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(57 ABSTRACT

An automatic focusing camera which can drive an ob-

jective lens to a focus position includes a sensor ar-

rangement that is capable of determining when the
focusing lens is physically held or is being driven be-
yond its operative range. The direction of movement
can be stored in memory when the motor i1s de-ener-
gized and a comparison can be made with a new focus-
ing signal on a different object to reactivate the focusing
system. Additionally, any friction binding of the gear
train can be automatically released by a reverse driving
of the motor upon determining of a jam condition.

16 Claims, 7 Drawing Sheets
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PROTECTIVE DEVICE FOR AUTOMATIC
FOCUSING CAMERA

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion: matter printed in italics indicates the additions made

by reissue,.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to a camera automatic
focusing device which drives the camera objective lens
to its in-focus or best-focus position by a single revers-
ible motor and more particularly to apparatus to pre-
vent any overload conditions.

2. Description of the Prior Art

In a camera system such as of a single lens reflex
camera wherein the objective lens is changeable, vari-
ous lenses such as a wide angle lens, a standard lens,
telephoto lens, macro lens, etc. are adapted to be selec-
tively and detachably mounted on a single camera
body. The lenses each have closest focusable distances
determined from their constructions and which are not
necessarily the same. Moreover, the lenses have differ-
ent amounts of the movement of their focusing lens
elements for focusing, i.e. the amounts of the movement
in the focusable range from the closest focusing position
to the infinity focusing position. Picture taking or pho-
tographing lenses are usually constructed such that
when the focusing lens element adapted to be moved
along the optical axis for focusing reaches the closest
focusing position, the element is prevented from mov-
ing further by a prevention mechanism provided in a
lens barrel. The focusing lens element is also prevented
from moving beyond the infinity focusing position by a
prevention mechanism provided in a lens barrel. In an
automatic focusing system wherein the focusing lens
element arranged as mentioned above in a picture tak-
ing lens is adapted to be driven, for automatic focusing,
along the optical axis of the lens by an electric motor
mounted within the camera body, certain problems
relating to an overload condition can occur. When a
target object on which the picture taking lens are to be
focused is at a distance closer to the camera than the
closest focusable distance, the motor in the camera
body still tends to drive the focusing lens element be-
yond the closest focusing position. As a result, the fo-
cusing lens element remains stopped at the closest fo-
cusing position, while the motor is forced to stop by the
prevention mechanism or continues to be driven with a
sliding clutch mechanism between the motor and the
focusing lens element. In both cases, the load to the
motor is increased by the stoppage of the focusing lens
element and electrical current continues to flow into the
motor while the focusing lens element is being stopped,
resulting in such problems as motor damage and a large
consumption of power from a motor driving power
source. A similar situation will occur when an object to
be focused is far position beyond the furthest focusable
distance adapted for close-up photography wherein an
intermediate ring is mounted between a camera body
and a picture taking lens or a close-up lens 1s mounted at
the front of a picture taking lens.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

An object of the present invention is to provide a
simple and compact construction which is used in an

10

15

20

25

30

35

45

50

55

65

2

automatic focusing device of the type wherein a motor
arranged in a camera body drives a focusing element in
an objective lens mounted on the camera body along
the optical axis of the lens and which is free from creat-
ing any motor damage and large power consumption
even when a focusing lens element 1s prevented by a
prevention mechanism from moving beyond the closest
focusing position or the infinity focusing position.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
an automatic focusing device which is constructed so as
to interrupt power supply to the motor and to stop the
rotation of the motor upon the arrival of the focusing
element at either the closest or infinity focusing posi-
tion.

Yet another object of the present invention 1s to pro-
vide such a construction which restarts the driving of
the motor for automatic focusing when the object to be
focused on is changed by, for example, the photogra-
pher changing the direction of the camera and the cam-
era-to-object distance falls within the automatic focus-
able range, after the motor was stopped.

To attain the above-mentioned objectives, the auto-
matic focusing device according to the present inven-
tion is characterized in that an encoder is provided 1n
the camera body for generating a train of pulses of a
number in accordance with the amount of the move-
ment of a lens element which is moved by a motor for
automatic focusing along the optical axis of the objec-
tive lens, and that motor overload is detected by detect-
ing whether the intervals of the pulses from the encoder
are longer or not than a predetermined period so that
power supply to the motor is interrupted instanta-
neously upon detection of the overload.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram showing an automatic
focusing system according to an embodiment of the
present invention;

FIG. 2 through 4 are flowcharts respectively show-
ing the operation of the system;

FIG. § is a circuit diagram showing the construction
of a motor driver of the embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a cross-sectional view showing the inter-
locking mechanism between the camera body and the
objective lens;

FIG. 7 is a partial vertical sectional view showing a
movement-prevention mechanism for the focusing lens
element in the objective lens; and

FIGS. 8, 9 and 10 are block diagrams showing other
embodiments.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 1 shows in block diagram a camera automatic
focusing device according to the present invention.
With reference to the Figure, photographic or objective
lens 4 is changeably mounted on camera body 2 and
includes focusing mechanism 20 which is driven by a
camera mechanism through a later-to-be-described in-
terlocking mechanism to displace a focusing lens ele-
ment along the optical axis of the photographic lens for
desired focusing. The light coming from an object to be
photographed and passing through photographic lens 4
is directed by mirror 6 to a viewfinder section and also
traverses the light splitting portion formed at the central
portion of mirror 6 to be directed to focus detector 8.

