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(57] ABSTRACT

A method for driving a liquid crystal element including
a ferroelectric liquid crystal sandwiched between a pair
of substrates having electrodes on their opposite sur-
faces is disclosed. A pulse voltage for defining the light
transmitting state of the liquid crystal element is applied
to the ferroelectric liquid crystal. Before and/or after
the application of the pulse voltage, the ferroelectric
liquid crystal is applied with a voltage signal which
renders the average value of voltages applied to the
ferroelectric liquid crystal equal to zero.
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METHOD FOR DRIVING LIQUID CRYSTAL
ELEMENT EMPLOYING FERROELECTRIC
LIQUID CRYSTAL

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made
by reissue.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a liquid crystal ele-
ment and in particular relates to a method for driving a
liquid crystal element employing a ferroelectric liquid
crystal.

As examples of ferroelectric liquid crystals are
known liquid crystals exhibiting chiral smectic C-phase
(Sm*C) and chiral smectic H-phase (Sm*C) as shown in
Table 1.

TABLE 1
(n: integer)
s
CsH32, 410 @ CH=N @ CH=CHCOCH;*CHC>Hs
Example: n = 14 TDOBAMBC
n= 12 DDOBAMBC
n =10 DOBAMBC
n=8 QOOBAMBC
n=6 HOBAMBC
0
CuH224+10 @ CH=N @ CH=CHCOCH2'(|ZCH3
Cl
Example: n =6 HOBACPC
n = |0 DOBACPC
Cl
lD CHj
|

l
C,Hz2, +10 @ CH=N @ CH=CCOCH;*CHC;,Hs

Example: n =8 OOBAMBCC
N=CO CH;
C,Hzp4+ 10 @ CH=N @ CH-—"=(|ZPZOCH2*(|3HC1H5
Example: n = 10 DOBAMBCC
=CO CH;

| |
C,H2p 10 @ CH=N @ CH=CCCH,;*CHC,Hjs

Example: n = 14 TDOBAMBCC

States of these ferroelectric liquid crystal molecules g0

when subjected to an electric field are described in Neol
A. Clark et al: “Submicrosecond bistable electro-optic
switching in liquid crystals”, Appl. Phys. Lett. Vol. 36,
No. 11, June 1980, p.p. 899 to 901, for example, FIG. 1a
to FIG. 1c shows these states.

As shown in FIG. 1b, when an electric field E 1s not
applied, ferroelectric liquid crystal molecules 1 are heli-
cally oriented at an angle @ to the axis of helix 2. The
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2
angle 0 is 20° to 25°, for example, in the case of DO-
BAMBC.

As shown in FIG. 1a, when an electric field E ex-
ceeding the threshold electric field Ecis applied to the
ferroelectric liquid crystal molecules 1 thus oriented,
the molecules 1 are aligned on a plane perpendicular to
the direction of the electric field E with each long mo-
lecular axis having an angle @ with respect to the helix
axis 2. When the polarity of the electric field E is re-
versed as shown in FIG. 1c, the ferroelectric liqud
crystal molecules 1 are reversely aligned on the plane
perpendicular to the direction of the electric field E
with each long molecular axis having an angle 8 to the
helix axis 2.

This phenomenon takes place at fast speed. It 1s
known that ferroelectric liquid crystal molecules may
respond to a voltage pulse having a pulse width in the
order of microsecond if an electric field of sufficient
magnitude is applied to the molecules. Accordingly, it is
expected to use ferroelectric liquid crystals to a large-
sized display having a number of pixels (picture ele-
ments), optical shutter, polarizer and so on. Heretofore,
however, the relationship between applied voltage and
light transmitting state has not been made clear. In
addition, a practical voltage suitable to drive the ferro-
electric liquid crystals was also unclear.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide a
method for driving a liquid crystal element employing a
ferroelectric liquid crystal, in which deterioration of the
ferroelectric liquid crystal is prevented and a desired
light transmitting state can be rapidly attained. The
invention is based on the relationship between an ap-
plied voltage and the light transmitting state of a ferro-
electric liquid crystal which has been found by the

present inventors.

