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[57] ABSTRACT

A shoe sole construction which features an outer sole
(18) having at least one opening (26) through which a
protrusion (30) of a less dense midsole (16) extends. The
cutout area (26) of the more dense outsole (18) de-
creases the overall weight of the sole (12), while the less
dense protrusion (30) aids in cushioning the foot to
provide greater comfort and support. Other protrusions
(32 and 68) may aiso be provided through other open-
ings in the outsole to further lessen weight and increase
the cushioning effect on the foot. Additionally, grooves
(42) may be provided on the upper surface (40) of the
midsole (16) to increase flexibility of the sole (12) and
further aid in cushioning the foot and providing periph-
eral support where needed. The invention may be ap-
plied to athletic shoes (FIGS. 1-9), a woman’s high-
heeled shoe (FIGS. 10-14), or other footwear.

52 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets
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1
SHOE SOLE CONSTRUCTION

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made
by reissue.

This application is a division of application Ser. No.
147,140 filed May 6, 1980, now U.S. Pat. No. 4,335,530.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention is related to shoes and, more
particularly, is directed towards a new and improved
shoe sole construction which features novel midsole
and outsole structure.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Many shoe sole constructions have been advanced
which attempt to provide maximum comfort and stabil-
ity for the foot. Other constructions aim at achieving
maximum flexibility of the sole. Still other shoe sole
constructions, rotably in the field of running shoes,
attempt to provide as lightweight a shoe as possible
while achieving maximum foot stability, shock absorp-
tion, and outsole wear. Recently, greater attention has
been paid, particularly in the running shoe field,
towards providing greater shock absorption to mini-
mize the introduction of impact-induced shock compo-
nents back into the shoe, foot and leg of the runner.
Exemplary of the latter feature is the running shoe dis-
closed and claimed in my co-pending U.S. patent appli-
cation Ser. No. 935,584, filed Aug. 21, 1978, which is
expressly incorporated herein by reference.

A problem with the prior art footwear in general has
been that the requirements of comfort, stability, sup-
port, flexibility, lightweightness and long-wearability
are difficult to achieve in a single sole construction.
Frequently, one of the preceding goals may be achieved
in a particular sole design at the expense of another. For
example, it is known that to provide long-lasting out-
soles, the latter should be made of a relatively dense,
durable material which, it may be appreciated, limits its
flexibility and foot-cushioning ability. Although it is
also known, for example, in a running shoe to provide a
relatively dense, hard outsole with a softer midsole, the

ability of the soft midsole to cushion the foot during
foot-induced ground impact is necessarily limited by the

harder outsole which is positioned between the midsole
and the ground upon impact.

Women'’s high-heeled footwear, in particular, has a
long way to go to achieve maximum comfort for the
wearer. Due to the high-heeled design, women wearing
such shoes typically experience rather severe stresses in
their transverse metatarsal arches in the forefoot of the
shoe. This is due to the weight placed upon the metatar-
sal arches as a result of the elevated heel and instep.

Men’s footwear, albeit to a lesser degree, suffer from
many of the same deficiencies.

Accordingly, it may be appreciated that the prior art
footwear, especially the sole construction thereof, is
severely deficient in failing to achieve all of the desired
attributes mentioned above in a single sole construction.
It i1s towards this end that the present invention is ad-
vanced.

Prior art patents which may relate to the present
invention include: U.S. Pat. Nos. 2,199,853; 2,201,300:
and 2,745,197; British Pat. No. 19,548 (1891); German
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2
Pat. No. 680,698 (1939); and French Pat. No. 2,269,881
(19795).

OBJECTS AND SUMMARY OF THE
INVENTION

It is therefore a primary object of the present inven-
tion to provide a new and improved shoe sole construc-
tion which overcomes the disadvantages noted above
with respect to prior art footwear.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a shoe sole construction with greatly improved comfort
for the foot by means of improved foot cushioning.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a shoe sole construction having increased foot comfort,
stability and support without sacrificing outsole wear,
sole flexibility, and lightweightness.

An additional object of the present invention is to
provide a shoe sole construction for a running shoe
which is lightweight and flexible without sacrificing
outsole wear, shock absorption, foot comfort, stability
and support.

A still additional object of the present invention is to
provide a novel and unique midsole-outsole construc-
tion which maximizes foot cushioning and comfort, sole
flexibility, and foot support while maintaining high
outsole wear capabilities in an overall lightweight con-
struction.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a women’'s high-heeled shoe sole construction which
alleviates much of the transverse metatarsal arch stress
common with the prior art high-heeled shoe designs.

A still further object of the present invention is to

“provide a novel shoe sole construction which may be

readily mass produced from known materials, and
which may be adapted for use in a wide variety of foot-
wear for men, women and children, either for daily use
or, for example, in athletic footwear.

Another general object of the present invention is to
provide an improved shoe sole construction for a run-
ning shoe which reduces the weight of my prior sole
design while increasing foot comfort and cushioning as
well as stability.