The focus detector 8 comprises a photoelectric means
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disposed at a position optically equivalent to the film
plane to receive the object light, and a data processing
means which processes the photelectric signal from the
photoelectric means to generate a signal indicative of
the focus condition of photographic lens 4, i.e. indicat-
ing whether photographic lens 4 is in a front focus
condition or a rear focus condition. For focus detector
8, a focus detecting device may be employed which is
shown for example in a U.S. Pat. No. 4,185,191 and
which is provided with a pair of photodiode arrays to
generate a defocus signal representative of the amount
and direction of the defocus. The photoelectric means
starts, upon receipt of a focus detection start signal as
described later, to measure the object light and integrate
the intensity of the object light for a given period, and
generate, upon the completion of the integration, a first
interruption signal for initiating the reading of the light
measurement data. The interruption signal is generated
at said given periods or at intervals commensurate with
the brightness of the object. Following the predeter-
mined flow chart, the data processing means reads the
light measurement data from the photoelectric means
and carries out predetermined calculations for the de-
termination of the focusing condition. The direction of
the defocus to be calculated indicates whether lens 4 is
at a front focus condition or rear focus condition rela-
" tive to the infocus condition where the lens focuses on
a desired target object. The amount of defocus repre-

sents the amount of deviation or difference of the instan-
taneous focal plane of the lens 4 from a predetermined

focal plane. In response to the defocus signal from focus
detector 8 and a monitor signal from monitoring means
described later, motor controller 10 generates a signal
for controlling the driving of reversible motor 12. In
response to the motor control signal, motor driver cir-
cuit 11 drives motor 12 to rotate it in a normal and
reverse direction and stops the same. Gear mechanism
14 transmits the torque of motor 12 to focusing mecha-
nism 20 to drive lens 4. Monitoring means (16) is associ-
ated with gear mechanism 14 to monitor in the camera
whether the rotation of motor 12 is normally transmit-
ted to focusing mechanism 20 for lens 4 or not. Monitor-
ing means 16 comprises an encoder which generates a
train of pulses with a frequency corresponding to a
measure relating to the rotation of the gear mechanism,
¢.g. the rate of rotation, and which is arranged to gener-
ate a pulse for each rotation of the gear mechanism for
a predetermined small angle. The pulse signal is also
used as a second interruption signal described later.
Further, the pulses correspond to the amount of move-
ment of the focusing lens element by focusing mecha-
nism 20 of lens 4 such that the amount of defocus is
Increased or decreased by a given amount for each
pulse. When the focusing lens element is at the closest
focusing position or at the infinity focusing position, the
driving of the lens element beyond these positions is
prevented and no puise is generated from encoder 16.
Overload detector 18 receives the train of pulses from
encoder 16 and supplies to motor controller 10 a signal
indicating whether the interval between pulse genera-
tions 1s within a given interval or not, i.e. representing
whether the rotation of motor 12 is normally transmit-

ted to lens 4. FIGS. 2 through 4 are flow charts show-
ing the sequence of the operations of motor controller

10 and overload detector 18 which constitute essential
parts of the present invention and which are composed
of CPU, a microprocessor similar unit. Of the Figures,
FI1G. 2 chiefly shows the flow of motor controller 10
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4 ;
and FIGS. 3 and 4 show flows for focus detector 8 and
overload detector 18 which are controlled indepen-
dently of each other, interrupting the flow of FIG. 1.
When either of the abovementioned two kinds of inter-
ruption signals is generated, the interrupting process of
the flow shown in FIG. 3 or 4 is carried out in priority.
In the flow of FIG. 2, step A0 is for setting an initial
condition wherein all the registers ERR, OLC, F1, M1
and M2 are reset. Register ERR stores the data of the
amount of defocus Da which is supplied from the data
processing means of focus detector 8. Register OLC
stores data of time measurement Db for determining the
length of the interval of each two continuing ones of the
pulses from encoder 16. Flag F1 stores data Dc which
represents that focusing mechanism 20 of lens 4 is
forcedly stopped in its movement by an overload. Reg-
ister M1 stores the data indicative of the direction of
defocus Dd which is provided from the processing
means of focus detector 8, while register M2 stores the
data De indicative of the direction of defocus at the time
of the forceable stoppage of focusing mechanism 20 by
the overload. Register ERR stores a logic “1” signal
when the detected direction of defocus is front focus
and a logic *0” signal for rear focus. Steps A1, A16, BO,
CO0 are for inhibiting the jumping to a corresponding
step in response to the aforementioned interruption
signal. This inhibition of interruption is released at steps
A3J, BS and C3. Steps A3 is for detecting whether AF
switch, which is manually opened and closed for the
control of operation and inoperation of the focus detec-
tor, 1s open or closed. When switch AF is closed, a
focus detection start signal is generated at the next step
A4 so that focus detector 8 starts its focus detecting
operation. At step A6, the data calculated in the flow of
FIG. 3 described latter, e.g. the data representing the
direction of defocus, is indicated in the viewfinder field
of camera 2. At step A7, it is determined whether the
data Da indicating the amount of defocus stored in
register ERR is or is not more than a predetermined
value Ez which represents the width of the in-focus
range, 1.e. it 1s determined whether the lens is within the
infocus range or not. It is presumed here that the infocus
range 1s given by a permitted width Ez of the range
which extends on both sides of a central best focus
position with the same width and in which the lens is
assumed to be in focus. The value of Ez is determined
necessarily in accordance with the f number of the lens,
the accuracy or resolution of the focus detection, and
the like. Step A1l is for reading the data representing
the direction Dd of the defocus of which data was
stored in register M1 at step B3 which will be described
later on. At steps A12 and A13, a two-bit control signal
e.g. (1.0) or (0.1) is applied to later-to-be-described
motor driving circuit 11 and motor 12 is driven in the
direction indicated by the read data. Step A15 is for
detecting whether the count value in register OLC that
was added in immediately before step Al4, has over-
flown or not, i.e. whether the integration time relying
on the time required for the execution of steps A6
through A1S, exceeds a given time thereby obtaining
information as to whether focusing mechanism 20 of
lens 4 is in a over-load condition or not. It should be

noted that the number of the bits of register OLC is
determined such that the abovementioned given time is

larger than the interval of pulses generated from en-
coder 16 at normal driving condition for lens 4. When
the pulse interval exceeds the given time, a control
signal of (1, 1) is applied to the motor driving circuit at
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step 17 to stop the driving of motor 12. The, flag F1 is

set at step A18, and the data De, representing the direc-
tion of defocus, is stored in register M2 at step Al9.
Step A9 is for detecting whether the direction of defo-
cus Dd at the time of over-load accurrence is equal or
not to the direction of defocus De presented by resister
M2 at the time when it is detected at step A8 that flag
F1 has been set. Steps A20 and A21 are provided for
swiftly releasing the abnormal engagement of gear
mechanism 14 of camera 2 with focusing mechanism 20
of lens 4 due to the over-load of the latter. In these steps,
motor 12 is driven pulsewisely in the reverse direction
for a given short time.

