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Genus and species: Citrus sinensis.
Variety denomination: ‘Ruby SL’.

BACKGROUND AND SUMMARY OF TH.
VARIETY

T

The new orange tree ‘Ruby SL’ resulted from an irradia-
tion-induced limb mutation of ‘Ruby Valencia’ orange (not
patented). Budwood from the irradiated limb was budded
onto rootstock to produce second-generation trees, which
were planted 1n 2013. ‘Ruby SL’ orange tree has been
observed and found to retain 1ts distinguishing characteris-
tics through successive asexually propagated generations.
Development, selection and asexual propagation of ‘Ruby
S’ were carried out at Nelspruit, Mpumalanga, South
Alrica.

‘Ruby SL” 1s a new and distinct orange tree notable
primarily for its intensely colored seedless fruit. The fruit
s1ze 1s notably larger than that of 1ts parent ‘Ruby Valencia’.
Other noticeable differences from the ‘Ruby Valencia’
include: The ‘Ruby SL’ tree 1s not as precocious and
produces a smaller yield as compared to ‘Ruby Valencia’.
‘Ruby SL’ 1s expected to mature earlier than the ‘Ruby
Valencia’” based on trial observations. A comparison of
‘Ruby SL’ to related and similar varieties 1s set forth in Table

1.
TABLE 1
Comparison of ‘Ruby SI” to Related and Similar Varieties
Expression of Expression of

Trait Comparison Variety Comparison Variety ‘Ruby SL
Tree growth ‘Olinda Valencia’®*  Spreading Upright
habit
Flesh color  *Valencia Late’* Orange Red
Presence of ‘Ruby Valencia’ Seeded Seedless
seeds
Fruit size ‘Ruby Valencia’ Smaller Larger
Fruit set ‘Ruby Valencia’ Very precocious Less precocious

10

15

20

25

30

35

2
TABLE 1-continued

Comparison of ‘Ruby SI.” to Related and Similar Varieties

Expression of Expression of

Trait Comparison Variety Comparison Variety ‘Ruby SL”
tree, smaller tree, large
fruit with fruit with
higher vield lower yield

*not patented

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The attached photographs, taken 1n 2019 at Visalia, Calif.,
depict ‘Ruby SL” fruit and four-year-old ‘Ruby SL’ trees.
Actual colors will vary with lighting conditions; color
characteristics of ‘Ruby SL” orange should therefore be
determined with reference to the observations described
herein, rather than from these illustrations alone.

FIG. 1 shows a tree of ‘Ruby SL’ orange (foreground);

FIG. 2 shows leaves and flower of ‘Ruby SL;

FIG. 3 shows whole ‘Ruby SL’ orange (bottom) and
‘Ruby Valencia’ orange (top); and

FIG. 4 shows sectioned fruit of ‘Ruby SL’ orange (right)
and ‘Ruby Valencia’ orange (left).

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following detailed botanical description 1s based on
observations made 1n 2019 at Visalia, Calif., of four-year-old
‘Ruby SL trees on ‘Rough Lemon’ rootstock (not patented).
The characteristics described will vary somewhat depending
upon cultural practices and climatic conditions, and can vary
with location and season. Quantified measurements are
expressed as an average ol measurements taken from a
number of individual plants of the new variety. The mea-
surements of any individual plant, or any group of plants, of
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the new variety may vary from the stated average. Colors are
described with reference to The Royal Horticultural Society
Colour Chart (fifth edition).

Anther length.—1.
Anther color—Yellow 7A.

Stigma length.—2 mm.

Pistil quantity per flower.—1.
Pistil length.—18 mm.

Pistil color.—Green 134A, 142C and 149D.
Anther quantity per flower—25.

Tree: Stigma color.—Green 149D.
Vigor.—Medium. 5 Style length.—6 mm to 7 mm.
Density of canopy.—Medium. Style color.—Green 142C.
Habit.—Upright. Ovary length.—5 mm.
Height—1.7 m Ovary diameter—4.5 mm.
Spread. _1'1 mi Ovary color—Green 142A.

P | [eaves:

Trunk diameter at 30 cm above graft.—17 mm. 10
Bark texture —Smooth. Zl/lff'zg]zk‘—;/zg i t<837169 mim.
Bark color—Brown 158B. J« ; ; ——-/ mm t_‘«? /£ mm.
Alternate bearing—None. . aae IzﬁargmﬁE—Hﬁn@l’e-
Chilling requivement.—None. Amf s pre — \ 1ptic.