According to the present invention, there is provided
a method for driving a liquid crystal element including
a ferroelectric liquid crystal interposed between a pair
of substrates which have electrodes on their confront-
ing surfaces, said method comprising, a first step of
applying to said ferroelectric liquid crystal a puise volt-
age which defines the light transmitting state of said
liquid crystal element, and a second step of applying to
said ferroelectric liquid crystal before and/or after said
first step a voltage which renders the average value of
voltages applied to said ferroelectric liquid crystal equal
to zero.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present invention will now be described in con-
junction with the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIGS. 1a to 1c illustrate states of ferroelectric hiquid
crystals with respect to applied electric fields;

FIG. 2 shows the sectional view of an example of a
liquid crystal element to which the present invention
may be applied;

FIGS. 3a and 3b illustrate the relationship between
the direction of the helix axis of ferroelectric liquid
crystal molecules and the polarization directions of
polarizers;

FIG. 4 shows an example of light transmitting char-
acteristics of a ferroelectric liquid crystal to which the
present invention may be applied;

FIGS. 5a and 5b illustrate the response of the light
transmitting state of a ferroelectric liquid crystal for a
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pulse voltage to which the present invention may be
applied;

FIGS. 6a and 6b illustrate the response of the light
transmitting state for pulse voltage trains;

FIGS. 7a and 7b illustrate driving waveforms in ac- 5
cordance with to a first embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 8 illustrates an example of practical circuit for
realizing the driving waveform illustrated in FIGS. 7a
and 7b: 10

FIG. 9 shows time charts for respective signals ap-
pearing in the circuit illustrated in FIG. 8;

FIGS. 10a and 10b illustrate driving waveforms in
accordance with a second embodiment of the present
imvention; 15

FIGS. 11a and 11b illustrate driving waveforms in
accordance with a third embodiment of the present
Invention:

FIGS. 12a and 12b illustrate driving waveforms in
accordance with a forth embodiment of the present 20
invention; and

FIGS. 13a and 13b illustrate driving waveforms in
accordance with a fifth embodiment of the present in-
vention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

The present invention is based on the under-men-
tioned experimental facts which have been found by the
present inventors. 30

As shown in FIG. 2, a transparent electrode having
the thickness of 500 to 1000 A composed of In;O3 or
SnQ;, or the combination thereof or the like is provided
on the confronting faces of a pair of substrates 121 and
122 composed of glass, plastic or the like. In addition, an 35
orientating film 14 having the thickness of 100 to 1000 A
composed of an organic resin, SiO; or the like is pro-
vided as occasion demands. The DOBAMBC 10 which
is one of ferroelectric liquid crystals, is inserted into the
gap of approximately 10 um between the substrates 121 40
and 122 at 73° to 90° C. where the DOBAMBC 10 takes
the chiral smectic C phase exhibiting ferroelectricity.
Numeral 15 denotes a sealing agent for sealing the DO-
BAMBC 10. The orientating film 14 has been subjected
to orientating process so that the helix axis 2 of the 45
ferroelectric liquid crystal molecules may be approxi-
mately parallel to the substrates 121 and 122. In addi-
tion, polarizers 131 and 132 are placed ad jacent to the
faces other than those provided with the transparent
electrodes 11 of the substrates 121 and 122. The over- 50
lapped portion of the upper and lower transparent elec-
trodes 11 forms a light transmitting portion and forms a
picture element in the case of a display element.

As shown in FIG. 3, the polarization direction 31 of
the polarizer 131 is crossed to the polarization direction 55
32 of the polarizer 132. In addition, the polarization
direction of one of the polarizers is so placed as to
nearly coincide with the direction of the long axis of the
ferroelectric liquid crystal molecules 1 when an electric
field exceeding the threshold electric field |Ec| of the 60
terroelectric liquid crystal is applied. In FIGS. 3a and
3b, the polarization direction 31 of the polarizer 131 is
30 placed as to coincide with the direction of the long
axis of the ferroelectric liquid crystal molecules 1 when
an electric field is applied in the downward direction 65
normal to the paper. Hereafter, an electric field in this
direction is represented as —E by adding the minus
sign. In addition, description will be made referring to a

25
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liquid crystal element having the structure illustrated in
FIG. 2 as an example. However, the present invention is
not limited to such an element. For example, the present
Invention may be applied to the case where dichroic
dye composed of a mixture of one or more kinds includ-
ing anthraquinone derivative, azo derivative, diazo de-
rivative, merocyanine derivative, tetrazine derivative is
mixed into the ferroelectric liquid crystal 10 in FIG. 2.
In this case, it is permitted not to use the polarizer 132.
In addition, a reflector may be placed adjacent to the
substrate 122 instead of the polarizer 132. Further, in
this case, an optimum orientation angle @ of the ferro-
electric liquid crystal molecule to the helix axis is 45°.