The flow shown in FIG. 3 shows the operation of
data processing means of focus detector wherein the
direction and the amount of defocus are calculated in
response to the first interruption signal which causes the
reading of the light measurement data provided from
photoelectric means within focus detector 8. First of all,
at step B0, jumping to any other interruption flow is
inhibited, and at step B1, the light measurement data
from the photoelectric means is read. The direction and
the amount of defocus is calculated based on the light
measurement data at step B2. The data indicating the
direction of defocus Dd is stored in register M1 at step
B3, while the data of indicating the amount of defocus
Da is stored in register ERR at step B4. Finally after the
inhibitation of interruption is released at step BS, the
process returns to the flow of FIG. 2 thereby restarting
the execution of the steps after that suspended by the
aformentioned interruption process.

The flow in FIG. 4 is for refreshing the content in
overload detector 18 at each generation of a pulse signal
from encoder 16. First of all, jumping to the flow of the
other interruption process is inhibitted at step C0 and
the amount of defocus Da memorized in register ERR is
subtracted by a given amount n at step C1. It should be
noted that the given amount n has a value less than the
aformentioned width Ez of the permissible infocus
range. In this case, motor 12 continues to drive the lens
towards its in-focus position. Then, at step C2, the con-
tents of registers OLC, F1 and M2 are cleared. Finally,
after the inhibition of interruption is released, the pro-
cess returns to the flow of FIG. 2 to restart the execu-
tion of the steps after that suspended by the above inter-
ruption process.

FIG. § shows an exemplary motor driving circuit 11
for driving motor 12. With reference to the Figure,
motor drive transistor Q1 and Q2 are serially connected
with a power source and rendered conductive and non-
conductive by control signals of logic “0” or *17 ap-
plied to input terminal P1. Motor drive transistors Q3
and Q4 are also serially connected with the power
souce and rendered conductive and non-conductive by
control signals of logic “0” or “1” applied to input
terminal P2. Between the nodes P3 and P4 between
respective pairs of transistors connected serially with
each other, motor 12, which is driven in accordance
with the two-bit signals applied to input terminals P1
and P2, is connected. When the aforementioned CPU
outputs a two-bit signal of logic (1, 0) as a signal for
driving the motor to move the focusing lens element
towards the infinity focusing position, input terminal P1
receives a logic *“1” signal and input terminal P2 re-
ceives a logic “0” signal to render transistors Q1 and Q4
non-conductive and transistor Q2 and Q3 conductive
whereby motor 12 is supplied with current in the direc-
tion of arrow X and drives focusing mechanism 20 of

10

15

20

25

30

35

4>

50

35

65

6

lens 4 toward the infinity focusing position. When the
control signal of logic (0, 1) is output, transistors Q1 and
Q4 are rendered conductive while transistor Q2 and Q3
are rendered non-conductive whereby current tlows
through motor 12 in the direction of arrow Y to drive
focusing mechanism 20 of lens 4 toward the closest
focusing position. When a control signal of logic (1, 1)
is output from the CPU during the driving of motor 12
as described above, transistors Q1 and Q3 are rendered
non-conductive while transistor Q2 and Q4 are ren-
dered conductive to thereby short-circuit across motor
12 to rapidly stop the motor 12. When the control signal
of logic (0,0) is generated in the aforementioned initial
condition or stage, all transistors, Q1 through Q4, are
non-conductive with no current being supplied to
motor drive circuit 11 so that motor 12 remains stopped.

FIG. 6 is a vertical sectional view showing the essen-
tial portion of the driving mechanism 14 in camera 2 and
focusing mechanism 20 in lens 4, while FIG. 7 1s a cross
sectional view of the essential part of lens 4. FIG. 6
shows only the lower half of lens 4 for the convemence
of illustration and understanding. FIG. 7 shows the
cross section taken along VII—VII in FIG. 6. With
reference to FIG. 6, motor 12 is disposed at the bottom
of the mirror box of a single lens reflex camera, with 1ts
rotational axis being normal to the optical axis of the
lens. Worm wheel 32 constitutes a worm gear mecha-
nism together with worm 30 formed at the end portion
of shaft 31 of motor 12. The worm gear mechanism
serves to change the axis of rotation in the transmission
by 90° so that the driving axis in the output of the cam-
era extends in parallel with the optical axis of the lens.
The mechanism also reduces the rotational speed of
motor 12 greatly. On the shaft of worm wheel 32 s
mounted transmission gear 34 which is friction coupled
with worm wheel 32 through spring 33 to follow the
rotation of worm wheel 34. The friction coupling func-
tions such that when the driving torque is small as in the
case where focusing mechanism 20 of lens 4 is normally
driven through gears and coupler described later, the
rotation of worm wheel 32 is directly transmitted to
transmission gear 34, and when the driving torque in-
creases due to an overload in the lens mechanism in lens
4, the friction coupling is overriden and worm wheel 32
rotates idly with transmission gear 34 stopping. The
rotation of transmission gear 34 is transmitted through

gears 36 and 37 to coupler 38 which projects forwardly
from mount plane 39 of camera 2. To motor 12 is sup-

plied the current of, e.g. about 0.5A for the normal
driving operation and about 1A at the time of overload.

Encoder 16 is composed of a plurality of reflectors 51
which are arranged concentrically at equal angular
spaces on gear 36, and a photo-coupler 52 consisting of
a light emitter which emits a light, e.g. infrared light to
one of the reflector 51 and a light receiver which 1s
arranged integrally with the light emitter and receives
the light reflected from the reflector. Encoder 16 moni-
tors the rotation of gear 36 and substantially generates
pulses periodically when the driving torque of motor 12
is normally transmitted to focusing mechanism 20 of
lens 4. Encoder 16 stops the generation of the puises
when the focusing mechanism in the lens is forced to
stop by an overload thereto. It should be understood
that encoder 16 may be provided at any one of gears 34
and 36 and coupler 38 of the driving section. Coupler 38
of camera 2 and coupler 40 of lens 4 constitutes a known
coupling mechanism of a known dog or claw clutch
which links the driving section 14 of camera 2 with
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focusing mechanism 20 of lens 4. At the other end of
coupler 40 1s fixedly mounted gear 42 through which
the rotation of coupler 40 is transmitted to gear 44
which is linked with the helicoid screw mechanism of
lens 4, so that the focusing lens element is driven back
and forth along the optical axis of lens 4. Gear 44 has
been formed with a projection 44a which 1s limited as to
its range of angular movement by infinity side stopper
46a and the closest side stopper 46b. When projection
44a comes into abutment with infinity side stopper 46a,
lens 4 is focused on an infinity point. While when pro-
jection 44a comes into abutment with the closest side
stopper 46b, lens 4 is focused on a closest distance
within the focusable range of the camera-to-object dis-
tance.

