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Botanical classification: Heuchera hybrid.
Cultivar designation: ‘Red Pearls’.

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application 1s co-pending with a U.S. Plant Patent
Applications filed for a plant derived from the same breed-

ing program that are entitled Heuchera Plant Named ‘Pink
Pearls’ (U.S. Plant Pat. No. 27,530).

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Heuchera of hybrid origin, botanically known as a

Heuchera and 1s hereinafter referred to by 1ts cultivar name
‘Red Pearls’.

The new cultivar was discovered by the Inventor in
Hantay, France, as a chance seedling amongst many difler-
ent Heuchera varieties 1 a trial plot in May of 2011. The
trial plot contained hundreds of cultivars and proprietary
seedlings of Heuchera trom the Inventor’s breeding pro-
gram. The parentage of ‘Red Pearls’ 1s therefore unknown.
The objectives of the breeding program were to select
cultivars that were floriferous with distinct foliage color-
ation.

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first accom-
plished under the direction of the Inventor by tissue culture
initiated with meristem tissue 1n Riyjswijk, The Netherlands
in April of 2015. Asexual propagation of the new cultivar by
division and tissue culture has shown that the unique fea-
tures are stable and reproduced true to type in successive
generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar. These
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attributes 1n combination distinguish ‘Red Pearls” as a new
and unique cultivar of Heuchera.

1. ‘Red Pearls’ exhibits leaves that are silvery bronze 1n

color.

2. ‘Red Pearls’ exhibits flowers that are red 1n color.

3. ‘Red Pearls’ exhibits an early flowering habiat.

4. ‘Red Pearls’ exhibits a strong and healthy growth habit.

‘Red Pearls’ can be most closely compared to the cultivars
‘Pink Pearls’ and ‘Pluie de Feu’ (not patented). ‘Pink Pearls’
1s similar to ‘Red Pearls’ 1n 1ts plant shape and 1n having an
carly flowering habit. ‘Pink Pearls’ differs from ‘Red Pearls’
in having foliage that 1s peach 1n color and 1n having flowers
that are pink in color. ‘Red Pearls’ 1s similar to ‘Pluie de Feu’
in having tflowers that are red in color. ‘Red Pearls’ diflers
from ‘Pluie de Feu’ in having a less compact plant habit and

in having foliage that 1s green in color.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the
overall appearance and distinct characteristics of the new
Heuchera. The photographs were taken of a plant two years
in age as grown outdoors 1n a 15-liter container in Boskoop,
The Netherlands.

The photograph 1 FIG. 1 provides a view of the plant
habit of ‘Red Pearls’ 1n bloom.

The photograph 1n FIG. 2 provides a close-up view of an
inflorescence of ‘Red Pearls’.

The photograph 1n FIG. 3 provides a close-up view of the
foliage of ‘Red Pearls’.

The colors 1n the photographs are as close as possible with
the digital photography techniques available, the color val-
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ues cited in the detailed botanical description accurately
describe the colors of the new Heuchera.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION OF
THE PLANT

The following 1s a detailed description of 2-year old
plants of the new cultivar as grown outdoors in 15-liter
containers in Hantay, France. The phenotype of the new
cultivar may vary with variations in environmental, climatic,
and cultural conditions, as it has not been tested under all
possible environmental conditions. The color determination
1s 1n accordance with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour Chart of The
Rovyal Horticultural Society, London, England, except where
general color terms of ordinary dictionary significance are
used.

General description:

Blooming period—Early spring to early summer 1n
The Netherlands.

Plant type—Herbaceous perennial.

Plant habit.—Clump-forming, mounded foliage.

Height and spread.—Average of 13.9 cm in height
from soi1l to top of leaves, 46.8 cm from soi1l to top
of inflorescences, and an average of 42 ¢cm 1n width.

Hardiness.—At least in U.S.D.A. Zones 3.

Diseases and pests —Not more susceptible to pests and
diseases than other Heuchera varieties.

Environmental stresses.—(Good sun tolerance with
very little to no scorching observed.

Root description.—Fibrous roots on woody rootstalks,
163B 1n color.

Branching habit—Basal rosette, with tlowering stems
arising from rosettes.

Propagation.—In vitro propagation 1s the preferred
method, division are also possible.

Growth rate.—Vigorous.

Stem description (peduncle, flowering stem):

Shape.—Round.

Stem color—N186D.

Stem size.—An average of 1 mm 1n diameter and 59.9
cm 1n length.

Stem strength.—Moderately strong.

Stem aspect—Flowering stems grow 1n an average
angle of 70° to base (0°=horizontal).

Stem surface.—Glabrous, densely covered with short
soit hairs, average of 1.5 mm 1n length, NN155D in
color.

Stem number.—Average of 15 flowering stems.

Foliage description:

Leaf shape.—Broadly ovate to orbicular.

Leaf division.—Simple.

Leaf base.—Hastate, free to touching.

Leaf apex—Obtuse.

