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Latin name of genus and species of plant claimed:
Hydrangea macrophylia.
Variety denomination: ‘Pinky Ring’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Hyvdrangea plant botamically known as Hydrangea mac-
rophyvlla and heremafter referred to by the cultivar name
‘Pinky Ring’.

The new cultivar originated 1n a controlled breeding
program in Kiryu-shi, Japan during June 2011. The objective
of the breeding program was the development of Hydrangea
cultivars that have double-type florets with a picotee flower
color pattern and a compact-upright growth habit.

The new Hydrangea cultivar 1s the result of cross-polli-
nation. The female (seed) parent of the new cultivar 1s a
proprietary Hydrangea macrophyvlla breeding selection
coded KD10, not patented, characterized by its double-type,
lacecap, medium pink-colored inflorescences, dark green-

colored foliage, and moderately vigorous, compact-upright
growth habit. The male (pollen) parent of the new cultivar 1s
a proprietary Hydrangea macrophylla breeding selection

coded K16, not patented, characterized by 1its single-type,
lacecap, pink-colored inflorescences having a picotee flower
color pattern, dark green-colored foliage, and moderately
vigorous, compact-upright growth habit. The new cultivar
was discovered and selected as a single flowering plant
within the progeny of the above stated cross-pollination
during April 2013 1n a controlled environment in 1n Kiryu-
shi, Japan.

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar by softwood
cuttings since June 2014 m Kiryu-shi, Japan has demon-
strated that the new cultivar reproduces true to type with all
of the characteristics, as herein described, firmly fixed and
retained through successive generations of such asexual
propagation.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following characteristics of the new cultivar have
been repeatedly observed and can be used to distinguish
‘Pinky Ring’ as a new and distinct cultivar of Hydrangea
plant:
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1. Double-type, modified lacecap inflorescences, having
light pink-colored sterile florets with a darker pink
picotee color pattern;

2. Dark green-colored foliage; and

3. Moderately vigorous, compact-upright growth habat.

Plants of the new cultivar differ from plants of the female
parent primarily in having a picotee flower color pattern.
Plants of the new cultivar difer from plants of the male
parent primarily in having a double-type flower.

Of the many commercially available Hydrangea cultivars,
the most similar in comparison to the new cultivar 1s
‘Posy-Bouquet Noble II’, not patented. However, 1n com-
parison, plants of the new cultivar difler from plants of
‘Posy-Bouquet Noble II” 1n at least the following character-
1st1Cs:

1. Plants of the new cultivar have tlorets with a picotee

color pattern unlike plants of ‘Posy-Bouquet Noble 11;

2. Plants of the new cultivar have a more compact growth
habit than plants of ‘Posy-Bouquet Noble II"; and

3. Plants of the new cultivar have darker green-colored
foliage than plants of ‘Posy-Bouquet Noble IT°.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The accompanying photographs show, as nearly true as it
1s reasonably possible to make the same 1n color illustrations
of this type, typical tlower and foliage characteristics of the
new cultivar. Colors 1n the photographs may differ slightly
from the color values cited in the detailed description, which
accurately describes the colors of ‘Pinky Ring’. The plants
were approximately one-year old and were grown in one-
gallon containers 1n a poly-covered greenhouse in Kiryu-shu,
Japan. Plants were given one pinch at transplant.

FIG. 1 1illustrates a side view of the overall growth and
flowering habit of ‘Pinky Ring’.

FIG. 2 illustrates an intlorescence with fully-open florets
of ‘Pinky Ring’.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The new cultivar has not been observed under all possible
environmental conditions to date. Accordingly, it 1s possible
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that the phenotype may vary somewhat with variations in the
environment, such as temperature, light intensity, and day
length, without, however, any variance in genotype.

The chart used in the identification of colors described
herein 1s The R.H.S. Colour Chart of The Royal Horticul-
tural Society, London, England, 20077 edition, except where
general color terms of ordinary significance are used. The
color values were determined i1n July 2016 under natural
light conditions 1n Iyo, Japan.

