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[37] ABSTRACT

A shoe having a variable opening and tongue utilizing
an adjustable and flexible closure assembly which in-
cludes separable fastening members having coacting,
flexible, gripping elements, such as hook and loop Vel-
cro type fastening means, a fastener strap, and an an-
chor means with an opening to engage the free end of
the fastener strap permitting the wearer to easily adjust
and secure the closure assembly to the precise tautness
desired, using only one hand.

34 Claims, 15 Drawing Figures
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ADJUSTABLE AND FLEXIBLE CLOSURE
ASSEMBLY FOR SHOES WITH VARIABLE
OPENING

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion: matter printed in italics indicates the additions made

by reissue.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention pertains to shoes, particularly the
types of shoes suited for various athletic sports, such as
running, tennis, soccer, basketball and jogging. How-
ever, it is also adaptable for dress shoes, golf shoes,
football shoes, work shoes, outdoor shoes and other
footwear.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to improvements in
shoe construction utilizing an adjustable and flexible
closure assembly to secure the shoe to the wearer’s foot.
In order to maintain the best fit and most comfort when
wearing shoes using laces, it is necessary to retie them
frequently because they become untied or loosen from
the constant exertion of force against them. Shoes with
buckles offer only a limited adjustability as permitted by
the fixed spacing of holes in the strap for insertion of the
rigid metal stud/latch on a bucklie.

One of the major disadvantages in using laces is that
when they become loose or break, the wearer can expe-
rience discomfort or even injury. This can happen espe-
cially in a fastaction sport requining quick foot move-
ments, such as basketball, tennis, racquetball, soccer,
football and the like.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Shoes of the present invention pertain to low-cut and
high-cut shoes, particularly sports shoes, which include
an adjustable and flexible closure assembly to secure the
shoe on the wearer’s foot. The improvement of this
invention can eliminate some of the problems found in
conventional shoes which use laces only or buckles and
similar fastening devices. The closure assembly can
etther totally or partially eliminate laces, buckles and
other rigid fasteners as the fastening means for shoes.
Whereas shoes using laces or buckles require both
hands to fasten the shoe, the present invention enables
the wearer to quickly adjust and firmly maintain the
precise tautness desired by easily pulling the shoe up-
pers simultaneously to fasten the shoe, using only one
hand. Most importantly, since the closure assembly of
this invention can be easily manipulated using only one
hand, no great dexterity is required to compiete the
fastening to firmly secure the shoe to the foot. Children
and handicapped persons will also benefit from this
improvement because they can fasten their shoes easily
and quickly.

The closure assembly of the present invention in-
cludes co-acting hook and loop Velcro type fastening
means, a fastener strap and an anchor means. The fas-
tener strap has a fixed end permanently attached to one
side of the shoe and a free end including at least one
co-acting member of hook and loop fastening means.
The anchor means or anchor strap has one end perma-
nently attached to the opposite side of the shoe and a
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free end with an opening through which the free end of
the fastener strap passes to fasten the shoe.

The improvement of this invention also includes a
non-retractable U-type fastener strap bifurcated to form
two members at the fixed end and a single member at
the free end. The bifurcated members pass through
separate openings on the side of the shoe forming the
anchoring means and are attached adjacent the varable
opening on the opposite side of the shoe. The hook and
loop fastening means for the U-type fastener strap may
be utilized in the same manner as the fastening means
described hereinabove. The U-type fastener strap can-
not be withdrawn after the two straps are inserted
through the individual openings and attached to the
shoe.

Among the objects of the present invention is the
provision of a shoe having an adjustable and flexible
closure assembly utilizing hook and loop fastening
means which permits the wearer to adjust and maintain
the precise desired tautness thereby obtaining a custom-
fit and more comfort to the wearer’s foot.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a first embodiment of
the present invention showing the closure assembly 1n
the closed position.

F1G. 2 is a perspective view of the shoe of FIG. 1
showing the closure assembly in the open posttion.

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of a second embodiment
of the shoe of the present invention showing the closure
assembly in the closed position.

FIG. 4 is a view of the shoe of FIG. 3 showmg the

closure assembly in the open position.
FIG. § is a plan view of a third embc-dlment of the

shoe of the present invention.
FIG. 6 is a side elevational view of the shoe of FIG.

5.
FIG. 7 is a plan view of the shoe of FIG. § showing

the closure assembly in the open position.
FIG. 8 is a perspective view of a fourth embodiment

of the shoe of the present invention.

FI1G. 9 is a perspective view of a fifth embodiment of
the shoe of the present invention.