Leaf venation.—Lacimiate, upper veins; N189A, lower
veins; 1878 to 187C.

Leaf margins.—lLobed with an average of 5 lobes,
occasionally 7 per leaf, lobe margins crenate to
deeply crenate.

Leaf attachment.—Petiolate.

Leaf arrangement.—Alternate, basal rosettes.

Leaf orientation.—lTypically nearly horizontal to
slightly hanging.

Leaf” surface—Both surfaces slightly glossy and

densely covered with short strigose pubescence of

hairs an average length of 0.2 cm and N155A 1n
color, average length of hairs on margins and lower
side 0.5 cm 1n length and NN135A 1n color.
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Leaf color.—Young upper surface; N186C, slightly
tinged 200B, young lower surface; N186D, mature
and fall upper surface; 198A, mature and fall lower
surface; 187B.

Leaf size—Average of 6.3 cm 1n length and 6.4 cm 1n
width.

Leaf quantity.—12 per basal rosette.

Petioles—Round 1n shape, average of 13.9 cm 1n
length and 2 mm 1n diameter, color 1s 197A, surface
densely covered with very short strigose hairs; aver-
age of 1.5 mm 1n length and N155A 1n color.

Stipules.—Small leaty stipules at the base of each leat,
narrow acute apex, with an average of 1.5 ¢cm 1n
length and 5 mm 1n width and 70A to 70B 1n color,
both surfaces glabrous.

Flower description:

Inflorescence type.—Numerous small bell-shaped
flowers arranged on pyramidal panicles on flower
scapes emerging from the base of the rosette.

Inflorescence size—An average of 16.2 ¢cm 1n height
(excluding peduncle) and an average of 6.6 cm 1n
width.

Flower fragrance.—None.

Flower gquantity.—Average ol 100 flowers per tlower-
ing stem.

Flower lastingness.—Average ol one week.

Flower buds.—Obovate 1n shape, an average of 3 mm
in diameter and 5 mm 1n length, 46B, top 1s 46A.

Flower aspect—Outward to slightly upright.

Flower type—Campanulate.

Flower size—Average of 7 mm 1n depth (height) and
8 mm 1n diameter.

Petals.—Average of 5, rotate arrangement and
implanted in the hypanthium at base, narrow rhom-
boidal to narrow obovate in shape, margin 1s entire,
apex 1s acute, upper and lower surface 1s glabrous
and matte, color of upper and lower surface when
opening; 54D, color of upper and lower surface
when fully open; 53D, petal color fading to 59A on
both surfaces.

Calyx—Campanulate, sepals fused to hypanthium, 8
mm 1n length and 7 mm 1n diameter.

Sepals.—5, fused, campanulate hypanthium, narrow
obovate 1n shape, 8 mm 1n length and 2.5 mm 1n
width, margin 1s entire, apex 1s obtuse to broad acute,
fused base, both surfaces are dull and moderately
covered with very short glandular hairs about 0.3
mm 1n length and match the surface color, color:
immature upper and lower surface; 46B, mature
upper and lower surface; 46A.

Pedicels.—Average of 2.5 mm in length and 0.5 mm 1n
width, moderate 1n strength, color N186C, average
angle of 40° (0°=horizontal), surface 1s glabrous.

Reproductive organs:

Gynoecium.—Pistils; 2, average of 3 mm 1n length,
stigmas; pointed in shape, and 138D 1n color, styles;
average of 2.5 mm in length and 155A 1n color,
ovary; 154C 1n color.

Androecium.—Stamens; 5, anthers; ovate 1n shape, 0.5
mm and 195A 1n color, filaments; 1.5 mm in length
and NN155B 1n color, pollen 1s low in quantity and
156A 1n color.

Seed/fruit.—No Iruit or seeds observed.

It 1s claimed:

1. A new and distinct cultivar of hybrid Heuchera plant

named ‘Red Pearls’ as herein illustrated and described.

¥ o # ¥ ¥



US PP28.,899 P2

Sheet 1 of 2

Jan. 23,2018

U.S. Patent

A E
Al

AN A A A
AN

H-HHHHI

| l-l-H aox W A

]
|

.

a & & b &2 a2 b h b kb b b bh o bbdh s obdh bk ioih .
s & & & & & & &8 b &k b & a bk b h i h bh b Jirha

A 2 & 2 b h b b Fh bh s ohrd s i s

n s h oa hoa ok kb oa h kb ddododd b d o dd j b d i i ddi ki

- & & &

L " N R R R R R N N R N IO R R RS U N RN U BRI R R I U R I

“ - “ X “ - “ X “ " “ X ”.r”.._ .T.r”.r.r.r....r.r.rn.rn.r....r............_ .r......_..._ ..........r....r....rl....l..rl..r....r.......H.
R A A R A A N RN R N N

r = r = r = m 5 r = 58 = &2 &2 = &2 & & &




US PP28.,899 P2

e . L. L. L. i - et e et
-

. 2. . . . .. -
. . X, .
. Y "

X
; XXX X
. ) . . e, .

| e
. . i A KA REREX

..1 .r._...r.-_.-..-..r.....t.r.-.- ...

