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[57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to an over-reach boot for horses,
ponies and the like to protect the animal’s forelegs from
kicks by its rear legs. The boot comprises a number of
strips or panels (4) which preferably overlap and which
are provided at their upper portions (13) with loops (14)
and apparatus (16) by which a desired number of panels
(4) are threaded onto a strap (6) which is fastened
around the foreleg with a non-slip buckle (8).

14 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets
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1
PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT FOR HORSES

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made

by reissue,

The invention is concerned with improvements in or

relating to protective equipment for horses, ponies and 10

the like, particularly boots of the type known as over-
reach boots.

It frequently occurs when a horse or pony strikes a
foreleg with one of its hind legs resulting in injury, that
is, bruising or even severe lacerations. A common solu-
tion to this problem is a protective boot in the form of
a rubber cuff or spat worn about the animal’s pastern
bone and including a skirt portion extending so as par-
tially to cover the hoof.

These cuffs are not found entirely satisfactory in use
since they tend to become inverted if the animal gallops
in mud or water which forces its way beneath the cuff
and lifts it. Moreover should the animal stand on the
lower edge of the skirt portion, the latter tears or comes
off and the cuff then requires replacement to retain its
effectiveness.

It is an object of the present invention to mimimize the
above disadvantages by an improved overreach boot.

The invention provides an article of protective equip-
ment for horses, ponies and the like comprising a boot
adapted to be worn on a lower portion of a foreleg
thereof and comprising a leg encircling portion and a
skirt portion comprising a plurality of strips or panels,
said skirt portion depending from the leg encircling
portion.

Advantageously, the strips or panels of the skirt por-
tion are arranged in overlapping side-by-side relation-
ship to one another. Preferably the overlapping portion
of each strip or panel 1s sufficient that despite relative
movement in use between adjacent panels, no gaping
occurs. In an example, the distance by which one panel
overlaps its neighbour is approximately equal to half a
panel width.

Preferably the strips or panels are initially formed
separately and a desired number thereof are assembled
to form the skirt portion and fastened together at upper
portions thereof by a suitable strap or other elongate
fastening means to form the leg encircling portion. Ad-
vantageously means are provided to maintain the strips
or panels in their correct positional spacing in relation
to the fastening means, that is, bunching of the strips or
panels is largely prevented.

In an example of an overreach boot according to the
invention the fastening means comprises a strap passing
through loops formed in upper end portions of the strips
or panels, each loop passing through an aperture in the
overlapping upper end portion of the neighbouring strip
or panel.

Advantageously, the opposite, lower, end portion of
each strip or panel is provided with at least one trans-
versely by extending line of weakness. Conveniently
these lines comprise grooves formed to reduce the
thickness of the strip or panel in a localised manner.
This provision enables the overall length of the skirt
portion readily to be shortened if to be worn by a rela-
tively small animal, and/or to provide controlled tear-
ing of the skirt portion to avoid undue reduction in its
effectiveness as protective equipment. The lines of
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weakness also act to reduce the risk of the animal trip-
ping or stumbling as might occur if the skirt portion was
too tough to tear readily. It will be appreciated that any
damaged strips or panels may be replaced individually
and it is convenient therefore if all the strips or panels
are 1dentical in shape so as to be interchangeable.

There will now be described an example of an article
according to the invention. It will be understood that
the description which 1s to be read with reference to the
drawings is given by way of example only and not by
way of limitation.

In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a side view of an overreach boot;

FIGS. 2 and 3 are front and rear views respectively of
one panel of the boot of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary view of end portions of adja-
cent panels. :

FIG. 1 illustrates a boot comprising a skirt portion
indicated at 2 and having the shape of an inverted bowl.
A plurality of identical skirt panels 4, moulded from
natural or synthetic rubber, are secured together at
upper end portions thereof by a fastening means com-
prising a strap 6 having a non-slip buckle 8. Each panel
4 comprises two lengthwise extending portions 10 and
12. As may be clearly seen from FIG. 4, the portion 10
comprises the normally outwardly visible portion of
each panel 4 and portion 12 comprises an inwardly
oriented portion only visible when the skirt moves in
use, since each portion 12 is overlapped by the portion
10 of the adjacent panel.

The upper end portion 13 of each panel 4 is of re-
duced width and is provided with an outwardly pro-
jecting loop 14 arranged to be passed through an aper-
ture 16 provided in the adjacent panel, when the skirt
portion is assembled. The strap 6 then passes through
the loops 14 and the boot may then be fastened about
the animal’s pastern bone and secured by the buckle 8
which when fastened is received within the area be-
tween loops. Unwanted relative movement between the
panels is further minimized by providing a lip 18 on the
upper portion of panel portion 12 above the loop 14,
said lip abutting the upper edge 20 of the portion 10 of
the adjacent panel.