FIG. 10 is a perspective view of a sixth embodiment
of the shoe of the present invention.

FI1G. 11 is another view of the shoe of FIG. 10.

FIG. 12 is a partial perspective view of a seventh
embodiment of the shoe of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a partial perspective view of an eighth
embodiment of the shoe of the present invention.

FIG. 14 is a perspective view of a ninth embodiment
of the shoe of the present invention.

FIG. 15 is a side sectional view of a shoe of the pres-
ent invention showing various arrangements of the
strap used with the closure assembly of the present
invention.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

FIGS. 1 and 2 show an athletic shoe 10 of the present
invention. The shoe 10 is shown as a running-type shoe
formed of a sole 12 and uppers 14 having a variable V
throat instep opening 16 and a tongue 18. The shoe 10 is
provided with an adjustable and flexible closure assem-
bly which is secured across the shoe opening 16 and
includes a fastener strap 20 secured to one side of the
shoe 10 and an anchor strap 22 secured on the opposite
side of the opening 16 of the shoe 10. The anchor strap
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22 includes a free end 28 having a D-ring 30 which
forms an opening through which the free end 26 of the
fastener strap 20 passes to secure the closure assembly.
The fastener strap 20 utilizes a flexible, multi-adjustable,
separable fastener having first and second fastening
members including an array of complementary, coact-
ing, flexible gripping elements on each of the members,
such as a Velcro-type co-acting hook and loop fastening
means including a pad of hook fastening material 32
positioned on the fixed end 24 of the fastener strap 20
and a pad 34 of loop fastening material positioned on the
free end 26 of the fastener strap 20.

In ‘use, the variable opening 16 expands in order to
accommodate the wearer’s foot as he inserts it into the
shoe. The free end 26 of the fastener strap 20 is passed
through the D-ring 30 on the anchor strap 22. The
wearer brings the shoe uppers inwardly by pulling the
fastener strap 20 until the precise desired tautness is
achieved. The loop fastening means 34 at the free end 26
of the fastener strap 20 is placed to co-act with the hook
fastening means 32 at its fixed end 24 to secure the shoe.

FIGS. 3 and 4 show a second embodiment of a shoe
40 of the present invention. The shoe 40 is a child’s shoe
including a sole 42 and uppers 44 and it includes a U-
throat variable opening 46 and tongue 48. The shoe is
provided with an adjustable and flexible closure assem-
bly, including a fastener strap 50 secured to one side of
the shoe and an anchor strap 52 secured to the opposite
side of the shoe, across the variable opening 46. The
fastener strap 50 includes a fixed end 54 and a free end
56 and the anchor strap 52 includes a free end 58 having
a grommet 60 adapted to receive the free end 56 of the
fastener strap 50. The fastener strap 50 is provided with
a hook and loop Velcro type fastening means including
a pad of hook fastening material 62 on the fixed end 54
of the strap fastener 50 and a pad of co-acting loop
material 64 on the free end 56 of the fastener strap 50.

The shoe is secured in basically the same manner as
the shoe described with respect to FIGS. 1 and 2; that
s, the free end 56 of the fastener strap 30 is passed
through the grommet 60 and folded back to secure the
hook and loop fastening means when the precise desired
tautness is achieved. This arrangement is particularly
useful in children’s shoes since only one hand is required
to secure the closure assembly once the fastener strap 50
Is passed through the grommet 60 in the anchor strap
52.

FIGS. §, 6 and 7 show a third embodiment of a shoe
80 of the present invention which is a blucher-type of
athletic shoe including a sole 82 and uppers 84 and
having a variable opening formed by quarters 86 and 88
and a tongue 90. The shoe is also provided with an
adjustable and flexible closure assembly of the same
type as described with reference to FIGS. 1 and 2 in-
cluding a fastener strap 92 having a hook and loop
Velcro-type fastening means integrally attached thereto
and an anchor means 94 including a D-ring 96 which
receives the fastener strap 92.

FIG. 8 illustrates a fourth embodiment of a shoe 100
of the present invention. The shoe is shown as a soccer
or football type shoe including a sole 102 and uppers
104 and a variable opening with a vamp 106 having
laces 108 and a tongue 110. The shoe 100 includes an
adjustable and flexible closure assembly which overlays
the upper portion of the laces 108 and further secures
the shoe and includes a fastener strap 112, an anchor
strap 114 securing a connector plate 116 through an
opening 115 and having another opening 118 through
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which the fastener strap is passed and the closure assem-
bly secured using a hook and loop Velcro-type fasten-
ing means in the same manner as described with refer-
ence to the above figures.

