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Latin name of the genus and species: Rhaphiolepis indica.
Variety denomination: ‘SMNRI120F’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The new Rhaphiolepis cultivar 1s a product of a planned
breeding program conducted by the inventor. The objective
of the breeding program was to produce new, tloriferous
Rhaphiolepis cultivars with larger flower size, interesting
new habits, and forms. The open-pollination resulting in this
new variety was made in 2010, at a commercial nursery in
Grand Haven, Mich.

The parents cannot be identified as this new selection
resulted from an open pollination 1n which seed was bulk
collected. The new cultivar was found and selected by the
inventor 1 2015 at the same nursery 1n Grand Haven, Mich.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar ‘SMNR120F’
was first performed i 2015 in Grand Haven, Mich., by
softwood cuttings. Subsequent propagation has shown that
the unique features of this cultivar are stable and reproduced
true to type 1n successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The cultivar ‘SMNRI120F” has not been observed under
all possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may
vary somewhat with vanations 1n environment such as
temperature, day length, and light intensity, without, how-
ever, any variance 1n genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the wunique characteristics of
*‘SMNR120F’. These characteristics 1n combination distin-
guish ‘SMNRI120F’ as a new and distinct Rhaphiolepis
cultivar:

1. Compact form.

2. Densely branching growth habit.

3. New flush has light brown pubescence.
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4. Flongated flower panicles.
5. Pink tlowers.

PARENT COMPARISONS

Parent comparisons are unavailable, as both parents are
unmdentified.

COMMERCIAL COMPARISONS

Plants of ‘SMNRI120F’ are similar 1n some horticultural
characteristics to the variety Rhaphiolepis ‘Eleanor Tabor’,
unpatented. The new variety, however, differs in the follow-
ng:

1. The new variety has light brown pubescence on 1ts new

flush, while this comparator lacks this pubescence.

2. The new variety has flowers on elongated panicles,

while this comparator has more truncated inflores-
cences (on a shorter peduncle).

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

‘SMNR120F’ 1s illustrated by the accompanying photo-
graphs which show the plant’s form, foliage, and inflores-
cences. The colors shown are as true as can be reasonably
obtained by conventional photographic procedures. Colors
in the photographs may differ slightly from the color values
cited 1n the detailed botanical description, which accurately
describe the colors of the new hybnd Hydrangea. Age of the
plants photographed 1s between 2 to 3 years.

FIG. 1 shows a container grown flowering plant of
‘SMNR120F” grown outdoors in Grand Haven, Mich. at
about 2 years of age.

FIG. 2 shows the mature inflorescences of a container-
grown plant of ‘SMNR120F’, grown in Grand Haven, Mich.

FIG. 3 shows the new foliar growth of a container-grown

plant of ‘SMNRI120F’, grown 1 Grand Haven, Mich.
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FIG. 4 shows the berries on a container-grown plant of

‘SMNRI120F’, grown in Grand Haven, Mich.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart 2013, except
where general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are
used. The {following observations and measurements
describe a ‘SMNRI120F’ plant. This plant was grown 1n a
poly-greenhouse 1 a 3 gallon container, in Grand Haven,
Mich. The plant described 1s approximately 1-2 years old.
Temperatures ranged from 5-10° C. at night and 18° C. to
2’7° C. duning the day. No artificial light, photoperiodic
treatments were given to the plants. Measurements and
numerical values represent averages of typical plant types.

Botanical classification: Rhaphiolepis indica *‘SMNR120F’.

PROPAGATION

Time to initiate roots: 4 to 6 weeks.

Time to produce a rooted plant: 2 to 3 months during the
Summer.

Root description: Fibrous, moderate free-branching, moder-
ately dense, medium thickness. Brown 1n color, not eflec-
tively measured with a color chart.

PLANT

Plant type: Perennial shrub.

Age of plant described: Approximately 1 to 2 years old.

Plant shape: Upright, compact.

Growth habit: Upwards, slightly outwards.

Height: 50 cm.

Plant spread: 45 cm.

Growth rate: Good.

Plant vigor: Fairly vigorous.

Branching characteristics: Free basal branching, no pinching
required.

Length of lateral branches: 20 to 40 cm.

Diameter of lateral branches: 6 mm.

Quantity of lateral branches: 15 to 20.

Internode length: 3 to 5 cm.

Stem:

Appearance/shape.—Round.

Aspect.—20 to 45°.

Strength.—Strong.

Color.—New Growth: RHS Greyed-Orange 176C. Old
Growth: RHS Greyed-Green 197C, with 197B
streaks.

Pubescence.—Some, on new growth only.

FOLIAG.