In FIG. 3a, an electric field of —E is applied to the
ferroelectric liquid crystal molecule. At this time, the
light (natural light) incident in the direction normal to
the paper from the front side is polarized in the polariza-
tion direction 31 by the upper polarizer 131 to yield
linearly-polarized light having an oscillation component
only in the long axis direction of the ferroelectric liquid
crystal molecule 1. The light transmits through the
liquid crystal layer 10 as the linearly-polarized 1i ght in
accordance with the refractive index n|| in the long
axis direction.

Thereafter, the light reaches the lower polarizer 132.
Since the polarization direction 32 of this polarizer 132
18 perpendicular to the polarization direction 31 of the
polarizer 131, the light is interrupted so that dark ap-
pearance 1s exhibited in the display element.

In FIG. 3b, an electric field of +E is applied. In this
case, the long axis of the ferroelectric liquid crystal
molecule 1 coincides with neither the polarization axis
31 of the upper polarizer 131 nor the polarization axis 32
of the lower polarizer 132. Among the linearly-pola-
rized light obtained by the upper polarized 131, a li ght
component in the long axis direction of the ferroelectric
liquid crystal molecule passes through the liquid crystal
layer 10 with its refractive index n|| in the long axis
direction and a light component in the short axis passes
through the layer 10 with its refractive index nl in the
short axis direction. Accordingly, the light passed
through the liquid crystal layer 10 becomes elliptically-
polarized light. Since the elliptically-polarized light
includes a light component passing through the lower
polarizer 132, there looks bright in the case of a display
element.

In this way, a switch between the bright and dark
states can be effected by the application of +F or —E.
Thus, the liquid crystal element can serve as a display
element, an optical shutter or a polarizer element. When
no electric field is applied, the liquid crystal element
exhibits a nearly intermediate level of brightness be-
tween the bright and dark states. These phenomena will
be hereafter referred to as “electro-optical effect of
ferroelectric liquid crystal”. Taking a display element as
an example, the effect will be described in the follow-
Ing.

The present inventor’s investigation of this electro-
optical effect has revealed its characteristics as shown in
FIG. 4. That is to say, as a voltage V¢ applied to the
terroelectric liquid crystal is increased from zero volts,
the brightness B increases. When the voltage exceeds
the threshold voltage + V¢, the brightness B assumes a
constant value. In the same way, the brightness B de-
creases as the applied voltage is increased in its negative
direction. When the applied voltage exceeds the thresh-
old voltage — V¢, the brightness assumes a lower con-
stant value.
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Succeedingly, for the purpose of investigating the
response of the ferroelectric liquid crystal to a pulse
voltage Vp, a positive voltage pulse Vp having a peak
value which is larger than the threshold voltage V¢ as
shown in FIG. Sa has been applied to the ferroelectric
liquid crystal. Then, it has been revealed that the bright-
ness B rapidly increases with a short rise time t;’ just
after the application of the pulse voltage Vp while the
recovery time t3’ after the removal of the pulse voltage
Vpis long as illustrated in FIG. 5a.

For example, the present inventors have experimen-
tally ascertained t;"=120 us and t3’ =8 ms when a pulse
voltage Vp having the peak value of 15 V higher than
the threshold voltage of 5 to 10 V and the pulse width
to t,’ =500 us 1s applied to the ferroelectric liquid crys-
tal.

Also for the response toc a negative pulse voltage
—V p, it has been found that as shown in FIG. 5b, the
response to the removal of the pulse voltage is slow as
compared with that to the application of the pulse volt-
age, thereby resulting in a long recovery time.

When pulse voltage trains as shown in FIGS. 6a and
6b are applied to the ferroelectric liquid crystal, the
average brightness brought about by the positive pulse
train illustrated in FIG. 6a is largely different from that
brought about by the negative pulse train illustrated in
FIG. 6b. Therefore, it is possible to establish two light
transmitting states, i.e., the bright state and the dark
state.

