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[57] ABSTRACT

A high strength, modular screw anchor i1s disclosed
which exhibits enhanced failure resistance notwith-
standing use of essentially the same amount of material
as conventional anchors, and which can be installed
using existing installation equipment. The preferred
screw anchors of the invention include an elongated rod
having one or more separate, specialized anchor mem-
bers supported thereon, and an improved, obliquely
oriented, beveled earth-penetrating lead to facilitate
installation, particularly in rocky soils. The anchor
member ncludes a tubular, central, rod-receiving hub
presenting a polygonal in cross-section bore there-
through, and an outwardly extending helical blade af-
fixed to and coaxial with the hub. In installation proce-
dures the anchor rod is passed through the hub bore and
the anchor member is operably coupled to the rod (as
by resting it atop an outwardly extending shoulder
provided on the rod); the tubular shank of a standard
anchor wrench 1s next telescoped over the anchor rod
and inserted into the hub bore such that a driving con-
nection is established between the rod, shank and an-
chor member. Axial rotation of the wrench thus effects
corresponding rotation of the screw anchor for installa-
tion purposes. The earth-penetrating lead of the screw
anchor may be formed integrally with the major portion
of the rod, or threaded thereon; in the latter case the
overall length of the rod can be adjusted as desired. The
modular nature of the screw anchors hereof permits
stocking of only a relatively few standard components
which can be used as needed 1n the field to achieve a
desired anchor configuration.

18 Claims, 21 Drawing Figures
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MODULAR SCREW ANCHOR HAVING LEAD
POINT NON-INTEGRAL WITH HELIX PLATE

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ ] appears in the
original patent but forms ne part of this reissue specifica-
tion; matter printed in italics indicates the additions made

by reissue.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention is concerned with an im-
proved, modular screw anchor (and a method of install-
ing the same) which is characterized by extremely high
resistance to breakage, particularly during installation
when the anchor is subjected to high torsional loadings.
More particularly, it 1s concerned with such modular

screw anchors having separate rod and anchor members
and which are designed to be installed using conven-
tional, existing screw anchor wrenches and the like. A
prime feature of the anchors in accordance with the
invention is that greatly improved resistance to break-
age is obtained despite the fact that the quantity of metal
used in fabrication of the anchors is essentially the same
as that of prior units having significantly lower resis-
tance to breakage.

2. Description of the Prior Art

Present day earth screw anchors used by utilities and
others for guying purposes generally comprise an elon-
gated, solid, square in cross-section shaft having one or
more helical, outwardly extending, load-bearing blades
welded thereto, and an elongated, upwardly extending
anchor rod threadably coupled to the anchor shaft. In
installation procedures, an elongated anchor wrench
including a tubular shank is telescoped over the anchor
rod and drivingly engages the anchor shaft at the region
of the helical blade or blades. Such engagement is estab-
lished by virtue of a mating fit between the square cross-
section of the shaft, and the corresponding square tubu-
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lar configuration of the wrench shank. Installation of 40

the anchor is accomplished by powered rotation of the
wrench which in turn effects corresponding rotation of
the anchor shaft and blade, so that the anchor is
screwed into the earth. This is continued until the blade
reaches sub-soil having a density sufficient for holding
purposes.

Although conventional anchors and installation
methods are well established, a number of problems
remain. One of the most serious difficulties of relatively
recent origin stems from the fact that the torque capac-
ity of modernday installation equipment significantly
exceeds the maximum torsional strengths of standard
anchors. That 1s to say, newer installation equipment
will commonly have a torque capacity in the range of
ten thousand foot-pounds or more, whereas standard
anchors have rated strengths in the range of four to
seven thousand foot-pounds. As a result, utilities have
experienced anchor breakage during installation, partic-
ularly in hard, dense, rocky soils. The principal break-
age mode i1s that of anchor shaft breakage under tor-
sional load when the helix strikes an obstruction. In
other cases the helix may be stripped from the shaft, or
the anchor wrench may split and simply rotate relative
to the earth anchor.

