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Botanical denomination: Heuchera hybrid.
Variety designation: ‘Black Forest Cake’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Heuchera given the cultivar name of ‘Black Forest Cake’.
Heuchera 1s 1n the family Saxifragaceae. Heuchera ‘Black
Forest Cake’ originated as a controlled cross using propri-
etary, unpatented, unnamed plant as both the seed and pollen
parent. These parents are a result of breeding plan to produce
dark leaved Heuchera with good floral display.

Compared to the seed parent, the new cultivar has larger,
dark brown leaves with a slight glossy and a larger habat.

Compared to the pollen parent, the new cultivar has
darker brown leaves, and a much larger red intlorescence
and more crowns.

Compared to Heuchera ‘Obsidian’, U.S. Plant Pat. No.
14,836, the new cultivar has more undulate leaves that are

more Chocolate-brown rather than black. Heuchera ‘Black
Forest Cake’ has a larger habit and much improved floral
display compared to ‘Obsidian’

Compared to Heuchera °‘Paris’, U.S. Plant Pat. No.
18,881, the new cultivar has a larger habit and dark, semi
glossy leaves and larger and more numerous inflorescence.

Heuchera ‘Black Forest Cake’ 1s umiquely distinguished
by:

1. Dark chocolate brown leaf color,

2. Medium large leaves held on fairly short petioles,

3. Dark pink-red flowers on upright flowering stems,

4. Excellent performance 1n sun or shade,

5. A medium, tall mounding habit with an excellent crown

count, and

6. Excellent vigor

This new cultivar has been reproduced only by asexual
propagation (tip cuttings and tissue culture using growing,
tips). Each of the progeny exhibits 1dentical characteristics
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to the original plant. Asexual propagation by cuttings and
tissue culture using standard micropropagation techniques
with terminal and lateral shoots, as done in Canby, Oreg.,
shows that the foregoing characteristics and distinctions
come true to form and are established and transmitted
through succeeding propagations. The present invention has
not been evaluated under all possible environmental condi-
tions. The phenotype may change with variations 1n envi-
ronment without a change 1n the genotype of the plant.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows a 10 month old Heuchera ‘Black Forest
Cake’ 1n a one gallon container, grown outside 1 Canby,
Oreg.

FIG. 2 shows a one gallon container of Heuchera *Black
Forest Cake’ grown 1n a greenhouse setting.

DETAILED PLANT DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of the new Heu-
chera cultivar based on observations taken in September of
an eight-month-old specimen growing in a one-gallon pot 1n
partial shade 1n Canby, Oreg. Canby 1s Zone 8 on the USDA
Hardiness map. Temperatures range from a high of 95° F. 1n
August to an average of 32° F. 1n January. Normal raintall
in Canby 1s 42.8 inches per year. The color descriptions are
all based on The Roval Horticultural Society Colour Chart,
57 edition, 2007.

Plant:

Form.—Basal rosette, herbaceous perenmial.

Hardiness—USDA Zone 4 to 9,

Size.—35 cm tall from top of the foliage to the ground,
45 cm from ground to top. of flowers, 40 cm wide.

Number of crowns.—About 8.

Habit—Large, mounding.

Vigor.—Excellent.
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[ eat:

Type —Simple.
Arrangement.—Rosette.
Shape.—Orbicular to ovate.

Flowering stem attitude—Upright.
Pedicel—Grows to 3 mm long, with glandular hairs,

N186D.

Flower:

1ype —Pertect.

Shape.—Campanulate.

Attitude.—Outward, slightly downward-facing.
Size.—5 mm long and 9 mm wide.

Number.—About 89. 5 on;
Blade size—Grows to 11 ¢cm long and 11.5 cm wide. Corolla description.—Campanulate, 2 mm Jong and 1
Venation —Palmate. mm wide; 5 lobes each 1 mm wide and 2 mm long,
Lobing/division—Palmately lobed with 6 main lobes oblong 1 shapej‘ back side glaqdular-})ubemlfe:ntj
with secondary lobes. glabrous 1nside, tip obtuse, margin entire, outside
[ ndulation —Moderate 10 color Red-Purple 61C on both sides.
Glossiness .—Medium | Calyx description—Campanulate, 3 mm long and 2
Mareoins.—Broadl te. mm wide, spatulate, margins entire, tip acute, glan-
A ;;fTMucrr;fu&;ma ’ dular-puberulent on back side, glabrous inside, Red-
Base .—Cordate ovei‘lapping at sinus Purple 60D on both sides, darkening to Red-Purple
Surface texture—Sparsely glandular-puberulent on 13 60A at ApER- .
hoth sides. Stamen description.—5 1n number, filaments 1.5 mm
Leaf rugosity.—Medium long, Red-Purple 65C, anthers 0.5 mm long, Greyed-
Petiole description.—Grows to 16.5 cm long and 3 mm lc\)% a;lBge 169B, pollen plentiful, Greyed-Orange
wide, glandular hairs, 187B. Picil S o benked. 4 | o
Leaf color—New leaves, topside closest to black 20 istie description.—l1, <-beaked, 4 mm long and 2 mm
203B. wide, Red Purple 69A overall, ovary 2 mm long and
Inflorescence: 2 mm wide, style 2 mm long.
Sizp —Grows to 5 cm wide and 9.5 cm long Lastingness.—FEach thyrse blooms for about 3 weeks
1Iype —Upright thyrse. —_— on the plant.
Number of flowers per thyrse—About 37. 25 LU .
Flower density.—Medium to dense. ?Pe_-l_—TWi;[b‘?ked ovoid capsule.
Number of thyrse—Up to 30. C’E; by E Odegﬂe- 100 A
Peduncle.—Grows to 30 cm long and 4 mm wide at Seed: otor—rcyed bBrowi -
base, glandular hairs, Greyed Purple N186C. e .
30 Shape.—I1 1near.

Size.—2 mm long.
Color—Black 202A.

Pest and disease tolerance: The new cultivar 1s typical to the
genus. No known resistances to pests or diseases. No
problems have been found 1n Canby, Oreg.

I claim:
1. A new and distinct Heuchera plant as herein 1llustrated
and described.

Bloom period.—Late IJune through September 1n
Canby, Oreg.

Flower bud: 3
Size.—4 mm wide and 3 mm long.
Description.—Glandular-puberulent,

outward.
Color.—Red Purple 61B. S I T

ovoild, facing
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