Provided in the opposite lower end portion of the
panel 4 are a plurality of transverse grooves 22, which
provide easily tearable lines of weakness. As explained
these provide controlled tearing properties.

In use, the adjacent panels 4 may move apart slightly
at their lower edges to form gaps 24 (FIG. 4) but the
extent of the overlap will be selected to prevent actual
spaces therebetween through which a rear hoof may
strike.

Various modifications may be made within the scope
of the invention as defined in the following claims.

I claim:

1. An article of protective equipment for horses,
ponies and the like comprising:

a boot adapted to be worn on a lower portion of a

foreleg thereof;

a leg encircling portion; and

a skirt portion comprising a plurality of strips or

panels, said skirt portion including an upper por-
tion and lower portion, said upper portion depend-
ing from the leg encircling portion, said lower
portion hanging [lossely} /oosely about said fore-
leg.
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2. An article as claimed in claim 1 wherein the strips
or panels of the skirt portions are arranged in overlap-
ping side-by-side relationship to one another.

3. An article as claimed in claim 1 wherein the strips
or panels of the skirt portions are arranged to overlap
one another by a distance substantially equal to half the
width of a strip or panel.

4. An article as claimed in claim 1 wherein the plural-
ity of strips or panels are fastened together at one end to
form said leg encircling portion.

5. An article as claimed in claim 1 wherein said lower
of said skirt portion is provided with at least one trans-
versely extending line of weakness.

6. An article as claimed in claim 5, wherein at least
one line of weakness is provided by a groove of a re-
duced thickness of the strip or panel in a localized man-
ner.

7. An article as claimed in claim 1 wherein said leg
encircling portion further includes means for fastening
said leg encircling portion about said foreleg.

8. An article as claimed in claim 7 wherein said fasten-
ing means includes a belt, a loop, and a buckle.

9. An article as claimed 1n claim 1 wherein said panels
are substantially identical so as to be interchangeable
and easily replaceable.

10. An article of protective equipment for horses,
ponies and the like comprising:

a boot adapted to be worn on a lower portion of a

foreleg thereof;

a leg encircling portion; and

a skirt portion comprising a plurality of strips or

panels, said skirt portion depending from the leg
encircling portion, said strips or panels being ini-
tially formed separately and a desired number
thereof are assembled to form said skirt portion,
sald separate strips or panels including upper por-
tions fastened together to form said leg encircling
portion; and

loops and apertures provided on said upper portions,

each loop projecting through an aperture of a
neighbouring strip or panel portion; and

a strap or elongated fastening means for passing

through the projecting loops.

11. An article of protective equipment for horses,
ponies and the like comprising:

4

a boot adapted to be worn on a lower portion of a
forleg thereof;
a leg encircling portion;
a skirt portion comprising a portion of strips or pan-
5 els, said skirt portion depending from the leg encir-
cling portion, said strips or panels being arranged
in overlapping side-by-side relationship to one an-
other and being formed separately, each strip hav-
Ing an upper portion provided with a loop and an
aperture, the loop of one strip or panel projecting
through the aperture of the neighbouring strip or
panel, each upper portion being provided with a lip
portion and an upper edge portion, the lip portion
of one strip or panel abutting the upper edge por-
tion of the neighbouring strip or panel.
12. An article of protective equipment for horses,
ponies and the like, comprising:
a boot adapted to be worn on the lower portion of a
foreleg thereof;
a leg encircling portion; and
a skirt portion depending from said leg encircling
portion, comprising a plurality of overlapping pan-
els, said overlapping panels including an abutting
lip portion and upper edge portion to prevent
movement between said overlapping panels.
13. An article of protective equipment for horses,
ponies, and the like, comprising:
a boot adapted to be worn on a lower portion of a
foreleg thereof;
a leg encircling portion; and
a skirt portion depending from said leg encircling
portion comprising a plurality of panels, said panels
having a generally offset configuration including
raised and lowered ends, said panels overlapping so
that a raised end overlaps a lowered end.
14. A method for forming an overreach boot for a
foreleg of a horse comprising the steps of:
providing a plurality of panels, each of said panels
having a generally offset, elongated [oonigura-
tion] configuration; assembling said panels in an
overlapping configuration thereby forming a skirt
portion having first and second ends;
fastening together said panels about said first end of
said skirt portion thereby forming a leg encircling
portion, whereby the second end of said skirt por-
tion 1$ left hanging loosely thereby allowing unhin-

dered movement of said foreleg.
* & £ % %
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