FIG. 9 shows a fifth embodiment of the present in-
vention. A low-cut basketball or tennis-type shoe 120
includes a sole 122 and uppers 124 and a variable open-
ing with a U-throat vamp 126, laces 128 and a tongue
130. The shoe includes a fastener strap 132 made of
co-acting elasticized hook and loop Velcro type mate-
nal. An anchor strap 134 includes a D-ring 136 having
a roll bar 138 which allows the fastener strap 132 to
glide smoothly to secure the closure assembly.

FIGS. 10 and 11 show another embodiment of the
present invention in the form of a high-cut basketball-
type shoe 150 including a sole 152 and uppers 154. The
shoe includes a variable opening and quarters 156 and
158, laces 160 and a tongue 162. The shoe 150 is pro-
vided with an adjustable and flexible closure assembly
including a fastener strap 164 and an anchor strap 166 of
the same type as described hereinabove. The fastener
strap 164 includes a fixed end 165 attached to shoe 150
where sole 152 and uppers 154 adjoin and a free end
having hook or loop Velcro-type fastening means and
the anchor strap 166 includes a D-ring 168 through
which the fastener strap 164 passes. The closure assem-
bly is positioned further back and higher up on the
instep of the shoe to provide greater security at the
ankle area of the wearer’s foot. The closure assembly in
all other respects is essentially the same as that shown in
FIGS. 1 and 2 and is secured in the same manner as
described therewith.

FIG. 12 illustrates a low-cut athletic type shoe 180
having two adjustable and flexible closure assemblies of
the same type as described with reference to FIG. 3
including anchor straps 182 and 184 with grommets 186
and 188 which form the openings to receive the fastener
straps 194 and 192. Each of the fastener straps 194 and
192 utilize a Velcro-type hook and loop fastening means
including a pad 196 of loop type material and a pad 198
of hook type material which are secured in the same as
described hereinabove.

FIG. 13 shows another shoe 200 having a U-throat
variable opening 202 and tongue 204. The shoe 200
includes an adjustable and flexible closure assembly
utilizing a bifurcated fastener strap 206 including a body
portion having a pad 208 of loop Velcro-type material
secured adjacent its free end and leg members with
fixed ends 214 and 216 attached adjacent the variable
opening 202 -on one side of the shoe. The leg members
of the bifurcated fastener strap 206 pass through and are
retained by grommets 210 and 211 forming openings on
the opposite side of the variable opening 202. A separate
pad 212 of hook Velcro-type material is attached adlja-
cent the edge of the variable opening 202 to which the
fixed bifurcated members 214 and 216 of the fastener
strap 206 are attached. The pad 212 of hook Velcro-
type material coacts with pad 208 of loop Velcro-type
material at the one end of fastener strap 206 to secure
the closure assembly after the precise desired tautness is
achieved.

FIG. 14 shows still another embodiment of the pres-
ent invention. A low-cut athletic type shoe 240 having
a variable opening and quarters 242 and 244 and a
tongue 246 1s provided with an adjustable and flexible
closure assembly utilizing a bifurcated fastener strap
248, the free end of which is provided with a pad of
loop Velcro-type fastening material 250. Each member
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241 and 243 of the bifurcated fastener strap 248 passes
through D-rings 251 and 252 respectively formed on
anchor straps 253 and 254. A pad hook Velcro-type
material 256 is provided on the opposite side of the shoe
and is adapted to coact with pad 250 of loop Velcro-
type matenal to secure the closure assembly.

The bifurcated fastener strap shown in FIGS. 13 and

14 has the advantage of always being retained by the
opening in the anchor means so that it is not necessary
to reinsert the fastener strap of the closure assembly
each time a shoe is put on the wearer’foot. This is partic-
ularly useful for handicapped persons or for small chii-
dren.
FIG. 15 illustrates various arrangements where the
fixed ends of the fastener and anchor straps are secured
to the shoe and the location where the free ends of the
straps engage to fasten. FIG. 15a shows a fastener strap
f, the fixed end of which is secured at the junction of the
sole of the shoe and the shoe upper and which does not
extend passed the side of the shoe to which it is secured.
The anchor strap a is also secured at the junction of the
sole and the shoe upper on the other side of the shoe and
extends over the shoe to the side where the fastener
strap is located to secure the closure assembly. FIG. 15b
illustrates an arrangement where the fastener strap f is
attached above the sole of the shoe and extends partway
over the shoe. The anchor strap a is also attached above
the sole of the shoe and extends over the shoe to engage
the fastener strap. FIG. 15c illustrates a closure arrange-
ment wherein a fastener strap f is secured above the sole
and extends over the shoe to the opposite side. An an-
chor strap a is secured above the shoe sole but remains
on that side of the shoe to engage the fastener strap.