One possible solution to these problems is to simply
use thicker and stronger metal components 1n the an-
chor shaft and helix. However, this alternative i1s not a
practical solution because of the cost involved and more
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importantly because it would necessitate the purchase
of new anchor wrenches and related equipment. Obvi-
ously, utilities are loathe to simply scrap their expensive
installation equipment if another solution 1s available.
Accordingly, attempts have been made to strengthen
conventionally sized earth anchors by improving mate-
rial quality (e.g., by using special steel alloys having
enhanced torque strength) and/or heat treating the
central anchor shafts. However, these efforts have
achieved only limited success, and are also relatively
(twice Or more) expensive.

Another fact of present anchors is the loss in strength
which is inherent in the factory welding of the helix to
the central shaft. This weld loss typically ranges from a
few percent to as high as 10 to 15% and is directly
subtractive from the strength of the central shaft. This
can lead to field breakage during installation attempts
by utilities and 1s a source of increased costs and con-
stant concern on the part of the user. For the reliability
required in utility electric distribution lines, the user
must be confident that the anchor as installed will be
undamaged after it has been subjected to installation
torques. With present systems the user 1s forced to se-
lect the product torques just adequate for installation
because of product costs and the wrench system in use,
and this increases the risk of undetected damage to the
anchor during nstallation.

Another limitation of present screw anchors is that
when a strong anchor installation is desired 1n a particu-
lar soil, the maximum rod size, which must always be
smaller in cross-section than the anchor shaft, limits the
load holding capacity. This 1s true because the only
practical way to attach the anchor rod to the anchor
shaft is by drilling and tapping the shaft. The threaded

- connection zone thus becomes the holding power limit.

Present maximums are about 36,000 Ibs., obtained with
a 1” rod.

Yet another problem associated with conventional
anchors stems from the integral welded construction of
the shaft-helix combination. Because of this, users are
required to stock a wide variety of anchor sizes and
types ( e.g., single or multiplex helix units) to meet the
varying demands encountered in the field. As such,
problems or ordering, warehousing and cost are multi-
plied.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The problems described above are in large measure
solved by the present invention. Broadly, the earth
anchors of the invention include an elongated rod along
with an anchor member operatively coupled thereto in
the form of a central, open-ended, rod-receiving hub
having a bore therethrough and an outwardly extending
load-bearing element (such as a helical blade) thereon.
Means such as an upset shoulder on the rod 1s provided
for supporting the anchor member. The hub bore is
advantageously polygonal in cross-section and is sized
for receiving a standard wrench shank therewithin such
that the shank is drivingly connected to the central rod
and anchor member. Disposition of the wrench within
the hub decreases the possibility of wrench breakage,
inasmuch as any such breakage would necessitate a
severe external compression of the tubular shank.

Further, because of the fact that the anchor helix is
secured to a hub spaced a significant distance from the
central rod, the torque lever arm is much longer and
weld length is substantially increased; this permits a
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smaller fillet weld to reduce the strength loss effect, and
increases the shear resistance of the welded helix as
compared with conventional units. This hub design thus
overcomes for the most part the weld strength loss
problem of the usual anchors.

The anchor members of the present invention are
constructed using essentially the same quantity of metal
(or less) as prior units of the same general class, even
though tubular hubs are employed as opposed to sold
shafts. The significance of this fact becomes plain when
it 1s considered that mill prices for large quantities of
stee]l either in solid bars or square structural tubes are
essentially the same on a per pound basis; thus material
costs are not increased with the anchors of the invention
over standard solid shaft designs.

Use of tubular hubs for the anchor members hereof
also greatly enhances the torsional strength of the unit,
as opposed to solid bars. This stems from the demon-
strable fact that the maximum shear resistance of a hol-
low tubular member is greater than that of a sohid cylin-
drical shaft, where the net cross-sectional area of mate-
rial 1s the same 1n both cases.

The modular nature of the anchors of the invention
allows a user to custom design a given anchor in the
field to meet various conditions. For example, if a multi-
ple helix is required, a pair of anchor members can be
placed on a central rod, using a tubular spacer between
the respective hubs. Thus, only a relatively few stan-
dard components need be purchased and stored as com-
pared with present practices.

In short, the anchors of the present invention give a
number of significant advantages from the standpoint of
strength and flexibility of use, without increases in ma-
terial costs and while permitting use of standard installa-
tion equipment.

