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(57 ABSTRACT

A combined package and display system for fabric
goods includes a transparent or translucent polyethyl-
ene package, heat sealed or otherwise secured about its
periphery, conta"i'ﬁ-i'ng’ghe goods and suitable advertising
matenal. Where the product is, for exampie, a tarpaulin,
also of polyethylene and having grommets about 1ts
periphery, and the package 1s formed so that its top
edge is constructed as a means for attachment to a sup-
porting surface and contains grommets of similar mate-
rial and strength as those contained in the product itself.
In this way, the package can be mounted for display
purposes by its grommets, while the nature and quality
of the grommets of the goods can be tangibly observed
and felt by the prospective purchaser. Also secured, and
displayed exteriorly by one of the package grommets, to
the top edge of the package is a sample of the product
itself, so that the actual product being sold 1s well pro-
tected when displayed for sale while permitting the
prospective purchaser to tangibly test and féed the na-
ture and character of the product.

6 Claims, 3 Drawing Figures
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PACKAGE AND DISPLAY SYSTEM

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion: matter printed in italics indicates the additions made

by reissue.

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates, in general, to the retail packag-
ing of products and relates, 1n particular, to a unique
retail package for tarpaulins or other products of similar
nature.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PRIOR ART

In the retail trade there are, of course, many ways of
display products for sale. Considering the particular
sroduct which is the subject of the preferred form of
this invention, i.e., tarpaulins, the tarpaulins may be
displayed simply unpackaged or “by themselves’ on a
counter or shelf. This method of display enables the
prospective purchaser to feel and handle the tarpaulin
so as to obtain some impression as to its strength and the
characteristics and the nature of the product. The diasd-
vantage of this display method is that it is rather diffi-
cult to attach any advertising material to the product
and, also, the product is subject to soiling or other dam-
age by indiscriminate handling prior to its final sale.

Another method which is commonly used is to pack-
age articles, including tarpaulins, in clear bags or pack-
ages of polyethylene or similar transparent or translu-
cent material. This enables the prospective purchaser to
view the goods but also protects the product from soil-
ing or other damage. The disadvantage with this ap-
proach here, of course, is that the prospective purchaser
is unable to handle or feel the actual product so as to
ascertain to his own satisfaction the nature and charac-
ter of the product.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

It has been found that the advantages of both of the
types of display and packaging just described can be
achieved while eliminating the disadvantages of both by
providing a unique packaging and display system.

Accordingly, it has been discovered that the product,
such as for example the tarpaulin referred to above, can
be packaged in a transparent or transiucent polyethyl-
ene package, heat sealed or otherwise secured about 1ts
edges to effectively protect the product when displayed
for retail sale, as well as during shipping and handling.
Such a package renders the product visible to the pro-
spective purchaser, and also makes it possible to insert
advertising material which is also visible to the prospec-
tive purchaser.

It has further been found that if grommets of the type
normally found in a tarpaulin are mounted on the top
edge of the package, that the prospective purchaser 15
able to ascertain the quality of the product grommets
without actually handling the tarpaulin itself. These
grommets also, of course, serve as a means for hanging
or otherwise mounting the overall package for display
purposes.

It has further been found that a sample piece of the
material of which the tarpaulin is manufactured can be

10

15

20

25

30

35

43

50

535

63

sealed to the one edge of the package by ore of the

grommets, thereby enabling the prospective purchaser

2

to handle and ascertain the nature of the product with-
out actually damaging or soiling the product itself.
Accordingly, production of an improved package
and display system of the character above-described
becomes the principal object of this invention, with
other objects thereof becoming more apparent upon a
reading of the following brief specification, considered
and interpreted in view of the accompanying drawings.

OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the improved pack-
age.

FIG. 2 is an enlarged end elevational view taken
along the line 2—2 of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a partial, enlarged section view taken along
the line 3—3 of FIG. 1.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENT

Referring first then to FIG. 1, the improved package
and display combination generally indicated by the
numeral 10, includes a transparent or translucent poly-
ethylene bag 11 within which the product 20, which 1n
this case is a tarpaulin, can be displayed. The bag 18
preferably an extruded tube, heat sealed or otherwise
secured along its bottom edge 12 with an open top.