T

Leat:
Arrangement.—Sub-opposite and alternate; single.
Quantity.—10.
Average length.—6 cm.
Average width.—3 cm.
Pubescence—Only on new leaves, both sides.
Shape.—Oblong to elliptic.
Apex.—Obtuse to slightly acute.
Base.—Attenuate.
lexture.—I1 eathery with venation, both sides.
Margin —Entire.
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Color—Young, Upper side: RHS Brown 200D, with
Greyed-Orange 173B tinge near margins, and Grey-
Brown 199C pubescence. Young, Under side: RHS
Brown 200D, with Greyed-Orange 175B tinge near
margins, and Grey-Brown 199C pubescence.

Mature, Upper side: RHS Green NN137A. Mature,
Under side: RHS Yellow-Green 146D.
Venation—1ype: Pinnate. Color, Upper side: RHS
Yellow-Green 146D. Color, Under side: RHS Yel-
low-Green 146D, with some Greyed-Orange 176D.
Petiole:

Length.—1 cm.

Diameter—3 mm.
Color—Upper Surface: RHS Yellow-Green 146D.

Lower Surface: RHS Yellow-Green 146D, with
some Greyed-Orange 176D.
lexture.—Smooth and slightly leathery, both surfaces.

FLOWER

Natural flowering season: Spring.
Flower:

Arrangement.—Single tlowers 1n groups of panicles.

Form —Star-shaped.

Inflorescence type.—Panicles.

Inflorescence height.—7 cm.

Inflorescence width.—6 cm.

Flowers per inflovescence.—About 30.

Flowers per lateral stem.—About 60 to 70.

Flowers and buds per plant—Hundreds.

Persistent or self-cleaning—Seli-cleaning.

Fragrance.—Very light, sweet.

Aspect—Upward and slightly outward.

Diameter.—2.5 cm.

Length.—2.5 cm.

Depth.— 7 mm.

Bud:

Buds per lateral stem.—30.

Shape.—Egg-shaped.

Length.—7 mm.

Diameter—3 mm.

Color—RHS Red-Purple 73B.

Petals:

Quantity.—3.

Appearance —Soft, delicate.

Arrangement.—Whorl.

Length.—11 mm.

Width.—4 mm.

Shape.—Spatulate/egg-shaped.

Apex.—Acute.

Base.—I'runcate.

Margin.—Entire.

lexture.—Solt, smooth on both sides.

Color—When Opening, Upper Surface: RHS Red-
Purple 73B. When Opening, Lower Surface: RHS
Red-Purple 73B. Fully Opened, Upper Surface: RHS
Red-Purple 73B. Fully Opened, Lower Surface:
RHS Red-Purple 73B.

Petaloids: None.

Sepals:
Appearance.—Whorl, recurve down.
Arrangement.—Whorl.

Quantity.—?5.
Length.—5 mm.
Width.—2 mm.
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Shape.—Narrowly triangular.

Margin —Entire.

Apex.—Acute.

Base.—I'runcate.

Color.—Mature, Upper Side: RHS
1438, with Greyed-Red 179A. Mature, Under Side:
RHS Yellow-Green 143B, with Greyed-Red 179A.

Texture—Smooth, both surtfaces.

Calyx:
Shape.—Cup-like.
Length.—4 mm.
Width.—5 mm.

Peduncles:

Length.—2 cm.

Diameter.—2 mm.

Angle.—Around 45°.
Strength.—Good.

lexture.—Smooth, some pubescence.

Color.—RHS Yellow-Green 144 A.
Pedicels:

Length.—5 mm.

Diameter—1 mm.
Angle.—Around 45°.
Strength.—Flexible.
lexture.—Pubescent.
Color—RHS Yellow-Green 144A.

REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS

Stamens:

Number—10 to 15.
Filament length.—4 mm.
Filament color—RHS White 155B.

Yellow-Green 5

6
Anthers:
Shape.—Flat.
Length.—1 mm.

Color—RHS Yellow 4B.
Pollen color—RHS Yellow 4B.
Pollen amount.—Moderate.

Pistil:
Number—2.
Length.—7 mm.
0 Style.—Length: 7.9 mm. Color: RHS White 155B.
Stigma.—Shape: Round, very small. Color: RHS White
155B.
s OTHER CHARACTERISTICS
Seeds: Not observed.
Fruat:
Length.—1 cm.
50 Diameter.—9 mm.
Color—Beltore Ripe: Mix of RHS Yellow-Green 144B
and Greyed-Red 187B. Ripe: RHS Violet N92A.
lexture.—Smooth.
Disease/pest resistance: Neither resistance nor susceptibility
25 to normal diseases and pests of Rhaphiolepis have been
observed.
Temperature tolerance: Typically USDA Zones 8-10.
. What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Rhaphiolepis plant
named ‘SMNRI120F’ as herein illustrated and described.
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