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[57) ABSTRACT

A protective football glove is formed of a tough pliable
casing for fitting across the back of the hand and wrist
of the user. A thick resilient hand pad is contained in the
casing on the back of the hand portion of the glove and
a thinner resilient wrist pad is contained in the casing
abutting the hand pad for fitting over the wrist of the
user. A hinge point is formed between the hand pad and
the wrist pad to permit flexing of the wrist. Finger loops
extend between the sides of the casing at the outer end
of the hand pad. A VELCRO strap means is provided at
the inner end of the glove for adjustably fastening the
glove in position on the user.

24 Claims, 5 Drawing Figures
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PROTECTIVE FOOTBALL GLOVE

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ J appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made

by reissue,

The present invention relates to a protective glove
for athletes. Football injuries have occurred with 1n-
creasing frequency in recent years due to the aggressive
nature of the sport. This is particularly true with college
and professional football. The hands are particularly
susceptible to mjury.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Various types of gloves have been provided for hand
protection in athletic events. U.S. Pat. No. 3,903,546
discloses a glove for striking sports such as karate. The
outer shell is molded and is too stiff for football pur-
poses because it prevents adequate hand moving and
flexing. It has a stiff portion covering the wrist which
prevents wrist flexing. The glove slides onto the hand
and there is no means for securing it snugly to the wrist.

U.S. Pat. No. 3,890,649 shows a football glove that 1s
similar to a baseball mitt with openings permitting the
fingers and thumb to extend free without protection. It
does not cover the wrist to give protection to the wrist.

U.S. Pat. No. 3,605,120 is directed to a training mitt
that completely encloses the fingers. It is not suitable for
effective play and does not provide wrist protection.
The fingers are completely contained, and a player
cannot remove the mitt by himself due to the lacing.

Another approach is shown in U.S. Pat. No.
3.924,272. It is similar to the application in U.S. Pat. No.
3,903,546 and has the same disadvantages. In addition,
the device extends completely up to the elbow which
renders it cumbersome and difficult to work with. It 1s
aimed at training drills for using the arm in making
contact.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,067,063 discloses a protective glove
using a pneumatic guard. The guard extends over the
wrist and although it protects the wrist, it prevents the
wrist from flexing as required during play. The glove 1s
secured by slipping it on and wrapping with tape. Thus,
it is not easy to remove or adjust to different situations
during a game. The football center, for example, needs
a loose wrist strap for a long snap and a tight wrist strap
for a short snap.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,295,229 shows a football glove
wherein the hand pad extends well over the fingers.
preventing freedom of finger movement. It includes
double finger loops, thumb webs and a palm strap laced
to the wrist strap. The thumb protection extends up the
wrist. This glove is cumbersome and requires two peo-
ple to put it on. The lacing prevents quick loosening of
the wrist portion for ball handling.

A protective football glove is needed which will
protect the portions of the hand and wrist most often
subject to injury. Such a glove needs to be simple and
sturdy. A player must be able to put it on and remove it
by himself. The glove is required to permit wrist move-
ment while at the same time providing good wrist pro-
tection.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The deficiencies of the prior art are overcome and the
requirements for an effective commercial glove are met
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by the present invention that provides a glove of tough.,
flexible material containing a resilient hand pad extend-
ing across the back of the hand and covering the first
knuckles of the fingers. Finger loop means are pro-
vided. Wrist protection means includes hinge means for
permitting the wrist to flex. An adjustable fastening
means at the wrist portion permits quick adjustment or
removal by the player wearing the glove.

DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a side elevation partly sectioned and show-
ing one embodiment of the protective football glove of
the present invention on the hand of a user.

FIG. 2 is a back view of the glove shown in FIG. 1
with the strap opened and including a thumb guard.

FIG. 3 is a partial view of the palm of the glove
shown in FIGS. 1 and 2.

FIG. 4 is a side elevation of another embodiment of
the football glove of the present invention.