The foregoing and other objects are attained in accor-
dance with one aspect of the present invention through
the provision of a shoe which comprises an upper, an
outsole made of a material having a first density and
including at least one cutout portion formed there-
through, and a midsole made of a material having a
second density which is less than the first density. The
midsole is positioned between the upper and the outsole
and includes a lower surface having a protruding por-
tion that extends through the cutout portion of the
outsole. In accordance with more specific aspects of the
present invention, the outsole includes a bottom surface,
the protruding portion extending below a portion of the
bottom surface. In a running shoe embodiment, the
outsole includes a plurality of lug members that extend
downwardly and outwardly from the periphery of the
bottom surface, the lowermost portions of some of the
lug members extending below the protruding portion of
the midsole and thereby adapted to contact the ground
before the protruding portion contacts the ground upon
foot-initiated ground impact:

In an alternate general footwear embodiment, the
protruding portion is adapted to contact the ground
prior to the portion of the bottom surface upon foot-
initiated ground impact. More particularly, the portion
of the bottom surface surrounds the protruding portion
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of the midsole and comprises the forefoot portion of the
outsole. Even more particularly, the protruding portion
is formed in the forepart of the midsole in the approxi-
mate area of the metatarsal arch of the wearer. The
protruding portion preferably includes a front portion
near the toe area of the shoe and a rear portion near the
arch area of the shoe, the rear portion being somewhat
thicker than the front portion. The outsole may further
include a recessed area positioned between a portion of
the bottom surface near the arch area and the rear por-
tion of the protruding portion. In a particular embodi-
ment, the shoe comprises a women’s shoe, the outsole
including a substantially high heel portion, the bottom
surface of the high heel portion adapted to contact the
ground while the top surface thereof includes a recess
formed therein. The lower surface of the midsole may
further include a second protruding portion formed in
the heel area of the midsole which is adapted to mate
with the recess in the top surface of the high heel por-
tion of the outsole. The recess and the second protrud-
ing portion may be substantially longitudinally elon-
gated extending from the heel area to the arch area of

~ the shoe.

In accordance with other aspects of the present in-
vention, the protruding portion may include a longitu-
dinally formed concavity on its lower surface as well as
a transversely formed concavity. |

In accordance with another aspect of the present
invention, the outsole may include a second cutout
portion formed therethrough, while the midsoie may
include a second protruding portion that extends
through the second cutout portion of the outsole. While
the first protruding portion may be formed in the fore-
part of the midsole in the approximate area of the meta-
tarsal arch, the second protruding portion is preferably
formed in the rear part of the midsole in the approxi-
mate area of the heel. In one embodiment, the bottom
surface of the second protruding portion of the midsole
is approximately flush with the bottom surface of the
outsole.

In a still alternate embodiment, the second protruding
portion may be formed along the instep area of the
midsole in the approximate area of the mner longitudi-
nal arch of the wearer. In this embodiment, rather than
a second cutout portion in the outsole, the outsole may
have a substantially reduced width portion located ap-
proximately at the longitudinal arch area, the second
protruding portion extending at the instep area below
the edge of the reduced width portion of the outsole.

In accordance with yet another aspect of the present
invention, the midsole may also include an upper sur-
face, a portion of which is adapted to be compressed by
the foot of a wearer upon foot-initiated ground impact,
such portion of the upper surface including means for
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making such portion more compressible than the rest of 55

the midsole. Such means preferably comprises cutout
areas formed in the outer surface. In a particular em-
bodiment, the cutout areas comprise a plurality of sub-
stantially parallel grooves formed substantially trans-
versely across the upper surface of the midsole. The

grooves are preferably formed on the upper surface at
an angle to the centerline of the midsole, which angle

substantially corresponds {p the line of flexing of the
metatarsal bones of the foot. The plurality of grooves
are formed in a manner that define a peripheral outline
that corresponds to the portion of the upper surface
which is adapted to be compressed by the foot upon
ground impact. The remainder of the upper surface
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includes substantially solid portions which comprise the
outer periphery, the instep arch area, and the junction
between the metatarsals and toes. Certain of the
grooves may be deeper near the outside portion of the
midsole than near the inside portion thereof.

In accordance with a broader aspect of the present
invention, there is provided a shoe sole which com-
prises an outsole having a bottom portion adapted to
contact the ground, and a midsole secured to the out-
sole and including means for contacting the ground
during ground impact for cushioning the foot of the
wearer. The midsole is preferably made of a less dense
material than the outsole, and the outsole preferably
includes an open area. The recited means preferably
comprises an integral portion of the midsole which
protrudes through the open area of the outsole. A plu-
rality of such open areas and protruding integral por-
tions of the midsole may be provided.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Various objects, features and attendant advantages of
the present invention will be more fully appreciated as
the same become better understood from the following
detailed description of the present invention when con-
sidered in connection with the accompanying drawings,
in which:

FIG. 1 is a side view in elevation of a running shoe
which utilizes a preferred embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 is a bottom view of the sole of the shoe of
FIG. 1 prior to its application to the upper;

FIG. 3 is a top view of the shoe sole illustrated in
FI1G. 2;

FIG. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view of the shoe
sole illustrated in FIG. 2 and taken along line 4—4
thereof:

FIG. 5 is a transverse sectional view of the shoe sole
of FIG., 2 and taken along line 83 thereof;

F1G. 6 is another transverse sectional view of the
shoe sole of FIG. 2 and taken along line 6—6 thereof;

F1G. 7 is a side view similar to FIG. 1 but illustrating
an alternate embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 8 is a bottom view of the shoe sole construction
utilized in the embodiment illustrated in FI1G. 7;