A wide number of specific anchor configurations are
possible. For example, the anchor member hubs may be
generally square in cross-section, or have a circular
body with a swaged wrench shank-engaging portion.
The hubs may further be unitary, formed of separate
pieces (such as opposed metallic angles), or fabricated
from plate.

An improved anchor lead is also provided to facilitate
installation into dense or rock-like soils. The lead in-
cludes an elongated section oriented at an angle relative
to the longitudinal axis of the remainder of the rod. The
lower end of the section is preferably beveled and pres-
ents an earth-cutting lower edge. The offset section
effectively cuts through the earth during installation to
assist 1n proper anchor placement.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1is a view illustrating the installation of a screw
anchor 1n accordance with the invention, using a pow-
ered digger for this purpose;

FIG. 2 1s a fragmentary, somewhat exploded view
illustrating the components of a screw anchor in accor-
dance with the invention, a conventional screw anchor
wrench, and the end of a kelly bar used in installation
procedures;

FIG. 3 1s an enlarged, fragmentary vertical sectional
view illustrating a modular screw anchor in accordance
with the invention, with the tubular shank of a standard
screw anchor wrench drivingly connected to the screw
anchor;

FIG. 4 i1s a fragmentary view depicting the shoul-
dered, earth-penetrating end of a screw anchor rod in
accordance with the invention;
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FIG. § 1s a sectional view taken along line 5—5 of
FI1G. 4;

FIG. 6 1s a bottom view of the earth-penetrating end
of the rod illustrated in FIGS. 4 and 5;

FIG. 7 is a fragmentary elevational view of an overall
earth anchor rod;

FIG. 8 1s an elevational view similar to that of FIG.
7 and depicting, with parts broken away for clarity, a
shouldered earth anchor rod having a pair of anchor
members disposed thereon and with a tubular spacer
between the respective anchor members;

FIG. 9 1s a view similar to that of FIG. 7 but tllus-
trates another embodiment of the invention wherein an
earth-penetrating lead section 1s threaded onto the end
of a correspondingly threaded rod so as to coopera-
tively present a complete earth anchor rod;

FIG. 10 1s a vertical sectional view of the threadably
mounted, earth-penetrating lead illustrated in FIG. 9;

FI1G. 11 1s a plan view of the anchor member 1n ac-
cordance with the invention, wherein the central hub
thereof 1s cooperatively defined by a pair of elongated,
metallic angles;

FIG. 12 is an elevational view of the anchor member
depicted in FIG. 11;

FIG. 13 1s a plan view of another type of anchor
member in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 14 is an elevational view of the structure illus-
trated in FIG. 13;

FIG. 15 is a plan view of another type of anchor
member 1n accordance with the invention;

FIG. 16 1s an elevational view of the anchor member
of FIG. 15;

FIG. 17 is a plan view of yet another type of anchor
member within the ambit of the invention;

FIG. 181s a side elevational view of the anchor mem-
ber of FIG. 17;

FIG. 19 is a fragmentary elevational view of another
earth anchor of the invention, wherein depending por-
tions of the anchor member hub cooperatively define
the earth-penetrating lead for the anchor;

F1G. 20 is a vertical sectional view taken along line
20—20 of FIG. 19; and

F1G. 21 1s a view similar to that of FI1G. 19, but illus-
trates the use of a second anchor member disposed atop
the lowermost member and presenting a second load-
bearing blade.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

Turning now to the drawings, and particularly FIGS.
2-7, one type of screw anchor 10 in accordance with
the invention 1s illustrated. Broadly speaking, the an-
chor 10 includes an elongated rod 12 made up of a
major portion 14 and an earth-penetrating lead 16, and
a modular one-piece anchor member 18 disposed on and
operatively coupled to the rod 12.

In more detail, the rod 12 in the embodiment 1illus-
traied is an integral member having an elongated, recti-
linear, major portion 14 of cylindrical cross-section (see
FI1G. §), along with a wrench-engaging portion 20 of
generally square cross-section at the lowermost end of
the portion 14, and an upper threaded end 15 (see FIG.
7). An outwardly extending, circular shoulder 22 1s
provided adjacent the lower end of the portion 20 for
purposes to be explained. On the other hand, lead 16 is
in the form of an elongated, generally square section 24
which is obliquely oriented relative to the longitudinal
axis of major portion 14. As can be seen, this section 24
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extends and depends from the shoulder 22, is beveled as
at 25 at i1ts lower end, and presents a lowermost earth-
cutting edge 25a.

