a bias binding 18 as
indicated in FIG. 4. The amount and extent of gathering

and stretching may be varied, depending on the desired
size and depth of the pouch 18. The binding 18 prefera-
bly comprises a bias cut strip of decorative fabric or
other suitable flexible inelastic material, longitudinally
folded over the peripheral edges of the netting 16 and
sewn thereto, as shown in FIG. 4. Because of the gath-
ering of the netting 16, the length of the netting strands
will be greater than the distance between the bound
ends of the strands when the hammock 1s suspended by
its corners with the edges substantially straight and
horizontal, as shown in FIG. 1, whereby the center
portion of the netting will form the pouch 15, as shown.
In a child’s room, the hammock 10 is securable in a
variety of locations. Ideally, the hammock 10 is secured
to the walls 20 1n a corner 22 of the room, as shown in
FIG. 1. Hanging means, such as a ring 28, is secured to
each of the apices 26 by a flexible fabric loop 24, as best
shown in FIG. 3. The rings 28 are adapted to engage
wall-mounted hooks 34, as shown in FIG. 3.

EXAMPLE

A hammock was constructed in accordance with the
invention as follows:
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Referring to FIGS. 5 and 6, a size 63 nylon brailing
netting of two inch mesh (as measured on the diagonal
with the netting stretched) was cut when stretched flat
into an isosceles right triangle having lateral sides A and
B of 19 meshes extending along the bias of the netting
with strand joints intact, and a hypotenuse C of 37
meshes extending along a strand of the netting. To form
a pouch in the suspended hammock, the edges of the
netting were sewn within the binding 18 with the first
16 meshes of sides A and B from the apex X formed
thereby gathered to 1.375 inches apart, and with the last
three meshes closest to the apices Y and Z formed with
the hypotenuse C spaced at two inches. The hypotenuse
C was sewn within the binding 18 with the first six
meshes adjacent the apices Y and Z gathered to 1.25
inches and the middle 25 meshes gathered to one inch
apart. A hammock of this configuration, when sus-
pended with the sides stretched straight, will form a
pouch about six inches deep.

The hammock of the invention, as described above,
offers numerous benefits. Specifically, it enables a
child’s stuffed animals and dolls to be stored in a decora-
tive manner. The pouch configuration of the hammock
permits the dolls or stuffed animals to be positioned in
an attractive, upright position. Being manufactured of
netting, the invention enables a child to see the dolls or
stuffed animals from any location in the room. The soft
fabric construction and method of installing the inven-
tion minimizes the possibility that a child will acciden-
tally hit the invention and become injured.

The hammock may be installed at variable elevations
above the floor in a child’s room. Average installation
time is approximately 5-10 minutes, requiring minimal
skill. In addition, the hammock can be used for purposes
other than the storage of dolls or toys. By varying the
construction materials of the hammock, its weight ca-
pacity can range from 30 to 300 pounds. The hammock
can be used in boats, motor homes, or other places
where storage is needed. When used in a bathroom, the
hammock provides an effective place to store bath toys
or similar items. The meshed construction of the ham-
mock permits such items to dry at a rapid rate.

Although the invention has been illustrated and de-
scribed in a preferred embodiment, it will be recognized
that variations and changes in arrangement and detail
may be made., We claim all such modifications as come
within the scope of the attached claims.

We claim:

1. A hammock comprising:

a triangular body member comprised of flexible mate-
ral, said body member having a center portion
comprised of netting;

a flexible inelastic binding extending about the pe-
ripheral edge of said center portion and secured
thereto; and

means attached to the apices of said triangular body
member for hanging said body member with the
corners thereof substantially in a horizontal plane,
the length of each of the strands of said netting
being greater than the distance between the points
of securement of the ends of a strand to said bind-

ing as measured when said corners are in said plane
and each of the bound edges is substantially

straight whereby said body member will define a
pouch for retaining articles placed therein.
2. The hammock of claim 1 wherein said netting
comprises two inch mesh.
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3. The hammock of claim 2 wherein said netting is
comprised of water-resistant material.

4. The hammock of claim 1 wherein said means for
hanging said body member comprises a ring attached to
each of said apices of said triangular body member.

3. A hammock comprising:

a body portion comprising a right triangular section
of flexible netting and flexible inelastic binding
secured to the edges of said netting along the full
extent thereof:

said binding being of lesser length than the periphery
of said netting;

said netting edges being gathered within said binding
whereby, when said hammock is suspended from
its corners with the bound edges extending substan-
tially horizontally and straight, said netting forms a
pouch for retaining objects.

6. The hammock of claim § further comprising at-
tachment means at the apices of said body portion for
hanging said hammock in position to receive said ob-
jects.

7. The hammock of claim 6 wherein said attachment
means comprises a plurality of hanging members, one at
each of said apices, for attachment to cooperative sus-
pending elements in the wall of a room.

8. The hammock of claim 7 wherein said hanging
members each comprise a ring.

9. A hammock comprising:

a triangular body member comprised of flexible mate-
rial, said body member having a center portion
comprising a triangular section made of netting, the
edges of said netting being selectively gathered
whereby the distance along each gathered edge is
less than the normal length of such edge;

a binding comprising a strip of flexible material longi-
tudinally folded over and secured to the peripheral
gathered edges of said netting; and

means at the corners of said body member for hang-
ing the same from a support with the corners sub-
stantially in a horizontal plane whereby said net-
ting will form a pouch for receiving articles.