The following descriptions and measurements describe
approximately one-year old plants produced from softwood
cuttings from stock plants and grown under conditions
comparable to those used 1n commercial practice. The plants
were grown 1n one-gallon containers in a poly-covered
greenhouse 1 Kiryu-shi, Japan. Plants were given one pinch

at transplant. Day temperatures ranged from a high of 97° F.
(36° C.)to alow 01 43°F. (6° C.). Night temperatures ranged
from a high of 77° F. (25° C.) to a low of 25° F. (-4° C.).
Greenhouse light levels of 30,000 lux to 100,000 lux were
maintained during the day. No supplemental lighting was
provided. Measurements and numerical values represent
averages of typical plants.
Botanical classification: Hydrangea macrophyilia cultivar
Pinky Ring.
Parentage:
Female parent.—Proprietary Hydrangea macrophyliia
breeding selection coded KD10, not patented.
Male parent—Proprictary Hydrangea macrophylila
breeding selection coded K16, not patented.
Propagation:
Tvpe cutting.—Soltwood.
Time to initiate roots.—Approximately 20 to 25 days.
1ime to produce a rooted cutting.—Approximately 30

to 35 days.

Root description.—Medium thickness, fleshy, white,
NN1535D.

Rooting habit.—Moderate branching, moderately
dense.

Plant description:

Commercial crop time.—Approximately 16 to 18
weeks from a rooted cutting to finish 1n a 18 ¢cm pot.

Growth habit and general appearance.—Deciduous
shrub, moderately vigorous, compact-upright.

Hardiness—USDA Zone 5 (-20° F. to -15° F.).

Heat tolerance.—Regularly tolerates temperatures as
high as 38° C. 1n the summer.

Size—Height from soil level to top of plant plane:
Approximately 40.0 cm. Width: Approximately 40.0
cm.

Branching  habit—Freely branching. Pinching
enhances branching. Quantity of lateral branches per
plant: Approximately 6.

Branch—Shape: Rounded. Strength: Strong. Length to
base of inflorescence: Approximately 25.0 cm.
Diameter: Approximately 8.0 mm. Length of central
internode: Approximately 6.7 cm. Texture of young
stem: Glabrous. Texture of mature stem: Woody.
Color of young stem: 144A. Color of mature stem:
165C.

Lenticels —Quantity per internode: Approximately 30.
Shape: Round to elliptic. Size: Approximately 0.6
mm to 2.6 mm. Color: 72A.
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Foliage description:

General description—Quantity of leaves per lateral
branch: Approximately 12. Fragrance: Not detected.
Form: Simple. Arrangement: Opposite.

Leaves—Aspect: Flat. Shape: Elliptic. Margin: Ser-
rated. Apex: Acuminate. Base: Rounded. Venation
pattern: Pinnate. Length of mature leal: Approxi-
mately 11.0 cm to 13.0 cm. Width of mature leaf:
Approximately 7.0 cm to 8.0 cm. Texture of upper
and lower surfaces: Conaceous, glabrous. Color of
upper surface of young foliage: 139B and venation
148D. Color of lower surface of young foliage: 144B
and venation 144D. Color of upper surface of mature
foliage: 139A and venation N144D. Color of lower
surface of mature foliage: 138B and venation
N145C.

Petiole—Length: Approximately 3.2 cm. Diameter:
Approximately 3.0 mm. Texture: Glabrous. Color:
144D.

Flowering description:

Flowering habit—Seasonal, mid-May to June 1n
Japan.

Lastingness of individual inflorescence on the plant.—
Approximately one month.

Intlorescence description:

(Greneral description.—1Type: Terminal compound cor-
ymb, modified lacecap in form comprised of a center
region of fertile florets surrounded by an outer ring
of double-type sterile florets. Quantity per plant:
Approximately 5. Fragrance: Not detected. Aspect:
Facing upward and outward. Height: Approximately
8.0 cm. Width: Approximately 25.0 cm. Quantity of
fertile florets per inflorescence: 250. Quantity of
sterile florets per inflorescence: Approximately 20 as
double-type, and approximately 50 fertile 1n center.

Peduncle—Strength: Strong. Shape: Rounded.
Length: Approximately 4.0 cm. Diameter: Approxi-
mately 4.2 mm. Texture: Sparsely pubescent with
appressed hairs. Color: 144A.

