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Botanical classification: Clematis hybrid.
Variety denomination: ‘Taiga’.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar
of Clematis, botanically of hybrid origin, and will be
referred to hereafter by 1ts cultivar name ‘Taiga’. ‘Taiga’ 1s
grown as an herbaceous perennial for landscape use or as a
terrace pot plant.

“Taiga’ was derived from a breeding program conducted
by the Inventor in Tokyo, Japan. The Inventor, now
deceased, made years of crosses between plants of Clematis
florida (and other species now 1ncluded 1n the Florida group
of Clematis) and plants of Clematis integrifolia, and pro-
prictary hybrids between them. The parental plants were
unnamed and unpatented, however the Inventor’s records
could not be found for detailed information in regards to the
parents. ‘Taiga’ was selected by the Inventor as a single
unique plant from a batch of seedlings 1 2000.

Asexual propagation of the new cultivar was first accom-
plished by internodial stem cuttings by the Inventor in
Tokyo, Japan 1n 2000. Asexual propagation by internodial
stem cuttings has determined that the characteristics of the
new cultivar are stable and are reproduced true to type in
successive generations.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

The following traits have been repeatedly observed and
represent the characteristics of the new cultivar as grown
outdoors. These attributes 1n combination distinguish
‘Taiga’ as a unmique cultivar of Clematis.

1. “Taiga’ exhibits large, double flowers.

2. ‘“Taiga’ exhibits purple flowers with the tips of the outer
tepaloids uniquely colored light yellow-green with cen-
ter tepaloids light yellow-green.

3. ‘Taiga’ exhibits sterile flowers with no reproductive
organs present.

“Taiga’ can be most closely compared to the Clematis

cultivars ‘Vyvyan Pennell” (not patented) and ‘Multi Blue’
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(not patented). Both are similar to ‘Taiga’ in having large
double purple tlowers. ‘Vyvyan Pennell” differs from ‘Taiga’
in having petaloids that lack light yellow-green tips and are
tinged rose 1n color and 1n having some reproductive organs.
‘Mult1 Blue” differs 1n having tepaloids that are tinged with
silver.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The accompanying colored photographs illustrate the
overall appearance and distinct characteristics of the new
Clematis. The photographs were taken of a two year-old
plant of the new cultivar as grown 1n a greenhouse 1n a
17-cm container 1n Aalsmeer, The Netherlands.

The photograph 1n FIG. 1 provides a side view of “Taiga’
in bloom.

FIG. 2 provides a close-up view of the inflorescences of
“Taiga’.

FIG. 3 provides a close-up view of the foliage of “Taiga’.

The colors in the photographs are as close as possible with
the digital photography and printing techmques utilized and
the color codes 1n the detailed botanical description accu-
rately describe the new Clematis.

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION

The following 1s a detailed description of two year-old
plants of ‘Taiga’ as grown 1n a greenhouse 1n 17-cm con-
tainers 1n Aalsmeer, The Netherlands. The phenotype of the
new cultivar may vary with variations i1n environmental,
climatic, and cultural conditions, as 1t has not been tested
under all possible environmental conditions. The color
determination 1s 1n accordance with The 2007 R.H.S. Colour
Chart of The Royal Horticultural Society, London, England,
except where general color terms of ordinary dictionary
significance are used.

General description:
Blooming period—Blooms 1n May through June in
The Netherlands.

Plant type—Deciduous perennial vine.
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Plant habit.—Climbing with stems emerging from
base.

Height and spread.—An average of 80 cm 1n height
and 30 cm 1n width.

Cold havdiness.—At least in U.S.D.A. Zone 6.

Diseases and pests.—No susceptible or resistance to
pests and diseases has been observed.

Root description.—Fleshy, fibrous, and fine, about
158D 1n color.

Growth rate—Moderate, an average of 10 cm per
month 1n spring.

Propagation.—Internodial soft wood cuttings from
vegetative shoots.

Root initiation.—Roots develop 1n 6 weeks 1n summer
under greenhouse conditions.

Time requirved for rvoot development.—75 to 90 days to
develop a 5-cm container from a 5-cm cutting.

Stem description:

Shape.—Round.

Stem color.—Young stems 146C, mature stems N199C
to N199D.

Stem size—Average of 77 cm 1n length and 1.75 cm 1n
diameter.

Stem surface.—Slightly glossy, young stems are mod-
crately pubescent with short adpressed hairs an aver-
age ol 0.5 mm 1n length and 157D 1n color, mature
stems smooth.

