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157 ABSTRACT

A device for installation in automotive vchicles for
safely snuffing out cigarettes. The device primarily 1in-
cludes a base fitting in which is carried an expandable
split tube which is tapered at its lower extremity in
order to snuff out a cigarette completely, prior to the
placing or urging it into an ashtray.

2 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures
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Re. 29.001

1
CIGARETTE SNUFFING DEVICE FOR VEHICLES

Matter enclosed in heavy brackets L 1 appears in the
~original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi-

cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions

made by reissue.

- This invention relates to cigarette snuffing devices,
and more particularly to a cigarette snuffing device for
automotive vehicles.

It s therefore the primary purpose of this invention
to provide a snuffing device which will be of such struc-
ture so as to be installed on top of the dashboard of the
vehicle in order that the smoker may snuff out the
cigarette safely without taking his eyes off of the road.

Another object of this invention is to provide a ciga-
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rette snuffing device of the type described which has an

- expandable split tube which 1s tapered at its lower ex-
tremity and is received within an externaily threaded
sleeve which may extend below the dashboard of the
vehicle by means of a fitting which 1s secured thereto
by suitable nut fastner means.

A further object of this invention is to provide a
device of the type described in which the upper extrem-
ity includes a concave portion for guiding the cigarette
butt into the device in order that it may be pushed
down into the tapered and split tube for 1t to be snuffed
out and the device will retain the snuffed out cigarette
until another cigarette is urged into the device on top of
the snuffed out cigarette.

A still further object of this invention is to provide a
device of the type described which has a rubber O-
shaped ring carried within a groove in the outer periph-
ery of the upper extremity of the split tube, the rubber
ring normally urging the split portions of the tube to-
‘gether while expanding sufficiently to enable the butt
to be pushed into the tube to be snufted out.

Other objects of the present invention are to provide
a cigarette snuffing device for vehicles which is simple
in design, inexpensive to manufacture, rugged in con-
struction, easy to use and efficient in operation.

These and other objects will be readily evident upon
a study of the following drawmg and the accompanying
‘drawing, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a vertical cross sectional view of the present
invention,

FIG. 2 is a cross sectional view taken along the line

2—2 of FIG. 1;
FIG. 3 1s an enlarged vertical cross secnonal view of

the split t_ube and concave member, shown assembled
and removed from the device of FIG. 1 for the sake of

clarity; and
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The concave member 17 includes an extension 18 for
being received in the upper portion of split tube 13, the
concave member 17 enabling the smoker to guide the
cigarette butt easily into device 10 in order that it may
be safely snuffed out. After the cigarette butt is placed
into the split tube 13 the inner bore defined by the two
halves of the tube 13 will frictionally engage and retain
the cigarette butt so that it will be completely snuffed
out in a minimum of time and will thus be retamed
therein by the elasticity of the O-ring 16.

When another cigarette butt is to be extinguished 1t 1s
placed into device 10 on top of the butt retained within
the tube 13 and when the second butt 1s urged down-
ward, it will thus expand the tubc 13 and discharge the
first or previous cigarette butt into an ash receptacle.

What | claim is:

1. A snuffing device adapted for use in automotive
vehicles comprising means for mounting said device
upon a horizontal surface of a dashboard, said device
including a vertically disposed tapered and split tubce
adapted to receive a cigarette butt to be snuffed
therein, an O-ring carried by the upper portion of said
tube adapted to resiliently resist expansion of the split
elements of the tube whereby a butt may be rctained
therein and discharged downwardly therefrom after
being snuffed, said mounting means including a cen-
trally apertured concave guide means having a dis-
charge tubular part extending downwardly into the
upper portion of said split tube, and a tubular portion
surrounding said guide and discharge tubular part and
having an internally threaded portion at the lower end
thereof, and a vertically disposcd elongated sleeve hav-
ing external threads at the upper end thereof adapted
to engage the internal threads of said tubular portion,
the sleeve having a planar upper end and a lock nut
thereon adapted to engage the lower end of said tubu-
lar portion, said split tube having a downwardly di-
rected shoulder located below said O-ring and spaced
slightly therefrom, whereby placing a butt downwardly
in said device will cause said split tube element to pivot
about said shoulder against the resistance of said O-ring
thereby causing the snuffing of said butt and whereby
the placing of a succeeding butt therein in a like man-
ner will cause the first to be discharged downwardly
therefrom, and also the snuffing of said succeedmg

~ butt.
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2. A snuffing device comprising a hollow mounting
member, a tapered and split tube adapted to receive a
cigarette butt to be snuffed therein, an cutwardly project-
ing shoulder intermediate the ends of the split tube, the
hollow mounting member receiving the split tube and
supporting the latter by said shoulder in a substantially

vertical position, resilient means engaging the split tube
for resiliently resisting expansion of the lower portion of

* FIG. 4 is an enlarged plan view of the O-ring shown 55 the split elements of the tube, whereby a butt may be

kremoved from FIG. 3.

According to this invention, a cigarette snuffing de-
vice 10 is shown to include a fitting 11 for mounting the
device 10 within a vehicle’s dashboard (not shown) and
secured therein by a conventional lock nut 19 thread-
ingly engaged around a threaded sleeve 12. The exter-
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nally threaded sleeve 12 receives the expandable split

tube 13, the tube 13 having a shoulder portion 14 for
- resting against the upper extremity of the sleeve 12

- which is threadably received within fitting 11. A groove

15 in the upper extremity of the split tube 13 carries the
O-ring 16 which is of rubber so as to be expandable for
the preferred operation of the device 10.
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retained therein and discharged downwardly therefrom

after being snuffed, a concave guide member mounted

above the split tube and having a central aperture regis-

tering with the upper end of said split tube, whereby

inserting a butt downwardly through said central aper-
ture and into the split tube will cause the split tube ele-
ments to expand against the resilient resistance of said

- resilient means, thereby causing the snuffing of said butt

and whereby the insertion of a succeeding butt therein in

a like manner will cause the first butt to be discharged

downwardly therefrom and also the snuffing af said suc- |

ceeding butt.
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