Now, explanation will be given about the operation
of the camera’s automatic focusing device according to
the present invention, with reference to FIGS. 1
through 7. Let’s assume that the AF switch 1s open and
the focusing lens element is at an intermediate position
between the infinity and closest focus positions. In such
an initial condition, all the registers, ERR, OLC, F1,
M1 and M2, have been cleared, interruption is inhibited,
motor 12 remains stopped, and the CPU is in a waiting
condition to repeat steps A0 through A3 until the AF
switch is closed. When the AF switch is manually
closed, a focus detection start signal is generated so that
the photoelectric means of focus detector 8 starts light
measurement with the inhibition of interruption being
released. When a light measuring operation is com-
pleted in the photoelectric means after the start of the
measurement, an interruption signal ts generated for
initiating the reading of the light measurement data.
When the interruption signal is generated during the
execution of step A6, the process jumps to step BO after
the completion of the execution of step A6. In this case,
as motor 12 remains stopped with no pulse generated
from encoder 16, steps from A2 to A7 are repeated until
a light measurement is completed. In the flow of FIG. 3,
a light measurement datum is read; the direction Dd and
amount Da of defocus are calculated; their data are
stored in respective registers M1 and ERR, and the
interruption process for reading light measurement data
1s terminated. Upon termination of the interruption
process, step A7 is executed and the execution of the
flow of FIG. 2 is continued.

At step 7, the amount of defocus Da calculated as
mentioned above is compared with the width of infocus
permissable range Ez. When the amount of defocus Da
1s within infocus permissible range Ez, it is determined
that the position of the lens is within an infocus range,
and the process jumps to step A2 to leave motor 12
stopped. On the contrary, when the amount of defocus
Da 1s out of the infocus permissible range, it is deter-
mined that the lens is in front focus condition or rear
focus condition, and the next step AB is executed. At
this time, as flange (F1) was cleared at step A0 and is
left cleared, the process jumps to step All. In accor-
dance with the direction of defocus Dd indicated by the
datum in register M1 which datum was obtained in the
interruption process for the light measurement, a motor
driving signal of logic (1, 0) or (0, 1) is applied to motor
driving circuit 11, at step A12 or A13, to drive lens (4)
towards its infocus position. With this signal applica-
tion, motor 12 starts to rotate and drives focusing lens
element of lens 4 through the driving mechanism. Then,
at step 14, the count Db of register OLC is added by
“1”. Thus, steps from A6 to A1S are repeated until the
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count Db in register OLC overflows, thereby metering
the time that 1s compared with the interval to the next
pulse generation from encoder 16 in response to the
rotation of the motor. The rotation of motor 12 is trans-
mitted through worm wheel 32 to transmission gear 34,
frictionablly coupled thereto, and rotates gear 36, cou-
plers 38 and 40, and gears 42 and 44. Monitoring the
rotation of gear 36, encoder 16 generates a pulse signal
within the given time and the process jumps to step Co,
in the flow of FIG. 4, after the completion of the execu-
tion of steps A6 to A1S that are being executed at the
generation of the pulse signal. It should be understood
that when the first interruption signal is generated from
the photoelectric means of focus detector 8 before the
pulse signal is generated, the interruption process for
light measurement shown by the flow in FIG. 3 gener-
ates new signals for the direction and amount of defo-
cus. Returning back to the flow of FIG. 4, the amount
of defocus Da stored in register ERR is decreased by
“n” at step C1 registers F1 and M2 are cleared and the
second interruption process is terminated. Upon the
termination of the second interruption process, the exe-
cution of the flow in FIG. 2 is continued. The pulse
signals are substantially generated periodically so long
as the focusing lens element in lens 4 is normally driven.

Thus, while the steps A6 to A15 in the flow of FIG.
2 are being repeated, focusing lens element of lens 4 is
driven towards its infocus position and, simultaneously
therewith, the corresponding flow of interruption pro-
cess is executed in response to the first interruption
signal from the photoelectric means in focus detector 8
and the second interruption signal from encoder 16.

Then, when the amount of defocus Da calculated at
step B2 or C1 comes to fall within permitted infocus
range Ez, it is determined at step A7 that the lens is
within an infocus range, and a motor stop signal or logic
(1, 1) is applied to motor driving circuit 11 to rapidly
stop motor 12 with an indication of infocus being made
in the camera view finder.

The above description is about the case wherein fo-
cusing lens element of lens 4 is normally driven without
being subject to overload and the lens is brought into an
infocus condition before the element reaches either the
infinity focusing position or the closest focusing posi-
tion. In the following, explanation will be made about
the case wherein focusing lens element of lens 4 is sub-
ject to overload. The overload will occur in the cases
(a) wherein the anticipated infocus position of the focus-
ing lens element is beyond its closest focusible position,
(b) wherein the anticipated focusing position of focus-
ing lens element is beyond the infinity focusable posi-
tion where the lens focuses in infinity focusing condi-
tion in close-up photography, (c) where the user inad-
vertently seizes by his or her hand the focusing ring
adapted for manual focusing to forcedly block the oper-
ation of focusing lens element 20, and wherein the cou-
pling mechanism between camera 2 and lens 4 or focus-
ing mechanism of lens 4 gets out of order and becomes
inoperable. In the following description, the operation
1s explained for the case (A), as an example, wherein the
anticipated focusing position is beyond the closest fo-
cusable position of focusing lens element.