For obtaining a favorable display by such a method,
the repetition period of the pulse voltages applied to the
ferroelectric liquid crystal must be 30 ms or less to be
free of display flicker.

In such a driving method, however, unless the dura-
tion of bright display state is equal to that of dark dis-
play state in a display section, the voltage V¢ applied
to the ferroelectric liquid crystal will include a DC
component. In extreme cases, a positive DC component
1s always apphied to picture element taking always the
bright display state while a negative DC component is
always applied to a picture element taking always the
dark display state.

It 1s well known that when a DC component is ap-
plied to a liquid crystal element during the driving
thereof, the deterioration of the element is accelerated
because of an electrochemical reaction, thereby result-
ing in a reduced life. Thus, the method illustrated in
FI1G. 6 provides a serious drawback 1n respect of the life

of the liquid crystal element.

EMBODIMENT 1

FIG. 7 shows driving waveforms according to a first
embodiment of the present invention, wherein immedi-
ately before the pulse voltage V pillustrated in FIG. 6, a
pulse voltage — V pof opposite polarity having the same
pulse width and pulse height as the pulse voltage Vpis
applied.

FIG. 7a shows the relationship between the voltage
Vi c applied to the ferroelectric liquid crystal (which
transmits the incident light, 1.e. presents bright display
in the case of a display element) and the light transmit-
ting state (brightness B) of the hiquid crystal element
illustrated in FIG. 2. FIG. Tb shows the relationship
between the applied voltage V¢ and the brightness B
when the incident light is interrupted, i.e. dark display is
effected in the case of a display element.

Referring to FIG. 7a, when a negative pulse voltage
with a peak value —V,(5 to 20 V) and a pulse width T)
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(500 to 1000 us) is applied to the ferroelectric liquid
crystal at time t,, the brightness once becomes dark.
However, by the application of a positive pulse voltage
with the peak value Vpand the pulse width T at time t;,
the liquid crystal abruptly exhibits dark appearance.
After the applied voltage is removed at time t3, the
brightness is gradually decreased. By repeating such an
operation with such a predetermined period (1 to 30 ms)
at which flicker 1s prevented, it is possible to obtain
sufficiently high average brightness.

Since the pulse voltage — V p having an opposite po-
larity but the same absolute value as compared with the
pulse voltage V pfor defining the light transmitting state
i1s applied to the ferroelectric liquid crystal within the
predetermined period T, the average value of voltages
applied to the ferroelectric liquid crystal becomes zero.
Because of complete absence of any DC component.
the deterioration of ferroelectric liquid crystal due to
the electrochemical reaction is not incurred.

Further, in the present embodiment, just before the
application of the pulse voltage V p which defines the
light transmitting state, the pulse voltage —Vp is ap-
plied which has an opposite polarity and the same pulse
width and pulse height as compared with the pulse
voltage Vp. As shown in FIG. 7b, therefore, it 1s possi-
ble to obtain a light intercepting state by merely invert-
ing the polarnty of the pulse voltage.

FIG. 8 shows an example of practical circuit for
realizing the driving waveform illustrated in FIG. 7.

In FIG. 8, numeral 81 denotes an exclusive OR gate,
82 an inverter, 83 and 84 AND gate, Qy, Q2, Q3 and Q4
switching transistors, Rj, R; and Rj resistors, A, B and
C input terminals. E an output terminal, and L.C denotes
a liquid crystal element connected to the output term-
nal E.

Table 2 shows the output voltage E for respective
combinations of signals appearing in the circuit shown
in FIG. 8. FIG. 9 shows respective signal waveforms.

TABLE 2

Output
Voltage E

A
0
0
]
1
0
0
1
]

SN = WO - R N .
—m——_ocooo|lq

D
0
0
1
]
1
1
0
0

OO = =00 o]0)

H
0
]
0
0
0
0
0
]

The signal A defines the pulse width, the signal B
defines the timing at which the pulse voltage is output-
ted, and the signal C defines the phase of the output
voltage E. It is possible to define the light transmitting
state by controlling the signal C.

EMBODIMENT 2

FIG. 10 shows drniving waveforms according to a
second embodiment of the present invention. FIGS. 10a
and 10b correspond to the bright display and the dark
display, respectively.