FI1G. 9 is a transverse sectional view of the sole con-
struction illustrated in FIG. 8 and taken along line 9—9
thereof;

FIG. 10 is an exploded, top perspective view illustrat-
ing an alternate embodiment of the present invention as
utilized in a women’s high-heeled shoe;

FIG. 11 is an exploded, bottom perspective view
illustrating the midsole and outsole components of the
women’s shoe of FIG. 10;

FIG. 12 is a longitudinal cross-sectional view of the
components of the alternate embodiment shown in FIG.
11 in their assembled state;

FIG. 13 is a transverse sectional view of the midsole-
outsole construction of FIG. 12 and taken along line
13-—13 thereof; and

FIG. 14 is another transverse sectional view of the

midsole-outsole of FIG. 12 which is taken along line
14—14 thercof.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENTS

Referring now to the drawings, wherein like refer-
ence numerals represent identical or corresponding
parts throughout the several views, and more particu-
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larly to FIGS. 1-6 thereof, reference numeral 10 gener-
ally indicates a running shoe that incorporates a pre-
ferred embodiment of the present invention in the form
of a novel sole construction which is indicated gener-
ally by reference numeral 12.

Shoe 10 includes an upper 14 which may be of any
suitable shape, size or design. Upper 14 is lasted to a
midsole 16 under which, in turn, is positioned an outsole
18. The midsole 16 is disposed over outsole 18 and is se-
cured to an upper surface of outsole 18.

While outscle 18 may take any of an infinite number
of different forms, as illustrated in FIGS. 1-6 outsole 18
comprises the outer sole of a running shoe which in-
cludes a plurality of downwardly and outwardly in-
clined lugs or levers 20 which extend from the periph-
ery of the planar outer surface 19 of outsole 18. The
illustrated embodiment of outsole 18 with lugs 20 ex-
tending from the outer surface 19 is similar to and incor-
porates features of the shoe sole construction set forth in
my co-pending application Ser. No. 935,584, filed Aug.
21, 1978, which application is expressly incorporated
herein by reference. The shoe sole construction set
forth in my co-pending application features the plurality
of downwardly and outwardly inclined lugs or levers
20. As explained in my co-pending application, such a
construction provides improved shock-absorption and
lateral stability via the tread members 20 which provide
a cantilevered support for the sole. The structure and
onientation of the tread members 20 act upon ground
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as at 13 and back out to the periphery of the outsole as
at 15. The function of rib 24, especially in the instep and
arch area 26, is to allow lugs 31, 33, 35, 37, 39 and 41 to
flex upon ground impact to a greater degree than, for
example, lugs 23, 27 and 43. This allows the instep lugs
31-41 to cup the longitudinal arch of the wearer of the
shoe as they are compressed upon ground impact to a
somewhat greater degree than the other lugs. Due to
the fact that rib 24 intersects the lugs 31-41 at various
positions thereof, a slightly different degree of compres-
sion, variable along the arch, is permitted. The maxi-
mum compression occurs at the maximum height of the
arch at lug 35, and the compression reduces in both
directions along the arch away from log 35. The theory
here is that, since the height of the arch varies, the
amount of compression is variable across the arch
length, with the maximum compression of the lugs oc-
curring where the arch is highest.

In accordance with the present invention, outsole 18
includes a cutout (open area) or opening 26 which is
positioned (lower) in the front portion of outsole 18 gener-
ally under the metatarsal arch portion of the foot of a
wearer and preferably substantially along the longitudinal
axis of the sole. While the shape of cutout 26 is illustrated
as being somewhat oval, other shapes of cutouts may be
employed.

An elongated, longitudinal cutout or opening 28,
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preferably disposed along the longitudinal axis of the sole

may also be provided at the rear or heel portion of the

impact to dissipate a substantial portion of the resulting 30 outsole 18. The shape of cutout 26 is illustrated as being

shock laterally outwardly away from the central area of
the sole to provide a greater degree of shock absorption
and dissipation. However, since the present invention
may be utilized with substantially any outsole configu-
ration, with or without lugs or tread members, it may be
appreciated that the latter construction does not form
an essential component of the central concept of the
present invention, as will be explained in greater detail
hereinafter.

In the present invention, it is important that the mid-
sole 16 be made of a material which is less dense than
the outsole 18. Typically, the outsole 18 is formed of a
more dense material to provide greater wear resistance,
stability and control, while the midsole 16 is formed of

somewhat oval.

The cutout 26 and 28 expose a portion of midsole 16. As
can be seen in FIG. 2, the cutouts 26 and 28 are positioned
between the peripheral lugs in the front portion and rear

35 portion, respectively. The peripheral lugs extend below the

exposed portion of the midsole.

A pad portion or protruding portion extends in the cutout
26 and 28. More Specifically, [Protruding] protruding
through the forefoot cutout 26 of outsole 18 is a pad

40 portion or a front protruding portion 30 of midsole 16

that 1s an integral and homogeneous extension of mid-
sole 16. Similarly, extending through the rear cutout 28
of outsole 18 is a pad portion or a rear protruding portion
32 of midsole 16 which is an integral and homogeneous

a less dense, somewhat cushiony or spongy material to 45 extension of midsole 16. The rear protruding portion 32

provide for comfort and cushioning of the foot of the

wearer. By way of example, in the present invention, if

the outsole 18 has a specific gravity of 1.0, the midsole

16 preferably has a specific gravity in the range of

preferably forms a substantially continuous oval expanse.