Anchor member 18 includes an elongated, open-
ended hub 26 of generally square cross-section and
presenting a similarly configured bore 28 therethrough.
An outwardly extending, load-bearing helical blade 30
1s affixed (as by welding) to the exterior of the hub 26.
As best seen in FIGS. 2 and 3, the hub 26 receives the
rod 12, as well as the wrench-engaging portion 20.
Moreover, the cross-sectional dimensions of the rod are
substantially smaller than the dimensions of the sur-
rounding hub bore 28, and the purpose of this will be
explained hereinafter.

The installation of screw anchor 10 into the earth is
illustrated in FIGS. 1-3. More specifically, the anchor
10 is designed for installation using standard. existing
equipment such as digger 32 and anchor wrench 34.
The powered digger 32 includes the usual boom 36
equipped with a hydraulic motor 38. A drive shaft in the
form of a kelly bar 40 is coupled to the output of motor
38, and is recetved within an adaptor 42. The adaptor 42
1S in turn coupled to the upper end of wrench 34. The
installation wrench 34 is of the type described in U.S.
Pat. No. 3,377,077 (the latter patent being incorporated
by reference herein) and includes a pair of elongated,
shiftable dogs 44 and a tubular, depending, square In
cross-section shank 46.

In installation procedures, the anchor member 18 i1s
first shpped over rod 12 and passed down the length
thereof until the underside of hub 26 engages shoulder
22 (see FIG. 3). At this point the shank 46 of wrench 34
1s telescoped over rod 12 and into the bore 28 of hub 26.
Finally, the lowermost end of the shank 46 is lodged
between the surfaces presented by wrench-engaging
portion 20 of rod 12, and the surrounding surfaces defin-
mg the bore 28. This establishes a mating fit driving
connection between the shank 46, rod 12 and anchor
member 18. Means such as a simple set screw installied
in the wrench tube wall above the upper margin of hub
26, prevents the anchor from sliding up the wrench
during installation (see FIG. 3). Installation of the an-
chor 1s accomplished by axial rotation of shank 46
through the medium of motor 38 and associated drive
described above, which effects corresponding axial
rotation of rod 12 and anchor member 30. When the
anchor has been installed to a desired depth (using ex-
tensions of anchor rod and wrench tube if necessary),
the wrench is withdrawn by pulling the same upwardly
and thereby leaving the anchor 10 installed in place.
‘This mmstalled anchor i1s then ready for installation of a
guy or the like thereto.

The concepts of the present invention permit a wide
variety of variations in specific anchor configurations.
For example, (see FIG. 8 ) a pair of anchor members 18
can be installed upon a rod 12 and spaced a desired
distance through use of simple tubular spacer 48. In
practice, a first anchor member is slipped onto rod 12 as
explained above, and passed down the length thereof
untll shoulder 22 is encountered. Tubular spacer 48 is
next telescoped over the rod 12, followed by the second
anchor member. Installation of this modified form of the
invention proceeds exactly as described above.

FIGS. 9-10 illustrate an alternate anchor rod 50. In
this instance the rod S0 includes an elongated, cylindri-
cal major portion 52 having a threaded lower end 54, a
threaded upper end 56, and a nut 58 applied to the latter.
In this case however a bored earth-penetrating lead 60
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is provided which includes an upper, generally square
In cross-section wrench-engaging portion 62, an out-
wardly extending, circular shoulder 64, and a depend-
ing, elongated lead section 66. As best shown in FIG.
10, an elongated, threaded bore 68 extends vertically
through the entirety of the lead 60; moreover, the longi-
tudinal axis of section 66 is obliquely oriented relative to
the longitudinal axis of major portion 32, and relative to
the axis of bore 68. The lowermost end of the section 66
1s beveled as at 70, and presents an earth cutting edge
72. Rod 50 1s assembled simply by threading the lead 60
onto the lower end 54 of major portion 32. As depicted
in FIG. 9, such threading can be such that the extreme
lower end of the threaded section extends below the
obliquely oriented lead section 66. In this way the over-
all effective length of the anchor rod 50 can be adjusted.
Therefore, the problems heretofore encountered In
providing precise lengths for anchor rods can be easily
OVercome.