These various arrangements in length and location of
both the fastener strap and the anchor strap are inter-
changeable and may be used on any of the embodiments
shown in this application as long as the arrangement is
consistent with that particular style of shoe. As shown
in FIGS. 15b and 15c, the strap may be secured at a
point relatively near the sole of the shoe, FIG. 15b, or at
a point well up on the shoe uppers, FIG. 15c.

It will be appreciated various modifications may be
made in the present invention. As indicated above, any
suitable separable fastener including first and second
fastening members having complementary, coacting,
flexible gripping elements may be used in place of the
hook and loop fastening means. Other changes may be
made, for example, the closure assembly may be placed
on either side of the shoe and the Veicro fastening
means and cooperating opening are interchangeable or
multiple closure assemblies may be used. Also, the in-
vention works equally well whether the opening is a
D-ring, grommet or connector plate or any other type
of opening, and these are also readily interchangeable
on the various embodiments of shoes contemplated by
the present invention. |

What is claimed is:

[1. A shoe having a sole, uppers and a variable instep
opening in combination with an adjustable and flexible
closure assembly spanning said variable instep opening,
said closure assembly comprising:

a flexible, multi-adjustable, separable fastener means
having first and second fastening members includ-
ing arrays of complementary, coacting flexible
gripping elements for securing said closure assem-
bly;

a fastener strap included on one side of said shoe’

having a fixed portion and a free end, said free end
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6

including said first fastening member, said second
fastening member positioned adjacent said fixed
portion of said fastener strap; and

anchor means on the opposite side of said shoe, said

anchor means having an opening through which
said free end of said fastener strap passes permitting
adjustment to maintain a precise desired tautness of
said closure assembly to fasten said shoe.]

2. The shoe of claim [1] 29 wherein said arrays of
complementary, coacting flexible gripping elements
include an array of hook type gripping elements on said
first fastening member and an array of loop type grip-
ping elements on said second fastening member.

[3. The shoe of claim 1 wherein said anchor means
opening is formed of a D-ring.}

4. The shoe of claim [1] 29 wherein said [anchor
means ] opening is formed of a grommet.

[5. The shoe of claim 1 wherein said anchor means
opening is formed of a connector plate. ]

6. The shoe of claim [3] 25 wherein said D-ring is
provided with a roll bar.

[7. The shoe of claim 1 wherein said anchor means
forms a strap having a fixed end and a free end, said free
end including said anchor opening. ]

8. The shoe of claim [1] 29 wherein said fastener
strap is made of elasticized material.

9. The shoe of claim [1] 29 wherein said uppers
include quarters defining said variable instep opening
and satd closure assembly is connected to said quarters
spanning said variable instep opening.

10. The shoe of claim [1] 29 wherein said uppers
includes a vamp defining said variable instep opening
and said closure assembly is connected to said vamp
spanning said variabie instep opening.

11. The shoe of claim [1] 29 wherein said vamp
further includes a U-throat member further defining
said variable instep opening.

12. The shoe of claim [1] 29 wherein said vamp
further includes a V-throat member further defining
said variable instep opening.

13. The shoe of claim [7] 27 wherein said fastener
and said anchor straps are connected to the shoe at the

Junction of the sole and uppers adjacent the heel area of

said uppers.

14. The shoe of claim [1] 29 further including a
second adjustable and flexible closure assembly span-
ning said variable instep opening.

[15. The shoe of claim 1 wherein said fastener strap
Is bifurcated forming two leg members fixed to one side

of the shoe and a body member portion spanning said

leg members permanently retaining said leg members in
said anchor means on the opposite side of said shoe.)
16. The shoe of claim [15] 28 wherein said body
portion of said bifurcated fastener strap is free and in-
cludes a pad of hook and loop fastening material.
17. The shoe of claim 16 [further including] wherein

said second fastening member includes a separate pad

of hook and loop fastening material which coacts with
said pad on said bifurcated fastener strap.

18. The shoe of claim [7] 27 wherein said fastener
strap crosses said shoe to engage said anchor strap on
the opposite side of said shoe.

19. The shoe of claim [7] 27 wherein said anchor
strap crosses said shoe to engage said fastener strap on
the opposite side of said shoe.

20. The shoe of claim 10 wherein said fastener strap
and said anchor strap extend to engage between said
shoe uppers.
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21. The shoe of claim [1] 29 wherein said fixed end

of said fastener strap is connected at the point where
said sole and uppers join.