As may be appreciated from FIGS. 1 and 6, the front
protruding portion 30 of midsole 16 forms a continuous,
generally oval expanse that is positioned under the ap-

0.3-0.4. Typical materials which may be utilized for the 50 proximate area of the metatarsal arch of a wearer. Por-

outsole include rubber, polyurethane, thermoplastic
rubber (e.g., Kraton (R), polyvinylchloride (PVC), or
the like. Typical materials which may be utilized for the
midsole 16 include EVA sponge, polyurethane (of a
density less than that used for outsole 18), sponge rub-
ber or the like. As may be appreciated, the more dense
the material for the outsole and midsole, the less flexible
will be the resultant construction. However, the more
dense the outsole 1s, generally, the more wear-resistant
it will be. A trade off must therefore be made between
the selected densities of the various materials, keeping
in mind the general range of relative densities discussed
above.

At the toe of the outer (Jower) surface 19 of outsole 18
is positioned a broad lug 22 to provide for increased
wear. Further, as seen in FIG. 2, a rib or reinforcing
strip 24 extends from the heel on the periphery of out-
sole 18 to a position located inwardly of the arch edge

335
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tion 30 extends somewhat below the outer planar sur-
face 19 of outsole 18 to a position, in this embodiment,
just above the lowermost tips of lugs 20, so that the

portion of outsole 18 which includes lugs 20 extends below

the lower (bottom) surface of the protruding portion, and
will impact the ground just prior to the front protruding
portion 30.

Although the front protruding portion 30 may have a
variety of contours on its lower surface, as illustrated in
FIGS. 2, 4 and 6, the lower surface of protruding por-
tion 30 preferably includes a longitudinal concavity 34
as well as a transverse concavity 36.

Referring to FIG. 6, as explained in my co-pending
application, upon ground impact the downwardly and
outwardly inclined lug members 27 and 29 are laterally
outwardly displaced which permits greater vertical
movement of the shoe upon ground impact. This verti-
cal movement of the shoe results in a certain amount of
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impact shock being stored in the resilient lug members
27 and 29 which is then released during the flow of
ground contact thereby springing the runner forward
which may be thought of as the release of stored kinetic
energy. The present invention, in providing a cutout
portion 26 of the outsole 18 through which a protruding
portion 30 of the midsole extends, provides two impor-
tant functions. Initially, the cutout portion of the out-
sole 18 provides a more lightweight construction, since

3

50 degrees measured from the longitudinal centerline of
the midsole 16, or 40 degrees from the transverse cen-
terline.

As may be appreciated from FIG. 3, the grooves 42
are of a variable width along the surface 40. The
grooves 42 therefore define a heel portion 44, a narrow
arch portion 46, a relatively wide metatarsal portion 48,
a narrow metatarsal-toe interface portion 50, and a toe
portion 52. The contour of portions 44 through 32, 1t

some of the more dense and hence heavier outsole is 10 may be appreciated, corresponds to the weight-bearing

dispensed with. Secondly, the protruding portion 30 of
the less dense midsole 16 provides an extremely soft
cushioning material under the metatarsal arch. Upon
ground deformation, due partially to the somewhat
concavities of the protruding portion 30, the latter de-
flects upwardly, compressing and in essence forming to
and thereby supporting the metatarsal arch of the
wearer which is positioned above the protruding por-
tion 30. The reason for the lower extension of portion 30
is to insure upward compression upon ground contact
so that the portion of the midsole 16 above portion 30
will fill the voids of the metatarsal arch to a much
greater degree than heretofore possible due to the prior
art’s solid outsole construction and therefore limited
flexibility. Thus, a cushioning and comforting effect is
achieved with the protruding midsole of the present
invention to a far greater degree than heretofore possi-
ble.

Referring now to FIG. 5, note that in the rear portion
of the foot, the lowermost portion of the protruding
portion 32 is preferably flush with the lower surface 19
of outsole 18 and will therefore not impact with the
ground to the extent that the front protrusion 30 will.
However, in compression of the lugs 23 and 25 in the
heel portion, the center area of the midsole 16 will
remain uncompressed which will allow the heel (which
is rounded on the bottom) to maintain as round a posi-
tion as possible. In other words, there are no voids to fill
in the heel area as there are in the metatarsal arch area.
A further benefit of the cutout 28 in the rear portion of
the outsole 18 is a weight reduction due to a decrease in
the more dense outsole material. There is further a
slight amount of increased cushioning effect between
the heel and the bottom of the shoe due to the protrud-
ing portion 32. As shown in FIG. 5, the lowermost (bol-
tom) portion of the lug members extend below the lower
surface of protruding portion 32. However, it should be
understood that the present invention is not limited to
the provision of both protruding portions 30 and 32, and
it may be appreciated that the benefits of one or the
other, or both, may be desirable in any given shoe de-
sign. It should also be understood that the midsole pro-
trusion through the outsole may be utilized with any
outsole configuration, not merely with a running shoe
contfiguration, as will become more clear hereinafter.