When the object point is closer to the camera than the
closest focusable distance of lens 4, focusing lens ele-
ment 20 1s driven to its closest focusing position where-
upon projection 44a of gear 44 comes into abutment
with closest end stopper 46b of lens barrel 46. However,

at that time, the amount of defocus Da is still outside of
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the permitted infocus range Ez so that a driving signal
of logic (0, 1) for driving towards a closer focusing
position is still generated and supplied to motor driving
circuit 11. Accordingly, although motor 12 continues to
rotate, it becomes impossible to drive focusing lens
element further so that coupler 40, and gears 42 and 44
stop their rotation, resulting in the stoppage of rotation
of coupler 38 and gears 36 and 34 of the gear mechanism
in camera 2. Hence, the stoppage of the rotation of
transmission gear 34 rapidly increases the driving
torque of worm wheel 32 beyond a given value
whereby the friction coupling between transmission
gear 34 and worm wheel 32 is overridden or released.
At this stage, only motor 12, worm 30 and worm wheel
32 continue to rotate while encoder 16 for monitoring
the rotation of transmission gear 34 starts to generate a
no pulse signal. It should be understood that motor 12,
at that time, consumes current twice as much as that at
the normal driving state. At the time when focusing lens
element of lens 4 has been driven to its closest focusing
position, steps A6 to A15 are repeated with the count
Db in register OLC increasing incrementally. As the
pulse signal from encoder 16 for resetting the count Db
in register OLC can not be generated as explained
above, the increasing of the count continues until the
count overflows. Then, the overflow is detected at step
14 and motor driving circuit 11 is applied with a motor
stop signal of logic (1, 1) with flag F1 being set and the
direction of defocus De at that time being memorized in
register M2.

Upon stoppage of motor 11, worm 30 and worm
wheel 31 stop their rotation. However, at that time, due
to the overload mentioned above, the worm wheel is in
firm wedge-engagement with worm 30 so that a large
torque will be required for releasing the engagement
upon reverse driving of motor 12. The time for such
extra motor driving for releasing the engagement will
be required, for example, in the case when focus detec-
tion and automatic focusing is made again by the cam-
era being brought away from the prohibited target ob-
ject. To eliminate such a time, the present embodiment
is arranged such that the wedge-engagement is released
immediately after the motor stoppage. That is, at steps
A20 and A21, a reverse driving signal of logic (1, 0) is
applied to motor driving circuit 11 to drive the motor in
the reverse direction for a given short period, e.g. 3
millisecond to a value a little longer than the time neces-
sary for releasing the wedge engagement. The given
short period may have such a length necessary for driv-
ing motor 12 to release the engagement and rotate gears
34 to 42 for the angles of the play therebetween. Other-
wise, the motor drive control circuit may be arranged
such that motor 12 is stopped when the count of the
number of pulses from encoder 16 reaches a value cor-
responding to the amount of drive of the gear mecha-
nism necessary for releasing the wedge-engagement and
driving gears 34 to 42 for angles of play therebetween.

Following the set of flag F1, memorization occurs in
register M2 of the direction of defocus, i.e. the direction
of motor drive at the time of over-load, and reverse
driving of motor 12, the process from step A2 are exe-
cuted. At step A2, an indication of out-of-focus 1s made
in the camera viewfinder. Instead, the embodiment may
be modified to positively indicate the stoppage of motor
12 due to the overload. Returning back to the process,
as the amount of defocus Da is outside of permitted
infocus range Ez with flag F1 being set, it is judged at
step 9 whether the directions of defocus indicated by
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the outputs of registers M1 and M2 are identical to each
other or not. In the case being discussed, the directions
are identical to each other, and the process jumps to
step A2 whereafter steps A2 to A9 are repeated. When
the user, observing the viewfinder indication, resets the
camera-to-object distance by displacing the camera
position or the object, and actuates the automatic focus-
ing system, photoelectric means of focus detector 8
generates a first interruption signal to that new direction
and amount of defocus for the reset distance are calcu-
lated. In this case, the calculated direction of defocus
Dd indicates for driving focusing lens element towards
an infinity focusing position which is opposite to the
direction memorized in register M2. Therefore, any
coinciding of directions of defocus are detected at step
A9 and processes from step A1l are executed after flag
F1 and register OLC have been cleared. Thus, motor
driving circuit 11 is supplied with such a motor driving
signal as to drive focusing lens element of lens 4, in
accordance with the above calculated direction of defo-
cus. In response to the signal, motor driving circuit 11
starts to drive motor 12 smoothly and swiftly, because
the wedge-engagement has been released as explained
above.

In the case where the anticipated infocus position for
closeup photography is beyond the infinity focusing
position of focusing lens element, or the case where the
user inadvertenly seizes, by hand, the focusing ring for
manual focusing to forcedly restrain the focusing lens
element, smooth and swift focusing can be made
through processes substantially the same as those de-
scribed above. It is to be noted that although the above
embodiment was arranged such that the photoelectric
means of focus detector 8 periodically generates light
measurement data which are utilized as first interrup-
tion signals, the embodiment may be modified such that
the photoelectric means continuously generates light
measurement data with subsequent stages periodically
reading the data.

FIG. 8 is a block diagram showing the arrangement
of another detection means for detecting the lens over-
load condition in accordance with the present inven-
tion. In the Figure, like reference characters are used
for elements similar to those of FIG. 1. With reference
to FIG. 8, photographic lens 4 is detachably mounted
on camera body 2. The focusing mechanism 20 within
lens 4 receives driving force through the coupling
mechanism from the driving mechanism of camera
body 2 as described hereinafter, and drives focusing lens
element 5 along the optical axis of photographic lens 4.
The light of a target object (object light) passing
through lens 4, in part, is introduced by mirror 6 to the
camera viewfinder optical system and in part traverses
the semitransparent portion of mirror 6 to be directed to
focus detector 8. Focus detector 8 includes a photoelec-
tric means disposed at a position that is optically equiva-
lent to the film plane. Focus detector 8 has a construc-
tion such as shown in U.S. Pat. No. 4,185,191 and gener-
ates a signal representative of the direction and amount
of defocus of photographic lens 4. Focus detector 8
responds to a starting signal from a system controller 9
described later such that its photoelectric means starts
integration of measured light intensity and, upon com-
pletion of the integration, transmits photoelectric data
to data processing means in focus detector 8. Upon the
transmission, a signal is generated from focus detector 8.
The signal is used as the aforementioned first interrup-
tion signal in the case when the circuit portion sur-
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rounded by broken line 13 is composed of a micro-
processor. The data processing means calculate the
direction of and the amount of defocus based on the
photoelectric data and generates signals representing
the calculated direction and amount of defocus. Motor
controller 10 receives the defocus signal from focus
detector 8 as well as pulse signal from encoder 16 and
counter 17 described later, and generates a motor con-
trol signal for controlling the rotation of motor 12
Motor driver 11 controls the current motor 12 in re-
sponse to the motor control signal from motor control-
ler 10. Gear mechanism of transmission mechanism 14
includes a reduction gear mechanism and transmits the
torque of motor 12 to focusing mechanism 20 in lens 4.
Encoder 16 serves as the aforementioned monitor
means and is associated with gear mechanism 14 to
generate a train of pulses of a frequency relying on the
rate of rotation of, for example gear 36 of gear mecha-
nism. The pulses generated by encoder 16 are applied to
reset terminal RE of counter 17 and to system control-
ler 9. Counter 17 functions as a timer for meterning a
given time from its resetting and as means for detecting
the relationship of the length between the given time
and each interval of adjoining pulses from encoder 16 to
thereby detect whether lens 4 is normally driven or
blocked. Counter 7 is applied at its clock input terminal
CL with pulses having shorter period than that of the
pulses generated from encoder 16. Immediately after
being reset by the pulse from encoder 16, counter 17
starts to count the number of pulses applied to its clock
terminal and generates an overflow pulse from its out-
put terminal when it counts a given number N before it
1s reset with a pulse from encoder 16 being applied again
to its reset terminal. The time required for counting the
number N of pulses is equal to the given time and the
counted time is set to be longer than the interval of each
adjoining pulses generated from encoder 16 at the time
when focusing lens element 5 is normally displaced by
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motor 12. Accordingly, during the normal driving of 4,

