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Botanical/commercial classification:
Latin name: Thuja occidentalis.
Varietal denomination: ‘LilShreckthu’.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The new cultivar was discovered as a naturally occurring
branch sport of the variety Thuja occidentalis ‘Smaragd’
(not patented) while growing in a controlled environment 1n
Grottoes, Va. during Fall 1997.

It was found that the new variety of Thuja Plant of the
present 1mvention possesses the following combination of
characteristics:

(a) forms dark green colored foliage, and

(b) provides moderately vigorous, upright, pyramidal and

compact growth habit.

The new varniety well meets the needs of the horticultural
industry. It can be grown to advantage as ornamentation 1n
parks, gardens, public areas, and in residential settings.
Accordingly, the plant 1s particularly well suited for growing,
in the landscape.

The new variety of the present invention can readily be
distinguished from 1ts ancestor. More specifically, the
‘Smaragd’ variety (1.e., the branch sport parent) tends to
provide multiple leaders, whereas the new variety favors a
single leader, and the new variety 1s more compact compared
to the ‘Smaragd’ variety. The new variety can be readily
distinguished from related similar varieties. For example,
the ‘Degroot’s Spire’ variety (non-patented) grows to about
twice the size of the plants of the new variety and exhibits
a Toliage arrangement that 1s more twisted compared to the
new variety.

The new variety has been found to undergo asexual
propagation by softwood cuttings. Asexual propagation by
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soltwood cuttings 1n Cochranville, Pa. since November 2017
has shown that the characteristics of the new variety are
stable and are strictly transmissible by such asexual propa-
gation from one generation to another. Accordingly, the new
variety undergoes asexual propagation in a true-to-type
mannet.

The new variety has been named ‘LilShreckthu’.

T'he new variety was first offered for sale 1n the “SHRUBS
VINES TREES EVERGREENS EDIBLES” 2021 Star®
Roses and Plants Catalog, which was published on Feb. 23,
2020 by the mventor or by another who obtained the new
variety directly or indirectly from the inventor. The first
actual sale of the new variety was Jul. 16, 2020.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying photograph shows as nearly true as it
1s reasonably possible to make the same, 1n a color 1llustra-
tion of this character, a typical specimen of the plant of the
new variety. Colors 1n the photograph differ slightly from the
color values cited 1n the detailed description, which accu-
rately describes the colors of ‘LilShreckthu’. The plant
depicted was approximately three years old and was grow-
ing in a 3-gallon container in Cochranville, Pa.

Drawing—illustrates a specimen of the plant displaying
the overall growth habit—side view.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The chart used 1n the 1dentification of the colors 1s that of
The Royal Horticultural Society (R.H.S. Colour Chart, 2001
edition), London, England. The terminology which precedes
reference to the chart has been added to indicate the corre-
sponding color in more common terms. The description 1s
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based on the observation of typical plants of the new variety
at an age ol approximately three years during the month of
October while growing 1n a container in Cochranville, Pa.
The growing conditions approximated those employed for
the commercial production of Thuja plants.
Propagation:
Type —Semi-hardwood cuttings.
Plant:
Growth habit.—Uprnght, pyramidal, compact.
Form —Perennial evergreen shrub.
Height—Approximately 85.0 cm on average in a
three-gallon container.
Width.—Approximately 28.0 cm on average 1n a three-
gallon container.
Growth rate.—Moderate.
Root description.—Fibrous.
Root color.—Commonly near Greyed-Orange Group
177A.
Stem:
Shape.—Oval.

Size.—Main branch: approximately 1.5 cm 1n diameter
on average and approximately 85.0 cm 1n length on
average. — lateral branches: approximately 3.0 mm
in diameter on average and approximately 19.0 cm 1n
length on average.

Surface.—Young branches are glabrous and knobby
with scales.

Color.—New growth on sprays 1s commonly near

Greyed-Orange Group 177B with scales near
Greyed-Orange Group 177A, branches mature to
near Brown Group 200C.

Branching:

(GGeneral—Main stem arises from base with numerous
secondary branches, number of lateral branches, 19.0
cm 1n length, an average of 20 per main stem.

Arrangement.—Alternate.

Aspect—Main stems upright, lateral stems held at
about an average of 20-30 degree angle from the
main stem with flat sprays that spread outwards.

Internode length.—Typically range from 1.0 cm at the
base to 0.5 cm at the tip.
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Foliage:

Leaf arrangement.—Numerous leaves arranged on pla-
nar branchlets (closely alternate or opposite), scale-
like decussate.

Leaf shape —Facial pair keeled, flat pair tlattened and

oblong.

Leaf division.—Simple.

Leaf base.—Cuneate.

Leaf apex.—Apiculate.

Leaf venation.—Not visible.

Leaf margins —Entire; undulation 1s slight.

Leaf surface.—Upper and lower; glabrous, smooth,
semi-glossy.

Leaf glands.—Inconspicuous.

Leaf color—Young upper and lower surfaces: com-
monly near Green Group 141C. — mature upper and
lower surfaces: commonly near Green Group 141A.

Leaf size.—Approximately of 2.0 mm 1in length on
average and approximately 1.0 mm in width on
average.

Leaf quantity.—About 8 leaves per cm 1n lateral
branches.

Fragrance—Somewhat acrid when crushed.

Development:

Cold hardiness—USDA Zones 4 to 8.

Flowers, cones, and seeds.—None observed to date.

Resistance to pests—No pest problems observed to
date.

Resistance to disease—No disease susceptibility
observed to date.

The new variety, ‘LilShreckthu’, has not been observed

under all possible environmental conditions to date. Accord-
ingly, 1t 1s possible that the phenotypic expression may vary
somewhat with changes i light intensity and duration,
cultural practices, and other environmental conditions.

I claim:

1. Anew and distinct cultivar of Thuja plant characterized
by the following combination of characteristics:

(a) forms dark green colored foliage, and

(b) provides moderately vigorous, upright, pyramidal and

compact growth habat;

substantially as herein shown and described.
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