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Latin name of the genus and species: Convolvulus 1. Dense plants.
hvbrida. 2. Mounding plant form.

Variety denomination: ‘BLUE MOON”. 3. Abundant dark Violet-Blue flowers.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 5 PARENT COMPARISON

The new Convolvulus cultivar 1s a product of a planned Plants of the new cultivar ‘Blue Moon’ are similar to
breeding program, conducted by the inventor, Steve Eggle- plants of ‘Two Moons’ in most horticultural characteristics,
ton, 1n Wonga Park, Victonia, Australia. The objective of the however, plants of the new varnety difler 1n the following:
breeding program was to develop new varieties of Convol- 1Y 1. Plants of the new variety are dense, plants of the seed
vulus with compact habits and abundant flowering for com- parent variety are sparse.
mercial ornamental horticultural purposes. 2. Plant form of the new variety 1s mounding, plant form

The 1nventor created an open-pollination breeding pro- of the seed parent is flattened and spreading.
gram using multiple sources con Convolvulus species, 3. Flower color of the new variety 1s dark Violet-Blue,
including selections from uncultivated populations, landrace 1° flower color of the seed parent is white to lavender.
varieties or unnamed plants as well as heterogeneous mate-
rial. The seed parent 1s the unpatented Convolvulus “Two COMMERCIAIL, COMPARISON
Moons’. The open-pollination resulting 1n the new variety
occurred during March of 2013. The final selection of this L, Plants of the new cultivar ‘BLUE MOON’ can also be

new variety was made November 2014. comparable to the patented Convolvulus sabatius. ‘Moroc-

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar was {first per- can Beauty’, U.S. Plant Pat. No. 15,104 The two Convol-

formed by vegetative stem cutlings. at the same commercial vulus varieties are similar in most horticultural characteris-
greenhouse 1n Wonga Park, Australia in November of 2014. . : oo S
tics; however, the new variety differs in the following:

Subsequent propagation and growing the plants over a . L. . .
period of several months show the unique characteristics of *° L Plant' habit of the Hew variety 1s mou.;ndmg, plant habit
of this comparator 1s flat and spreading.

the new variety to be stable over multiple propagative , _
generations. Plants were first made available to the public 2. Plants of the new variety are denser than plants of this

Mar. 1, 2016. All plant material made public was originally comparator. S
derived from the inventor. 3. Fl'ower color of the new variety 1s darker than that of
30 this comparator.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS

The cultivar ‘BLUE MOON’ has not been observed under

all possible environmental conditions. The phenotype may The accompanying photograph in FIG. 1 illustrates in full

vary somewhat with variations in environment such as 3° color a typical plant of ‘BLUE MOON’ grown outdoors in

temperature, day length, and light intensity, without, how- Wonga Park, Australia in a 1 liter container. Age of the plant

ever, any variance 1n genotype. photographed 1s approximately 20 weeks from a rooted
The following traits have been repeatedly observed and cutting.

are determined to be the unique characteristics of ‘BLUE FIG. 2 illustrates several plants of the new variety, grown

MOON’ These characteristics in combination distinguish “Y in liter containers under commercial conditions in Wonga
‘BLUE MOON’ as a new and distinct Convolvulus cultivar: Park, Australia.
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The photographs were taken using conventional tech-
niques and although colors may appear diflerent from actual
colors due to light reflectance 1t 1s as accurate as possible by
conventional photographic techniques.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

In the following description, color references are made to
The Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart 2007 except
where general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are
used. The {following observations and measurements
describe ‘BLUE MOON?’ plants grown from approximately
mid December until mid June 1n Wonga Park, Australia. The
growing temperature ranged from approximately 15° C. to
30° C. during the day and from 8° C. to 25° C. durning the
night. General light conditions are bright, normal sunlight.
Measurements and numerical values represent averages of

typical plant types.
Botanical classification:

MOON".

‘BLU.

L1l

Convolvulus hybrida

PROPAGATION

Time to mitiate roots: About 14 to 21 days at approximately
15 to 22° C.

Root description: Fibrous, spreading and dense. Tan to
white, not accurately measured with the R.H.S. chart.

PLANT

Growth habit: Mounding, dense annual.
Pot size of plant described: 1 liter.
Height: Approximately 15 cm.
Plant spread: Approximately 20 cm.
Growth rate: Moderate.
Branching characteristics: Very free-branching.
Branching characteristics: Tight, compact, dense branching.
Length of primary lateral branches: Average 10 cm.
Diameter of lateral branches: 3 mm.
Quantity of primary lateral branches: About 10 to 20.
Characteristics of primary lateral branches.
Form.—Round to oval.
Color—Near RHS Green 138B.
lexture.—Pubescent.
Strength.—Flexible.
Internode length: Average range 0.7 to 1.2 cm.