The top edges 13 and 14, which are extensions of the
walls of the bag, are folded over reinforcing or stiffen-
ing bars 15,15 with the laminate thus formed being
secured together by a plurality of grommets 16 which
are of the same nature, strength and quality as the grom-
mets 21 of the tarpaulin 20 itself. In the preferred form
of the invention, they are, in fact, identical.

The product 20 is illustrated as being a tarpaulin
consisting of a sheet of material having a plurality of
grommets 21 along at least one edge and folded for
insertion into the package or bag 11.

Also received within the bag 11 is advertising mate-
rial 30 which is readily visible to the prospective pur-
chaser through the package from the front or rear or
both.

Secured at the top edge of bag 11 by one of the grom-
mets 16, is a sample 40 of the tarpaulin material. The
sample 40 is folded over the top of top edges 13 and 14
and secured as can readily be seen in FIG. 3. This mate-
rial is thus accessible to the prospective purchaser.

The system thus accomplishes several objects.

First, a secure package 10 is provided so that the
product 20 is protected during storage, shipping and
display against soiling or other damage.

Second, the product 20 is readily visible to the pro-
spective purchaser so that its aesthetic qualities such as,
for example, color, texture, etc., can be readily ascer-
tained.

Third, due to the disposition of sample 40, the physi-
cal characteristics of the product 20 such as strength,
etc., can be ascertained by the purchaser without dam-
age to the product.

Fourth, advertising material 30 can easily be dis-
played with the product without detracting from the
other advantages of the system and without any deterio-
ration or damage thereto during shipping, storage, and
display.

While a full and complete description of the invention
has been set forth in accordance with the dictates of the
Patent Statutes, it should be understood that modifica-
tions can be resorted to without departing from the
spirit hereof or the scope of the appended claims.
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For example, the tnvention has been illustrated and
described 1n 1ts preferred embodiment with the product
20 being a tarpaulin, but the inventive principles of the

system are believed to be adaptable to the display of

simtlar goods as well.

Also, while certain specific materials, such as poly-
ethylene, have been referred to herein, other materials
having similar characteristics and properties can be
employed.

Finally, the bottom edge of bag 11 has been described
as being heat sealed but it should be understood that
other methods of closing the package can be employed.

What is claimed is:

1. A package system for fabric goods having a plural-
ity of grommet reinforced openings along at least one
edge, comprising:

(A) a transparent cover enveloping the goods:;

(B) said cover being closed along its edges and form-
Ing a support section along at least one of said
edges;

(C) a plurality of grommet reinforced openings in said
support section;
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(D) said openings being reinforced by grommets of ¢

the same size and physical properties as the grom-
mets of the goods; and

(E)} a strip of the same material as the goods being
secured to said cover at one of said reinforced
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openings thereof and disposed exteriorly of said
cover,

2. The package system of claim 1 wherein said strip of
material 1s secured to said cover by one of said grom-
mets.

3. The package system of claim 1 wherein informa-
tion imparting material is disposed interiorly of said
cover between said cover and said goods.

4. A package system for fabric goods having at least one
grommet reinforced opening in at least one edge, compris-
ng.

(A) a transparent cover enveloping the goods:

(B) said cover being closed adjacent its edges and form-

ing a support section along at least one of said edges;

(C) at least one grommet reinforced opening in said
support section,

(D) said opening being reinforced by a grommet of sub-
stantially the same size and physical properties as the
grommet of the goods, and

(E) a strip of the same material as the goods being se-
cured to said cover at said reinforced opening thereof
and disposed exieriorly of said cover.

5. The package system of claim 4 wherein said strip of
material is secured to said cover by said grommet in said
support section.

0. The package system of claim 4 wherein information
imparting material is disposed interiorly of said cover,

between said cover and said goods.
* . * x L
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