22. The shoe of claim [7] 27 wherein said fixed end
of said fastener strap is connected to said uppers above
said sole.

23. The shoe of claim [7] 27 wherein said anchor
strap is connected at the point where said sole and said
uppers jou.

24. The shoe of claim [7]} 27 wherein said anchor
strap 18 connected to said uppers above said sole.

25. A shoe having a sole, uppers and a variable instep
opening in combination with an adjustable and flexible
closure assembly spanning said variable instep opening
said closure assembly comprising:

a flexible, multi-adjustable, separable fastener means
having first and second fastening members including
arrays of complementary, coacting flexible gripping
elements for securing said closure assembly;

a fastener strap included on one side of said shoe having
a fixed portion and a free end, said free end including
said first fastening member, said second fastening
member positioned adjacent said fixed portion of said
jfastener strap; and

anchor means on the opposite side of said shoe, said
anchor means having an opening formed of a D-ring
through which said free end of said fastener strap
passes permitting adjustment to maintain a precise
desired tautness of said closure assembly to fasten said
shoe.

26. A shoe having a sole, uppers and a variable instep
opening in combination with an adjustable and flexible
closure assembly spanning said variable instep opening,
said closure assembly comprising:

a flexible, multi-adjustable, separable fastener means
having first and second fastening members including
arrays of complementary, coacting flexible gripping
elements for securing said closure assembly;

a fastener strap included on one side of said shoe having
a fixed portion and a free end, said free end including
said first fastening member, said second fastening
member positioned adjacent said fixed portion of said
fastener strap; and

anchor means on the opposite side of said shoe, said
anchor means having an opening formed of a connec-
tor plate through which said free end of said fastener
strap passes permitling adjustment to maintain a
precise desired tautness of said closure assembly to
fasten said shoe.

27. A shoe having a sole, uppers and a variable instep
opening in combination with an adjustable and flexible
closure assembly spanning said variable instep opening,
said closure assembly comprising:

a flexible, multi-adjustable, separable fastener means
having first and second fastening members including
arrays of complementary, coacting flexible gripping
elements for securing said closure assembly;

a fastener strap included on one side of said shoe having
a fixed portion and a free end, said free end including
said first fastening member, said second fastening
member positioned adjacent said fixed portion of said
Jfastener strap; and

anchor means on the opposite side of said shoe, said
anchor means having an opening through which said
Jree end of said fastener strap passes permitting ad-
justment to maintain a precise desired tauness of said
closure assembly to fasten said shoe, said anchor
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means forming a strap having a fixed end and a free
end, said free end including said anchor opening.

28. A shoe having a sole, uppers and a variable instep
opening in combination with an adjustable and flexible
closure assembly spanning said variable instep opening,
said closure assembly comprising:

a flexible, multi-adjustable, separable fastener means
having a first and second fastening members includ-
ing arrays of complementary, coacting flexible grip-
ping elements for securing said closure assembly;

a bifurcated fastener strap included on one side of said
shoe having a fixed portion and a free end, said free
end including said first fastening member, said second
Sfastening member positioned adjacent said fixed por-
tion of said fastener strap, said bifurcated fastemer
strap forming two leg members fixed to one side of the
shoe and a body member portion spanning said leg
members permanently retaining said leg members in
an anchor means on the opposite side of said shoe; and

anchor means on the opposite side of said shoe, said
anchor means having an opening through which said
Jree end of said fastener strap passes permitting ad-
justment to maintain a precise desired tautness of said
closure assembly to fasten such shoe.

29. A shoe having a sole, uppers and a variable instep
opening in combination with an adjustable and flexible
closure assembly to span and close the variable instep open-
ing, said closure assembly comprising:

a flexible, multi-adjustable, separable fastener means
having first and second fastening members each in-
cluding arrays of complementary, coacting flexible
gripping elements for securing said closure assembly;

a fastener strap having a free end and a fixed portion
permanently attached to the shoe and positioned at
one side of the variable instep opening, said first fas-
tening member being fixed to said free end of said
Jastener strap, said second fastening member being in
alignment with said fastener strap and being fixed
adjacent to said fixed portion of said fastener strap;

an anchor strap having a free end and a fixed portion
permanently attached to the shoe and positioned at the
opposite side of the variable instep opening, said free
end of said anchor strap including an opening through
which said free end of said fastener strap passes to
adjust and close the variable instep opening; and

said closure assembly spanning the variable instep open-
ing and overlaying the shoe uppers at the area where
said fastener strap passes through said opening, the
portion of the shoe uppers adjacent the variable instep
opening providing a cushion between said closure
assembly and the wearer's instep;

whereby this construction permits the adjustment and
Jastening of said closure assembly to a precise desired
tautness and secures the shoe by the coaction of said
first and second fastening members.