Floret description:

General description.—Type: Double-type, sterile and
tertile florets.

Sterile flovets, bud just before opening.—Shape: Flat-
tened. Length: Approximately 1.8 mm. Diameter:
Approximately 1.5 mm. Color: 144D.

Sterile florets.—Depth: Approximately 3.0 cm. Diam-
cter: Approximately 8.5 cm. Corolla: 3 vestigial
structures approximately 1.0 mm 1n length and 0.3
mm 1n diameter. Diameter: Approximately 1.5 mm.
Calyx: Approximately 10 to 15 sepals. Shape:
Rotate, cruciform. Diameter: Approximately 8.5 cm.

Sepals, sterile florets —Shape: Broadly ovate. Margin:
Crenate. Apex: Rounded. Base: Attenuate. Length:
Approximately 7.0 mm to 4.7 cm. Width: Approxi-
mately 6.0 mm to 4.5 cm. Texture of upper and lower
surtaces: Glabrous. Color of upper surface when first
open: 62C with margins of N66A. Color of lower
surface when {irst open: 62C with margins of N66A.
Color of upper surface when fully open: 69D with
margins of 68B. Color of lower surface when fully
open: 69D with margins of 68B.

Pedicel, sterile florets—Strength: Strong. Aspect:
Approximately 20° from peduncle axis. Length:
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Approximately 2.5 cm. Diameter: Approximately
2.1 mm. Texture: Sparsely pubescent with appressed

hairs. Color: 62C.

Fertile flovets, bud just before opening.—Shape:
Globular. Length: Approximately 2.1 mm. Diameter:
Approximately 2.1 mm. Color: 145C.

Fertile florets —Depth: Approximately 3.5 cm. Diam-
eter: Approximately 9.5 cm. Corolla: 5 to 9 petals.

Shape: Ovate. Diameter: Approximately 6.0 mm.
Calyx: Up to 6 vestigial sepals. Shape: Ovate. Diam-
cter: Approximately 6.0 mm.

Petals, fertile flovets.—Shape: Ovate. Margin: Entire.
Apex: Acute. Base: Truncate. Length: Approxi-
mately 3.0 mm. Width: Approximately 2.8 mm.
Texture of upper and lower surfaces: Glabrous.
Color of upper and lower surfaces: 62D.

Sepals, fertile florets.—Shape: Ovate. Margin: Entire.
Apex: Acute. Base: Truncate. Length: Approxi-
mately 2.5 mm. Width: Approximately 1.0 mm.
Texture of upper surface: Glabrous. Texture of lower
surface: Sparsely pubescent. Color of upper and
lower surfaces: 149C.

Pedicel, fertile flovets.—Strength: Strong. Aspect:

Erect. Length: Approximately 2.5 mm. Diameter:
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Approximately 1.0 mm. Texture: Sparsely pubescent
with appressed hairs. Color: 62B.

Reproductive organs.—Observed 1n fertile florets.
Androecium: Stamen quantity: 0 to 2 per floret.
Stamen length: Approximately 3.0 mm to 4.0 mm.
Filament color: 62B. Anther shape: Kidney-shaped,
basally attached. Anther length: Approximately 1.7
mm. Anther color: 63B. Pollen amount: Abundant.
Pollen color: 155D. Gynoecium: Pistil quantity: 1
per floret. Pistil length: Approximately 3.3 mm.
Stigma shape: Round, 3-lobed. Stigma color: 65A.
Style length: Approximately 1.1 mm. Style color:
65A. Ovary length: Approximately 1.5 mm. Ovary
texture: Sparsely pubescent with appressed hairs.
Ovary color: 65A.

Seed and fruit production: Neither seed nor fruit production
has been observed.