Three additional embodiments are shown in FIGS.
11-18, inclusive. In each of these three embodiments an
anchor member in accordance with the invention is
illustrated, and in each case a single helical blade at-
tached to a central hub i1s depicted. In the three embodi-
ments however, various types of central hubs are illus-
trated. Installation of anchors using the anchor mem-
bers of the three embodiments proceeds exactly as out-
Iined above.

FIGS. 11-12 depict an anchor member 74 having a
helical, load-bearing blade 76 and a central hub 78. In
this instance the hub 1s formed from a pair of elongated,
opposed, metallic channels 80, 82 which cooperatively
present an elongated, open-ended central bore 84 there-
between of generally square cross-section. In this in-
stance the welding of the blade 76 to the opposed chan-
nels 80, 82 serves to integrate the overall anchor mem-
ber 74 as a one-piece unit.

FIGS. 13-14 illustrate an anchor member 84 having a
blade 86 and a central hub 88. In this case the hub in-
cludes a circular in cross-section upper tubular portion
90, along with a swaged, restricted lower portion 92
presenting a square in cross-section lower bore 94. In
the use of the anchor member 84, the wrench tube 46 1s
passed downwardly through upper portion 90 and into
engagement with the mner walls defining the lower
bore 94.

FIGS. 15-16 show another anchor member 96 having
a blade 98 and hub 100. Here again, the hub includes a
circular in cross-section upper portion 102, and a
swaged lower portion 104 presenting an octagonal n
cross-section lower bore 106. Referring to FIG. 1§,
insertion of a standard square in cross-section wrench
tube 46 into lower bore 106 is illustrated. As can be
seen, a mating fit between the walls of the wrench
shank, and the walls defining lower bore 106, establishes
a driving connection.

Finally, FIGS. 17-18 depict an anchor member 108
having a helical blade 110 and a central hub 112. In this
instance the hub is formed from a unitary blade 114 of
material which is bent in a spiral-like form to define a
generally square in cross-section, open-ended bore 116
therethrough.

FIGS. 19-21 illustrate another type of anchor in ac-
cordance with the invention. Specifically, this anchor
118 includes an elongated, threaded rod 120 provided
with an adjustable nut 122 adjacent the lower end
thereof. An anchor member 124 is also provided which
includes an open-ended, square tubular section 126 hav-
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ing a helical blade 128 welded to the exterior thereof.
The section defines an elongated bore 130 along the
length thereof, and is provided with annular, inwardly
extending, nut-engaging element 132 which 15 ngidly
affixed to tubular section 126, and which engages nut
122 for supporting the anchor member 124 on rod 120.
The hub 126 further includes a pair of laterally spaced,
side-by-side, depending pointed projections 134 which
extend below the element 132 and in effect define an
earth-penetrating lead for the anchor member 118.

In FIG. 21 a double helix form is depicted which
includes, in addition to rod 120 and anchor member 124,
a second anchor member 136. The member 136 includes
a square tubular hub 138 of length greater than that of
section 126 with a helix 140 welded to the exterior
thereof.

In the use of the FIGS. 19-21 embodiment a standard
wrench tube is passed through the section 126 until
element 132 is reached. This drivingly couples the
wrench tube and the section 126 (in the case of FIG. 21,
the anchor member 136 would be similarly coupled).
The projections 134 define the earth-penetrating lead
for the anchor.

Actual field testing of anchors in accordance with the
invention has confirmed that anchors are very resistant
to load-induced breakage. As pointed out above, this
increase in strength is obtained without use of additional
material as compared with conventional anchors, and
further the anchors hereof can be installed using exist-
ing wrenches and the like. Moreover, the modular na-
ture of the present anchors reduces storage require-
ments and allows purchase of fewer components to
meet various anchoring needs.

