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Latin name of the genus and species: Ixora taiwanensis.
Variety denomination: ‘Vista6’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The new cultivar 1s the product of chance discovery. The
new variety originated as naturally occurring whole plant
mutation of the unpatented variety Ixora taiwanensis
‘Hawanan Pink’, unpatented. The inventor discovered the
variety 1n a commercial planting of the parent variety in
Juana Diaz, Puerto Rico 1 February of 2016.

After identifying the interesting flower color mutation, the
inventor observed the single plant mutation for several
months. First propagation was performed by terminal veg-
ctative cuttings at a commercial greenhouse during March of
2016, 1n Juana Diaz, Puerto Rico. Access to all plants was
restricted, as plants were kept 1n a facility belonging to the
inventor and not open to the public. Date of first sale was
Jan. 31, 2018. This sale was made directly by the inventor
or one who obtained the claimed invention directly or
indirectly from the inventor. This sale and all public disclo-
sures made before the filing of this application fall within the
exception allowed under 102(b)(1).

Through subsequent propagation by vegetative cuttings,
multiple generations have been reproduced, which have
shown that the unique features of this cultivar are stable and
reproduced true to type.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The cultivar “Vista6” has not been observed under all
possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may vary
somewhat with variations 1n environment such as tempera-
ture, day length, and light intensity, without, however, any
variance in genotype.

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘Vista6b’.
These characteristics 1n combination distinguish ‘Vista6’ as
a new and distinct Ixora cultivar:
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1. White tlowers.

2. Vigorous plant.
3. Large folage.

PARENT COMPARISON

Plants of the new cultivar ‘Vista6” are similar to the
parent, 1n most horticultural characteristics. The new variety,
however, differs 1n the following:

1. The new variety has white flowers; parent has pink

flowers.

COMMERCIAL COMPARISON

Plants of ‘Vista6” are similar in some horticultural char-
acteristics to the vanety Ixora taiwanensis ‘Dwarl White’,
unpatented. The new variety, however, diflers 1in the follow-
ng:

1. The new variety has larger leaves than the comparator.

2. Plants of the new variety are more vigorous than plants

of the comparator.
Plants of ‘Vista6’ are similar 1n most horticultural char-
acteristics to the wvariety Ixora taiwanensis ‘Pink’,

unpatented. The new variety, however, diflers 1in the follow-
ng:
1. New varniety has white flowers; comparator has pink
flowers.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPH

The accompanying photograph 1llustrates 1n full color a
typical plant of ‘Vistab” grown outdoors at a commercial
nursery in Juana Diaz, Puerto Rico. This plant 1s approxi-
mately 6 months old, shown in a five inch pot. The photo-
graph was taken using conventional techniques and although
colors may appear different from actual colors due to light
reflectance 1t 1s as accurate as possible by conventional
photographic techniques.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart 2007, except
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where general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are
used. The {following observations and measurements
describe a ‘Vista6’ plant. This plant was grown 1n a green-
house 1n a commercial 6 inch pot, in Juana Diaz, Puerto
Rico. The plant described 1s approximately 6 months old and
consists of 3 rooted cuttings 1n 1 pot. Temperatures ranged
from 15° C. at night and 18° C. to 24° C. during the day. No
artificial light, photoperiodic treatments were given to the
plants. Measurements and numerical values represent aver-
ages of typical plant types.

Botanical classification: Ixora taiwanensis ‘Vista6’.

PROPAGATION

Time to mitiate roots: About 30 days at approximately 25°
C.

Root description: Roots are moderately dense, well
branched, semi-woody.

Time to produce a rooted plant: Approximately 6 to 12
weeks.

Root color: Near RHS Grey-Brown 199D.

PLANT

Growth habit: This plant 1s an upright tender perennial,
suitable for outdoor garden use in warm climates.
Pot size of plant described: 5 inch.
Height: 20 cm.
Plant spread: 20 cm.
Shape: Oval to round.
Main stem color: Near RHS Grey-Brown 199B.
Main stem texture: Very slightly scaly.
Branching characteristics: Not free branching, moderate
branching can be achieved with pinching.
Length of primary lateral branches: Average 8 cm.
Quantity of primary lateral branches: 3 per plant.
Characteristics of primary lateral branches:
Diameter.— Approximately 3 to 7 mm.
Color.—Near RHS Greyed-Green 191A.

lexture.—Rough, somewhat scaly.
Internode length: 0.9 cm to 1.3 cm.

FOLIAG

T

[ eat:

Arrangement.—QOpposite, simple.

Quantity.—Approximately 12 to 16 per branch.

Average length.—Average range about 3.5 cm to 4.2
Cm.

