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Botanical designation: Helleborus orvientalis X Hellebo-
rus evicsmithil,

Cultivar denomination: ‘ET EPB 855°.

STATEMENT REGARDING PRIOR
DISCLOSURES BY INVENTORS &
APPLICANT/ASSIGNEE

The Inventors and Applicant/ Assignee assert that no sales,
offers for sale or public distribution of the instant plant
occurred more than one year prior to the effective filing date
of this application.

Any mformation about the claimed plant would have been
obtained from a direct or indirect disclosure from the
Inventors and/or Applicant/Assignee. Inventors and Appli-
cant/Assignee claim a prior art exception under 35 U.S.C.

102(b)(1) for disclosures and/or sales prior to the filing date
but less than one year prior to the effective filing date.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Helleborus plant, botanically known as Helleborus ovi-
entalis X Helleborus ericsmithii and hereinalter referred to
by the name ‘ET EPB 855°.

The new Helleborus plant 1s a product of a planned
breeding program conducted by the Inventors in Boyl, The
Netherlands. The objective of the breeding program was to
create new Ireely-flowering Helleborus plants with strong
peduncles that hold attractive tlowers above the foliar plane.

The new Helleborus plant originated from a cross-polli-
nation conducted by the Inventors 1n Bo1jl, The Netherlands
on Feb. 8, 2017 of a proprietary selection of Helleborus
orientalis 1dentified as code number O15-315, not patented,
as the temale, or seed, parent with a proprietary selection of
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Helleborus ericsmithii 1dentified as code number P14-1603,
not patented, as the male, or pollen, parent. The new
Helleborus plant was discovered and selected by the Inven-
tors as a single flowering plant from within the progeny of
the stated cross-pollination grown i1n a controlled green-
house environment in Boijl, The Netherlands on Feb. 1,
2018.

Asexual reproduction of the new Helleborus plant by
meristem culture in a controlled greenhouse environment in
Bo1jl, The Netherlands since May 3, 2018, has shown that
the unique features of this new Helleborus plant are stable
and reproduced true to type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

Plants of the new Helleborus have not been observed
under all possible combinations of environmental conditions
and cultural practices. The phenotype of the new Helleborus
plant may vary somewhat with variations in environmental
conditions such as temperature and light intensity without,
however, any variance 1 genotype of the new Helleborus
plant.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘ET EPB
855°. These characteristics 1n combination distinguish ‘ET
EPB 8355” as a new and distinct Helleborus plant:

1. Relatively compact and upright plant habat.

2. Moderately vigorous to vigorous growth habit.

3. Dark green-colored leaves with lighter green-colored

marbling.

4. Continuous and freely flowering habit.

5. Relatively large yellowish green-colored flowers with
deep purplish red-colored margins and venation that are
held above the foliar plane on relatively long
peduncles.

6. Good garden performance.
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Plants of the new Helleborus difler from plants of the
female parent selection in the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Helleborus are more compact than
and not as vigorous as plants of the female parent
selection.

2. Leaves of plants of the new Helleborus are stronger and
stiffer than and not as floppy as leaves of plants of the
female parent selection.

3. Plants of the new Helleborus are more freely flowering
than plants of the female parent selection.

Plants of the new Helleborus differ from plants of the

male parent selection 1n the following characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Helleborus are more compact than
and not as vigorous as plants of the male parent
selection.

2. Leaves of plants of the new Helleborus are stronger and
stifler than and not as floppy as leaves of plants of the
male parent selection.

3. Plants of the new Helleborus are more Ireely flowering
than plants of the male parent selection.

Plants of the new Helleborus can be compared to plants
of Helleborus x hybridus ‘EPB 29°, disclosed 1n U.S. Plant
Pat. No. 28,010. In side-by-side comparisons, plants of the
new Helleborus differ from plants of ‘EPB 29° mn the

tollowing characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Helleborus are taller and broader than

plants of ‘EPB 29°.

2. Plants of the new Helleborus have smaller leaves than

plants of ‘EPB 29°.

3. Plants of the new Helleborus are more ireely tlowering

and flower for a longer period of time than plants of
‘EPB 29°.

4. Plants of the new Helleborus have larger tlowers than

plants of ‘EPB 29°.

5. Plants of the new Helleborus have longer peduncles

than plants of ‘EPB 29°.