10. A hammock comprising:

a triangular body member comprised of flexible mate-
rial, said body member having a center portion
comprising an isosceles right triangular section of
two inch mesh netting, said triangular section hav-
ing lateral first and second sides, and a hypotenuse,
said hypotenuse extending along a strand of said
netting and said lateral sides extending along the
bias of said netting adjacent the junction of inter-
laced net strands, said first and second sides having
19 mesh openings, with said hypotenuse having 37
mesh openings;

a flexible, inelastic binding along the peripheral edges
of said netting, said binding comprising a strip of
material longitudinally folded over and secured to
the peripheral edges of said netting, the first 16
mesh junctions on said first and second sides from
the junction of said sides being secured to said
binding spaced apart 1.375 inches with the four
mesh junctions of said first and second sides closest
to said hypotenuse being spaced apart two inches,
the first six mesh strands at each end of said hypote-
nuse being secured to said binding spaced apart
1.25 inches, with the middle 25 mesh strands being
spaced apart one inch;

whereby when suspended from its corners with said
sides stretched substantially horizontally and
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straight said center portion will form a pouch for said binding including a strip of flexible inelastic mate-
receiving and holding objects; rial, with at least a portion of said peripheral edge of
and means attached to the apices of said triangular the center portion gathered along said binding; and
body member for hanging said storage apparatus in means for hanging said hammock in a position to receive
position to receive said articles to be stored, said 3 said toys, whereby when said hammock is hung with
means comprising a plurality of rings, one at each said toys displayed therim‘n, a pouch is formed in said
of said apices. haﬁm:;ack in which said toys are supported and re-
lainedq.

11. A hammock comprising:

a body member having an outer peripheral edge and a 19. The decorative storage device of claim 18 wherein

center portion of a flexible netting with a plurality of 10 said means is adagted Jor attachment to cooperative sus-
strands;: pending elements in at least one wall of a room.

. . . 20. The decorative storage device of claim 18 wherein the
said cenier portion tlremg secure.d and gathered at least sides of said body member form a generally triangular

partially along said outer peripheral edge of said body shape

mem:e r by a flexible i;te!asgiezfn:ing 0 df-f"e ¢ 15 '21 : | A toy storage hammock comprising:

pouch for retaining articles p therein; an bodv membe My i les shape havine at
means attached to said body member at more than two @ bocy member of a generally isosceles shape having a

, _ _ ) least three sides, an outer peripheral edge, a center
points along said outer peripheral edge for hanging portion of a flexible netting and a flexible inelastic

said body member with said points thereof substan- binding;
tially in a horizontal plane, the lengths of some of the 50 s4id center portion being secured along said outer pe-
strands being greater than the distance between said ripheral edge of said body member by said flexible
points for hanging said body member as measured inelastic binding for strengthening, reinforcing and
along said outer peripheral edge when said binding is high-lighting said outer peripheral edge;
substantially straight, whereby when said body mem- attaching means connected to each apex of said body
ber is hung, said body member will be suspended with 35 member along said flexible inelastic binding for at-
said pouch defined for retaining said articles placed taching said apices of said body member substantially
therein. in a horizontal plane; and .
12. The hammock of claim 11 wherein said flexible said body member configured with said isosceles shape to
netting includes a water-resistant material. be attached on opposed walls in a corner of a room
13. The hammock of claim 11 wherein said flexible 30 such that when said body member is hung in said
netting includes approximately two inch mesh. corner, said body member will form a pouch for re-
14. The hammock of claim 11 wherein said body mem- taining and displaying toy articles placed therein.
ber is of a generally triangular shape. 22. The hammock of claim 21 wherein said flexible
13. A hammock comprising: inelastic binding includes a strip of flexible material longi-

a multi-sided body member including at least three 35 tudinally folded over and secured to said outer peripheral
sides, a flexible inelastic binding running along an edge of said flexible netting.

outer peripheral edge of said body member and a 23. The hammock of claim 21 further comprising means
center portion of flexible netting; attached to said body member at said apices for suspending
said binding being of a lesser length than the outer pe- said hammock to receive said articles placed within said

40 pouch to be retained therein.

24. In combination, a decorative storage device and a
number of toys, including stuffed animals, supported
therein, which comprises:

a plurality of toys;

45 @ hammock including a generally isosceles-shaped body
member having at least three sides, a binding and
center portion,;

said center portion comprising flexible netting and in-
cluding an outer peripheral edge;

said binding including a strip of flexible inelastic mate-
rial longitudinally folded over and secured to said
outer peripheral edge of said flexible netting for

ripheral edge of said center portion; and

said flexible netting having an edge being at least par-
tially gathered within said binding so that when said
hammock is suspended from more than two points
along said sides of said multi-sides body member, with
said sides extending substantially horizontally and
straight, said flexible netting forms a pouch for retain-

 ing objects therein.

16. The hammock of claim 15 further comprising means

attached to said body member at said points of said multi- 50

sided body member for suspending said hammock to re-

ceive articles placed within said pouch to be retained

therein. | strengthening and reinforcing said outer peripheral
17. The hammock of claim 15 wherein said multi-sided edge;
body member is of a generally triangular shape. 55  attaching means connected to each apex of said body
18. In combination a decorative storage device and a member for hanging said hammock in a position to
number of toys, including stuffed animals, supported receive said toys; and
therein, which comprises: said hammock and said attaching means configured to
a plurality of toys; Jorm a pouch by said body member in which said toys
a hammock including a body member having at least &0 are supported and retained.
three sides in a polygonal configuration, a binding and 25. The decorative storage device of claim 24 wherein
a center portion; said means is adapted for attachment to cooperative sus-
said center portion comprising deformable netting and  pending elements on opposed walls in a corner of a room,
including an outer peripheral edge; A S S
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