3Q. The shoe of claim 29 wherein the fixed portions of
said fastener strap and said anchor strap are attached to
the shoe uppers.

31. The shoe of claim 30 wherein the fixed portion of the

60 fastener strap is attached to the shoe upper adjacent to the

sole of the shoe.

32. The shoe of claim 30 wherein the second fastening
member is positioned on the fastener strap.

33. The shoe of claim 30 wherein the fixed portion of the

65 anchor strap is attached to a shoe upper adjacent to the sole

of the shoe.
34. A shoe having a sole, uppers and a variable instep
opening in combination with an adjustable and flexible
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closure assembly to span and close the variable instep open-
ing, said closure assembly comprising:

a flexible, multi-adjustable, separable fastener means
having first and second fastening members each in-
cluding arrays of complementary, coacting flexible
gripping elements for securing said closure assembly;

a fastener strap having a free end and a fixed portion
permanently attached to the shoe and positioned at
one side of the variable instep opening, said first fas-
tening member being fixed to said free end of said
fastener strap, said second fastening member being in
alignment with said fastener strap and being fixed
adjacent to said fixed portion of said fastener strap;

anchor means permanently attaching a D-ring to the

10

shoe and positioning said D-ring at the opposite side of 13

the variable instep opening, said D-ring providing an
opening above the shoe upper through which said free
end of said fastener strap is adapted to pass to adjust
and close the variable instep opening; and

said closure assembly spanning the variable instep open-
ing and overlaying the shoe uppers at the area where
said fastener strap passes through said opening, the
portion of the shoe uppers adjacent the variable instep
opening providing a cushion between said closure
assembly and the wearer’s instep;

whereby this construction permits the adjustment and
fastening of said closure assembly to a precise desired
tautness and secures the shoe by the coaction of said
first and second fastening members.

35. The shoe of claim 34 wherein the D-ring is pivotably
attached to the shoe so that the pivotal- movement of the
D-ring is independent of the movement of the shoe uppers.

36, The shoe of claim 35 wherein said anchor means
comprises an anchor strap having a fixed portion perma-
nently attached to one side of the shoe and a free end at
which the pivotable D-ring is connected.

37. The shoe of claim 36 wherein said anchor strap is
fixed to a shoe upper.

38. The shoe of claim 36 wherein said anchor strap is
fixed at a point where the sole and uppers join.

39. The shoe of claim 36 wherein said D-ring is provided
with a roll bar to allow the fastener strap io glide smoothly
and easily provide precise adjustment of the closure assem-
bly.

40. A shoe having a sole, uppers, a variable instep open-
ing, a plurality of lace eyelets in said uppers and positioned
along both sides of the variable instep opening and laces
strung through said lace eyelets, said laces and eyelets
serving as a first fastening means, in combination with an
adjustable and flexible closure assembly to span and close
the variable instep opening and provide greater support to
the wearer’s foot, said closure assembly comprising:

a flexible, multi-adjustable, separable fastener means
having first and second fastening members each (n-
cluding arrays of complementary, coacting flexible
gripping elements for securing said closure assembly;

a fastener strap having a free end and a fixed portion
permanently attached to the shoe and positioned at
one side of the variable instep opening, said first fas-
tening member being fixed to said free end of said
Jfastener strap, said second fastening member being in
alignment with said fastener strap and being fixed
adjacent to said fixed portion of said fastener strap;

an anchor strap having a free end and a fixed portion
permanently attached to the shoe and positioned at the
opposite side of the variable instep opening, said free
end of said anchor strap including an opening through
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which said free end of said fastener strap passes [0
adjust and close the variable instep opening; and
said fastener strap and said anchor strap combining 10
span the variable instep opening and overlay at least
some of the laces and thereby provide greater support-
ing fastening means and comfort to the wearer’s foot;

whereby this construction of said closure assembly serves
as a second fastening means, provides considerable
fastening support in addition to that provided by the
laces and permits the adjustment and fastening of said
closure assembly to better retain the precise desired
tautness as well as provide greater fastening security
for the shoe by the coaction of said first and second
fastening members.

41. The shoe of claim 40 wherein said closure assembly
overlays the shoe uppers at the area where said fastener
strap passes through said opening, the portion of the shoe
uppers adjacent the variable instep opening providing a
cushion between said closure assembly and the wearer's
instep.

