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Botanical classification: Hydrangea macrophylia.
Varietal denomination: ‘Hokomamipe’.

CROSS REFERENCE TO A RELATED
APPLICATION

This application 1s related to a European plant breeders’

rights application filed on Jul. 27, 2023, application No.
2023/1584. The Applicant received the information for the
Plant breeders’ rights application directly from the Inventor.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Hydrangea macrophylia and will be referred to hereafter
by 1ts cultivar name, ‘Hokomamipe’. ‘Hokomamipe’ repre-
sents a new bigleal Hydrangea, a perenmial shrub grown for
use in the landscape and as a potted plant.

‘Hokomamipe’ derived from an ongoing controlled
breeding program directed by the Inventors. A goal of the
breeding program was to develop a new cultivar of Hydran-
gea with dark leaves and light pink to white inflorescences.

‘Hokomamipe’ arose from a controlled cross made by the
Inventors in Boskoop, The Netherlands i June of 2015
between unnamed and unpatented proprietary plants from
the Inventors” breeding program; the female parent desig-
nated as accession No. 12-066-051 and the male parent
designated as accession No. 13-012-001. ‘Hokomamipe’
was selected as a single unique plant from amongst the
resulting seedlings 1n May of 2017.
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Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was {irst accom-
plished by stem cuttings by one of the Inventors in August
of 2017 1n Boskoop, The Netherlands. Asexual propagation
by stem cuttings has determined that the characteristics of
the new cultivar are stable and are reproduced true to type
In successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar. These
attributes 1n combination distinguish ‘Hokomamipe’ as a
umque cultivar of Hydrangea macrophylia.

1. ‘Hokomamipe’ exhibits very dark green-black foliage.

2. ‘Hokomamipe® exhibits inflorescences with sterile

flower sepals that are clear white 1n color with light
pink margins when mature.

3. ‘Hokomamipe’ exhibits sterile flower sepals with mod-

crately serrated margins.

4. ‘Hokomamipe’ exhibits a compact plant habit.

The {female parent of ‘Hokomamipe® diflers from
‘Hokomamipe’ in having leaves that are lighter green in
color and inflorescences with sterile flower sepals that are
more bi-colored. The male parent of ‘Hokomamipe’ differs
from ‘Hokomamipe’ 1n having inflorescences with sterile
flower sepals light pink 1n color and leaves that are sturdier
and lighter green 1n color. ‘Hokomamipe® can be most
closely compared to the Hvdrangea macrophylla cultivars
‘Hokomaginfe’ (Not patented) and ‘Hokomabebos® (U.S.
Pat. No. 34,143). ‘Hokomaginfe’ 1s similar to ‘Hokoma-




US PP36,719 P2

3

mipe’ 1n having inflorescences with sterile sepals that are
bi-colored and dark green foliage. ‘Hokomaginie’ differs
from ‘Hokomamipe’ in having intlorescences with sterile
flower sepals that are picotee 1n coloration with smooth
margins. ‘Hokomabebos” 1s similar to ‘Hokomamipe™ in
having intlorescences with sterile sepals that are bi-colored.
‘Hokomabebos’ differs from ‘Hokomamipe’ in having intlo-
rescences with sterile sepals with deep pink-red margins and

deep green foliage with a burgundy blush.

STATEMENT REGARDING PRIOR
DISCLOSURES BY THE INVENTOR

The Applicant asserts that no publications or advertise-
ments relating to sales, offers for sale, or public distribution
occurred more than one year prior to the effective filing date
of this application. Any information about the claimed plant
would have been obtained from a direct or indirect disclo-
sure from the Inventor. The Applicant claims a prior art
exemption under 35 U.S.C. 102(b)(1) for disclosures and/or
sales that fall within a one-year grace period to the filing
date. Disclosures include website listings by Plants Nou-
veau, Plantarium/Groen-Direkt, Hortweek, Plantago, Kol-

ster B.V. (linkedin), Arboretum Wojslawice, Floraccess,
Holland House Nursery, and D and M Garden Centre.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying color photographs illustrate the over-
all appearance and distinct characteristics of the new
Hydrangea. The photographs were taken of a two-year-old
plant of ‘Hokomamipe’ as grown outdoors m 20-cm con-
tainers 1n Vineland Station, Ontario, Canada.

The photograph i FIG. 1 provides a side view of
‘Hokomamipe’ in bloom with mature inflorescences.

The photograph 1 FIG. 2 provides a provides a close-up
view ol an immature inflorescence of ‘Hokomamipe’.

The photograph 1n FIG. 3 provides a close-up view of an
aging inflorescence of ‘Hokomamaipe’.

The photograph 1n FIG. 4 provides a close-up view of the
foliage of ‘Hokomamipe’.

The colors in the photographs are as close as possible with
the photographic and printing technology utilized and the
color values cited in the detailed botanical description
accurately describe the colors of the new Hydrangea.

BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PLANT

The following 1s a detailed description of two-year-old
plants of ‘Hokomamipe” as grown outdoors 1n 20-cm con-
tainers 1n Vineland Station, Ontario, Canada. The phenotype
of the new cultivar may vary with variations 1n environ-
mental, climatic, and cultural conditions, as 1t has not been
tested under all possible environmental conditions. The
color determination 1s 1n accordance with The 2015 Colour
Chart of The Royal Horticultural Society, London, England,
except where general color terms of ordinary dictionary
significance are used.

General description:

Blooming period—Late spring to late summer with
flowers showy at least for 2 months 1n The Nether-
lands.

Plant type.—Deciduous shrub, mophead type Hydran-
gea

Plant habit—Upright.
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Height and spread—An average of 32 cm 1n height
and 50 cm 1n spread as a one-year-old plant grown 1n
a container and reaches 1 m 1n height and spread as
a 3-year-old plant in the landscape.