Disease and pest resistance: Resistance to pathogens and
pests common to Hydrangea has not been observed.
What 1s claimed 1s:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of Hydrangea plant named

‘Pinky Ring’,

described.

substantially as herein 1llustrated and



..-u.u..u.--..u....l-u...ll..lllll ...l...l......l..l...............__.._.__.__ .-_.-_.-.l..-..-. .-. .-. .-. .-. l.-_lllllll
.r .r.r .r.r.r.r .T.r.r .T.T .T.T.T.T.T.T .T.T .T.T .T
.”.qn.._.._-H.rn.r.__...n.ru.._u.rﬂ.._n.._.._.....__.rn.r.__....H.....r.....r.....r....H.............r....H.....r.....r.r.........r.....r.r.r....H.....r.r.r....H....H....H.....r...........H...H...H...H....r...n...ﬂ...”...”#”.._ii.q "t llll. II.- o III'I-. )
R R R A N N S s W e e e

2 b M b bk Jr b Jr bk ko b o Jrodr d S Jr Jrodr o dp Jdp o Jp dr de dp Jp de o Jdp dp de o Jdp de Jdp dp dp dp Jp dp Jp dp Jp e dp ok |}
..H-”.._.r.__.._-.r.._.._.__.__-.__.._.r.r.r.._.__.._.r.r.r.r.r.._.._..__.r.r.._..r.....r......1.....r......1.._..._.........r..1.._.........r.._......_..._......r........._..._.........._..............................................4.........44.44.4 ll" u“""“"llll“"ll I-_“""““-
P e N N A N e g g e et aay n »
O T R S I R A e A e llxll IIIIIII-.III-.IU.III-.
el ._-_._-_ "

i
B

....u....u...................u....._....__.._
ar A b b ar Jr b dr k Jr & & Jr B Jr Jr dr dp dp Jdp dp dp dr b o & dr i dp i
o o o o T b bk
N e R R M
PR N L
Ll bl b b d dd b e b de Jp o dpode dr b i & dp A dp o dp b A dp
. R R o o Nl N
T T
LI.r.T.T.r o .r.T.r.T.T .T.T.r dr b b M oM o o0 l.'b. &
™ .r.v.r.....__ Hi.._.__.r.rn.r g .....rH....H.........__.............._......... ............
-.lb.'.r.'...r ol .r.T.T .TH.T....TH.T.T.T .Tb.l.b-'.. P
s .r.l.-. * .......H.; - ......_ .r.t”.._ .t.r...“k”l..-.i.ll.
- . .r.'l.:.l o l.:..r & .r.:..r Y .Tl..-. L]

US PP29,710 P2

LA e ek e kb e e
et e e e AT, .._n.q.....r.....r.....r....... .r............l_i.-.l.r.-......-_
. A e a k E R A Ak Aok dr W ki A

" ; XERRER
" 'y 1Y o e
R e e R e e / e
anuanaun"n"n“n"ana"nna“n”. r

EEEE ‘
u EE R | ]
W R EE
AR ; a“n“ “
X E R XX r XX R EX XWX

R R - .
R ] ....”.._.H...H......_-“.__”....“.__“.“.rn.au.._ e nnxa“x“rﬂr. ' E W
ML .q.r.rr.__r...k...._"-..._ =
)
.

|

L A
I’IIHHHI
e

|

|
-HHHHIIH

e IIHHII X l“l”ﬂ“l“ﬂ l“ﬂ“l"l“l”v.ﬂ L !
L
£ XX X HII“H”I"H“ W IH”H" “l“ﬂ"l.ﬂ.—..11
EXTARERXR R b
i ¥
o r -

o,

]
aExAAAAAAANAAAAAA

A

R,
R
”._Ha"a"a"a“._“a“l w i
i

L}
i
»
»
N
'
n
I“il.

&
-

L]
L ]

r

koA
ar

A AN

i

X
L}

na dr k d A ki h
n b A kA Jp A dp iy
Y e

Taa aTaTe .....t...............-..-.....r

I
Pl

]

L ] H"H
| H"H"HHIEH

A_A

L |
MoA A A A A A A AN

Mo A A A N N A X

A
E
]
K
|
]
K
x
x

M
Al
"

]
H

X
)
)
)
L
)

H
HH
.

o
L%, F
L
E
.

|
H"
Al
EY
IHH:I'F..'.
Ml A
|

.HHHHHHH-IHIHH-HF!

o
MM
LA

A

F o A

i K
3 L A_X X

L x

]

* xmr. x”v L
g PgPtn P

|

Al
A

]

M
Al
"HH
HHH
g

L ; =z -
A [ X R E K F Y
)

]
F
.
F
e
]
A
A
A
A
M
]
™

.
.
X

F
o,
)

P
s ” .HHH HHHIIIIII ] HHH o

- E ] X
] A
K
x

S|

.