The modular construction of the anchors of the in-
vention also allows substantial strengthening of the
rod-lead connection. In prior anchors the outer diame-
ter of the anchor shaft was limited because of the need
to fit within a wrench tube, and accordingly the outer
diameter of the tension rod connected thereto was cor-

respondingly limited. In the present invention however,
- sizing constraints on these components are much less, so
that a larger and stronger tension rod can be employed
(particularly at the region of the lead connection), and
this increases the holding capability of the overall an-
chor. Further, the relative lack of size constraints on the
anchor members hereof makes it possible to use syn-
thetic resin materials in the fabrication thereof as op-
posed to metal.

Having thus described the invention, what 1s claimed
as new and desired to be secured by Letters Patent 1s:

1. In combination:

an elongated rod having earth penetrating lead means

adjacent one end thereof;
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an anchor member initially separate from said rod

and including a hub presenting a bore[therein]}
extending completely through said hub, and an out-
wardly extending, load-bearing element affixed to
the exterior of said hub,

said hub being siidably received on said rod such that

said rod [extending into] extends completely 60

through said hub bore;

means for operably coupling said anchor member to
sald rod;

a wrench including an elongated, tubular shank tele-
scoped over said rod and extending into said hub
bore such that the portion of said shank [ex-
tended] which extends into the hub bore is dis-
posed between said rod and said hub;
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[ structure for drivingly connecting said shank to
both of said rod and said anchor member such that
axial rotation of said shank effects corresponding
rotation of said rod and anchor member and distri-
bution of driving forces from said shank to said rod
and anchor member, wherebyl said wrench
shank having outer wall surfaces for cooperative, driv-
ing engagement with an internal portion of said hub
defining at least a part of said bore,

said wrench shank having inner wall surfaces,

said rod having structure for complemental, mating fit
with said inner wall surfaces of said wrench shank
such that said wrench, in disposition over said rod and
within the hub bore of said anchor member, is opera-
ble to prohibit free lateral play of said rod relative to
said anchor member and establish a connection of
sufficient strength to enable driving rotation of said
anchor member as well as independent, driving rota-
tion of said rod lead means under forces such that
installation of the rod and anchor member 1nto the
earth 1s facilitated without collapse of said wrench
shank or breakage [ thereof; and means defining an
earth-penetrating lead adjacent one end of said
rod]) of said rod or anchor member.

2. The combination as set forth in claim 1, said hub

being defined by an elongated, tubular member.

3. The combination as set forth in claim 1 said hub
being defined by a pair of elongated, opposed, metallic
angles cooperatively defining said bore therebetween.

4. The combination as set forth in claim 1, said hub
having one end thereof of lesser diameter than the re-
mainder of the hub.

8. The combination as set forth in claim 1, said load-
bearing element comprising a helical blade.

6. The combination as set forth in claim 1 wherein
said coupling means comprises engagement structure on
one of said hub or rod for supporting said anchor mem-
ber.

7. The combination as set forth in claim 6 wherein
said engagement structure comprises outwardly extend-
ing shoulder means on said rod.

[8. The combination as set forth in claim 1 wherein
said connecting structure comprises cooperative mating
fit wall surfaces on said wrench shank, rod, and hub
respectively.

9. The combination as set forth in claim 1, wherein
said internal portion of said hub defining said bore in-
cludes walls at least in part defining said hub bore and
presenting a section thereof of polygonal cross-section,
said wrench shank being of non-circular cross-section
for operatively engaging said walls.

10. The combination as set forth in claim 1 wherein
said [lead-defining] Jead means comprises an elon-
gated terminal section.

11. The combination as set forth in claim 10, said
terminal section being oriented at an angle relative to
the major portion of said rod.

12. The combination as set forth in claim 10 wherein
said terminal section is threadably coupled to said major
portion of said rod.

13. The combination as set forth in claim 10, said
terminal rod section being provided with an elongated,
threaded bore therethrough, said rod being threaded for
reception in said bore for adjustment of the overall
length of the entire rod, including said terminal section.