As may be seen in FI1G. 3, the midsole 16 includes an
inclined outer wall 38 which extends about substantially
the entire periphery of midsole 16. As seen in FIG. 4,
the thickness of midsole 16 tapers down from the heel to
the toe thereof, as is conventional with running shoes.
Indicated in FIGS. 3 and 4 by reference numeral 40 is
the upper, substantially planar surface of mudsole 16.
Formed in planar surface 40 are a plurality of cutouts or
grooves 42 which are preferably arranged in a predeter-
mined pattern on surface 40. More particularly, grooves
42 are preferably oriented along the lines of the actual
flexing of the metatarsal bones and flanges on the toes of
a wearer. Grooves 42 form an angle of approximately
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area of the foot in order to make that portion of the
midsole 16 containing grooves 42 more compressible
(less dense) where the foot strikes it. In this manner, the
lower surface of the foot contours to the upper surface
of midsole 16 more readily to provide better support
and more comfort for the wearer. By virtue of the re-
duced density portion of the upper surface 40 of midsole
16 provided by grooves 42, the foot cradies into the
upper surface 40 more readily which aids materially in
cushioning of the foot. As mentioned above, grooves 42
further aid in providing additional flexibility to the
forepart of the foot roughly on the line of the actual
flexing of the metatarsal bones and flanges on the toes.

It should be noted that the variable width of the
grooves 42 also define solid portions of the upper sur-
face 40, such as the peripheral portion 54, the instep
arch portion 36, and the metatarsal-toe interface 58. The
solid external periphery 54 provides a continuous un-
broken support for the foot bed to provide greater sta-
bility for the foot to minimize problems such as prona-
tion. The same holds true for the arch portion 56 and
the metatarsal-toe interface portion 58. These are the
areas where support, rather than soft compression, are
required during foot-induced ground impact. In other
words, the solid portions 54, 56 and §8 of the upper
surface 40 of midsole 16 define those areas where the
lower surface of a wearer’s foot would not normally
impact.

The particular depth of grooves 42 will depend upon
the desired density and compression of that portion of
the upper surface 40 over which lies the foot. It may,
however, be desirable to provide a very slight inclina-
tion see (FIG. 5) whereby the portion 60 of groove 42
on the outside of the sole is somewhat deeper than the
portion 62 on the inside of the sole. That is, grooves 42
may be made somewhat deeper on the lateral side of the
foot than the medial side of the foot in order to proviade,
to a slight extent, better control of pronation by provid-
ing more cushioning (less density) on the outside of the
groove than on the inside. The angle of inclination of
groove 42 from the outside 60 to the inside 62 may be,
for example, about 3 degrees, but such angle could
change along the longitudinal length of the midsole.

Referring to FIGS. 7-9, there is illustrated an aiter-
nate embodiment of the present invention, still with
reference however to a running shoe. As illustrated, both
the rear cutout portion 28 and the protruding portion 32
are tapered in width towards the middle portion of the shoe.
In FIGS. 7-9, reference numeral 64 indicates the out-
sole having a planar cuter surface 66. The instep portion
of outsole 64 in this embodiment, however, terminates
inwardly of the instep thereby defining a reduced width
portion located approximately at the longitudinal arch
area. In this embodiment, an additional protrusion 68 of
the midsole 16 is provided which extends below the
instep arch of the wearer down past the outer edge of
the instep periphery of the outsole 64. The longitudinal
arch protrusion 68 of midsole 16 performs a function
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similar to the metatarsal arch protrusion 30. That is,
upon ground impact, protrusion 68 will be distorted
upwardly so as to cushion the instep arch of the wearer.
In this embodiment, the web portion 26 of outsoie 64

along the arch instep defines the outer periphery of 5

outsole 64 in the arch area, and the lug members 51, §3,
58, §7, §9, 61, 63, 65 and 67 are all located inside the web
24

It should again be noted that the longitudinal arch
protrusion 68 may be utilized either alone or in combi-
nation with either the transverse arch protrusion 30
and/or the heel protrusion 32. Further, use of any of the
protrusions 30, 32 and 68 is not limited to a running
shoe, as will be illustrated below.

10

In manufacturing the midsole-outsole construction of 15

the present invention, a double pour mold or double
density injection process may be utilized. The outsole
can be molded and then the insole may be immediately
molded on top of the outsole to provide a molecular
bond between the two pieces of differing densities.
Alternately, the outsole and the midsole may be fabri-
cated separately and then glued or otherwise secured
together.

Referring now to FIGS. 10 through 14, an alternate
embodiment of the present invention is illustrated
wherein the midsole-outsole construction is applied to a
woman’s high-heeled shoe which is indicated generally
in FIG. 10 by reference numeral 70. The shoe 70 in-
cludes an upper 72 (which may take any form), a mid-
sole 74 having the same properties and specifications as
midsole 16 of the first embodiment, and a high heeled
outsole 76 which may have the same properties and
specifications as the outsole 18 of the first embodiment.

The less dense midsole 74 includes an upper surface
78 and a lower surface 80. Transverse grooves 82 may
be formed on the upper surface 78, if desired, which are
similar in shape and function to the grooves 42 of the
first embodiment. Protruding from the lower surface 80
is a front protruding portion 84 that underlies the meta-
tarsal arch area and which preferably includes a longitu-
dinal and transverse concavity as with the first embodi-
ment. The rear portion 86 of the front protrusion 84 is
preferably of an increased thickness due to the initiation
of the upward curve of the midsole 74 at the front por-
tion of the arch area.