Hardiness.—At least in U.S.D.A. Zones 5 to 9.

Diseases and pests—No susceptibility and resistance
to diseases or pests has been observed.

Root description.—Fine and fibrous, 161C 1 color.

Propagation.—Stem cuttings.

Root development.—An average of 6 weeks for root
imitiation with a young rooted plant produced 1n an
average of 18 weeks.

Growth rate and vigor.—Moderate.

Branch description:

Branch shape.—Rounded.

Branch strength.—Strong.

Branch color.—Young; 144B, mature; 146B, old bark;
N200A and N199B.

Branch size—An average of 17 cm 1n length (exclud-
ing inflorescence) and 7 mm 1n diameter.

Branch surface—Young branches slightly glossy, gla-
brous, older stems matte, glabrous, branches are
moderately to densely covered with lenticels; linear
and thin 1n shape, average of 35 per 1 cm diameter,
average of 2 mm 1n length, 0.3 mm 1n width, 200A
in color.

Branch aspect—Held upright to slightly outward.

Internode length.—An average of 4 cm.

Branching—Freely branching with an average of 3
lateral branches.

Foliage description:

Leaf shape.—QOvate to broadly ovate.

Leaf arrangement.—QOpposite.

Leaf division.—Simple.

Leaf base.—Short attenuate.

Leaf apex.—Short apiculate.

Leaf margins —Coarsely serrate.

Leaf venation.—Pinnate, color; upper surface 144A,
lower surface 145B, main vein 145C.

Leaf size—Up to 9 cm 1n length and 5.5 cm 1n width.

Leaf attachment.—Petiolate.

Leaf number.—An average of 8 to 10 per lateral stem.

Leaf surface.—Upper surface; leathery appearance,
rugose, matte with a faint sheen, glabrous, lower

surtace; matte, glabrous with a faint sheen.

Leaf color.—Young and mature foliage; upper surface
202 A with under tones of 135A, lower surface 138B,
lightly flushed with 147 A around the outsides, edges
of margins 202A.

Petioles.—An average of 1.5 cm 1n length and 2 mm 1n
diameter, upper and lower surface color 144 A, both
surfaces are glabrous and glossy.

Inflorescence description:

Inflorescence type.—Terminal panicle, full mophead 1n
form, comprised of fertile flowers and sterile flowers.

Lastingness of inflorescence —Persistent, 1n color for 2
months.

Inflorescence number.—QOne per lateral.

Inflorescence size.—Average of 8 cm 1n height, 14 cm
in diameter.

Flower number—Average ol 170 sterile tlowers and
70 fertile flowers per panicle.

Flower fragrance.—Very faint fresh fragrance.

Flower aspect—Upright to outward.
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Flower size—Sterile tlowers; an average of 2 cm 1n
diameter, 1 cm 1n depth, fertile flowers; do not open.

Flower type.—Rotate.

Flower buds—Sterile flowers; average of 3 mm in
width and 2 mm 1n depth, obovate in shape, color

145A, flushed at the center with 185A, fertile flow-

ers; average of 2 mm 1n width and depth, round in
shape, color when young; 145A, flushed at the center
with 185A, color when mature before dropping;
145A.

Peduncles—Moderately strong, flexible, average of 2
cm in length and 2 mm 1n width, color; 144A,
sparsely covered with lenticels; linear and thin in
shape, average of 5 per 1 cm diameter, average of 1
mm 1n length, 0.3 mm in width, 144A 1n color,
surface 1s glossy and densely covered with very
minute pubescence.

Pedicels—Moderately strong, flexible, average of 6
mm 1n length and 1.5 mm 1n width, color; 145D,
surface 1s glossy and densely covered with very
minute pubescence.

Petals.—Sterile flowers; petal spot (flower bud); 1.5
mm 1n depth and 1 mm 1n diameter, round in shape,
color; 150C to 150D, becoming flushed with 68A,
when petals open; average of 4, concave 1n shape,
acute apex, cuneate base, entire margins, average of
2 mm 1n length, 1.5 mm 1n width, both surfaces are
glabrous and matte, color: both surfaces when open-
ing and fully open NN155B, fall colors; petals drop
after full matunity, fertile tflowers; petals do not open
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Sepals.—Sterile tflowers; showy, 5, reniform 1n shape,
strongly overlapping, rotate 1n arrangement, margins
moderately undulate and serrated, apex i1s very
slightly retuse, cuneate base, average of 1.1 cm 1n
length, 1.3 cm 1n width, both surfaces are glabrous,
matte, and satiny, color: when opening upper and
lower surface; 142A, edges of margins 183A and
185A, when fully open upper and lower surface;
157A, margins 185A and 186C, as the sepals age
turning to 1535C with margins moderately to heavily
flushed with 68A.

Reproductive organs:

(rynoecium.—Sterile flowers; 1 pistil, an average of 1.5
mm 1n length, cone shaped, stigma; very small,
rounded, bifid, 0.5 mm i length, 155A 1n color,
style; 0.8 mm 1n length, 157D 1n color, ovary 1s
superior, 0.5 mm 1n depth, 158C in color, fertile
flowers drop after budding, gynoecium and androe-
cium not developed.

Androecium.—Sterile flowers; 8 to 9 stamens, fila-
ments; an average of 3 mm in length and NN1535D 1n
color, anthers; club-shaped, an average of 0.8 mm 1n
diameter, 0.5 1n depth, N135C 1n color, pollen; low,
158C 1 color, fertile flowers drop after budding,
gynoecium and androecium not developed.

Fruit and seed —Not observed.

It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Hydrangea plant named
‘Hokomamipe” substantially as herein 1llustrated and

described.
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