FOLIAG.

T

Leat:

Arrangement.—Alternate.

Quantity.— Approximately 8 to 12 per branch.

Average length.—Average range from 1.8 to 2.8 cm.

Average width.—Average range from 0.8 to 1.2 cm.

Shape of blade.—Narrow ovate.

Apex.—Acute.

Base.—Rounded.

Margin—Entire.

lexture of top surface.—Pubescent.

lexture of bottom surface.—Pubescent.

Aspect—Somewhat undulate and slightly upwardly
cupped.

Color.—Young foliage upper side: RHS Green 137C.
Young foliage under side: RHS Green 138A. Mature
toliage upper side: RHS Green 137C. Mature foliage
under side: RHS Green 138A.
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Venation—Upper: Near Yellow-Green 144B. Lower:
Near Yellow-Green 144C.

Petiole—Average Length: Approximately 2 to 3 mm.
Diameter: Approximately 1 mm. Color: Near Green
138B. Texture: Densely pubescent.

FLOWER

Natural flowering season: Spring to Autumn 1n Wonga Park,
Australia.

Inflorescence and tlower type and habit: Terminal inflores-
cence. Single rotate funnelform flower.

Rate of tlower opeming: About 3 days from bud to fully
opened flower.

Persistent or self-cleaning: Self cleaning.
Bud:

Shape.—Narrowly conical.

Length —Approximately 6 mm.

Diameter.— Approximately 2 mm.

Color—Bud base: RHS White N153B, turning Violet-
Blue N189C towards apex.

Flower size:
Diameter.—Average 2.2 cm.
Depth.—1.8 cm.
Corolla/petals:

Arrangement.—Single flower with 5 completely tused
petals. Outward and upwardly facing.

Length —Approximately 1.2 cm.

Width.— Approximately 0.8 cm.

Quantity.—>S petals.

lexture.—(Glabrous.

Apex.—Broad acute.

Margin—Entire.

Color:

When opening.—Upper surface: RHS Violet-Blue
N89B, base near White N1335B. Lower surface: Apex
near Violet-Blue N89B, mid-section near 91 A, base
near White N1355B.

Fully opened —Upper surface: RHS Violet-Blue
N89C, base near White N1355B. Lower surface: Apex
near Violet-Blue N89B, mid-section near 90C, base
near White N135B.

Calyx/sepals:

Description.—35 sepals basally fused to form calyx.

Calyx length.—6 mm.

Calyx width.—3 mm.

Sepals:

Shape.—Deltoid.

Length.—6 mm.

Width.—About 1.5 mm.

Apex.—Acute.

Base—Fused.

Margin.—Entire.

lexture.—Pubescent all surfaces.

Color—Upper Surface: RHS Green N138A. Lower
Surface: RHS Green N138B.

Bracteoles:
Quantity.—2 per petiole.
Shape.—ILanceolate.

Length.—4 mm.
Width.—About 1 mm.
Apex.—Acute.

Base.—Iruncate.
Margin—Entire.
Texture.—Pubescent all surfaces.
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Color.—Upper Surface: RHS Green N138A. Lower Pollen.—Color: Near RHS White N155B. Quantity:
Surface: RHS Green N138B. Moderate.
Peduncle: Pistil:
Length.— Approximately 0.5 cm. ELV Um Z; Z £ —ib%ft goglelll’*
Diameter.—Approximately 0.3 cm. d NSt _ ‘ | i
Color— RHS Green 138 A Srylli.SBFength. 6 mm. Color: Near RHS Yellow-Green
Texrure.—Pubegcent. Stigma.—Shape: Linear. Color: Near RHS White
Strength.—Flexible. N155B. Ovary Color: Near RHS Yellow-Green
REPRODUCTIVE ORGANS 10 145D,
OTHER CHARACTERISTICS
Stamens:
Number.—Approximately 5. Seeds and fruits: Not observed to date.
Filament length—Adenate to corolla, non attached Disease/pest resistance: Neither resistance nor susceptibility
segment about 4 mm. observed.
Filament color—Near While N155B. Temperature tolerance: USDA Zone 8.
Anthers: What 1s claimed 1s:

Shape.—Sagitate. | 1. Aﬁnew and E:listinct C.ult.ivar of Convolvulus plant named
Length—1Less than 0.5 mm. . BLUE MOON’ as herein illustrated and described.

Color—RHS White N155B. I
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