Branch (fruiting branches located about 1 m above graft 15 pex shape.—Acule.

union): Base shape.—Cuneate.
Length.—1.0 m Color of upper surface.—Green 140A.
Dfamezler;S mm to 10 mm Color of lower surface—Green 142A.
Crotch angle.—Narrow to medium. TEI{W e.—Upper surface — Smooth, glossy.
Bark color—Medium greyed-green 197C. 20 £ Et{OZE le:ngtk.—ﬂ mm to 19 mm.
Bark texture —Smooth. Petiole diameter—1.5 mm to 2 mm.
Thorns.— Absent Petiole color.—Yellow-green 142A.
Current vear shoot length.—0.5 m. %”85 '—_dp;z'eseélt-
Current year shoot color—Medium vellow-green  Wing wiatn.—/ mm.
146B. »5 Fruit:

Flowers: Quantity per cluster.—1.
Bu(;i shape —Ovate Axial diameter—86 mm to 90 mm.
Bud Zerzgrh. _ 12 mm to 15 mm Apical diameter—95 mm to 98 mm.
Bud diameter—5 mm to 6 mm. Weight.—175 g'to 240 g. .
Bud color —White NN155D. 30 General shape in profile—Spheroid to oblong.
Quantity of blossoms per cluster—1. R]Y ?le-—lAbseg[- -
Blossom diameter—50 mm to 52 mm. le COLO¥ . — raSngl?d :
Blossom depth.—21 mm to 22 mm. otor paitern.— 2 1d. |
Pollen color —Yellow 7A. Oil glands per cm” —Approximately 33.
Sepal length.—3 mm to 5 mm. 35 Oil gland diameter—1 mm.
Sepal width.—3 mm to 5 mm. Rind thickness.—3 mm to 5 mm.
Sepal shape.—Triangular. Ease of peeling—Moderate.
Sepal margin.—Entire. Rind texture—Smooth.
Sepal color.—Upper surface — Green 149C. Albed(): rkzckn€€s.—2.25 mm to 2.5 mm. |
Sepal color —Lower surface — Green 149C. 40 Quantity of fruit segments.—10 to 11 per fruit.
Quantity of petals per flower.—5 loughness of segment membrane.—Medium.
Relative position of petal margins.—Not touching. J”{CE sac length—8 mm to 10 mm.
Petal shape.—Oblong. Juice sac shape—Varies, mostly elongate.
Petal apex—Obtuse Juice sac length to width ratio.—2.5 1o 4.0.
Petal maréfn —'Entil:e 45 Juice sac color—Red 35A.
Petal length _22 mm‘ Juice soluble solids.—11 to 13° Brnx.
Petal wfdfh_;7 mm. | Relative harvest mamrfty.—Late.
Petal color—Upper surface — White NN155D. 1; ary ‘5}5 ¢ wzzdoiv(.)—May through August.
Petal color.—Lower surface — White NN155D. Stem ;‘ngt T 3mm.
Date of first bloom.—Mar. 11, 2019. 50 lem diameter.—5 mim.
Date of full bloom.—Apr. 1, 2019. Stem COZ_OF -—YEI!OW'EWEH 145B.
Date of first fruitlet fall—May 15, 2019. Propensity to sp lu‘.—L oW
Pedicel length.—9 mm. Market use.—Fresh, juice.
Pedicel diameter.—1.5 mm to 2 mm. Sforagegéx%xw.—Good. |
Pedicel color —Green 142A 55 Susceptibility to pests and diseases.—None noted.

The invention claimed 1s:

1. A new and distinct variety of orange tree, substantially
as 1llustrated and described herein.
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UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE
CERTIFICATE OF CORRECTION

PATENT NO. : PP31,794 P2 Page 1 of 1
APPLICATION NO. : 16/602179

DATED : May 26, 2020

INVENTORC(S) : Leon Leipoldt Esselen, Frederik Johannes Veldman and Bryan Victor Offer

It is certified that error appears in the above-identified patent and that said Letters Patent is hereby corrected as shown below:

In the Specification

Column 2, at Line 23 replace “bottom” with --right--; at Line 24, replace “top” with --left--.

Column 2, at Line 25 replace “right” with --left--; at Line 26, replace “left” with --right--.

Signed and Sealed this
Tenth Day of November, 2020

Andrei Iancu
Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office
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