[ 14. The combination as set forth in claim 1 wherein
said lead-defining means comprises at least one earth
penetrating portion connected to said hub.}
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[15. The combination as set forth in claim 1, said
anchor member being free of permanent connection to
said rod, whereby said combination 1s modular in na-
ture.}

16. In a method of driving an anchor into the earth
wherein the anchor includes an elongated rod having
lead means and an outwardly extending load-bearing
element operably coupled to the rod, and wherein the
method includes the steps of telescoping an elongated,
tubular wrench shank over said rod, drivingly connect-
ing said wrench shank and rod, and axially rotating said
shank to effect corresponding rotation of the rod and
element to install said anchor into the earth, the im-
proved method which comprises:

providing an anchor member having an open-ended

hub presenting a bore therethrough, with said ele-
ment affixed to the exterior of the hub;
passing said rod completely through said hub and
operably coupling said anchor member to the rod;

telescoping said wrench shank over said rod, end
inserting the end of said shank into said hub bore
such that said shank end is disposed between said
rod and hub[, and drivingly engaging said con-
necting said shank, rod and anchor member] and
to prohibit free lateral play of said rod relative to said
anchor member and for establishment of a connection
of sufficient strength to enable driving rotation of said
anchor member as well as independent, driving rota-
tion of said rod lead means; and

axially rotating said wrench shank to effect distribu-

tion of rotative driving forces from the shank di-
rectly and independently to said rod and also directly
and independently to said anchor member, and
[corresponding rotation of} to correspondingly
rotate said rod and anchor member such that instal-
lation of said rod and anchor member into the earth is
facilitated without collapse of said wrench shank or
breakage of said rod or anchor member.

17. An earth anchor, comprising:

an elongated rod having an earth-penetrating lead

means adjacent one end thereof, and outwardly
extending, polygonal shoulder-defining structure
proximal to said lead;

an anchor member including an open-ended hub hav-

ing interior walls defining a bore therethrough
extending between said open ends, and an out-
wardly extending load-bearing member secured to
said hub,

said hub being slidably received on said rod [passing]}

extends completely through said hub bore, with
portions of said bore-defining walls surrounding
said shoulder-defining structure being in spaced
relationship from said structure and cooperatively
defining a polygonal structure-receiving opening;
and
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means operably coupling said anchor member to said
rod,

the cross-sectional dimensions of said bore, and the
spacing between said shoulder-defining structure
and said wall portions, being sufficient for passage
of a complemental wrench tube between said inte-
rior walls and said rod, and between said wall por-
tions and said shoulder-defining structuref[, for
establishing a driving engagement and connection
between said tube, shoulder-defining structure and
opening-defining wall portions, whereby axial rota-
tion of the tube distnibutes rotative driving forces
from the tube to the rod and anchor member and
effects corresponding rotation in unison to said rod
and anchor member, in order to facilitate installa-
tion of the anchor into the earth without anchor
breakage to prohibit lateral free play of said rod
relative to said anchor member and to establish a
connection of sufficient strength to enable driving
rotation of said anchor member as well as driving
rotation of said rod lead means under forces such that
installation of the rod and anchor member into the
earth is facilitated without collapse of said wrench
shank or breakage of said rod or anchor member.

18. The earth anchor as set forth in claim 17, said hub

bore being polygonal and of substantially constant
cross-sectional dimensions throughout the length
thereof between said open ends.

19. An anchor rod, comprising:

an elongated rod presenting an upper end and an
opposed lower end;

a radially outwardly extending flange adjacent the
lower end of said rod, said flange being engageable
with an anchor member having an outwardly extend-
ing load bearing member:

an elongated earth-penetrating lead below said
flange, the longitudinal axis of said lead being dis-
posed at an angle relative to the longitudinal axis of
said rod; and

radially outwardly extending, polygonal shoulder-
defining structure above said flange and proximal
thereto, said flange extending radially outwardly
from said rod farther than said shoulder-defining
structure,

said lead serving to cut through the earth during
rotative installation of the rod to facilitate installa-
tion thereof, particularly in densse or rocky soils,

said shoulder-defining structure being engageable with
internal walls of a tubular wrench shank for a cooper-
ative, mating fit connection such that as said shank is
rotated, the rotative forces are evenly distributed to
said rod without breakage thereof.

20. The combination as set forth in claim 1, said rod

being of integral construction.

21. The combination as set forth in claim 1, said rod

being formed of separable components threadably coupled

together.
x o ¥ X x
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