focusing lens element 5, counter 17 is reset by the pulse
from encoder 16 before it counts up N number of pulses,
thereby generating no overflow signal. At a state where
focusing lens element 5 has reached its closest focusing
position and is prevented by a stopper mechanism in the
lens barrel from moving further to a closer focusing
position against the tendency of motor 12 to drive fo-
cusing lens element beyond the stopped position, or
where focusing lens element has reached its infinity
focusing position to be prevented by a prevention
mechanism from moving further beyond the stopped
position in the direction of increasing the distance to be

focused but the motor tends to displace the focusing
lens element in the focused distance increasing direc-

tion, gear 36 in gear mechanism 14 is forcedly stopped
so that encoder 16 generates no pulse. In such a case,
counter 17, being not reset, counts the number of pulses
from system controller 9 up to the full number N, and
generates an overflow pulse. As is apparent from the
above description, the overflow pulse represents the
drive impossible condition of the focusing lens element.
Motor controller 10, in response to the overflow signal
applied thereto, generates such a control signal as to
interrupt the power supply to motor 12.
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System controller 9 i1s actuated by the closure of 65

manually operated automatic focusing initiation switch
(AF SW) and generates timing signals required for the
sequential operation of the whole circuitry, as well as

12

processes information such as a judgement of whether
the amount of defocus is within the infocus range.

FIG. 9 shows an exemplary circuit construction of
the focus judging portion of the above described auto-
matic focusing device. With reference to FIG. 9, preset-
table counter 22 is preset therein with the defocus signal
when the latter is generated by focus detector 8 and
then counts down from the preset signal the number of
pulses from encoder 16. In this case, it is assumed that
the amount of the displacement of the focusing lens
element corresponding to the interval of adjoining
pulses from encoder 16 is made to be commensurate
with the unit of the amount of defocus represented by
the signal generated from focus detector 8. Addition-
ally, the signal representing the direction of defocus is a
logic **1” for a front focus condition and a logic *0” for
a rear focus condition and stored at the most significant
bit (MSB) of counter 22. The signal representing the
amount of defocus is stored in the bits of counter 22
other than the MSB. The signal of the amount of defo-
cus stored in counter 22 is applied to comparator 26
which compares the signal of the amount of defocus
with the signal previously set in register 24 and repre-
senting the permissible width Ez of infocus range. If the
amount of defocus is within the permissable width Ez,
comparator 26 generates a logic “0” signal, which in
turn is applied to one of the input terminals of motor
controller 10 to interrupt the power supply of motor 12
and stop the rotation of the latter. On the contrary,
when the amount of defocus is out of permissible width
Ez, comparator 26 generates a logic “1” signal which in
turn 1s applied to motor controller 10 to continue the
rotation of motor 12. The signal stored at MSB of
counter, 1.e. the signal representing the direction of
defocus is applied respectively to the other input termi-
nal of motor controller 10, and to one of the input termi-
nals of latch circuit 29 and one of the input terminals of
coincidence detection circuit 31.

Pulse generator 28 generates a train of pulses of a
predetermined fixed frequency and the number of the
pulses is counted by counter 21, which starts its pulse
counting upon reset thereof by the pulse from encoder
16 and generates an overflow pulse from its output
terminal when it counts the pulses to a given number N
before 1t 1s again reset by the pulse from encoder 16.
The overflow signal is applied to the set terminal of
latch circuit 29 and to the other input terminal of motor
controller 10. Immediately after the receipt of the over-
flow pulse, motor controller 10 stops the power supply
to motor 12. The output of encoder 16 is also applied to
reset terminal of latch circuit 29. When set by the over-
flow pulse from counter 21, latch circuit 29 latches the

signal of the direction of defocus at that time, and gener-
ates its stored signal from one of the output terminals.

The output signals of latch circuit 29 is applied to one of
the input terminals of coincidence detection circuit 31.
At this time, from the other output terminal of latch
circuit 29 a logic “1” signal is generated indicating the
latching condition. The logic *“1” signal is applied to the
other input ierminal of coincidence detection circuit 31.
When the input signal to the input terminal is a logic “1"
representing the latching condition, coincidence detec-
tion circuit 31 compares the signal of the direction of
defocus input from counter 22 with the latched signal of
the direction of defocus. When both signals are the
same, it represents the condition wherein the latch cir-
cuit 1s not reset, the focusing lens element is not dis-
placed and the motor is stopped with the amount of
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defocus not changed. Then, the output of coincidence
detection circuit 31 is applied to the other input terminal
of motor controller 10 to maintain the motor stopped
condition. On the contrary, if the newest signal of the
direction of defocus becomes different from the latched
signal of the direction of defocus due to the change of
the camera-to-object distance by the user changing the
camera direction and the object to be measured, coinci-
dence detection circuit 31' detects incoincidence and
transmits a signal representing it, to input terminal of
motor controller 10 which thereby rotates motor 12
again in accordance with the newest signal applied to
the other input terminal and representing the last de-
tected direction of defocus.