42. The shoe of claim 40 wherein the fastener strap and
the anchor strap are positioned to overlay the upper area of
the variable instep opening.

43. The shoe of claim 40 wherein the fixed portion of
said fastener strap is attached to one side of the shoe proxi-
mate to the heel area of the shoe where the sole and uppers

join and the fixed portion of said anchor strap is attached

to the other side of the shoe proximate to the heel area of
the shoe where the sole and the uppers join so that the
closure assembly overlays the upper instep of the shoe and
provides greater support and fastening security at the ankle
area of the wearer’s fool.

44. The shoe of claim 41 wherein said opening in said
anchor strap is a D-ring pivotably attached to said free end
of said anchor strap.

45. A shoe having a sole, uppers, a variable instep open-
ing, a plurality of lace eyelets in said uppers and positioned
along both sides of the variable instep opening and laces
strung through said lace eyelets, said laces and lace eyelets
serving as a first fastening means, in combination with an
adjustable and flexible closure assembly to span and close
the variable instep opening and provide greater support 1o
the wearer's foot, said closure assembly comprising:

a flexible, multi-adjustable, separable fastener means
having first and second fastening members each in-
cluding arrays of complementary, coacting flexible
gripping elements for securing said closure assembly;

a fastener strap having a free end and a fixed portion
permanently attached to one side of the shoe proxi-
mate to the heel area of the shoe where the sole and
the uppers join and positioned at one side of the vari-
able instep opening, said first fastening member being
fixed to said free end of said fastener strap, said sec-
ond fastening member being in alignment with said
fastener strap and being fixed adjacent to said fixed
portion of said fastener strap; |

an anchor strap having a free end and a fixed end per-
manently attached to the opposite side of the shoe
proximate to the heel area of the shoe where the sole
and uppers join and positioned at the opposite side of
the variable instep opening, said free end of said an-
chor strap including an opening through which said
free end of said fastener strap passes to adjust and
close the variable instep opening;

said fastener strap and said anchor strap combining 1o
span the variable instep opening and overiay at least
some of the laces at the upper portion of the variable
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instep opening to provide greater support and fasten-
ing security at the ankle area of the wearer’s foot;
whereby this construction of said closure assembly serves
as a second fastening means, provides considerable
Jastening support in addition to that provided by the
laces, permits the adjustment and fastening of said
closure assembly to better retain the precise desired
tautness as well as provide greater fastening security
Jjor the shoe by the coaction of said first and second
Sfastener members.

46. The shoe of claim 43 wherein said closure assembly
spans and overlays the uppers at the area where said fas-
tener strap passes through said opening, the portion of the
shoe uppers adjacent the variable instep opening providing
a cushion between said closure assembly and the wearer's
instep.

47. The shoe of claim 45 wherein said opening in said
anchor strap is a D-ring pivotably attached to said free end
of said anchor strap.

48. A shoe having a sole, uppers and a variable instep
opening in combination with an adjustable and flexible
closure assembly to span and close the variable instep open-
ing, said closure assembly comprising:

a flexible, multi-adjustable, separable fastener means
having first and second fastening members each in-
cluding arrays of complementary, coacting flexible
gripping elements for securing said closure assembly;

@ non-retractable, bifurcated U-shaped fastener strap for
spanning the variable instep opening, said bifurcated
U-shaped fastener strap having an integral free end
portion and a pair of spaced, elongated leg members
permanently attached at their fixed ends to one side of
the shoe and positioned at onme side of the variable
instep opening, said integral free end portion intercon-
necting the two leg members at their ends opposite to
the fixed ends attached to the shoe, said first fastening
member being fixed to said integral free end portion of
said bifurcated fastener strap, said second Jastening
member being in alignment with said bifurcated fas-
tener strap and being fixed adjacent to said fixed ends
of said leg members;

permanent anchor means positioned on the opposite side
of said variable instep opening, said anchor means
including a pair of openings through which said leg
members pass, the integrai free end portion of said
bifurcated fastener strap preventing the withdrawal of
said bifurcated fastener strap from said open ings;

wherein the bifurcated U-shaped flexible strap spans the
variable instep opening and is always retained within
said openings in said anchor means and whereb y this
construction permits simultaneous manipulation of
both leg members of the bifurcated strap to adjust and
Jasten said closure assembly to a precise desired taut-
ness and secure the shoe by the coaction of said first
and second fastening members.

49. The shoe of claim 48 wherein the closure assembl! ly
overiays the shoe uppers at the area where said Jastener
strap passes through said opening so that the portion of the
shoe uppers adjacent the variable instep opening provides q
cushion between said closure assembly and the wearer's
instep.