X

Al
H

N
x?! ]
.
AN
H'
] H-I-I-lnl
A
A
A X K A
A_M
| I:I:I: %
l:?l:?d
b

, o = T el .
] T e e ke i e
. LA ‘ o A i : .

A_MC M A A NN A A M N XN NN
A

)

r F
ot
i e e
PR L MR
. . . . . n___.-_ ......

X N
Y
L

L ]

EN)
¥ixy

S A

AL NN
>N

a»
E

s
s
et

l~1*l
KN
A X
N
L I ]
[
w oy
-
et
g
-
[ e )
n

LI |
r

T . A . ; i .J!HHHHH:H:
! s R R R R R

. = . e Zehs
“ .“.-...- E . .. i u..x“x"lu E .

Sep. 25, 2018

Al
Al
l.ﬂ

-
x.
?d"?"
|

L N ]
: I-I
|

PN N A K ALK,

R e (A ; ; e {

R
AL
r
o
P

w
L]

¥
.
=4

. L. .. L. . L & X oa d b i i . ol S
. S P P Rt al sl ; "
. ) Rl A AR

. _-_._.
] A dr o dp o dr o o o & o J o o &
M L . Coee e S ) ; ! AN L P . A e
Fr - ERRE RN 3 3 . f Ml i b ks ks b b b b M droa
- - N |, i - . bk = - modr s om
r Y REE N ._..ni..r.-......._..__.._n.

JrJr"'a-
| ML

r

1]

r

r

1]

v

r

- " -
; ) ....l. ...i.__ Lt
! L .4I”_-_l....—......n......_.rn... 2 e e s
co - - i ; i ; ; *..q...*b...r.k.___"-. Lo
’ . . . ; N ......H.-_......H...H.q...-__.r P q.._.q_...q_-_...l"-.........._..._._ L)

&
&+ & &
-

L) - .

. ;

AN
Ll L)

G

....

L)
»

»
»

o dr e dp e i
._._.4”..”... o kH.,_.H..r o
e e e e
o i e e de iy
N O
.._......._..-...r.r.-...__ .r.r.r.r.r.r.._..r.._......-...... i
o )

R N e

»
x
ERE )

X
X

. .. .. .. . nnxnxann.. . . .
L T o e e

Fy
)
x

ERE N Y

P M

KA N RE N KN

' LR
R
e Ty

sTa e e A
Ty

W Ty
-'*.'b.rb.rl*
AR e e

N S NN
Py T

A e e A
AT
et MR

P A
A s

E3)
A R

¥

)

N NN

»
L}
"
L4
]
"
r

¥

¥

X

¥

¥

X

)

i a
a2k h h oa a ka A ok kN .._..............r.....r I3 .......................r.....r.....v.....r.....r.__..__.._..r.....r......................_.................-. *
o 2 a B A d dr k de de e dr Jrodp Jp dp dp dp de de dp dr Or Jp dr Je 0 dr dr dr dr B .
QL b b U de ko dr ke e e dr e ke ke b b b bk e bk - LR r.._.r.r.r.._.r....r.r.r...................r.v.._..._..r.r........r.r.r.....rt.__.....r.._.r.....r.r.r.._..r.....r.....r.r.r.... e
..._.............r..................r.....r....r....r.....r....r.r.....r.r.....__.r.._.._in n.._ .-.._.._.._.r.._.r.._.........__.__.r.r.._.._.._.._.._.._.r.._.._.r........ .

L ]
M

X
L ]
?!"I-l

Al
FE |
oA A N

»

Al
2
M

r FrFrrr
A
I'FHH.HI'HHHHH
i i |

F e e X i

L]
L

I'-b o -b.-b

FY

.”:-:' k
»

L L o N
‘2

U.S. Patent



	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims
	Drawings