With the construction of the above embodiment, the
automatic focusing can be effected when the user
changes the direction of camera shooting after recog-
nizing the stoppage of the motor. When a microcom-
puter is employed for the above embodiment, the mi-
croprocessor of the computer may be programmed to
perform the functions of presettable counter 22, counter
18, register 24, comparator 26, motor controller 10 and
pulse generator shown in FIG. 9 and means for sequen-
tially controlling them (not shown).

FIG. 10 shows still another modification of detection
means for detecting the lens drive impossible condition.
With reference to FIG. 10, counter 30 counts the num-
ber of pulses supplied from encoder 16. The counted
value of counter 30 is, at each given interval, latched 1n
latch circuits 32 and 34. At each time when the latching
is made, comparator 36 compares the contents of latch
circuits 32 and 34 and generates a lens drive impossible
signal when the contents are coincident to each other.
Pulse generator 28, frequency devider 40 and one-shot
circuits 42 and 44 compose a circuit for supplying latch
pulses alternatively to latch circuits 32 and 34. One-shot
circuit 42 responds to the positive edge of the output of
frequency divider 40 to generate a single pulse, while
one-shot circuit 44 responds to the negative edge of the
same to generate a single pulse. Frequency divider 40
divides the frequency of the clock pulse from pulse
generator 38 and alternatively generates logic *1” and
“0” signals. When a pulse is applied to counter 30 from
encoder 16 while the output of the frequency divider is
maintained at either logic *1” or “0”, the contents in
latches 32 and 34 differ from each other at the time
when the output of frequency divider changes. Such a
condition is regarded as indicating that the photo-
graphic lens 1s normally driven.

What 1s claimed 1s:

1. An automatic focusing device in a camera body
capable of being coupled with an objective lens which is
mountable on the camera body and which has a focus-
ing lens unit movable along an optical axis of the objec-
tive lens by a focusing mechanism for focusing and
which further has means for preventing the focusing
lens unit from moving beyond either an infinity focusing
position or its closest focusing position, said automatic
focusing device comprising:

means for detecting the focusing condition of the

objective lens relative to an object and producing a
defocus signal indicating at least the defocus direc-
tion of the focusing lens unit with respect to its
in-focus condition;

means for driving the focusing lens unit 1n a predeter-

mined direction in response to said defocus signal;
means for transmitting the driving force of said driv-
ing means to the focusing mechanism provided in
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the objective lens in order to move the focusing
lens unit along the optical axis for focusing;

means for detecting any overload condition in which
the load for said driving means is increased over a
predetermined level to produce an overload signal
when the overload condition i1s detected;

means for interrupting the driving force to said driv-
ing means in response to said overload signal;

means for storing said defocus signal when said over-
load condition is detected, and

means for comparing a second defocus signal from
said focusing condition detecting means with said
stored defocus signal, whereby, if the second defo-
cus signal is different from the stored one, said
driving means is actuated for starting to drive the
focusing lens unit in correspondence with the sec-

ond defocus signal.

2. An automatic focusing device as set forth in claim
1, wherein said overload condition detecting means
further includes means for producing a train of pulses
whose frequency corresponds to the amount of axial
movement of said focusing lens unit, means for measur-
ing each interval between two successive pulses, and
means for comparing each interval with a predeter-
mined period to produce said overload signal when the
measured interval i1s longer than said predetermined
period.

3. The invention of claim 1 wherein said means for
comparing said defocus signals will only drive said
focusing lens unit in a direction opposite to the limit of
movement indicated by said first defocus signal.

4. An automatic focusing device as set forth 1n claim
2, wherein said train of pulses producing means includes
and encoder which generates a train of pulses whose
frequency corresponds to the amount of movement of a
member which is interlocked to said focusing lens unit
for transmitting the driving force of said driving means
to said focusing mechanism of said focusing lens unit.

5. An automatic focusing device as set forth in claim
2, wherein both of said interval measuring means and
said comparing means include a counter which is reset
by an input of one of said pulses from said train of pulse
producing means and which counts up the number of
pulses of constant frequency to produce said overload
signal if the counted number reaches a predetermined

number.
6. An automatic focusing device as set forth in claim

2, wherein said focusing condition detecting means
produces a defocus signal indicating the amount of
defocus and the defocus direction, and said automatic
focusing device further comprises means for counting
down, from the number corresponding to said amount
of defocus, the number corresponding to the number of
pulses produced from said train of pulses producing
means to output a counted signal indicating the counted
result, means for outputting an in-focus range signal
which represents an in-focus permissible range of the
focusing lens unit, and means for comparing said
counted signal with said in-focus range signal to pro-
duce a stop signal for interrupting the driving of said
driving means if the counted number reaches an infocus
permissible range.

7. An automatic focusing device as set forth in claim
1, wherein said driving means includes a reversible
motor for moving the focusing lens unit, means for
controlling the rotation of the motor to generate a con-
trol signal which indicates rotational direction of the
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motor, and means for driving the motor in accordance
with said control signal.
8. An automatic focusing device as set forth in claim
7, wherein said controlling means is constructed so as to
rotate the motor in the opposite direction with respect
to the direction when the focusing lens element is pre-
vented from axial movement by said preventing means.
9. An automatic focusing device as set forth 1in claim
1, wherein said transmitting means includes a clutch
mechanism which is disengaged when said driving
means is loaded over said predetermined level.
10. An automatic focusing device 1n a camera body
capable of being coupled with an objective lens which is
mountable on the camera body and which has a focus-
ing lens unit movable along an optical axis of the objec-
tive lens by a focusing mechanism for focusing and
which further has means for preventing the focusing
lens unit from moving beyond either an infinity focusing
position or its closest focusing position, said automatic
focusing device comprising:
means for detecting the focusing condition of the
objective lens relative to an object and producing a
defocus signal indicating at least the defocus direc-
tion of the focusing lens unit with respect to its
in-focus condition:
means for driving the focusing lens unit in a predeter-
mined direction in response to said defocus signal;

means for transmitting the driving force of said driv-
ing means to the focusing mechamism provided in
the objective lens in order to move the focusing
lens unit along the optical axis for focusing, and

means for detecting any overload condition in which
the load for said driving means 1s increased over a
predetermined level to produce an overload signal
when the overload condition is detected, including
means for producing a train of pulses whose fre-
quency corresponds to the amount of axial move-
ment of said focusing lens unit, means for counting
the number of said pulses from said train of pulses
and producing a signal indicating the counted num-
ber, first means for storing said signal at a predeter-
mined period after said first storage operation is
completed, and means for comparing the signals
stored 1n said first and second storing means with
each other to produce said overload condition
signal if the compared signals are coincident with
each other.