FIG. 5 is an elevation showing the palm side of the
glove shown in FIG. 4.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
INVENTION

Referring to FIG. 1 of the drawings, a protective
football glove 10 is shown attached in place on the hand
12 of the user. The glove includes a resilient rubber
hand pad 14 contained in a casing 16 of tough leather.
Although the pad is resilient, it is stiff enough to pro-
vide protection for the back of the hand. The hand pad
covers the back of the hand and extends forward to a
point that covers the first knuckle of the fingers. Experi-
ence has shown that this is an area that is often damaged
by linemen on a football team. A thinner rubber Wrist
pad 18 of like stiffness extends from the end of the pad
14 to a point up the arm a short distance beyond the
wrist. A hinge seam 20 is stitched through the wrist pad
18 and casing 16 to form a flexing point that permits
ready flexing of the wrist of the user. The glove casing
16 is formed by a top portion and a bottom portion
stitched together along the sides. A protective leather
bead 22 is stitched around the periphery of the glove to
prevent the seams of the glove from fraying and to
afford additional wear resistance for the glove.

Hand pads one-half inch to one inch thick are best
suited to linemen. Defensive backs prefer a hand pad
about one-quarter inch thick. The wrist pad is thinner
than the hand pad and is normally between one-eighth
inch and one-half inch thick depending upon the size of
the hand pad.

Leather side flaps 24 and 26 extend from the sides of
the glove shown in FIGS. 1-3 of the drawings. A strong
elastic band 28 is stitched to these side flaps and extends
across the open palm of the glove so that the glove is
held snugly in position without covering and restricting
the palm of the hand. A finger loop 29 1s formed on the
side flap 24 and a finger loop 30 is formed on side flap
26. A leather band forms finger loops and is stitched n
place at 38 and 40 over the free ends of the finger loops
29 and 30. The band is also stitched at 42 to divide the
loops 32 and 34. Thus, the fingers are held firmly in
position in the glove adjacent the strap 28 and this com-
bination and positioning of features secures the protec-
tive pad 14 firmly to the back of the hand.

A strip of Velcro 44 is stitched to the back of the
glove near the inner end. A fastening strap 46 1s stitched
to the glove and includes a Velcro section 48. The glove
can be quickly and easily fastened in place, and ad justed
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or removed by the player, without help, by engaging or
disengaging the Velcro portions 44 and 48. When a
Center 1s using the glove, he can adjust the strap 46
loosely for long snaps of the ball and adjust it more
firmly for short snaps of the ball to give the required
hand and wrist action while still providing good protec-
tion.

Some players prefer thumb protection and FIG. 2 of
the drawings shows the glove of F1G. 1 with a thumb
guard as an integral portion of the glove. The thumb
portion 50 includes a rubber thumb pad 52, similar to
the wrist pad 18, in the casing behind the thumb. The
front part of the thumb guard 50 includes a thumb loop
(not shown) similar to the finger loops. The hinge seam
20 extends below the pad 52 and provides a pivot line
for the thumb. This embodiment of the glove is pro-
duced in models including the thumb portion and with-
out the thumb portion.

FIGS. 4 and 5 of the drawings disclose another em-
bodiment of the present invention including a hand pad
14 on the back of the glove and the finger loops 29, 30,
32 and 34. The face of the glove in this embodiment
differs in that a leather palm cover 54 is stitched at the
sides of the glove and extends across the face of the
glove. The palm cover contains a rubber palm pad 56
extending along the little finger side of the hand and
curving toward the center of the hand at the bottom in
a half horseshoe configuration. This portion of the hand
has a large number of fine bones that are easily dam-
aged. The palm pad covers the downward extension of
the little finger on the front and side on that side of the
hand and terminates at substantially the middle of the
hand at the bottom. The pad is normally about one-
quarter inch thick.

This palm pad provides a good cushion pushing sur-
face for pushing the opponent without damaging the
hand. The hand is not unduly restricted because of the
configuration of the palm pad. The bottom of the palm
cover 1s cut upwardly in an arc 58 which aids wrist
flexing. The glove shown in this embodiment is particu-
larly good for linebackers providing them with the
ability to push without damaging the hand while still
leaving the hand flexible enough for tackling or grip-
ping the ball.