The difference of the present invention from the first
embodiment illustrated in FIG. 7 is that the pulse hight
V p1 of the pulse voltage of opposite polarity which to
be applied in order to suppress the DC component in
the voltage applied to ferroelectric liquid crystal is
chosen to be smaller than the threshold voltage V¢ and
the pulse width of the pulse voltage of opposite polarity
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1s correspondingly expanded. In order to eliminate the
DC component, the DC component S; of the positive
pulse must have the same absolute value as the DC
component S; of the negative pulse as represented by
equation (1).

51=-§; (D

In this embodiment as well, the average value of
voltages applied to the ferroelectric liquid crystal be-
comes zero. Thus, there exists no DC component. Ac-
cordingly, deterioration of the ferroelectric liquid crys-
tal is not incurred. In addition, a desired light transmit-
ting state can be rapidly obtained.

Further, in this embodiment, the peak value of the
pulse voltage for suppressing the DC component is

smaller than the threshold voltage V. the ferroelectric
liquid crystal. Therefore, the contrast ratio obtained in

this embodiment is larger than that obtained in the first
embodiment.

EMBODIMENT 3

FIG. 11 shows drive waveforms according to a third
embodiment of the present invention. FIGS. 11a and
11b correspond to the bright display and the dark dis-
play, respectively.

FIG. 11 as well, the DC component S; of the pulse
voltage for defining the light transmitting state of a
liquid crystal element has an opposite polarity and the
same absolute value as compared with the DC compo-
nent (S2+S53+S4) of other voltage signals as repre-
sented by equation (2).

S1=—(82+53+54) (2)

EMBODIMENT 4

FIG. 12 shows driving waveforms according to a
fourth embodiment of the present invention. FIGS. 12a
and 12b correspond to the bright display and the dark
display, respectively.

In FIG. 12 as well, the DC component S of the pulse
voltage for the light transmitting state of a liquid crystal
element has an opposite polarity and the same absolute
value as compared with the DC component
(52+S3+ 54+ 85+ S¢) of other voltage signals as repre-
sent by equation (3).

S1=—(82+534 5S4+ S5+ S¢) (3

EMBODIMENT 5

FIG. 13 shows driving waveforms according to a
fifth embodiment of the present invention. FIGS. 13a
and 13b correspond to the bright display and the dark
display, respectively.

in FIG. 13 as well, the DC component S; of the pulse
voltage for defining the light transmitting state of a
hiquid crystal element has an opposite polarity and the
same absolute value as compared with the DC compo-
nent Sz of another voltage signal as represented by the
equation (1).

Similar effects to those of the preceding embodiments
can be obtained in this embodiment as well. In addition,
a larger contrast ratio is obtained since the period tp
during which the pulse voltage for defining the light
transmitting state is applied is sufficiently long com-
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pared with the period during which the pulse voltage
for eliminating the DC component is applied.

In the first to fifth embodiments of the present inven-
tion heretofore described, the polarization direction 31
of the polarizer 131 is made to coincide with the long
axis direction of the ferroelectric liquid crystal molecule
subjected to the electric field —E. The polarization
direction 31 may coincide with the long axis direction
of the ferroelectric liquid crystal molecule subjected to
the electric field of +E. In this case, the bright display
and the dark display are replaced with each other in the
first to fifth embodiments.

In the first to fifth embodiments, a voltage signal for
eliminating the DC component has been applied imme-
diately before and/or after the application of the pulse
voltage for defining the light transmitting state of the
liquid crystal element. However, the application of such
a voltage signal is not limited to the above described
time sequence. The voltage signal for eliminating the
DC component may be applied at any time within the
period during which the pulse voltage for defining the
light transmitting state is applied. The present invention
may also be applied to the liquid crystal having a very
long rescovery time ty’ (t2'= ). In this case, it is possi-
ble to define the light transmitting state by applyin g the
pulse voltage one or more times only when the light
transmitting state is to be changed. Thereby, the driving
circuit may be simplified.

'The embodiments of the present invention have been
described in conjunction with the state drive. However,
the present invention may also be applied to dynamic
drive, such as line sequential scan or point sequential
scan. Further, the present invention is not restricted to
the DOBAMBC, but may be applied to other ferroelec-
tric liquid crystals including those shown in Table 1.

As heretofore described, it becomes possible accord-
Ing to the present invention to obtain a driving method
for a liquid crystal element in which the deterioration of
a ferroelectric liquid crystal may be prevented and a
desired light transmitting state may be rapidly attained.