11. An automatic focusing device as set forth in claim
10, further comprising means for generating clock
pulses whose frequency is constant, means for dividing
the frequency of said clock pulses, means for resetting
said first storing means in response to each positive edge
of the output of said frequency dividing means, and
means for resetting said second storing means in re-
sponse to each negative edge of output of said fre-
quency dividing means.

12. An automatic focusing device in a camera body
capable of being coupled with an objective lens which is
mountable on the camera body and which has a focus-
ing lens unit movable along an optical axis of the objec-
tive lens by a focusing mechamism for focusing and
which further has means for preventing the focusing
lens unit from moving beyond certain predetermined
focusing positions, said automatic focusing device com-
prising;:

means for detecting the focusing condition of the

objective lens relative to an object and producing a
defocus signal indicating at least the defocus direc-
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tion of the focusing lens unit with respect to its
in-focus condition:

means for driving the focusing lens unit in a predeter-
mined direction in response to said defocus signal;

means for transmitting the driving force of said driv-
ing means to the focusing mechanism provided in
the objective lens 1n order to move the focusing
lens unit along the optical axis for focusing;

means for detecting any overload condition in which
a power load on said driving means is increased
over a predetermined level to produce an overload
signal when the overload condition is detected;

means for interrupting the driving force to said driv-
Ing means in response to said overload signal, and

means for automatically driving said focusing mecha-
nism in a reverse direction for a limited predeter-
mined time to release any friction engagement of
said focusing mechanism at the limit of its range of
movement whereby reactivation of said focusing
mechanism in a subsequent focusing mode of oper-
ation will not require an abnormal driving force.

13. An qutomatic focusing system comprising:

an objective lens including a focusing lens unit shiftable
by a focusing mechanism in order to control a focus-
ing condition of the objective lens;

means for detecting a focusing condition of the objective
lens relative to an object and producing a defocus
signal indicating at least a defocus direction of the
focusing lens unit with respect to its in-focus position,

means for driving the focusing lens unit in a predeter-
mined direction in response to said defocus signal;

means for transmitting the driving force of said driving
means to the focusing mechanism in order to shift the
focusing lens unit along the optical axis for focusing,

means for detecting any overload condition in which the
load for said driving means is increased over a prede-
termined level to produce an overload signal when the
overload condition is detected;

means for interrupting the driving force to said driving
means in response to said overload signal,

means for storing said defocus signal when said overload
condition is detected; and

means for comparing a second defocus signal from said
focusing condition detecting means with said stored
defocus signal, whereby, if the second defocus signal is
different from the stored one, said driving means is
actuated for starting to drive the focusing lens unit in
correspondence with the second defocus signal.

14. An automatic focusing system comprising:

an objective lens including a focusing lens unit shiftable
by a focusing mechanism in order to control a focus-
ing condition of the objective lens;

means for detecting a focusing condition of the objective
lens relative to an object and producing a defocus
signal indicating at least a defocus direction of the
focusing lens unit with respect to its in-focus position,

means for driving the focusing lens unit in a predeter-
mined direction in response te said defocus signal,

means for transmitting the driving force of said driving
means to the focusing mechanism in order to shift the
focusing lens unit along the optical axis for focusing;

means for detecting any overioad condition in which the
load for said driving means is increased over a prede-
termined level to produce an overload signal when the
overload condition is detected, including

means for producing a train of pulses whose frequency
corresponds to the amount of axial movement of said
focusing lens unil,
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means for counting the number of said pulses and pro-
ducing a counting signal indicating the counted num-
ber,

first means for storing the counting signal,

second means for storing the counting signal at a prede-
termined time period after first storage operation (s
completed, and

means for comparing the counting signals stored in the
first and second storing means with each other to
produce said overload condition signal if the com-
pared signals are coincident with each other.

15. An automatic focusing system comprising:

an objective lens including a focusing lens unit shiftable
by a focusing mechanism in order to control a focus-
ing condition of the objective lens;

means for detecting a focusing condition of the objective
lens relative to an object and producing a defocus
signal indicating at least a defocus direction of the
focusing lens unit with respect to its in-focus position;

means for driving the focusing lens unit in a predeter-
mined direction in response to said defocus signal;

means for transmitting the driving force of said driving
means to the focusing mechanism in order to shift the
focusing lens unit along the optical axis for focusing;

means for detecting any overioad condition in which a
power load on said driving means is increased over a
predetermined level to produce an overload signal
when the overload condition is detected;

means for interrupting the driving force to said driving
means in response to said overload signal; and

means for qutomatically driving said focusing mecha-
nism in a reverse direction for a limited predetermined
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time to release any friction engagement of said focus-
ing mechanism at the limit of its range of movement
whereby reactivation of said focusing mechanism in a
subsequent focusing mode of operation will not require
an abnormal driving force.

16. An automatic focusing system comprising:

means for producing a focusing condition signal indica-
tive of a focusing condition of an objective lens,

means for driving the objective lens towards an in-focus
position in accordance with the focusing condition
signal;

means for producing a lens shifting signal corresponding
to the shifting amount of the objective lens shifted by
the driving means;

means for detecting that no lens shifting signal is pro-
duced within a predetermined period to produce a lens
stop signal when no lens shifting signal is detected
within the predetermined period;

means for stopping the driving means in response to the
lens stop signal even if the objective lens has not
reached the in-focus position;

means for detecting that the focusing condition signal
produced after the driving means is stopped represents
a defocus direction opposite to a direction indicated by
the focusing condition signal produced just before the
driving means is stopped to produce a reverse signal
when detected, and

means for restarting the driving means in order to shift
the objective lens towards the in-focus position in ac-

cordance with the reverse signal,
K & x x n
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