Average width.—Average range about 1.3 cmto 1.5 cm.

Shape of blade.—Oblong.

Apex.—Broad acute.

Base.—Attenuate.

Margin.—Entire.

Aspect.—Very slight undulation.

lexture of top surface.—Smooth.

lexture of bottom surface.—Smooth.

Appearance of top surface.—Glossy.

Appearance of bottom surface.—Matte.

Color.—

Young foliage upper side.—Near RHS Green 137A.

Young foliage under side.—Near RHS Green 137D.

Mature foliage upper side.—Near RHS Green 137A.

Mature foliage under side.—Near RHS Green 137C.
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Venation.—1ype: Pinnate. Venation color upper side:
Mid-vein RHS 143C, lateral indistinguishable from
blade. Venation color under side: Mid-vein RHS
Yellow-Green 145C.

Petiole.—None.

FLOWER

Normal flowering period: Continuous to mtermittent flower
year round in Puerto Rico.
Intlorescence:
Form.—Somewhat flat sitmple umbel.
Width of entive inflorescence.—Average 6.5 cm.
Height of entire inflorescence.—Average 4.3 cm.
Quantity of individual flowers in inflovescence.—Aver-
age of 15.
Flower longevity on plant: Approximately 10 days.
Quantity of inflorescence per plant: Average 8 to 12.
Persistent or self-cleaning: Self-cleaning.

Bud:

Shape.—Linear tube, ending 1n a broader oblong apex.

Length.—Total, including tube 4.5 cm. 9 mm apex.

Diameter—Tube 2 mm. Apex 4 mm.

Color.—Tube near RHS Yellow-Green 145A. Apex
begins near RHS Yellow-Green 143C, turns near

RHS White 155D closer to bud opening.

Individual flower:

Form/type.—S1ingle, tubular flowers opening at the
apex 1mnto 4 or S distinct petals.

Apex diameter.—2.2 cm.

Tube diameter.—2 mm.

Length.—Average 4.0 cm.

Petals: 4 or 5 petals fully fused into a long tubular sym-
metrical flower, outwardly flared at apex. Unfused petal
section crucitform 11 4, whorled if 5. Non-overlapping.

Apex.—Broad acute or rounded.

Base.—Fused.

lexture.—All surfaces glabrous.

Unfused petal shape.—Narrow ovate.

Margin.—Entire.

Aspect.—Unfused section strongly rolled downward.

Color—

Unfused section, immature.—RHS White 133D, upper
and lower surfaces.

Tube immature outside surface.—RHS Yellow-Green
145B.

Tube immature inside surface.—RHS Yellow-Green
145C.

Upper section, mature.—RHS White N155D, upper
and lower surfaces.

Tube mature outside surface—RHS Yellow-Green
145A.

Tube mature inside surface.—RHS Yellow-Green
145A.

Calyx: Reduced, formed of 5 fused sepals.

Shape.—Star-shaped.

Length.—5 mm.

Width.—6 mm.

Sepal tip.—Acute.

Base.—Fused

Margin.—Entire.

lexture.—Glabrous all surfaces.

Color—Inner surface: Near Yellow-Green 144A. Outer
surface: Near Yellow-Green 144A.
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Peduncles: Pistil:
Length.—Average 3 mm. Number.—1.
Diameter—5 mm. Length.—3.5 cm.
Angle.—Approximately 15° to the lateral branch. Style.—Length: 3.4 c¢cm. Color: RHS Yellow-Green
Strength.—Strong. 5 145D.
Texture.—Scaly. Stigma.—Shape: 2 parted. Color: Near RHS Yellow-
Color—Near RHS Yellow-Green 144 A Green 147A. Ovary Color: Near RHS Yellow Green
Pedicels: Not present. 145D.

Fragrance: Moderately strong musky scent.

10 OTHER CHARACTERISTICS

REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS
Seeds and fruits: Seed production not observed.

Stamens: Disease/pest resistance: Neither resistance nor susceptibility
' to diseases or pests has been observed 1n this variety.
Number—4 or 5. _
Temperature tolerance: Tolerates high temperatures to at

Length.—Adnate to tub ting at tub ing. 3 1>
e G D O, Sepael e © S least 40 degrees Celsius. Frost 1s not tolerated.

mm long separation. Colored near RHS Green-Yel-

low 145B. Drought 'toler::?nce: No drought tolerance.
_ What 1s claimed 1s:
Anthers: LA o " . 1 |
Length.—Approximately 0.5 mm. : new and distinct cultivar ol Ixora plant name

Color—Near RHS Yellow 7A 20 ‘Vista6’ as herein illustrated and described.
Pollen.—Color RHS Yellow 13A. Quantity: Scant. %k % k%
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