We claim:

1. A method for driving a liquid crystal element in-
cluding a ferroelectric liquid crystal interposed between
a pair of substrates which have electrodes on their con-
fronting surfaces, said method comprising:

a first step of applying to said ferroelectric liguid
crystal a pulse voltage which defines the light
transmitting state of said liquid crystal element: and

a second step of applying to said ferroelectric liquid
crystal before and/or after said first step a voltage
signal which renders the average value of voltages
applied to said ferroelectric liquid crystal equal to
Zero.

2. A method according to claim 1, wherein the DC
component of said voltage signal has an opposite
polarity and the same absolute value as compared with
said pulse voltage.

3. A method according to claim 2, wherein said volt-
age signal has an opposite polarity, the same pulse width
and the same pulse height as compared with said pulse
voltage.

4. A method according to claim 1, wherein the pulse
height of said voltage signal is smaller than the thresh-
old voltage of said ferroelectric liquid crystal.

3. A method according to claim 1, wherein a period
during which said pulse voltage is applied is relatively
longer than that during which said voltage signal is
applied.
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6. A method according to claim 1, wherein said ferro-
electric liquid crystal includes one selected from a
group consisting of chiral smectic C-phase liquid crystal
and chiral smectic H-phase liquid crystal.

7. A method according to claim 1, wherein a dichroic
dye is mixed into said ferroelectric liquid crystal.

8. A method according to claim 1, wherein a polar-
izer is placed adjacent to at least one of said substrates.

9. A method according to claim 8, wherein the polar-
ization direction of said polarizer adjacent to one of said
substrates is made to nearly coincide with the direction
of the long molecular axis of said ferroelectric liquid
crystal when an electric field exceeding the threshold
voltage of said ferroelectric liquid crystal is applied.

10. A method for driving a liquid crystal element includ-
ing a liquid crystal interposed between a pair of substrates
which have electrodes on their confronting surfaces, smd
method comprising the steps of:

applying to said liquid crystal a first voltage signal of one

polarity which defines a light transmitting state of said
liqguid crystal element,; and

applying a second voltage signal to said liquid crystal

before and/or after the application of said first voltage
signal, said second voltage signal having an opposite
polarity to that of said first voltage signal and en-

abling maintenance of the light transmitting state of

said liquid crystal element defined by the application
of said first voltage signal.
11. A method according to claim 10, wherein said liquid
crystal is a ferroelectric liquid crystal.
12. A method according to claim 10, wherein said liguid
crystal element is driven dynamically.

13. A method according to claim 10, wherein said step of

applying the second voltage signal includes applying the
second voltage signal immediately before and/or immedi-
ately after the application of said first voltage signal.

14, A method according to claim 10, further comprising
the step of periodically repeating the application of said
first and second voltage signals.

15. A method according to claim 14, further comprising
the step of periodically repeating the application of said
first and second voltage signals.

16. A method according to claim 10, wherein the step of
applying the second voltage signal includes applying the
second voltage signal having a height at least equal to that
of a threshold voltage of said liguid crystal.

17. A method according to claim 13, wherein the step of

applying the second voltage signal includes applying the
second voltage signals having a height less than that of a
threshold voltage of said liquid crystal.

18. A method according to claim 17, further comprising
the steps of periodically repeating the application of said
first and second voltage signals.

19. A method according to claim 10, further comprising
the steps of applying to said liguid crystal a third voltage
signal of a polarity which changes the light transmitting
state of said liguid crystal element as defined by the appli-
cation of said first voltage signal, and applying a fourth
voltage signal to said liquid crystal before and/or after the
application of said third voltage signal, said fourth voltage
signal having an opposite polarity to that of said third
voltage signal and enabling maintenance of the changed
light transmitting state of said liguid crystal element as
obtained by the application of said third voltage signal.
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21. A method according to claim 19, further comprising
the step of periodically repeating at least one of the applica-
tion of said first and second voitage signals and the applica-
tion of said third and fourth pulse signals.

22. A method according to claim 19, wherein the steps of
applying the second voltage signal and the fourth voltage
signal includes at least one of applying the second voltage
signal having a height at least equal to that of a threshold

voltage of said liquid crystal and applying the fourth volt-
age signal having a height at least equal to that of a thresh-
old voltage of said liquid crystal

23. A method according to claim 22, further comprising
the step of periodically repeating at least one of the applica-
tion of said first and second voltage signals and the applica-
tion of said third and fourth voltage signals.