Also protruding from the lower surface 80 is a heel
protrusion 88 which is somewhat wedge-shaped and
extends downwardly from the heel to the beginning of
the arch area.

The outsole 76 includes a raised heel structure 90, an
arch area 92, and a frontal portion 94. Portions 90 and
94 generally are adapted to contact the ground and may
be stippled or provided with a similar non-skid surface
thereon.

Formed within the frontal portion 94 is a cutout
opening 96 for receiving the protrusion 84 there-
through.

Formed on the upper surface 98 of the outsole 76 near
the heel is a longitudinal indentation or recess 100 for
receiving the heel protrusion 88. Note that, in this em-
bodiment, the heel protrusion 88 does not extend
through the entire heel structure 90, but simply forms
an increased thickness midsole portion under the heel
for improved cushioning and comfort.

In the frontal portion 94 of outsole 76, just rear-
wardly of the increased thickness 86 of protrusion 84, is
a recessed area 102 to provide room for the portion 86
to compress into upon foot-initiated ground impact.
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However, the major thrust of such impact will be to
compress the portion 84 upwardly into the transverse
metatarsal arch of the wearer to provide substantial
cushioning and improved comfort.
Since, in a woman’s high-heeled shoe, the weight of
the foot is generally concentrated forwardly into the
metatarsal bed, the provision of the front protrusion 84
is significant. In this embodiment, note also from FIG.
12 that the protrusion 84 impacts the ground prior to the
rest of the front portion 94 of the outsole 76. This is due
to the relatively rigid portion 94 which does not contain
lug members as exist in the running shoe embodiment
discussed above. The benefits of the grooves 82 in the
upper surface 78 of midsole 74 are the same as described
above in connection with the first embodiment. The
heel protrusion 88 provides additional cushioning under
the heel while maintaining the heel as round as possiblie.
Obviously, numerous modifications and variations of
the present invention are possible in light of the above
teachings. For example, the same concepts may be ap-
plied to men’s or children’s general footwear, as well as
other styles of women’s footwear. Clearly, therefore,
within the scope of the appended claims, the invention
may be practiced otherwise than as specifically de-
scribed herein.
I claim as my invention:
1. A shoe, which comprises:
an upper,
an outsole made of a material having a first density
and including at least one generally oval cutout
portion formed therethrough under the metatarsal
arch portion of the foot of a wearer; [and)

means for cushioning the foot of a wearer, said cushion-
ing means comprising a midsole made of a material
having a second density less than said first density
and positioned between said upper and said out-
sole, said midsole including a lower surface having
a protruding portion that extends through said
cutout portion of said outsole, said protruding por-
tion forming a continuous, generally oval expanse
that is positioned in the forepart of said midsole
under the approximate area of the metatarsal arch
of a wearer[. ]

wherein a portion of a lower surface of said outsole ex-

tends below said lower surface of said protruding
portion.

2. A shoe as set forth in claim 1, wherein said outsole
includes a bottom surface and wherein said protruding
portion extends below a portion of said bottom surface.

3. A shoe as set forth in claim 1, wherein said protrud-
ing portion includes a longitudinally formed concavity
on its lower surface.

4. A shoe as set forth in claims 1 or 3, wherein said
protruding portion includes a transversely formed con-
cavity on its lower surface.

5. A shoe as set forth in claim 2, wherein said protrud-
ing portion is adapted to contact the ground prior to
said portion of said bottom surface upon foot-initiated
ground impact.

6. A shoe as set forth in claim 5, wherein said portion
of said bottom surface surrounds said protruding por-
tion of said midsole and comprises the forefoot portion
of said outsole.

7. A shoe as set forth in claim 1, wherein said outsole
further includes a second cutout portion formed there-
through and said midsole further includes a second
protruding portion that extends through said second
cutout portion of said outsole.
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8. A shoe as set forth in claim 7, wherein the first
protruding portion is formed in the forepart of said
midsole in the approximate area of the metatarsal arch,
while said second protruding portion is formed in the
rear part of said midsole in the approximate area of the
heel.

9. A shoe as set forth in claim 8, wherein the bottom
surface of said second protruding portion of said mid-
sole is approximately flush with the bottom surface of
said outsole.

10. A shoe as set forth in claim 7, wherein the first
protruding portion is formed in the forepart of said
midsole in the approximate area of the metatarsal arch,
while said second protruding portion is formed along
the instep area of said midsole in the approximate area
of the inner longitudinal arch.

11. A shoe as set forth in claim 1, wherein said mid-
sole further includes an upper surface a portion of
which is adapted to be compressed by the foot of a
wearer upon foot-initiated ground impact, said portion
of said upper surface including means for making said
portion more compressible than the rest of said midsole.

12. A shoe as set forth in claim 11, wherein said means
comprises cut out areas formed in said upper surface.

13. A shoe as set forth in claim 12, wherein said cut
out areas comprise a plurality of substantially parallel
grooves formed substantially transversely across said

portion of said upper surface.
14. A shoe as set forth in claim 13, wherein said

grooves are substantially parallel to the lines of flexing
of the metatarsal bones of the foot.

