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[57] ABSTRACT

Mobile home skirting is disclosed comprising a top
track, a bottom track and a plurality of panels in said
tracks, each track having a front wall and a back wall,
L each panel having a major portion forming a front
wall thereof and a minor portion forming a back wall
thereof, ] said panels arranged in edge overlapping
and independently vertically slidable relationship to
each other when disposed 1n said tracks with the front
and back walls of the panels in contact, respectively,
with the front and back walls of said tracks, the front
wall of each panel and the front wall of [eachl ar
least one track [ both } being formed with mutually
engageable locking means for retaining said panels In
said tracks, the back wall of each panel and the back
wall of each track K both 1 being formed for free en-
gagement relative to each other, said panels being ver-
tically slidable in said tracks when the bottom track
moves vertically in respect to the top track on account
of weather changes, each panel being vertically slid-
able independently of the other panels when said pan-
els are disposed in said tracks for installation or disas-
sembly of said panels in respect to said tracks, the
front wall of each panel capable of being flexed in re-
spect to the front wall of Leach } the respective track
so as to release said locking means to permit removal
of said panel from the front side of said mobile home

skirting.
S Claims, S Drawing Figures
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_ MOBILE HOME SKIRTING |
~ Matter enclosed in heavy brackets [ J appears in the
original patent but forms no part of this reissue specifi-

cation; matter printed in italics indicates the additions
made by reissue.

This application is a reissue application of my original
application Ser. No. 774,845, filed Nov. 12, 1905, now
U.S. Pat. No. 3,571,998.

- My invention relates to mobile homes.

The principal object of my invention is the provision
of improvements in mobile home skirting by which
simplification is accomplished in application of mobil
home skirting to mobile homes with consequent reduc-
tion 1n labor costs. -

The foregoing object of my invention and its advan-
- tages will become apparent during the course of the
following description taken in conjunction with the
accompanying drawings in which FIG. 1 is a front ele-
vational view of mobile home skirting embodying my
invention; | N
FIG. 2 is a vertical sectional view of said embodi-
ment; | |

FIGS. 3 and 4 are, respectively, front elevational and

top plan views of parts of said embodiment; and
* FIG. 5 is an enlarged view of a portion of FIG. 4.
Referring to the drawings in greater detail, 3 gener-
ally designates said embodiment of mobile home skirt-
ing which comprises overlapped vertical panels 6 and
top and bottom tracks 8 and 9, respectively. Each panel
6 has a flat main body portion 10 spaced apart from
two inwardly pressed flat opposite end portions 11 and
12 parallel to said main body portion 10. The portion
10 which is a major portion of the panel 6 forms a front
wall thereof and the portion 12 which 1s a minor por-
tion of the panel 6 forms a back wall thereof. The end
portion 11 is part of a male end on the panel 6 and the
end portion 12 is part of a female end on the panel 6.
" The male end is formed of two bends having obtuse
included angles and is received inside of a female end
of an adjacent panel by edge overlapping, 1.e. laying on
edge of one panel upon on edge of another. The female
end. is formed of three bends having obtuse included
angles into a pocket which receives the male end of an
adjacent panel by overlapping and wraps around be-
hind the same. The panels 6 when not retained in said
tracks 8 and 9, are thus freely moveable face to face
toward and away from each other. The portions 11 and
12 of overlapped panels are in face contacting contigu-
ous relationship. Each panel 6 also includes a central
rib formed of four bends having obtuse included angles
and which includes an inwardly pressed flat portion 13
parallel to said main body portion and disposed in a
common plane with the end portions 11 and 12. The
back wall 12 of each panel and the back wall of each
track are both formed for free engagement relative to
each other, i.e. they have [not} no mutually engage-
able locking means therebetween. The front wall 10 of
each panel 6 has top and bottom locking means 14 and
15, respctively, in the form of severed protuberances
outwardly punched from the main body portion 10
which lock, respectively, with the front walls of the top
and bottom tacks 8 and 9. The locking means 14 and
15 are arranged in top and bottom pairs on each panel
6 and operate downwardly and upwardly, respectively,
against the front edges of their respective tracks. The
~ top track 8 has spaced-apart front and back walls form-
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ing an elongated cavity in which the panels 6 can slide
upwardly when the bottom track 9 rises from frost in
the ground. The front and back walls of the top track 8
are joined together and abut each other at the upper
end of the track and said front wall of the top track 8 is
doubly bent below said upper end so as to be spring
biased toward said back wall and against the front wall
of any panel disposed in said top track 8. The front wall
of the top track 8 has an inwardly and reversely bent
free end 16 which coacts with the downwardly acting

top panel locking means 14, The rear wall of the top

track 8 has an outwardly flared end 17 which serves as
a pilot for insertion of the panel 6 into the top track 8.
The bottom track 9 has spaced apart front and back
walls forming a cavity which receives the panels 6. The
front wall of the bottom track 9 has an inwardly and
reversely bent end 20. which coacts with the upwardly
acting bottom panel locking means 15. The rear wall of
the bottom track 9 has an outwardly flared end 21
which serves as a pilot for insertion of the panel 6 into
the bottom track 9. The bottom track 9 is provided
with drain openings 22 in the front wall thereof at the
junction with the bottom wall thereof. Said embodi-
ment 5 of mobile home skirting is applied by attaching
the top track 8 to the mobile home and bottom track 9
to footing beneath the mobile home. The panels 6 are
then installed each one first into the top track 8 and
then into the bottom track 9 and one after the other In
edge overlapping fashion because the panels 6 are in-
stalled by laying one over the other their installation
proceeds rapidly without requiring any bending in the
field. Once in place overlapped and in the tracks the
panels 6 are locked securely against dislodgment but
nevertheless can be removed easily for alterations or
repairs because they are installed by laying one over
the other and because the main body porton 10 of each
panel 6 can be flexed by pushing inwardly upon the
same to unlock first the locking means 15 from the end
20 and then the locking means 14 from the end 16. Said
embodiment 5 is self-ventilating via the path upwardly
behind the main body portions 10, into the top track 8,
and downwardly in front of the flat supporting portions

11, 12 and 13.
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It will thus be seen that there has been provided by
my invention improvements in mobile home skirting in
which the object hereinabove set forth together with
many thoroughly practical advantages has been suc-
cessfully achieved. While a preferred embodiment of
my invention has been shown and described it is to be
understood that variations and changes may be re-
sorted to without departing from the spirit of my inven-
tion as defined by the appended claims.