R . a oA dr e e

) e
e T T ey T

L4

. ar
ey
"o ' . N N ) e e e e e oo e e
I 4 4 4 8 4 4 4 a2 a2 x5 k& Jodr b bk kb oy A ] |-

==

. T " #H...H...H...H}.H}.H...H.rﬂk”i” o) ; o ; i .
e
P P Tt

E )
»

»

i
¥

E N LA L M
e
AL AL N M AL AL L M, > sl LRI R AL y )
e ; ;

2 e

mpr e

\': L] x i"l'-i i

)
r
»

i

u ¥ :
._._”...H...H... ) “.._ ......H._..
PR U s sl .

T A
B . N M ol ol o}
LI M B e N N
1|.__.r._...........-..-..-..r.__.__._.__.r.._.r

a s .

&

»
ENE N o )
bbb*bbbb**
[ T ]
oy
F'IIIF!:‘

T
¥t

L ]
'r‘-l'
L ]

. n.ri.n.n - i.._......_..r.._.__i.__ ~ ; . .. b,
- 4 a r ) " -
. ........ ....I.... X oW .-_.-......... . e, - T .. Aok AR A A

T .
o / .
O x . / !

.H!FHHHHHHHIH

R T T = 3 A PR P
" .-. e LI I o . -
ey el e i B e o e e b dr N A A B,

IR A N A N ]

Sheet 2 of 2

ur e e .
o ) N L N

A &k [ k . A . .
e, ; - T i ; o

Teta
'1-'1-
|

o T A S A e N ]
e T a a a a
LA W S

Tt H.rH = “. - .r“...........a_-_.......r............_.... Tay

. o N N WA N
i

%

X ¥

’ PN e = X r
IO “...H.J_.u.__hr# NP R X
FIENNEN N X2y x

F)
»
i
F)
L]
L |
-

XK
n
»
FY
5 X
|
A

>
+

Eal
-]
PR )

NN )
PN
a

NN et N M ) o ox
ok A ok x oy RN N, X dr il
LN S RN N e ) ] ; i & i

i
i
I A e e e R A R A S

X

[y
*

X 5 kN

»
E ]
P ot o N
)

L A g, . P T i
L e _—....._...1..,............_.4.4....4......“ = xR E NN
WA i e
e e e ) -
. P N N
’ L i N
. T e e i
. ! .r........._........l.....-_l r a At -
Pl
. P
2 a N A
. PN
e dp dede Jp kb hdp
R . ! I dr O O dp b dr !
. . W iy A de e e de dr e b dp o
. ’ N o L
. y B e i e e ey ey e i P -
. - N - Al D
w e - -"-."-._- e
. o b & N & o o
. x ...a"...n.qu.uru*t...#&...&&n.-”t.rt...- #H»H#H#Huktn#nknku...”k”an "x“nx N wials,¥
nr R LRt A L I R e W A - ; A
" A NN N et . .. s a e : T
i e T w a e wwwy . ; i . N R e ’ ; O
M A N R N R ; ) - ; i#;&#&kit##&t&#t.tuknluliﬂ“ LXK, ’ o
F I F ] o b & [ . .
N e e . . W P ¢ ‘ LA

" LN Tt N ; ) ; o

o WS ) .

o b

nEn
Ll
de e e ey R W ke b a a .
P A Y & .
- F .Tl.‘l..' .TE.T.'..TI.I.I.‘ Il1l .

X ki
riatat
Ll
& &
oA A NN
A A

|
HHI'HFF'
WM M W W

¥
»

.__...-.”_...”_...“.. e X
2 ataa e
B e ke

X ¥
P
¥
u
X
A AR

F3
#ii‘#‘#i#i#

L) *
x L M N )
2 e N e alaa a
; N e a a a a
) ; ; ; . ML e el g
Ll ol ; ; e w  ae a a e
ol R N AN ) B
b IEAERE I AL ; ; ; . o
o on ek B E W 3 " ') dr e b 2 & 2 S A ki b h b ik
|

&

ook od

a oa oa kg od A
o .
...H.........H...HJH.
aa
I

A
-
E 3 )

PR U W 4 k& b dr o dpodp dp b ke b b droa
.. oy & b h k& b dododr dde b b bk
e ! b 8 dr L M ey i ik d b b 0 oa

r

b b b & oA o )
”xnnan“n"la " _-_H...H.__ PN tH...H...H...H& o ......H.... A
N Nl
W dr bR e ey
R
o b & & &
H___ | At PEIE N LALLM N A L

PN

o
L

r F

Jan. 23, 2018

[
N )
A . 7 -.I.l..fb..r.fl.Tbb..fl.‘l.‘i.*l..fl..fl.‘.‘.‘”"

& A
—..T—.}.—....T*.T‘I. L

R e e e e e e e e )

i x
F F

U.S. Patent



	Front Page
	Specification
	Claims
	Drawings