15. A shoe as set forth in claim 13, wherein said
grooves are formed on said portion of said upper sur-
face at an angle to the centerline of said midsole which

10
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angle substantially corresponds to the lines of flexing of 35

the metatarsal bones of the foot.

[16. A shoe sole, which comprises:

an outsole having a bottom portion adapted to
contact the ground and an open area formed in the
forepart of the outsole generally under the metatar-
sal arch; and

a midsole secured to said outsole and including a
protruding portion extending through said open
area of said outsole for contacting the ground dur-
ing ground impact for cushioning the foot of the
wearer, said protruding portion forming a continu-
ous, generally oval expanse that is positioned 1n the
forepart of said midsole under the approximate area
of the metatarsal arch of a wearer.]}

F17. A shoe as set forth in claim 16, wherein said
mids;le is made of a less dense material than said out-
sole.

[ 18. A shoe sole as set forth in claim 16, wherein said
outsole includes a plurality of open areas and further
comprising a plurality of integral portions of said mid-
sole which respectively protrude through said plurality
of open areas. }

19. A shoe, which comprises:

an upper;

an outsole having a bottom portion adapted to

contact the ground and an open area formed in the
forepart of the outsole generally under the metatar-
sal arch; and

a midsole comprised of a cushioning material for cush-

ioning the foot of a wearer upon ground impact, said
midsole secured to said outsole and said upper, said
midsole including a protruding portion extending
through said open area of said outsole for contact-
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ing the ground during ground impact for cushion-
ing the foot of the wearer, said protruding portion
forming a continuous, generally oval expanse that
is positioned in the forepart of said midsole under
the approximate area of the metatarsal arch of a
wearer[.} .
wherein a portion of a lower surface of said outsole ex-
tends below the lower surface of said protruding por-
tion.
20. A shoe as set forth in claim 19, wherein said mid-
sole is made of a less dense material than said outsole.
21. A shoe as set forth in claim 19, wherein said out-
sole includes a plurality of open areas and further com-
prising a plurality of integral portions of said midsole
which respectively protrude through said plurality of
open areas.
[22. A midsole, which comprises:
an upper surface a portion of which is adapted to be
compressed by the foot of a wearer upon foot-
initiated ground impact, said portion of said upper
surface including cut out groove means for making
said portion more compressible than the rest of said
midsole; and
a lower surface including a continuous, generally
oval protrusion extending under the metatarsal
arch of a wearer for contacting the ground during
foot-induced impact for cushioning the metatarsal

arch of the wearer.}
[ 23. A midsole as set forth in claim 22, wherein said

cut out groove means comprise a plurality of substan-
tially parallel grooves formed substantially transversely
across said portion of said upper surface. }

[ 24. A midsole as set forth in claim 23, wherein said
grooves are substantially parallel to the lines of flexing
of the metatarsal bones of the foot.}

[ 28. A midsole as set forth in claim 23, wherein said
grooves are formed on said portion of said upper sur-
face at an angle to the centerline of said midsole which
angle substantially corresponds to the lines of flexing of

the metatarsal bones of the foot. ]}

[26. A shoe, which comprises:

an upper;

an outsole; and

a midsole positioned between said upper and said

outsole;

said midsole including an upper surface a portion of

which is adapted to be compressed by the foot of a
wearer upon foot-initiated ground impact, said
portion of said upper surface including cut out
groove means for making said portion more com-
pressible than the rest of said midsole; and

a lower surface including a continuous, generally

oval protrusion extending under the metatarsal
arch of a wearer for contacting the ground during
foot-induced impact for cushioning the metatarsal
arch of the wearer.]

F27. A shoe as set forth in claim 26, wherein said cut
out groove means comprise a plurality of substantially
parallel grooves formed substantially transversely
across said portion of said upper surface.]

[28. A shoe as set forth in claim 27, wherein said

grooves are substantially parallel to the lines of flexing
of the metatarsal bones of the foot.]}

[29. A shoe as set forth in claim 27, wherein said
grooves are formed on said portion of said upper sur-
face at an angle to the centerline of said midsole which
angle substantially corresponds to the lines of flexing of
the metatarsal bones of the foot.}
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30. A shoe as recited in claim 19, further comprising a
plurality of lugs extending from a peripheral portion of said
outsole. |

31. A shoe as recited in claim 19, wherein said bottom
portion of said outsole extends below a lower surface of said
protruding portion. .

32. A shoe as recited in claim 30, wherein said protrud-
ing portion forms a continuous, generally oval expanse.

33. A shoe as recited in claim 1, further comprising a
plurality of lugs extending from a peripheral portion of said
oulsole.

34. A shoe sole which comprises:

an outsole having rear and middle portions, an upper
surface, a plurality of peripheral lugs and a cutout
portion, said cutout portion positioned between said
peripheral lugs;

a midsole secured to said upper surface of said outsole,
said midsole including a bottom surface having a
protruding portion in said cutout portion of said
outsole;

wherein the lowermost portion of said fug members ex-

tend below the lower surface of said protruding por-

tion.

35. A shoe sole as recited in claim 34, wherein said
cutout portion is substantially oval.

36. A shoe sole as recited in claim 35, wherein said
protruding portion is tapered in width towards said middle
portion.

37. A shoe sole as recited in claim 36, wherein said
bottom surface of said protruding portion is flush with said
lower surface of said outsole.