The thumb portion 50 extends from the palm cover
>4 and has a rubber pad 52 thereon to protect the
thumb. The thumb pad is normally about one-quarter
inch thick. A fastening strap 46 has a Velcro section that
fastens on the Velcro section 44 on the back of the wrist
portion of the glove. This embodiment includes the
wrist protection pad 18, the hinge bead 20 and the pro-
tection bead 22 as in the other embodiments. The wrist
pad 18 extends around the side of the wrists as in the
other embodiments.

The present invention provides a lightweight, strong,
protective football glove that permits finger and hand
movement while being retained securely in place. The
glove can be quickly and easily put on, adjusted or
removed by the player himself without requiring assist-
ance. Good protection is afforded with a glove that is
not bulky and that feels good on the hand.

Having thus described my invention, I claim:

1. A protective football glove comprising:

a casing of tough pliable material for covering the
back of the hand and extending from a point just
past the first finger knuckles to a location before
the wnist;
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4

finger loops adjacent the outer end of said casing on
the inner face thereof:

a hand pad of resilient material in said casing extend-
ing from the outer end of said glove to a point
forward of the wrist for covering the back of the
hand:

a wrist pad of resilient material in said casing and
extending from a point inward from said hand pad
to a point a short distance up the arm from the
WTISt;

a hinging bead between said hand pad and said wrist
pad for accommodating wrist flexing;

wrist strap means extending from one side of said
casing and having quick connect means thereon:
and

quick connect means on the back of said casing for
connecting with said quick connect means on said
Wwrist strap:

said quick connect means being adjustable.

2. A protective football glove according to claim 1
wherein a bead is provided around the periphery of the
glove for protecting the periphery of the glove from
damage.

3. A protective football glove according to claim 1
wherein the casing includes a thumb guard extending
from one side of said glove and including a protective
pad enclosed in said casing at the back of said thumb
guard;

a thumb loop formed in the front of said thumb guard

for securing the thumb of the user in position: and
said hinging bead extends beneath said thumb guard
to provide a hinge line for the thumb of the user.

4. A protective football glove for linemen according
to claim 1 wherein the quick connect means on said
wrist strap is a Velcro strip and the quick connect
means on the back of said casing is a Velcro strip;

said Velcro strips providing an adjustable connec-
tion.

5. A protective football glove according to claim 1
wherein a palm cover extends across the face of the
glove beneath said finger loops.

6. A protective football glove according to claim 5
wherein a palm pad of resilient material is positioned on
said palm cover below the little finger loop, said palm
pad extending inward toward the wrist portion and
curving toward the center of the glove to provide a
push pad in the general configuration of a half horse-
shoe.

7. A protective football glove according to claim 5
wherein a thumb pocket is formed on said palm cover,
and a thumb pad of resilient material is provided on the
surface of said thumb pocket.

8. A protective football glove according to claim 5
wherein a palm pad of resilient material is positioned on
said palm cover below the little finger loop, said paim
pad extending inward toward the wrist portion and
curving toward the center of the glove to provide a
push pad in the general configuration of a half horse-
shoe; and

a thumb pocket is formed on said palm cover with a
thumb pad of resilient material on the surface of
said thumb pocket.

9. A protective football glove according to claim 8
wherein said palm cover is cut out at the bottom to
accommodate wrist flexing.

10. 4 protective football glove comprising:

a casing of tough pliable material for covering the back

of the hand, said casing having an outer end forward
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of the first finger knuckles to cover the same and 18. A protective football glove according to claim 15
extending rearwardly to a point up the arm a short wherein said palm cover is cut out at its rearward end 1o
distance beyond the wrist; accommaodate wrist flexing.
a hand pad of resilient material in said casing, said hand 19. A protective football glove comprising:
pad extending rearwardly from the outer end of said 5  a casing of tough pliable material for covering the back
casing lo a point forward of the wrist for covering the of the hand, said casing having an outer end forward
back of the hand; of the first finger knuckles to cover the same and
a wrist pad of resilient material in said casing, said wrist extending rearwardly 10 a point up the arm a short
pad extending from a point generally adiacent the distance beyond the wrist,

rearward end of said hand pad to a point a short 10 @ hand pad of resilient material in said casing, said hand
distance up the arm from the wrist; pad extending rearwardly from the outer end of said