Plants of the new Helleborus can also be compared to
plants of Helleborus x hybridus ‘EPB 257, disclosed in U.S.
Plant Pat. No. 28,080. In side-by-side comparisons, plants of
the new Helleborus difler from plants of ‘EPB 25 in the
tollowing characteristics:

1. Plants of the new Helleborus are more compact than

plants of ‘EPB 25°.

2. Plants of the new Helleborus have larger flowers than

plants of ‘EPB 25°.

3. Flowers of plants of the new Helleborus are more

star-shaped than and not as rounded as flowers of plants
of ‘EPB 25°.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the
overall appearance of the new Helleborus plant showing the
colors as true as 1t 1s reasonably possible to obtain 1n colored
reproductions of this type. Colors in the photographs may
differ slightly from the color values cited in the detailed
botanical description which accurately describe the colors of
the new Helleborus plant. The photograph on the first sheet
(FIG. 1) 1s a side perspective view of a typical tlowering
plant of ‘ET EPB 855 grown 1n a container. The photograph
on the second sheet (FIG. 2) 1s a close-up view of a typical

flowering plant of ‘E'T EPB 855°.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The aforementioned photographs and following observa-
tions, measurements and values describe plants grown dur-
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ing the winter 1n two- liter containers 1n an outdoor nursery
in Bo1jl, The Netherlands and under cultural practices typi-
cal of commercial Helleborus production. During the pro-
duction of the plants, day temperatures ranged from 0° C. to
10° C. and night temperatures ranged from -15° C. to 0° C.
Plants were one year old when the photographs and the
description were taken. In the following description, color
references are made to The Royal Horticultural Society
Colour Chart, 2001 Edition, except where general terms of
ordinary dictionary significance are used.
Botanical classification: Helleborus orientalis X Helleborus
ericsmithii ‘E'T EPB 855,
Parentage:
Female, or seed, parent—Proprietary selection of Hel-
leborus orientalis 1dentified as code number O13-
313, not patented.

Male, or pollen, parent.—Proprietary selection of Hel-
leborus ericsmithii 1dentified as code number P14-
1603, not patented.

Propagation:

1vpe —By meristem culture.

lime to initiate roots, summer.—About 15 days at
temperatures about 22° C. to 25° C.

Time to initiate roots, winter.—About 15 to 22 days at
temperatures about 5° C. to 10° C.

lime to produce a rooted young plant, summer.—
About two months at temperatures about 20° C.

Time to produce a rooted young plant, winter.—About
55 to 60 days at temperatures about 12° C.to 15° C.

Root description.—Fleshy, vigorous; typically white to
brown 1n color, actual color of the roots 1s dependent
on substrate composition, water quality, fertilizer
type and formulation, substrate temperature and
physiological age of roots.

Rooting habit.—Freely branching; moderately dense.

Plant description:

Plant and growth habit—Herbaceous perennial; rela-
tively compact and upright plant habit with tlowers
held above the foliar plane; moderately vigorous to
vigorous growth habit and moderate growth rate.

Plant height—About 45 cm to 50 cm.

Plant diameter (area of spread).—About 40 cm to 45
CIm.

Stems.—Strength: Strong. Aspect: Mostly upright. Tex-
ture and luster: Smooth, glabrous; glossy. Color:
Close to 146B densely covered with spots, close to
187B.

Leal description:

Arrangement.—l eaves arranged alternately 1n a basal
rosette; leaves palmately compound with about five
to six leatlets per leaf.

Leaflet length—About 5 cm to 15 cm.

Leaflet width.—About 3 cm to 7 cm.

Leaflet shape.—Elliptic to ovate.

Leaflet apex.—Acute.

Leaflet base.—Acute.

Leaflet margin.—Serrate.

Leaflet texture and luster, upper surface.—Smooth,
glabrous; leathery; glossy.

Leaflet texture and luster, lower surface.—Smooth,
glabrous; leathery; somewhat glossy.

Leaflet venation pattern.—Pinnate to palmate.

Leaflet color—Developing leaves, upper surface:
Close to 137A marbled with close to 139D. Devel-

oping leaves, lower surface: Close to 1478 slightly
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tinged with close to 187A. Fully expanded leaves,
upper surface: Close to 139A marbled with close to
139C to 139D; venation, close to 139C to 139D and

proximally, close to 200B. Fully expanded leaves,

Flower buds—Length: About 2 cm to 4 cm. Diameter:
About 1 cm to 2.5 cm. Shape: Ovoid. Color: Close
to 138D and 71A.

