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(57) ABSTRACT

A new cultivar of Hedera canariensis plant named ‘Tropical
Blizzard’ 1s disclosed and 1s distinguishable by 1ts naturally
prostrate vigorous plant habit which lends itself to training
into upright or hanging forms. The leaves of ‘Tropical
Blizzard’ are broad deltate and boldly variegated consisting
of mid-dark green patches or mottling appearing to overlay
a light yellow to pale green ground. The margins of the
leaves of ‘Tropical Blizzard’ are entire and occasionally
narrowly edged grey-purple 1n color. The stems and petioles
of “Tropical Blizzard’ are conspicuously bright red in color
when young and red-purple in color when older. ‘Tropical
Blizzard’ 1s a juvenile form of Hedera canariensis on which
no flowers or reproductive organs or seed will be present.

2 Drawing Sheets
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Genus and species: Hedera canariensis.
Variety denomination: ‘Tropical Blizzard’.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to a new and distinct
cultivar of Hedera canariensis, commonly known as Canary
Island Ivy or Algerian Ivy. Hedera canariensis 1s commonly
used as a ground cover plant in USDA Hardiness Zone 8 and
higher. Hedera canariensis 1s also grown as an indoor or
outdoor contaimner plant in many forms including upright
growth on a cane or trellis and hanging baskets with trailing
stems.

In common with other species of Hedera, Hedera canar-
iensis exists as juvenile and adult forms. Juvenile forms of
Hedera take many years to transform into adult form, and
may never do so 1 repeatedly propagated. Juvenile 1vy does
not flower and bears palmate lobed leaves arranged alter-
nately along the stem, whereas adult 1vy does flower and
bears entire ovate leaves arranged spirally along the stem.
Juvenile 1vy 1s the predominant form of Hedera found 1n
commerce and cultivation. “Tropical Blizzard’ 1s a juvenile
torm of Hedera canariensis and has not been observed 1n
adult form.

“Tropical Blizzard” was discovered in 2011 by the imnven-
tor as a naturally occurring branch sport (a single shoot) with
novel mottled variegation which was growing on a plant of
Hedera canariensis variegata (species, unpatented,
unnamed) at the mventor’s nursery i Portland, Oreg. The
inventor desired to 1solate a form of the initial sport which

10

20

25

30

2

exhibits attractive, uniform and stable variegation. The
inventor excised and rooted the shoot mutation and observed
the resulting growth for one season. Commencing 1n 2012,
the mnventor took selected cuttings from the available stock
and repeated the selection and propagation process for four
or five cycles. By 2013, the inventor was satisfied that he had
1solated a desirable plant for eventual introduction.

The present form of “Tropical Blizzard” was {irst asexu-
ally propagated in 2015 by the inventor at the inventor’s
nursery in Portland, Oreg. using the method of stem cuttings.
The mventor has confirmed that ‘Tropical Blizzard’ 1s stable
and reproduces true to type in successive generations of
asexual reproduction via stem cuttings.

SUMMARY

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the distinguishing characteristics of “Tropical Bliz-
zard’. ‘Tropical Blizzard’ has not been tested under all
possible conditions and phenotypic differences may be
observed with variations in environmental, climatic, and
cultural conditions, without however, any variance 1n geno-
type.

1. Unless trained to grow otherwise, ‘Tropical Blizzard’

exhibits a vigorous prostrate trailing habit.

2. “Tropical Blizzard” may be grown as a self-supporting,
small container plant, or trained to grow on canes or
trellises or allowed to trail as a hanging basket plant.

3. When hanging or trained upwards, plants of “Tropical
Blizzard” achieve a length or height of approximately
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75 cm to 1 m after one season of growth at mean
temperature between 15° C. and 25° C.

4. The leaves of “lropical Blizzard’ are broad deltate,
variegated and three-lobed with palmate veination.

5. The variegation of the leaves of ‘Tropical Blizzard’
consists of mid-dark green patches or mottling appear-
ing to overlay a light yellow to pale green ground.

6. The margins of the leaves of “Tropical Blizzard’ are
entire and occasionally narrowly edged grey-purple 1n
color.

7. The stems and petioles of ‘Tropical Blizzard’ are
conspicuous and vary between bright red when young
and red-purple 1n color when older.

8. No tlowers or reproductive organs or seed have been
observed 1n growing plants of “Tropical Blizzard’.

DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying color photographs, FIG. 1 and FIG. 2,
illustrate the appearance of the new Hedera cultivar “Tropi-
cal Blizzard” showing the colors as true as 1t 1s reasonably
possible to obtain 1n colored reproductions of this type.

FIG. 1 1llustrates a young plant growing 1n Oxnard, Calif.
which 1s approximately 8-weeks-old after initial rooting and
depicts the bright red stems of ‘Tropical Blizzard” at this
young stage.

FIG. 2 illustrates one-year-old plants of “Tropical Bliz-
zard” which have been allowed to trail. The illustrated plants
have been grown 1n a cool greenhouse in San Diego County,
Calif. and have not been pruned.

BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF THE NEW
VARIETY

The following 1s a detailed botanical description of the
new variety “Tropical Blizzard’. Data was collected from
trailing plants which had been grown for 12 months from a
rooted cutting i a greenhouse 1n San Diego County, Calif.
The color determinations are in accordance with the fifth
edition (2007) of The Royal Horticultural Society Colour
Chart of The Royal Horticultural Society, London, England,
except where general color terms of ordinary dictionary
significance are used. The plants were grown entirely natu-
rally without pruming or the use of growth-regulating chemi-
cals.

Classification:
Family.—Araliaceae.
(Genus.—Hedera.
Species.—canariensis.
Common name.—Canary Island Ivy, Algeran Ivy.
Parentage: Naturally occurring branch shoot mutation found
on parent plant Hedera canariensis variegata (species,
unnamed).
Plant:
Form.—Juvenile form of the species 1n which flowers
are not formed.
Vigor—Vigorous ftrailing habit with strong apical
dominance.
Propagation method.—Stem cuttings retaining at least
one node.
Roots.—Fleshy, up to 1.5 mm in diameter, color 1ni-
tially white NN153D becoming grey-yellow 162D.
Time to develop roots.—4 to 5 weeks are required at air
and soil temperate around 20° C. for a newly planted
cutting to become established on its own roots.
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Crop time.—For quart container, 10 to 12 weeks from
planting a rooted young plant. Larger containers
including plants for training vertically or hanging
may take upwards of 3 months to finish, depending
on desired final height or length.

Uses.—QOrnamental indoor or outdoor in containers, or
trained as a vining plant, or planted and trailing 1n
hanging baskets. Ground cover and mass landscap-
ing in frost-free climates.

Type.—Vining perennial in USDA Zone 8 and warmer.

Overall dimensions.—When hanging or tramed
upwards, plants of ‘Tropical Blizzard” achieve a
length or height of approximately 75 cm to 1 m after
one season of growth at a mean temperature between
15° C. and 25° C. and has a diameter of approxi-
mately 25 cm to 40 cm.

Cultural requirements.—QGrow 1n sun or part shade
with moderate water and well-draining soil except

that prolonged exposure to full summer sun may
bleach or scorch the juvenile foliage.

Hardiness.—USDA Zone 8.

Growth habit.—Naturally prostrate unless trained.

Basal branching.—Vigorous basal branching. Basal
branches exhibit strong apical dominance.

Lateral branches.—Absent on most main stems. Pres-
ent 11 stimulated by pruning.

Stems:

Stem guantity.—5 to 8 stems per plant.

Stem dimensions (observed plants).—1350 cm 1n length,
up to 3 mm 1n diameter.

Internode distance.—Ranges from 5 mm towards apex
to 6 cm towards base.

Stem color.—Ranges between 45B (young stems) to
181A to 181C (older stems).

Stem shape.—Cylindrical.

Stem texture.—Glabrous.

Stem strength.—Strong and wiry.

Leaves:

Tvpe, arrangement.—Simple, alternate.

Attachment.—Petiolate.

Quantity per stem.—40 to S0.

Shape.—Broad deltate overall, palmate, 3-lobed.

Dimensions (leaf fully developed and expanded).—12
cm. 1 length, 13.5 cm in width across opposite
lobes.

lexture, surface.—Thick and leathery, glaucous (both
surfaces).

Venation.—Palmate.

Vein colov (both surfaces).—134C.

Color (adaxial surface).—Broad patches or large mot-
tling bright mid-dark green 141A to 141B in color,
appearing to overlay ground color of very light green
to pale yellow-green 154D to 3D.

Color (abaxial surface).—Irregular interveinal patches
of dull green and brown, ranging between 144B and
152B.

Margin.—FEntire, young foliage narrowly edged 185B.

Apex (each lobe).—Acute.

Base.—Cordate.

Petiole:

Shape.—Round.

Length.—Youngest leaves, 5 mm; oldest leaves at base
up to 12 cm.

Diameter.—1.5 mm to 2.5 mm.

lexture.—(Glabrous.
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Color.—Ranges between 435B (young leaves) to 181 A
to 181C (mature leaves).

Intlorescence, reproductive organs, seed: Absent.
Disease and pest resistance or susceptibility: None observed.

COMPARISON WITH PARENTAL LINE

Whereas the parent Hedera canariensis variegata exhib-
its unstable variegated foliage, the foliage of ‘Tropical

Blizzard” 1s uniform and consists of larger leaves which 1,

exhibit brighter mid-green variegation. In addition, the foli-
age of “Tropical Blizzard’ 1s more tightly spaced along the
stem which results 1n a more-dense plant habit and appear-
ance. ‘Tropical Blizzard” has been observed to take on a

rose-colored glow, ranging between 51B and 51D, 1n cooler 5

high light conditions.

6

COMPARISON WITH KNOWN VARIETY

The closest known named variegated vanety of Hedera
canariensis known to the iventor 1s Hedera canariensis
‘Gloire de Marengo” (unpatented). ‘Gloire de Marengo 1s
used as an ornamental indoor and outdoor plant grown on
canes or trellises. The leaves of ‘Gloire de Marengo’ consist
of muted patches of pale and mid grey-green and bear wide

cream margins. ‘Tropical Blizzard’ bears bold mid-dark
green foliage without prominent margins.

I claim:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Hedera plant named
“Tropical Blizzard” as described and illustrated herein.
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