30. The closure assembly of claim 48 wherein the Sixed
ends of said leg members are attached to the shoe adjacent
the variable instep opening.

31. The closure assembly of claim 48 wherein the second
Jastening member is positioned adjacent the edge of the
variable instep opening.
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d2. The closure assembly of claim 48 wherein the anchor
means comprises a pair of anchor straps, each having a free
end and a fixed end permanently attached to the shoe, said

. pair of openings being formed in said free ends of said

anchor straps.
33. The closure assembly of claim 52 wherein each of
said pair of openings in said anchor straps is a D-ring

pivotally connected to the respective free end of the respec-

tive anchor strap.

54. The closure assembly of claim 48 wherein said open-
ings are formed in the shoe uppers proximate to the vari-
able instep opening.

J3. The closure assembly of claim 54 wherein each of
said openings is formed of a grommet.

36. A shoe having a sole, uppers and a variable instep
opening in combination with an adjustable and flexible
closure assembiy to span and close the variable instep open-
ing, said closure assembly comprising:

a flexible, multi-adjustable, separable fastener means
having a first and second fastening members each
including arrays of complementary, coacting flexible
gripping elements for securing said closure assemb! A

a non-retractable, bifurcated U-shaped fastener strap for
spanning the variable instep opening, said bifurcated
U-shaped fastener strap having an integral free end
portion and a pair of spaced, elongated leg members
permanently attached at their fixed ends to one side of
the shoe and positioned at one side of the variable
instep opening, said integral free end portion intercon-
necting the two leg members at their ends opposite to
the fixed ends attached to the shoe, said first Jastening
member being fixed to said integral free end portion of
said bifurcated fastener strap, said second fasten ing
member being in alignment with said bifurcated fas-
tener strap and being fixed adjacent to said fixed ends
of said leg members;

anchor means permanently attaching a pair of D-rings
to the shoe and positioning the D-rings at the opposite
side of the variable instep opening, said D-rings pro-
viding a pair of openings through which said leg mem-
bers pass, the integral free end portion of said bifur-
cated fastener strap preventing the withdrawal o f the
bifurcated fastener strap from said openings;

wherein the bifurcated U-shaped flexible strap spans the
variable instep opening and is always retained within
said openings in the anchor means and whereby this
construction permits simultaneous manipulation of
both leg members to adjust and fasten said closure
assembly to a precise desired tautness and secure the
shoe by the coaction of said first and second fastening
members.

37. The shoe of claim 56 wherein each D-ring is pivota-

bly artached to the shoe so that the pivotable movement of
each D-ring is independent of the movement of the shoe

uppers.

38. The shoe of claim 56 wherein said anchor means
comprise a pair of anchor straps each having a free end and
a fixed end permanently attached to the shoe and wherein
said D-rings are pivotably connected to the respective free
ends of said anchor straps.

59. A shoe having a sole, uppers and a variable instep
opening in combination with an adjustable and flexible
closure assembly to span and close the variable instep open-
ing, said closure assembly comprising:

a flexible, muiti-adjustable, separable fastener means
having first and second fastening members each in-
cluding arrays of complementary, coacting flexible
gripping elements for securing said closure assembi 'y
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a non-retractable, bifurcated U-shaped fastener strap for members passing under a portion of said upper and
spanning the variable instep opening, said bifurcated through said openings, the integral free end portion of
U-shaped fastener strap having an integral free end said fastener strap preventing the withdrawal of the
portion and a pair of spacecf, elongated leg mm:lber:s bifurcated fastener strap from said openings;
permanently attached at their fixed ends tooneside of 5\ porein the bifurcated U-shaped flexible strap spans the
{he shoe mfd pos '.M.Md at one side of and . variable variable instep opening and is always retained within
instep opening. said integrai free end portion intercon- said openings in the upper and whereby this construc-

necting the two leg members at their ends opposite to
the fixed ends attached to the shoe, said first fastening

member being fixed to said integral free end portion of 10 _ : *
said bifurcated fastener strap, said second fastening said closure assembly to a precise de:s':red tqutness and
member being in alignment with said bifurcated fas- secure the shoe by the coaction of said first and second

tener strap and being fixed adjacent to said fixed ends fastening members.
of said leg members; 60. The shoe of claim 59 wherein each of said openings

a pair of openings formed in the upper of the shoe on the 15 is formed of a grommet.
opposite side of said variable instep opening, said leg *

tion permits simultaneous manipulation of both leg
members of the bifurcated strap to adjust and fasten
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