38. A shoe sole as recited in claim 35, wherein said
protruding portion is substantially oval.

39. A shoe sole as recited in claim 38, wherein said
bottom surface of said protruding portion is flush which
said lower surface of said outsole.

40. A shoe sole as recited in claim 34, wherein said
cutout portion is tapered in width towards said middle
portion.

41. An athletic shoe which comprises:

an upper;

an outsole having rear and middle portions, a peripheral

portion, upper and lower surfaces, and a longitudinal
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cutout portion, said cutout portion disposed inwardly 4

Jrom said peripheral portion in said rear portion of
said athletic shoe; and

means for cushioning the foot of a wearer, said means
comprising a midsole secured to said upper surface of

said outsole, said midsole including a bottom surface sq

having a protruding portion in said cutout portion of
said outsole of said athletic shoe;

wherein a portion of said lower surface of said outsole

extends below a bottom surface of said protruding
portion.

42. A shoe sole as recited in claim 41, wherein the density
of said outsole is greater than the density of said midsole.

43. A shoe sole as recited in claim 41 wherein said cutout
portion and said protruding portion taper in width towards
said middle portion.

44. An athletic shoe as recited in claim 41, wherein said
cutout portion and said protruding portion extend from
said rear portion to said middle portion.

45. An athletic shoe as recited in claim 44, wherein said

60

cutout portion extends substantially along the longitudinal 65

axis of said outsole.
46. A shoe which comprises:

an upper;

. 14 -

an outsole made of a material having a first density and
including at least one cutout portion formed there-
through; and .

a midsole made of a material having a second density
less than said first density and positioned between said
upper and said outsole, said midsole including a lower
surface having a protruding portion in said cutout
portion of said outsole; wherein said outsole includes a
plurality of lug members that extend from the periph-
ery of said bottom surface, the lowermost portions of
certain of said lug members extending below said
protruding portion and thereby adapted to contact the
ground before said protruding portion contacts the
ground upon foot-initiated ground impact.

47. A shoe as set forth in claim 46, wherein said midsole

material is EVA.

48. A shoe, which comprises:

an upper;

an outsole made of a material having a first density and
a cutout portion formed therethrough,

a midsole made of a material having a second density
less than said first density and positioned between said
upper and said outsole, said midsole including a lower
surface having a protruding portion that extends in
said cutout portion of said outsole; said protruding
portion being formed along the instep area of said
midsole in the approximate area of the inner longitu-
dinal arch.

49. A shoe sole as recited in claim 48, wherein said
outsole further comprises a plurality of lugs disposed along
the periphery of said outsole.

30. A shoe as set forth in claim 48, wherein said midsole

material is EVA.
51. A shoe sole as recited in claim 48 wherein said

cutout portion in said outsole extends from said heel por-
tion to said arch portion.

52. A shoe sole as recited in claim 51, further comprising
a plurality of lugs disposed along the periphery of said

40 ou tsole.

33. A shoe sole which comprises:

an outsole having rear and front portions, an upper
surface, a lower surface, a plurality of peripheral lugs
and a cutout portion, said cutout portion disposed
substantially along the longitudinal axis of said out-

sole;
a midsole having a lower surface, said midsole disposed
above said outsole;
cushioning means located on said lower surface of said
midsole, said cushioning means including a pad por-
tion exposed by said cutout portion of said outsole;
wherein the bottom surface of said peripheral lugs ex-
tends below the bottom surface of said pad portion.
34. A shoe sole as recited in claim 53, wherein said pad

55 portion is integral with said midsole.

35. A shoe sole as recited in claim 33, wherein the density
of said outsole is greater than the density of said pad por-
tion.

36. A shoe sole as recited in claim 33, wherein said
ctitout portion and said pad portion are disposed in said
rear portion of said outsole.

37. A shoe sole as recited in claim 56, wherein said lower
surface of said outsole extends below said bottom surface of
said pad portion.

38. A shoe sole as recited in claim 53, wherein said
cutout portion and said pad portion are disposed in said

front portion of said outsole.

39. A shoe sole which comprises:
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60. A shoe sole as set forth in claim 59, wherein said

an outsole having rear, middle and front portions, a e SOEE | oremt ‘ \
: . cutout portion is disposed in said rear portion of said out-
peripheral portion, upper and lower surfaces, a cutout . ;,

portion, and a plurality of lugs extending from said 61. A shoe sole as set forth in claim 59, wherein said
peripheral portion of said lower surface of said outsole; 5 cutout portion is disposed in said front portion of said

: . iy : . outsole.
faid cutout portion positioned between said lugs, 62. A shoe sole as recited in claim 59 wherein said

a midsole secured to said upper surface of said outsole, outsole has a density greater than the density of said mid-

said cutout portion of said outsole exposing a portion  sole.
of said midsole; | 10 63. A shoe sole as recited in claim 59, wherein said

, , _ , , exposed portion of said midsole extends in said cutout
said lugs extending below said exposed portion of said portion.

midsole. * * = * 3
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PATENTNO. : Re. 33,066
DATED . September 26, 1989
INVENTOR(S) : Jerry D. Stubblefield

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby
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