a hinging bead extending through said casing and said glove to a point forward of the wrist for covering the

wrist pad to accommodate wrist flexing; back of the hand; S | -
ﬁﬂ'g&'?" Imps ﬂ’djﬂcen[ fhe outer gnd Ofsafd Casfng on rhe a wris! Pﬂd GfrESIZIEﬂf mafEffﬂi n Sald casing, Safd wrist

palm face thereof: 15 pad extending fmm. a point generally a:?jacem the
wrist strap means extending from one side of said casing rearward end of said hand pad to a point a short

and having quick connect means thereon; and h“f““‘:"m’i ”F:i t;:e arm f) ’?Z’k’}'e Wwrist; o
complementary quick connect means for adjustably a hinging beaa between said nand pad and said wrist pad

connecting with said quick connect means on said 0 Jor t;ccommodatzr;g ﬂexmf of said 333"9" PR
wrist strap to help secure said glove on the hand. Jinger loop means adjacent the outer end of said casing,

11. A protective football glove according to claim 10 Wrist strap means extending from one side of the rear-
wherein a bead is provided around the periphery of said ward portion of said casing and having quick connect

. . ) ans thereon: and
love for protecting the periphery of said glove from dam- me "
gge Jor p g tne peripnery of giove | complementary quick connect means on the rearward

12. A protective football glove according to claim 10 25 portion of said casing for adjustably connecting with

. . . . said quick connect means on said wrist strap.
including an elastic band extending across the palm face of 9 P

. : ) . o 20. A protective football glove according to claim 19
said casing, said elastic band being situated rearwardly of wherein ‘f bead is ; rovided iroun d the peﬁ:p hery of the

saf d finger Iﬂ?p s 10 help h?m., said glove snugly in position glove for protecting the periphery of the glove from damage.
without covering .and restricting the palm .af the harfi 30 21. A protective football glove according to claim 20

hi 3. A protective f "f"f;a” glove according ;f’ dam; 40 including an elastic band extending across the paim face of
waerein Safd casing ihc udes a thum? guard exienging said casing, said elastic band being situated rearwardly of
Jfrom one side of said glove and including a protective pad said finger loop means to help hold said glove snugly in

enclosed in said casing at the back of said fh""’f—’ guara; position without covering and restricting the palm of the
a thumb loop formed on the palm face of said thumb 3 hand. ‘
guard for securing the thumb of the user in position; 22. A protective football glove according to claim 21
_Md o | wherein said casing includes a thumb guard extending
said hinging bead extends beneath said thumb guard to from one side of said glove and including a protective pad
provide a hinge line for the thumb of the user enclosed in said casing at the back of said thumb guard, a

-7.4* A P"Off‘-’f”:"f faptbaif glove for linemen acmr.df'ng fﬂ 40 thumb loop formed on the palm face of said thumb guard
claim 10 whe:rem said quick ‘—‘Dﬂﬂffi'f means on said wrist for securing the thumb of the user in position, and wherein
strap and said complementary quick connect means are said hinging bead extends beneath said thumb guard to

Velcro strips. provide a hinge line for the thumb of the user.

15. A protective football glove according to claim 10 23. A protective football glove according to claim 19
including a palm cover extending across the palm face of 45 including a palm cover extending across the palm face of
said glove and rearwardly of said finger loops. said glove and rearwardly of said finger loop means, and a

16. A protective football glove according to claim 15 palm pad of resilient material positioned on said paim
wherein a palm pad of resilient material is positioned on cover below the little finger portion of said loop means, said
said paim cover below the little finger loop, said palm pad palm pad extending rearwardly toward the wrist portion
extending rearwardly toward the wrist portion and curving 50 and curving toward the center of the glove to provide a push
toward the center of the glove to provide a push pad in the pad in the general configuration of a half horseshoe.
general configuration of a half horseshoe. 24. A protective football glove according to claim 23

17. A protective football glove according to claim 15 wherein a thumb pocket is formed on said palm cover, and
wherein a thumb pocket is formed on said palm cover, and a thumb pad of resilient material is provided on said thumb

a thumb pad of resilient material is provided on said thumb 55 pocket.

pocket. I L
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