It will thus be further seen that there has been disclosed
a skirt assembly for parked house trailers comprising an
upper panel section (front wall of said upper track &)
adapted for attachment to the trailer near floor level (see
the bottom edge of the parked house trailer shown in
section in FIG. 2) in depending relation thereto (FIG. 2
shows said front wall hanging down from the parked
house trailer) and of a width less than the height of the
trailer floor above ground level (the height or vertical
width of said front wall can be seen from FIG. 2 to be less
than the distance between the concrete and said bottom
edge of the parked house trailer) and a plurality of rela-
tively narrow panels 6 in telescoping relation to said
upper panel section and in depending relation thereto;
retaining means (back wall of said upper track 8) slidably
retaining said narrow panels 6 in said telescoping relation
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to said upper panel section adjacent the lower edge
thereof and behind the panel section and interengaging
means (end portions 11 and 12) connecting contiguous
edges of adjacent narrow panels 6, said interengaging
means permitting relative vertical movement between
adjacent panela 6, whereby the vertical overall width of
the assembly is variable along the Iength of the assembly.

I claim:

1. Mobile home skirting comprising a top -track, a
bottom track and a plurality of panels in said tracks,
each track having a front wall and a back wall, each
panel having a major portion forming a front wall
thereof and a minor portion forming a back wall
thereof, said panels arranged in edge-overlapping and
independently vertically slidable relationship to each
other when disposed In said tracks with the front and
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the front and back walls. of said track being joined
together and abutting each other at one end of said
track, said front wall being doubly bent at locations
spaced from said one end of said track so as to be

spring biased toward said back wall and against the

front wall of said panel.

3. Mobile home skirting as claimed in claim 2, the
back wall of each track formed so as to serve as a pilot
means to facilitate insertion of said panels into said
track. .

4. Mobile home skirting comprising a top track, a bot-

tom track and a plurality of panels in said tracks, each

" track having a front wall and a back wall, each panel

15

back walls of the panels in contact, respectively, with

the front and back walls of said tracks, the front wall of
each panel and the front wall of each:track both being

formed with mutually engageable locking means for 20

retaining said panels in said tracks, the back wall of
each panel and the back wall of each track both being
formed for free engagement relative to each other, said
panels being vertically shdable in said tracks when the
bottom track moves vertically in respect to the top
track on account of weather changes, each panel being
vertically slidable independently of the other panels
when said panels are disposed in said tracks for installa-
tion or disassembly of said panels in respect to said
tracks, the front wall of each panel capable of being
flexed in respect to the front wall of each track so as to
release each locking means to permit removal of said
panel from the front side of said mobile home skirting.
- 2. Mobile home skirting comprising a track having a
front wall and a back wall and at least one panel in said
track, said panel having a major portion forming a front
wall thereof and a minor portion forming a back wall
thereof, said panel disposed in said track with the front
and back walls thereof in contact, respectively, with the
front and back walls of said track, the front wall of said
panel and the front-wall of said track both being formed
with mutually engageable locking means for retaining
said panel in said track, the back wall of said panel and
- the back wall of said track both being formed for free
engagement relative to each other, said panel being
vertically slidable in respect to said track for installa-
tion or disassembly of said panel in respect to said
track, the front wall of said panel capable of being
flexed in respect to the front wall of said track so as to
release said locking means to permit removal of said
panel from the front side of said mobile home skirting,
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having a portion thereof forming a front wall and a por-
tion thereof forming a back wall, said panels arranged in
edge overlapping and independently vertically slidable
relationship to each other when disposed in said tracks
with the front and back walls thereof in contact, respec-
tively, with the front and back walls of said tracks, the
front wall of each panel and the front wall of at least one
track being formed with mutually engageable locking
means for retaining said panels in said tracks, the back
wall of each panel and the back wall of each track being
formed for free engagement relative to each other, said
panels being vertically slidable in said tracks when the
“bottom track moves vertically in respect to the top track
on account of weather changes, each panel being verti-
cally slidable independently of the other panels when said
panels are disposed in said tracks for installation or disas-
sembly of said panels in respect to said tracks, the front
wall of each panel capable of being flexed in respect to the
front wall of the respective track so as to release said
locking means to permit removal of said panel from the
front side of said mobile home skirting.

5. Mobile home skirting comprising a track havmg a
front wall and a back wall and at least one panel in said
track, said panel having a portion thereof forming a front
wall and a portion thereof forming a back wall, said panel
disposed in said track with the front and back walls
thereof in contact, respectively, with the front and back
walls of said track, the back wall of said panel and the
back wall of said track both being formed for free engage-
ment relative to each other, said panel being vertically

« slidable in respect to said track for installation or disas-

senbly of said panel in respect to said track, the front and
back walls of said track being joined together and abut-
ting each other at one end of said track, said front wall
being doubly bent at locations spaced from said one end
of said track so as to be spring biased toward said back

wall and against the front wall of said panel.
| * ok ok ok ok |
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