24. A method according to claim 22, wherein the steps of
applying the second voltage signal and the fourth voltage
signal includes at least one of applying the second voltage
signal having a height less than that of a threshold voltage
of said liquid crystal and applying the fourth pulse voltage
having a height at least equal to that of a threshold voltage
of said liquid crystal.

25. A method according to claim 24, further comprising
the step of periodically repeating at least one of the applica-
tion of said first and second voltage signals and the applica-
tion of said third and fourth voltage signals.

26. A method for driving a liquid crystal element includ-
ing a liguid crystal interposed between a pair of substrates
which have electrodes on their confronting surfaces, said
method comprising the steps of:

applying to said crystal a first voltage signal of one polar-

ity which defines a light transmitting state of said
liquid crystal element; and

applying a second voltage signal of an opposite polarity to

said liguid crystal before and/or after the application
of said first voltage signal so as to reduce an average
value of the voltage applied to said liguid crystal

27. A method according to claim 26, wherein said liquid
crystal is a ferroelectric liguid crystal.

28. A method according to claim 26, wherein the liquid
crystal is a ferroelectric liquid crystal and the step of apply-
ing said second voltage signal enables suppression of occur-
rence of an electrochemical reaction and deterioration of
said ferroelectric liquid crystal.

29. A method according to claim 26, wherein said liquid
crystal element is driven dynamically.

30. A method according to claim 26, wherein the the step
of applying the second voltage signal includes applying the
second voltage signal immediately before and/or immedi-
ately after the application of said first voltage signal.

31. A method according to claim 26, further comprising
the step of periodically repeating the application of said

first and second voltage signals.

32. A method according to claim 26, wherein the step of
applying the second voltage signal includes applying the
second voltage signal having a height at least equal to that
of a threshold voitage of said liquid crystal.

33. A method according to claim 32, further comprising

60 the step of periodically repeating the application of said

first and second voltage signals.

34. A method according to claim 26, wherein the step of
applying the second voltage signal includes applying the
second voltage signal having a height less than that of a

20. A method according to claim 19, wherein the step of 65 threshold voltage of said liquid crystal.

applying said fourth voltage signal includes applying said
fourth voltage signal immediately before and/or immedi-
ately after the application of said third voltage signal.

35. A method according to claim 34, further comprising
the step of periodically repeating the application of said

first and second voltage signal.
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36. A method according to claim 26, further comprising
the steps of applying to said liquid crystal a third voltage
ignal of a polarity which changes the light transmitting
tate of said liquid crystal element as defined by the appli-
‘ation of said first voltage signal, and applying a fourth
oltage signal to said liguid crystal before and/or after the
ipplication of said third voltage signal and having an oppo-
ite polarity to that of said third voltage signal so as to
educe an average value of the voltage applied to said liguid
rystal.

37. A method according to claim 36, wherein the step of
ipplying said fourth voltage signal includes applying said
ourth voltage signal immediately before and/or immedi-
itely after the application of said third voltage signal.

5
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33. A method according to claim 36, further comprising 15

he step of periodically repeating at least one of the applica-
ion of said first and second voitage signals and the applica-
ion of said third and fourth voltage signals.

39. A method according to claim 36, wherein the steps of
pplying the second voltage signal and the fourth voltage
ignal includes at least one of applying said second voltage

20

12

signal having a height at least equal to that of a threshold
voltage of said liquid crystal and applying said fourth voli-
age signal having a height at least equal to that of a thresh-
old voltage of said liguid crysial

 40. A method according to claim 39 Surther comprising
the step of periodically repeating at least one of the applica-
tion of said first and second voltage signals and said third
and fourth voltage signals.

41. A method according to claim 36, wherein the steps of
applying said second voltage signal and said fourth voltage
signal includes at least one of applying said second voltage
signal having a height less than that of a threshold voltage
of said liquid crystal and applying said fourth voltage sig-
nal having a height at least equal to that of a threshold
voltage of said liguid crystal.

42. A method according to claim 41, further comprising
the step of periodically repeating at least one of the applica-
tion of said first and second voltage signals and the applica-

tion of said third and fourth voltage signals,
* » o * x
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