Flower diameter.—About 6 cm to 8 cm.

6

close to 145A to 145B; towards the margins, close to
71A; venation, close to 145A to 145B or 71A; color
does not change with subsequent development.
When opening and fully opened, lower surface:

Close to 145A to 145B and 71A; venation, close to

| face: (] to 147B slightly tinged with >
C?;eertzufga;j. VETEZZOE close tsollg\lhl 8}:5Cmge W 145A to 145B or 71A; color does not change with
' j j | bsequent development.

Petioles.—ILength, fully expanded leaves: About 20 SULSEY P .
cm. Diameter, fully expanded leaves: About 5 mm to Peduncles.—1ength: About 30 cm. Diameter: About 5
7 mm. Texture, upper and lower surfaces: Smooth, . to 8 mm. Strength: Strong. Aspect: Mostly
glabrous. Color, upper surface: Close to 146A; 10 upright. Te?{ture: Smooth,, glabrous. Color: Close to
densely covered with spots, close to N186C; with b ;4682 heg}jﬂy ?V;fd W;[h Spots, 1‘32103‘3 t0D§9A- |
development, spots, close to N199A. Color, lower ¢ KEE > 3— engt 4 012 Cn.l AJE 3%2‘ iglﬂllfeter '
surface: Close to 146 A; densely covered with spots, out mmto 111 spect: _ out to rom
close to N199A; with development, spots, close to peduncle axis to slightly drooping. Strength: Strong.
2008 ! ’ j 15 Texture: Smooth, glabrous. Color: Close to 146B

Flower descr:iption' heavily covered with spots, close to S9A.

Flower shape and habit—Single rotate flowers Reproductive orgam.—Stamens: Quantity per .ﬂower:
arranged 1n loosely branched cymes; freely tlower- A]:iou.tglo' Fﬂail;li {illllgltlh: iboui[ gllcm Filament
ing habit with typically about 35 flowers developing color: Close to - Anther shape: Blliptic to ovate.
per cyme, and more flowers per cyme in the second 20 Anther length: About 3 mm. Anther color: Close to
year of g}owth' flowers facing outwardly to some- 149D. Pollen amount: Scarce. Pollen color: Close to
what droopingj 149D. Pistils: Quantity per tlower: About five to

Fragrance —Noﬁe detected seven. Pistil length: About 3 cm. Stigma shape:

Natural flowering season—Plants begin flowering ?lubils-hj}fd' Sztlgma Cglor : CSlosle to 115‘58i Style
about two months after planting; plants flower from 2> engih: gut cm to 5 cm. Style color: Close 1o
January through March in The Netherlands. 149D; proximally, close to 142A. Ovary color: Close

. to 142A.

Fli [ the plant.—About two to thr
ﬁjthg'nﬁigg'sogersiitgnﬁn - O 0 RS Nectaries.—Quantity per flower: About 10 to 15.

]Hﬂomgce;we height.— Abou‘g 5 om Length: About 5 mm to 8 mm. Width: About 3 mm

Inflorescence diameter.—About 35 cm. 30 to 5 mm. Shape: Funnelform. Color: Close to

N144C.

Seeds and fruits.—To date, seed and fruit development
have not been observed on plants of the new Helle-
borus.

Garden performance: Plants of the new Helleborus have
been observed to have good garden performance and to
tolerate rain, wind and temperatures ranging from about
-10° C. to about 35° C.

Pathogen & pest resistance: To date, plants of the new
Helleborus have not been observed to be resistant to
pathogens and pests common to Helleborus plants.

It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct Helleborus plant named ‘ET EPB

8557 as 1illustrated and described.

Flower depth (height)—About 2 cm to 4 cm. 3

Petals.—None observed; all transformed into nectaries.

Sepals.—Quantity and arrangement: Five, or occasion-
ally six, arranged 1n a single whorl; slightly 1mbri-
cate. Length: About 3 cm to 5 cm. Width: About 4
cm. Shape: Ovate to obovate. Apex: Obtuse and 4
occasionally slightly emarginate. Base: Rounded.
Margin: Mostly entire and occasionally slightly
emarginate. Texture and luster, upper and lower
surfaces: Smooth, glabrous; matte. Color: When
opening and fully opened, upper surface: Center, 4 I T
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