Stem aspect—Climbing.

Stem strength.—Flexible and strong.

Stem quantity.—Average of 2 basal branches i a
1’7-cm container.

Foliage description:

Leaf arrangement.—QOpposite.

Leaf division.—Primarily ternate, occasionally single.
Internode length.—Up to 9.9 cm.

Leaf size—Up to 4.7 cm 1n length and 9 cm 1n width.
Leaf quantity.—Average of 16 (8 pairs) per branch.
Leaf shape.—Tritoliate, ovate 1n outline.

Leaf fragrance.—None.

Leaf attachment.—Petiolate with leaflets petiolulate.
Leaf surface—Both surfaces are glabrous and very

slightly glossy.
Leaf size—Average of 6 cm 1n length and 9 cm 1n

width.

Leaf color.—Young upper suriace; between 143B and
144A, vyoung lower surface; between 143C and
144A, mature upper surface; 137B, mature lower
surface; between 138B and 147B.

Leaflet shape.—QOvate to trifoliate.

Leaflet venation.—Pinnate, upper surtace color 146D,
lower surface color 146C.

Leaflet margin.—Entire, slightly undulate.

Leaflet size.—Average of 4.7 cm 1n length and 3.8 cm
in width.

Leaflet guantity.—Average of 3 per leal.

Leaflet apex—Acute.

Leaflet base—Cuneate.

Petioles.—Average of 53 c¢cm 1 length, 1 mm 1n
diameter, color 1s 146B, surface 1s glabrous.

Petiolulates —Average of 2 nun in length, 1 mm 1n
diameter, color 1s 146B, surface 1s glabrous.
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Intlorescence description:

Inflorescence type—Solitary flowers, double with
carly spring tlowers sometimes single (single tlowers
reported but not observed on plants for data collec-
tion).

Flowering habit.—Blooms on previous year’s growth.

Flower arrangement.—Terminal in spring, terminal
and axillary 1n summer.

Peduncles.—Average o1 10.7 cm 1n length and 1 mm 1n
diameter, pedicels of terminal flowers straight on top
of main stems, pedicels of axillary flowers 1n an
average angle of 50° to main stem, moderately
strong and 144B 1n color, surface glabrous.

Flower bud description.—Average of 3 cm 1n length
and 1.7 cm 1n diameter, ovate 1n shape, 145Ato 1458
in color, base tinged 93B to 93C 1n color.

Flower fragrance.—None.

Lastingness of the flowers—Individual flowers last
about 10 days.

Flower quantity—Average of 3 flowers per lateral
stem.

Flower type—Fully double, rotate.

Flower aspect—Outward to upright.

Flower size.—Average of 5 cm 1n depth and 9.6 cm 1n
diameter.

Petals.—No petals present.

Sepals.—No sepals present.

lepals—Upper surface texture glabrous, matte and
velvety, lower surface texture matte and moderately
covered with soit short hairs; average of 0.5 mm 1n
length and too small to measure color, rotate 1n
arrangement, average ol 6 and un-fused, elliptic to
obovate 1n shape, entire margins, acute apex, base
truncate, average of 5.3 cm 1n length and 2.4 cm 1n
width, color: when opening upper surface; 79C, base
NS8A to N88B, when opening lower surface; N88C
to N88D with 145C to 145D 1n the center forming a
band, fully opened upper surtace; 90B to 90C, base
90A, fully opened lower surface; 92B, 157A to 1578
in the center forming a band, fading both surfaces;
868, base N&9B.

lepaloids —Upper and lower surfaces are very slightly
glossy, arrangement 1s rotate, 1n multiple rows form-
ing fully double flowers, average of 210, narrow
obovate to oblanceolate 1n shape, entire margins,
base truncate, average of 3 cm in length; varying
between 3.8 (outer tepaloids) and 8 mm (1nner tepal-
01ds), average of 8 mm 1n width; varying between
1.2 cm (outer tepaloids) and 2 mm (1nner tepaloids),
color: immature and mature both surfaces 86B to
86C, upper 50% to 30% 1s 154D with both surfaces

of center tepaloids 134D, fading both surfaces;
N87A, base N88B.

Reproductive organs:

Reproductive organs.—Flowers are fully double with
no reproductive organs present and are fully sterile.
Seed and fruit—No seed or fruit.

It 1s claimed:
1. A new and distinct cultivar of Clematis plant named

0 ~Tlaiga’ as herein illustrated and described.
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